As the Star Festival is being observed, the emperor appears in the lavishly
decorated hall.

Emperor How interesting that the seasons change so quickly — spring has
passed, summer ended, and it’s already the seventh day of seventh
month in early autumn (according to the lunar calendar). We must
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be quick to celebrate the Star Festival.
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Minister The hall where His Imperial Majesty currently resides is called the
Shoka Hall.
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Empero  The many assembled vassals are dressed in their finery.
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Minister In the pavilion constructed of the seven precious metals and A H EH
gemstones as well as in the gorgeous hall with a floor covered in 25 2R }\‘\ & - {737 w S e r L
gold and silver, the emperor and Py 5 F ?ﬂ) B = AT 5% o) B H O
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Minister all gathered together, 03 = {g B % o E L’E e n -
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disporting themselves at playing music and other entertainments. T X 2 s . ;&? T
The source of their pleasure seems inexhaustible. Even the Castle 2’ g% 1l ;i é— g {/j
of Joyful Sight, where it is said that heavenly beings get together D D {JE: g Z - 7
to play music and entertain themselves, cannot equal this palace 7 B I 3 T < B
at this moment. This is brought about entirely by the august ° M fiu H oz N ]
brilliance of His Imperial Majesty. How grateful we are for the g Elgj D ,0) A8 A
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An old man, together with a local man, appears. He expresses appreciation 5 % é\:— 7 7S
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reigns over the realm peacefully, even menial men like us can lead J): . %\ i /75?
tranquil lives. ) - & 7R il
s N o5 A B
7 S 9 W i
Local Man N ) k\ i
Thanks to this emperor who bestows such generous blessings, g < ° M e
L - ¥ %
Iz 2 5 xS

SEs— LA theg‘%_com 2. https://Wwww.the-noh.com



Tobosaku Kanze School Story

Old Man and Local Man

we have only to trust in and depend upon him.

Old Man As a sign that the world is governed by a wise emperor, the wind

blows once every five days and the rain falls once every ten days.

Old Man and Local Man
All of the moistened trees and grasses bend toward the emperor
and follow his command. How lucky are we who were born in
this age. This is the day of the Star Festival — Vega and Altair are
hastening toward their annual reunion. Although autumn’s arrival
is not visible to our eyes, the sky’s appearance changes naturally.
The wind sounds differently and we welcome the arrival of eve-
ning, when we enjoy a cool breeze blowing through our sleeves.
Even the color of rice leaves bending in winds is beautiful. It is
early autumn scenery that makes ones believe in one thousand
years of peace.

4. Old Man Visits the Palace

The old man calls upon the emperor at the palace, where he announces that
there is a good omen for the emperor, as the Queen Mother of the West will
come to see him. He speaks about Taoist sages and the Queen Mother of
the West, as well as about her peaches that give one eternal youth. He then
reveals that he is Tobosaku and disappears into a cloud.

Old Man There is something I wish to inform His Imperial Majesty.

