i i i i —_ * b

Tomonaga Story 2 = 2 e 4
fiE i %

*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different & & 3

schools.
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1. Itinerant Monk Appears
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A monk residing in Seiryo-ji Temple in Saga learns that Minamoto no
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Tomonaga, who fled Kyoto after being defeated in battle during the Heiji

e
7

Rebellion, has killed himself at the post town of Aohaka. As he had a connec-
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tion to Tomonaga when he was still living in this world, the monk departs to
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Aohaka with his attending monk.
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Itinerant Monk

I

I am a monk at Seiry6-ji Temple in Saga. Because of the recent
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Heiji Rebellion, Minamoto no Yoshitomo and his troop fled from
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Kyoto. One of them was Chigt Shojo Tomonaga who killed
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himself at the house of the innkeeper in the post town of Aohaka

o Y o4

SERTHASHE Ay
;
Bresv Oy FHRYEE Ak D)) 77 BT A~

RESBAVESENFTEE wERTO[/o-vER
N RF D TOMTE A S

SOt B ABROHEOMI (v o AEO 4L

in Mino Province when his clan, the Minamotos, were soundly E
defeated in a battle in Kyoto. So have I heard. Since I had a el 7 7
connection to Tomonaga, I decided to rush to Aohaka to console v N &=
Tomonaga’s soul. / In order to console Tomonaga’s soul, I am now 37 D =X
rushing to go to the post town of Aohaka. 15 1l D
£ % R fid
Itinerant Monk and Attending Monk i@\ }_: [: g[% g
I have arrived at the road to Ohmi Province and am crossing the Y S % < 2
long bridge at Seta. <  Fh R L
- Z b K 7
Attending Monk % D wWlo EB -
Crossing the long bridge at Seta. D L:E‘: % g; 7%) %

fe 11
Itinerant Monk and Attending Monk I E%J‘ % },E %,‘I% %I
We passed forests in Kagamiyama and Oiso, and also passed A B odH B & °
windy Mount Ibuki and the barrier at Fuwa. We now arrive at the bj 1 B 4
post town of Aohaka. K e iz £ ¢ i
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(The itinerant monk asks a servant who works for the Aohaka innkeeper / ﬁ & g
about the location of Tomonaga’s grave) WD S 2z W H OB A i D 1)) %
fhhn ® AT Hho 1y oz BB »
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2. The Female Innkeeper of Aohaka Appears b éf I b T 3 b ¥ Ze: 5 3 =
A Z 1 % b 2] K D '§—\ E‘i D
The innkeeper of the post town of Aohaka appears, followed by her atten- é)\ = f;‘, i‘; ZDO ;ﬁ; r fé % %\L % }i
dant, and mourns Tomonaga’s death*'. g E ) S S = =g 5] 1z
R A S S N O N N :
The Female Innkeeper of Aohaka and her Attendant / The Female Innkeeper <D B £ ‘i 2 bj j/l: >§ % % A
A gust of wind traveling over the pine trees scatters the blossoms. ‘}é:: @ é g‘é ‘[[E/' J‘:: 5‘) Ci\ T Of:i < R
In winter, it will blow around the snow and incur the hatred of the K E;é g) S ¥ 5 E O j; n % %
villagers”. B B i o3 R %)
5 4 O DR E 1
Innkeeper I am the keeper of the inn at Aohaka*?. i. D 'g ;\2 ,Lm; /;f ;5; o ﬁg
J1L
Innkeeper and Attendant / Innkeeper @C: E g'i;[i {CL E E Hé;( ﬁ =
Seeing dewdrops on blades of grass or bubbles floating on the X fizt < #h o5 X B [ 12
surface of water, it is natural that even those with shallow minds ‘9’- i Voo —g‘ 3) 5 < —
will sense the impermanence of this world. Especially at this A :g g’\ oAt 7 L\ 7%
time, when I am suddenly lamenting someone else’s misfortune S 3/1: A D 7
as if it were my own. My tears fall like rain, soaking my sleeves. I f g)) E i ']Z'% ;DC é)\ i
am unable to speak even a word; all I can do is let my tears keep wo I i 2z x o 15 :
falling. Filled with regret, time flows on and the days have gone by H B H = & < Ay %
quickly. K % < b Y z e
E Wy o B2
Innkeeper and Attendant / Innkeeper or Attendant oL g A ( ﬁ% 72\\ t‘
Spring has come already. I wonder if a bush warbler’s :L_E Eé E <, j): 2 %’ Ip
T = o2 9 & 3 %
Innkeeper and Attendant / Innkeeper D 7r f'i o U >2< °
frozen tears have thawed yet**. I am unable to feel at ease and How» w9 3 o
sleep peacefully. He who passed away does not even appear to me C° T I D
g5 VR S

