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1. Merchant Appears
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A merchant is selling sake in Abeno in Settsu Province. Some young men v f_@
N
come to drink together and start to hold a party. The merchant finds them > =
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peculiar and tries to ask them their names. 3 B fiz =
Ji A
Merchant Iam a man living around Abeno in Settsu Province. I came to the % < D % 5e
market here in Abeno to sell sake. Many young men—I do not I i b = 2
know where they came from—drank sake and partied together, % - 7 1 <
% < U] R
before they returned to their homes. It was a little strange, so A Iz g 2
- >
if they come again today, I am going to ask them their names ) ") L
and who they are. / I am a merchant selling sake at the market 3 & N
in Abeno. Recently, a young man from nowhere in particular e KA P
. . . v %) v
came to my shop. He loves sake so I am going to wait for him to o

come today again. / I am a merchant selling sake at the market
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in Abeno. Recently, a young man who came from nowhere in
particular bought and drank my sake, but I never saw him leave
my shop. If he comes again today, I am going to ask his name and
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find out who he is.
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2. Villager Appears A A ngs A
5o R L W2t v K s E S 0
On an autumn morning full of the singing of bell crickets, a villager heads to L& D ) E fz |\ » H o L D Fk &
the market in Abeno with his friend. 7z B D B il 5 JE 5tk 2 1%
P e 5, onn ks op W
= /> - > -
Villager and Villager’s Friend z %\ h }’? V) ae T = I K k\ ﬁ S
. . N 2) [ ~® ) ®oE 720
When I hear the singing of bell crickets who cry as though they 7= H ) Lo ) N ° B H
- ip
are waiting for an autumn past to return, I am reminded of my old 1=N7)) J5 Z ﬁ oz P N 1w ) A
friend. }) b4 et % Wl ﬁ« 3 4 i D G ;;
oo & P F g Ja o $ N
Villager ~ As the autumn winds blow, the night has grown late. As it is now AL\ S| A ZZ h 27 Q 03 o % L
s . . a B % B T T fi e 2
eptember (according to the lunar calendar), the moon remains Vo Tk - I F v A 2 % It
visible in the dawn sky, and cold morning winds blow briskly. 7 g D N o B { 2 2 L ¢ i Iz
R O LR Tom
Villager and Friend 5 2 ‘CC 3 /s H v (o B i éﬂf
One after another, crowded together so tightly that their sleeves A& th il N % i ” 3 T\ H 7 D
are touching each other, many merchants are walking toward &C) 72‘ Eii l%) il % 7 Tﬁ é‘é il
the market. The leaves of grass growing by the side of street are Vo 174 i X 7 JEE '< N
covered with morning dew and look deep green. The sun starts { % ) z < 7 PR ;)L A &
to rise. People are wearing a variety of robes, instead of straw ° o NG ¢ \\ D o H 22} rg‘)
raincoats, and go together to the market in Abeno. Bﬂ 9 2 ij VC\ T = D >
% T ) i o M r 7 7,
3
Villager and Friend / Villager %)} é)\ % ¥od JH; l}) F,%
Although it is called “faraway village,” the village of Oriono (liter- J5i = % D < 7 ?
ally, “far-away field”) is located near here. When we walk on the 1% 7 {ﬁ = v 5 L
beach of Sumiyoshi, ocean winds travel over the autumn grasses [i] 7 2 f'?{] 4 b5 A
growing in the field along the beach. H § S H ° 2 5
Voo /) b =l < D
: . — e < i ; K
Friend ~ Ocean winds blow over the autumn grasses growing in the field o< L D D e o
along the beach. A N K £ 23 23
EIRe it z % i 5
Villager and Friend D < LEE F 3]
Pine trees rustle in the wind, and the waves are crashing off the Z S N BR < i
shore. Mingling with such sounds is the voice of merchants who
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are calling to their friends. We are chatting away as we walk in the e i (7 > H
middle of these sounds. How interesting is this field of Abeno. < H ;"i ‘<( o i A : H f7<7’~ Eﬁ% ey b I_ﬁ
75,»% 2 R £k £ T LW T A
3. The Villager Buys Sake from the Merchant T i v A é)\ T \ )o 2% 5,_ é A >
o N - ° N N ) [ 4
. g’ < % 717) S ) ,j_,:"E“ (. 563 E
As always, the villager visits the merchant, buys his sake, and drinks together 7 F }C Ji ;%)\ :C) 2 g 2 ? 5 =
Z . O &
with his friend. t @ S & |—E| 5 I F ‘g 5
L B D |z >z
i i f sake and < - fll & ) H % 7:-6 <
Merchant I heard that Bai Juyi wrote a poem lauding the virtues of s g ¢ W7 5 b : A k\ i
counted sake, a koto, and poetry as his friends. As we understand iFA b > n 0}:\ 4 ~ /7*\ "
his sentiments even today, I prepare a barrel of sake and cups at % L 5K A 50 AT T\ < %[ N
my shop in the market and wait for people to come in for a drink. B E % Ei N i Iy ;E 2 ; %
Hello everyone, please come in and drink some sake. (S ¢ 0 % i VY = (S {%ﬁ
< X L S 3¢ X ?@ ==
. Is chrysanthemums 3 2 B & =
Villager  “Although my house is not a place that sells ¢ rysan. , ] ) 7 % r:: o F"ﬂ . n S5 o W
ople have come and are clamoring at my gate, trying to get 6\_\ Iz Bk Iz < v A T N
peop & % ik 5
hrysanthemums” (based on an old poem from an unknown L Jt D : V0= AN D flE K
some chry: ¥ 5 o i oI Iz L
source). I understand how this poet must have felt. Now, scoop up > 2 ¢ Y% 5 ‘ N /7.5: ‘IE! & 7%
some of this wonderful sake for everyone and treat them well. X Z D ﬁ/ﬂ 4 /% f% % [)l )fy;]: ﬂ;g
Merchant That man has come here again. I brought more sake today. Please Q + vooRe T $ ﬁ N 5
console your heart with cups of sake and enjoy playing music, = 7‘)2 i’ j) é). 5 % 2 N> _3;
dancing, and reciting poems. Please take your time. % &)'_ }i 7 % i 5 ﬂ\ ﬂf
) z< L% g & 2
Villager O, are you encouraging us to stay and relax here as long as we b > 3 < ?f,; j‘% b%‘ 0_) VC\
tke? o 2 X <: i 3 % r =
AN ¢ L x L N
Merchant Yes, that’s right. Even if the sun sets, please do not abandon me ) 8 7‘% 5 ;() 5 WL d
and miss the scenery under the moon. %)): < %ﬁ; o é ff % fﬁ k
Iz VoEX S el %
L CER ¢ n ik o %
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Matsumushi (Bell Crickets) Story

