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jewel-like dewdrops on the moss, can I attain enlightenment, just
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Nomori (The Field Guard) Story %J( % — * E} ?
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*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different SJS‘I 1k
. [
schools. < D Iz A 7 % D 7)@
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1. Mountain Ascetic Appears 9 T fd T 9 5 CE
ok 2 7> >
A mountain ascetic who departed from Mount Haguro in Dewa Province h L Z é
travels to the village of Kasuga in Yamato Province. ﬁi% 7 7; 2 A 3
o p R I3 2
, , »oE 5 KR iy &
Mountain Ascetic H» H E il D =z
If I have devoted myself to Shugendo ascetic training (in the 3 B og D 2
mountains) so strenuously that my sleeves are soaked with the E b BN | =
& e El
% o

% ov O, ¥

as the Lotus Sutra's Parable of the Jewel in the Robe? I am a

oF
A
Te

yamabushi (mountain ascetic) / a visiting monkwho has come
from Mount Haguro in Dewa Province. Since I have never been
to / hope to undergo ascetic training at Mount Omine, the center
of Shugendo training, as well as the sacred mountain Kazuraki, I
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I will wait for someone to pass by so that I can ask about the
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am now hastening forth to the province of Yamato (where those VS ° 7
mountains are located). On this trip, while sleeping under the v 3 Z i}
stars in such places as Kashima Field where the god of Kasuga is T 5 D R
enshrined, I have travelled a long way. I am now used to sleeping A ) FX}: 7
late at night and waking up early in the morning, so I do not even ES é % %
think about sleeping with a roof overhead anymore. Just as the l:l/ P H © <
moon while I am laying down and looking up / in my mind’s eye 5 Iz L 7
sets in the west, I keep walking westward, the direction of Amida o H fﬁ] T °
Buddha’s paradise. Now I have arrived in Yamato Province. As [ % - ﬂ% i\
made haste, I have arrived in the village of Kasuga / town of Nara. H w17 71;
It seems this particular area is called Kasugano (Kasuga Field). % E% ]‘; f&
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Nomori (The Field Guard) Story

2. The Old Field Guard Appears

An old man appears on stage. He is the guard who oversees the fields of
Tobihino in Kasuga. He tells stories associated with Kasuga and describes its
beautiful scenery.

Field Guard
When the guard of the fields of Tobihino in Kasuga appears, the
time of harvesting young spring greens will soon be under way.
The old man you see before you is a field guard who has resided
in this Kasuga Field for many years and travel across the mountain
repeatedly as well as go to the village. What a blessing that Mount
Mikasa is peacefully covered in the rich colors of spring, bestowed
upon us by the bodhisattva of the shrine of the Kasuga Deity. In
autumn, the field is swept by brisk autumn winds as refreshing
as the teachings of the Hosso Sect (of Buddhism), reminding me
of the vow made by the gods and the buddhas to liberate living
beings. Spending the years going back and forth over the hills of
Kasuga / according to the wishes of the gods, I have grown old
and pray to / depend upon the grace of the gods whose dignity is
ever expanding. Kohfukuji Temple, here in Kasuga, is so highly
esteemed, its reputation has even reached China. In ancient times,
when Abe no Nakamaro was in China, he was reminiscing over
his homeland, Japan and composed this poem: “The moon I see, /
High above in the vast sky, / Is the same moon / That floats over /
Mount Mikasa in Kasuga” While Nakamaro was referring to the
moon he saw in Ming Prefecture, China, I am now looking at the
moon over the former capital city of Nara. What a peaceful view
on a day in spring.

3. The Mountain Ascetic Meets the Field Guard in Kasuga

The mountain ascetic meets the field guard and hears the story of the field

guard’s mirror.
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Ascetic  Excuse me old man, there is something I would like to ask you.

