His Imperial Majesty.
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1. Imperial Official Makes an Announcement of the Party to Be Held e g OE = =4 % om = I
at Shinsen-en i W ¢ A 1 2 X o B )
Z o - < <
7 < ° 5 X 5 nf g5 =
An imperial official (ai) in the service of Emperor Daigo appears on the stage. { m > o L 3 Z = 2
He lauds the peaceful reign of the emperor and makes an announcement E #® — < D A )
N . 7? N S E <\:_
that the emperor will visit the garden of Shinsen-en to hold a party. He walks )] IS 3 i < F i z
around announcing the news to everyone, calling their attention to the it ‘:}: 5= c = A h 5
¢ = El &
emperor’s visit. » 'l_/‘ / T :Jf z I =] T
o I fie < i o & % EX
[Kyogen-kuchiake (Opening by Kyogen-kata)) N @ & N NS
Ai-kyogen appears on the stage first and narrates a prologue to begin the F = ’,; i% & ViR
story. This is called kyogen kuchiake. Z A ¥ iy ( o
t 4 2 b o
iz ?) 1% B¢ = L
N C : -
2. Emperor Visits Shinsen-en with His Ministers and Entourage iﬁ /’% 5 ES Z e
¢ : ) 5 %
The emperor (shite), riding in a palanquin, goes to Shinsen-en to host a party B 5 fF: %‘ Cl: %
of enjoying the evening cool, accompanied by his chamberlain (waki) and ) :C) ’?‘ 02 fffl]
ministers / attendants (waki-tsure). S:- il ° g 1;;
2 Iz Z O
Chamberlain (Waki), Ministers (Waki-tsure), and Palanquin Carriers (Waki- N ﬁ n firde 2
tsure, Bit Players) [some schools include Kokata] D D % n 3
The skies over Kyoto shine brightly, thanks to the benevolence of 72 - H
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In autumn, he goes out in search of maple leaves turned crimson

Sagi (The Heron) Story ? %é ? %g %g %g ,'Eg ?E(
[ S 4 ® o= Y ‘ /
A 5 A 5 =) 5 L 3
Minister / Chamberlain, Minister and Palanquin Carriers / / / / / 7?_ A
The proof that we live in the reign of a sagacious sovereign is 3 % 1l N é H Tk % 5 g I %
found in every aspect of this country being governed smoothly. = n Sl A i H Iz T Iz 4 X E
His Imperial Majesty even provides us with parties and entertain- ) 5 D D H Zz [ 2 TS 7 ? =
ment appropriate to all four seasons. We are truly grateful for His L E; Ihf 1@‘ i I 1t m\’ B 722 5
Majesty’s kind consideration. o 5 b i el ﬂj !%‘ cji A 13
IR B4 S Iz e 4
I ) Ef (E6) o] &
Emperor (Tsure or Kokata) /| Chamberlain / Ministers and Palanquin T 58 s - H Ef_i
Carriers H 3 fi& < S =]
¥ -
In spring, h % %) rﬂ: e
2 E nooo® %
g o ER
Ministers, Palanquin Carriers / Chamberlain 7 S 3;1‘ b\
he goes to enjoy the cherry blossoms as they bloom in different :éﬁ 02
locations. ;;)@ g
Emperor / Chamberlain / Ministers and Palanquin Carriers 0:\ g
)

SOV TS eIl

1S
by the drizzling rain.
E
Ministers, Palanquin Carriers / Chamberlain A
After several days have passed with the snow piling up, he goes on 7:
a snow-viewing excursion. &‘
%
Emperor / Chamberlain / Ministers and Palanquin Carriers D
In this calm and peaceful era, hot days and cold days arrive S

appropriately in the right season, at the right time.

Ministers, Palanquin Carriers / Chamberlain
Therefore, His Imperial Majesty’s excursions

Emperor / Chamberlain / Chamberlain, Ministers and Palanquin Carriers
always happen at the appropriate time.
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Sagi (The Heron) Story

Chamberlain, Ministers, Palanquin Carriers
Now it is the height of summer, so His Imperial Majesty goes out
to enjoy the evening cool.

Ministers, Palanquin Carriers
Now it is the height of summer, so His Imperial Majesty goes out

to enjoy the evening cool.

Chamberlain, Ministers, Palanquin Carriers

By the side of the road, on this side of the pine tree, throngs of
people, thick as grass, have come out to catch a glimpse of His
Imperial Majesty. Who will make a path through them, like
stomping down grass? Nothing would prevent His Imperial
Majesty’s carriage on such an auspicious excursion, and it runs
lightly along a smooth, flat road. He has arrived at one of his
imperial palaces, Shinsen-en. He has arrived at Shinsen-en.