in my dreams. Remembering his painful suffering, I feel a terrible
aching that defies words.
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3. The Innkeeper Meets the Itinerant Monk*® fﬁ? =
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The innkeeper and the itinerant monk happen to meet at Tomonaga’s grave. n N RO R VoD B W T 72 v R B i3
They pray together for Tomonaga, who killed himself, and lament his death. VS ’['I%< 7:3 ;ili E % Iz Cj:: R = G = ¢ ?; % &
ONNES T 7 - 2 — 3 D
S ] - 2 E: D 3
Innkeeper Oh, how strange. Other than us, no one thinks to visit this grave T ﬁ OEI) ?C‘ 57"5)'3) 2?5 é § i\ {ZE IS % 2y :E
on every seventh day to pray for the deceased*¢. But a monk who g VE R D> - ﬁ% 0&) 003 ) i ;
TI> A - O
appears to be on a pilgrimage is shedding tears while offering ° /N ) i) e ¥ .- T 5
sincere prayers at the grave. Excuse me, may I ask who you might | w O FH | n Ik 3 % D 1'@!%
be? / why are you praying for the deceased so especially intently? i M 2 N Z T 7> EJe) t A =X :LE
W T T K D 1 7& < B L A
= =
Itinerant Monk P % 7 g ‘%: o %%_ e ; AN K /\\ 9
-z 7 - > °
You have observed me very closely. I am a man / monk who has a c_“': ) Ao 1,&] ° + g 2— A
connection to Tomonaga. I have travelled here to console his soul. i ; ;’% {‘E,E ,-H-:JI. i % jgo < @ 7 7\
fri R- + »n b
Innkeeper Iam curious, as you mentioned that you have a connection to the 7 ?E: I f: % HH & A i LU ﬁ
deceased. May I ask you what kind of relationship you had with io’ Cé’l _}; /‘f% ;‘:'- g g % ° % ot Ei
Tomonaga? % - 05 % ;)t ﬁ D B { i g 5: H
J& < 2% % & I = L =
Itinerant Monk % = R HoL j; 9 b3 Z ;’CE E 71:/
My name is So-and-so and I used to watch over Tomonaga. 1 D Iz L S D < ’2‘ + EB
Circumstances led me to withdraw from that duty, and ten years = Iz X H P b - H
il T % 2 B o F R
have already passed. During that period, I renounced the world » /14 L‘)‘ %< % T =% il e >6< x
and took the tonsure. I wish I had been able to come earlier to 7% 7 L Iz - W v D Oz H
console his soul, but the Tairas are on the lookout for anyone é) X 7 = 7é:§ 5 fet = T = Il]ﬁ
who has a connection to the Minamotos, even those who have A D & o % 2 T Z oo %
renounced the world. I therefore disguised myself as an itinerant & VC‘ z 'f\ > I;P '3‘ j:i %O T °
monk on a pilgrimage and secretly left Kyoto. VA b < ﬁi B
Z 2 WoB oL L T b o
| | - S S il oL
Innkeeper Oh, is that so? You must have an especially deep bond with him X x f g Wi 2 3 9
/ and you feel more pity for him more than anyone else. I gave % 9 7 :Fd? 7172 % < L #
Tomonaga lodging for the night, but his life, so fleeting, ended e W7y ) 7PN 3
. . S 22| VB %‘ A % % 7
by his own hand. No words can possibly express my shock and N D N )
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Innkeeper pray for him, as well as
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Itinerant Monk / Innkeeper and Itinerant Monk

7/

Tomonaga, for whom we are praying,

v EE OB K ke i
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ey & 15 & =
18
sadness, as I lament what happened to him as though it had
happened to me. I therefore keep coming to pray for him, just as I D o— L A | el N L ) FERN 2
have today. 3 A 3 7 £ 9 H é C N VX
L2 % b A H R it I ®
2> =z >y - > y
Itinerant Monk 4;:\ E O X 7z B L)) % Z W
Truly, I take pity on him / it is mysterious. For my part, from the ;‘.C %ﬁ 7%) Z%) % UE; 7?; ~ L.% 0%) %
beginning my relationship to him has been that of lord and vas- Z > < 2 e l;% i < X
sal my ties to him have been that of lord and vassal, and we share Ve )] el 5k fﬁ R T 1%
a bond that transcends the past, present, and future. ° 5 7 Iz D ) * ° 7
b Miox kb [ % 7
Innkeeper People say that a bond created in a previous lifetime leads them 2 %j % < § 7 é E
to stand together under the same tree at the same time in order 7 % < z’) ﬁ 5
to escape the rain*’. Similarly, I must have such a connection with ﬁb g » El % 3
this man from my previous lifetime. =) 2 D 772) H D
i3 T 2 B T
/] )
Itinerant Monk e £ e ;
We who have both come here today to < ) —,‘%
5o 28
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Group Reciters
have ties to each other from our previous lifetimes. Only withered
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grasses grow on the gravesite located in Aonogahara (literally,
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“green field”) in Aohaka, despite its name coming from the fresh H L
green grass of spring. It looks like a dried brown field of autumn. JL iy J’:
The burnt remains of the withered silver grasses look like the % 3 -
crematory located at Mount Mang in the north*® where the smoke < J& 2, D
rises in the evening. As the smoke blends with the color and form 7 D T X
of the clouds, it vanishes into the sky without leaving a trace, and i R 9
such is our regret that nothing material is left behind by the dearly Ji = b Iz

