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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hasho School, Kongd School Story H Z E % v tﬁ%\ P
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This part from Utaibon in Hosho School and Kongé School A D i_é 5 & § 2
- | ‘ oy A kI b AF B R K2
* Since there are marked differences between the schools, two versions of the play are given R <Y T < %_: {f): < 2 ?13 I % Iy {?E A
here: the Hosho and Kongo school version, and the Kanze school version. [J-l : Fﬁ 5 =D 7 o j( ) % % ) c:E 12 %f)a\ =
— - N i
* The translation of the Kanze school version starts on page 12. D D ) % j( i ﬂ] 2& 1 2% _’(D ’l\ % 4
* Sections highlighted represent variations in phrasing according to different schools. Y %: EI:‘EI\ ;[;7% % }E[\‘ —a— Lﬂt% X). %o Iz 12 ® f{ ;—\ ¥
oL vl & T N SR o6 |4
— - ~ - =i - S
1. Enter Ryonin Shonin O[J?I m %_ 5: ;L % 5.) ;‘:&51 % ? é j% = Bl
f— < J -
T BRTTNE TR S v 5% & | &
Ryonin Shonin, who is spreading the teachings of the Yuzu Nembutsu sect »H o kB v oD 2 j#_g;_ g 1
throughout the land, is heading for the paths of Yamato. He asks a local man A RN T T N ) =8 ’gl % 7
about Mitsuyama, a prominent landmark in the province of Yamato. Z ;C' 5 O T Ml 9 % ¢ i‘i’\ e E
= 3§ ] g 35 N
:n mi SRy A e
Ryonin Shonin % 2 s E&- w L % ; 2 E g
Let’s travel the paths of Yamato Province, home to Mitsuyama (the Z o % 1o % ok /{\ g * /é% 2
eponymous ‘three mountains’) with the same ‘three’ in its name as A i 2 7l » B . il % =
the Buddha’s teachings of the three minds (the sincere mind, the D L R ) I%I B e 10—
deep mind and the mind that transfers merit toward birth in the &z H &2 K T R %% N %
Pure Land). I am Ryonin, a monk from Ohara. I am spreading the Ci\ 3] <) & N 2 !ff!ifg 7[5‘? =
teachings of the Yuzu Nembutsu sect throughout the land. I am . ;C) % % ﬁ; 5:) — B ;
now heading to the province of Yamato to spread the teachings of J_I* 2 12 ) % 3 L o 4
- — o
Nembutsu. Leaving the familiar village of Ohara-no-Sato, I jour- 13 o g i fE @ K
neyed through Mt. Fukakusa and Mt. Kohata-no-Seki, resting at . T F EF O T il
Uji and arriving in the province of Yamato upon passing through ) i 1@‘ J): 3; - D
the village of Ide-no-Sato. In my haste, it was not long before I D - %C ES Z sl —
arrived in the province of Yamato. I have heard there is a famous 1] ;)) I VC\ & % L 4
place called Mitsuyama in this area, so I will inquire of a local to é 7 Rl '5‘)\ P G
tell me of its history. 7 b B T 1A D <
Z v gt D b
X @ H
(Ryonin Shonin asks a local man about Mitsuyama. The local man tells him ~ ANl F :Jf %) é )
that Mitsuyama is not one mountain but three: Mt. Unebi, Mt. Miminashi, [/ 2 cE\'— § TE j; & mg
N = I E3
and Mt. Kaku) ﬁiﬂ‘g A T =
N T L T & KB B D
FAETR - SRR
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2. A woman appears and answers Shonin’s question D N H
— N/ ~N
z 03 =% x4k H#HTzy &K o=
A woman appears and begins to relate the legend of Mitsuyama. Long ago, g8 ’< (4 v > ‘(: % A E ° AN L + = 15
there was a man who lived on Mt. Kaku who fell in love with two women, Cji = Li\ I_'fﬁ o 03. g) TN H EES) 0_? lé)-l )
Katsurago of Mt. Miminashi and Sakurago of Mt. Unebi. Katsurago loses the » 5’\ iz = & E;é 0> ﬁ %\ L\ I o
fight for his love and throws herself into a pond where she drowns. ) m % ?‘ ;)) 7% i ? L l,ci z ;;_: 32 f
. - r % ~ % i % woo b Tt IR o
Woman  Greetings to you fair priest. Whatever you ask, few people know A I w oD < |z T ﬁ L 5 LS i
about this place. This mountain is one of the three mountains 1L t D % 13 ¢ ~ #H xr o i;— ;) L
- ~ » > 7 )
mentioned in the first book of Manyoshu. It is known as both Mt. c*:- El 7 2 i Ii-l 70 il g < H
Miminashi and Mt. Minashi. With my obsession, all this talk of % ? % % 72::: %E é D 5 - {%E ° %n I
. . . o . Z - I
venerable old tales has me wanting to return to this world. Listen - 13 = - T ¢ FH O F 4 2 o
to the story of the villager who sank into the waters of the pond on V) N ) > Vo 7 L il ° W IR =
Mt. Miminashi long ago. - ,1;_ EJit] T K > £ 2 fi cﬂg_( %) 2
B9 A b = T e R
Shonin  Isee. In Manyoshu it is written that there were three mountains 7bi L’C E V) IJJ L s ﬁ 3;0 7.
in the province of Yamato and that Mt. Kaku was the husband and ik o 2‘ %_ g i D 2’; ;‘i Hg >
Mt. Unebi and Mt. Miminashi were the women who fought over fi b D ° 5 ¥ i % 1o ¥+ &
him among these three mountains. Please elaborate on this legend. IJ&_I ;L ffi < R 02 — 5% %
1 D T e sl
Woman To begin, the mountain you see to the south is Mt. Kaku, that H 7 % v e} FE ik T I oi‘
¢ ! i g {
~ 7
to the west Mt. Unebi. Together with Mt. Miminashi, the three % ?g % 32 g_]\ i 5 ﬂ%l, %{ Y
mountains are also known as the mountains of one man and two L - A - TQ MQ
D Kl Iz & T CZ 5
women. — ¥ ° - 3 5w oo 7w
> 9 - v T PR B
Shonin  So, how was it decided that Mt. Kaku was to be the husband? D D W B = 0
i W 7K Iz .
% o T ED5
Woman  That is because a man who lived on Mt. Kaku had exchanged {% it < {7?‘ E > 1a H
marriage vows with two women, one living on Mt. Unebi, the B L ! %
o - A & A & A < 5 T i
other on Mt. Miminashi, and he visited both. < & > H < W DAl 7
[ D T R \ 2 - 2 lE8
ﬁ‘ 7‘: ff.’\. = Z T W N
FAETR - SRR

BESR— LY A < thag‘%cnm -2- http:// www.the-noh.com



Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hésho School, Kongé School Story #h z f Z f Z f £28 f
Shonin  So, the name of the woman of Mt. Unebi

& % 5 FE H i &

Woman Her name was Sakurago, a beautiful woman of refined taste % L < - 59 + <

5 D - & (i a TiA

Shonin ~ And the name of the woman of Mt. Miminashi b i A 2 D 2 %

# 0 2 X it

Woman Katsurago, a woman of beauty and kindness. {§ % % 2

¢ < B D

Shonin ~ Now, these two women were at war with one another 7 4/%

C =S

Woman The two were both beautiful — Sakurago like a flower, Katsurago
with the beauty of a green leaf

LTIV

Shonin  And the depth of their love for the man

AR T CHOCRRETFA

Woman It would be hard to choose between them.