Minister I understand you have something you want to say, but first tell me
who you are.
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Old Man Iam a man living in a distant corner of this country. I came to the
alace today as there is a matter I wish to explain to His Imperial - - o
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Old Man Iam a man living in a distant corner of this country. I have come g 7% YN é) Jl; 1'/”3 S 03 LZ: 03 g E 60;
to see you today because I have seen an omen portending an F 7 D P I f:) E B 2 + ~ F
- ZIANY - iy
auspicious event. Recently, a blue bird with three legs has been D D S i%; R % - T T h = n
flying above the palace. This bird is beloved by the Queen Mother SHSAQ ;é;f j(f g’“ I Z H 4 = LS’_ ) c;
of the West. This means that in the near future, the Queen oY Blé Fu g N 1 L ° 2[§ 13 ZAS fi
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Mother of the West will visit the palace to pay her respects to {%‘Ag L P)\ ;F)?K' N Fiﬁ 7o # 3— /% % bg ‘/’\CJ
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the emperor. I came here today to inform you of this matter. 20z u = = %) + o
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Emperor Nothing is more auspicious than this news. Please also tell us some D T T 3 b 5 : 1)) M SN &
details about the Taoist sages. % 0 i % H 3 Iz I F 0 NS
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Reciters ~ Sages living in their enchanted land do not interact with humans. o ﬂ; j% E A A & % 3 5 EFI
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They prefer to eat pine needles and wear garments made of moss. = ¥ D 4 1z g D L iz Oﬁ l; L
Even after many years pass, their pleasures never come to an %i i e - it 7%? 2 7 v % H 1
end. They use their supernatural powers to fly about freely, going < b 1T ﬁj 1T It j?L ° F ﬂé * 58
anywhere they please. b I % A T A I O] % 7z
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Old Man Before he became Buddha, when Shakyamuni was still a prince < 2 < B *EF % W I?‘] _%) %’ 1{%
living in the kingdom of his birth, he placed himself in the service z th - ﬁ: WMo < L W g ﬁ;
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Reciters  He collected nuts and brought water to offer buddhas, and after \0) U] & h j:i g < e yop T\
practicing such asceticism for many years, he at last attained 0] D < - i% L 2 & .
enlightenment and became the great world-honored sage, Buddha. b\ » V) § ng };&F ?iil’ 0“7;’) %
By the way, among the innumerable Taoist sages, the Queen 2 H B A N < 4 W o Vo
Mother of the West manifests herself as a temporary transforma- 5 7 W ° A% ( 5 £ = 7=
tion of Amida Buddha, the Buddha of Immeasurable Life, who H T G 7z T ) L
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resides in Amida’s Pure Land of Utmost Bliss in the western 32? § %o ?E) %
quarter. As indicated by her name, her longevity is immeasurable. B ¥R n c B ox N 2 L
Therefore, she is a very auspicious sage. The peach trees growing j/]: 1) "C\ & L X 1% D D
in her garden flowers and bears fruit only once every three thou- & 3 £ X N N 1 G
sand years. The peach is an elixir of eternal youth—a wondrous it} 5 Z £ D 9 » 9 ~ =
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Old Man Now there is no need to further conceal my identity. I am indeed ;&5 ;g i {% %‘ ;é Z 7§ 0}‘
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Reciters Tobosaku, whose name is renowned across this world. If the T S < 7z T VAS Mg =
emperor eats her peaches, he will maintain his health and enjoy a £ jéf L 0> b5 U KN 3}
long life. I will quickly return to the palace, bringing with me the ?)? %E i 'EES\ "P) »E °
Queen Mother of the West. So saying, he stands up and leaves N ° 7 ,C\}jL: ¥
through the garden. Only his voice is left behind as he disappears L z o 2 3
into a cloud. N el < °
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5. Narration by Taoist Sage [Interlude] 3 70 2
°
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A Taoist sage appears and narrates the story up to this point. Then the Spirit

b
2

of the Peach appears and has the sage lick the top of its head.

6. Tobosaku Appears

Tobosaku appears again and goes to see the emperor, bringing with him the
Queen Mother of the West.
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Tobosaku Iam indeed Tobosaku, who went to the enchanted land and spent
many years thére. Novxf I have already lived for nine thousand o Iz R e il
years as from time to time, I eat one of the peaches of the Queen wmo¢ Jas| z 5l
Mother of the West. I promised to offer these peaches to the Ji% E: Iz

emperor. Well, Queen Mother of the West, let’s make haste and go

to visit him.
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7. Dance by Tobésaku and Queen Mother of the West
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The Queen Mother of the West offers her peaches to the emperor, and she
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and Tobosaku perform a dance together to court music. When the sun starts
to set, they bid farewell to the emperor, and the Queen Mother of the West
returns home, riding on a dragon.
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Reciters  What a wondrous sight! It looks like a group of white clouds is
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descending from the western sky and the three-legged blue bird
is flying alongside the clouds. The beautiful Queen Mother of
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the West, wearing shimmering robes and a sparkling crown, has e T
arrived here, riding on a beautiful dragon. How extraordinary that E e
we can witness such an event. A %
e o)
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Queen Mother of the West D )
The Queen Mother of the West steps forward in the garden of the Hi 2
palace, v I < "
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Reciters  The Queen Mother of the West steps forward in the garden of the i § <o g
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palace, carrying the famous peaches, and respectfully presents e r 0
them to the emperor. The emperor is so deeply moved that he 7% ) ° 5‘)
orders an unlimited number of songs to be played concurrently. S 9 '%‘\ ik
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Tobosaku Kanze School Story

[Gaku dance]

Reciters  The time of performing dance music has come to an end. As the
sun is setting in the west, Tobosaku and the Queen Mother of the
West bid farewell to the emperor and take leave of the palace. The
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emperor misses them and tells them to visit him again sometime.

