So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story

*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different

schools.
1. Otomo no Kuronushi Sneaks into Komachi’s House

The day before a poetry-writing contest is to be held at the imperial palace,
Otomo no Kuronushi sneaks into the house of his competitor, Ono no
Komachi, and secretly listens to the poem she has composed to submit in the
following day’s contest.

Otomo no Kuronushi
I am Otomo no Kuronushi. I have been invited to participate in
a poetry-writing contest” tomorrow at the imperial palace. It has
been decided that I will compete against Ono no Komachi. She is
an extraordinary poetry master, and I am not at all confident that
I can defeat her. Today, she must be reciting her poem in prepara-
tion for tomorrow’s competition, so I will sneak into her house

and listen to what she is preparing.

Ono no Komachi
When you trace the origins of Japanese poetry, you find that they
go back to Prince Shotoku—who became a bodhisattva of great
compassion by saving living beings from their suffering—compos-
ing a poem at Mount Kataoka that spread among the people.

Now, there is a poetry-writing contest tomorrow at the impe-

rial palace. It has been decided that I will be matched against
Kuronushi in the competition, and I have been given the subject
of “grasses by the water” for my poem. / Now, there is a poetry-
writing contest tomorrow at the imperial palace. Since my partner
in the competition is determined to be Kuronushi, I will try to
compose my poem for the contest. “Grasses by the water” was
assigned as the subject of my poem.
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Grasses by the water is such an interesting subject. Well, a poem )“\' Hg]‘ % % n é\\ 5_) i;' i J
. > N S
has come to my mind. 2 Nz 7% 0 g 73) 2),4
S ﬁ% ﬁ % I (C ;E & f =N
“No one has planted them, / So from what seed have they grown Jil 1'/'3 L F‘gﬁ m_]- %j: 5 CC\ N é
so lushly, / These grasses floating between the waves? 2 lj 3 % n T+ - {Ej S
’? if 3‘3% 7c ) < i< D %
I am going to write down this poem on a strip of paper. s 5 E H - ga) g‘ %)): il -
i joyed b bles. Participants m Iz %}F( 3\—:‘ w B 3) 9: % E
* Poetry-writing Contest: A form of refined entertainment en{oye };n(::her -in composing - E o Gi\ s 30,,2 é—_ W < E[
were parted to the right and the left and pairs competed against each o ? : o lj\] B =t E%\ & %)k g }, .
poems. . VD ﬁ %} Bg ?3( W 1z E ﬁ:']
Bzl 4 S S N S
<O X iR Jit M z 4 % S <
7 oz 2 5 2 ° Z s EA
WU > 8 5 23
[Interlude] ‘t L < 3— = ) O) ;
woz B %z z 3 _
/i'é:\ & % ﬁ_ﬁ [ m —
. ; i > P) < D
2. Kuronushi Devises His Plot to Win Against Komachi L\ i “(\ % 5 ?
i, so he returns home and asks % %’O ﬁﬁ 2 g@z 5
Kuronushi is done eavesdropping on Komachi, so he r ‘ i % & %
. . The attendant gives an irrel- g H & 6} 7
his attendant about the meaning of her poem ies D o C %) % ik
evant answer, so Kuronushi explains what the poem means. He then Copled : E:E 27 % z i);
’ oa ohi i Ten Thousan \ Iz P
Y ; f Man’yo-sha (Collection of Bz ) z
Komachi’s poem into a volume o ‘ rived b
Leaves), determined to make it appear as though Komachi had plaglar}lze % Z ;JB A 6N
the poem from the ancient anthology. He then exits the ‘stage. In turn his 2 o b % ¥
attendant enters the stage, delivers a monologue, and exits. > % ﬁ:ﬁ . L
A Z : it:
o
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story t% é\l‘i J:% B % % § Z: /_lé_[’ E
% / e % / e 3 . D E -
3. The Poetry-writing Contest Starts at Seiryo Hall = & = ® 4 g A O) B
' & L N
hoE B Z g e oy 2 R
The poetry-writing contest starts at the Seiryo Hall in the imperial palace. i T < D 3). e 23 Lél,] < L KR <
After the emperor and famous poets are seated, Ki no Tsurayuki recites aloud M % ° B L | . = I = /G (1))
a poem attributed to Kakinomoto no Hitomaro, and everyone in attendance D . S it 12 T H v é }1 >R % VC\ m
waits for a word from the emperor. E‘i H U ,0) ik A @ > 70 1l / SN ﬁ
— ' ' ' . : + & Hif z —~ 3 =% D e
Kuronushi, Ki no Tsurayuki, Tsure (bit players) / Komachi, Tsurayuki, Tsure (bit e L 1z %/_( fili NS %ljv\ . 4 +
players), Kuronushi / Komachi, Emperor, Tsurayuki, Tsure (bit players), Kuronushi Hj‘\ < E D f N 5 /J/\ I/—j\ —; %}/K C]: z
This party is a poetry-writing contest in this auspicious reign. % A DI (5] i IOE T ;C‘:f %