departed.
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Tomonaga Story

4. Innkeeper Narrates the Final Moments of Tomonaga
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As requested by the itinerant monk, the innkeeper starts to talk about the 3} s fg - 12 5 i 4R
final moments of Tomonaga. When the Minamoto troops were soundly % ji<s i\ T Y Ie
defeated in Kyoto, Tomonaga took a shot through his knee. Although he man- 5 oI
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aged to escape to the inn at Aohaka, Tomonaga was worried that he would
be killed by his foe or end up dying a pathetic death while trying to escape.
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Therefore, he took his own life. His father, Yoshitomo, and Yoshitomo’s foster
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brother, Kamata Masakiyo, mourned his death.
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Itinerant Monk

i
Mgy I A X O ERNEE

[ﬁp(‘t"‘ﬁ"(‘@“ﬁfﬁ

I
FUOERSHOME [ S IHHEZS A H

ENSHERR Aok BEHE

A VARSI O EIONER S I N

WL £ L 2
2 ¥ 5 W 2
g 2> W
D N ¥ (&
i T /& A % F D =
= i E & o0 @ #
o OB o L E
% OH c LB S % B o3 Ik i
z.ﬁir% > < oL W %
ESE L oy L o X
Lk 2o Mo oL B
If you wouldn’t mind, could you tell me the details of Tomonaga’s 71':0 ;&@ 3 g 0%) < % IEI [i? /)_% IERN /0)
final moments? %_‘B Xi\ B 9];'5\ VoD /\\ SR ﬁ % 2 alu:\ L & B
LSRN N NN Leay
Innkeeper It is His final moments are a painful and pitiful story. During S = I gk 2 & Y K i 5 joi o g D 37%
the night on the eighth of the final month of last year, someone Hi MoK H 2 £ BB g I Ay H R i) i}
knocked loudly on my door. When I asked who it was, the man L bi\ ﬁf‘% % % - g:L ;E n A & ;C. g ¥ &2
] - =
told me he was Lord Kamata**. When I ordered someone to open Eﬁ L ’c, % 7 f" EC ¢ < o = o ZEE &E)l
= Z z =
the gate, four or five of armed warriors came into my premises. %E 5 Y B ° Y oo W T 12“ % L ij_lg“ %
They were Lord Minamoto no Yoshitomo, his son Tomonaga, 5 L ¥ & 8 8 - 3} E L j;')':‘ < v
Lord Kamata and Kon'd-maru*', who all knew that they could 5 T 2 HE 29 7’;’ % N s 7 L T #
trust me. They said that they would spend the night here and n E%T < - E‘Q g): H? T /g 7 7 ) J_% % § g
would depart to Utsumi in Noma, travelling by boat on the river < E H 03 f’g F% N é% % S H AN $ V)o %E E
when day broke. Tomonaga was in a very bad way, since he had ‘: 7 3 Z Z EE L w * Eijz H 72 S
been shot in the knee during the chaos that ensued when the i DY & L H %‘f\ n n 9 D =) D T M
Minamoto troops were badly beaten in Kyoto. After the night % A T B OB C B g:: & Tg L 2 = b K
grew late and people went to sleep, I heard Tomonaga offering L E o L oz bl s & 2w B ]i W o Wy
ice: “ ' ; » M # B A9 oo LW oo SRS
a prayer twice: “Namu Amida Buddha, Namu Amida Buddha! VYRS o L B e L 4 L ) N IL%
. D)
When Lord Kamata went to Tomonaga’s room, what on earth did T Z li ; v {2 A < %L
he find there — Tomonaga had committed suicide by performing ;‘1: H L S A S o »nE %57 : Bl E
hara-kiri. Lord Kamata reported this to Lord Yoshitomo. When 05 [ S 7”:0 N = I - I RS D) f_: 2) rh Tﬁ:
the astounded Yoshitomo looked at Tomonaga, his undergarments % £ T - & | ) 2 F T W L T
were already soaked in his blood and no one could bear to look at v id Lo o boe oW o o4 o

him. Then, / Lord Kamata held Tomonaga’s body, and Yoshitomo
asked Tomonaga why he decided to die by his own hand. Under
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Reciters  These were his last words. He then passed away. No one, not