Villager  No need to mention it. How could I possibly abandon my drinking

friends? An old poem of Bai Juyi’s says that, “Under the flowers,
Merchant we forget to return home, because
Villager  the scenery is so beautiful”

Villager and Merchant
His poem goes on to say that “it was a spring wind that encour-
aged me to drink, in front of a barrel of sake”

Group Reciters
The wind blowing today is an autumn wind, so this is the perfect
season to warm up our chilly bodies with a cup of sake. Let’s
enjoy drinking sake, the best medicine for good health, love it and
indulge ourselves with it, until we forget to return to the place
of the chrysanthemum flowers. Although the sun has set, we are
used to staying out at night with friends. The moon is reflected in
the cups of sake we raise and our faces — beautiful as the scatter-
ing flowers — gradually turn red, as we empty more cups. People
celebrate a thousand years or more of prosperity with chrysan-
themums. When I hear the everlasting singing of bell crickets
(matsumushi), whose name includes the word matsu (“pine tree”),
a symbol of longevity, I feel that everlasting friendship is the most
precious treasure I could obtain in this market.
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Matsumushi (Bell Crickets) Story

4. Story of the Villager

The villager says he was reminded of his friend by the singing of bell crickets,
so the merchant asks the reason. The villager tells the story of a man whose
friend died when he went to look for bell crickets, and then he reveals that he
is indeed the ghost of the man who lost his friend. He then disappears into
the throngs of people at the market.

