Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story
*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different
schools.

1. Itinerant Monk Appears

An itinerant monk from Miho-no-seki in Izumo Province visits Kyoto for
sightseeing at temples. He arrives at Sennyaji Temple in the Higashiyama

area.

Itinerant Monk
I have traveled a very long way. Let’s hasten toward Kyoto. I
am a monk from Miho-no-seki in Izumo Province. Since I have
never seen Kyoto, I made up my mind to go and see temples in
Kyoto. / I decided to travel to Kyoto now. In the morning, when
clouds were rising in the sky, I left Miho-no-seki. While leaving
my heart at home / in the evening at my home, I traveled day after
day and have already arrived in Kyoto. As I have traveled day after
day and made good time, I soon arrived in Kyoto. First I shall go
to the renowned Sennyaji Temple in the Higashiyama region and
offer prayers before the statues of the sixteen arhats and the relic
of Shakyamuni Buddha that was brought there from China. This
must be Sennytji Temple. I'm going to ask someone in the temple
to be my guide and tell me about the temple. / I have arrived
at Sennytji Temple in Kyoto. I am offering prayers before the
renowned relic of the Buddha.

2. Itinerant Monk Offers Prayers Before the Relic

The itinerant monk requests a low-ranking monk who performs manual
labor at the temple to show him the statues of the sixteen arhats and the
relic of Shakyamuni Buddha. Guided by the low-ranking monk, the itinerant
monk sees the relic that, according to tradition, was once retrieved from
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public. I am in charge of this event and have brought the key with v )\
me now to open the door. After you offer prayers to the relic of ? 'E; t\\
the Buddha, I will take you to the main gate. We can climb up into v 7 < I3
the gate building and offer prayers to the statues of the sixteen ° = [ -
arhats enshrined there. Come with me this way. Y 2 = ES <
% i i
Itinerant Monk Z z
Yes, T will. o i

oF

Low-ranking Monk

E RO O SHERZIHO (et TS WA OERE LAY

IHERECTov

Rattle, rattle. Now, I have opened the door. Look upon the relic

Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story % ?;‘f % ?;E G ?ﬁﬁ % F_ H ?g —

= B = A=

D B}

, T 1k
a rakshasa demon by the heavenly deity Skanda. Moved by the sacredness 3 7 + &
of the relic, he sheds tears. (According to the school, variations exist in the iy R [N A A Z ﬂ\ ﬁ[ b a5 ZS #
exchanges between the itinerant monk and the low-ranking monk.) g f%: % 3) 7})3 3 °Z % L ;’ i) HR %fﬁk =
g S ok 3 o E £ b VAR £
Itinerant Monk 60 L VC\ o g E\ é; T:i L\ ﬁ% 1{% ;Z LH
Excuse me. Is anyone here? :5 - = o Iz Jos i3
X i 3 & 6 < T 72 ¥ 7z IIII =

. 2 /N L % YE D L 1 5t ?F J

Low-ranking Monk L L T 2> H k 2 < W #

How may I help you? = LA SRR T % 9 B} Lé 5 K

» b

% % s g X i 5 5 b ¥

Itinerant Monk F%ﬁ i & < b O f_)/ {Jﬁ? g

I am a monk who has traveled all the way to Kyoto from a rural F ’id‘ ;%l] ;E JE Eé ZE,:J 5

area. Having heard many things about this temple, I came all L ¥ i e Ei B H Z

the way to pay a visit. I would like to offer my prayers before the f'% L 153 b1 F 7~ A

statues of sixteen arhats and the relic of the Buddha that was éi D L g W J):