<

5

even a complete stranger, would ever be able to forget the sight
of Lord Yoshitomo and Lord Kamata, hugging Tomonaga’s body
and profoundly mourning his death. Although hoping to see him,

/\YV@“(; \)

we are unable to even catch a glimpse of his decayed bones that

his feeble breath, Tomonaga responded, “when we were defeated %’ §
so terribly in Kyoto, I was shot in the knee. I have been suffering =z fi#t 7 i VAN R )
from this injury. Although I managed to travel to here on horse, o9 El i3 b ) o B N G = =
I cannot walk / take go even a step now. If I were left behind / we »nZ Z"O = % L i Z KT
encountered the enemy on our escape route, I would die a dog’s J& 9 i< % 7z /\ S NI
death, disgraced. I therefore decided to kill myself. I deeply regret 2 L 2 ‘;\ G ﬂi\ Zié BT
that with the end my life, I will not witness your future, father, and ?5 ;C) % Ci\ g E:‘ H %E g; ;OL
that I have been a disappointment to you. But I could never allow = & 2z ¥ H Y7
it if we encountered the enemy / I were left behind on our escape % & Z L n 2 R I
route and I were killed by a mere foot soldier. Forgive me, I must iy 3 E T W % k5
now bid you farewell” E\: 1%3:_ ZZ!; E<EI _?_2 /
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lie buried beneath the moss. Although pitifully hoping to hear

his voice, he who is now a corpse lying beneath the grass along
the road does not respond to us. If you buddhas and bodhisattvas
living in the three periods and ten directions*'' show him compas-
sion, how pleased / thankful will be Tomonaga’s soul.
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5. The Innkeeper Encourages the Monk to Stay 9 5

7z VS
The sun has set, and the innkeeper and the itinerant monk start to return to é %)
the inn at Aohaka. The innkeeper encourages the monk to stay at the inn for 70
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a while, and the monk accepts her offer. v < a
> {1 L4 &

Reciters ~ While spending time at the grave, the sun has travelled to the '/:’B n 4 g
west and the light of the evening sun, reflected on the clouds, has EARAN H Iz )

grown dimmer and dimmer. Stomping on grasses wet with dew L Bk 2 D

in Aonogahara, the innkeeper and the itinerant monk together
return to the inn at Aohaka.
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Innkeeper Ihumbly ask you, reverend monk, Although this is a humble =i (e {;[: E bs
place, would you please stay at this inn for a while and quietly L B & Z D A | % A
offer prayers to console the soul of Tomonaga. ) 3 i %) = % s L
b % f ,T\ A 2 ) i
Itinerant Monk ) < i D) ;i A b 75:
Thank you for your kind offer. I will stay here for a while. / I %: v é N '2 T\ 7‘? 'LEF?'
accept your offer. | 7= e Ji( 3 >
w2 #®ox K2
E\\ 57 Eﬁ b? A ’f% \-\\ T
(The innkeeper calls for a servant and orders him to attend to the itinerant H3 fh - — \z <
monk) g I % ﬁﬂ F ﬁ: v <
o i - 2 S
< 12 2 - 2 U
) HY I °
6. The Servant Narrates the Story of Tomonaga’s Final Moments (Interlude) 7 ,Hﬂ 5
i i
A man in the employ of the innkeeper narrates the story of Tomonaga’s final % r
moments and encourages the monk to pray for the peaceful repose of his Iz é
soul. )

<
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7. Itinerant Monk and Attending Monk Recite Sutras
Until midnight, the itinerant monk and his attending monk hold a memorial
service by invoking the bodhisattva Kannon, the method of repenting wrong-

doing*'* that Tomonaga valued while he was still living in this world.

Itinerant Monk

LOCAT A M AR ERCBER LR

Well, then, there are many kinds of Buddhist ceremonies that
could be performed in order to console Tomonaga, who has

FRESITWNARITETHEIOUR S I RHRITME N g HE Ao

become a ghost,

GTECH TR N\ S e CHEOSHEE T ATV el 9

NS B G FHRYEET [ SERA

Attending Monk
but Tomonaga especially revered

ESHE ACHEETNADFEC AWM TACHT &I rCHE R
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Tomonaga Story

Itinerant Monk / Attending Monk
the recitation of the scripture used in Kannon method of repen-
tance,

Itinerant Monk or Attending Monk
and since we are reciting scripture according to his heart's desire,
his voice

Itinerant Monk
speaks to us and we might hear it.

Itinerant Monk and Attending Monk
The reciting voices have filled the area. The wind blows over
mountains and the moonlit night grows late. The sounds made by
ceremonial instruments*'” resonate through the air, waking people
who were asleep on a spring night under soft moonlight. Time has
passed. The gongs of late night services*'* cut through the crisp,
clear air, and the voices reciting the sutras move us to tears.

