Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story % ﬁE ;Iﬁjg ;"/:E ﬁl)g - * ﬁ% E
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*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different . N A e 1<
schools. %B ")) iz O & ﬁ fA 2 1/% 17 A D Vi /
 EBAwER BH g - &
1. Man from Kyoto and His Attendants Climb Mount Obasute H Bz 2> R & RS % s 7 E:E ﬂ;l
< wohz&wle osum HE o#x %y
Before the day of the harvest moon, a man from Kyoto leaves his residence > ES L\ & T A % %" % ’ é
with his attendants (companions) to enjoy viewing the moon at Sarashina in % j; % -i— j; ;L‘Z g é ;)( X 1;;)1' g 3 —E“
Shinano province. After arriving in Shinano, they climb Mount Obasute and 13 R < oL N H L f’%
wait on the flat summit for the moon to rise. 5 ¥ oz 1d T F L 7 78 % Ic &
\ A Ewps L2 NE B Z
Man from Kyoto and His Attendants (Companions) i iz < ﬂi\ oo ’b'-‘)‘ < I < s %——\
Autumn has arrived, and the time of the harvest moon is ap- J; A =5 1 [ i < %, é; J): o
proaching. Autumn has arrived, and the time of the harvest moon R ; % Iz ;:L\‘ e T H F)\ z
is approaching, so we shall visit Mount Obasute. / we shall hasten D L = Nz L‘-‘)‘ % i’; 3 . .
forth to Mount Obasute. ﬂ]’ 7= L E < ) i)i q: ':lj
/ o % L& D ° 5 5 1
Man I am a man living in Kyoto. Since I have never had the chance 5 S Tj H < g B
— B 1111 B BD
to enjoy viewing the moon from Sarashina, I made up my mind 1z F 1 7 H L < £
to hasten forth to Mount Obasute to enjoy moon-viewing there =S g 7 D & 7 7 H H
this autumn. / I am a man from Shinobu, Mutsu Province. I have < iz Z % A <, i) D ZZ
been staying in Kyoto for many years and visited temples, historic ' Fléﬁ 3/1; £t v & z t HH
sites, and other famous spots within the capital city. As such I I 7‘; 4@: _%. ?7’)) /%: % 0;;
had opportunities to fully enjoy the beauty and elegance of Kyoto 1Z it o b Ik > it
in the four seasons. And now, I am traveling along the Hokuriku o N S ¥ 7 z F
Road. I will stop by Zenko-ji Temple and climb the famous Mount l dk IH N X il & /I;J
Obasute to enjoy viewing the moon, since it is already mid- g-{ \B;_-E BN [ A —~ iz %
autumn. ¥ E % BE o Kl “
hE @ R 2 SI
Man and Attendants (Companions) H % 2’9: | IJ.I i:
After leaving Kyoto, we slept at temporary (travelers’) lodges on » | ji?; :O A N
the road for a while. Bk &% =& D 03 |1ﬁj iz
& F 4 HEN % %
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story

Attendants (Companions)

We slept at temporary (travelers’) lodges on the road for a while.

Man and Attendants (Companions)

Man

After spending days on the road and staying at inns one after
another, we have arrived at Mount Obasute in this famous region
of Sarashina. We have arrived at Mount Obasute.

As we made haste, we have already arrived at Mount Obasute. We
would like to calmly gaze upon the view. [Some schools include
these phrases]

Attendants (Companions)

Yes, certainly. [Some schools include this phrase]

2. A Woman Appears and Talks to the Man

A middle-aged woman appears and talks to the man from Kyoto, telling

him that the moon tonight should be extremely beautiful. When the man

asks about the place associated with the legend of an old woman being

abandoned, she recites a poem composed by the abandoned old woman and

points to a place behind a katsura tree (Cercidiphyllum japonicum) as her

grave.

Man

Now arriving at Mount Obasute, the summit of the mountain is
flat, and no clouds block our view of the vast expanse of the sky.
The nighttime scenery extends to the farthest ends of the earth
under the pure, bright light of the moon will be very exquisite.
Well, let’s take some rest here and enjoy the view of the moon
tonight. / Climbing this mountain, the vast expanse of the sky
seems closer and we can expect to see a very beautiful moon. My
heart flutters with the expectation of seeing the moon tonight.
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story
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How elegant. We shall watch the moon here tonight and bring the
story back home with us.
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Woman Excuse me. What are you travelers discussing? / Excuse me. Why

V’zl-—{%%
=

are you travelers resting on this mountain?