Merchant I'd like to ask you something.

Villager =~ What is it?

Merchant You just mentioned that you were reminded of your friend by the
singing of bell crickets. Is there some story behind what you said?
/ Why did you say such a thing?

Villager  Yes. There is something a story / some history behind it. I will tell

you about it.

Merchant Well, then, please narrate the story.

Villager A long time ago, when two men walked together through this pine
field of Abeno / two men who lived in this neighborhood walked
together one evening, bell crickets sang pleasantly / very coldly.
One of the men was drawn toward the sound and went into the
field to look for the crickets. Since he did not return for some
time, the other man, concerned for his friend, went into the field
to look for him. The other man then found his friend lying down
on grass wet with dew, dead. He made up his mind to die together
with the friend. How could this happen? With deep sorrow he
cried for his friend, but there was nothing more he could do.
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Reciters  He buried his deceased friend in the ground there. He thought Jg O A
their relationship would be forgotten, but rumors about them i < R 2 0 mn >z -z L z o
never faded away. I feel sad that people have spread the rumor that Z= =S < % &= < 9 Z o 1 » |7
the chirp of bell crickets makes me miss my friend. Even today, 1 L %% W *% &= L % D Zi VA3 “)) k
I was attracted to the sound of bell crickets and come here to k QA <o ; H EJN E- Z o\ 2 ES <
reminisce about my friend, transforming myself into a visitor to / \,G; l%’ Z N v ; Z:\ F L A é'::' 7%; %}/\
hiding myself among the visitors to the market. I am the ghost of 3; D % o il ,%; g £ e g T
the man who lost his friend. So pitiful is my story, I can tell you no ) K o & 2 YD K 9T
more about it. So saying, the ghost disappears into the people in D N D Tl E A s X
the market and returns / walks to the direction of Abeno. 5| DA ‘l: L & Bl 7z . %
S 4ok ) % o KO AR
o B % o 2 T T e LT #Eouw
5. Villager Disappears [E5} T i ¢ W T 2= D N L ¥
N o Wy TJ
B i 2 R R A AL
The villager cites a poem about bell crickets that sing as though they are e Aol 0 NERAS n & < 7
waiting for someone with a heart. He then returns while expressing gratitude W T %}) 02' Q A T ‘1: n %)
for the memorial service performed by the merchant. < i\ 7 i II% k) X 2 & é: 5t
V VR » I B g W A
% S 5l I % #0b Lo
Reciters How strange. Are you really a ghost, who does not belong to this ° Vo = n = 2 D £ 1z
world? Would you stay here a little longer and share your memory = ° T & < » 1? oz ) —
of your friend with me? - £ B L A K 7% b
%i 7 Iz g 2 f)) i
Villager  This is the end of autumn, and bell crickets are singing. They are % ‘O’C) _'l:lgj‘ % ES) 3 2 E%l ¥ E%l
calling because they must have been waiting for me. % F L D 3 g: g zr;n)\ 7 4[;\;
> 7> ; Hne ke AT
< ° ifi R v
v 5 A Jit =~ L -
5 A D =) T A VP )
7 iz T - -
~ L & < L /< % Iz
S z B w3 oy >
L z I R ] z
x I & iR b n
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2 L fr -~ ~ % Z ]
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Reciters  First of all, insects do not have hearts. It does not sound right for Ved) D
you to say that the heartless crickets are calling you. B e ioh W &_‘ ) A 7 D r =z
oo AN R T-A (R SR I
Villager = Though we say insects do not have hearts, because they do have E = b 7z T 5 % » H ﬁ;{ . FF g_ Z
hearts that miss their friends and sing while waiting for them, 7\ D n l’: ? g 2 /é 2 EkEI 'Z%[i\ 7}: g %)‘
poems with this theme have been written about them. gg ':T:' E Z ?j lc_j; E g F‘; /b L‘*)‘ g bf oD
A\ S¢S ST A WM %Ki %o
Reciters I see. Now I remember. An old poem says, “In an autumn field, Iz — K\ 4 2 = 2 » (() L ¥ g -g; 7
v S AR b o
Villager  bell crickets are singing as though they are waiting for someone. < ?EI j;L L 9 g) & }_« ;C ?’/CL ﬁ
= - N < > >
D Kook or &% ° 2 o i
Reciters  Are they waiting for me? I will go to look for where they are*” i > z SR i i D 2 ¢
appreciate people thinking of me and trying to console my spirit. z T 3 a0 7:3 § 2 Vo < &
That, indeed, is true friendship. So saying, the man returns as :_C:?E R S %Z ; . L2g j; < %
though he were invited by the call of bell crickets, crying for the ﬁF')j o K lg R g ?)( Iz R N
friends they miss. N fi < T 77;:) T 5 b 751 /E\
fﬁ -3; o N ? T 1;)_‘( 7]
*This poem, written by an unknown author, is anthologized in the Collection A z A < 9 A D 0% %
of Japanese Poems of Ancient and Modern Times. The Japanese e V- % iy BN
P ) A e
word “toburawam,” used in this poem, means “visit” and also has %l’ = [N T o {;) Iz )53 7
the meaning, “conduct a memorial service” This indicates that the g ) i{' EE ? < ,’gf S
merchant is consoling the ghost. % &\ 3 D % ‘g iﬁ %
g gL oo & 0 L
) HOR - D =
Ck %f P I;k b ) x % =1
6. Narration of Local Man [Interlude] > L % 5 9 H 9
2 D T g @K > %,
Alocal d I Ao\ F Rl T I
ocal man appears and tells the story about the two men. He suggests that % oA 7 i 3
the merchant should console their spirits. %) [:CE:-, 71;; L %é] HEL l:%) &
s - N vy
° ST TIE <
AR TEA X R <
oo 2% R % £
~7 R
5 b k0 0 5 B
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7. Memorial Service Performed by the Merchant