For this poetry-writing contest in this auspicious reign, we shall & FL BN it EI/ & E & Ii '(‘771( El
compose splendid poems and receive blessings from the emperor. w m A %f\ X E Z < N 73;
2 N % ) PR fie 7o i I
7- 1 k E39 A X v v R — %
Tsurayuki, Tsure (bit players) / Tsure (bit players) / Komachi, Tsurayuki, Tsure (bit E AIE ) i) - n L fﬁ] . |E| %
players), Kuronushi 2 . N 2 5 1 2 B R i T e
N kY /)
It is now the middle of the fourth month. This contest is being < i = 3) %E 1/@ ES D/ ?)j: Gits
N N I /\ . T
held at the Seiryo Hall in the imperial palace and looks like it will /,Z‘ E% A S = %A)S Q}} il %j?:
be extremely lively. N h < e = w L -
D b iz & % C
i 1 h ‘B fr »
Tsurayuki When I hold up the portraits of Kakinomoto no Hitomaro and L ey N ; 2
Yamabe no Akahito, VC\ % ES s - 7::0 4’%
B 5 ¥ :
Z S L -
Tsure (bit players) D bf’j’ Cé L ~ Z:
the participating poets take out their poems written on slips of &1 g i? %}\:' ﬁé e
&3 H
paper, and place them in front of these portraits. R - P n .
- S - A
v 2 7> K= N
Tsurayuki / Tsure (bit players) ?lj A 7% A JE
Now, the people lined up before the emperor I%E % - j/g
i i < < 2 7
Tsure (bit players) / Tsurayuki D » il %
are headed up by Ono no Komachi, Oshikéchi no Mitsune, Ki no < D HO N
Tsurayuki, ? f‘:o & il
S % =
Tsurayuki / Tsure (bit players)
Uemon-no-jo, and Mibu no Tadamine.
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story /J\ ?‘% 1 # % /I:'i E\% é‘[\i
My % 3 v el
12 E‘,&/ %/ 57
Lj: = lJ\ Rw Ry _%
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) ] EN - -
Tsure (bit players) / Tsurayuki BmIC D < W OB B 7 W c ; B H %
They are seated to the left and the right AN = oo oz Z £ A %) 4 5
: £ Bl o AL - 22 % i@
Tsurayuki / Tsure (bit players) 75? ,,02, =" RO R R D i% ° i Jr
e W oo F LM ? WA
and already, E A & W - " 2!; L W -
all e ) >*Zz bhow P Eid % Iz
il Gk & AR RN T =X 20 4y
Tsurayuki / Tsure (bit players) Q F iz oA > ZE pa o8
they have started to write poems. % Jd: ol %)J O\) Zz b g,/%i e % 3%1,
IIY ~
N L L D D <
b} NS \
Tsurayuki “At dawn, / A boat sails through the mist in Akashi Bay. / The way T 0%) N ,}E % H%\ R T gﬁ‘ 7D M
. . . . ) . - = (Sl ¥ H N H
it slowly disappears / Behind a distant island / Is quite pleasing’ X : > 5 g b n &= N
5 x 8 -
} n ﬁ . T IR A %ol
Group Reciters L = Vo5 G -% % D lll%
Truly, the sight of a boat disappearing behind an island as well as é— e 7’;\ B Q = Z% ViR
that of the setting moon, truly, the sight of a boat disappearing 1x % - ;1 ﬁ;; 'IEH t =4 <
4{ ~
behind an island as well as the hazy moon setting behind an /N8 3 D g %‘r fj'\: " {CL n
island... the picturesque view of Awaji Island is truly tasteful. i 3 iR il < O ) W H ?)
= S - 5
Speaking of Awaji Island, at the dawn of our country, the god Iz Cl 7 v oL A \
) ) : . 5 2 ; s % A
Izanagi and goddess Izanami were the first to enjoy themselves by =% A &3 2 fft w2 { %
speaking poems. The poetic tradition they initiated became a way ';"‘)‘ F 2 ° Z?[: b {:l\\ A L
of softening our hearts. Master poets are now seated together at H & ;C) Z K O) 03 _? Zz
the imperial palace, waiting for a word from the emperor, waiting 2 I . %% s 7’;0 % w B
\-O ] 5 " - < vg)
for a word from the emperor. ]E,! é g i Ejé g/%i 7
ESNE
% % F b T T
4. When the Emperor Praises Komachi’s Poem, Kuronushi Accuses VR o 2w w e
i 5 Loz % o
Her of Plagiarism 1E S A N N
72 i?) T\ Ci k Tﬁ
. o T é\/ ﬁﬁ H Iz D
The emperor orders Tsurayuki to read Komachi’s poem aloud. Impressed + Y F KD i HA
with it, he praises her poem, but then her competitor, Kuronushi starts %E‘ Z o D B, f"j F
accusing her of plagiarizing her work. Although Komachi denies Kuronushi’s 2 R < e lﬁ?ﬁ
accusation, he presents a book as proof, and the other participants start ° L 25 & S

looking at her suspiciously.
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Emperor Hello, Tsurayuki. /N e | B 2 i Tl £
B & fiF L o) Hij &

Tsurayuki I am at your command, Your Imperial Majesty. '_T : ‘% ; ?I): gé i;;
Emperor To start with, Komachi has been matched against Kuronushi. Read % 7;: g /J: g é
Komachi’s poem first. ES Vo L i} + 'é

) f:O O) ’ lO

>
o

Tsurayuki Certainly.
The subject is grasses by the water. “No one has planted them, / So
from what seed have they grown so lushly, / These grasses floating

B T4

between the waves?”

