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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School % ? % ; ;% ;‘EZE % )
5@ B . & o2 @’
*Three scripts, currently performed by the Kanze, Komparu, and Hosho schools, are p) El z<) § %E‘ ES)) :
presented here separately, as the difference between those scripts are major and distinct. :T,E % 3 L\. 'f T ﬁ EA * A ) N % E = %% J% % .
*Script Currently Performed by the Kanze School % % DR A IR ¢ é D Ic ‘$ ;,b\
> - N ~ C Al I —~
8z 75: 2 T o H EPS %‘ 1_1: & B oz | @8l
1. Sako-no-jo, who serves Lord Higurashi, Appears E B & T T L A o A > H >
Ok N KT B 5oz M
o mEM o LTz 8o os ]
) S 3 { by M
This story takes place in the village of Higurashi in Satsuma Province. v N ; %) E 5['/% ?‘._ % 7 H t;: g ENO —
- »
Sako-no-jo, a retainer in the service of a lord named Higurashi, appears and ] if- A D B é PN k" ) Et
narrates the story of his master being in Kyoto to attend to a legal matter. D N b A N S %% Ei ; % )
He goes on to say that he is looking after Lord Higurashi’s son, Hanawaka, )= ES E‘ % A Li\ E LZ)) & »n N % B
during his master’s absence and is going to make Hanawaka drive off the \fc‘? g ISR . =5 § l‘: E3=! E% % &
bi . . . ;IE ° E % D H] D =) n S = u‘_l-%
irds that ruin their rice paddies. N o = B gy
an < D ¥ £ F
Sako-no-jo J): L B ¥ il j( T ? e fg“ % W
My name is Sako-no-jo, a retainer in the service of Lord 7 - b T % ‘(E[ e N f:)t 7 0:) §
Higurashi, who rules the village of Higurashi in Satsuma Province EkEl A n v i 7;7; I 1 A it = °
in Kyushu. There is a broad river in front of Higurashi village. It Il/m)\ \ %g %__ % g/'t {:)t pa g N Ic %
runs to a lake full of flocks of birds that fly to our rice paddies ¥ é’- o o ?2) N 2‘ \z S < é 1
located across the bay and feed on the rice. Therefore, every year -g; % B L 0 W g g D %3:\]‘ ig
we use boats to scare those birds away from the rice paddies. B % Z T ¥ kD = E'ﬁf % g_‘
By the way, my master, Lord Higurashi, is occupied with a legal % AT ;C: &2 ’é“ 2{2 27 %
matter, so recently he has been staying in Kyoto. His wife and his B8 ﬁi VG\ A + i?% ’[\ E
son, Hanawaka, have remained in their house during his absence. H g“‘ %\ v F;i =" f S
i is avai i birds off of th & & A < oA U2
Since no one is available nowadays to drive those birds off of the I AN B o<
rice paddies, I will have Hanawaka scare away those birds. § 17;[1 % % %% :g: sz/)a_ E % %
! &
i)i\ : o o o] % éko D
B & T % ji ;% D
p ol s 58 B
RES B _El 7= Wl Z v B8R B
o B 5 H o #p ¥
5o & I £l
S ST (A )] L
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School % E % % g % % g_ ‘Z;% =
> 8 5 B o B fGz20 =
2. Sako-no-jo Says That He Wants Hanawaka to Drive Off Birds = B = . = B > O iR
G| T F ) % E® T 2
Sako-no-jé visits Lord Higurashi’s wife and son and tells them that he wants 2 3 T iz iz 7= 5 ) i %) b B B
Hanawaka to scare away birds. The wife does not agree to his request, as it is 7 f)i\ g VAS ?{)\ N ° N =) ° i i{j H N
improper for a master to work for a retainer. However, Sako-no-jo counters < 2 - < Z 154 & 3'7')\ < % 1t
that he has always taken care of the mother and son. He browbeats them, % % T\ g /% 1/:) ?;L % g N L £ 0 ﬁ_
saying that it does not matter to him if they are forced to leave this village, D o i Y OE Vi z C % W B E=3 g
which convinces them to follow his orders. s i = 5 W %Q pa D V) N b %% + ’Iaf:
A N N S S
Sako-no-jo v 5 H Eél- 7 X AN D Vo 72 L K)E_l 3} b
Hello! Hello! Is anyone around? Sako-no-jo is here. i b, _;é?_ /B %: L E% BE - g % 2 & ica
/ED n 3;'4 IR ;2: 7 E g{; {: N L 2 ? fz
. . . MEY 5 D ] 2 1T \
Wife of Lord Higurashi 7 3 5 0 3 z o Va :C 7 ?\ :(:
Oh, Sako-no-jo, how unusual that you have come to see us. What \z v J=A D * N L ) ha I fit SE pes
brings you here today? {)\ < - ¥ F T iz D )’:ﬁ[ & D ﬁ >
iz B oA L A B3 R z
Sako-no-jo f% ) i z S é: % ) % Z)o B I
. o . . vy % SE (A ) & 7% H N
Yes, Madam. Lord Higurashi will return to the village sometime b % X L #= 2 ° D i ¥ %
— =
this fall. 8 - LR
g GRS S A
Wife Oh, Hanawaka will be very happy to hear the news. El » é cl: E Z E * < nea
J:o o 5 Z Hj Sch - g f@’ f:
L N A S %)
Sako-no-jo + % % E A( Vo 7 o) L
Well, I have another reason to visit you today. This year, although a?: < I N F D < =
I can launch the boat, no one is available to ride on the boat and g R ¥ S g < R 9
scare away the birds. I would like to ask if Master Hanawaka '% n L x % ° 7 % °
could come with me to ride on the boat and have fun scaring B ° f% S0 7172 13 %
away the birds. That is why I have come here. Z ﬁf_ £ ﬂ} H o:i
0i ] I, »
Wife Are you serious? Have you really come here to ask Hanawaka to Hi il 1; B 72 %
scare away the birds that are ruining the rice paddies? Although ?‘_‘ v T é fefi
he is still a child, he is indeed your master. I cannot believe you 1% X ?':5 % L:; 1_1:
are making such a cruel request, asking your master to scare away v it iz H ~ D

birds, Sako-no-jo.
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School g % g % % %
* D x D x D
Sak - % ) % ) % i
ako-no-jo

Oh my goodness. You are calling me cruel. First, calm down and ¥ Oz z Iz T % L Tk H A& F — AN f
listen to me. When someone is away from home, he is usually e % 1 1 i} *3; n é: 7 ~ L W § HF g:\

gone for fifty to one hundred days. Half a year or a whole year is & RN e ZAS %) L Z 70 e 7 F 3 0 » %
considered to be a long time to be gone. That is the usual mean- 2 ~N R 5 D &= Z b h ¥ % ¥ %2 5F C
1t T I &8 T & M g E A wSF D Z D
ing of “looking after things during someone’s absence” However, g1 5 3 N + }CE ’b‘-‘)‘ L 5 * oz & F ok
our master has been away frorr.1 home for more than ten years a‘nd ! i % M ﬁ 752 HWob ' H f@ L & 5 3 3
I am the one who has been taking care of you and your son during I 5z pa * k VA K Hor N w oo
his absence. You have no right to accuse Sako-no-jo of being S H 3 — AN 5 Z TR 5 o R
cruel . As people say, a loquacious man is a boor, so I won't say EZ L X N D Iz & o Z - & %
> > > — =
another word to you about this matter. If you will not let Master 75 Es i;" KS b l’: T < = 2 é’, l’j 5
H : . . . : & I B T Z ) o~ B SF 9 1
anawaka come with me to drive the birds off of the rice paddies, IE o 5 /)—?‘4 m & 2 7 HZ'[ i Sz o

- - —
please be aware that you and your son may be forced out of this 7 Vo iy iz T N X T ;) B L & 7
house to go wherever you can. \d VA > SRR it WwoE ¥ 72 12 s
T X H x i A RO
Wife I understand what you mean, but as Hanawaka is still a child, I S/: 7? g ;) I@ g f ﬁ i{j E }%) t
will go with you to scare away the birds. S - ; =] N I = o
v S v 3 BTy 2 G
- ° B 5 Lok i W E Dz g
Sako-no-jo ?E 9 - X 5 ") R Gt iR
That is, indeed, something I would never have thought of. Master & e . N4 + ) IE) = ox Y o
Hanawaka is still a child, so he will not be so conspicuous. But b & N Z . A fit ) L T 7% A F
for a noblewoman like you to offer to go out and work in the rice % S é ;25 €13 g_ D Vo )Z) w E 3
paddies — are you doing so in order to ruin my reputation? J;): ?i; '%—: BT 2 ;) = g\i‘ g. N /75;
12 © D 5 nov o5
Wife Well, in that case, both Hanawaka and I will go and scare away the L Z %3] Bt T N W F 7 ° [E] I
birds, as I am anxious about letting him go by himself. :THE n ES D 7 *é NI <1 El\ <
7 S 2 s D5 C P
Sako-no-jo & éi il 5 tH D ‘(\\ ?; 6 & i

b}
Either way, you have accepted my request. Well, then, I will get g 1 i&'i E < R H = b < =
, , F H RYANNYA )< % =5 BTG
the boat out to the paddies and wait for you there tomorrow. F " < 77:: %B %':; n j?L ?j E'i .
T AN 6 £ \L o : s< .
Wife Truly, no one has such misfortunes as Hanawaka. We named him X S E] 7z \» ) T n kZ> AR :ci
Hanawaka (literary, “young flower” in Japanese), in the hope that + O D ES g oL MR °
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Higurashi Usually I feel pensive in autumn, but nothing can make me feel

=h
jaasy

<
1%

sad today, when I think that I am going home. Nothing is hard,

<
1%

Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School % E % = '%‘ o
x
. i e 2 3% g A
his life would be filled with bliss. We have raised him with much o3 =
care. Yet our efforts have been in vain and run aground. What a Z o fA :fig. M 1% N = ”u:ll Z R u% 1z
pity. D Tix <L i’ Tk oz H
T FETI S Voo R <
Reciters  Mother and son are telling each other that they will go to the rice 3; #h U A g}% 2 < - L &2 <
paddies, which are ringed by clappers hung on ropes. While they E; JOI)I Y N %)( B R ;; Q % ; {6 ;)
i Z Z
encourage each other to get on board the boat and scare away - H R Ho» g > 2 %L L i)
the birds, they cannot stop shedding tears. They cannot stop D H 3 N é 9 . - N 13 7 N
shedding tears, as they weep profusely. Now they open a shabby T D VR Z ES E ~ Yy 5 H Z
brushwood door and together leave their house—a place where no j‘ fi] z H % < B Bow ﬁ: f\ D
one comes calling—to go and scare the birds away from the rice i?i % b%) }% A lg i % f’c R % i
J N 3y
crop. The mother and the son leave their house together. 2 ) S (S e
o & 3 . N K & 51 )
a9 Lo ow B ToW > %
[Interlude] =z < H ik [6) - — > L < 4
T Bz 2% 7 LI S TR
¥ L i3 gb> b e N - S
3. Higurashi Returns to His Village and Waits to Watch the Boats Driving Off Birds X b: fi iy 59_ 5 Ecuj g‘ E‘; % ;%:
—
> N m )\ Y,
T ) ) # = oL s e
Lord Higurashi, having successfully concluded his legal matter in Kyoto, joy- FA 7= op /&. 4 7] < R 5
fully returns to his home village for the first time in over ten years. Arriving 5 S v i‘f ¥ % Q g ° gz <
at his hometown, he notices that the boats driving off the birds are in the Eﬁ:\ Z 7 T 72 D z R T
paddies. He decides to stay there awhile to watch those boats. Eﬁg % F I ;) ); %_ é §
< Y,
! S E L
Vo =]
il
H

FAAEPACONAIOCH [ SEAM A ) ek
SN HEE A

—
& !
H 7 :
b < % Z
when I think that I am heading home. My heart is light and @) Sk 7 &
happy. S w5 2 7
; I ERVAN %
: . - = S E o
am Lord Higurashi from Kyushu. To take care of a legal matter, ¥ 2 94 N B
I had to stay in Kyoto for over ten years. The entire matter was 4 L H < B X
successfully concluded and now, filled with joy, I am returning Iz H e — W %
home. o) Z>_ H fg AL 3
z 13 W 2 T I
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School = ‘R = ‘R “g gEB
X D = D A
) o ) ) D ) D 7
[Lord Higurashi waits to watch the boats drive off the birds] = = %
v B o i
As he approaches his house, Lord Higurashi notices the sound of flutes and a e =
drums. He orders the retainer accompanying him to see what it is and learns %) % FA N
that the boats are out on the water to scare away the birds. He now remembers % £ 7z 'EZE'
that this is one of the village’s events and decides to stay there awhile to watch E’ j? \;‘;‘é E L
the boats. He has the accompanying retainer head to his house before him. = N