oI T A O ST rF O LE RO
HE

, | 5 o#® 0z oz &S W z » b =
Guard Are you talking to me? What would you like to ask me? 5 f_gi D n n Ay 5F 9 VAS 7 =
A~ 5k I z A N S & 5
Ascetic  Are you from this village? A fof)" ;) g § I8 fa) 1‘/;) 'ﬁ; [ D Iz
i SRS 7 5 z z W
, , ol E W 5F K P2 N D & 5
Guard Yes. I am the field guard here in Kasuga. o S oy o 032 oz L e o) < 5
& H D By 7 D »o® z i Kl L
Ascetic  Let me ask you a question / You must be familiar with the local ) 4 5F & < b 3 D D 75: 2
famous sights, as you are the field guard. There is a pond that L W% Oi)& l/)) L 1t % & N Z)
looks like it might have some story associated with it. Is that pond < *EF] i E 7 é: D5 H S ] =
famous? [What is the name of that pond? U g & g ) b B 2 L %’E &
Mo w3 &% »bf[ W OF B X
D 2 L 7% Z W F Y, = I
Guard  That is the famous pond called the Field Guard’s Mirror. ¥y T << )“ K 9 MG 752 1 gg
O L B % T T s
Ascetic  How interesting. Why is it called “the Field Guard’s Mirror?” ;C fi %) B j; %k 13: "13
) 5 7)) D N
Guard It is so called because the surface of its water reflects the image of ;g ‘(\\ ? % 7;)) Z?;
a field guard like myself day in and day out. However, it is also said %y L ¥ ° e
that the real Field Guard’s Mirror was actually a mirror that, in & 'f—f VA g &
ancient times, was in the possession of a spirit demon. (AEN0)) ‘O’C) D %’
b bY ﬁﬂ > oi
Ascetic  How fascinating. Why was a mirror owned by a spirit demon + bk) li = ;
called a field guard’s mirror? ° 3 3 Z, ﬁ;
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Guard In ancient times, a spirit demon resided in this field. In the day-
time, it transformed itself into / disguised itself as a human being 7 O K > = ﬁ% 1if] £ v WK jEjli
and protected this field and at night, it was a demon that stayed L a?k‘ D I D o Vil - g:)L fi % _
inside this mound. Since the mirror was in the possession of a lz: g 15';“ < 5) = g;ﬁ é? 5 ; f g 5.)
spirit demon who guarded the field, it is called the Field Guard’s 2 2 EE é}‘ b‘f & Iz =t il Vo B
Mirror. L O D) ° l%) VB D IF 9 Dz
7 ° b % =4 T fE
Ascetic ~ What an interesting legend. The mirror owned by the spirit vy O i L <
demon who lived in this field is called the field guard’s mirror, ?é) 2 2 i g Hg_& E T\ 5.) ;C
9 . 3
i i 2N 2 % D LI
Guard and the pond is also called the Field Guard’s Mirror because it wor oL 7 o < - ¥ W
reflects the image of a field guard. 3 N b N D %2 i T
Dz W 7K iy BoA P
Ascetic  The name is explained by both legends. i B OSF (A 0\:_ E T v
AN gy ¥ Vo g
“Fi Vs, i dth ¢ D5k K F A I L
Guard The name “Field Guard” is, in the past and the present, > D D < H Loz
© Tk A S R
Ascetic  unchanged. SN g - j; I R
Lox I c o
Guard Please come and take a look. 9 I 7 A
o )@ ‘g‘ 7
. X ok
Group Reciters 5 < °
Standing close to the edge of the pond, my old figure is reflected R o i <
in the water of the Field Guard’s Mirror. How pathetic I now look. 7 - '_;é: )
I miss how I used to look in the old days. No matter how much I RS D < H
. . . . . D N % - X
wish I could see myself young again, that is impossible. Speaking ) i} - Z
of when a field guard possessed the mirror, that is a story from < 32 o " :C
th , 1 . D o -
another era, long ago Ej 3’} 2 ;E 5
b
b % v A
B2 S
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4. The Field Guard Narrates Stories of the Old Days N} Et
il Ao l@E o2 2z wmas KD
The field guard tells the mountain ascetic about the Field Guard’s Mirror H:'tf—; > B 5 3 47 7”:0 o) e 3)0 ) F 5 Cx_\ %
described in an ancient poem and also talks about the old days. + T D E - H S < © D Z g El
AN L2 b B i ¥ #HEs o 3
Ascetic I have another question I would like to ask you. / Well, a field lé; 7%5 ?; i ;ﬁ /ix/)[] E’ I:?? ;; _ %)\ {E‘)I Hh ?z
b} Z s,
guard’s mirror is also described in the poem about “the mirror [ LS — 2 I F N n 5‘) 1 ;CEE
of the field guard who found the hawk.” Was that poem written ;‘; ES I F W 12 % 7K D 7 <
about this same pond? / Would you tell me the story associated b % K Koo 3 5 7z % D 7K s ¢
with the mirror in that poem? z < E o Z L gﬂ > D Iz )
F % X iz 5 = & 2 H i x 2
- > Vi od
Guard That's right. The poem was also written about the pond in this A 5F % L 37? ; S’: zc n 7 g g
field. Let me tell you the story. *} Dz é g b 5 2 L/; i ) G
< A ;
w o # »noo 20 < W S F 0
Ascetic  Yes, please recount the story for me in detail. 7 @g z K A T & " 2 < 2‘ Kl D)
o g8 o v C o 1 D
Guard Very well, I will tell you the story. A long time ago, when an 71? 715; ili( i o ? % 'y s =) j}
emperor was on a hunting expedition in this field, his hawk went A 72 D iz S < & D ? _6,;
missing. While His Majesty was looking for it, he met an old field g; H T R ? — 1 b ) % Vo
guard. When His Majesty asked the old man if he knew where- 'E‘)\ [N g I N KF ‘Of)‘ H S T
abouts of the missing hawk, the old man answered, “Yes, it is at < I K ) L;: D » ¥ 1 &' S0
the bottom of this pond” Of course, it is impossible that a hawk Ig ‘L;E lgji » o E!i b o ;d-;i L 8
would be under the water, at the bottom of a pond. So thinking, D X - L 1% ;‘; g g‘g n,n) J% e
the hunters flocked around the pond and sure enough, there at {?: z F T 4 L D < D )
the bottom of the pond, A A A 3'/‘:1 iz 7= < < B é
v T N B 7T 5F
Reciters  was a hawk with white spots on its feathers. When they look more ;?) 5 X é D s & [ < 032 06)
, L H OE » K F oz 7 VoG
closely, they saw that the water of the pond was reflecting the 3 .= > % o 7 Jast
i me $eo X X DL A
image of the hawk under a tree. The hawk was actually perched 5 S 2> K 7 JE v L ")
on a branch of the tree. This story is the source of the poem, “I < 3 Loz ° ;5_, - 3k H
want to get hold of / the Field Guard’s Mirror / that reflects the f; Jé /53 & J% ESE S L ¥ ;1)1
whereabouts of the hawk. / The mirror might tell me / Whether 2z @ IZ oD T W E3 n HZE;
inki , N B T v & % L % o
my love / Is thinking of me or not” That era was a truly noble- 7 &
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minded. Emperors frequently held hunting expeditions in Kasuga
Field and the field guard working in Tobihino, despite his lowly
status, was unexpectedly blessed with His Majesty’s manifestation
of kind consideration. Telling such stories of the old days brings
tears to my eyes.