[

=
120 S H S TP

Man Oh, yes. I am a man from Kyoto, visiting here for the first time.

M
/

And where are you from? / How strange. A woman appears from
the middle of nowhere in this place without trees or bushes to

RY B

hide behind and not even a path. Now she speaks to me. May I ask

/|

9SSR A BT
BN 30N\ ekl

s
e

who you are?

Woman Iam alocal person / woman living in the village of Sarashina.

NE7

Tonight is the famous / special night of the harvest moon. The

<
1%

IS NS EWMCFEAT T AT
F

evening sky above us who anxiously awaits the rise of the harvest

o

moon is shining brightly and clearly into all of its corners. / When
we look at the sky while waiting for the sunset on the evening of

M CTAEI TS ) BE [ SERIA N

RSSO AN ATt

the harvest moon, there are no clouds and glow of the setting sun
illuminates the entire sky. Every corner of the sky is clear. The

TMRFTOP AR\ REEAESRES (G

view of the moon tonight should be extremely elegant.
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Man So you are from this Sarashina region / the local village. In that ;E t /
case, I'd like to ask you about the rumor of an old woman who was Ej; Ci\ %ﬁ
abandoned somewhere in this area. Where is the place? % X o
2 z i o
Woman O, you are asking me about the place where an old woman died = o Tk <
(where an old woman was abandoned) on Mount Obasute. I do 3/;.1 L D 5] &‘
not think it will be pleasant for you to hear about that matter. The gg:‘ ] EL JE 7%-\
death site of the woman who wrote the poem, “Nothing can ease %‘ 2 E LZ: A 72C -
. . 7 —
my saddened heart, here in Sarashina, when I look up the moon H & = X » L D
shining over Mount Obasute” is located here behind the katsura Z % L ° L . = *
tree growing on the small mound over there. / behind the katsura = T S A 3‘:‘5 *
tree over there. There lies the grave of the abandoned old woman. < H L | H & e Z
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story % Z/Z iﬁ 3 % ﬁg £ 0
/ #B / #B /
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Man Well, then, the grave of the woman who was abandoned and left
to die must be around this tree. / Well, then, the woman who was =i gg % z H H z HoXx ¥ Zl;*;
abandoned and left to die by this tree. / Well, then, the woman L e Z D Ly B D > T T AN B
who long ago was abandoned and left to die by this tree. 'R & ‘/4:1\ At [ n ES n U ° D ”;l
. . . D z > iy Z Z
W It (Sh t h ken into the earth in that t. Th 3 N %
oman ( ) e? must have su.n en into the earth in that very spo is D i L > N 35 HH ) 2O
world is such a transient place that today, Hh 2 7 N 5 < Iz NS N
(A z 2 Lo 3o @ A
Man she is little more than an ancient story. Her % et L Z S ES b /S B & & 13
i D =y e V> ;3 1 =l b 5
P iR X % z S < b I 5 &
v Worrfl:;in s of earthly attachments must remain here, lingering still ’ < b {E‘[ O) i L 0:{ i fn D IZ
g y , lingering still. r)‘ L 7 Z ¥ I 7 2
5 %2 2w 2T I
Woman / Man Z =l 9 A A D B Zz v O
Even after her death, this very place has an indescribably D Z ’ 02 - A P DY %
S A 2 D AN
Man / Woman ? v E Lg’ ji % ;j): éﬁ;}
cold feeling of desolation and loneliness. Traversing this field 3 ) At Oj): D
D I = moR D
Woman / Man fLiN & 12 D & );21
are winds so cold that I am chilled to the bone ”SD < T w»
Z B ox T H 5
Iz D 5 9
Man / Woman > n o3 5 ~
and keenly sense the melancholy of autumn. L 7 > I 2
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story ES % X