A BREHES T
[ oSt ER

\
7

LA SRRSO

Emperor Fascinating! No poem could exceed this one. Everyone, read this

[SSAEHHE | ] FCHISHWNCS

0%

poem aloud.

[oAHmHE | ] T v En

Tsurayuki Yes, we will. [a few schools include this phrase]

o ok S
eI SUMTOCNTFALRI (AN T TE

Kuronushi Just a moment, please. This is an old poem.

| o<
/D}S o v

b=t
=

Emperor What is that? Are you saying that this poem was written a long
time ago? [a few schools include this phrase]

s ST A AR

~
Pz

(1

Kuronushi Yes. [a few schools include this phrase]

T kS

Emperor Komachi, why did you submit an existing poem?

o

SLTVOGRC I IF W OESMEATBITTASFTHE LAMOEF
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Soshi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story %]\, % g]\, i /%‘%].]\_
Komachi Iam ashamed to hear you say such a thing. I do not know about

the ancient period of the gods, bu‘t ever since Pr%ncess ?f)to ori i % > ke 5:.\ i E F 0 B x5 % - H;l\)

expressed concern about the decline of the poetic tradition and D 9 D f T < ¥ - \ i e l,)) Jfél 7

appeared as the goddess of poetry in Waka-no-ura (Poetry Bay), % 3] 5 IZ = & T8 L » ) Z ’Ef >

she has been enshrined at Tamatsushima Myojin and everyone Al A ‘ Z 2 B ﬁi F A *® D D ;— L

has enjoyed poetry. Why, then, did you claim that this poem was i% ﬂi\ b DR R = . ‘Z) %ﬁ‘:{ & \%/K Lo\ 3

) o : YA CINE 2OE R [ ] £ T HE K B

composed in an ancient time? Did you find it in one of the impe- < b 7 =z NI =N £ h L & I =
rial poetic anthologies, such as the Kokin Waka-sha (Collection of X 7z B 9 S Hk 3 ~ < ok Mg %

Japanese Poems of Ancient and Modern) or Man'yo-shi? Or was 9 7 Iz T »h N F 3 il Z b 9 A b T
it taken from a family anthology? Who is the author? Please tell & ﬁ ﬁ L 5 % = s ) » T ﬂ:} :

me more details. L wH wk & DT i U & it % i N S

> S #ﬁ < %k

<o Eo a4 E o 0 4 Ko

i im wi . v N L " = ¥+ N0 T 9 & F
Kuronushi As you say, I cannot make such a claim without clear evidence. 2 AL S i]: y 'y g o L 5 (@ +
The book in which this poem is compiled is Man’yo-sha. The RPN D H 9D D ° I3 oD r 1 oz Iz °

season is summer, and the subject is grasses by the water, but the S K b D 5 fH 2] FH 5 *f bl

M/ ° . » S,

author is unknown. I therefore do not know who wrote it. L Q é| Z 5 {_b\  H 7172 E ok L K

¥ A E E NN & C D D D

LR EK 2w b o % e 5

Komachi Although Man'yo-shu includes over seven thousand / four thou- A 2 3@ 7 W i@ 2] ¥ EE I B

N H] )

sand and three hundred poems that were compiled by Tachibana e 5| 9 fif 1z HEJ 2 n 3 B 45 D A

no Moroe at the time of Emperor Heizei, I know every single one L ) E » % ? 54 E D 3/7: )

of those poems. Are there different versions of Man'y6-sha? Your :C 7§ bin 7> H % 13 A % b W X ES

story sounds ridiculous. ;L > ?/L %./C 5—_ 0%‘ = 5—) %’- 0%)) % bE S E

- Z Z ] >

EER e b < A “ox ‘3““6‘%?7\5%753‘

Kuronushi You are certainly right, but you are following the style of Princess i 5 > L ° % < 3 » L P N
Soto'ori, who wrote touching, gentle poems. So, it is natural that g A < T 3y N %5 1z ° x T 1K

have you plagiarized an old poem in order to win this contest. S Jﬁj%. _.: j; | 2 < 9 = it G|

g i = Ok <L b b oy

N o N

Komachi Well, I remember that you are following the style of Sarumaru h §) n g ;5)( N LJ:\ I{ n n gb%/i
Day, so you must be using the cunning of the monkey (“saru” ¥ D BE\ 7}'? I3 25 g 2 fl, %__ S ‘;E

in your name to try to ruin my reputation. My poem could never X ﬁ ¢ w B AT %E' 7)) '[;Té D

have been copied from an old poem. A{, g VAS 9 BiE A 7 L b 13 7 BE

= v BOH 7SI IS 7 T A

< i 7 I 5 & By % 3
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book)

Kuronushi

Komachi

Kuronushi

Komachi

Kuronushi

Komachi

Reciters

Someone said that 'm like a mountain man resting under the
cherry blossoms...

I am not such a terrible person. How could I possibly even think
of stealing someone else’s poem?

If you made a mistake by not checking your words carefully, that
would be like the case of Fujiwara no Shunzei writing the wrong
word for Narusawa in a poem about Mount Fuji (he mistakenly
wrote “narusa” instead of “Narusawa”). It is possible that we
sometimes make such a mistake of transcription or accidentally use
the same phrases found in the eight imperial poetry anthologies.