H%
U

IS B ERIEOEHOH
WG A S FMIO A VB I . ~IETROHE

SmEFHEISN \33‘3‘%{'5#‘@ /\“/S]II‘@‘[
SOV T A ST > OB TS JnE

AN ST AN RRDEE e
[T eSS ERSMmIE AT

NI S A M T S N O Ao~ 2 S &R

Vak
plis
D
)
[
N
-
%
0]
Vr
) I
4. Sako-no-jo, the Mother, and the Son Appear on Board a Boat JiE J): R pIE]
~ ) R 5]
- N # : % Iz I
Sako-no-jo, and Lord Higurashi’s wife and son appear on the stage aboard N N L 5 H <
a boat equipped with clappers that runs out onto a rice paddy. The wife % 7N L z = N
laments that her unreliable husband is still absent, while the son, Hanawaka, % T ° 2 % Z
laments the cruelty of Sako-no-jo. 2 e 3} ﬂé" D j
¥ g3 H3 z §%§ R
N ') N A
Sako-no-jo 2 j: L 3 " 9
How wonderful! I feel as though it was only yesterday that we E% 3) 3:) iEP 2 Z
transplanted rice seedlings, but now the leaves of the fully grown g iz 3 EEI £y
rice plants are swaying in the autumn wind. The time has come to i A 7 Li\ ﬁ &
drive the birds off of the rice paddies. 1 y oDy I ‘t{ 2
5 W . 9= 7z
e Blis
Wife and Hanawaka § %) H D E;l E%l %%:
Like the struggle of an uneasy water bird, we also feel grief. L % é J = LL‘; S
N - 3 O) —~
Sako-no-jo % 'I%a s L 1’5“]’
To drive away the flocks of birds, we ride this boat and strike hand %o VD) % E_ '(\ E
drums. K M < Bk 7
SR o
Wife and Hanawaka i: n < H
Also, we set up a (watchman’s) hut by a rice paddy, 5% 7 vy
= H 5 %
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School % & g e gg g
S S 2% ¥
, D D o D
Wife and hang clappers from the boat. = = B =
b Kz 5 kKEMHEE I Z% Th L 7K Z ES
Wife, Hanawaka, and Sako-no-jo T E o TRy 0 Z - Sy ) =A 9 -
When we pull the boat near them, [ ;1% Iz & fi% Ch D E’ t 1) % = L e
. . v = 9
Reciters  the water birds are startled and fly away pell-mell. Y TR ?’_ 5—) ¥ 3 N % =
N - X I H D D @ f AN ER4 5l N
Wife In this ephemeral world, even a bird is startled, - Z 1% WO oW T A2 = N 7k % F
2D Z D T T H D i FS % iz &3 7
Reciters and indeed, all of the work we do is transient and without it %k o 5 2 % K ¢ X W ﬂ‘g s 52}
meaning. % bk En o ° @ 5 ES TH: _q ZFL H;
Li o B R (O R 2 D AL EY
In this fleeting world, anything can become a metaphor. Anything Zﬁ: ;é-i gz:;; ? 7%) bi\ igé 3:) iﬂ@‘ <\- i ;?
can become a metaphor. This self is like a bubble, floating Ttz It Db % N9 N s 1% A
ephemerally on the surface of the water. It is also like a water bird, Z D e AW K o oex % A 9
floating on the water and sleeping uncertainly. Birds bob up and &- 7212 wo— D IXT_ ) °
down together with the waves, as the ears of rice bend back and i)i AR 2 IE! & D D e 3?3
forth in the autumn wind. What a refined, tasteful scene. This is ‘%z 6\ E T_g‘ % HQE 5‘; g ZAS ?)c
the season of autumn rain and we rarely have a sunny day, but oz ) % % ;L fii D g 7z
mooring the boat at a bushy bank, just like the stars Vega and VA7) Vel T 7 M O ) 73}
Altair that meet only once a year because they are separated L 1 % & 52 B b 1T & 7 b
by the Milky Way, I wish to meet my husband again even once, Ej—; E\ i— ‘%fj ?i ;’)L ? N 02
although I wish in vain. Although I wish in vain. > i R I G iﬁé[ °
| , S 5 B o B K
Wife Be that as it may, Sako-no-jo said Lord Higurashi would return 3 1% »h B oK » 5 R
home this autumn. But those were just words, not a guarantee, H Ha T O A FE N ?-
and autumn is nearly over. I have no clue when my husband will 2}: L g) J): Q gﬂ {§ 1z
i ’s mi A fe £ 9 Ho
come back. I just feel ashamed of poor Hanawaka’s misfortune. 2 A T 7%
22 N
b 2 R S
n Ao (= QP
b b NS
< Z j‘ {) % }ﬂ Iz ~
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School 7% cl: ']/% g kil i g E
o A = =
o , ) Bt I %z T i D
Hanawaka This situation is indeed like the poem, “Merciless flowers scatter Sl EY iy =

and fall, / Yet their hearts follow the river’s flow. / The hearts of > B -")O 5 Bt R L 7 A S T~
humans, though, have no mercy”. My father has had to pursue a < % L 9 Ic i o [ D W K F o

legal matter and stay in Kyoto for many years, despite his worry- B IOEID 13 ﬂ Z Z :X)_ ?: n E \“)) 7z

ing about us at home. If Sako-no-jo had a heart, he would never ﬂ‘i J?‘z % £ =] Cfi % 3\ & ﬁﬁ 2 i}: ;'R ST Y

g2 E
have done such a thing that shamelessly ruins his own reputation i - %f 7R h: ‘g Vo ﬁi‘ ;’b‘[’: » g éf 72 ;”_3‘
while bringing my mother such sorrow. Alas, I will tell my father n ;L I D H o H M Hh I n S I
about this dreadful affair. X Z i) % = wo¥ 2 7 S I T = 0
° i T o "t E£FbH 0 E Y EE
Wife Even if the legal matter were to end unsuccessfully, as long as my % /\% % (1)) < Z (R D ;{ X /X; &
son were still living with his father, he would never have had such Ii%)" ;t—) I = ? 7/}\/ c"‘o i [5 XU % jg gtj_:
. . . = fy N

a miserable experience as this. N ¥ = Pt RN
S A

Reciters How much longer will we have to bear such hardships and spend VAS - ik 'j? H QD B S =T -/ N
our days in tears, wetting our sleeves like water birds? 2 < q) e Iz & I ¥ 1z 2 fE

< BB i oW o gl
B SN E DR b L & » D 0
- ‘ . 2 iz T : N CR SR

5. As Requested by Sako-no-jo, Mother and Son Drive Off the Birds D it é% K % F 2 &
< o 5 B S O R
As Lord Higurashi’s wife and son are only lamenting their situation instead of g AYA % D L Wy o5 Lo
working, Sako-no-jo urges them to start scaring away the birds. Reluctantly, 752 %\ % J): < b wooe 1; '
the mother and son make noise with the clappers and strike hand drums to . - I 2 73 02 & Z - /}
scare away the birds. As the birds fly away, a happy Sako-no-jo tells them to % 5 9 %EE 7,5: % C})): 3:) 1= 252
take a rest. z D Iz % 5 9 5 I
: L % X S hEU
Sako-no-jo D3 i): o 5 ° e % D
There, there. What are you crying about? If you have something to b = — L Z Li\ & D L
cry about, do it after you return home. % U\‘ A T\ D % 1z v
% N ‘ X TLE %
5 . A 9 5 T ol

L S I A

K i 5 " b +OH N £
ic i 7 5 s b 5
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School

Hanawaka

Wife

Hanawaka

Wife

Hanawaka

Wife

Reciters

Look! The birds in the other rice paddies have all been scared
away, but those in Sako-no-jo’s paddies are still there. Do you
remember why I put you to work?

How sad. I have to be afraid, even of my own retainer. I wonder
what will become of me in the future.

The rice is grown and ready to be harvested. In autumn, flocks of
birds come to eat the golden ripe ears of rice

and they must be scared away. That is why we row the boat and

make as much noise as we like with musical instruments.

Oh, look at that.

On the other boats,

they are striking hand drums, they are striking hand drums.

The noise of the clappers echoes up to the sky and drives off the
sparrows. Boom, boom, boom. The beat of the drum always keeps
time with the voices of people driving off the sparrows, and the
wind travels over the rice ears to the beat of the drum. Hanawaka,
even though you feel sad, scare away the birds. My longing is just
like the poem, “On a night / When I miss you too much, / I wear
my sleeping robe inside out (Citing the folk belief that a lover will
appear in dream if one wears a sleeping robe inside out. Poem

by Ono-no-komachi)” When I am missing my husband, I wear
my sleeping robe inside out, wishing to meet him even if only in

a dream. But alas, nothing can help me. I am awakened by the
sound of someone beating cloth to warm themselves up at night.
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School 7;‘; i g o g o g
D g X X
) D D D
Wife My bitterness grows, day after day. = = =
5 o®b » ¥ kX LB B b o
Reciters My bitterness grows, day after day, but no one comforts me. I only B F 5 5 A yap &_\ 0)) Py Ay f)\ J):
shed more tears and the emotions in my heart are upset. When :; f: b b < K 7 & S LD
I strike a hand drum, the beat is uneven, reflecting my unsettled ﬁf" i% 6 % jﬁ? % i 5 EI /E[ Ct- ;E
frame of mind. Imagining that others who hear the beat of my o 2‘ Eg B A OF D 2 N S Z EN
drum must think that I am a poor player, I feel embarrassed. z 7 /7b> ;5) B Iz A LL: Ui T k7w
Eo5 0 o L Hued v 37T
Wife Since my husband left home, even the light of the full moon e 9 il 3} S BE L < 2 LSRN
TN o Sa T ko
» ) ~
Reciters  that shines so brightly could never clear away the darkness in my D " ? < 5 7> e < N .
I . i . H1 Bt ) 13 B < X om
heart, which is full of bitterness from waiting for him to return. D Y0 N N i D D N =
e - )
)= AN T 1 1 Z TS I w7
Wife Look, look! The flocks of birds 5 53 Tz %, 1L X - P N EE3 b
Jil’:‘{[: % T%Lj ML " . < 72 L
Reciters  Look, look! The flocks of birds are leaving the rice plants and f(B\E jg S'e ‘@C' O)\ %_[4‘ %)\ A~ Iggj 3{5)&
flying up to the sky. Once they have left and gone away, when A sl ?)\%‘ e oL EC hib pE
will we ever see each other again. Strike a hand drum and beat a > n o i L o n % “j
drum. Let’s scare away more birds. 7 < - D Vo oz T b:
2 Cr > 5 X 2
Sako-no-jo + Xé; J:O l:%; b '03) N
Say, I'm happy that all of the birds in my rice paddies have been = \ » N 0%) f? o 1~
driven away. Please take a break. e N % & 5 0 W _id_z
5 > n i T
R e % < 2 iR L
H B o5 z R 2
% Z o & f i%j o 5
X B o 1% L ) >
n B oL 7% b % <z
A g Loy § v
2 g > 0
& 73 g
\ i ) o ﬁ/L
< b
V> + ~ s
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School

6. Lord Higurashi Learns His Wife and Son Are on the Boat and
Threatens to Kill Sako-no-jo

Lord Higurashi calls out to the boat and has it come closer to him. When
Sako-no-jo looks at him, he sees that it is his master who is calling out. Lord
Higurashi is reunited with his wife and son. When he hears their story, he

threatens to slash Sako-no-jo with his sword for behaving disrespectfully.

Higurashi Watching the scene of the boats driving off the birds, I have
been forgetting that I am on my way home. Among the many
boats, that one decorated with hand drums and clappers looks
especially festive. I will call it out and have it come closer to me.

Hello, hello! The boat over there, decorated with hand drums and
clappers, come closer to me.

Sako-no-jo
How interesting. In this region, I cannot think of anyone who
would order this Sako-no-jo to steer a boat toward him. He looks
like a traveler. What a surprise, he is a strange fellow.