8. Tomonaga Appears

When the itinerant monk and attending monk conduct a memorial service
including the Kannon method of repentance, the ghost of Tomonaga appears.
He explains the merits of the method and expresses his gratitude to them for
performing the memorial service.

Tomonaga What a blessing is this method of performing repentance. Long
ago, at Vulture Peak, this way of repentance was called the
Dharma Flower method and now, in the Western Pure Land, it is
called the Amida method. When manifested to us in this world,
it is called the Kannon method. Therefore, it is true, just as the
scripture tells us, that the benefits of practice in the past, present,
and future are indistinguishable. How dependable it is / What a
blessing it is. I hear marvelous voices reciting scripture.
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Reciters / Itinerant Monk i B =]
Now, three times, z N i & Sz » oD - 1
O N . S S S D) 2 F
Tomonaga with a willow branch in my right hand and a bowl in my left hand, X ¥ 5 % 1 £ & & 5 Eﬁ; I
I sprinkle the purifying water. F %: 0:-) % 2 % 7% Lﬁ \ 3‘ % E] Fi
Z e = - > e < 2
% | L = o B
Tomonaga / Itinerant Monk, or Tomonaga and Itinerant Monk f % E N & 3:) 71%:, iE)' {EK ,{f__ ﬁz)ﬁ @g)l]
And single-mindedly pray to Kannon Bodhisattva*'>. 1=} { k% H 9 ° MG < ]><5 /53
2 Tw 5 I S 2T
Reciters  Purify your mind’s ears and recite the scripture, for its blessings as % S D % E‘ =1 60 !E% +
precious as jewels. As your devotion resonates with the Buddha, ‘JE v 2 i > 2‘ % }’\ 3:) §
his teaching will deeply enter your mind. ¢2 % < D D 2 3 Iz
- -
72 - < S i 5
Tomonaga / Reciters D H n oy %) D
What a solemn memorial service. z A E b G T pEd
2 ¥ 5 L & 7z K
Itinerant Monk ?b\ 2/1’ 1z g D }1 ; ?
. ) . b s =2 I e iz
How mysterious. The voices performing the Kannon method of ) ' IR o % X
repentance echo in every corner and in the dim candlelight, if I t N Ji8 %] % °
look carefully, someone appears who looks like Tomonaga. Is this A Z g T H
a dream? ii Z o b 4 )
L T 2K 3
% S 75) D 7z
> 3
9. Dialogue Between Tomonaga and the Itinerant Monk Vi 0%) ° g— g,ﬂ_:,b
T £ B> A
Tomonaga speaks to the itinerant monk and requests that he console his soul. % 3] A E
) % pir 7
Tomonaga From the beginning, this world is transient, as fleeting as a dream. o4 g g %0
But now, let us leave behind such doubts about this world and % < S =
continue to perform recitation. % N x /E\
s i { 3
Itinerant Monk :C) T H, N
Thanks to the power of our single-minded recitation, we are able % n &
to see Tomonaga. As my thumb rubs my prayer beads,
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Itinerant Monk / Tomonaga

T / / i
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Tomonaga he approaches me, following my voice. E =7 & E &
o 7 D i bt H %] H P
Itinerant Monk £ H Z 5 i 2 B> D %
Is he real? ) D D el D D & 7 ya]
B I El > Iz
Tomonaga / Itinerant Monk zl:) 'I?i % %
Or a phantom? < H t‘)
Kl T
g $
%
D
B8
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L
A
17 Vci
He is sometimes visible °
Tomonaga / Itinerant Monk 2 %
And sometimes not. il Iz
5 W
3 1
Itinerant Monk / Tomonaga, or Tomonaga and Itinerant Monk ) A
Regarding his vestige, t, <
B <
= 7”‘:‘
Reciters if we say “what is that?” it will completely disappear. If it does not < é}‘
disappear, do not turn away from the candlelight*'® and together, < W
let’s show compassion for Tomonaga. Late at night, under the o °
¥

ey
T T

moonlight, treasure these moments and please show compassion
for Tomonaga. It is the way of this transient world that time waits
for no one*". Please put everything else aside and just recite the
scripture.
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10. Tomonaga Tells His Story

<
o v

While lamenting the fragile, fleeting nature of this world, Tomonaga
talks about the feud between the Taira and Minamoto clans. He sincerely
appreciates the female innkeeper of Aohaka for her kindness when he, a

T AFOE AN SAPE ONERIEEIHE  OTSUERUS T T IOETE

member of the Minamoto clan, was involved in such difficult, unfortunate

NI RO T SN E SN AW ANTEEE ARSI TEaet

B L ATEAEHEST

circumstances and swears that he will attain buddhahood.
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Tomonaga Story

Tomonaga / Reciters
Although the world might give him a reputation as a rosy-
cheeked, handsome boy in the morning,

Reciters  he might be dead, his bones left to decay in a field, by the
evening*'®. As we have such sayings, we truly do live in an imper-

manent world.