brought here from China. % 70 H Lé 7372 g 9

: sz 3T M L

Low-ranking Monk ¢ £, ° % z N

I see. You heard about this temple and came to offer your prayers. b= 5 N F D Iz

Although not everyone is permitted to see the Buddha'’s relic, A ~ ) A |

today is indeed a special day on which the relic is on view to the EC £ z 7<'C O
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and do pay homage to it well.
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Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story % % = i Zg
Al g
Itinerant Monk A
How splendid. I will follow you now. From one thing to the next, D Iz T H D PR iz b B
there is nothing in Kyoto unworthy of attention, but how extraor- B 2> 30 D & D - b L IR 2
dinary is this opportunity to offer prayers directly to a wondrously [N SR /D % e H B SN z
efficacious relic of the Buddha. This relic was once stolen by an ;E < W7 L i >
evil rakshasa, but Skanda took it back from the demon. Looking &)\ g\: l‘: L l(: ‘JE 2/1: AN
at this beneficent, virtuous tooth that has remained in this world h L Wk o it D
beyond the time of two lifetimes — this lifetime and a future b) - > 13
lifetime, I am so moved that I cannot stop shedding tears. This e ° ° 4
S
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sight will always be engraved in my mind. I earnestly offer my y 5 C \
prayers to Shakyamuni Buddha, who is replete with all virtues. : 5 i
e g n
D N
Group Reciters A 1H: é &
How splendid! I feel as though Shakyamuni Buddha is still living Iz Z Pb\
here today in this world. Nothing can compare to paying homage 3] > it
to relic of the Buddha, presented before my very eyes. The sleeves % ° 2 L -
of my black monk’s robe are wet with my tears. Eﬁ% — & X
-
D K 5
i 7 S
3. Villager Appears ?; B
=

=
=

A villager appears in front of the relic of the Buddha and extols his blessings.

Villager =~ What blessings! When Shakyamuni Buddha resided in this world,
people could hear his preaching with their own ears. Since they
directly encountered the Buddha and with their own ears heard

him expound the teaching, for a long time they were able to

L OGTIRF RN R S

attain buddhahood and gain joy and peace of mind in both this
lifetime and the next. However, in this world where / living in

2
i

this age when the Buddha’s teachings have fallen into decline, my

B
LAKIIOTE TR e CHOAT

fervent prayers brought me this opportunity to pay homage to the

STENE 0T IR T S AP RRDEE O S TR TRV
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Buddha. I am extremely happy.
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this temple occasionally to pay homage to the relic of the Buddha.

L0

Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story & X iy i S i LEEL Lt
/ : ) A
e 3 g
4. Villager Talks A N A
¥ @M DLk N N/ A S SRS
The villager talks about revering the Buddha’s teachings and about Vulture - L7 9 < 1Z <] 3 D £E
Peak. HZ'[ L ERR Z 4/% i ﬂ; @ ]
& T B3 D & T A i g
Itinerant Monk - K o7 ~F Ea| :C =20
ffer in front of an altar. This is a lonely pl & e o 1 o EE B g
I am offering prayers in front of an altar. This is a lonely place, N A R 5 ) T B
but I hear the voice of someone revering Buddha’s teachings. May D 3 AN H 7 T %m s
I ask who you are? / I am a traveler temporarily staying at this {72’7 fth T o §) ) D
temple and the night is growing late. When the eight o’clock bell is Fr N < ¢§- 72 F’é %
clearly tolling, I hear the voice of someone revering the Buddha’s é ?{)‘ % bg) % 0
teachings. I wonder who you are. Please tell me your name. % 1 ¥ o YJSK 2
V) & T %
Villager I am a villager living near this temple. Since I heard a voice talking F il g %
about the wondrous Buddha’s teachings, I stopped by here. / I visit ‘i’ % A o1
o3 7 ; i
b 2
Y, w
& AN
"
E
D
i
%
f

LI ONHASTHESAUS R FE [, AIFEERIDIHEN A S

oF oot ooy Ay

Monk Whoever you are, if you want to pay homage to the relic of the A
Buddha, our hearts are one. I am a traveler, and Vo e
Y, %
Villager  Iam a stranger, visiting this temple. However, H LA
A 5
—=
Itinerant Monk z ~
this pl h tered each other i kr 2
is place where we encountered each other is > Vo i
D
Itinerant Monk / Villager S
still b
(e
. . (Y
Villager and Itinerant Monk N

at the edge of the capital city, on a peak in the southern end of
Higashiyama.

RHMOA | AT THESBETRPS FRN T T 5 90T A>T
Oy NNOESHOERIER AN AHNTET CHF

SRS S0 O ((E

Canr

Reciters The atmosphere of this old temple is well matched with the moon
and snow. The water of its well is clear and a chilling wind travels
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Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story

Villager

Reciters

Villager

Reciters

over the pine tree in the garden. I feel as though the sound of the
bell, echoing through the night as it grows late, purifies my heart.
Listen, all night long, to the sound of the wind rustling through
the pine trees on the mountain. Listen to the sound of clear water
running through the canyon. The stormy wind sounds like a voice
reciting scripture. Where there is the Buddha’s teachings, there
are also worldly teachings, just as the delusions of worldly desires
exist together with enlightenment and buddhas reside alongside
living beings. When you consider such matters after attaining
enlightenment and grasping the true nature of reality, you
understand that good and evil are not two separate things, they
are indeed one and the same.