Higurashi I am telling that boat to come closer to me.

Sako-no-jo
This is all very odd. Rowing the boat for driving off birds closer to
him and looking carefully, I see that... Oh, my goodness, you are

Lord Higurashi!

Higurashi It’s been a long time, Sako-no-jo. Is the child over there your son?
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School % %ﬁ g % é %
X x x
Hanawaka No, I am the son of Lord Higurashi.
i B O " L 85 X 7 1% 75 R
Higurashi Then, the woman over there is your mother? H L D S A WV % \7—2 13 Sl v N g\\ Z)_\
% 2mems Lhrk 2 Soa
Hanawaka Yes, she is my mother. 2 ~ JH g AR D
T i ESHNNRC B7) BN % T X S in b B
ko WErgv S Csxhp 3 T b5 H
Higurashi Why are you doing such menial work? R «C; ﬁ';l é 32 z -2 e 7 :-_\ 5 T8
g v D ol & D kB fi & I 8
Hanawaka My father has been staying in Kyoto but we have heard nothing 7 B I 2 7z T % \7r h L ") 3 D
RN - S ° A
from him. We have been relying on Sako-no-jo, who told us that [A]  Hij ] 7;\ z j; S 3/1‘— . bj; ES % +
this autumn, we might be forced out of our own house if we did (£ ES H 7;: g N ii =4 f 3—0 2 :C
. ght be foreed ou % % - TR I - 3 C
not drive off the birds ruining the rice crop. Fearful of what he 2 o D n »H Z 2 ) % B X
said, we put aside our status, boarded the boat, hit hand drums, J 7 Z;S En é =i i L i v
and did such unfamiliar work. That is how we became such lowly = < & Wz T2y n 3 ¢ T D ES
- X S o ) N j—
people. A i ) A & L .
£ Yoz Wb om b 7
> 45 > H L F 5 A D °
Higurashi This is an outrage! First of all, “the child of a warrior, while still g g 7 N < % -‘% ?‘Z 2 7,,:
in his mother’s womb, hears what his parents wish of him and, = > ~ H R N 3 < °
) 711- 7N\ 3‘:3 j:T ﬁ |73
at seven years old, is ready to strike down his parents’ mortal L j— %33\ i E\ % 2
enemy. You are already more than ten years old. You must resent Hoo° < B ¢ s Iz I
how terribly you have been treated. This happened because I Y )\ § \E HA 1 Ijg =R ER is
stayed in Kyoto for many years. That makes me feel even worse 95 ?E ;E}ijf /c: j?f Iz j;' i D
for you and your mother. Right now I will slash Sako-no-jo with ) %’A % o) o H bf o Eff
my sword and kill him for you. Come with me! = e = 7 > D 7 73
IT 5F i & b &z
ik D 52T 3 oo
Hey, Sako-no-jo! You have made a terrible mistake! When I gave > 1% s _l:}":? ) ) % I_% k
you the duty of looking after my son, I supposed it must be such - % S /l: % g El N
a hardship for you that after I returned home, I would give you té % é - 703 I ? é Eﬁ'
whatever reward you might wish. But such thoughts I had in Ee 2 b 75') = W I/E; %
Kyoto are meaningless now. You have disrespected your master AN 9 R 5 & ) >
and used him like your servant. Is there any possible justification s 5 ° T Nz %)
for doing so? Why do you say nothing? ) ) CoX % D
% O SR £ 5
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School g it g F\TJ % +
. Poad s
7. Higurashi’s Wife Stops Him and Sako-no-jé’s Life Is Spared = % & I
z L #h [ T T | H T &
Lord Higurashi’s wife stops her husband from killing Sako-no-jo, saying that D < 7= oy & = 5F 730 ES E S H
he is responsible for this misfortune. She urges him to spare Sako-no-jo’s life. X 5 2 x5 2 D e 1k ¥ N T
- N - 4
He then forgives Sako-no-jo. He makes Hanawaka the head of the family, and 6?' g fé < é &\ 1;;](-1 ‘g 1% {% &)\ _T]J:: % ﬁ%
thereafter, the Higurashi family, a samurai clan of true virtue, flourishes for = ‘ - 7 et A
enerations ) ’ e v ‘7_7‘ - <7 A EREL ﬁ Ju & Cl: 5
& ‘ $ = opoco kT alM : o
n + 1% X o i B3 AR = IZ X
Wife Hanawaka’s guardian is not at fault here. Hanawaka’s father, who < ° H 9 5F K P & %i; _a 3E i% 9
abandoned us for so many years, is solely to blame. ﬁi L 7;3'; o\ ﬁ; ) 4 = D =< &'_‘
E [ 3 g . H
There is a story about a man who mistakenly visits the house of a E!E E g i ? %‘\ E S 3;)“ I L %‘%3
N =
sage and becomes his guest for a half day. But when the man goes z > Vo o B o ra % i 1X H
back to his own home, he finds that while he was in the sage’s : - H o %: % - n L fb T
house, so many years have passed that he meets his descendants B8 o \C: T U i 7?; L 2 z B
who are seven generations younger than him. You are just like the g JiR = 'ﬁ; + % < H ’C\ 7 W
man in this story, who was gone for such a long time. During the 2 jg) ;)) - ﬁﬁ %) ﬁz =4 I =] ;C)
more than ten years that you were away, nothing bad ever hap- W 13 ) % BB ¢ K SE H 7
pened until today, when by some great misfortune, you happened VS N N + ? H B /ngl:ﬁ D 7 Fl
to witness such a cruel spectacle. ° Vi ¥ 4 % D ¥ 1&)’-“ J&t ? 28
Reciters ~ We will speak no more of our complaints, if only you could q) Cé £ ’;@ 1B 2, %_ D 75
please, out of respect for Hanawaka and myself, spare the life Eg 7{:' 1,5? 2 t Fj Jizy e n <\
of Sako-no-jo. 7L =2 Z 7;(:: 1 ’ % 5 %o .
7 7; b %) 72 2 L | _é 9
Higurashi When you ask me like that, I cannot refuse your request. 5 < 7z o) F 7 < % ) &
< B O ([ r 2
- - Z
9 "D % h ® ];jf“ L g %
< F 05 Lk PR
L T o & o x L - B
i H 7 48 I E ST
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Kanze School

Reciters  Autumn, the season to protect rice paddies, has come to an end. I
forgive Sako-no-jo.

After that, Lord Higurashi, after that, Lord Higurashi makes
Hanawaka the head of the clan. Hanawaka becomes a warrior
who correctly practices, in this village, the five cardinal Confucian
virtues (benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and
fidelity). The Higurashi clan flourishes for generations, flourishes

for generations.
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School ;\IZE - % CZE) % - EE ;% ;‘gﬁ %
* ‘ N D 3 B i H ko2 58
Three scripts, currently performed by the Kanze, Komparu, and Hosho schools, are )/%;J 3E b El (<) = %’ )
presented here separately, as the difference between those scripts are major and distinct. 0i\ D < ;\IE_ b - EI 5‘3 _L\ ~ % E ; %% ?;-_1 /\%‘
*Script Currently Performed by the Komparu School El E;I B ~ 7;;: % ! ji E;ﬁ % Ic fg ;5 : -
15! h % fh o B B tt B | %
1. Sako-no-jo, who serves Lord Higurashi, Appears = (3 ¥ {2 T 1 v e A 5 F
g AN I A Nk
D - E/AT= { E c A L
This story takes place in the village of Higurashi in Satsuma Province. B3 ‘é é; E E %_ 'é) % » H g ﬁ Lict S T N
Sako-no-jo, a retainer in the service of a lord named Higurashi, appears and + E 5 W h A Z D %é 23 ~ 8] E
narrates the story of his master being in Kyoto to attend to a legal matter. D B i L ° ok N T I = :] T,!; S
=1 S ) L Rt > L '\%
He goes on to say that he is looking after Lord Higurashi’s son, Hanawaka, b b E N T &8 » H 2 & H L)é T B
during his master’s absence and is going to make Hanawaka drive off the }i ica @ H v Elg b = H lﬁ) R ]EEF g &
birds that ruin their rice paddies. P fc ST S O) ST h C o B
1T BT & DO i g 3
ER I S T A
Sako-no-jo N = 1,)\ B oF 3+ E Dz II}% % (%)
My name is Sako-no-jo, in the service of Lord Higurashi, who Ha z b 7z SO ?\ ft: 7 D §_
P ~ —~ > e
rules the Higurashi domain in Satsuma Province, Kyushu. My A z H 2 ﬁ (e " A x* & °
master, Lord Higurashi, has been attending to a legal matter I DB #b ﬁ: P % i D
and stoving in | £ B o o B o 2 SRV & B
ying in Kyoto for more than ten years. He has never % o {0 b GRS Iz i < PR
once returned to the village since leaving for Kyoto, and I B B F OB L A i D ?g i]s
am taking care of his son, Hanawaka, and his mother who he Vo) b N D 9 H ED *175‘?:*‘ 53] =S
left behind in their house. In this village of Higurashi, every nA T O H B oIC B ’é)"‘ N 27 E:;;
autumn we use boats to drive the birds off of the rice paddies. 7z JE 4 T F Ji & 3 z_‘;‘g /]\ z
This year, no one is available to drive the birds off of our lg Z /ﬁ; Lji % ?[j::‘ ? J=A :%7 E( E
paddies. I will have Master Hanawaka drive the birds off of the = J5 ! % W oz T % % S & LZ\
rice paddies. I%l ) %_; > O B T pE] % =
: 2y R 5T DB g 7
2. Sako-no-jo Says That He Wants Hanawaka to Drive Off Birds < - X 5 & =R
Sako-no-jo visits Lord Higurashi’s wife and son and tells them that he E ﬁ g fo) };y? %‘ ‘13 ﬁ%: %ﬁ%
wants Hanawaka to scare away birds. The wife does not agree to his i ¥F 4 ¢ 8B T 70 &R E%
request, as it is improper for a master to work for a retainer. However, 3 o> '}'ﬂz% b Iz ER
Sako-no-jo counters that he has always taken care of the mother and YA VA =) B 2
REfRt SERRTEALIC & BHRAFHE
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School % 7)"; g F = F H_(:ll g_
% D = ) 5 D &2
D 2l D B D i 17
son. He browbeats them, saying that it does not matter to him if they are = = = SRR
forced to leave this village, which convinces them to follow his orders. > 1t row fif L &8 - 7~ I Hi < cji
R L TS~ I ) B R AR Ej;
Sako-no-jo C & U 9 B El [ 7 QTS D J:“
’ AL - By 2L
Excuse me. Sako-no-jo is here. H O 4 < - J): E fii D i /\‘\ < v
DT E T RN S kS 5oL
D DT T 2z VAR ) El ER B
Lord Higurashi’s Wife 7T fit > oL 1 % 1 T B ¥ s S
Oh, Sako-no-j6. Come this way. WwoF T X = D B8 T I/ L N \ZE 3_') Eﬁ;
N R Vo9 Cé ii/ HOE D & % i b{ i
- -j0 & ° 753\ i : I T\ b: &: O) /:T:‘\ -
sako-norjo o | T T r oz kEuwkArE@ 5 B LA
The reason for my visit today is that I heard from someone in + ;L ) e B 5 2 2 N I B z 2
> : [ = »
Kyoto that Lord Higurashi will return home sometime this fall. N i3 W S B L3 B h L 75i
Also, every autumn we deck out a boat to drive the birds off By 7 7 X % O P ) ¥ ;};CE I
of the rice paddies. This year, however, no one is available to Dy 4 X B - T T L 12,) i
drive the birds off of our paddies. I therefore have come to ask £E 5 A 11)\ B fg t ?é 75; 71:’_0 s D
Master Hanawaka to go with me to the rice paddies and scare % % ? L % ¥ :C: = é}— 2 E}:f
. < pl=4 — o
away the birds. T 12 % g - ’§" S % > 1‘_H‘t
Pt 5l Y T 0w F =
Wife Are you serious? Have you really come here to ask Hanawaka to X B Vo D v ¥ %:
scare away the birds? i T ﬁ‘% ; < gﬁ ‘ﬁ‘; /‘{, L
T & <
Sako-no-jo R 5) [53 7"72 F g x é
J . . . E) D % tﬁ DN, 77‘: o)
No, I did not mean to have him drive off the birds. I just want him nF EFT o 7z Vo % D
to have fun pulling on the rope with clappers and hitting a hand W B £ 2 B S5 n ';C)
drum. 7 A N L ?g_ 4 2
D i B kL o
Wife Although he is still a child, he is indeed your master. Are you Z . ey, Y )\ 7 5; §_ 13
telling your master to work at scaring away the birds? This is all i % ;C) z Vo) 6‘: - Q\
happening because my husband is in Kyoto and has been absent W |- 5 ) B 13 §3
PIANY - - “~
for many years. How dreadful. i B o - g 3 g
1:'5 h z Y 5 )
¥ Z B S SR S N
REfRt SERRTEALIC & BHRAFHE
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=B

house as soon as possible and go wherever you want. fit v
T\
%
Wife No, because Hanawaka is a child, I will go scare away the birds Yo 2§
with him. 25
Sako-no-jo ]