A BRI IOENRACS( G C AT
IRSE| ENSMNTAITREIY || ,LAESY | T

Reciters  This Mitsuyama belongs to this same world, yet follows two

paths. It has been many years since anyone has even mentioned

ACHEHERN O S HE [ HNEAI O
TESS AR T CREATHA Y

<
v

the name Mitsuyama, yet talking about Mt. Kaku in this way, it
no longer feels possible to remain detached. Our Mt. Miminashi
lost the battle with Mt. Unebi and Katsurago sacrificed herself in

the waters of the pond. O, Shonin, please mourn for the soul of

GANFHFTAVETSE ARSI AT Avre

o

Katsurago.
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3. The woman’s tale EE vl )
. . = T = ES Wz S Dt D T ES
The w'oman. elaborat.es furth.e.r on the legend of Mitsuyama. She tells Shonin > B A 7 RN 5 %: bi D) h L
that Kinnari of Kashiwade visited two women, Sakurago and Katsurago, but D L % Z 5‘3 Z E_ 2 ., b f:o
was won over by Sakurago. Katsurago, feeling hard done by, throws herself H < D VRN f— iz g
into the pond where she drowns. The woman as Shonin to perform a memo- /72_ Vo7 BE: oz [ }:\ ¥ 6/3 i
rial service for Katsurago. g < Clj/: E < ;% S)) 0% g Vo }‘5\
oni . £ A< f moob M5 < 3
Shonin  Please tell me more about the legend of Mitsuyama. 9 D D L D n T oA X X
Cooa B % 5 5 )
Reciters  To begin, this tale of Mitsuyama in the province of Yamato is >R % Bk + ° i [0} i‘— FE
an old, old story. There once was a man named “Kinnari of L8 Tﬁ\ & & = L V> R
Kashiwade” D £ IR 1] 3<35 %o D
% — D L %) At v g
’ % = 2 > » D
Woman There were also two graceful and beautiful woman, Katsurago and £~ = pes A % < - L B
Sakurago D & /V D 1% <\\ ° (X <
e i 7 L o 72 - T =
Reciters  Both were bound in marriage to Kinnari of Kashiwade. Kinnari of 52 {H;g\ 2 ;‘é 2 {i 5 /0)\ 5 EE'
- by
Kashiwade had deep affection for both women, and every night as % L I H o E<EI ’é‘% f;; <
the moon was rising, he visited their homes on Mt. Unebi and Mt. L &z NQ 2 oo 1% 4
I . gﬁ 2 M) »
Miminashi 2 H % - . % 72
D) L BT 3
1NN V) 7 L U>
Woman/Reciters ) Ly I ° + °
He traveled back and forth between the two villages. As beautiful f: g Hn o fi %
as the robes worn by a maid-in-waiting K — Vo . gﬁ_j‘ D
N c » 5
! - g -
i 03 L A
D S § 2
T T 3 w0
T E 2 5 7
| 5 N a
% Ji% &
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hasho School, Kongd School Story
Reciters  Delicate Sakurago and celestial Katsurago (Sakurago of the flowers
and Katsurago of the moon) were competing L TE D DI P . Loz ¢ 1
1= Z I
: . . O e - T2 2NV NI n % D % D D
Woman  But the man’s heart was fickle and inconstant and, won over by % 1% -\ % iﬁ []jé 7’;: =% vfo < L H% ) ,D &‘é
Sakurago, he transferred his affections and his visits to the village R/ L B o2» o ° JH izﬁ L B < ; +
of Miminashi ceased % 2 T o5 T 7t < z b 9 ES + 13 &
D EL T H v DIz 2 I3 2 H
Reciters  Katsurago became resentful and downcast. He has deserted me, 7%';' ?/,L %C é\ Z)o )[%j:b % ;‘ E é < E }%) %:):
Z 7
has set his heart on that Sakurago, and of me and my affections H 13 ® %[3 z % o fal 1 I JE ® F
X AR R E L 5 i
Woman He thinks no more AN e » T oz ?{)\ YA /v 2 G
TR/ L N & D o 2 P 2
N - o o
Reciters  His visits cease. Upon reflection, Katsurago now feels it is only 3 S L\ % 5 I < ¥ <
natural that a person with divided loyalties should prove unreli- E it SO FFHT 2L Ak <\ by
) : DoAR b Dl D X ~ <
able. It would never have been possible for us to remain together & el M » ,tj_- M OBE T o D ViR 3
in happy union. Besides, for everything there is a season; ‘tis the & o X /_{Zl I fil + 9 i 7 Ly D
way of world. Especially now that it is spring, it would be bear to H $i B % g =z 5; L 735 N
harbor a grudge against a man whose affections have shifted to z b i S b 5 N é) }‘%% H g3 %
Sakurago — a woman who bears the name of the cherry blossoms %‘ 07[; g qo)z ?‘%‘ j/} % b{ ;F\ g; 3{(’)) g,c,;
in full bloom. I, Katsurago, was crowned with the name o.f atree E i 'S l,%'_k, w3 D 3 /EL;E,'\ N )
that bears no blooms. It is no wonder that he has grown tired of me (A D - ¥ o A X o9 H VD)
with my lonely, autumnal heart. And, as in the words of the song, 7f?§ r D & B /B\ z 9 Iz D T
“neither rising nor sleeping, spend half the night contemplating VS i E &» & VR O% 7% U:\ % ‘w
the spectacle of spring” (this poem appears in both the Kokin- v < W 2 2 Ko H Z % 23
o e T oz X L Db bt b Iz %
Wakashu and in Ariwara no Narihira in The Tales of Ise), he spent e Bk 5 < X F L & & D )
his nights neither awake nor asleep, and was pensive during the ,%;, ;F’? I 5 Iz T T ok 1% N
day as he watched the long rains that accompany spring. Leaving 7 I3 < &K E T H = 0 % H
the house at dusk to listen keenly to the evening bell. To the south < = Vo o B w3 35 ) %
is Mt. Kaku and Mt. Unebi lies to the west, but the village where " 2 ,CE\ “’5(‘ ;{)) Z’; 7;) %j_g ,%:\ %
o ) e . S ) 5w Z Z
Sakurago lives is festooned with flowers and it fills me with envy. ¥ 7]%_3] 2w E L ow ok b 5 ~
L % & 5% T T & &2 5 s
P T T AR S b L 2 F
BA 286 B 2 345 29 Z AN
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hésho School, Kongé School Story f z f Z 71)\5 ﬁ‘ w s Loy
b 70w
Woman How can I go on, enduring the pain of that man’s treatment of me 5 g é ’i.
until tomorrow. 7 4, 7 A — 2’ & oBy okE C L
ook R kA E A St o T
Reciters  Let this dusk be the end of my life. Thus decided, she turned her L T g Iz X % oA} 2 T T & % 3
face to the edge of the pond on Mt. Miminashi and saw, reflected VER + ") = * g”—; D £y L % 72; = 4
on the surface of the water, the face of the moon with its deep R k) - B b‘?: @ 4:;‘ %) /SRS g8 &
associations with the katsura tree. Her black hair like the foliage j% g ‘% ﬂ]/\t g% z2 &= 7 l(/ E Egé ;C)
e s H <
of the katsura tree untouched, she threw herself into the pond - g 5 T % D 2 M h <
where she drowned. No longer of this world, she had become ‘Mt. L ¢ ° ¢ L i A T Kb >
Minashi’ (literally ‘a body-less mountain’). Have pity on that name * 72 < 72 7 éE n ‘ﬂ; H I L HH
and mourn for her. % &) 28 I v > % T I T H
D w B vz 2 X z T B ¥
T % t 'EL'; ) DL 2 T
Kl il o bk T G5
4. The woman disappears H> 13 % w A % S L D
: fil ) ok Wz x A
The woman asks the priest to write her name in his book of believers. She j&'. ES 2 M n o ° B D
reveals that her name was once Katsurago, but then seeks refuge behind '?L j—o L t{; ‘/%{ Z FE 9 %-{
anonymity again. After receiving a Buddhist blessing from Shonin, the F H N e v D % £,
woman vanishes into the depths of the pond. L iﬁi w0 e A E ,O) g )
5 w o ANTER S
Woman I have a favor to ask of you, priest. Please put my name in your ')o /N {0) 1= > SN 5
book of believers as proof that I have joined the Yuzu Nembutsu o i D ?:E 13 AN L ;Ci
sect. e ~ ’l;gl v Ee) o) < ﬂﬂ:-\j"
A L VD) H S
D Ny %) < 7 %) )3?4 A
Shonin  That will be no trouble at all. Please tell me, what name should I 7 {)I% > > S z %
write? g % 7 :Ci fic 2 % i
& A : EJ
R ° D it
Woman Please write the name Katsurago. L ¢ i ~ ¥ D Oi‘
<o AL B
Shoni i ’ T A
onin  Pardon me, did you say Katsurago? i L — ET‘ 7
AN (=]
D e e ¥ WV
% 7> ~ gy
b El ¢ kS
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Reciters I can stay only so long. Please write the name Katsurago in the