£
b3y E°8
Group of Reciters B %
Even now, after so much time has passed, nothing can comfort Dz O 7 % x & ﬁ%\; A N Ak — o W
her heart in Sarashina. Nothing can comfort her heart in 509 > D R D s ; #B MOH ﬁ;ﬁ; fd_”
Sarashina, this evening on Mount Obasute, where only the pine Rz T 1 1 S 7 % g A o R
needles and leaves of katsura trees are evergreen and the other DY [ % u\: i 7%? = B3 fi
. R m XL Dk . 2 = L L @ %
trees have already started to change color. Mount Hitoe has been b N wo° ¥ < S ~ woTE 4T
dyed crimson with maple leaves, a dense fog fills the area, a gusty N 1 ya L 3 5 E b ;_; il ?? o
wind blows, and there are no clouds in the sky. How desolate, WD £ i 7~ D> HH L\ % D P o
indeed, is the scene on this mountain. How desolate, indeed, is the i Vil © %i X ° 5 715/) & L = ¥ I T
scene on this mountain. _OI) TS El ol)g ) ﬂé < 3 < % b\ bi\ S
a N e sy > N
Eﬁ D ‘b % &k—\ 6 N 'f{ﬁ ;ﬁ Z y T/\ .
% T 5 g0 Z X Z= TN L)
z ¥ NS £ AT Z TR
3. The Woman Promises to See the Man Again and Vanishes % 1 H ‘3‘ 1 D B% H zlg ;\?) ﬁé 5:[_1-
L o° W2 XS fg, i 4D
For a while the woman has a conversation with the man from Kyoto. She < = % D g {Z>_ 5 Iz z Zf )
promises to come back when the moon rises and perform songs and dances ég_ 1 }E = 75; e g:g b I j‘—
to entertain him. She then reveals that she is indeed the abandoned old ‘&L‘)‘ E 3) é ‘(‘\ / > }E e < ﬁ g
woman and disappears behind a tree. V) N L LE;‘ B X j/I: il L = 7
SN b g & T PRNESE. BB
Woman  Where are you from, traveler? / Where did you come from and L 3 <y At D =) I =g % BH
where are you traveling to? % - zg‘\ < H g % é‘ § ;b) B
D H D 5 i < D
. : SE| % I3 7 Yo N
Man As mentioned earlier, I am from Kyoto and have come here for the 3 D > N & N % o R S
first time as I heard stories about how beautiful the moon looks ° H 7 L il » B 1/ B %
in Sarashina. / I am from Kyoto. This is a famous place for moon A D i‘g V) t, L = ?)) Bt
viewing and since it is the harvest moon tonight, I came all the [ﬁE S A ‘< 5 < %\ 7,( 1))
way here for this rare opportunity to enjoy moon viewing. E- j; % 7 7%) ) Iz % é’_
—
z 2w A » BT
Woman O, so you are from Kyoto. In that case, I will come back when Iz % < £ J): % ] 3
the moon rises in the evening to relieve you travelers’ boredom by 3k H z = ) ) VAo
singing songs and performing dances. < & Z N é 2 e‘ >
~ B ~ B = VAR E
5 99 U VooE
lﬁ_ﬁ S % 1'T > o N *4
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story it z ﬁ\ﬁ 2z % E28 ﬁl\z

Man Oh, will you sing and dance at night to relieve our boredom? May
I ask who you are? / May I ask where are you from? L Lz oz fifi % B X A 1 i
i oo ¥ D x < I3 et
Woman Iam actually from here in Sarashina. D %i 12 R D __ﬁ%_ b L N =z N
AnEs T omoov gk

: 2 T & B Y, I3 E
Man Then, where do you live now?

PN 5 Hi D 7z i & o
o ‘ i oo g B B B ®
Woman I reside on this mountain, N < D N b D Vil ﬁ
7> A5 Z 5 # T %
Man the famous ‘cj?i B D 5 T SRS
5 e [l I £ NS
Woman Mount Obasute. I am 3:‘ 2: 2 2’
9 L k
Reciters  indeed the well-known old woman who was abandoned here. I \z ) B
feel ashamed to tell you who I am. I feel ashamed to reveal that I A A A
am the abandoned old woman. I was abandoned here many years b
ago, resided alone on this mountain, and tried to clear my mind %

of the dark ignorance of attachments whenever I saw the pure
harvest moon each autumn. I therefore came here tonight as well.