That sounds like a reasonable solution. If you cover most of

Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School ii& g 17_17_& g Z_EFI
D X D X D
Sak N ¥ % i) % 7
ako-no-jo
I could never imagine that you would say such a thing to me. First 7 H v h o Z JENI i E L O 4 3
of all, milady, please calm down and listen to me. When people X ] Sl L W Z » H X ¥ 9 K
are talking about being absent for a long time, they usually mean n B X ) Z B o9 SF — R
around a half year or one year. However, our lord has been away J:O i ﬁ th E%El Vo ‘7‘; /N N S I
from home more than ten years, and I am the one who has been ;,;C: ﬁ ;_% ‘b‘:‘)‘ % E l: z?‘ 7?} é U’:
taking care of you and your son during his absence. Does this X ¥ > 3 X3 ¥ X‘o F v oD
mean that Sako-no-jo is a terrible person? It is said that a loqua- n v T X 9 7r ¥ 29 % %
cious man is a boor, so I will complain no more, but I also refuse X %‘ < 5 ° oz A By O
to take care of you from now on. You and your son may be forced ° T 72 % & _ % TR
out of this house to go wherever you can. - K & R < - Z v T
n 7 B + D 57)' O B OB
, o d 5 AN S L
Wife I understand what you mean, but Hanawaka is still a child. n N > » H X
Since I am worried about him, I will go to scare away the birds N _ iv Za QS L W
Sn =}
instead of him. Via A “ F HH 1_'& 7= 7z
Pa T F A I
Sako-no-jo Bt 5 kS N R
no-jo ~ & £kl gk
That is, indeed, something I would never have thought of. If a S B ﬁjj ~ F < \1:
noblewoman like you goes out to work in the rice paddies, that ¢ | W VS é %
would ruin my reputation. Anyway, just be prepared to leave this 7 2 =5 7
2 Y
T b F o
£ 9 o
< o
17 =8
‘9 N
S
<\\
72
<}

your face with a sedge hat when you come out, you will look like

OGRS HEEREAES B IRTL el N

someone who has come to watch the scene of the birds being

PV e Qb RFPERS > ] O
St HEGIIRIL ekt oA O & K e AR T R85 S Y RN (RS S A

ek OIS A ), S ERYTZEIT , IOE T A A S CANNI A ST L TS
FTAES AT IORIERET A N CregfSt o o T B 7T sl A
) g ATHIRS e g AT T e O e o A I RVELHE S FF

AFES NI, >F %I
AESR 0o
Pd
SETRT TIPS
S
FHEERTEERINON S TRl e

scared away. Then, I will get the boat out and wait for you in the Ee S

rice paddies tomorrow. Come to the rice paddy early. Master N VAS e

Hanawaka, make sure you will not be late. Come early, all right? Z D A
D T b
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School

Wife

Reciters

Truly, no one has such misfortunes as Hanawaka. We named
him Hanawaka (literary, “young flower” in Japanese), in the
hope that his life would be filled with bliss. We have raised
him with much care. Yet our efforts have been in vain and run
aground. What a pity.

Mother and son are telling each other that they will go to the rice
paddies, which are ringed by clappers hung on ropes. While they
encourage each other to get on board the boat and scare away
the birds, they cannot stop shedding tears. They cannot stop
shedding tears, as they weep profusely. Now they open a shabby
brushwood door and together leave their house—a place where
no one comes calling—to go and scare the birds away from the
rice crop. The mother and the son leave their house together.

[Interlude]

3. Higurashi Returns to His Village and Waits to Watch the Boats Driving Off Birds

Lord Higurashi, having successfully concluded his legal matter in Kyoto, joy-
fully returns to his home village for the first time in over ten years. Arriving
at his hometown, he notices that the boats driving off the birds are in the
paddies. He decides to stay there awhile to watch those boats.

Higurashi Usually I feel pensive in autumn, but nothing can make me feel

sad today, when I think that I am going home. Nothing is hard,
when I think that I am heading home. My heart is light and

happy.

I am Lord Higurashi from Satsuma in Kyushu. To take care of a
legal matter, I had to stay in Kyoto for over ten years. The entire

matter was successfully concluded. Now I am returning home.
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scare away the flocks of birds on the rice paddies, we are riding on

ACET

a boat, hold a hand drum at the waist,

BRI
o~ ERYTR
g

Hanawaka Also, we set up a (watchman’s) hut by a rice paddy,

” ‘. . . 1 &d = "ok L &£ B A "
Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School Ers EE 3 S /
= % R R %50 M
. N~ . . 2 R D D ;= D D i
[Lord Higurashi waits to watch the boats drive off the birds] y % =) i e 1\% % N
b TR Hm Bk o &l o x
As he approaches his house, Lord Higurashi notices the sound of flutes A X 7~ D H Bt I 1)'_? ;E Z
and drums. He orders the retainer accompanying him to see what it is and U A=) [T ;i 15 & l’\ ANRS) %)
learns that the boats are out on the water to scare away the birds. He now S k\ Li\ D %\ Oj): g H A %‘l i 7 <
remembers that this is one of the village’s events and decides to stay there Ej\é gk ’% o) En A E L N 79 j;
awhile to watch the boats. He has the accompanying retainer head to his Iz al B A W ) W 2 (i)
house before him. g iz N 9 % ¥ 7 = 5 9 R 5
= FE L B ?:% ¥ kLo 5 L
/N o E o = S E] ht ?E Z ih >
4. Sako-no-jo, the Mother, and the Son Appear on Board a Boat )= ﬁé %‘ 7?) 7z 7:} ?: B Iﬁj Eﬁ? j; fé:f
~ 0) - \E A\
% BT < 5 [ ;5 0T =
Sako-no-jo, and Lord Higurashi’s wife and son appear on the stage aboard B o3 Zz Ve 7% = i p) A7) ¥
a boat equipped with clappers that runs out onto a rice paddy. The wife IF ORI ° H i 1 ; ¥ z H A
laments that her unreliable husband is still absent, while the son, Hanawaka, A < D & D Z’O IR/R —
< I - W g > v
laments the cruelty of Sako-no-jo. NS Z X N < 5 2
) & N
. e D it 5 Z D
Sako-no-jo N I flfi p= h & T
How wonderful! I feel as though it was only yesterday that we = 3 o % % b N
transplanted rice seedlings, but now the leaves of the fully grown ") Vel Ci\ T » H
rice plants are swaying in the autumn wind. The time has come to 02 H = “@—: -
drive the birds off of the rice paddies. ) A is [
5 B ) H Eéé 0%1
I 2 B
Wife and Hanawaka » é ) F . &
Like the struggle of an uneasy water bird, we also feel grief. To % i g % Iz
° A i
1 5 oy
1 = &
% < B
z 7 i <
J\E, N f:_ ‘/ 3 73))
o [6) > - B
- E s
\ ~ El ) g
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School s g Ly 1t g% %
2 i 7 £ 3
Wife and hang clappers from the boat. % 2 )] e %
-
5 k€ W E ZZ N g 7K o ¥
Wife and Hanawaka G I B e - 3 ES /% 3) 7
When we pull the boat near them, EE b o B r t, 253 % 1% L 1%
2R o>KEF ke o X 9 BT D
Reciters the water birds are startled and fly away pell-mell. “ko z/l; DT w9 Z 7% Cl): O %\
S T T Y R T L A
, e HO @ & S O T
[Kakeri] W oW T o = N 5 s % F
A short dance describing the uneasy feeling of the character, performed to D T °hHh D 1 ¢ 1 P 1z 7 %
a quickly changing tempo. Music played by a Japanese flute. Small and large 2 5 2 5 K T X L e ﬂé aeA #
hand drums accompany the dance. i (D) 2 =S ES JLEA bj Qf n F
ChmE e S 2 9 i VAN F. )
H M E T D fi a i v P )
TS5 "k ko (0T . 7
Wife In this ephemeral world, even a bird is startled, D B *: U{ 3) 3 {% I A
W < A om b ; i} 3
Reciters and indeed, all of the work we do is transient and without Wwo— 28 kb IZT_ ) /I °
meaning. 2 lﬁl & o D I H 5
BohH Ty % E
In this fleeting world, anything can become a metaphor. Anything g :fﬁ g?al?v %?E\ % g Vi ZQ
can become a metaphor. This self is like a bubble, floating T 2 [ o ) ) E}!\:
ephemerally on the surface of the water. It is also like a water bird, 5 B b T 7 el b ;
floating on the water and sleeping uncertainly. Birds bob up and % x DB N 0) %&-
down together with the waves, as the ears of rice bend back and % ‘g v ; n % {Ej :6 2
forth in the autumn wind. What a refined, tasteful scene. This is t\ IR ,é 7}2 g‘ °
the season of autumn rain and we rarely have a sunny day, but Hh B ok »n B P
mooring the boat at a bushy bank, just like the stars Vega and < O A F B ?_
Altair that meet only once a year because they are separated D J): z)k ? b Iz
by the Milky Way, I wish to meet my husband again even once, E 02 ?j“ %ﬂ % VAS
L. . L . (& 1=
although I wish in vain. Although I wish in vain. de S 5 A 4 g
Bl R - <
B (& G
ERNR T A T N
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School I]E H£ i i _El 1L %
R % - 5

% T . ) )

Wife Be that as it may, Sako-no-jo said Lord Higurashi would return ITEN 3 s = =
home this autumn. But those were just words, not a guarantee, 5 Bt ow L 7 A E ¥ it © #
and autumn is nearly over. I have no clue when my husband will L 9 I T o 3 & D < F o =T n
come back. I just feel ashamed of poor Hanawaka’s misfortune. ﬁ%\ g 113 ﬁ Z ;)\ ;Z)_ﬁ: T n ijg % 72: 7%7: Z Ci.

=) 3w B S 5 | N D
& = Al EIAN o 4

Hanawaka This situation is indeed like the poem, “Merciless flowers scatter ;‘g ﬁ *l: T;;C v § %‘L: % % iéf 72 ;‘E % E))( g
and fall, / Yet their hearts follow the river’s flow. / The hearts of 2 H ) Voo H N % % ZoE
humans, though, have no mercy” My father has had to pursue a - = W% Iz Y T D & X %

legal matter and stay in Kyoto for many years, despite his worry- T T[Q: o 0) < ° b N N % ﬁi 7 =
ing about us at home. If Sako-no-jo had a heart, he would never ) =A 7 (1)) < Z % D ﬂf Z At - - D

N / = N - ¥ y
have done such a thing that shamelessly ruins his own reputation pE] 1z = ? é; é !}E é‘* %j )Jé 55: S_ ;:-‘ %(
. e . V) ~ o /_1 v Z f=}
while brl‘nglng my motl‘ler such sorrow. Alas, I will tell my father % "i = 5 47 Ak 2t i % oI
about this dreadful affair. = W & ° v N L owv IF K w5 B
i~ N A=) = - o A =
> D H J} IS ﬁ:— s

Wife Even if the legal matter were to end unsuccessfully, as long as my - Jist ;aé Iz & I F g_; = il W b
son were still living with his father, he would never have had such ° X 5 H & EE - llﬁ L ? D T

a miserable experience as this B H W b L 03 D 'L‘\\ 5 7%

| i3 < ) A A %

1 =N K = g 3 L b h X

Reciters How much longer will we have to bear such hardships and spend N /% J= 5 5 S L 2 Iz 9
our days in tears, wetting our sleeves like water birds? 9 B D L Vo 5 < Vi) VA

£ 5 B3 T ok ~ 5 &
S 9 3 ) & - A D

. . . 5 I - S L D ¢ I 2 L

5. As Requested by Sako-no-jo, Mother and Son Drive Off the Birds Vo ) %EE 7% o 5 ¥ 2 13 N
> c: > - \-:\
e % 5 59 4 M H B
As Lord Higurashi’s wife and son are only lamenting their situation instead of D ¥ =t 13 NS = 3 < N
working, Sako-no-jo urges them to start scaring away the birds. Reluctantly, 73 IS 5 A 2 % @ by Z
the mother and son make noise with the clappers and strike hand drums to % - L Z 03’; & B /LL: TN
scare away the birds. As the birds fly away, a happy Sako-no-jo tells them to 5~ A ’C\ 3:) + 7{@5 el 73; l’: ?b,
- ; - 7% T o5

take a rest. o /%JZ 7? cZ) < ) E N E: 7
— £y S 7 =

= > S °

N & ¥ TuRe i

Iz ¢ 5 L b 5 5 o < 7
s ) Z oD A 72
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School

Sako-no-jo
There, there. What are you crying about? If you have something
to cry about, do it after you return home.
Look! The birds in the other rice paddies have all been scared
away, but those in Sako-no-jo’s paddies are still there. Do you
remember why I put you to work? Hurry up and pull the rope of

clappers and strike the hand drum to scare away the birds.