5. The Field Guard Goes Inside the Mound
The mountain ascetic eagerly wishes to see the Field Guard’s Mirror, but the
field guard tells him that his wish will not be granted. Then, the field guard

goes inside the mound.

Ascetic ~ What an intriguing old story! That makes me want to see the

actual field guard’s mirror. Please, kindly show me the mirror.

Guard I never imagined you would make such a request. That mirror
belonged to a spirit demon. How could I show it to you?

Reciters  Though you say so, I would still like to know where the mirror is
now. In Kasuga Field,

Guard I am the guard of that field, so
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Reciters  why is the mirror 5 *® Z A
- H 2 Kk [ - z AR ¥
Guard  not with you? / hidden? L D E[l] & LT 1 10 5 Y b ) %
523 T 3 5 T R Wt < &
Reciters  You suspect me of having it? The mirror belonged to a spirit b & g i %i 2 2 HoA 5 7
demon. Were you to actually see it, you would be terrified by it. I 702 l‘: L s ;‘g ?5 é% % 0) E L’C
cannot show you the actual mirror. Look at the water of the pond, % Z N i & = 2 g D
the mirror that reflected the speckled white hawk. So saying, the Ho» Ej D El 2 5 VD
field guard goes inside the mound. 9 ° D ") A 5K r e b
D Z o D < D3 o /
o & n N s R
6. Dialogue Between the Villager and the Mountain Ascetic [Interlude] jg ‘jl): =) é%: Jk\ ;ﬁ j:il‘f) ;Ci:
LA b h A om0
A villager appears and narrates the legend associated with the Field Guard’s < B n A ICER RN D
Mirror. He implies that the old field guard is the spirit demon residing inside L o iy < < 3% iR
the mound and encourages the mountain ascetic to offer prayers there. % a'<é ‘]3): g lf; L & &
3
D h I = 7z }f l%
o M A Y
7. Mountain Ascetic Offers Prayers Y- ')O 1% Ho7
T W B VD
The mountain ascetic prays before the mound, hoping to see the field guard’s Vo D E ¢
mirror. 5 K V) ;E N
2% i e b
Ascetic  What a blessing this is. I have experienced such a rare, miraculous g)fj % % j\—( 7;:
event thanks to the merits of my ascetic training. I single- '(\: Z % X
mindedly pray before the mound where the spirit demon resided, z Z D o
empowered by my wish to see the mirror. If my supernatural ) & sk
powers, acquired by accumulating merits through years of ascetic ﬁE ?b\ ? B
training, are genuine, then please let a miracle happen and clearly %ﬁ % @% @ i
show me the spirit demon’s unclouded mirror. Namu Buddha, in 2 AT L 54 75/}
Whom I Take Refuge. ° D N éf ;‘
N i N
g R )
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8. The Spirit Demon Appears

In response to the mountain ascetic’s recitation of scripture, the demon

shows himself. His form and appearance are terrifying.