Buddha’s teachings is in decline, and we are already in the age of
the decay of the Dharma.

Buddha’s teachings was brought from India through China to
Japan and is flourishing in this country. At Higashiyama in the
moonlight capital, one of the Buddha’s bones is enshrined / has
remained as proof that his teachings have been disseminated here.

Their wondrous light sparkling beautifully in front of my eyes,

for nothing could be more sacred than this relic. In this way,
Buddha’s teachings has been disseminated eastward from India
and the three tathagatas—Shakyamuni, Bhaishajyaraja, and
Amitabha—as well as the four bodhisattvas—Avalokite$vara,
Maitreya, Samantabhadra, and Maiiju$ri—have all manifested
themselves in Japan in order to save living beings. My heart is

as clear as the autumn sky when I think of Vulture Peak, where
Shakyamuni Buddha preached the Dharma. When thinking of
Shakyamuni entering nirvana on the twenty fifth of February /
facing the dimly shining crescent moon, I feel as though my soul
will vanish. The flowers of the twin sala trees growing by the River
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Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story ?g % h it %

8 i

Hiranyavati look quite attractive in their moss-covered garden, but H %
when I hear that this is the site where Shakyamuni entered nir- n opi R ﬁ 2] 2 H i g | L " 4 b
vana, I feel an unbearable sadness. Thankfully, while staying at this = S e =5 73 )\ D - D Honw 7 = H F o
temple that holds a relic of Shakyamuni Buddha, I feel as though Wl iR 2 1 T 2 kot G5 DD Z
the Buddha is still here in this world. When Shakyamuni Buddha 2/ 7; % 1 Tz W oo ?ﬂi L *)j‘ b &
resided in this world, even trees and grasses were able to receive c % z ng i E 5 %: H 451: 0: é =
his teachings and all of them were able to attain buddhahood at ‘ ? bk 5 Z s W 75: ) é 4 S c
g Lx2 b 3 O N S - S S ) B
Vulture Peak. 3 gt 7 é W oo R L oC U %i N
oo = DT DDk o
Villager  Today, however, the peak is empty and abandoned. il i ¢ T ¥ 2 EH K 9 S AR owv 1z
A T oI v b 35
Reciters  The moon alone shines as it did in the past. The moonlight shines % ;[?7)5'7 ;C) 25 - leii % }2 {I/ﬁ; S ﬁé é‘.\ j;z
from between the pine trees growing in the lonely mountain. I re- L fr 7 L\ O T E oAl < D AN %
vere the autumn moon, shining like the sacred light emitted from ;1: D e N F v o F owu %{ YW
the urna on the Buddha’s forehead. What barely / distantly remains 9 Hj / = < [ {FZR 9 3 A 7[’j_£ D
in this world is the teaching of Four Noble Truths — the Truth of T =5 ig,f” S J): E Z)O ° % JLiN @\
Suffering, the Truth of the Cause, the Truth of Extinguishment, é ES £ Lé ) - B % T &
and the Truth of the Path—that together clearly explain the causal ; E l, ) 'ﬁj ,7—25 f; ? IE/J < % g')5
relationship between delusions and enlightenment. That only this < B HY % /i/ Fgg ST T j zluj
teaching still exists makes us feel anxious and uncertain, wander- Iz 3% ~ H Ww J4g iz & 5 9 X
ing like a predawn cloud over the vast blue ocean. Although I have AN E OR5 - /N 1A A
never seen Vulture Peak, I am actually able to see and pay homage bi) = {2_ % 7_? g{ 57})%) Ig% g /fg !ff-:%
'Fo a 're‘hc of the Buddha at this temple, which is extremely awe- R E < 6‘ 0‘5 Fe f,_ LU 2
inspiring. %'2 g }i, {’E ;C‘ ,(\ H = g} <
) R T30
5. Rakshasa Reveals His Identity n o= B 2 o 3 & Bl C M
D TR E ) 2 Be
The villager reveals that he is a rakshasa demon and disappears after grabbing é‘é if&l')% ? gél E ;{: ;)fj 7 J%l lg
the Buddha’s relic. D > Yo% OE L ° s y E
- Dy B & [ R
Itinerant Monk ° g T Ig; Eéjz Ig' % % N
How strange. The sky that was clear / The moon that shined D g F v oo AR

brightly until a moment ago is suddenly covered by clouds.
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Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story

Lightning starts to flash in front of the hall. / in front of the place
where buddhas are enshrined. / in a way I have never before seen.
What on earth is going on?