Hanawaka How sad. I have to be afraid, even of my own retainer. I wonder
what will become of me in the future.

Wife The rice is grown and ready to be harvested.

Hanawaka In autumn, flocks of birds come to eat the golden ripe ears of rice

Wife and they must be scared away. That is why we row the boat and

Hanawaka make as much noise as we like with musical instruments.

Wife Oh, look at that. On the other boats,

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School % i % i % i
x % %
. D D D
Reciters they are striking hand drums, they are striking hand drums. The = = =
noise of the clappers echoes up to the sky and drives off the spar- % HH 5z H o B H H L 0 & 11_; ¥ 2 &%
rows. Ho, ho! Boom, boom, boom! People shout to scare away 5 % H + W 3] T 5 WK E’% L 2 r %z
the birds. The beat of the drums accompanies the voices, and the H < ER 720 S L & ;r\ G:‘: e % o 7
wind travels over the rice ears to the beat of the drum. Hanawaka, 6 i ;é;fj é’-\ 02 H H % \F (TS &b f& 2/1: 2
even though you feel sad, scare away the birds. My longing is just Eg }% % ¥ % /‘?\ 47\ v)o zg’ 7]\ % < ?) o T;
like the poem, “On a night / When I miss you too much, / I wear '7:;)3 B Iz z o T N @ = ;| oo B
my sleeping robe inside out (Citing the folk belief that a lover will D L o W g ;g »H D % % < 4 %
appear in dream if one wears a sleeping robe inside out. Poem 3} T AN W o e 56\ J): 3R i J, Z\( ¥T
by Ono-no-komachi)” When I am missing my husband, I wear & ysB g I T < N 2 }C & b Ejé 2
my sleeping robe inside out, wishing to meet him even if only in g g: = zﬁ/ll.’t ‘/(3 ‘1<) é’_ ;E w3 TE\ 73 <
a dream. But alas, nothing can help me. I am awakened by the S N 7;)) D & Z o~ AT % k_‘, e
sound of someone beating cloth to warm themselves up at night. s + - e r = Of) B ¥ LIz
5 6 Bow o >y Lz Bl
Wife My bitterness grows, day after day. WL 1 T ¥ H W T z A T
Y 8 S — D
b 2 X o> n 3 R
> > N N N Py :ﬁ-u:
Reciters My bitterness grows, day after day, but no one comforts me. I only II‘E iy g é(’ lj: . 11: w <o N f?E')
shed more tears and the emotions in my heart are upset. When tr 0 ¢ NG % U 1 §CC o
I strike a hand drum, the beat is uneven, reflecting my unsettled Ty > L Tﬁ VAS 2 L ELE“ 13 ﬁ
frame of mind. Imagining that others who hear the beat of my D L & 3 D 4 VC\ J:\ g e
drum must say that I am a poor player, I feel embarrassed. %\’? 4 i g é)\ éé % 'f’ § g 9 \%é
7 SR =
~ E\ t{: <\\ ;é /jé'; Z) L 3) 3)
Wife Since my husband left home, even the light of the full moon I Z ¢ il 7/5\ ~ ¢ v o
SO
A) i A
n D B o & % i
Reciters  that shines so brightly could never clear away the darkness in my A H i I R T i.)\ B9
heart, which is full of bitterness from waiting for him to return. Z 7[% "9: :?z c‘:\ i’ ? K =~ %
Wife Look, look! The flocks of birds 7 il % g %; {?§ ;); % § &‘
N P woE L s
) NSRS S (N
> L = T K N 5
i R S5 n X 9
HE 2> T <CoFon Zz
23! W E o s oD &k
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) komparu school % E g % E s % N
E D % = )
Rt R H B
Reciters  Look, look! The flocks of birds are leaving the rice plants and Loz =
flying up to the sky. Once they have left and gone away, when T W oB Xl 5 IEER B A B > 5
will we ever see each other again. Strike a hand drum and beat a i H o H X B S \%f N m B F 5
drum. Let’s scare away more birds. S T A N a<A L\ i 5 <) A 7 b
- U T N A S noE & 5
Sako-no-jo % 5k ) T Bk T L; it <J:o L i
, e VR S o bW L i R
Say, I'm happy that all of the birds in my rice paddies have been D i D > A ?/3  a = Loz 7
driven away. Anyway, let’s get out of the boat and take a rest. I will N °c L E4 ] V) ;}7’: X F 1 & A N
leave the boat on the water. Fﬁﬁ Z 7r jﬁj’é EJ E T % :i 1)) Iz 5 *ﬁ
o o EE R T -
. . . . £y D 7 N > = > 1)
6. Lord Higurashi Learns His Wife and Son Are on the Boat and W D B % L 0?_!3 \F :\: ~ 5‘; R
Threatens to Kill Sako-no-jo x AN 7 fiffi H Ik \E N % < B K <
3 Dy - Vo2 i = B 13 B g
Lord Higurashi calls out to the boat and has it come closer to him. When ?:O J): S 7z ¥ Z )%‘ T ) ES jfé‘lﬁ 7z %
Sako-no-jo looks at him, he sees that it is his master who is calling out. Lord 7 72 % -a; % %f g N §_ ?_f\{ E‘E %‘é
Higurashi is reunited with his wife and son. When he hears their story, he BE 75? D - = S ;3;3\ k ° 3 TGN
threatens to slash Sako-no-jo with his sword for behaving disrespectfully. ° it % n i @l Plin > n
2 b o b < uH O =T o
Higurashi Watching the scene of the boats driving off the birds, I have been it 56\ \’\ ) & s ¥ Z A
forgetting that I am on my way home. I will take advantage of i e \% g ES ,L,E & :é ° & JZO
this opportunity and call out to one of the boats to get a closer f’E ﬁ: % E 7];; f ?L E‘E g‘ %\ %
look at it. D f _,':é_ ¥ % é IS 5 13 b 5
R ‘ S A © oL
Hello, hello! The boat over there, decorated with hand drums and A :; VA R o & ER 3 > &
clappers, come closer to me. I want to look at your boat. A & < yoB £l A % 5 B *
A L R { 5 T
Sako-no-jo % fir %o A b I Jﬁ) <
’ S t 2 > kB L
How interesting. In this region, I cannot think of anyone who 7 2 < 7 A 9 ¥
would order this Sako-no-jo to steer a boat toward him. He looks ° = N ° - ° 9
like a traveler. Say, what a strange man. VS H < b
& % = B X
Higurashi They must be unable to hear me, because they’re far away. Why i i (0 e
are you not rowing to me? Come closer!
REfRt SERRTEALIC & BHRAFHE
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School % % % % % % % % % E
x X X D % D X D
. f ) i)
Sako-no-jo
This is all very odd. Rowing the boat for driving off birds closer i 13 F W - z e EE B -
to him and looking carefully, I see that . . . Oh, my goodness, Lord = V) 7 Z D n /N E/NRD Hi n n
Higurashi has returned home! Z A A A % S S x =8 G
Higurashi Are you Sako-no-j6? JE B ~ ) = )
¢ ! 5 ¢t 5 H ®w o o& T Ao o B
. 7 Z Iz § Vi ) H R Jif » B
Sako-no-jo i X ) iz Blis ) ES ¥ T 7> B »
Yes, my lord. I am Sako-no-jo. First I would like to sincerely L ) % D D 9) 4 L = ° gL
congratulate you on your safe return to home. What has hap- }lj; %_ D + ) T @ e X N v 2
pened to your legal matter? o ‘i) :G D 7 Q T W e
$ gf\)b k-\ f L 3 L i 7;5 I%
i 2 » - - J: N
Higurashi Yes, the legal matter was successfully concluded and I have just }{ai gi i 'y E > ) j; ¥
now returned to my hometown. < F > T ") ¥ L %
v »o T S g i
o o N ) = o
Sako-no-jo % l(g I 1% EC)
) o) - S
Well, well, well! Congratulations! S e N
g 7 ¥ < Ji i
’ El * g <
Higurashi Is the young child your son? ° - 7 1z
Z S &
Hanawaka No, I am the son of Lord Higurashi. §) A
X <
Higurashi Then, the woman over there is your mother? g X
2 ¢
Hanawaka Yes, she is my mother. L X
5 <
Higurashi Why are you doing such menial work? : %
o 2
%
3 «
£
2 5
REfRt SERRTEALIC & BHRAFHE
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School

Hanawaka My father has been staying in Kyoto but we have heard nothing
from him. We have been relying on Sako-no-jo, who told us that
this autumn, we might be forced out of our own house if we did
not drive off the birds ruining the rice crop. Fearful of what he
said, we put aside our status, boarded the boat, hit hand drums,
and did such unfamiliar work. That is how we became such lowly
people.

Higurashi This is an outrage! You must be happy that we have met in this
way. I will slash Sako-no-jo with my sword and kill him before

your very eyes. Come with me.

Hey, Sako-no-jo! You have made a terrible mistake! Although I
trusted you for these years while I have been away from home,
you have disrespected your master and used him like your
servant. Is there any possible justification for doing so? Why do
you say nothing?

7. Higurashi’s Wife Stops Him and Sako-no-jo’s Life Is Spared

Lord Higurashi’s wife stops her husband from killing Sako-no-jo, saying that
he is responsible for this misfortune. She urges him to spare Sako-no-jo’s life.
He then forgives Sako-no-jo. He makes Hanawaka the head of the family, and
thereafter, the Higurashi family, a samurai clan of true virtue, flourishes for

generations.

Wife Wait a second. Hanawaka’s guardian is not at fault here.
Hanawaka’s father, who abandoned us for so many years, is solely
to blame.
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat) Komparu School

Reciters

Higurashi

Reciters

There is a story about a man who mistakenly visits the house of a
sage and becomes his guest for a half day. But when the man goes
back to his own home, he finds that while he was in the sage’s
house, so many years have passed that he meets his descendants
who are seven generations younger than him. You are just like the
man in this story, who was gone for such a long time. During the
more than ten years that you were away, nothing bad ever hap-
pened until today, when by some great misfortune, you happened
to witness such a cruel spectacle.

We will speak no more of our complaints, if only you could
please, out of respect for Hanawaka and myself, spare the life of
Sako-no-jo.

When you ask me like that, I cannot refuse your request.

Autumn, the season to protect rice paddies, has come to an end. I
forgive Sako-no-jo.

After that, Lord Higurashi, after that, Lord Higurashi makes
Hanawaka the head of the clan. Hanawaka becomes a warrior
who correctly practices, in this village, the five cardinal Confucian
virtues (benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and
fidelity). The Higurashi clan flourishes for generations, flourishes
for generations.
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Torioi (Driving off Birds) Hasho School Story
*Three scripts, currently performed by the Kanze, Komparu, and Hosho schools, are
presented here separately, as the difference between those scripts are major and distinct.

*Script Currently Performed by the Hosho School

1. Sako-no-jo, who serves Lord Higurashi, Appears

This story takes place in the village of Higurashi in Satsuma Province.
Sako-no-jo, a retainer in the service of a lord named Higurashi, appears and
narrates the story of his master being in Kyoto to attend to a legal matter.
He goes on to say that he is looking after Lord Higurashi’s son, Hanawaka,
during his master’s absence and is going to make Hanawaka drive off the
birds that ruin their rice paddies.