Having received this imperial order, they together depart the

it
palace. The Queen Mother of the West elegantly rides her beauti- %—
ful dragon and ascends on a distant path of clouds, returning to <
the heavens. Va
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The time is the Han dynasty in China. A court official makes an announce- . P 5 N H D . 5 9 &5
ment at the Shoka Hall in the palace of Emperor Wu. He reports that since R 2 o 7y i ¥ K iz | piis
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Empero How interesting that the seasons change so quickly — spring has 7z )X =] T bl g5 =R
passed, summer ended, and it’s already the seventh day of seventh R 51 ¢ z) E/-g # %
month in early autumn (according to the lunar calendar). We must ;)) ?z =1 N = &
be quick to celebrate the Star Festival. 2 3 z:CL L 'i; ;
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Minister The hall where His Imperial Majesty currently resides is called the 5P e Ly NN
Shoka Hall. The many assembled vassals are dressed in their finery. AR 2 1% 7 Jes
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Tobosaku Komparu School Story

Minister the emperor and
Emperor officials in both civil and military service are all gathered together,

Group Reciters
disporting themselves at playing music and other entertainments.
The source of their pleasure seems inexhaustible. Even the Castle
of Joyful Sight, where it is said that heavenly beings get together
to play music and entertain themselves, cannot equal this palace
at this moment. This is brought about entirely by the august
brilliance of His Imperial Majesty. How grateful we are for the
blessings that the emperor bestows upon us, far and wide.

3. Old Man and Local Man Appear

An old man, together with a local man, appears. He expresses appreciation for

the reign of the emperor and praises the beauty of the early autumn scenery.

Old Man and Local Man
Thanks to the august brilliance of His Imperial Majesty, who
reigns over the realm peacefully, even menial men like us can lead
tranquil lives.

Local Man
Thanks to this emperor who bestows such generous blessings,

Old Man and Local Man ~ we have only to trust in and depend upon him.
As a sign that the world is governed by a wise emperor, the wind
blows once every five days and the rain falls once every ten days.
All of the moistened trees and grasses bend toward the emperor
and follow his command. How lucky are we who were born in
this age. This is the day of the Star Festival — Vega and Altair are
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hastening toward their annual reunion. Although autumn’s arrival o /E\ n B P
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the sky’s appearance changes naturally. The wind sounds differently D Eﬁj % l/: H % N 5 12\ 2 OX)
and we welcome the arrival of evening, when we enjoy a cool s Kl é’ Z 5 5 B ta, 75 H
breeze blowing through our sleeves. Even the color of rice leaves % 2 L & Z Z N ¥ b N
bending in winds is beautiful. It is early autumn scenery that makes = jdf‘i % :\ % E)o ;f‘; T U
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her peaches. He speaks about Taoist sages and the Queen Mother of the West, 5 2 2— ‘{é [T x> 7
as well as about her peaches that give one eternal youth. He then reveals that < ° % + & N = &
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Old Man Recently, a blue bird with three legs has been flying above the il v o K {t =
palace. This bird is beloved by the Queen Mother of the West, the n & v & T 2
Taoist sage residing on Mount Kunlun. The Queen Mother of the N 3 T % b o
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West grows a peach tree that flowers and bears fruit only once
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Even after many years pass, their pleasures never come to an — \z
end. They use their supernatural powers to fly about freely, going i3 V i
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Old Man Before he became Buddha, when Shakyamuni was still a prince
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living in the kingdom of his birth, he placed himself in the service
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of a sage.

every three thousand years. She is planning to offer the peaches to % Yoz = A1 A H Es Az T w7
His Imperial Majesty. The blue bird flying over the palace is a sign D Wz D N |z - i = iz D " 95 F
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immeasurable. Therefore, she is a very auspicious sage. The
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peach trees growing in her garden flowers and bears fruit only
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once every three thousand years. The peach is an elixir of eternal
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Reciters  He collected nuts and brought water to offer buddhas, and after & U Vo
practicing such asceticism for many years, he at last attained ‘(: % ]b\ %% _/2
enlightenment and became the great perfectly-enlightened sage, I;; b 7 ° i
Buddha By the way, among the innumerable Taoist sages, the - % X L
Queen Mother of the West manifests herself as a temporary v '3: 7 T
transformation of Amida Buddha, the Buddha of Immeasurable 1z ES Z
Life, who resides in Amida’s Pure Land of Utmost Bliss in the & }; Z%)
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youth—a wondrous phenomenon, indeed.
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Tobosaku Komparu School Story

Old Man Now there is no need to further conceal my identity. I am indeed

Reciters  Tobosaku, whose name is renowned across this world. If the em-
peror eats her peaches, he will maintain his health and enjoy a long
life. I will quickly return to the palace, bringing with me the Queen
Mother of the West. So saying, he stands up and leaves through the
garden. Only his voice is left behind as he vanishes into thin air.