book of believers. I will say no more, even if you ask me my

<
o v

name. I cannot listen, even to the words of a holy priest.  am
“Miminashi” (literally, ‘T have no ears with which to hear you;’ or

1 %) TS

Minashi: literally, ‘T am body-less’) and I do not live in this world.

g

And with these words, she sank into the waters of the pond.

Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hosho School, Kongé School Story = il #th ;Z 28 i: £
AN I
: . - . iz 2 i N
Woman No, after all (I'm afraid) I have forgotten it. Let’s not mention EE A
names. Just grant me a recitation of the Junen Buddhist invocation V) L_[j & 5 1% D 5 I:fﬁ 7 < u
(a manner of chanting a homage to Amida Buddha ten times). |z BR L 4 T B2 4t 2  z
~ S N N ~
& > ) i S - N 2
Shonin  Isee. I will not ask any further questions. Join your hands in ag 5 H i B i:ifl o 1A ?@ E\ I R
prayer: Namuamidabu**. o D K = ﬁ?\ + be _ L )o X
Woman Namuamidabu. o E— n T‘;j, 1;% I o
—~ - R
t A < oo i
Woman/Shonin A 2 § ;i;:_ﬂ & ==
When I (Amida Nyorai*?) become a Buddha, I will welcome all the ~ < E] x {A P!
people in the world who recite the Nembutsu in Paradise. W L i)/ in é
o —
H &
b
v
7z
L
ES
»a—
ES

M SPENROE [ roFARRS FA

S CHEE P T FRTUIRN A H T H A

]
i
<)
2 it o
*1 “Homage to Amida Buddha” or “I take refuge in Amida Buddha”” Also known as the =i | °
Nembutsu. The phrase invoked by followers of the Pure Land school in Japan. The Pure S >k /El\
3 — A
Land school asserts that one can attain rebirth in the Pure Land of Amida Buddha by WA ;g 28 %
simply chanting this phrase. ? . 5% <
*2 Amida Nyorai — referred to in Sanskrit as Amitabha Tathagata — the Buddha of Limitless I% 13 F‘Hﬁ 1% N
Light. T 5 S Vo [;: E
h v ° e
5. The priest and the local man converse (Interlude) Y T I < {7 +
i ¥k % fh &
Shonin asks the local man about Mitsuyama. The local man tells him the fable = Z ReR [ %; %z
3= > A -
of Kinnari, Katsurago and Sakurago, and encourages the priest to perform a ) 7 'y =] %
. . ) >
memorial service. ° v o A A )
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7. Sakurago appears

Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hosho School, Kongé School Story % f) g t i: J}\: AN
-
6. Shonin conducts a memorial servi Bl B 2 £
. Shonin conducts a memorial service qo) F H A
< > 1} L] ) 2 5 K Z
Shonin performs a memorial service for Katsurago, who sank to the bottom of 4 < [ JL Z = 0) &
the pond on Mt. Miminashi. 7 T C;’; % ?‘ D gﬂj‘ 3
X N K D B
- : W D\ = i NS e L
Shonin  Here is the resentment that sank to the bottom of the pond on o \ o = e 2
Miminashi. The pale morning moon is floating. Let us mourn the = A ;7,)3 Wi {}u <
passing of Katsurago, who has a connection with the moon. 1X n » T 3]
5 T G v
B
B
)
o

Sakurago appears, lured by the mountain breezes of Mt. Miminashi. She asks
Shonin to free her from the curse of Katsurago.

OIS
oS THRYNET A

Sakurago Good priest. I was lured here by the mountain breezes of this Mt.