Sako-no-jo
My name is Sako-no-jo, a retainer in the service of Lord
Higurashi, who rules the village of Higurashi in Satsuma Province
in Kyushu. There is a broad river in front of Higurashi village. It
runs to a lake full of flocks of birds that fly to our rice paddies
located across the bay and feed on the rice. Therefore, every year
we use boats to scare those birds away from the rice paddies.
By the way, my master, Lord Higurashi, is occupied with a legal
matter, so recently he has been staying in Kyoto. He has a wife and
a son named Hanawaka, who are staying in their house during his
absence, and I am taking care of them. Since no one is available
nowadays to drive those birds off of the rice paddies, I will have
Hanawaka scare away those birds.
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=

Hanawaka Certainly. Sako-no-jo, come this way, please.

AANCRSMC TN Tl SO
A YA CREE

Torioi (Driving off Birds) Hasho School Story g ifﬁ % g % 17_17_& IE]:'I S \E —
= ) = ) T 9
) ) B ) By T %5 D Y.
2. Sako-no-jo Says That He Wants Hanawaka to Drive Off Birds = = 2 D )/%;j SE
X i z i z Hf B e T3 )
Sako-no-jé visits Lord Higurashi’s wife and son and tells them that he wants 9 T D 7 L 5 L B %) b B B
Hanawaka to scare away birds. The wife does not agree to his request, as it is D v Z 5 J:\ X $ i 7?: _El,_ N
improper for a master to work for a retainer. However, Sako-no-jo counters I g) i ES C\C F flfi %\ < ﬁ (3
that he has always taken care of the mother and son. He browbeats them, VC\ E %6 g ;Z!)é %%_ @ i b & 0 E_
saying that it does not matter to him if they are forced to leave this village, = 3‘::; ¥ L is > it = i B2 é
which convinces them to follow his orders. ) gL 7= 9 i FA %3 (ol < %:
% b % R = T/ S S A2 B
i e T g z oy By
Sako-no-jo i ; D > h & Z it
Hello! Hello! Is Master Hanawaka here? Please let him know that i’l S Li\ 0} % I j H b) & 2 L Lca
Sako-no-jo6 has come g 2 by 5 2 = < L » o fe
-no- X - DN
j by tuw & 3 > L i Lag E
Iz D P 5 B ) 7 ZAS N e S J
Oh, Master Hanawaka. Would you kindly let your mother know Z T N ° F L ) 1€ is A =
that I have come to see her. & 3 ES) L ES bH ) ﬁ ;
T 2w 7 é El g iOE 3
o s T ’ R SNESNS
Hanawaka Excuse me, mother. Sako-no-jo is here. EN <\ Iz N C B
. WooF 7z B Yin 7z
Lord Higurashi’s Wife ¥ ¥ X A1 VT B
Tell him to come in. 3“0 'y % 2 5 Eif bH
° A 23 +
{ Z 7z
D 7 n W
# S E3 k
Sako-no-jo 23 W L =
The reason for my visit today is to tell you that someone from H 7z W 9
Kyoto has brought news that our lord will return home this fall. L & % °
% 5 2%
Wife Really! Is he coming home this fall? Hanawaka will be very happy ?: % H g
I -~ N
to hear the news. 3 X ( i’{\ #
z \ < § %
2 B’ < S ff
T ik “ oo
L 8 NERYA
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D g5 D = D
Sal - 7 % ) % )
ako-no-jo
I truly understand that Master Hanawaka will be overjoyed by the z L Tk T H Iz % N E| VoW ] I A=
news that soon he will see his father. Also, I must tell you that no n X < N D “ N S Z D T T & H Z
one is available to drive the birds off of our rice paddies this year, Z '))O I = 2’; F‘Elj Eg % A L R Li\ ZAS L‘\ &
although I can get out the boat to do the work. That is not a major Z b S T 4 N T‘f o z 2 é’- N
i o R ZEEE o 55T 9L L
undertaking, so I would like to ask Master Hanawaka to come lb | L ° ’% WO L T = 5 B O » T T &
with me to the rice paddies and have fun scaring away the birds. N 'y B H Bl 2 F L N T Yoo
This is also why I have come here today. X VAS bH g: % l]?'& 7;‘:\ D 0;\ Fa B & ﬁi iRy
5 Z e T E I Vot E
Wife Are you serious? Have you really come here to ask Hanawaka 7% & 2 ox b g z&g T H B ES 53 =
to scare away the birds? Although he is still a child, he is indeed l’: ;‘C\\ lzk) W o= D SN ch? E % 0%) E 13 CU’\
your master. I cannot believe you are making such a cruel request, Z 23 5 - T é\ g % Jl: c o N 7:_;
asking your master to scare away birds, Sako-no-jo. < > D DR i = N 7 h & FA 2
AN S
5 0 D& E £ s % 2
Sako-no-jo ° P b l(E; g‘i‘ EC? + & RCAY 2 HH ﬁ (% Lji
Oh my goodness. You are calling me cruel. First, calm down and 14@ X 3/1: ¥ e H L A Jl; A
listen to me. When someone is away from home, he is usually @ i\ Li\ 3 F 7‘;) o 752 é o ?‘Jg % 2
gone for fifty to one hundred days. Half a year or a whole year is ;; 2}3 - T 7 OZ)) 3 ;;)x 4 3‘:;: H 5
considered to be a long time to be gone. That is the usual meaning 15\ ) D T‘\ ;2\ é H 2 H D 9 H j: N
of “looking after things during someone’s absence” However, our e + e L Z Y o \z T G ig 7
master has been away from home for more than ten years and I . X fit ;&n 52 = 20 & F &7 %% W 2
am the one who has been taking care of you and your son during o’ ;C_ 03; i, ?) i ‘SC g \%é 752 $ < B é‘_c
his absence. You have no right to accuse Sako-no-jo of being 7 s < ;L oz 4 L 3;;.- 1 L g S
cruel . As people say, a loquacious man is a boor, so I won't say fit 5 ot 5 1 > % rE 7= ~ B X
another word to you about this matter. If you will not let Master MG N - H /ﬁ,ﬁ jﬁj 4F o = ° J=A EIEA) /)
Hanawaka come with me to drive the birds off of the rice paddies, g fA ~ L {1:; + P < A 217 e 3) F
please be aware that you and your son may be forced out of this R s 7% J§ S B H bi=] & j;
house to go wherever you can. é Hfj 2 by VAR j;ﬁ i % {i ; D ¥
L. o > Eé’ % . 2 R 3‘:0)
_lL /% %) Y % CL. T\ }o f:
Wife I understand what you mean, but as Hanawaka is still a child, I 7 » H1E T /‘%f D 75‘\ H T e H N
will go with you to scare away the birds. VA B < % L i < s g » 6N § 2L
: il R N o i
V v 17 B 5 0 W 3
D ¥ oD e N v ° A ZAS . %

Sako-no-jo

That is, indeed, something I would never have thought of. Master
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X D s
R | | | A > B0
Hanawaka is still a child, so he will not be so conspicuous. But if = =
a noblewoman like you goes out to work in the rice paddies, that oz OB Iz ¥ z o =z z 7 T
would ruin my reputation. That is completely beyond what I can < - & T+ H Z T n e H 7
consider doing. LRI T T T & Z Rz ZAS D °
¢ Lo Tkt ¥R 5 T
Wife Well, in that case, both Hanawaka and I will go and scare away the g ;/L ;\jci é ;(,2 % i % ig‘ M\ 7 }?‘
birds. 2 3 5 L N E 75 IS £ 1t b
NN = O i S S
Sako-no-jo Yy 5 H z A DA N L BN
That sounds like a reasonable solution. If you cover most of B bg: "\ D . \: z’ ' - WD
your face with a sedge hat when you come out, you will look like iz E i % 3?5 % ;,i: E % jVC\ fﬁ g
someone who has come to watch the scene of the birds being A R % A ?{)C e X % B 5 H
scared away. Then, I will get the boat out and wait for you in the T o W oo AN < 9 L % A
rice paddies tomorrow. Master Hanawaka, make sure you will — > L < < W Iz ° L B Vo
come and scare away the birds, all right? 6 & T 1T N mZ e U Z ok
N % L o * )
Wife Truly, no one has such misfortunes as Hanawaka. We named him acj E‘ § o E; ;]): < g 2 -;; ; z':c
Hanawaka (literary, “young flower” in Japanese), in the hope that vl g j:LE n e B BH ¥ ° L
his life would be filled with bliss. We have raised him with much < w 3 B o % E[\ n B
care. Yet our efforts have been in vain and run aground. What a O) %‘é ° oz < ?E 35_ ° N
pity. [N0)) z I T b - ’\% A7 Z
2 F L A % 2z < % 2
Reciters Mother and son are telling each other that they will go to the rice B F.% < Z % ‘:l: ;: % {/;f %
paddies, which are ringed by clappers hung on ropes. While they 5:5- fe = D) {é =t 7 L
encourage each other to get on board the boat and scare away T % W o n i)) b3 &t
the birds, they cannot stop shedding tears. They cannot stop S & é’- it J:O >~ o D
shedding tears, as they weep profusely. Now they open a shabby B3 ‘% 3 7 P ;g VC\ %
brushwood door and together leave their house—a place where f ) %\ J:o & ﬁ": . g
no one comes calling—to go and scare the birds away from the I ';i" — ?%'. 12 E ?Z
rice crop. The mother and the son leave their house together. < B A ¥ HH < <
e T b %
[Interlude] i RYARE: S N + ZAS X
2 T I * o 9
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3. Higurashi Returns to His Village and Waits to Watch the Boats Driving Off Birds

HOAR | FImIT

Ny
i

/& RCa EI 7
¥ <7;>O H s H
N i :
N = N =
EE L n oz om W & %
Lord Higurashi, having successfully concluded his legal matter in Kyoto, joy- Iz T B D T T < L (1= ¢
fully returns to his home village for the first time in over ten years. Arriving L\ NRE) T on 7 =GR /\% B
Y.
at his hometown, he notices that the boats driving off the birds are in the y i < & 3 A U AN 2
: : : it 2 & Wk M VoD ik i
paddies. He decides to stay there awhile to watch those boats. ¥ L S ) ) >k VINE/N =
[}
Z o 'fﬁj x - H R ) H Vob) )]
Higurashi Usually I feel pensive in autumn, but nothing can make me feel 5':5 9 P 3 D N S é 9 N
sad today, when I think that I am going home. Nothing is hard, i 0 /é L T D R - ¥ =
when I think that I am heading home. My heart is light and %(j z 1 A G| z H & < B
bappy. Com e gy Z S A
Mok 3 T S S S
T B 5% #ow & 3 N
I am Lord Higurashi from Kyushu. To take care of a legal matter, b D 7 = L = R
I had to stay in Kyoto for over ten years. The entire matter was g = 2 1z H T M Ik 163 ‘E
successfully concluded and now, filled with joy, I am returning %o 9 — g T =z ? tﬁ z
home. ‘1: Kl N 7 L 13 % ob) prd
)5 T ° oo 5 5
S . . 2o 58 @ £
[Lord Higurashi waits to watch the boats drive off the birds] L ¥ T L D 7 ¥ =
5 CH K g fE
As he approaches his house, Lord Higurashi notices the sound of flutes H E G Ei ) 1;‘5 % %
and drums. He orders the retainer accompanying him to see what it is and = [ON:IS Z 7 N
- AN -
learns that the boats are out on the water to scare away the birds. He now 7o . Bh & i+ -
. o . & = Z b L
remembers that this is one of the village’s events and decides to stay there o fE 0oL e 5
awhile to watch the boats. He has the accompanying retainer head to his /LL;\ D N U ° gETS
house before him. Holz N H N H
L fa Iz 2 Al }:
T Z < H i
N é: 5 N cg %o
e 2> L + it
o L T B % A
T i A4 L Lt}
vV e B I
Z (o
Y, e 7z