Tomonaga In the past, although they clashed with each other, the Taira and
Minamoto clans both protected the Imperial Court.

Reciters They kept peace in the world, assuaged feuds, and calmly
governed the land. How could it be, then, that such terrible times

as the Hogen and Heiji Rebellions came?
Tomonaga In these unthinkable wars,

Reciters  the fortunes of the Minamoto clan were exhausted. The heir
of Yoshitomo, Akugenta Yoshihira, was besieged at Ishiyama
Temple and being outnumbered, he was powerless to avoid
being captured alive and executed. Yoshitomo’s third son,
Minamoto no Yoritomo, was captured by Taira no Munekiyo
and sent to Kyoto. Our father, Yoshitomo, managed to flee from
this Aohaka to Utsumi in Noma and came to rely upon Osada
Tadamune. However, Osada was an untrustworthy man, just
like an undependable tree whose leaves let the rain leak down.
Sadly, Yoshitomo was ambushed and killed in a surprise attack.
I wonder why Osada shamelessly killed his lord. Also, why is the
woman who owns this inn at Aohaka so sympathetic and kind?
Although she is a woman, she was not afraid to provide us with
lodging for the night and going far beyond the compassion of a
single night, she continues to pray for me after my death.
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Tomonaga I wonder in what previous lifetime was our bond to each other =]
tied? z 2 Fh H A iz 5 ® o — Z —
b o By fr o VRS I S
Reciters It is said that we should think of all men as our fathers and all z 5 AR 7 Iz ¥ é = & L D e OE?Z
women as our mothers from previous lifetimes*"’. This is exactly 2 D 02 & 75{ = HA D = 5 2 H
ust li 15 T 9 < D = % CERNS A W 2
what I feel now. I am very grateful that she mourns me just like v ¥ & voT 5 ] W ')\‘ % - \F
my own mother would and conducts my memorial service with \E I 2 M VA & % ﬁi Wi D <
a sincere heart. Tomonaga will attain buddhahood. Please do not D B D 3 A ¥ 2% = D H I
worry about me. = [ T D < 5 F3 EES 1 7 ZAS
B ik L & °<’ i & < 5 {,
2 N . W g 295 2
. B ~ R % A Logp z
11. Tomonaga Recalls His Last Moments S #h iR % E < D ? % D
N L N o 0) f': l{ N Z }: T\ J):
Although he vows to enter Amida’s Pure Land, he is still wearing armor. 9 - Z I ES ¥ ¢ i & 9
He tells the story of his final moments and, while asking that his soul be ll: F 0) i ES ‘3; H&H (7;: é Iz
consoled, vanishes into thin air. ) n % D 7D B 7 C
’ ' (4 L [E] E % ?L 5 > Sy
I T : ’ \
Reciters  What can be truly relied upon is the merit-power of the Lotus ZaN %)\ D 7 I T EF D ¥
Sutra. However, why does he still wearing armor, which is repre- 9 fi Ho° N 1+ '3; OT) MG
sentative of asuras? Seeing him in such a state, we feel very sorry D [ I # H 4 x4 )
for him. 752 ﬂ% E n 5 ; AN EE
A it 3o <
Tomonaga The yang part of my soul has departed for Amida’s Pure Land, Iz ¥ 7 1] D fg Hij ¢
however, its yin part remains in the Realm of Asuras and will % T B D T oo gl
continue to receives sufferings for some while. D co 5 NN JLix 5
< £ R g D b &
. N o . U 3 % L £ 5 ES
Reciters ~ While receiving sufferings in the Realm of Asuras, what kind of 8 s S L I o
enemies do you encounter? g < "6:' < el
¢ & ‘ ¢ Wy
L 3 2 SR,
# % e e Sk
% Kl < N,
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Tomonaga Just as I witnessed in this world, -{Elj z = 2 g ) 1?;
= = 16 = oy - N -
G - U R SR A I z
Reciters  the Taira and Minamoto clans I%] ﬁ_ﬂ &“ % H EEH 1% B W T OH K ) - D
[=] t < - A
+ 2. 2 x #5520 to o o
Tomonaga engage in a melee and jE-IlJ %ﬁt > % é) 1% & % /05 ?% g g {E/E ﬁEﬁ n gﬁé é
< )
SN I B S T AR
Reciters  fight each other. When you look at this battle scene, with the < ?ﬁ_l % % % % ;:; ol R by = B OF H
Minamotos holding aloft their white flags and the Tairas their + 0% [ );E) E O W o A TR K
red flags, it looks as though scarlet leaves and pieces of white El J)—% %‘ 27 EI(\ E\ %5 » & HE B K D D
clouds are being scattered around. Alas, my luck ran out. When Lt_ 7‘% > = § E E? 5 15 (L.j:.: W R cl):
T = 3 >
the Minamotos were thoroughly beaten in Kyoto, Tomonaga was s Zg D K % 3 X ﬁ 7o 7 ﬁ:ﬂé 2
. . . & S5 B 48 B b L o bh B o Iz
badly shot in his knee and even his horse was shot on its stomach. 5 ﬁ 2 % 1‘% D B K L A
As the horse kept rearing up in pain, Tomonaga unfastened his % » ;C\ %C %5 UL + ¢ 2 — L 7~ Eo
stirrups, dismounted the horse, and tried to stand up. However, fé 0, 7?3 % E ;C\ D=5 T T S =
he could not even drag his leg because it was so severely injured. j%:t 2 ?E ° 3 % w2y o AL
He was placed upon another horse and was barely able to travel on %‘ 7?\ f-} % 2 :C 2 J:‘ L
the Ohmi Highway and reach this Aohaka / stopped to rest at this D = % ;)C j’; ‘d%) 03 g 72; § jgg)(
Aohaka. There he decided to kill himself rather than endure the Z ) P VAN % x 7~ By
shame of possibly being killed by a lowly foot soldier. He slit open Eﬁl ﬁ 1= B 2 4 o H &
his own stomach with a straight horizontal cut. Please continue to —lé % D T 5 T & LU
pray for him, as he fell straight into the Realm of Asuras and his 0 ’Fi Co— ~ Z w5
body is returning to the soil in this remote field of Aonogahara. CHS X X > ¢t B 4 J)Z
P N O
% I
= e T O T
*1 Female attendant does not appear, depending on school. g 3) :"Cg b;‘ % id_‘, %TJ‘ 50
*2 In this scene, she compares the scattering blossoms to Tomonaga and imagines herself as ’FEEl ?é w { 713: @ ‘; N
someone who will, later on, bear a grudge against the wind. g’?‘ - - 55 L 2 ‘I:C ?:CL %%\\
i Z 3
*3 The madam of the brothel at Aohaka, who hired many prostitutes to offer their services é T ° Eé“‘ % N N E\'
to travelers. .g <‘\ Z % 7%3 T /% =
oA Thi L IR I T ol A b ok
is phrase refers a poem composed by Nijo-no-kisaki (Consort Nijo) in Kokin Waka- va X i < i JE
- . . . « . PP . % O) J j\( P1AN
shii (Collection of Japanese Poems of Ancient and Modern Times), “While it is still = VD) i ,g EJ & HE L
snowing, spring has come. I wonder if the frozen tears of the bush warblers have thawed N ° ﬂ&c % 'c‘ A zOX
et * Z c )
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Tomonaga Story