RSN
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So saying, at dusk she disappears behind the trunk of a tree. She
vanishes into thin air. El
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story g ﬁ\ﬁ 2 % kil J;L % % jlgl: >_,< % % 2
- A & A X#z o S oaw
= = N >
4. A Local Man Appears and Recounts the Legend of an Abandoned % & L9 3 o9 izl @ =
: PP g & f% Xf % lbjil 2> M iz %E LEE it
Old Woman A A - Bk < X I = D 1))
BB E Rk ) S T CONN &
~ 7 > -
A man living in the village of Sarashina appears. He answers the questions of n n ? D\ % ﬁ':j % { &= —» 2N
3 S
the man from Kyoto and tells him the legend of the abandoned old woman. ?C‘-; \% B B L L { E L 5
After finishing th h i it it} H A fr1 i 2 % n nh
g the story, he suggests that the man from Kyoto stay overnight > 5 n n o - G I W <
in this place and then takes his leave. T < Yo & 5e 3 o < C_kj el i 15
H  H &% L5 o T s
*The contents of this kyogen vary depending on the school and clan. The summary ?‘2 ?2 z” Iz N 7z < 1z ;}/L 2] J: D D
introduced below is one of these. N N D ° - I s —
A st 2 &
A long time ago, a man who was raised by his aunt lived in Sarashina. He 2 i £y ) % %:i % %) 3] B
married, but his wife hated the old aunt and pressured him to abandon N ¢ H E 2 % g ) iz _’é
his aunt. He took the aunt to the mountain by tricking her, telling her that = VA 5 1t = ° T 'L &
a statue of the Buddha had been found on the mountain. He then left her U ViR 2’ L s 7~ ?@% f % %
there. Later on, he regretted his actions and came back to the mountain, é ) < ﬁ EI; % Z)O N
but his aunt had already died and turned into a boulder. Terrified, the man - %E ) %’% ﬁ @—U &
renounced the world and became a monk. Since then, the mountain has been B 13 < PI A £’y
called Mount Obasute (literally, “Abandoning-Old-Woman Mountain”). n H e IE ’)/"li 7;3:\
- My N 2y
s % A TR D 5
z W Lt R -
5. The Old Woman Appears before the Man from Kyoto, Who Is Gaz- S;\ &)\ 4 i ﬁi ﬁ%
ing at the Moon AN VA L\ fl:/i\‘
% % 20 % 2
The night of the harvest moon has arrived. Under the moon shining brightly A % g ~ 1=
in the clear sky, the man from Kyoto enjoys gazing at the moon, which & F ﬁ 7 B0
purifies his mind. Then the old woman, dressed in white robes, appears and )7?: L H < A i%
announces that the woman who was here a while ago has reappeared in the Wk T K < ﬁg
form of an elderly woman. She enjoys moon viewing with the man. %) l‘j L i ‘]E o
a0y T = =5
Iz A =]
Man and Attendants (Companions) L z 1% f% o p)
Nightfall has passed, and the moon th; e %: g 5t peS
Iz b L » A
Attendants (Companions) H S Y <
Nightfall has passed, and the moon
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story

Man and Attendants (Companions)
has already risen. How fascinating! The sky, stretching to the
end of the earth, is completely clear, and the harvest moon is
pure and bright, perfectly and unchangingly. My mind is also
becoming purer. I will gaze at the moon and enjoy reciting poems
throughout the night. “Gazing upon the clear full moon, I imagine
what exists in the heart of an old friend, five thousand miles away.

(A poem by Bai Juyi)”

Old Woman
Oh, how elegant is this time of a year. How elegant is this time of
a year. Autumn will be half over, once this night ends. Thinking
about that, it is not only the moon tonight that makes me
nostalgic. I always wait for the autumn to come, but the harvest
moon this evening is without equal—it is the most perfectly clear,
bright moon that I have ever seen! My heart is filled with emotion
because the sight of this autumn moon on Mount Obasute is quite
refined. My heart beats wildly, I cannot believe that I am seeing
the same moon as in days gone by.

Man How mysterious. Night has already fallen, and under the moon/
In the night, with the moon shining brightly, a woman in white
robes appears. I am uncertain if this is a dream or this is real.

Old Woman
Why do you say that this might be a dream? I am the woman
whom you met earlier this evening. I have appeared in my aged
form, although I am ashamed to appear in this form.

Man Then you are really the woman who came earlier this evening.
Please become my companion in enjoying such a clear, bright
moon tonight. [Some schools include these phrases]
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we lie or sit on flowers, and the dew on the grass wets our sleeves.