-

fa

I’
1%
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- ) ao D B D Bt D .
4. Sako-no-jo, the Mother, and the Son Appear on Board a Boat = = = = E3 Nis
Bk 2 b TR oHm B ?
Sako-no-j6, and Lord Higurashi’s wife and son appear on the stage aboard 3 )= 9 7= 3 (]): 7= D H =)
a boat equipped with clappers that runs out onto a rice paddy. The wife 3 [ L (B U 7 b TR ?j &
laments that her unreliable husband is still absent, while the son, Hanawaka, < ‘% N % k\ oji D %\ Oj): H
laments the cruelty of Sako-no-jo. JE 3\ g E Ejé /N ’% ¥ =
) \ 7 R § 5
i A & 8 Wi B B p
Sako-no-jo 4 = + 5 Iz M, ) [ =
How wonderful! I feel as though it was only yesterday that we 1'% e % 7 % ﬁ IO L’E ﬂy b =2
transplanted rice seedlings, but now the leaves of the fully grown U ﬂ'% g # /N C }:. D ; )
rice plants are swaying in the autumn wind. The time has come to % _\Q: f;:% U; \){;E/ ﬁg ﬁllj i 7z 75? B
drive the birds off of the rice paddies. rh ;)L ~ ZE %1%- < %C g 2 ;}E
T < 54 3 ‘ -
Wife Like the struggle of an uneasy water bird, we also feel grief. To ci\ é F o» ° Eéllg 121:) ;
drive away the flocks of birds, we ride this boat and strike hand 70 5 4 D i >
drums. I %: Z § <
L E5 5
Sako-no-jo ~ R 3:) flﬁ_ h
Also, we set up a (watchman’s) hut by a rice paddy, B 3 /&T:f %
S
%) 7’9‘\ ~
Wife and hang clappers from the boat. 0)) Vo) I
) N SE
Wife, Hanawaka and Sako-no-jo ﬁ I D
When we pull the boat near them, 8% é) Jf
D
5 7 1
Reciters  the water birds are startled and fly away pell-mell. ° @.,_E jI;:é
FON H
| . o hooon
Wife In this ephemeral world, even a bird is startled, 2 K 173
& Je <

Iz °

z 7

B o

U X

YA N

Ya
it
2
)
B
e
+
%
£
i
7z
B
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H
s
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H
2
=
7%
A
5
&
T
27}
n
~
H

REft FERRITEAIC & BRAFET

BEBGR— 5 LY A theggcom -32- https://www.the-noh.com



Torioi (Driving off Birds) Hoshs School Story % ‘% % .
D D
Reciters and indeed, all of the work we do is transient and without = =
meaning, v g ki E b EzZ ZREWMEF M
¢ D Pr F 2 B N LT YD z
In this fleeting world, anything can become a metaphor. Anything A i n ij_:; R ) ;,% Iz é‘_ 1% b 0 H 5
can become a metaphor. This self is like a bubble, floating Eﬁ:\ ﬁz gs— ;L'f{ f’ﬁ < Z 77 L 72 Z 9{ CIAN &;i CE. g)
ephemerally on the surface of the water. It is also like a water bird, %‘L; % g SS: 7?\\ ;’E % Eg g J:o ?}\ ﬂ)[ % Lg '{ 5.) ‘;E
floating on the water and sleeping uncertainly. Birds bob up and S H = n % I IERRN Ji Yl o 75‘) 5 {1
down together with the waves, as the ears of rice bend back and VA Y T oD = Z % WO oW T A2 o
forth in the autumn wind. What a refined, tasteful scene. This is D Z % ?{)\ L % D Z D T T H D Ci\
the season of autumn rain and we rarely have a sunny day, but % D ;{L z Ak ﬁ D iz 5 Z Z)o K o
mooring the boat at a bushy bank, just like the stars Vega and i !7% X& % 5% g; fl; ‘%)ﬁ ?E( k\ z;— g;é il Oé Ui i
Altair that meet only once a year because they are separated 5 % 7 ke %:) N r %% 5; % 75{ | j; I (0) fi .,
by the Milky Way, I wish to meet my husband again even once, N ST s o B < 5 S %k - ¢
although I wish in vain. Although I wish in vain. QD J} A=Y e L:_ 7; g Db kN9 N s
& I S T < - & AN S I R
Wife Be that as it may, Sako-no-jo said Lord Higurashi would return & Ho 'I‘ﬁ\ & ? & 72 wo— 28 Fkb Z
) : b L & 28 ¢ D AR A 22 [l B D Doz H
home this autumn. But those were just words, not a guarantee, I I8 B e 20 N 5 2 w0 b oo Z 9
and autumn is nearly over. I have no clue when my husband will %k' F o 2 T B B T (77: & B oo b 7% D
come back. I just feel ashamed of poor Hanawaka’s misfortune. 5 i’: B2 L 2, ij’ Z 09 OWE O oD 3 :cf
b N £ & J A )
- L ovuescn Eor TEME g U
Hanawaka This situation is indeed like the poem, “Merciless flowers scatter < L N o " &‘ 5 5 b 1T 7t -
and fall, / Yet their hearts follow the river’s flow. / The hearts of o 0) & Z Z A iz 2% & OB ° 03
h , < S X Doy I v b v R oy M
umans, though, have no mercy”. My father has had to pursue a o = S o N °
7% R S = 2 5k Y BT ko
legal matter and stay in Kyoto for many years, despite his worry- 5 79 i B B YD Bk £
ing about us at home. If Sako-no-jo had a heart, he would never 5e AN 37‘?5 W 1% »H B ZJ\( ps‘ ,% B
have done such a thing that shamelessly ruins his own reputation A Lz S D H H T O 4 F z’): IZ?_
while bringing my mother such sorrow. Alas, I will tell my father Z Li\ & r / LD gE- L 3) J): 2 g e e
about this dreadful affair. 3:) + 7{% \z 7;:; g 737:) b{ 02 i‘ %)ﬂ % VAS
> 7% N B %
Y, 5 T B D % 5 H 7
Wife Even if the legal matter were to end unsuccessfully, as long as my 75 02}: > 72? — o Z %E: — 1z kK 2 2))
son were still living with his father, he would never have had such H 3 H 2 ;: n A JE cj:\ J): 72
a miserable experience as this. =] H 5 5 B H B 7z T %X 9 75‘)
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o) 7 ’
Rt i & T E
Reciters How much longer will we have to bear such hardships and spend = ES iR
our days in tears, wetting our sleeves like water birds? V] > o f > B 3)0 5 Et 7o L
vk < T & T ® L ic i+ - V
7 b Bow k2B g = n z
5. As Requested by Sako-no-jo, Mother and Son Drive Off the Birds VA :E ¥ & é %‘: %% e = ¢ \13\ b
% L B W I [ Q= n 7% %
R o DV A oz S : 5
As Lord Higurashi’s wife and son are only lamenting their situation instead of Pz X n n o D H 7 %
working, Sako-no-jo urges them to start scaring away the birds. Reluctantly, 2 L X ° X oz > F = VD 3
the mother and son make noise with the clappers and strike hand drums to 9 :\ A ° A S 1 =3 0? ¥
scare away the birds. As the birds fly away, a happy Sako-no-jo tells them to 752 c]:o D 7z /\% +44:TE D Z )
take a rest. ﬂ%é g Iii:’o" JI: I = é ﬁ:
) iz 4 7 e
Sako-no-jo & E = " & °
There, there. What are you crying about? If you have something %i I VA i "i
to cry about, do it after you return home. A 3] = B
) L < =
S . . 2L 7- V8 2
Look! The birds in the other rice paddies have all been scared 'z';‘i 03
away, but those in Sako-no-jo’s paddies are still there. Do you 7 <
remember why I put you to work? Hurry up! Pull on the rope of \F h
hanging clappers, strike the hand drum, and scare away the birds. j/l: VoD
13 P\

Hanawaka How sad. I have to be afraid, even of my own retainer. I wonder %

N
9

what will become of me in the future.
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Sako-no-jo

Wife

Sako-no-jo

Wife

The rice is grown and ready to be harvested. In autumn, flocks of

birds come to eat the golden ripe ears of rice

and they must be scared away. That is why we row the boat and

make as much noise as we like with musical instruments.

Oh, look at that.

Wife and Sako-no-jo

Reciters

Wife

On the other boats,

they are striking hand drums, they are striking hand drums.
The noise of the clappers echoes up to the sky and drives off the
sparrows. Ho, ho! People are shouting to scare away the birds.
We always hear the sound of drums scaring away the sparrows
and the wind blows over the rice ears to the beat of the drum.
Hanawaka, even though you feel sad, scare away the birds. My
longing is just like the poem, “On a night / When I miss you too
much, / I wear my sleeping robe inside out (Citing the folk belief
that a lover will appear in dream if one wears a sleeping robe
inside out. Poem by Ono-no-komachi)” When I am missing my
husband, I wear my sleeping robe inside out, wishing to meet
him even if only in a dream. But alas, nothing can help me. I

am awakened by the sound of someone beating cloth to warm
themselves up at night.

My bitterness grows, day after day.
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- : :
Reciters My bitterness grows, day after day, but no one comforts me. I only oz = ) = =
shed more tears and the emotions in my heart are upset. When E: = A 2 b » EJ3] ¥ 72 DR
I strike a hand drum, the beat is uneven, reflecting my unsettled Fa \ic“.’ * T B F 5 5 % ol E D A
frame of mind. Imagining that others who hear the beat of my L\ J!(i % ?L - :/% % ? jﬁiﬁ %‘%(? T % g
drum must think that I am a poor player, I feel embarrassed. - . = =i 7r o :
T koos S T T
=il s ° %) = e T D A .
Wife Since my husband left home, even the light of the full moon 32 E— ; - 77 2 5 I s b“) E%f
N F & A0 D L AN
irind >
Reciters  that shines so brightly could never clear away the darkness in my %" ﬂé'-: D Iz I il 3) < I 5L ‘?
heart, which is full of bitterness from waiting for him to return. S Ly /5\ » % & 7> < n Vo
lﬁ'g? gz 0% T 5
Yl - # & 1% 4o
Wife Look, look! The flocks of birds S Z *%L\ S % ?b\ N /EEi %: D
-~ » A< # o+ oz K
Reciters  Look, look! The flocks of birds are leaving the rice plants and i Vi P H 3L 5 +h. X - T
N I == 7= A
flying up to the sky. Once they have left and gone away, when % i ) D % = " (L3 . T n
will we ever see each other again. Strike a hand drum and beat a ;]g—: g . B E!g _<% @é O)\ _ﬂé‘b 13\ A
drum. Let’s scare away more birds. A~ ;‘;S‘ i g S ?)\%‘ ey oL EC
i o & o i L & 5
. % S <
Sako-no-jo % D [6) ‘f\ ) TR \ 2 A 3
Oh, I am glad that all of the birds in my rice paddies have now % s = RYA 7z 2 H A
flown away. Please get out of the boat and take a break. < % Ej_ 7:) ;) X l;l"a? % ;@_)
= A Z ° S
Sty & z b ; D K<
R E - b i Ao
6. Lord Higurashi Learns His Wife and Son Are on the Boat and 9 N & 2 L g8 ke DIL
Threatens to Kill Sako-no-jo & 3 ) o L < A < :3__
g A % 5 5 % z \ {g-:
b
Lord Higurashi calls out to the boat and has it come closer to him. When o T 125 % 2 é (@ e
Sako-no-jo looks at him, he sees that it is his master who is calling out. Lord é cj; % E 7 % 2
Higurashi is reunited with his wife and son. When he hears their story, he 7- 2 9 F VD 1, Z)
threatens to slash Sako-no-j6 with his sword for behaving disrespectfully. ° > ° ) ° e gﬁ
by
H < & 7%
% 5 ‘ M2
{48 (B AR
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x X 0% X % x
Higurashi Watching the scene of the boats driving off the birds, I have . &

been forgetting that I am on my way home. Among the many ¥ Vo 2 B -z B W oB S BB
boats, that one decorated with hand drums and clappers looks 7 Z D 9 N \ H H WO B
especially festive. I will call it out and have it come closer to me. X A [ A E B X '?3 ES
S-S Y