*5 Section Three has variations according to different schools, including the order of

phrases.

*6 Memorial services for a deceased, implemented every seven days starting from the

seventh day after death to the forty-ninth day.

*7 Referring to an old story compiled in Seppé Myigen-ron (Book of Preaching and
Insightfulness).

*8 Mount Mang located in the north of Luoyang. The mountain was the site of a crematory

since the Han dynasty.
*9 A vassal of Minamoto no Yoshitomo.
*10 A boy attending Minamoto no Yoshitomo.

*11 The three periods of time (past, present and future) and the ten directions (east, west,

south, north, northeast, northwest, southeast, southwest, up, and down).

*12 A ceremony of repenting for one’s misdeeds and wrongdoing by reciting sutras and
praying to Kannon Bodhisattva.

#13 A drum and a percussion instrument, like a cymbal, used to keep time while reciting

sutras at a Buddhist service.
*14 Buddhist services conducted from midnight to dawn.

*15 This phrase refers to a verse recited when performing the Kannon method of

repentance.

*16 This phrase is based on a poem written by Bai Juyi and included in Wakan Roeishii

(Collection of Japanese and Chinese Poems for Singing).
*17 This phrase is based on a poem composed by Tao Yuanming.
*18 This phrase refers to a poem by Fujiwara no Yoshitaka, included in Wakan Roeishii.