"/

g

Old Woman and Man

Becoming more intimate with each other, we enjoy the amuse-

O NB T

ments of nighttime, but at some point, starting to feel very close
to one other... this is only like a dream.

(\‘l;.,

Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story o ﬁ % %‘]\3 g %}E g %)E %
#
Old Woman A
I will enjoy viewing the moon with you tonight, but earthly om % % X Ha =3 H B il fa] N F
attachments still linger in my mind. I am ashamed of myself in 3 1l & b D % H Iz T ES) i =
this aged form. [Some schools include these phrases] ol T ped) - # D Jit A 53 3 &
L & L € & Kk b % F i
Man You have nothing to hide, for this is Obasute IS j/E ﬁ <\ g ﬁ% % % Z l}l %
N v 7 I 2 {E I3 )
Old Woman R A5 %) b ZAS *j( [y ZAS & Ti
Mountain, the dwelling place of the old woman. Xk X gd): lg % e D {7}% %3] g‘ B3
5 H z & P < %
Man Let’s go back to olden times and remember that autumn night. w L T P H z ’ L 1
X ® L L & .
Z i < D 9 W
Old Woman N 7z A [0) ° oL
Making a circle with my moon-viewing companion, ¥ - B ) 1% ¥
< 2 L 5 S
Man flattenin, 5 it & % N
g out the grass on the ground, n B h Z, N
Ol W, 7z il ) LA
oman E’ 75‘: Z B
> L gk
7z S 1;/5%
&
%
o

N
&

Reciters  Just like a golden lace flower that has passed the prime of full
bloom, just like a golden lace flower that has passed the prime
of full bloom, so the old woman, who is wearing wrinkled robes

B ol S o4

dyed by the grass, forgets that long ago in the past, she herself was

WO MAIHC Ao IONERFTKERYTE T OB A ERNSER
IO L TONSIIIHEY T M

AT OH LN OE@E > O ES TS FE (v,

T ESERES (W ,THVTFEIToETA LB
T (v =

v
abandoned here. She has reappeared on this Mount Obasute and -
under the light of the Sarashina moon, shown her face and been N
seen by someone, which is truly shameful. Oh, well, I do not care. g
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T &
Everything that happens in this world is merely a dream. I shall g %
not say anything, and I shall not think thing, for it is better thi pas
y ! y ing .an shall not think an?l ing .OI‘l is better this X B X Ik z H i % 7 73
way. I will just enjoy myself / spend the night praise flowers and > T b n YN % ] B B b
gaze at the moon. A, X l} et N V)O D = » 7
pryp & ) D L n H ﬁ;ﬁ; & Z
i & % = < & H® 1 % 7%
AN ) = 3} %) L = °
6. The Old Woman Lauds the Moonlit Scenery and Performs A Al e 2 ) D Z il D = ,>)
Dance 5'5 L D 733 H n oz H L *
D7 1A s D 3 P 2 . »
The old woman refers to an ancient Chinese story” in lauding this evening’s b/ Bk 5 1/% x - = i3
moonlit scenery of Mount Obasute. She tells a Buddhist story associated EI? Z’)i gf% iR ); {‘I Z T &) = 75:
with the moon and performs a dance. p 7% - K 75:\ # A
g ox 2 Kz 5 >
o 4 v o i <
Reciters  There is a story of an ancient man who, carried away by his % i 7w %TZ H L n Z
interest in the moon, went to visit his friend. But he lost interest 3} n ,0) > A H 7 D D
and returned home before meeting with the friend. That must D - il M % D P /4 77
have been a night with a sky like tonight I % Z ) 2 ‘]>: ) =+ 3
g y ght. 7 ?DE i H < ) * o
Y ()3 % ¢ D §) AN i V)
Old Woman = N z 7z i 5| °
There are many places famous for a beautiful view of the moon. 3 ]| D D = S -
One of them is here in Sarashina X (63 % 5t < f{ v
5 £ R G- 2 1t
eciters on Mount Obasute, where the full moon emits its pure, bright n N >z 8 %
light as it gradually leaves the edge of the mountains. This view is 1%)'] < z é l}: <
outstanding. by L() b N H
i & 2 9 H %
Old Woman — é 70 Jit e 179
Now, various buddhas have made the vow to liberate living be- E X 7:) ;i) ?
ings. 1) = g bH o
E?E s V> % £
Reciters Among those who have made such a vow, there are no superiors -~ 5 o) N 9
or inferiors. Even so, none of them could surpass the brilliant light e IE/) 2 = Ve
of Amida Buddha, who vowed to manifest her excellent compas- % o 73 % "