£
z
<

Miminashi. Please help me. I am the woman they call Sakurago

QM T ~AFSEAR O SRR

('\4
EoT o FOHuA S OAITEUSITEESESHO (¢ Sk >rce-ce

i)
il
@
2
Z e
D )
X 7
) 3
I Z
iR Z
°) Iz
< b
: : T . R ¥ %
who lives on Mt. Unebi, but this wild wind is making me agitated z I K o
and I am becoming unhinged. For this reason, good priest, please RS = G
release me from the curse of Katsurago that possesses me like a % T A HH
storm raging over the flowers, the grudge she bears me for my sins. + ¥ 7 L:—‘ D
I ° & H
® oz T H 03
Vw9 =R 7
T w PR D 7>
oy g A
5 b Ja ) XS
B % )
T ) [ %
2N - 2 :
NI £ KS H
Hh X 9 < )
z D n o
R I % D
2 A it X &
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Reciters  But even the cherry tree sprouts green leaves once its blossoms

<
v

have scattered

A

Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hésho School, Kongé School Story E i E i 4‘% i 1‘% ?% A N
o r Ll
. i N -4
8. Katsurago vents her spite on Sakurago
N N/ N AN > “E ~\
Having spoken of her grudge against Sakurago as the second bride, Katsurago % %) E %; & ;{ 13%( ;L % n A 1))
vents her jealousy and regrets upon her in the so-called ‘uwanari-uchi’ The L i 3 z A 7z -~ 5 B
score settled, Sakurago and Kasturago ask the priest to pray for them so that < ES) F e D D Sk iz Z B H
they can be born in the Western Pure Land (paradise) before vanishing into 7]% ﬁi{ I £3) @ Iz H A % k\\ 2 =
o % > ) < ) > n L » U [
thin air. I~ B A < R
7] < < E3 2 ME - FE i 2 H 5
b L W K IRf 3 L m 5 E 7 ¥
Katsurago Oh, how I envy Sakurago. Spring is here and the flowers are =3 ¥ ¢ 1z H A it = P 5 % e
blooming again. After all these years of forgetting, seeing Sakurago < Z 54 Kk T < D BE ES J): A ;
wearing her best face for all to see fills me with jealousy. In the 7 g 7 + A el £ % l}/ V)\ %
~ > )
dappled light, even the katsura tree in the moon should resemble a % L= H D H Ly 7 L o s %
flower. D hE S \O) % Iz T ¥ X ﬁ -
T I & P ®% B F > B
b 3 L oz oz ko3
Reciters  And yet, who transferred his heart to Sakurago? A 2% ° 3 - VA A 'ﬁf oF T
3 2 L O = O ;)?g LB
Katsurago The flowers are in full bloom, so radiant they seem even to dilute b; < ¥ &b < j; z ¢ 1 j@
the light of the moon & < é 7%2, E‘ % /\; 1'?
W L Y 5 B )
2 ¥ 2> roc K
Reciters  Unable even to fight, Katsurago’s < V) ° N o ‘{ﬁ ‘Iﬁ
b z k 7? ~
Katsurago Envy only intensified. Her name may be Sakurago ;) z = ;C)
£ H ¢
2 ic & <
J:O
pEs
i
=

CHE A S e

Katsurago/Reciters

Why treat the katsura tree so differently? n

|
o T
x5
7373\ f:
wm D
/6\ c:
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e
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R
e

Sakurago Iam ashamed. I remain attached to this world and have no end

of resentment, so I have appeared here to repent before the great 2 # F L < vid W b + B
priest. B ES 7= 7 ¥ FS 1% n % b
oW L 5 7 I
Katsurago Behold that one. That Sakurago in all her flagrant glory and exces- 4 < 1t D S :74 &
sive beauty. ® T 28 ? '§; % ‘:\ L
2 L i = < U
. < & 2 b 72
Sakurago The season determines when the flowers bloom! Who would take Y ) < 7 X
issue with the blooms of spring? < ° 3 /) 7
k o

=

Katsurago I was told that flowers do not speak, so why do you clamor in this

way?

Sakurago Spring when flowers can bloom is the most transient of interludes,

AJHEAJFTBWRTEINESS

thus this is how we move our lips.

<
v

Katsurago But though the flowers may fall

o O AP E R TS 9+ S (¢
SFUAZTIEA IBEHEREO

Sakurago They will bloom again.

Katsurago Spring comes around each year

e
1%

Sakurago And in that season

(O > A

il
=

U RS YRRV LT OO MO IO HNRE
)
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i
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Hasho School, Konga School Story s i? i E
, E
Katsurago The third month of the lunar calendar (March)
iz 5 I & H oI kv kK & G
Reciters  The flowers bloom again. These blossoms, the envy of all eyes. MR P < & miR 9 B3 F+ 0 - 4
Moving to strike Sakurago — the second bride — she breaks off a 7)) K D ¥ 72 o ° 8 fb —~
branch of a standing katsura tree, and the mountain winds, pine N Z J:\ S “O ‘/'Co E % 7~?§ E
breezes and the soft breezes of spring on Mt. Miminashi wash 2 ¢ v % P < ., D US -
over her. Scatter like the snow, Sakurago. Be blown like a cloud. % % j%‘ Eg '8‘ % c\ii, % %: %) <o i<
Flowers return to their roots. I, too, am secretly envious. Beaten % Euq R B X % < iFT \z il% %
and slashed at as the second bride, like a kept hound, you refuse to H o 3 > R A N S/ ¢ 1l
run away. Cherry trees are cherry trees, but perhaps you are a dog E oD L ‘}Z%& ﬁ%g /N 4
cherry. Prostrating yourself, howling and screaming. When I look bi Eé @ 7; % 7:/ 5 }% ZS:L H %
at you, distressed and disturbed, sick and burning with the fire of L ‘é“ E Z W ;; 7o ﬁ H
fate, cherry tree you may be, Sakurago, but a scarlet winter cherry Box Vel 2 T b M o I
tree yet. Come, learn your lesson, learn your lesson, you! w ¢ ° D H B T 1 £
£ 3 & Z 5 5 g ©
Reciters/Katsurago j; . 52 f’Z 7, ‘EC ?;lf: 7]:/: 7;_
Ah, what a strange spectacle. N > . A
E T3 E R v IR
2.h L% A uL)
Reciters  So much for displaying retributive justice. Like a flower blooming z FE # % T o I % o
in spring, the temporary resentment is cleared away and the 910 + I X BRI L A
light of early dawn shines upon us. Let us hear the words of the % H TI’: % 2 A ° i) ?‘
Nembutsu so that both Sakurago and Katsurago may be born EE T 7?3 ESELLE % R f:
together in the Pure Land of the West. Good priest, please mourn < T? I?é ‘%)F o {% E:C A = %
their traces. 4 EL- X s z Wb iﬁ 2l
9 D % E N o5 b
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Sato.

Shonin  In my haste, it was not long before I arrived in the province of
Yamato. I have heard there is a famous place called Mitsuyama in

LR AN

this area, so I will inquire of a local to tell me of its history.