*19 This refers to a phrase in Brahma Net Sutra.
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Tomonaga
Synopsis

After the Minamoto forces suffered a defeat in a
battle during the Heiji Rebellion of 1160, Minamoto no
Tomonaga, the second son of Minamoto no Yoshitomo,
was en route fleeing from Kyoto when he took his own
life at the inn of Aohaka in Mino Province. The son of
Tomonaga’s wet nurse, who is now a monk of Seiryo6-ji
Temple in Saga, Kyoto, hears about Tomonaga’s death
and visits Aohaka to console his soul. A female innkeeper
from Aohaka feels a karmic connection to Tomonaga
as she offered him an accommodation for the night, so
she performs memorial services for him. The innkeeper
encounters the monk, who has come to Aohaka, and
together they pray for Tomonaga’s soul. At the monk’s
request, the innkeeper describes Tomonaga’s final
moments. She explains that since he had been shot in the
knee by an arrow, he chose to kill himself rather than be
killed by his enemy.—Having passed the night reciting the
invocation, “Namu Amida Buddha,” he died by his own
hand. Learning of the death of his son, Yoshitomo and his
troops were plunged into deep grief. The sun has already
set, so the innkeeper now offers the monk lodging for the
night, which he accepts.

When the monk starts to perform a memorial service
including the Kannon Bodhisattva method of repentance
that Tomonaga valued while he was alive, the ghost of
Tomonaga appears. He expresses his appreciation to
the monk for conducting a memorial service to console
his soul, narrates the events of the battle in which
the Minamoto troops were defeated, and laments the
impermanence of this world. Although he vows to be
reborn in Amida’s Pure Land, he is still wearing armor
representative of an asura (warrior). After describing the
final moments of his life, Tomonaga asks the monk to pray
for him and vanishes into thin air.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

This Tomonaga, together with Sanemori and
Yorimasa, is one of the Three Shura Plays. While
Sanemori and Yorimasa describe the worldly attachments
of aged warriors, this piece describes the introverted
affections and sadness of a young warrior, a monk, and a
female innkeeper. Noh actors consider this an advanced
play as it has a different shite (lead character) in the first
and second half, which makes this unique among shura-
mono (warrior plays). This play draws on material found
in Heiji Monogatari (The Tale of the Heiji Rebellion), but
other than the fact of Tomonaga’s death, its storyline is
almost entirely original.

This play tells the simple story of the warmhearted
female innkeeper and the monk mourning the death of
Tomonaga. However, structure is quite exceptional as
the lead character in the first half is not a phantom (the
ghost of Tomonaga), but instead is a living person, the
innkeeper, who—although a woman—narrates the story of
a battle. The female innkeeper’s talk in the first half of the
play is full of warmth and sadness as if, through telling the
story, she is letting her feelings of affection for Tomonaga,
who died at a mere sixteen years old, pour out. In the
second half, the atmosphere changes dramatically with
the young warrior’s dramatic narration of a battle story,
which is described through a series of composed yet brisk
movements.
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Schools All five

Category The second group Noh

Author Unknown

Subject Heiji Monogatari (the Tale of the Heiji Rebellion), volume 2, “Yoshitomo Aohaka ni
Ochitsuku koto (Episode of Yoshitomo Stopping to Rest at Aohaka Inn)”

Season Spring (January in in the lunar calendar)

Scene Aohaka in Mino Province

Characters Mae-shite Female Innkeeper

Nochi-shite Tomonaga

Tsure Female Attendant or Servant (depending on school)

Tomo Attendant (depending on school)

Waki Itinerant Monk

Wakitsure Monk accompanying Itinerant Monk

Ai Servant of the Innkeeper

Masks Mae-shite Fukai or shakumi
Nochi-shite Chuajo or imawaka
Tsure (female attendant) Ko-omote, tsuremen
Costumes Mae-shite Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori (a s
hort-sleeved outer kimono worn by female characters) worn in
kinagashi-style, kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn
as the innermost layer of the costume of a female character),
and crystal Buddhist prayer beads. Holding a leaf.

Nochi-shite Kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly below the
shoulders), a white headband, Nashi-uchieboshi (eboshi-style
headdress for warriors), hitoe-happi (unlined happi-style
kimono) or chéken (an unlined, long-sleeved elegant garment
worn by dancing female characters), kitsuke / atsuita (a type
of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male characters) or
nuihaku (a short-sleeved kimono with embroidery and gold and
silver flakes applied to the fabric), hangire (a type of hakama
trouser worn by strong characters such as demons, gods, and
warriors) or hakama in 6kuchi-style, koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and
a sword.

Tsure (female attendant)

Kazura, kazura-obi, kitsuke / surihaku, and scarlet karaori worn in
kinagashi-style.

Tomo Kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern),
tops and bottoms of su6 (a long-sleeved, unlined hemp kimono
with matching top and bottom, worn by male characters), a fan,
and a small sword. Holding a sword.

Waki Sumi-boshi (a hood for ordinary Buddhist monks), mizugoromo
(a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / muji-noshime, might
wear hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a fan, and
Buddhist prayer beads.

Wakitsure Same as Waki.

Ai Tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata, shima-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with stripes), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Number of Scenes Two
Length About 1 hour and 50 minutes
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