sion to the world.
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story i é it i it ;%Z
Hi]
It is said that the three sources of light (the sun, moon, and stars) ;CI gﬂ)l
. . . J Ny
proceed to the west in order to encourage and guide all living 5 = H = D H o= W S} B X o Fr o 2
beings toward the Western Pure Land. The moon, especially, as the J\E E ~ veD) ;;) 25 JE = [ L i "C\ L P)\ 29
righthand attendant of Amida Buddha, leads living beings with a 7 1 \é: N IRf Z)O e 4 é <y U & L
karmic connection to her toward the Pure Land. Because she holds D iR L i & il B ; Z 70 S 7]; :C
D ) 3 —~ —
the unsurpassable power to lighten the heavy karma of our wrong- < - 3:- v N @ fl, ?é_ i Z_ﬁ /,Ii, 2 z ;"‘; H %
doing, she is also called Mahasthamaprapta. Flowers sparkle and /\ Ic\ 9 % ST ?)é D EAA E L & o
shine between decorations on the crown of Mahasthamaprapta f’é gD) 7 Niia ¥ Z N J=t 1% ftb T % N El\
Bodhisattva, and mounted on jade platforms on her crown are the 23] ji £ D 7= IZ = & E YD) %"‘ ﬁ% Z A
o - PN N
worlds of the ten directions of the Pure Land, in which stands an %‘! . T H = i ’%i‘ Hh X+ & { o &
= o [ 3 - % =
exquisite pagoda that makes many kinds of splendid music when A g}\ o %OE% 5 % ;;% 70‘)‘ © g} % @ % % g? E
the wind blows through it. The music soothes people’s minds. 7;:1 o g,l% % IRf = ft{;l% 7 A B |30) ¢ B% iy
There, along the shore of a jeweled pond full of lotus flowers N %‘i 1% E = ?{) 1% AR D K F U ]
blooming in different colors are a line of jeweled trees, their flow- 2 I S;; bj_)\, g — 5 E B o Xk \’\
ers scattering down and permeating those worlds with their sweet il j% 2‘ 2 Li\ i jt{ D 1+ o %5 oD it
fragrance. - A D Iz ;SL’, B 2 M o &
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Old Woman <z U _ ﬁ F S DT
The kalavinka bird’s exquisite k = /N D W L 2 & d
<E o D % p Ay LE
Reciters  voice sings wonderfully and is joined by the singing of peacocks i % gﬁ S j;lé SO & 'f\ Z
and parrots as a spontaneous light shines forth, illuminating 0 P O) g 2 h 5 ]
) g WS o i xS
all corners of those worlds. That is why Mahasthamaprapta x I y< SN 2 j) - ) ,0) b
Bodhisattva is also called the Bodhisattva of Unbounded ;g % iz &b 5 ° % £ 7 & b
[lumination. The moon, however, shows its face between clouds, g G Q %o iR 73 it o 4N
at times waxing and at times waning, showing us that in this world, ;3 7}% m L xS ﬁ 7 S NI (3 fih
all things are impermanent and exist in a state of constant change. S D N b BB o B4 D
2 i o : Froy =z >
Old Woman fi 3§ N = z? Tl ?‘_ &i\ ?{ f%? ﬁ ?
I miss the olden days, passing the evening in dancing, my sleeves N % L [l pE 5 h B » X B A
% P < Dk C oA nHgAn
bIE] H ) N o N
Reciters  flapping up toward the moon. [Some schools include this phrase] 1z s \ D S 2 g » 5 F 3
i M % ) XD H DI

* Ancient Chinese story: During the Jin Dynasty in ancient China, Prince Yu went to visit his
friend, Dai Andao, riding on a boat when the night was clear and the moon was beautiful
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Old Woman

Loving the moon and playing with autumn flowers for a few

ASHARE

fleeting moments,

Reciters  for these very short moments—why did I come here to do some-
thing so shallow? I danced and flitted about like a fragile butterfly.