Cases of making such a mistake in transcribing the words,
in the past and present,
perhaps do exist.

But this is very strange. Has it ever happened, from ancient times
down to the present, that all thirty-one syllables comprising a
waka poem accidentally match those of an old poem? If this poem
is indeed exactly the same as the one in Man'yd-sha, that would
truly be a mystery of poetry.

Then, show us the evidence, said the emperor. As the imperial
order has been repeatedly given, Kuronushi opens the volume
of Man'y6-shu. The theme of the first section is spring, and the
subject is the first day of the spring. However, the poem in ques-
tion is not included there. The section of flower poems ends.

Story
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story

Then the section of summer poems begins. When the subject of
floating grasses appears, Kuronushi claims that Komachi’s poem
is included there and holds the book up to read it aloud. Even the
other poets, who have been sitting by and watching the incident
unfold, start to feel bitter and cannot help but place their hands
on their hearts. There is no need to say how Komachi feels; her
heart beats fast with enormous anxiety.

Tsurayuki If this truly has been plagiarized from an old poem, what Komachi
did is extremely shameful. However, if this is not an old poem, it
means that Kuronushi has set a trap for Komachi and this is also
an extremely shameful deed. Here is the poem from Man'yo-sha
that Kuronushi submitted as evidence. The other is Komachi’s
poem. Let’s read them aloud together to compare. [a few schools
include this phrase]

Tsurayuki / Kuronushi
“No one has planted them, / So from what seed have they grown
so lushly, / These grasses floating between the waves?” [a few
schools include this phrase]

Kuronushi Look. It must be same as the old poem. [a few schools include this
phrase]

5. Komachi Finds Something Unnatural on the Page of the Book

Being exposed to suspicious looks from the other participants makes
Komachi feel very uneasy. However, when she closely examines the page of
the book, she finds that, regarding the poem in question, the color of the ink
is not natural. She requests that Tsurayuki allow her to wash the page of the
book, but Tsurayuki shows hesitance.

BERIN—F LT A b thagg-cm‘n

i Z i R 8 =
£ 5 =7 -
™~ D NN 2
R S +
n i+ H & S % wH w2 L oo T
5 F I 5 > 2 B 2O RN
X HL { Ay H % 5 % b
B 5 ()] 72 < REO N> Gl /N T 5 2 0
n X = & I o SN I G
L ¥ woofl Gk E B & koS i C
v i 7z A D E 1 2 & X
Low x Z il T E I 5 5 T how
o= nor AR L I
S5 7 1 - & L T H
WwoF ) 7 2L & D TR
- n o, i E 0k oy O S
° 70 5 T LA DT N P LTS e
/N > g}i 02 E;ng)&: & gﬁi NN
~ JIL oy
NS o BERESE Lo
L T @O 5 &b TTbHF
& el | | Doz b ¥
;"f,ﬁd\ Y, 9 5 v C P ook
i BT N 3y B
< . N P R
< b = 0 IR { %= W
2 g % DL v L o
e mo B "o o M E
PR s 5 b oL T F Z
2:_”. H A{) E%T\ \f‘:%
H O n o & D b ¥ °
< I - £ Lo
Iz il iz O T Blo®
X il z % — £ L E
L < f el b N T
H:llck 5 on H]]b)\
% < b z'f')l% 3 2 ¥
» R 255 N
7 ’CEVG\ [ I e
L SR 2 D G

-8 - http://vwvww.the-noh.com



&
il

\
L

=
R
H=

So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story

Komachi Woe is me. The great patron of the way of poetry, Kakinomoto no
Hitomaro, must have abandoned me. Woe is me.

Nz & R N Y - M z Z H b
S Iz T My h wox (1 (|3
I have been accused of plagiarizing an old poem, and the Minister X W b b I e 7 & T O O IR
of the Left and the Minister of the Right, as well as the ladies who i » é % i 5&. o ;: % L &
attend to consorts, are all staring at me. I feel as though I not in lé‘ CS 70 ; 7]‘?/) Eg ;C) 5‘) g % bi, \}/)
. cL . . - = Al
the real world, but seeing a dream within a dream. I am quite ,(\ %)\ ;) b)@) i fi 5 O P -
upset. 3 A ) - ’C‘\ & &
¥+ R b g
Now, I pick up the book in question. Then I see that the alignment Z % S S & o I 2 b ?]rlﬁ\'
of the said poem is not right, and the color of the ink is also dif- ?_: z L v i< é b L: jﬂ: i
ferent from other poems. This must mean that Kuronushi secretly L ¢ = ¥ S on g B I x
listened to the p(?efn I r_ef:ited alone ‘an(.i copied it onto this page of I 5 N > ;‘(E}Iﬁ, e o *ﬂ\
a volume of Man'yo-shu in order to insist, before the emperor, that % g 1=} 5 % A A 5 D
I stole an old poem. [a few schools include this phrase] & 53\ AVA . j; <3 7z ‘1: N fiti
ok < oo fmee DK A
Because I feel so much shame, I would like to wash the page of this ?é)\ L\ % 7K ':‘ 2 Z E\ J—‘P\ %
book in clear, pure water. fig £ ;Fb— 7’& 5‘) e /: ﬂ_% z e
T % T A4 H A AT A7) FA
Tsurayuki Although Komachi says so, if her guess is not correct, she will only & Nca VA A iwm T D L 1z %
heap shame upon shame. ZAS IS 7 Vci £ W il < i B
N ;; n - Iz e A D E\
iR - H] A
Komachi Anyway, the more I think about this, the grimmer and sorrier I E 't N D % E'_;Z( ?g /?b\ )0%'5’ i TT':'
feel. X F 3] ? AR TE z et
5 i3 X » n £ T E AN
Reciters  Standing up in tears, I return to my seat before the burning eyes of X - ") Vi </ 5 7 1)
the people. I feel so embarrassed. 3/1: 2 J:\ B E; M X 7% 5 S
\ !, U 5 SO PO Y L
Y D 1 w0 E3
5 I YR A >
7> o B0 U iy :
IR I F I ES &
Z AN o iz B h b
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story