The merchant stays in the field all night long conducting a memorial service
for the two men.

Merchant In the field where cold winds travel over pine trees, this is such a
rare occasion to spend a night consoling their spirits by reciting a
sutra all night long.

8. The Ghost of the Villager Appears

When the merchant offers to transfer the merits of his sutra recitation to the

deceased villager, his ghost appears.

Ghost of the Villager
How grateful I am to receive a memorial service. Listening to the
faint call of insects feebly singing like grass withered by autumn
frost, I feel as though I have returned to the autumn of the living.
The ghost of the man who died and was left behind in this field
now appears. I am pleased that my spirit will be consoled.

Merchant Dusk has already come to this area. Flowers and grass in dark
color are covered in thick dew. / How mysterious. Flowers and
grass are covered in thick dew. Looking at the edge of this field, I
can barely make out a figure. Is this the man I have just met earlier
today?

Ghost You are right. I have been reminded of an old friend here, so now I
appear, invited by the call of bell crickets. I have received benefits

from the memorial service you perform.
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Merchant This bay is located near the village of Naniwa, and

0 b I o aE B ] Z 7z
Ghost I am able to become familiar with a merchant in the market of G R L o) 9 fz D °
Abeno. /RN =G ¢ E:,_ S n N 7 i} [=]
7 [ & KS f b D gﬁc I
i< spiri 5 U 9 A bil 7 %
Merchant I consoles his spirit and = ~ A 3
P z B ¥ b A i3 574
& n & D b
Ghost My spirit is consoled. 72 W I £ H <
N Bl uc
Merchant In the past and present, b {L \%)
5 A i i
Ghost although we exist in different times, % ;F; (}{j’ <
ol -
Reciters ~ we both hail from the same village. We both live in Naniwa. The ° L
man living in a house burning reeds for heat and the man who e ol
lives in a merchant house in the market are equally bound by h g
karma. I cannot forget my friend, to whom I made a vow. Alas, I ?
miss him very much. ’)3
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9. Ghost Reminisces About His Friend

The ghost speaks of his affection for his friend, while reciting ancient

Chinese stories.

Reciters

Ghost

Reciters

Ghost

Reciters

Although I have forgotten about this for many years, now an old
memory returns to me. We were friends who shared everything,
the good and the bad. We hid nothing from each other.