X

PN = —a A
Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story £ £ }’g% VY fgﬁﬂ _ :Ii j; —
A A A LT o &8 & |7
' o 7t A r & R wok %
This part from Utaibon in Kanze School = ) D A = & IJ_I
o
* Since there are marked differences between the schools, two versions of the play are given = a—: EE ~ * ,L\ % 'f L\ %: Zl_“r:\’ E % é E3
here: the Hosho and Kongo school version, and the Kanze school version. <“ D J){ cl: Li c7;> \7%\: 0\_ 7&) A IR —
\ = = N
* The translation of the Hosho and Kongo school version starts on page 1. ) E ’I‘E Iﬁj j( j( D 5 ﬁ% ()] 1T x% ]
L 2 R Mm% B & == ¢
Iz w7 2 0 2 é}; 15 I i
T Y S IR O
1. Enter Rydnin Shoni N &
nter Ryonin Shonin Gi\ ﬂ 5 = = % b g} : b
Ryonin Shonin, who is spreading the teachings of the Yuzu Nembutsu sect VA N H A s T = %) =S ;F
throughout the land, is heading for the paths of Yamato. He asks a local man < 1 % ) 7RI 5 /]\ & c
about Mitsuyama, a prominent landmark in the province of Yamato. K D AL I T = % | % &
*D % &) T\ ?o g& l; oy Vi S 5
Ryonin Shonin/low-ranking priest 2 > i J>: j; I /% " %: gﬁ: =
& T ) - A 1
Let’s travel the paths of Yamato Province, home to Mitsuyama Iz W & Rl L yap £ E
~ ° L
with the same ‘three’ in its name as the Buddha’s teachings of the 5 Z A . ] Iy N D
three minds (the sincere mind, the deep mind, and the mind that ] % 2o & ] % il &
transfers merit toward birth in the Pure Land). E3 S < ] 2 B D
L e ‘g i ’r% %
ft EEA A J
Shonin I am Ryonin, a monk from Ohara. I am spreading the teachings of o 7“!‘% R Y4 i %ﬁ
the Yuzu Nembutsu sect throughout the land. I am now heading to Z D ° 9 *
the province of Yamato to spread the teachings of Nembutsu. D [ j; EA
5 %
Shonin/low-ranking priest ’;}j l§ ?)]
Leaving the familiar village of Ohara-no-Sato, I journeyed through = <
Fukakusa and Kohata-no-Seki, resting at Uji and arriving in the m N D
province of Yamato upon passing through the village of Ide-no- L % »j}?
b= B
% T
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S
Ht

RS EO (0 i T AT EHRRYIR

SEFATIIRN T a3 (

O 8 &F S TRy

B

BEBGR— 5 LY A theg‘%com -12- http://Wwww.the-noh.com



- Ty ok
=omox = il
+ 3 T
Story A 1;]%_] % Loy s j'g
i anze School N S
Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) K D N 75‘ é; N 2 FHEJ
PR B 8 %N 9 V
S — — = P
Low-ranking priest 52 Seo30 1= & TSR A
: : w5 D D 1 L D R
T % 3
Let’s do so. s (o T R R VRN ) . 0_) % L 2
. I man tells him . S -, N %5 L N ) —
(Ryonin Shonin asks a local man about Mltsuya;\n/[a‘ lj;he;?(fllt Miminashi = % E: %{L j; N ; }CL_K g') f 2 b: é: ‘O/C)
in but three: Mt. Unebi, Mt. D —
that Mitsuyama is not one mountain but thr 5 N % % ijji E N o 8 T A N
and Mt. Kaku.) i £ g) '72-1: 0 {C : 1;513 55 &l < Iz z
T I A N o0 b H o D
ion L TR e ;¢ B E ?
A woman appears and answers Shonin’s queStlo ) \IE; 5‘) E’ L ,f% 60 =70 Lj' : ‘( 7L:
2.Aw Long ago VAN < i kX 4 nk'):' I t = ;))
i a. 4 7NN g
A woman appears and begins to relate the legend‘ of Mltsg?\r:wo women, i ?I)] o~ il 7, io ] % ;ﬁ 5 A
th;vre was a man who lived on Mt. Kaku who fell in lovs 'V\;l(atsurago loses the \:E; : J%% % Z = 9 2 Z %o i<
iminashi and Sakurago of Mt. Unebi. - = - 5 . =
Katsurago of Mt. Miminashi and Sa . 8 d where she drowns. T c: \l bY > EF' O) % gg[{ ° é Fﬁ —g
fight for his love and throws herself into a pon b ° { L i 8 7 D <
. ou ask, few people know g iu)_il CEE SN & ) # A
Woman  Greetings to you fair priest. \X/hateV.el’ Y e of the three moun- + b > 3 ) ?g + & Li\ I
. This mountain is on ° i |z H >
much about this place. hu. It is known as ° 5 < g EES - )
tains mentioned in the first book Of}I:'/[a\)r:/};:; my obsession, all this - T ; 5‘) 2'; j; gm ICJ;I m E}él
.. . t. Minashi. N N Z - oD
both Mt. Miminashi and M ing to return to this world. 2 ok oE T B ES o
talk of venerable old tales has me wantlngk the waters of the i E F 95 — 2y — lji
. into the ~
Listen to the story of the villager who san 0&; ZJ\ g Iz E_ _ B oc D 3
pond on Mt. Miminashi long ago. ,; 13 ° % ; 03 7w D °
& ’ ]
tains ) S El 50 -
oni I see. In Manyoshu it is written that there were three mOl;n nd and 3C 3? DN 5:3{ S
Shonin . e ince of Yamato and that Mt. Kaku was the husba i N H iZ,b < % ﬁi 13
in the provi o . he women who fOught over N L hﬁ [E] ) &L- 7’;:
: Miminashi were the . /3
Mt. Unebi and Mt. ther legends on this lr o % - H 4
him among these three mountains. There are o I F DY = v 59 N
im v —
ject, I am sure. Please elaborate. % [J_l ﬂﬁ EE IJ-I ; [J-l lﬂﬁ\ .
subject, iz & o % a
/REE 7K :;.E 5 L % o
D i &k ) ¢ H: 1ig:
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story

Woman

Shoénin

Woman

Shonin

Woman

Shonin

Woman

Shonin

Woman

To begin, the mountain you see to the south is Mt. Kaku, that
to the west Mt. Unebi. Together with Mt. Miminashi, the three
mountains are also known as the mountains of one man and two
women.

So, how was it decided that Mt. Kaku was to be the husband?
That is because a man who lived on Mt. Kaku had exchanged
marriage vows with two women, one living on Mt. Unebi, the
other on Mt. Miminashi, and he visited both.

So, the name of the woman of Mt. Unebi

Her name was Sakurago, a beautiful woman of refined taste
And the name of the woman of Mt. Miminashi

Katsurago, a woman of beauty and kindness.