5. Narration by Taoist Sage (Interlude)

A Taoist sage appears and narrates the story up to this point. Then the Spirit of
the Peach appears and has the sage lick the top of its head.

6. Tobosaku Appears

Tobosaku appears again and goes to see the emperor, bringing with him the
Queen Mother of the West.

Tobosaku Iam indeed Tobosaku, who went to the enchanted land and spent
many years there. Now, the Queen Mother of the West, the Taoist
sage of Mount Kunlun is here, bringing peaches from a tree that
flowers and bears fruits only once every three thousand years. I
have already lived for nine thousand years as from time to time, I
eat one of these peaches. I promised to offer these peaches to the
emperor. Well, Queen Mother of the West, let’s make haste and go
to visit him.
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Tobdsaku Komparu School Story S
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7. Dance by Tobésaku and Queen Mother of the West
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The Queen Mother of the West offers her peaches to the emperor, and she

%
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and Tobosaku perform a dance together to court music. When the sun starts
to set, they bid farewell to the emperor, and the Queen Mother of the West
returns home, riding on a dragon.
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Reciters  What a wondrous sight! It looks like a group of white clouds is

\
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descending from the western sky and the three-legged blue bird
is flying alongside the clouds. The beautiful Queen Mother of
the West, wearing shimmering robes and a sparkling crown, has
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arrived here, riding on a beautiful dragon. How extraordinary that
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we can witness such an event.
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Queen Mother of the West 2
The Queen Mother of the West steps forward in the garden of the ’ %
palace,
S
Reciters  The Queen Mother of the West steps forward in the garden of the 7 = H =
palace, carrying the famous peaches, and respectfully presents IFi e
them to the emperor. The emperor is so deeply moved that he %
orders an unlimited number of songs to be played concurrently. <

These secret masterpieces of dance music are fascinating.
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[Gaku dance]
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Tobosaku Komparu School Story ]

Reciters  The time of performing dance music has come to an end. As the

E_E;.

sun is setting in the west, Tobosaku and the Queen Mother of the ) <
West bid farewell to the emperor and take leave of the palace. The 5 TS
emperor misses them and tells them to visit him again sometime. £3 é D
Having received this imperial order, they together depart the 2 Il
palace. The Queen Mother of the West elegantly rides her beauti- T\ %:_ Ijzﬁ
ful dragon and ascends on a distant path of clouds, returning to the T 2
heavens. 2 ° X
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Tobosaku

Synopsis

In China, during the Han dynasty, a blue bird with
three legs was seen flying around the Shoka Hall in the
palace of Emperor Wu.

When a master of divination analyzed this event
according to the principles of Ying-yang philosophy, he
determined it to be an auspicious omen for the emperor.
A court official reports this matter at the opening of this

play.

On the day of the Star Festival, when Emperor Wu
is hosting a party of musical entertainment, an old man,
accompanied by a young man, comes to the palace. The
old man announces that the appearance of the blue bird
is a sign that Xiwangmu, the Queen Mother of the West,
will come to see the emperor. The old man also speaks of
the peaches that make humans immortal — the medicinal
peach tree grown by the Queen Mother of the West that
only bears fruit once every three thousand years. He
then reveals that he is Tobosaku and disappears after
announcing that he will again visit the emperor, bringing
with him the Queen Mother of the West.

After a Taoist sage and the spirit of the peach make
their appearance, Tobosaku—who has already attained
the age of over 9,000 years old after eating peaches grown
by the Queen Mother of the West—comes to see the
emperor. Then, the Queen Mother of the West, riding a
dragon of beautiful hue, appears and respectfully presents
some peaches to the emperor. When the delighted
emperor has the musicians play music, Tobosaku and the
Queen Mother of the West perform a dance. As the sun
begins to set in the west, Tobosaku and the Queen Mother
of the West leave the palace and ascend into the heavens.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

According to legend, this Waki-noh (side noh) was
created by Komparu Zenpd, a grandson of Komparu
Zenchiku. Although the Kanze and Komparu schools
keep this piece in their current repertoires, it is rarely
performed. The theme of some Noh dramas reflects the
philosophy of Chinese Taoism and Seiébo (Xiwangmu,
the Queen Mother of the West) is a play similar in theme
to this one. This play, Tobésaku, incorporates the legend
of the Queen Mother of the West and Buddhist stories in
one drama and has a distinctly congratulatory atmosphere
that celebrates longevity.