Villager =~ Now I have nothing to hide. From long ago, this rakshasa has
coveted the relic of the Buddha and still wants it now. Forgive me,
reverend monks. / people.

Itinerant Monk
How astonishing! While I am watching him, how strange / While I
am watching him, how dreadful, his face has suddenly turned into
that of a demon.

Villager  Irun up to the hall enshrining the relic of the Buddha, and just as
this rakshasa stole the relic in the past,

Monk he uncovers the gold casket in which a relic of Shakyamuni was
placed after he entered nirvana.

Villager  Isit on the jeweled seat of the Buddha,

Reciters in front of the altar where precious incense such as sandalwood
and agilawood are offered to the Buddha, smoke rises. / the
rakshasa is concealed in smoke. He flies about, lost in flashes of
lightening. A rakshasa is, by nature, a demon that can run quite
fast. He scrambles up the stupa, moves around quickly and,
while people are confused and bewildered, grabs the tooth of the
Buddha. He kicks open a hole in the ceiling and flies through the
air. In an instant, he vanishes into the sky.

6. Low-ranking Monk Narrates the Story of the Relic (interlude)

Alarmed by the commotion, the low-ranking monk comes. When the itiner-
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Skanda appears and chases after the rakshasa demon, who is running all over
the place. When the rakshasa is caught, he returns the relic to Skanda and
then disappears.

[

Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story " z o = 2 » # +t B
. . . = ¥ X = %
ant monk explains how the rakshasa stole the relic, the low-ranking monk L o EX W
tells the story of the relic and together with the itinerant monk, invokes the ya s v AR v P Z Bl x
heavenly deity Skanda. ~ ~ :é = P et < H
Fo A NN % v R
> > t % T <, ik &=
7. Skanda Chases after Rakshasa ;g ;g ﬁ: ;)) \3)& 2
I 9 &
9] L
\F 2\
Iz i
%

LSO CR

<
%2

Skanda  Skanda, who protects this temple, is indeed myself. A rakshasa, a

¥
OSEHE BT [ SRS Y

demon who follows incorrect teachings, is still coveting the relic
of the Buddha that he tried to steal at the time of the Buddha’s
nirvana. Therefore, he has again stolen the relic. I will chase you

aF
S AT C S QYRR Z2ID T R

to the end of the earth and never let you go. Leave the relic here.

Rakshasa No, I will not do as you command. This relic of the Buddha is

EREHSFEEEOER

something that everyone wants to have.

~ASET

oI T A THERZIHHI A
< &

IS arse A

Reciters  They run beyond the borders of the realms of Desire, Form, and

IEAN

Non-form — the circle of transmigration — and ascend to the

-
=3

S

heavens of Creating Enjoyment, Yama, Paranirmitavasavartin, and
the Thirty-three Gods. And when Skanda chases the rakshasa all

A S SEARGER AT A PSR T A TR = A o O WPEE
RGBS EI S HE M A ¢ (Semi) MBS SR R
CepERED ekl v (O R O SO T A CRECRRIGES (¢

(_.,%G\/;&nuuaén»-g@ I .

A CECHRIZHEASHEERMAN WS TR ERMANEIE

the way up to the palace of Indra, a Brahman encountering them B 3] 9
v
at the palace helps Skanda drive the rakshasa back down to the 5 < & A
R | <
earth. =2 N B
Low T (e
B % e
Rakshasa Running to the left, o ¥ JEE = D 2 N
T R B <
k ~ \—0 V) %
Reciters / Rakshasa < 5 H
and running to the right, g .~ 7- A
S ERR:
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Shari (The Relic of the Buddha) Story

Reciters  in every direction in the heavens and on earth, I am blocked.

When the rakshasa is swirling around back and forth in the air, i
Skanda approaches, strikes him down to earth with his jeweled %

scepter, and steps down firmly on his head. “Where is the tooth
relic? Give it to me! Give it to me!” The rakshasa tearfully hands

AL ite,

o SH T ANTEA Y F T UEBO TR
AYVHFAESERTA IS D SEF O TEOEMTNS SOOI/ 2BE

AT e SECHRBRAEAETERE  ASOSHr TEEGE oo

over the relic and so Skanda retrieves it. The demon who ran so

~
~

swiftly now walks feebly, his energy exhausted. His mind a blank,
he gets up from the ground and vanishes into thin air.