In a poem, Bai Juyi wrote, “we go out together in the morning,
stepping on fallen flowers. And

we return home together, following the birds flying in the sky”

We, too, held lavish parties under blossoming flowers and singing
birds.

We went to the mountains in spring and the fields in autumn,
invited by sophisticated friends. Therefore, when I hear the
voice of insects, singing together from within thickets, I feel that
they are my friends in spirit. It is said that the bond formed in

a previous lifetime brings two people together who have taken
shelter under a tree to wait for the rain to stop. The karmic bond
created by drinking water together from the same stream leads to
a deep friendship. In a deep valley of Mount Rekken, the “chry-
santhemum water” from a magic spring gives eternal life to the
people who drink from it. The water from that spring never dries
up, even if we scoop water from it again and again. In a “winding
stream” party, when a cup of sake floating on the stream arrives
in front of you, you must pick up the cup and drink the sake with
everyone else, even if you have not finished writing your poem.
You need a heart to enjoy it together. In ancient times, the Zen
master Huiyuan, who had secluded himself in a hut on Mount

Lushan, broke the prohibition against crossing the bridge over

Story
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Matsumushi (Bell Crickets) Story %i’ i.% i% e %
e 7 3
B i %
Fuhu Valley, as he got excited and went out when he drank sake %i °

HMNCFTHE -+

with his friend to honor their deep friendship. A N S + L o i z
B AN R S
Ghost These are stories from the past, when the world was still a won- % J: oo o fll b ¢
derful place. ) v 2 T % VC\ D '3: %
£ T W % B < %
|73} Hii b
Reciters In that era, the world was splendid and people’s minds were clear 3:) 2 é%) *2? 1F_J_HJ“ be\ ?:L\ L
and pure. In that age, friends who understood the Buddha’s Way o) ° ¢ D T i) >
got together and accumulated good deeds. Thanks to the benefits Iz I 7 Ved) I % 1®)
from that time, even their descendants are flourishing, and the il {)’ i 5 R ?% E
teachings of the Buddha were widely disseminated. However, the o KA ] IV H
. o (e z % Z W T o %)
world has been contaminated and is filthy now. Because we human 5 T 7 iz T -
\ —
beings in particular receive the karmic reward and retribution 7 ,4%4* é\ % 32 L
that reflect our failings in our previous lifetimes, our minds are W (TS 2 <
easily swayed and no one is sober, as if we all got drunk on sake g3 g » < A
while appreciating the chrysanthemum flowers. I am one of those % Iz X S
people who never gets sober and whose face is always red, just like - ’!ﬁ% ) ﬁ \%
all trees change the color of their leaves to red in autumn. Though < % 0“—\ % ;757—)
pine trees are evergreen, the bell crickets alone are singing by /D) Sl ¥ i % B
themselves as they wait for their friends. Now, let’s enjoy singing ENIRG %) T
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10. Ghost Performs A Dance %i A @ £#
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To the chorus of various insects, the ghost performs an elegant dance. When 70 =z )
day breaks, the ghost reluctantly vanishes. H; %

73 .

Ghost Holding a cup, ?é} {5 g
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Ghost / Reciters [[% " n A

let’s twirl these sleeves, gorgeous as flowers, and dance as beauti- %) 2 RN A

fully and airily as a snowflake, dancing in the wind. < o P it %2
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Matsumushi (Bell Crickets) Story

Ghost How amusing. The songs of insects gathering and singing on

various plants
Reciters are like the sound of a loom at work.
Ghost Kirihataricho.

Reciters It sounds like Kirihataricho. Crickets sing as “tsuzurisase’, and
evening cicadas and other insects also sing, making their own
sounds. Bell crickets, the ones I especially love, sing “rin rin rin’,
and their voices make a quiet night feel even quieter to me. Alas,
the bell has just tolled, announcing morning at the temple of
Naniwa (Shitennoji Temple). A new day has begun and my form
will be revealed in the light. So long my friend. Behind plumes of
pampas grass, we see the ghost reluctantly waving his sleeve and
inviting us his way. He then vanishes into thin air without a trace.
Only the sound of singing insects is left behind in the grassy field

in the morning.
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Matsumushi (Bell Crickets)
Synopsis