Hello, hello! The boat over there, decorated with hand drums and HI ok e ) S ik 5l
clappers, come closer to me. F: % ? %—j‘: 5% ;:; g;)) ;Ibz 7§ g%) ?(\) ?\
U 3 &t b = Fey S
Sako-no-jo % D S 5 L z Z 7% [553 T
How interesting. In this region, I cannot think of anyone who D + 7\72 & n v Z bliy n ° X i% A
would order this Sako-no-jo to steer a boat toward him. He looks Ci) :G S Es <_, i$ " i)
like a traveler. Say, what a strange man. %2 ) Y g i% I ik o T L
v & il & S B 8 F D B % W IC
2B < : ¥R £ i £
Higurashi Hey, I am asking that boat to come closer. F SH I B X D b ®) 5
» £l 0N ] ’ £ T 7z fili 7z
Sako-no-jo A: - 4 1 ; 72 \ZE > F
This is all very odd. Rowing the boat for driving off birds closer to RS ENN ;Ci i f; Jg = ?}
him and looking carefully, I see that . . . Oh, my goodness, you are He ?i ¢ < ° i E N 7
Lord Higurashi! What has happened to your legal matter? 9ER P e Vo H 5 T
~ ) % & ~ EREA
Higurashi Yes, the legal matter was successfully concluded and I have just Jis ACA 0? e "Z‘f i Y 2 2]
now returned to my hometown. Is the child over there yours? - Y < f: ekl i -
< E3 P Z N % A —c
N P L % X D %
Hanawaka No, I am the son of Lord Higurashi. 7 - < 4 k ° =
I NS S N
Higurashi Then, the woman over there is your mother? Z %‘ g T
% o 2 v
72 T il S
° : U ¥ L
% : %) < 7
5 "o & Moo
S i ! s

AY I
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x X
Hanawaka Yes, she is my mother.
W A DB T S H & L& X 73 B
Higurashi Why are you doing such menial work? o) T oz W» T H F T A W % \{[) 1Z s \ >
KR B Ao o BBRBE S
Hanawaka My father has been staying in Kyoto but we have heard nothin woT B &k =) = b & A D
Y ylng in Ky 8 N £ A % 7 N =
from him. We have been relying on Sako-no-jo, who told us that 0? . g 2 L 2 17‘ ;g < :}I j’; < x ?L %,): <
z )
this autumn, we might be forced out of our own house if we did > ?é HX é )Z? &5 ﬁ - - E’ 'y < 7 N
not drive off the birds ruining the rice crop. Fearful of what he D 5 S = 7 D E D B xR i =Y
said, we put aside our status, boarded the boat, hit hand drums, r ¥ X > WA Eﬂg 7 T ¥ ) L 3]
and did such unfamiliar work. That is how we became such lowly 9 X F Hi B9 = I ° ¥ T 2 ES
203 o & ° P o
people. Iz 9 E [ 75:\ 5) Z Eﬁ g % j:,
fii & f % R X c,*%fa £y
Higurashi This is an outrage! First of all, “the child of a warrior, while still l_‘: 0 ;%? - ﬁ 73‘ é g ﬁ 4 2 L
N =
in his mother’s womb, hears what his parents wish of him and, _—\é‘ < ¥ <\‘ g ﬁt.l, ;) n A ¢ <
at seven years old, is ready to strike down his parents’ mortal H L n % Tt N ")
B ‘j_ /DN - Z\: E iz % i) %
enemy.’ You are already more than ten years old. You must resent 2 W 2 D D\ Z)O A oo i P
how terribly you have been treated. This happened because I ] k 7S ) D %) % 2 7
stayed in Kyoto for many years. Right now I will slash Sako-no-jo F w7k % :f D % + o2 ;F) °
with my sword and kill him before your very eyes. Come with me. T A5 Al b (ES L 5K
2w 5 n AN, 35
> © 2 y \‘-
Hey, Sako-no-jo! You have made a terrible mistake! When I gave 2; ﬁ§ E%l s EEE\ E\ T B/ & s
you the duty of looking after my son, I supposed it must be such e /bu; Hii < N =8 f& 17;’ i D
a hardship for you that after I returned home, I would give you BLii N N P B + A oA )
whatever reward you might wish. But such thoughts I had in DS 7 4 i: é A }fﬂg et 7 72)
Kyoto are meaningless now. You have disrespected your master b < H 5F TSN o b H oW 5')
~ ~ o H N
and used him like your servant. Is there any possible justification % 0; ,?u b %_ - v Z 174
i > —
for doing so? Why do you say nothing? ;')) é;‘) }i'; % g % T %C g L N
N b ) — -
m bk B ey o LS H
) A ) A ) J5E Voo i%
AOE 5 T 5L 2w 5 R
& 7 1E b 5 % oc N
L R Y2
B £ 9 B 8 B
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You are just like the man in this story, who was gone for such a
long time. During the more than ten years that you were away,

N

Torioi (Driving off Birds) Hosho school Story i g o % '7_? 3"& % t

5 = Z D 13
) S e
7. Higurashi’s Wife Stops Him and Sako-no-jo’s Life Is Spared = ° % I
o - Moo #R o EMM T % g H
Lord Higurashi’s wife stops her husband from killing Sako-no-jo, saying that é; D L 7 "G D T W E :‘\ 5F I X =
he is responsible for this misfortune. She urges him to spare Sako-no-jo’s life. ~F J): < b N A/ N Al = ,b n KA X
He then forgives Sako-no-jo. He makes Hanawaka the head of the family, and % ) < Ui I Y Vg < oK <O z
thereafter, the Higurashi family, a samurai clan of true virtue, flourishes for [/ = - i WSz % Al S 2 e 1
generations. fbﬁ il < i ES H v e A 7 ;”3\ e JL &)s
B LA daci ~o KT o

= koL i 4
Wife Hanawaka’s guardian is not at fault here. Hanawaka’s father, who 7z < ¥ 13 f) 7%1 ?C‘ gé H = Lléli i
abandoned us for so many years, is solely to blame. - Cji H < ¢ Iz I ; H s 1))
N . S, 4= 5% =
o L B ok 17 3 * % H
. . . ML F - B 2 73
There is a story about a man who mistakenly visits the house B i o NS 2 E 2 e k

of a sage and becomes his guest for a half day. But when the % z 2 D 5F 4F o gﬁi H 5;:
man goes back to his own home, he finds that while he was 2 t N J): z H - % n
in the sage’s house, so many years have passed that he meets L B8 - AR ?; 72 & 2

his descendants who are seven generations younger than him. g g\ 7 % X fE < }%

D s
) v D Y
o 7);0 ﬁ

nothing bad ever happened until today, when by some great

e
I T &

misfortune, you happened to witness such a cruel spectacle.

%t

S5
ik

Reciters We will speak no more of our complaints, if only you could
please, out of respect for Hanawaka and myself, spare the life
of Sako-no-jo.

Higurashi When you ask me like that, I cannot refuse your request.

Reciters  Autumn, the season to protect rice paddies, has come to an end. I
forgive Sako-no-jo.

After that, Lord Higurashi, after that, Lord Higurashi makes
Hanawaka the head of the clan. Hanawaka becomes a warrior
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who correctly practices, in this village, the five cardinal Confucian
virtues (benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and
fidelity). The Higurashi clan flourishes for generations, flourishes
for generations.
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Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat)
Torioi (Driving off Birds)

It is called “Torioi (Driving off Birds)” in the Hosho school while is “Torioi-bune (Driving off Birds from Aboard a Boat)” in the other schools.

Synopsis

A man known as Higurashi, the lord of Higurashi
village in Satsuma Province, Kyushu (in the present day,
the vicinity of Torioi-ché in the city of Satsuma-sendai,
Kagoshima Prefecture), went to Kyoto to pursue a legal
matter and has been away from his village for more than
ten years. During his absence, his retainer, Sako-no-jo,
has been entrusted with protecting Lord Higurashi’s
wife and his son and heir, Hanawaka. This year, no one
has been available to drive off the birds that ruin the rice
paddies, so Sako-no-jo goes to Higurashi’s house and
urges Hanawaka to use clappers and hand drums and
scare away the birds by making noise from aboard a boat.
Because Sako-no-jo makes his request quite forcefully,
going so far as to mention their being forced to leave their
home, the mother and son can hardly decline his request
and end up boarding the boat and scaring away the birds.

Lord Higurashi’s legal case has now been successfully
completed and he finally arrives at his village. On the way
to his house, he decides to take in the view of the boats
as they scare away the birds. At that very moment, Sako-
no-jo is in one of the boats, pushing the downhearted
mother and son to hurry up and scare away the birds.

The mother and son start to drive off the birds, but

for Lord Higurashi’s wife in particular, the sight of the
startled birds scattering as they fly away reminds her of

a separated couple, like she and her husband. When all

of the birds are finally gone, Lord Higurashi calls out to
them. Finding his master has returned, Sako-no-jo brings
the boat to the bank and formally greets his master. When
Lord Higurashi sees that the menial labor of driving off
the birds was being done by his wife and son, he is so irate
that he is going to slash Sako-no-j6 with his sword. At that
point, Lord Higurashi’s wife intervenes and remonstrates
him, as his absence of more than ten years is the cause

of the entire incident. Having forgiven Sako-no-jo, he

has Hanawaka succeed him as the head of the clan. The
Higurashi clan prospers for generations.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

School
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scene

All five. Titled “Torioi (Driving off Birds)”in the Hosho school.
The fourth group Noh, Kyéjo-mono

Unknown

Unknown

Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)

Village of Higurashi in Satsuma Province

Highlights Tsukurimono Boat (decorated with hand drums and clappers).
The origin of this human drama is thought to be a Characters Shite Lord Higurashi’s Wife
legend about driving off birds, passed down in the Sendai Kokata Hanawaka
area of Kagoshima Prefecture. The original legend, Waki/Waki-tsure  Lord Higurashi
handed down locally, is a dark tragedy describing the Waki-tsure/Waki ~ Sako-no-jo
separation of a mother and her children. (As the result Ai Retainer of Lord Higurashi (Sword Bearer)
of an evil plot hatched by Sako-no-jo, Lord Higurashi
divorces his wife and marries another woman. The first Masks Shite Shakumi, Fukai
wife’s two children can only see their mother staying on
the other side of a river and are forced to work at scaring Costumes Shite [First Half] Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), ironashi-karaori
away birds. The legend ends as, in a state of despair, (a short-sleeved kimono outer robe with no scarlet in its pattern),
the children drown themselves in the river.) This Noh kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost
lav is also dramatic, with ups and downs, but unlike layer of the costume of a female character), and a fan.
play1sa o P ’ . [Second Half1 Kazura, kazura-obi, mizugoromo (a type of
the legend upon which it is based, has a happy ending. Knee- . - . . - . '
. X k nee-length kimono of middling quality) or ironashi-karaori worn in
In‘ this play, shite (the l?ad c.haracter), .the w1fe of Lord tsubo-ori style, kitsuke / surihaku, koshimaki/ nuihaku (a
Higurashi, laments their misfortune, is considerate of short-sleeved kimono with embroidery and gold or silver flakes
her son Hanawaka, and shows dignified reserve toward placed onto the fabric), koshi-obi (belt), a sedge rain hat, and a fan.
her husband. This play vividly describes such feelings Kokata [First Half] kitsuke / nuihaku, nagabakama (hakama-style trousers
and behavior of hers, creating an atmosphere of elegance with long-stretched trains), and a fan. Or kitsuke / surihaku,
and refinement that is augmented by the quaint custom chigo-bakama (hakama-style trousers for a child character), and a
of scaring away birds from aboard a boat. Among the fan.
play’s many highlights, especially noteworthy are the [Second Half] kitsuke / surihaku, koshimaki/ nuihaku, koshi-obi, and
conversations between Sako-no-jo and Lord Higurashi’s a fan. Or kitsuke / surihaku, chigo-bakama, and a fan.
wife, the scene of driving off the birds that resonates with Waki/ Waki-tsure (Lord Higurashi)
the wife’s emotional landscape, and the scene in which Kake-suo (a long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono worn by male
the wife admonishes her husband as he is about to kill characters, left untucked in hakama trousers), kitsuke / atsuita (a
Sako-no-j6. While the male characters have their own t)'/pe of short»slee\./ed kimono mainly V\forn by rTwaIe chara.cters),'or
. . . kitsuke / dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with very wide stripes,
reasons for acting rashly and selfishly, in contrast the .
c X worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male characters
level-headed, caring, and courageous stance of the wife £l tanding), hak in Gkuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a small
. . of lesser standing), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a sma
leaves us with a very favorable impression of her. sword, a sedge rain hat, and a fan.
Waki-tsure / Waki (Sako-no-jo)
Su6-kamishimo (a long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono with
matching top and bottom, worn by male characters), kitsuke /
muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the
innermost layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), a small sword, and a fan. (In the second half, removes the
right sleeve from the top of the sué kimono and holds a pole.)
Ai Naga-kamishimo (long-sleeved kimono worn with a sleeveless robe
and a pair of hakama trousers with trailing hems).
Number of Scenes Two
Length About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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