This Waki-Noh piece is interesting in that it contains
many unusual features: the gaku dance performed
together by shite (the Taoist sage Tobdsaku, the lead
character) and tsure (the Queen Mother of the West,
accompanying character)*; the scene in which a Chinese
emperor — waki (supporting character) in this piece
— appears, in all his dignity, as music plays (shin-no-
raijo); and the scene in which ai plays a significant role.
Gorgeous costumes and the effective use of the stage prop
hikitate-omiya are some of the highlights of this drama,
which will fill the audience with blissful sensations.

* There is one set of stage directions in which the shite and
waki dance together only in the first instance and shite dances

alone for the rest of the performance.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scene
Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of scenes
Length

Kanze and Komparu schools

Waki Noh-mono

Komparu Zenpo

Kara-monogatari (Chinese stories), Legend of the Queen Mother of the West

Autumn

Shoka Hall in the palace in Xian, during the Western Han Dynasty, China

Ichijé-dai (a wooden frame covered with gorgeous cloth) at the seat of waki, hikitate-6miya
(a wooden frame with a roof, supported by four pillars at the corners).

Mae-shite Old Man

Nochi-shite  Tobosaku

Mae-tsure Local Man

Nochi-tsure  Queen Mother of the West (Xiwangmu)

Waki Emperor

Waki-tsure  Ministers of His Imperial Majesty (two)

Ai Court Official

Ai Spirit of the Peach

Ai Taoist Sage

Mae-shite Kojo

Nochi-shite Akujo (hanakobu-akujo, myéga-akujo, 6akujo, etc.)
Nochi-tsure Z6-onna, etc.

Ai (Spirit of the Peach) Usobuki, etc.

Ai (Taoist Sage) Kentoku or noborihige, hanabiki, etc.

Mae-shite J6-kami (wig for an old man’s character), shike-mizugoromo (a type of

knee-length kimono of middling quality), kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita
(thickly-woven kimono with small check patterns) or hakama in okuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.
Iro-hachimaki (a colored headband), shirotare (a type of wig made of white
hair), torikabuto (“bird helmet’, a gorgeous headpiece made of thick paper
and brocade, worn by actors performing a dance), awase-kariginu (a lined
long-sleeved kimono worn by male characters, especially gods and other
dignified characters), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly
worn by male characters), hangire (a type of hakama worn by strong
characters such as demon, gods, and warriors), koshi-obi and a Chinese fan.
Yore-mizugoromo (a long-sleeved garment with a transparent appearance,
worn by male and female characters of lesser standing), kitsuke /
muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the innermost
layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser standing), hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.
Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), kuro-tare (a black wig with hair
extending slightly below the shoulder), tengan (a crown for celestial beings
and court ladies), maiginu (wide-sleeved kimono for female gods) or choken
(an unlined, long-sleeved elegant garment worn by dancing female
characters), kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost
layer of the costume of a female character), hakama in 6kuchi-style (scarlet or
white), koshi-obi, and a fan. Holding a plate, upon which are placed peach
flowers and fruit.
Waki To-kanmuri (a type of crown worn by gods or Chinese emperors),
iro-hachimaki, awase-kariginu, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, and a Chinese fan.
Hora-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress worn by stately characters). Other
costume elements are the same as those of waki.
Ai (Court Official)
Kanjin-zukin (a type of headdress), sobatsugi (lined happi-style kimono with
no sleeves, worn by warriors or Chinese characters), kitsuke / atsuita,
kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama trousers by tucking the bottoms
up at the knee with strings), a pair of gaiters, koshi-obi, and a fan.
Ai (Spirit of the Peach)
Tonin-zukin (a type of headdress), sobatsugi, kitsuke / atsuita, kukuri-bakama,
a pair of gaiters, koshi-obi, and a fan.
Ai (Taoist Sage) Massha-zukin (a type of hood), kitsuke / atsuita, yore-mizugoromo,
kukuri-bakama, a pair of gaiters, koshi-obi, and a fan.

Nochi-shite

Mae-tsure

Nochi-tsure

Waki-tsure

Two
About 1 hour and 50 minutes
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