At the shop of a sake merchant who does his business
in the market in Abeno, Settsu Province, young men
get together and hold a party. They recite a poem of Bai
Juyi and are enjoying their drinks, when one of them
says “the singing of bell crickets reminds me of a friend.”
The merchant asks the man the story behind what he
said, so the man starts recounting it. A long time ago,
two good friends were walking together in the field of
Abeno-no-hara. One of them went into a thicket, drawn
to the singing of bell crickets. However, he did not come
back. Worried about his friend, the other man went into
the thicket, where he found that his friend had laid down
on the grass and died. Ever since he buried his deceased
friend in the ground, the man who was left behind
reminisces about his friend whenever he hears the chirp of
crickets. After telling this story, the man reveals that he is
the ghost of the man who lost his friend. He then vanishes.

The merchant, having heard the story about the two
men from a local man, spends an entire night conducting
a memorial service for the man. Then the ghost of the
man appears and performs a dance after expressing his
feelings for his friend by recounting ancient stories. When
the new day finally breaks, the ghost vanishes and only the
singing of bell crickets remains, lingering in the field.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

This is a rare Noh drama with the theme of affection
and attachment between men. According to tradition,
a verse in the Kanajo (Kana Preface) of Kokin Waka-
shu (Collection of Japanese Poems of Ancient and
Modern Times) — “The chirp of bell crickets reminds
me of a friend”—became the basis of this play. In kyogen
performed between the first and second halves of the
drama, a story is told of a man who followed his dead
friend by committing suicide. Through this scene, with
its sentimental atmosphere of singing autumn insects, his
deep love and attachment to his friend are well expressed.

Before the interlude, shite (lead character) reveals
his identity and is about to exit, but waki (supporting
character) calls him back from the gangway bridge
and they start a conversation called rongi. This is rare
dramatic presentation and effectively emphasizes the shite
who returns to the stage, drawn to the singing of crickets.
The oshiki-hayamai dance, performed in the second half
of the drama, has a brisk yet melancholic atmosphere
and is only performed in this play and Nishikigi. (The
dance changes to chii-no-mai or otoko-mai, depending on
schools.)

- 13-

Schools

All five

Category The Fourth Group Noh

Author Unknown (Zeami or Komparu Zenchiku, according to different legends)

Subject Kanajo (Kana Preface) of Kokin Waka-shu (Collection of Japanese Poetry of

Ancient and Modern Times)

Season Fall

Scene Abeno in Settsu Province

Characters Mae-shite Villager

Nochi-shite Ghost of the Villager

Tsure Friend of the Villager

Waki Merchant

Ai Local Man

Masks Mae-shite None

Nochi-shite Mikazuki, Ayakashi, Awa-otoko, Chigusa-otoko, Shinkaku,
Yase-otoko, etc.

Costumes Mae-shite Shike-mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono of middling
quality) or kake-sué (tops of a long-sleeved unlined hemp
kimono worn by male characters), kitsuke / dan-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with very wide stripes, worn as the
innermost layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), or hakama in okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi (belt),
afan, and a sedge hat.

Nochi-shite Kuroji-hachimaki (a black headband), kurogashira (a long black
wig), happi (happi-style kimono) that can be worn with the
sleeves taken off of the shoulders, kitsuke / atsuita (a short-
sleeved, thickly-woven kimono mainly worn by male
characters), hangire (a type of hakama trousers worn by strong
characters such as demons, gods, and warriors), koshi-obi,
and a fan.

Tsure Yore-mizugoromo (a long-sleeved garment with a transparent
appearance, worn by male and female characters of lesser
standing), kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with
no pattern, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of
male characters of lesser standing) or hakama in 6kuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki Tops and bottoms of sug, kitsuke / muji-noshime or
dan-noshime, a small sword, and a fan.

Ai Naga-kamishimo (long-sleeved kimono worn with a sleeveless
robe and a pair of hakama trousers with trailing hems), kitsuke
/dan-noshime, a small sword, and a fan.

Number of Scenes Two

Length About 1 hour and 30 minutes
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forbidden under copyright law.
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