Now, these two women were at war with one another

The two were both beautiful — Sakurago like a flower, Katsurago
with the beauty of a green leaf
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story

Shonin

Woman

Reciters

And the depth of their love for the man
It would be hard to choose between them.

This Mitsuyama belongs to this same world, yet follows two
paths. It has been many years since anyone has even mentioned
the name Mitsuyama, yet talking about Mt. Kaku in this way, it
no longer feels possible to remain detached. Our Mt. Miminashi
lost the battle with Mt. Unebi and Katsurago sacrificed herself in
the waters of the pond. O, Shonin, please mourn for the soul of
Katsurago.

3. The woman’s tale

The woman elaborates further on the legend of Mitsuyama. She tells Shonin

that Kinnari of Kashiwade visited two women, Sakurago and Katsurago, but

was won over by Sakurago. Katsurago, feeling hard done by, throws herself

into the pond where she drowns. The woman as Shonin to perform a memo-

rial service for Katsurago.

Shonin

Reciters

Please tell me more about the legend of Mitsuyama.

To begin, this tale of Mitsuyama in the province of Yamato is
an old, old story. There once was a man named “Kinnari of
Kashiwade”

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story
Woman There were also two graceful and beautiful women, Katsurago and
Sakurago EEREE B - A U - D | A Gl
& 0 N i g % D % D 2 e %= A 7
Reciters  Both were bound in marriage to Kinnari of Kashiwade. Kinnari of 7z :O 3 % < = 2 D hA D L % Z
Kashiwade had deep affection for both women, and every night as D Pl liﬁi L FE S @ ¥ H S D
the moon was rising, he visited their homes on Mt. Unebi and Mt. VC‘\ O%) ;2 2 i ﬁ {j )% % EC) f‘{j BE;
Miminashi. B35 A L < I W D §: A Ies
h 2 5 i3 # < & AT F
Woman  He traveled back and forth between the two villages. As beautiful D ol e FIR #% + 50 D D k\
as the robes worn by a maid-in-waiting % oW L ) xS B B A %
b b A SO T S A o
Reciters  Delicate Sakurago and celestial Katsurago (Sakurago of the flowers ?% I 0)0 ; f% ? _%) % ﬁz\ % b&l
and Katsurago of the moon) were competing El% Eﬁ z L A 4 v = — b )
2 T O F ~ N 7 % ® % -t
Woman  But the man’s heart was fickle and inconstant and, won over by % e F oo D > 3 Ei3 N A
Sakurago, he transferred his affections and his visits to the village + 9 i f?a L 0\‘), D é /\{ D
of Miminashi ceased - LR 3 ‘JE ﬁi‘ 7":0 L
I/ 78 ¥ Y 173 &
, 7ok T b i e
Reciters  Katsurago became resentful and downcast. He has deserted me, B v o F ) 7 ES L 2
has set his heart on that Sakurago, and of me and my affections 2 O 3 H N 6N L oz T
ANE k9 & 5 © H < ES
Woman He thinks no more z k9 O? ? DA L
W o 7z X % D> 2 bﬁi
3= 3 D
Reciters  His visits cease. Upon reflection, Katsurago now feels it is only % Z%) E 3 E % i % 3
natural that a person with divided loyalties should prove unreli- F L 1k & L h ® — 73
able. It would never have been possible for us to remain together Iz ¢ T k& 1% ° \C: A <
in happy union. Besides, for everything there is a season; ‘tis the 3 b ZF Q % H i 0;.; 0>
way of world. Especially now that it is spring, it would be bear to ;‘b) %O E’i - b‘ Ji% :C) {17"
N N
harbor a grudge against a man whose affections have shifted to T Ié - % Vo
— —
Sakurago — a woman who bears the name of the cherry blossoms woE Y B t, ~ T &
in full bloom. I, Katsurago, was crowned with the name of a tree - e 5 I %
that bears no blooms. It is no wonder that he has grown tired of ﬂ\ 5 J): D 5'5 ;%
me with my lonely, autumnal heart. And, as in the words of the X g 29 - AN 2
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story

song, “neither rising nor sleeping, spend half the night contemplat-
ing the spectacle of spring” (this poem appears in both the Kokin-
Wakashu and in Ariwara no Narihira in The Tales of Ise), he spent
his nights neither awake nor asleep, and was pensive during the
day as he watched the long rains that accompany spring. Leaving
the house at dusk to listen keenly to the evening bell. To the south
is Mt. Kaku and Mt. Unebi lies to the west, but the village where
Sakurago lives is festooned with flowers and it fills me with envy.

Woman How can I go on, enduring the pain of that man’s treatment of me
until tomorrow.

Reciters  Let this dusk be the end of my life. Thus decided, she turned her
face to the edge of the pond on Mt. Miminashi and saw, reflected
on the surface of the water, the face of the moon with its deep
associations with the katsura tree. Her black hair like the foliage
of the katsura tree untouched, she threw herself into the pond
where she drowned. No longer of this world, she had become “Mt.
Minashi” Have pity on that name and mourn for her.

4. The woman disappears

The woman asks the priest to write her name in his book of believers. She
reveals that her name was once Katsurago, but then seeks refuge behind
anonymity again. After receiving a Buddhist blessing from Shonin, the woman
vanishes into the depths of the pond.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-com
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story ﬁ L5 f z f z i: Z f £
sl
Woman I have a favor to ask of you, priest. A
- ZOE N B S S S S SR
Shonin ~ What can I do for you? ?\‘ * 4t 2 Z s 1% < il ®H A
S N A S | T S S
Woman Please put my name in your book of believers as proof that I have o 1A ?@ &\ ’%’ FE + ‘/: 1é L ES
joined the Yuzu Nembutsu sect. é\ % 52 - cg f j% Z ?f ;)t g%‘
— -
- | Z it S oon 4% B % T A » W
Shonin  That will be no trouble at all. Please tell me, what name should I ¥ B DL i > X N > ° W
write? i< N E % L ( ° 7c L
;‘3% 2 ) Hi $ 7 < E 7
Woman Please write the name Katsurago. X 1IN 12 Kl % =) @) & 1/:
T Z S T ° S
Shonin  Pardon me, did you say Katsurago? % Z £ + i S D
i b 0 72 £ A &
Woman  No, after all, I do not want to give you my name. Please grant me a N [ F {r] D )
recitation of the Junen Buddhist invocation (a manner of chanting ffg 7z L 3& ’I/% ¥
a homage to Amida Buddha ten times) first. %C\ %’ ;)11 Ei/ 2 j;
— El ° 3 il
Shonin  I'see. I will not ask any further questions. Join your hands in gg ¥ i L 1z
prayer: Namuamidabu™. IILB V) g X =
D 5 3
| s & o
Woman Namuamidabu. N % '%‘ n
N L #® <
Woman/Shénin 1'% < 5 ¢
When I (Amida Nyorai*?) become a Buddha, I will welcome all the L N < 7
people in the world who recite the Nembutsu in Paradise. Z 53] < =)
5 i 72 v
ey X °
bi oo
e o
LN °
%z
5
Z
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Shonin/low-ranking priest

G,
o)

Let us mourn for Katsurago, who, in the depths of her grief, has

TN

long petitioned for tears to be shed over her. As the night fades
away with the recitation of the Buddhist prayer, a violent storm
seems to have blown in.

Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story f J}\: VAN f JA: h H
S S e N -
Reciters I can stay only so long. Please write the name Katsurago in the = H A |Ho= A
book of believers. I will say no more, even if you ask me my w B 5% z Vo & N RN A
name. I cannot listen, even to the words of a holy priest. [ am Vo e 0) & 7 oz A 9 0 4 B
“Miminashi” (literally, ‘T have no ears with which to hear you; or BHoql (ﬂ-} 3 B - @D & o HI W
Minashi: literally, T am body-less’) and I do not live in this world. b Oj): {CJE 2 (2) o & . H ;Z' 5
And with these words, she sank into the waters of the pond. L() 7]%'3 o Ly o )%% 2 iﬁ /{E\E ?‘i 2’
=
| . . ) ¢ T 2 = D~ 5 D
*1 “Homage to Amida Buddha” or “I take refuge in Amida Buddha” Also known as the L N [ % }Ee-‘ H j/l, {)
Nembutsu. The phrase invoked by followers of the Pure Land school in Japan. The Pure > R ) 1z ; cE 51 < Z
i ~
Land school asserts that one can attain rebirth in the Pure Land of Amida Buddha by \27155[5( L 7z % A ]\ B i) n
simply chanting this phrase. L A gh . =z ) % § F
*2 Amida Nyorai — referred to in Sanskrit as Amitabha Tathagata — the Buddha of Limitless E: _0,_“; %—: % T v T
Light = & © s ES
| AN T : > T
K T 7, Fit A
vk %) < @ 4
5. The priest and the local man converse (Interlude) g i ﬁ A fﬁ] T;E
- -
. . . 7z < 8 5 T
Shonin asks the local man about Mitsuyama. The local man tells him the fable X fH R I Kk
of Kinnari, Katsurago and Sakurago, and encourages the priest to perform a 3) A N 1% ¥ +
memorial service. 7LCO g ER éE g 3%5
=
7 g g &
IEE, N E) T‘ %
6. Shonin conducts a memorial service W £ H 3 ¢
/ﬂé I 0)\\ Flﬂl;j 7
Shonin performs a memorial service for Katsurago, who sank to the bottom 17 By T ¢ =y
of the pond on Mt. Miminashi. 335 3 g = Y 2
7, % h &
/. IR
& %
A
&
z
o)

A NIRRT
RE
o O A S e ] 5T
e

=

B

BEBGR— 5 LY A theg‘%com -19- http://Wwww.the-noh.com



g q ﬁ:: l/ N N/ l-\ T\;f > H t
Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story L3 . 7 )
73 z
N7 ? v c E‘Z o
Ho~ LS FELL
7. Sakurago appears P F TR F
. W o» 2 A S A I i A o
Sakurago appears, lured by the mountain breezes of Mt. Miminashi. She asks 32 N H J)Z A (1)) X K 9 A X% E;L &
Shonin to free her from the curse of Katsurago. & A \\; 2 j‘f 1] 2] L 2 X C; 1%
Cx B LE s TR or %
» O »
Sakurago Can you hear me, all you people? Lured here by the mountain g ?: 23 B 7 E 7?; z{j ;) F?j =
breezes of this Mt. Mimimashi, it is scandalous that I am become o1 9 BH E e \/{ ;. b
so agitated. I am the woman they call Sakurago who lives on Mt. by 5 bj: F - A n
Unebi, but this wild wind affects me and I am becoming unhinged. it = » o Ci\ e iz 2 & 7 T;
For this reason, people, please release me from the curse of D BA % E " F }'?IE;\ D 7'1’; f]i "
Katsurago that possesses me like a storm raging over the flowers, J): = Vo B £ '7]\17; J): _ £
the grudge she bears me for my sins. 02 }% ° oz é\ 02 T‘é 03 2
v E 5 L IE b H 5
Z 5 i L J 2 D K n
8. Katsurago vents her spite on Sakurago 5 W s N /| %O
X 7 2 %5 w0
- - . oz % % = 3l
Having spoken of her grudge against Sakurago as the second bride, Katsurago 72 H ¢ = 03 o 1o £
vents here jealousy and regrets upon her in the so-called ‘uwanari-uchi’ The K 2 &5 3 YRS {% I 13
score seemingly settled, the dawn breaks as if dispelling the illusions of the L i" - ° T T O ) =
two women, and the monk awakens from his dream. ARES 1 [ A A
D N 3
r 7 % TEE O <
Katsurago Oh, how I envy Sakurago. Spring is here and the flowers are Z i 72; o9 [lé:’ D I
blooming again. After all these years of forgetting, seeing Sakurago E t zj'?’ ;C) l%) i3 z%’ :?b
wearing her best face for all to see fills me with jealousy. In the g X 2 2 b n O D
dappled light, even the katsura tree in the moon should resemble a oY E L H o = fA =4
flower. 7 E E.« + T X 0‘) )
ES o A D N T D _;2
L= 3 4ok g ik
o< & hok 2L 2
o l{ . B _‘%‘ N N h T
kY = iR <
nols A o BB B n
H s B2 C G 2o X
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story
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Reciters  And yet, who transferred his heart to Sakurago?

<
o v

v AE & AN P E 3 1R r 4 %
Katsurago The flowers are in full bloom, so radiant they seem even to dilute 1z 2 Va0 Ve 5 9 D paY 9 1% Va0
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Katsurago Envy only intensified. Her name may be Sakurago i X V) < L W 3 iE 7?;
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Reciters  But even the cherry tree sprouts green leaves once its blossoms X o Bk é é %i 7[% VC‘\ ?
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Shonin  Ah, what a pitiful state of affairs. Abandon your obsession, please, 2 . = o
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Katsurago I was told that flowers do not speak, so why do you clamor in

i ? ),
this way? ) L ES B 42| Tif ZES ES <
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Sakurago Spring when flowers can bloom is the most transient of interludes, D i —_ 5 e L °
thus this is how we move our lips. Co 7?§ ﬁ 2 < 1t
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Katsurago But though the flowers may fall % e § IJ’: %é)(
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Sakurago They will bloom again.
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Katsurago Spring
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Sakurago Comes around each year
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Katsurago And in that season
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Sakurago The third month of the lunar calendar (March)
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Reciters  The flowers bloom again. These blossoms, the envy of all eyes. ,}% °