BAROROEE

Old Woman
Dancing so playfully, the sleeves

<
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story Z i Z o Z % %) t ﬁé‘ 'F%\ N
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after a snowfall. However, he turned back at the gate of his friend’s house. When people E ’T.ﬁ BH §§ % DS
asked him the reason, the prince answered, “I went there because I was enticed by the . - % ED% H‘ ~ Gfi
moon, but on the way, I lost interest. Therefore, I had no need to see Andao and returned }?E /\fx g)» )2 ﬁ% 336 b I I j‘ l‘f
home” < = ) N - 5 =
ome o T % i f‘)\ 3 L 03 X .
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A very slow dance performed to the music of a Japanese flute, small and large fgﬂ Hk % E’ b A 7 = T g
hand drums, and a drum. The actor performs this dance quietly, with the N C? % % > N D D\ % I8
dignity of an old woman. = el 7 S 7
& A = n
D E[:/_—E
*f i3 B gj): i I )
7. The Man Leaves at Dawn and the Woman Is Left Behind Alone HJ 1 ek B} o< —_ IE
I 7z i £ D A it
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Eventually, day breaks and the figure of the old woman starts to fade away. % 13 Iz )7 % )
The man and his attendants (companions) descend the mountain. The old L A IS e ¢ & )
woman sees them off and is left behind alone, just as in the past, when she 1z D ) H VS 2’ 7z
was abandoned. 5'5 % H b D\ b
- 0 % Z;fé 2
D [l ) #B L
old \X/oma‘r‘l ‘ . ‘ - D :C 1 A 7
Nothing can ease my saddened heart, here in Sarashina, 2 H%\ Z;O D %0
) o
Reciters  when I look up the moon shining over Mount Obasute, when I A 17T =
look up the moon shining over Mount Obasute” %i I %
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman) Story

Reciters  should flutter and flap, flutter and flap.

Old Woman
Flutter and flap me back to the autumn of my days gone by.

Reciters Remembering an autumn long ago, I am also reminded of my
earthly attachments, which I could not bring under control. This
evening, the autumn wind chills me to the bone. I am still at-
tached to my bygone days and long for the time that I lived in this
world. While reminiscing about the autumn and friends in this
world, dawn has come. Soon day will break. My figure is fading
and the traveler is leaving. At this ancient site,

Old Woman
left all alone, is the abandoned old woman.

Reciters  Just as she was long ago, once again she has been left behind and
abandoned. This is Mount Obasute. This is Mount Obasute.
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Obasute (The Abandoned Old Woman)
Synopsis

One autumn, a man living in Kyoto happened to get
the idea to go to Sarashina in Shinano Province, which is
famous for its view of the beautiful moon. With his attendants
(companions), he climbs Mount Obasute on the day of the
harvest moon. He has reached the flat summit of the mountain
and is waiting for the moon to rise, when a middle-aged woman
approaches the man and speaks to him. The woman introduces
herself as a local of the Sarashina region and mentions that the
moon tonight will shine even more beautifully and brightly
than usual. The man from Kyoto asks the woman about the
location in which, according to rumor, an old woman was
abandoned and left to die. The woman tells him the story
of an old woman, abandoned on this mountain, who recited
this poem: “Nothing can ease my saddened heart, here in
Sarashina, when I look up the moon shining over Mount
Obasute [literally, “Abandoning-Old-Woman Mountain].”
She then points to her grave. Now more than ever, the lonely,
desolate atmosphere of the place suggests the lingering earthly
attachments of the old woman. At this point, the woman says
that she will appear later that night, along with the moon, to
entertain the man with her songs and dancing. She then reveals
that she is indeed the old woman who was abandoned on this
mountain and disappears behind a tree. [Interlude]

After the old woman vanishes into thin air, a local man
from Sarashina appears and recounts in detail the legend of
the abandoned woman to the man from Kyoto. He suggests
that the man stay there overnight. Eventually night falls, and
the moon shines brightly in the crisp, clear sky. While the man
from Kyoto is enjoying the view of the moon, the ghost of the
old woman in white robes appears. She lauds the beauty of the
moon in this place and narrates a Buddhist story associated
with the moon. While she pines for bygone days and performs
a dance, day starts to break. The man leaves the mountain
and the old woman, having seen him off, is left alone again,
just as in olden times when she was abandoned to die on the
mountain.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

Among the “old women” plays that require advanced skills
to perform, this Obasute, along with Higaki and Sekidera
Komachi, are called the Three Old Women pieces. They are
considered to be the most advanced, esoteric pieces among all
Noh dramas and therefore, they are hardly ever performed.
Actors are permitted to perform Obasute at an earlier stage
in their Noh career compared to other two pieces, which
generates more opportunities to see it performed.