Tsurayuki

Emperor

Tsurayuki

6. Komachi Rinses the Page of the Book and Clears Away the Accusation

Tsurayuki decides to accept Komachi’s request and asks the emperor about
it. Having received the emperor’s permission, Komachi rinses the page of the
book in water. Then, while all the other poems remain on the page, only the
poem of the floating grasses is washed off and completely disappears.

Wait a moment, Komachi. I will ask His Imperial Majesty about

your request.

Excuse me, Your Imperial Majesty. Komachi has closely examined
this page of the volume of Man’yd-sha and found that the said
poem is not well aligned with other poems and the color of its ink
is different. She therefore would like to wash the page of the book.
That is her request.

What Komachi claims is certainly true. [a few schools include this
phrase] Then, tell her to try washing it.

Yes, Your Imperial Majesty, I will.
Komachi, this is an imperial order. Wash the page of the book

immediately. / His Imperial Majesty orders you to wash the page
of the book.

Tsure (bit players)

Then, people attending the emperor pour water into a golden
pitcher and place a silver basin before the emperor. / Then, people
attending the emperor pour water into a golden pitcher and bring
out a silver basin and pass it to Komachi.
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story g]\_ i /é]\' i /%‘%].]\.
Komachi Upon graciously receiving His Imperial Majesty’s permission, my
tears of delight drop like pearls. I tuck my sleeves up to the shoul- i n e N A Tk K . Vo <
der with a string and at last try washing the page of the book. e cjf\ O) D &) D D ji; % X D 7N
o C®m & oo Lo 5 vos W
Just as the waves wash over the salty seaweed in Wakano-ura @“ EEE g ff f{ H @ et _jli % F‘F
(Poetry Bay), just as the waves wash over the salty seaweed in %) I3 = N %)% %)z 1l % ? % Yf
Wakano-ura, let me wash the page of this book. = b % i 1z . JEi B W -~
P D % 5 T A ’
Washed at the shore of the Milky Way are ] 5 7 (@ Iz Ve W 235 z
W AN I & - N 7
Reciters  the robes of the Cowherd (Altair) and the Weaver Girl (Vega), EE bi B ;‘2 ; gg ?516 %:_ ;(‘5“
N =]
who are reunited every year on the seventh day of the seventh B SHA P B {3'{ 13 3: 2 L
month. 15 7 : 3 ° <
% T 5 72 % Iz <
Komachi Sleeves in the hue of flowers, 1 i AN é t': A 07:%
e EB V A &% Al i
Reci A 25 D I e B
eciters  after they have been washed, have the scent of plums. ) H < o = L
7z A ESS D %
Wings of wild geese represent letters, however, we cannot wash D we N ° b 2
them as they do not leave traces. / we do not know what the c 2 ji= :CP
letters mean unless we trace the path of the geese in flight. The ’EF 7 ZAS H {g'
hermit Xu You washed his ears in the Ying River g v i E 2
4 S/ 23 75
Komachi in order to purify them of the contamination of hearing a filthy % it Y >
worldly matter (A Chinese legend). 163 9 1
fr & %
< Y <
N Z L
) z <
i D B
0 i b
% I 5
v % .
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Soshi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) / Sashi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of aBook)  Story g} ﬂ/ﬂ ’é]\ ﬂ/ij' ’éj\ ﬂ/ﬂ i QU\ o %\ o
/ I\ / N / I\
# HT H i} Ht i)
Reciters  Old moss, growing for many years like a long beard, was washed
% i 3l B R oy & % 15 JII i
Komachi by a pool of water that formed after the thin river ice melted. D % D # 1% D Hy D D JE D
Vi = X ~ i i IS K i Iz &
Reciters  When we wash the poems of spring, we thaw the mist that has K ﬁa ? ;ﬁ 0;2 D 2 }2 % G Y,
frozen on our sleeves. }@ = 03 / s X ES {2’6 Vi % 7%
o D il 1A n e ¢ Z > 78 iE
| | | 2o onoo®w o» w & E T ok &
Komachi When we wash the poems of winter, wash the poems of winter, IS < T Li_ iR Z 2 N N D 7
I X i 3 h. Iz 7R % i fig B
Reciters  We feel the cold on our sleeves. Let’s sweep the frost off the %‘?} A Z—\ b - . ,,0) ? bj; jé?
feathers of waterfowl, who must be freezing in the cold. Let’s ;’Q ﬁi’ %}Z}l\ :E‘;‘ %{ g E;K E% 7}2 {iﬁ