Srise

\
2

OFET T SR RYE AT A BERE A e A o BT A

ONT A GEA CHREBENNANANASRERTENA A oS E e

T2, T FEERNE A & SE
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Shari (The Relic of the Buddha)

Synopsis

An itinerant monk travels from Miho-no-seki in
Izumo Province to Kyoto to do some sightseeing in the
capital city. He visits Sennyji Temple, in the Higashiyama
area, to offer prayers to the sixteen arhats and a relic of
the Buddha. Guided to the relic by a low-ranking monk
who performs manual labor at the temple, the itinerant
monk is so moved by seeing the Buddha’s relic that he
sheds tears. When the itinerant monk is chanting a sutra
in front of the relic, a villager who lives near the temple
appears and joins the monk in offering prayers before the
Buddha’s relic. While the villager is recounting the history
of the relic, the sky suddenly turns dark and thunder starts
to rumble. The villager then reveals that he is a rakshasa
demon. He steals the relic, kicks apart the ceiling, flies
through the sky, and disappears.

Alarmed by the commotion, the low-ranking monk
comes in. The itinerant monk explains to him how the
rakshasa took the Buddha’s relic and ran away with it.
The low-ranking monk tells the itinerant monk the
story behind the relic and together, they invoke the
heavenly deity Skanda. Then Skanda appears and chases
the rakshasa through the sky, running the demon down
to earth and finally retrieving the relic from him. The
captured rakshasa, having lost his supernatural powers,
vanishes.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

The main theme of this play, the rakshasa and
Skanda’s fight over the Buddha’s relic, is based on an
anecdote described in Taiheiki (Chronicle of Great Peace)
and other texts. The incident in question occurred in
the time shortly after Shakyamuni Buddha passed away.
In this play, it is reenacted with the setting having been
moved to Sennydji Temple in Japan. Although rakshasas
are also called “fast-footed demons,” this one is caught
by the heavenly deity Skanda, who runs even faster than
the swiftly running demon. Of course, a demon who
praises Shakyamuni Buddha and his relic is not entirely
unlikable.

In the first half of this play, shite appears as a villager
and does not move much. However, in the scene in
which he reveals his identity as a rakshasa demon, his
actions are vigorous and rough. He suddenly leaps up,
steals the relic, dashes off, and stomps apart the floor
of a stage prop in the form of a stupa. In the second half
of the drama, the scenes in which Skanda is in pursuit
of the rakshasa continue, and a stage prop, ichijo-dai, is
effectively used to express, on the stage, the vast space of
heaven and earth. Another interesting feature of this play
is how the music changes along with the agile movements
of the actors.

-10 -

Schools All five

Category The First group Noh, Kirinoh-mono

Author Unknown

Subject Taiheiki (Chronicle of Great Peace) Volume 8,“The account of the Tanido Hall
burning”

Season Autumn

Scene Sennyaji Temple in Higashiyama, Kyoto

Tsukurimono Ichijé -dai, a stupa topped by a flame-shaped gem

Characters Mae-shite Villager

Nochi-shite Rakshasa

Waki Itinerant Monk

Tsure Skanda

Ai Low-ranking Monk in the service of the Sennyaji Temple

Masks Mae-shite Mikazuki, Awaotoko, Ayakashi, etc.
Nochi-shite Shikami
Tsure Tenjin
Costumes Mae-shite Hachimaki (a headband), kurogashira (a long black wig),
mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono of middling
quality), kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with
no pattern, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of
male characters of lesser standing), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.

Nochi-shite Hachimaki, akagashira (a long red wig), awase-happi (lined
happi-style kimono), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved
kimono mainly worn by male characters), hangire (a type of
hakama trouser worn by strong characters such as demons,
gods, and warriors), and koshi-obi. Holding a gem, shaped like
a flame or a small stupa.

Nochi-tsure Hachimaki, kurotare (a long black wig), wa-kanmuri (a
ring-shaped, crown-like headdress often worn by male gods),
sobatsugi (lined happi-style kimono with no sleeves, worn by
warriors or Chinese characters), kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a stick for beating.

Waki Sumi-boshi (a hood worn by ordinary Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime, koshi-obi, a fan, and
Buddhist prayer beads.

Ai Noriki-zukin (a type of hood worn by temple servants),

Number of Scenes
Length

mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime, kukuri-bakama (a way of
wearing hakama trousers, tucking up the bottoms at the knee
with strings), a pair of gaiters, koshi-obi, and a fan.

Two
About 1 hour and 10 minutes
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