Demon

Reciters

Demon

Reciters

Ascetic

Demon

What a blessing are the sutras. They move heaven and earth and

can even make an impression upon the mind of a demon.
Stones, rivers, mountains, grasses, trees—

all things are able to attain buddhahood by the merit of the sutras.
Drawn out by the sutras’ merits,

the field guard’s mirror now appears, shining clearly, as clear as
the proverb: “a demon never strays from the path of justice”

How frightening. The fire in the demon’s eyes, reflected in the

mirror, burns so brightly that I cannot bear to look at its face.

If you are so afraid of me, I will leave and go back inside the
mound.
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Ascetic

Demon

Ascetic

Demon

Ascetic

Reciters

Demon, please wait a while. It is still the middle of the night, and
the bell is about to toll four o’clock.

The time is four o'clock in the morning. Frightening mirror of the
field guard,

I implore you, through the merits of the Buddha’s teachings, to
appear before me.

So praying,

I repeatedly rub together my prayer beads.

I spent a very long time, more than one thousand days, on moun-
tains higher than the clouds in order to train and accumulate
merits. Without a concern for my own life, I served the Buddha
by collecting nuts and toting water and devoted myself, without a
moment’s rest, to harsh ascetic training. First there was Kimkara;
second, Cetaka; third, the Dragon King of Kulika and then the

eight great Vajra-kumaras.

Ascetic / Reciters

To the east,

9. Every Quarter is Reflected in the Mirror

The mirror reflects all four quarters everywhere. After the demon shows, in

the mirror, conditions in the hells, it returns to the bottom of the abyss.
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Demon  The mirror also shows us Wisdom King Conqueror of the Three

Reciters It first shows us the conditions of the living beings in the hells,
becoming a pure crystal mirror, 24 meters across. In it, you can
clearly see that demons are tormenting and repeatedly beating
wrongdoers with iron rods, according to the degree of their

Planes, protector of the eastern quarter of the world. - 1.1.{3 - i i X = x J\ ¥ i
< BR OB KA El T i % bi) 7z i
Reciters  And when it shows us Wisdom King Dispenser of Heavenly ° N H lZ iﬁ F D e yob [ D
Nectar in the southern quarter, Wisdom King Defeater of Death i D3 iiﬁ ?ﬁk 7z % )C]{ o 53] l%
in the western quarter, and Wisdom King Devourer of Demons in 7% ?ﬁk léa N = B b 3 o
he north R ] Hy T ZAS 2 L
the northern quarter, L D % % < ﬁ o Eﬂﬂ
- A
W H i % e P = ot
Demon  every place in every quarter becomes clearly visible. 9 53 Iz JE 5 F] v b
=4 % e sl > % Z
Reciters  On the one hand, when the mirror reflects the heavenly realms, 2 B L I ¢ L 2
) Kl < IE A JE! 7]
. . . S — b, A h T Iz
Demon it shows us every place in the Threefold World, reaching up to the 7o i n x N e
highest point, the Summit of All Existence. ¢ \ 5e F [ )
A} T\
. ‘ . L = g
Reciters  On the other hand, when it reflects the earthly realms, 35 i j( .
£ N
s Lo D < B
Demon it first shows us the beings in the hells. fife sl &
*ﬁﬁ 'fal}n N
] U] %
1
]
D
A

transgressions. This crystal-clear mirror is indeed a treasure. Not

=

only does it show us that demons never stray from the path of
justice, it also shows us how wrongdoers are corrected for having
strayed from the Way. Now, I must return to hell. So saying, he
stomps down loudly upon the earth, rending the ground and
opening up a gash that takes him down to the abyss.
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Nomori (The Field Guard)
Synopsis