sweep the frost off their feather. )<< 2’; ~ B Q\P g2 o ) ° 7
X A T | %)
Reciters / Komachi - . "O) il D é &ji %;:J Ci\
Because it is a love poem, the ink of the letters spelling “memento I i ¥ ﬂ/l: L ) fie
of a clandestine love” disappear. D % Vod = 6?} @%( 7%)
Komachi / Reciters § i =1 A I °
Tears pour down onto our sleeves, upsetting the memento of a W, LL;\ 3 EE Z;
secret love and the memento of something I want to forget. <o ) il D
& 1 il
Reciters / Komachi ’ Z)o ;i
In poems about Buddhism, b
5\
Komachi / Reciters
the letters spelling “lotus” are blurred and disappear. %
Reciters / Komachi %é
In poems about Shinto deities, the sacred song, “Sakakiba,” comes %
to mind. BTN
B
Komachi / Reciters ?o
Sleeves wet with tears dry before the fire that burns in front of the
gods at the time of the sacred dance.
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story i%j g-g O) /L‘\: t i i; g} i‘/['l_:"
g‘; b= ;:'g‘ < I J/ I
. ‘ & w B < 2 i) 4 i
Reciters / Komachi H z2 H & e
Wet and washed by the drizzle QW o M % D o - E X fE & N I
¢ 2T g w I SO SO o S KN
Komachi / Reciters %9 03 1z ) B 4 o ¥ oD Q D I
Was a brocade of crimson leaves. b\ 7;) Z LE g} %— H:,: ;i_,) % :C) %\ ﬁ% ﬁ
Reciters / Komachi g} s % ib L é':é: 0:\ 02 M i 2 T
SN = k % oy % z 7
At Sumiyoshi Do 6\ bi\ L g o X N s W ° o)
% 5 . IS S ) 1
Reciters At Sumiyoshi, white waves traveling toward the shore wash the % 9 %'_, E m SO L n LL: D
old pine trees. Just like the waves, I shall quickly pour the water v ; IH'-: o iin) EE‘ (O 4 H—j Ci\
. C . . B [6) j‘ Ay {$ & ﬁL ~Z
and wash the page of the book. When I wash it well and pick it L 1 3 h B 5 1 . &
up, how strange! Miraculously, while various authors’ names, 77| B b 7 & Yoz 2 X
subjects and their poems were not blurred at all, only the poem (" H 32 ® ;E AN 5 2 Z ¢
of the floating grasses has completely disappeared, just because it % =5 ° , X z j‘[\t '?j & 7 %
had been written later on. How grateful I feel. How grateful I feel. % jdg ﬂﬁi %] = ‘{é ;i Z El
This must be due to the compassion of the gods of poetry: Izumo, N . % ’Z 7 L )3
o . . . . L Bz A T ¢ D
Sumiyoshi, Tamatsushima, Hitomaru, and Akahito. After offering 1 ¢ B &= D L ~ 7‘71 e
prayers to those gods for a while, Komachi gladly presents the 57 ¥ 2 H > H o 7~ o)
book to the emperor. ? 3 O L H o 7 ?; Iz
Lo X Bt 3p B
2 gic 9 /AN ﬁg‘ &
7. Emperor and Komachi Forgive Kuronushi, and Komachi Performs a ° fc) ﬂ(ﬂ;— %:_ j‘\ jfé % e ;
Dance of Celebration F‘J@ Y3 W v 7 L 7J(
i< A C S VAN
As his wicked plot to entrap Komachi has been laid bare, Kuronushi tries > M7 N R & 7>
to leave the Hall to kill himself. However, Komachi stops him, saying that ¢ & T L N\ ﬁ )
he committed the evil deed due to his passion for poetry. The emperor ‘]>: lﬁ:\[ Ci\ i i, = ;\7) T
calls for Kuronushi to come before him and pardons him, mentioning, just % l<’ H ‘77,: - z;; e i'::
as Komachi did, that it was his passion for poetry that drove him to do the L A=y = N E D D
misdeed. The emperor forbids Kuronushi to commit suicide and orders him 2 W D A b % E °
to return to his seat. In a festive mood, Komachi performs a dance celebrating CoN iR T fil A #H X
the reign of the emperor and lauding Japanese poetry. oD~ I /O A ST
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Soshi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story i? ? F"% ?l; ﬁﬁ lﬂ%\' ?l;
z

Kuronushi When I really think about it, nothing could be more shameful .
than my evil deed. I must kill myself. Having made up my mind, I L ¥ \li » = Iz Z 1l 0 3 %4 N k
stand up. -5 vo So W » x5 <

A B S O T L

Komachi Excuse me. Wait a moment. i (e / 9 £ I B T

Z b B Ao 7z G H ) b D g 5
/o h o= B Vo ES A b < 2

I cannot myself claim to be the friend of poetry, if I monopolize Zz 3 = ° 3 >
AYARY/D Z b El B D& B 1
the fame and honor it brings. Anyone who is too passionate about n t 7 5 % 2 ° X X oIz 4 54
the way of poetry might make such a mistake as you did. Zz F » =5 % # ° 9T 1) A
o 2 I g}: % 7% 5;1