Moving to strike Sakurago — the second bride — she breaks off a
branch of a standing katsura tree, and the mountain winds, pine
breezes and the soft breezes of spring on Mt. Miminashi wash
over her. Scatter like the snow, Sakurago. Be blown like a cloud.
Flowers return to their roots. I, too, am secretly envious. Beaten
and slashed at as the second bride, like a kept hound, you refuse to
run away. Cherry trees are cherry trees, but perhaps you are a dog
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cherry. Prostrating yourself, howling and screaming. When I look

—
1%
p

at you, distressed and disturbed, sick and burning with the fire of
fate, cherry tree you may be, Sakurago, but a scarlet winter cherry
tree yet. Come, learn your lesson, learn your lesson, you! Ah, what

B 9
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a strange spectacle. So much for displaying retributive justice.
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains) Kanze School Story

Like flowers blooming in springtime, both Sakurago and Katsurago
take their revenge. As if dispelling long-harbored delusions, the
sky, which had been covered with clouds and haze, now brightens
with the early light of day. The morning sun shines on Asuka vil-
lage and the River Asuka and, like the waters of a river, we awaken
from our dreams and discover that this has all been a wild tale.
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Mitsuyama (The Three Mountains)

Synopsis

The great Buddhist priest Ryonin Shonin, who has left
Ohara to spread the teachings of the Yuzu Nembutsu*’ sect
throughout Japan, visits Mitsuyama (the eponymous three
mountains) in the province of Yamato (present-day Nara
Prefecture). A woman appears before Shonin, who has asked
alocal man about the history of the three famous mountains
in the area. The woman begins to recount the legend of the
love affair between one man and two women that is associated
with the three mountains. In the story, a man called “Kinnari
of Kashiwade” who lives on Mount Kaku, lavished affection on
two women, Katsurago*? of Mount Miminashi and Sakurago
of Mount Unebi, but before long the man’s affections shift to
Sakurago and the abandoned Katsurago throws herself into a
pond on Mount Miminashi, where she drowns. The woman who
recounts this love story reveals that she is in fact Katsurago and
asks the priest to write her name in his book of believers (the
Yuzu Nembutsu) before disappearing into the bottom of the
pond on Mount Miminashi.

Shonin asks the local man to retell story of the three
mountains and of Kinnari, Katsurago and Sakurago, and
conducts a memorial service. Thereupon, (the ghost of)
Sakurago appears, lured by the winds of Mount Miminashi, and
asks the priest to release Katsurago from the grudge that haunts
her. (The ghost of) Katsurago then appears and, as she speaks of
her resentment toward Sakurago, begins attacking the second
bride*?, causing Sakurago to suffer. After Katsurago works off
her grudge against Sakurago, the two spirits express the wish to
find their way to Paradise by receiving a Buddhist blessing from

the priest before disappearing into thin air.

=

Yuzu Nembutsu is a Japanese Buddhist sect that stresses the permeating
effect (yuzu) of nembutsu (nem meaning ‘mindfulness’ and butsu being
‘buddha; thus nembutsu is ‘mindfulness of Buddha’), the invocation of
the name of the Buddha Amida (Amitabha Buddha, whose name means
‘immeasurable light’) Thus, the belief was that not only the person who
chants the name but all humanity benefits from the practice of nembutsu.

Literally, ‘Child of the Katsura tree. Cercidiphyllum japonicum, the Katsura
tree is native to China and Japan. It is prized for its beautiful shape and
attractive deciduous foliage. It is instrumental in Asian folklore and is
incorporated into many ancient Chinese and Japanese legends, including an
explanation for the shadow on the moon.

This act of a first wife venting her jealousy on a second bride is known as
‘uwanari-uchi’ (literally, ‘slapping a second wife’). This ancient custom of
attacking the concubine existed from the end of the Heian period to the
early Edo era.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

The play “Mitsuyama” is based on a love story between a
man and two women, set on the three famous mountains in
the village of Askua (in Nara Prefecture). Although based on
the poetic anthology “Manyoshu” (literally, ‘Collection of Ten
Thousand Leaves’), the distinctly Noh take on this legend,
where Mount Kagu is presented as the husband and the other
two mountains as his wives, lends the tale a unique theatricality.

The ‘uwanari-uchi’ performed by Katsurago is a medieval
custom in which “after making a declaration, ex-wives would
gather their relatives and friends and attack the husband’s
new wife,” and is a wild, tempestuous scene. Her bloom long
faded, Katsurago’s jealousy and desolation toward the dazzling
Sakurago is sublimated through her beating of this second
bride.

This play has been performed continuously by the Hosho
school since the mid-Edo period and was incorporated into the
Kongo school repertoire at beginning of the Showa era. The
modern version of the play as performed by the Kanze school
was revived in 1985.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject

Season
Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Hosho, Kongo, Kanze
The Fourth Group Noh (one of the so-called Mad Plays or Miscellaneous)

Unkonwn

“Manyoshu" Book 1, Book 16, etc. (‘Collection of Ten Thousand Leaves;, the
oldest extant collection of Japanese poems compiled c. 759 during the

Nara Period)

Spring

Yamato Province (present-day Nara Prefecture), Mount Miminashi

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Tsure

Waki
Waki-tsure
Ai
Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Tsure

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Tsure

Waki

Number of scenes

Length

A woman

Katsurago

Sakurago

The great Buddhist priest Ryonin Shonin

A low-ranking priest (the play is performed both with and
without this character)

A local man

Zo-onna, Fukai, etc.
Masukami, etc.
Ko-omote

Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (a long belt worn by female roles
tied long and thinly and extending from the top of the wig
like a hachimaki), karaori-kinagashi (a gorgeous lined
garment representative of Noh costumes, the karaori is
worn by female characters), kitsuke / surihaku (a type of
short-sleeved kimono with smaller cuffs / a type of lined
short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the
costume of a female character), and a fan.

The nochi-shite is shedding the karaori (one way of
wearing a costume; the right sleeve of the karaori is left to
drape unworn to the floor; this shows only the surihaku of
the upper right side of the garment and is often used for
crazed or working women) that the mae-shite was robed
in an holds a laurel branch.

Kazura, kazura-obi, karaori-kinagashi (nugikake — see
above), kitsuke / surihaku. Holds a branch of cherry
blossoms (sakura).

Sumiboshi (or‘angled hat’as worn by monk roles with

the top folded into a triangle and the rear draped down
the back of the performer), mizugoromo (a widely used
long-sleeved garment worn by male and female
characters of lesser standing), kitsuke / muji-noshime (a
plain-weave, lined short-sleeved kimono worn as the
innermost layer of the costumes of male characters of
lesser standing), koshiobi, a fan, and juzu (a string of prayer
beads joined by a thread to form a circle and attached to
a tassel).

Naga-kamishimo (the formal dress of higher-ranking
samurai), kitsuke / dan-noshime, kogatana (a small sword),
and a fan.

Two
About 1 hour and 15 minutes
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