A yamabushi (Shugendd mountain ascetic), who has
devoted himself to austere spiritual training at Mount
Haguro in Dewa Province, is traveling to the mountains of
Omine and Kazuraki. On the way there, he arrives at the
village of Kasuga in Yamato Province. While he is waiting
for a passer-by to ask about local sightseeing spots, he
is approached by an old man who guards the fields in
Kasuga. When the mountain ascetic asks the old man
about a pond, he is told that it is called the Field Guard’s
Mirror. The old field guard explains that the Field Guard’s
Mirror reflects the image of a field guard but at the same
time, there was once such a mirror in the possession of a
spirit demon who resided in this field. The spirit demon
transformed himself into a human being who guarded this
field during the daytime and rested inside a mound in the
field at night. Furthermore, the mountain ascetic asks if
this pond is the same as the pond described in the poem
about the mirror of the field guard who found the hawk.
The old field guard provides an explanation about that as
well. The mountain ascetic asks the field guard to show
him the mirror, but the guard refuses his request, saying
that the field guard’s mirror is a terrifying object, formerly
in the possession of a spirit demon. Instead, he offers to
show him this mirror-like body of water and vanishes into
a mound.

After listening to the villager tell the story of the Field
Guard’s Mirror, the mountain ascetic offers prayers before
the mound into which the old man disappeared. Then, the
spirit demon appears, holding the mirror in his hand. The
spirit demon uses the mirror to show the mountain ascetic
all four quarters of every region from the heavens above to
the hells below. Finally, the spirit demon stomps his feet
down on the ground, rending a gash in the surface of the
earth through which he returns to the abyss.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

According to legend, Zeami wrote this play after
being inspired by this Japanese poem: “I want to get
hold of / The Field Guard’s Mirror / That reflects the
whereabouts of the hawk. / The mirror might tell me /
Whether my love / Is thinking of me or not.” This poem is
found in Shin Kokin Waka-shiz (New Collection of Poems
Ancient and Modern) and other books of poetics.

The first half of the play skillfully incorporates into
the storyline the legend and ancient accounts of the
field guard’s mirror. The old man’s narration is replete
with refined sentiments, such as in the scene where he
compares the pond to a magic mirror that can reflect
everything everywhere. A spirit demon appears in the
second half of this drama. Zeami divided actors’ demon
roles into two categories: saidofi (“delicately moving
style”) and rikidofi (“forcefully moving style”)” The
“delicately-moving” demons are embodiments of human
obsessions or transformations of vengeful spirits of the
dead. The “forcefully moving” demons are representations
of forces of nature—completely natural entities. Zeami
viewed the roles of forcefully moving demons less than
favorably. Although the demon in this play is of the
forcefully moving type, he is portrayed so ingeniously that
the audience will find his character engaging.

While the elegant narrative of the old man in the
first half of the play and the vigorous dance of the spirit
demon in the second half present a strong contrast, this
drama brings them together and develops the story with
consistently skillful artistry.
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Schools All five

Category The fifth group Noh

Author Zeami

Subject Shin Kokin Waka-shi (New Collection of Poems Ancient and Modern),
Mumyo-shé (Untitled Selections), Shochi-shé (A Selection of Poems
Found Inside the Sleeves), Ogi-shé (The Inner Principles of Poetry) etc.

Season Spring

Scene Village of Kasuga, Yamato Province

Tsukurimono A mound placed in front of the hand drum players

Characters Mae-shite Old Field Guard

Nochi-shite  Spirit Demon

Waki Yamabushi (Mountain Ascetic)

Ai Villager

Masks Mae-shite Sanké-jo, Asakura-jo, Warai-jo, etc.
Nochi-shite  Ko-beshimi
Costumes Mae-shite J6-kami (wig for old man’s character), mizugoromo (a type
of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / muji-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono without a pattern) or kogéshi-
atsuita (a type of short-sleeved thickly-woven kimono with
small check patterns), koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and a cane.

Nochi-shite  Iro-hachimaki (colored headband), akagashira (long red
wig), to-kanmuri (a type of crown worn by gods or Chinese
emperors) or wakanmuri (a type of headdress worn
primarily by male gods), awase-happi (lined happi-style
kimono), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono
usually worn by male characters), hangire (a type of
hakama-style trousers worn by powerful characters such
as demons, gods, and warriors), koshi-obi, and a fan.
Holding a mirror.

Waki Tokin (a headdress worn by a mountain ascetic or a tengu
[long-nosed goblin]), suzukake (bobbles for the outer robe
of a mountain ascetic), mizugoromo, kitsuke / 6koshi-
atsuita (a type of short-sleeved thickly-woven kimono with
large check patterns), hakama in okuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi, small sword, a fan, and prayer beads.

Ai Kyogen-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono for
kydgen-kata), kitsuke / shima-noshime (short-sleeved
kimono with stripes), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Number of Scenes Two
Length About 1 hour 15 minutes

https:// Wwww.the-mnoh.com
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