. 3. T T < 3 A 2k S

Emperor Hello, Kuronushi. 2 N >

’ 5 b 2 - e 25 w3
7O 5 E r b b T E3 &
Kuronushi I am at your service, Your Imperial Majesty. 2 K I 13 i D % e D
T ﬁ) o @ S : T\ N o H;—l}

Emperor Naturally, anyone who is passionate about poetry might do such a #h AN H] % D L 5| =
wicked thing. Do not worry about it, and return to your seat. ?Z) % Eg)] GEE' % J} r;)l %})’L( g

S E52 7 o
A E— iz K 2>

Kuronushi What an honor to receive such gracious words. I will humbly e 3 7 7 L 1z
follow your order. So saying, Kuronushi sits respectfully before o3 N - 2 1% ¢
the emperor. [a few schools include this phrase] B ;' & E3) H ZAS

i R # c 2 ¥ “
. . . . + % e 7 *

Reciters / Tsurayuki, Tsure (bit players) / Tsurayuki 5 o < 2
What a blessing! Both Komachi and Kuronushi feel no bitterness % 2‘: I é 5 E 4
toward each other. People are requesting that Komachi perform a X S % ¥ f: o %
dance, so bring out a gorgeous robe and eboshi headdress and put NN = g i3 m L
them on her. They call for quiet in the place with the sound of a % & ° 5 =] J):
clapper. / so people come and encourage her. ? cji 13_] i— f’ﬁi 7\

/ \ AN
z My I 1% i &
1 ¥ % % i
> R o b z
< % - z % DA
M £ U K
m ¢ I 4 I
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story

[Monogi]
Komachi changes into the dancing costume.

Komachi When spring comes, plenty of peach blossoms float on every

body of water.

Reciters However, stones hinder the water’s flow, and the blossoms float
slowly.

Komachi When it flows toward us, pick up a branch of the blossoms first,
Reciters and pile up colorful, beautiful robes. / peach color robes.
Komachi The spring haze is rising.

[Chii-no-mai)
A dance in medium tempo, which is performed with the accompaniment of

a Japanese flute and small and large hand drums. This is a gentle, elegant,
celebratory dance by a female lead of the Third Group Noh.

Komachi When the spring haze rises, we can see distant mountains at

dawn,
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So6shi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book) /Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book) Story

Reciters

like pine trees in the dawn light of the rising sun, for thousands
of years, His Imperial Majesty’s reign will endure, His Imperial
Majesty’s reign will endure, flourishing for thousands of years.
Even the waves of the surrounding oceans and the lands of the
surrounding countries—that is, everything in this world—he
reigns peacefully, so that the people need not worry about bolting
their doors. His reign is as wonderful as those of Emperors Yao
and Shun (legendary emperors in ancient China). When we

talk about the origins of Japanese poetry, it starts with the god
Susano’o-no-Mikoto, who established this country. This Land

of the Gods is protected by this god of poetry and therefore, the
scene of spring cherry blossoms in Kyoto is peaceful as well. The
scene of the spring cherry blossoms in Kyoto is peaceful as well.
How auspicious is the way of Japanese poetry.
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Soshi Arai (Washing the Page of a Book)

Soshi Arai Komachi (Komachi Washing the Page of a Book)

Synopsis

In summer, during the middle of the fourth month (of
the lunar calendar), a poetry-writing contest* is planned
at the Seiryo Hall of the imperial palace in Kyoto. Otomo
no Kuronushi is paired up with Ono no Komachi to
compete in poetry-writing at the party. Since Kuronushi is
afraid that he will be unable to defeat Komachi in poetry-
writing, he sneaks into Komachi’s house and secretly
listens to the poem she has prepared to be recited at the
contest the following day. He then copies her poem into
a volume of Man’yé-shii (Collection of Ten Thousand
Leaves), an anthology of ancient poems, trying to make it
appear as though she plagiarized her poem from it.

The following day, at the poetry-writing contest,
Komachi’s poem is first to be read aloud before the
emperor and other renowned poets, including Ki no
Tsurayuki. While the emperor praises Komachi’s poem,
Kuronushi insists that Komachi submitted a poem she
found in Man’yo-shii. Although she raises an objection
to his claim, Kuronushi produces the volume into which
he added Komachi’s poem as evidence. Heartbroken
by such a dishonor, Komachi manages to pull herself
together and, carefully reading the Man’yé-shii volume,
finds some unnatural parts in the alignment and the
color of ink of the poem in question. She therefore asks if
she may wash the book’s page and receives the emperor’s
permission to do so. When she washes it, the added poem
is rinsed right off of the page, exposing Kuronushi’s
wicked trick. Kuronushi leaves his seat with the intention
of committing suicide, but Komachi calls out after
Kuronushi. She forgives him for his misdeed because she
thinks he only did it out of his passion for poetry. As the
emperor also forgives him, Kuronushi returns to his seat.
Now no bitterness separates Komachi and Kuronushi, and
the party takes on a festive mood. Komachi praises the
reign of the emperor and performs a dance lauding the
virtues of poetry.