The composition of Obasute is believed to be have been
inspired by a poem in Kokin Wakashii (Collection of Japanese
Poems of Ancient and Modern Times), “Nothing can ease
my saddened heart, here in Sarashina, when I look up the
moon shining over Mount Obasute,” as well as the legend
of the abandoned old woman that has been passed down in
the Sarashina region in Shinano Province. The legend of
abandoning an old woman appears in ancient story books, such
as Yamato Monogatari (Tales of Yamato), Konjaku Monogatari
(Anthology of Tales from the Past), and Toshiyori Zuino
(The Poetic Genius of Toshiyori). In Yamato Monogatari and
Konjaku Monogatari, a man who was pressured by his wife
abandons his aged aunt, whom he looked up to as his mother,
in the mountains. However, he regrets his action, returns to
takes her back with him, and writes a poem about it. Toshiyori
Zuino includes a story of an elderly woman, who had adopted
her niece, being abandoned in the mountains and composing a
poem there. It is not clear in this story whether the niece ends
up taking the old woman back home with her. In this Noh play,
the old woman writes a poem about her feeling and passes away
on the mountain.

Although Ai Kyogen relates the tragic legend of how the
old woman was abandoned to die, that story serves merely as
the backdrop of this play. The highlight of this piece comes
in the second half of the drama: the unworldly night scene
created by the pure, calm solitude of the mysterious old
woman, appearing like a nymph of the moon on the mountain
illuminated by the bright light of the harvest moon.

Lengthy explanations are probably unnecessary to enjoy
this esoteric piece of drama, which only an extremely limited
number of actors are allowed to perform. We hope you
immerse yourself in the world of Obasute and enjoy the best of
best performances.
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Schools
Category

Author
Subject

Season
Scene

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of Scenes
Length

All five. The title is written #£3& (in Chinese characters) in the Kanze, Hosho, and
Kongoh schools, while it is writtenf&##% in the Komparu and Kita schools.
The Third Group Noh, Réjo-mono.

Zeami

Kokin Wakasha (Collection of Japanese Poems of Ancient and Modern Times),
Yamato Monogatari (Tales of Yamato), Konjaku Monogatari (Anthology of Tales
from the Past), and Toshiyori Zuiné (The Poetic Genius of Toshiyori), etc.
Autumn, on the day of the harvest moon (August 15 in the lunar calendar)
Mount Obasute in Shinano Province

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Wakitsure
Ai

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Waki

Wakitsure
Ai

Two

Local woman

Old woman

Man from Kyoto

Attendants (or Companions) (two)
Local man

Fukai, Shakumi, Réjo
Réjo, Uba, Yase-onna

Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori-ironashi (a
short-sleeved outer kimono worn by female characters, with

no scarlet in the pattern), kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved
kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the costume of a female
character), and a fan.

Ubakatsura (a wig for an old woman'’s character), kazura-obi,
choken (an unlined, long-sleeved elegant garment worn by
dancing female characters), kitsuke / surihaku, hakama in
okuchi-style (scarlet or white), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan [and
holding a cane].

Tops and bottoms of su6 (a long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono
with matching top and bottom worn by male characters),
kitsuke / dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with very wide
stripes, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male
characters of lesser standing), [hakama in 6kuchi-style], a small
sword, [a sedge rain hat], and a fan. Alternatively, kake-sué (tops
of suo), kitsuke / dan-noshime, hakama in 6kuchi-style, a small
sword, a sedge rain hat, and a fan.

Same as Waki.

Kyogen-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono for
kyogen-kata), kitsuke / dan-noshime, a small sword, and a fan.

About two hours

https://www.the-noh.com
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.

ATEFZMERICHIc> T EICTROXMZSRLTWET,

VEREAAE (555 %) ERGRARRE BPAER

THAGEXFSE 33 FRihE (—)1 NLBAK - EBEERM - ERE—EBENE - 3R /P
THERT I HEHEE—& RAE

TRERN\Y R T vy PFHEEZEE IWRAR =42

Tie - EER AEHEM - PHRBEEE Tt

EMEE

- 15 -

https://www.the-noh.com