* Poetry-writing Contest: A form of refined entertainment
enjoyed by nobles. Participants were parted to the right and
the left and pairs competed against each other in composing
poems.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

This play has no basis in historical fact; rather, it is a
fictional story with an “all-star” cast whose members are
historically famous poets. This bold innovation makes
this piece very interesting and entertaining. The drama
depicts Otomo no Kuronushi as an evil man plotting
someone’s downfall, while describing Ono no Komachi
as an unparalleled poetry master and paragon of justice.
Although the stage is set at an elegant poetry party in the
imperial palace, this play depicts dark human emotions,
which makes this fictional drama unforgettable and true-
to-life.

The highlight of this drama is the scene in which
Komachi, who fell prey to Kuronushi’s plot, washes the
page of the book in order to prove her innocence. Justice
prevails and the evil plot is laid bare. The scene in which
she washes the page of the book and rinses off the added
poem is quite dramatic. Leading up to this climactic scene
is beautiful chanting that uses the word ‘wash’ in many
plays-on-words and reminds people of many ancient
poems. The audience should enjoy this chanting that adds
to the excitement.

After Kuronushi’s wrongdoing has been revealed, he
tries to kill himself, but Komachi stops him. She forgives
him as he committed the wicked deed due to his passion
for the art of poetry. The tension is softened even more
in the scene in which the emperor also shows that he is
not angry with Kuronushi and generously pardons him.
At this point, the story takes on a festive atmosphere,
followed by Komachi’s beautiful, yet brisk, dance, which
will surely be pleasing to the audience. Rather than
condemning wrongdoing outright, it is rinsed away with
water, guiding us into a realm of refreshing purity, free of
bitterness. Letting bygones be bygones — a wise maxim
cultivated in Japanese culture since ages ago—is evident in
this scene. In the play, when Komachi washes the page of
the book, she is also cleansing Kuronushi’s wickedness as
well as the minds of the audience.

- 17 -

Schools

Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scene

Characters

All five. The title is “Washing the Page of a Book” (Soshi Arai, %) in the Hosho and
Kongoh schools. It is “Komachi Washing the Page of a Book” (Soshi Arai Komachi, E#f
E/\BT) in the Komparu and Kita schools and Soshi Arai Komachi (employing different

kanji, & F%E/\AT) in the Kanze school.
The third group Noh

Unknown

Unknown

Summer (the fourth month of the lunar calendar)
Kyoto

Shite Ono no Komachi

Kokata King (Emperor)

Tsure Ki no Tsurayuki

Waki Otomo no Kuronushi

Ai Servant / Retainer of Kuronushi

Characters — The following roles are added depending on schools:

Masks

Costumes

[Kanze School] Tsure Mibu no Tadamine
Tsure Oshikachi no Mitsune
Tsure Female retainers of Imperial Court (Two)

[H6sho School]

[Komparu School] Tsure

[Kongoh School]

Tsure (Bit Player) High-ranking nobles (Three)
High-ranking nobles (Two)

Tsure Female retainers of Imperial Court (Three)
Tsure (Bit Player) High-ranking nobles (Two)

Tsure (Bit Player) Female retainers of Imperial Court (Two)

[Kita School] Tsure High-ranking nobles (Two)
Tsure Female retainers of Imperial Court (Two)
Shite Fukai, Wakaonna, Z6, Ko'omote

Tsure (female retainers)

Shite

Kokata

Fukai, Wakaonna

First Half of the Drama : Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), iroiri
karaori (a short-sleeved kimono outer robe in scarlet with a pattern)
worn in kinagashistyle, kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono worn
as the innermost layer of the costume of a female character), and a
fan.

Second Half : Kazura, kazura-obi, iroiri karaori worn in tsuboori-style,
kitsuke / surihaku, hakama in 6kuchi-style (scarlet), koshi-obi, and a
fan. Wears kazaori-eboshi (eboshi style headdress) at the time of
monogi.

Uikanmuri (the headdress for emperors, nobles, or aged deities),
hitoe-kariginu (unlined long-sleeved kimono worn by male
characters, especially gods and other dignified characters), kitsuke /
nuihaku (a short-sleeved kimono with embroidery and gold or silver
flakes applied to the fabric) sashinuki (a pair of long hakama style
trousers tucked at the knee by strings) / hakama in 6kuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Tsure (Ki no Tsurayuki)

Okina-eboshi / kazaori-eboshi (eboshi style headdress), hitoe-kariginu /
choken (unlined, long-sleeved elegant garment worn by dancing
female characters), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono
mainly worn by male characters), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi, and a fan.

Tsure (Mibu no Tadamine, Oshikachi no Mitsune)

Tsure (Nobles)

Kazaori-eboshi, choken, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in okuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, and a fan.
Kazaori-eboshi, choken, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in okuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Tsure (Female retainers)

Kazura, kazura-obi, karaori worn in tsuboori-style, kitsuke / surihaku,
hakama in 6kuchi-style (scarlet), koshi-obi, a fan.

Waki First Half of the Drama : Kazaori-eboshi, choken, kitsuke / atsuita,
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.
Second Half : Kazaori-eboshi, hitoe-kariginu, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama
in okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a fan, and a book.

Ai Naga-kamishimo (Long-sleeved kimono worn with a sleeveless robe

Number of Scenes Two
About 1 hour and 30 minutes

Length

and a pair of hakama trousers with trailing hems.)
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