3. The Emperor Enjoys the Evening View at Shinsen-en

In the evening, the emperor enjoys viewing the garden of Shinsen-en, where
a heron is playing in the pond. He cites poems for entertainment.

Emperor How splendid! There is a sandbar in the pond, gently washed by
waves, that reminds me of the view of Lake Biwa.

A poem says, “The threefold world expands endlessly before my
eyes, / Removing, from the bottom of my heart, / The Twelve
Causes and Conditions”” (“As the universe unfolds before my eyes,
it makes me completely forget my karma.”) This is a truly refined
scene, just like the one described in the poem.

Group Reciters
A pine tree stands on the shore of the pond, where a heron
alights. “An old pine stands on the shore, where a heron is playing.
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Sagi (The Heron) Story i é i %
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I feel like I am outside of Kyoto.” Just as described in this poem, D
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this view is atypical in Kyoto. Truly, it is a rare and pleasant 2 % | 3 H w ¥ 2 iz 9
sight. Perhaps it would be amusing to put three boats on the < D Hi VD Z = D A -
pond, one for writing poems, one for singing songs, and one for ES it e ") h = 7z Z 7
playing musical instruments. Or perhaps it would be wonderful ZAS 1 B % \C 7]3 ) S_ 0) #
if, while beautiful music played, we had a “meandering stream” :Ci § g > Jg T\ 5‘) g{?‘ g; %
party, in which we enjoy composing poems and drinking sake @ H g o & it L @
wine from cups sent floating down a stream from the pond. Look L ° iRy A D S5 f’%
at the moon on the water. It looks like a cup floating on such a 7 »n = oo 2
meandering stream. How delightful! The view over the pond is bl = @ T b i
truly splendid! o} = 3 % L 2
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4. The Chamberlain, On Imperial Order, Captures the Heron

Amused by the heron playing around the pond, the emperor commands his
chamberlain to catch it. The chamberlain has a difficult time capturing the

T USRS
am

bird, which is able to escape to the freedom of the sky. He then tells the heron
to obey the emperor’s order and succeeds in laying hold of the bird, which

LM A oS SE

N T (S TES N T FEO2R A ovs ot i< ek

has settled down. The chamberlain goes to show the heron to the emperor,

FUAMIORE TR OO AN T C O E

A O O & ERE
AJETSE SITFIIBIOA &F T e NIREINF ), TTYF S

WS IN HIZCHE | TIFNAAPHS ST\ SFIZCE TN

and the people witnessing the scene are deeply impressed that the majesty Y 2 iy Iz
and virtue of the emperor could even persuade a bird to obey. o % L8 2
i o Bl L
Emperor Is anyone available? g 6\:_ 9) é %
& % 2 7 H
Minister At your command, Your Majesty. 2 + D
R 2 O
Emperor There is a heron playing on the sandbar that projects into the 6\ ° [<’ W Zi)j‘ é:) 7%
pond. It is quite interesting to watch. Tell whoever is available to > PN 2 A j:' v
catch the bird and bring it to me. / Tell the chamberlain to catch 2 - z 5 9 ° 5
the bird and bring it to me. / Catch the bird and bring it to me. * > d%o T 4
A ] y 1L E 50
< Z S RS
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Sagi (The Heron) Story o I;\iﬁ é % ?E( }iﬁ é
Minister Yes, certainly.
R OH H R z W &z fip Iz R 7>
Hello, chamberlain. His Imperial Majesty enjoys watching the T v _02 9 D P 7= X n H L
heron on the sandbar and commands you to catch it and bring it b "C\ % JX 2 58 i%; 3;) LE- fé;fp 2 ;?; ;
to him. T ) A Vo4 V5 > 2 3 )
b H 7 2 I z Z < A z h
Chamberlain o A < [ T - X b T Ji ES
amberam o ' A %z h D B K A L
I will do as His Majesty commands. ° 3 M Iz x Lj: ) J:\ 7":0
z T & vy L D S ES
However, being a bird with wings, the heron can fly away at will, n T D\ VC\ < T~ H j; Gitd
so how can I catch it... I am hesitant to try. :g 0;1’) " Lf\\ 1T %
= Iz
. , ot M - T 2)
Minister No, no, not to worry. For everywhere under the heavens is the i K o < ~ M
imperial realm, reigned over by this emperor. 0) 9 & ?{)\ 2 5
& % 0
Chamberlain BN 5 ngi w =
— -
Keeping this in mind, 17 7 }Eﬁ NS 5] z
5ot % A > ]
Minister Slowly and surel e 0 & 2 5 5
inister Slowly and surely, I 3 % =2 V)
E @J &
Chamberlain B, AN L + A A
I move forward, hidden by the thick reeds. < ;i fi g 0“-\ lé'
£ 5 \
t % & S
Reciters  Eying the target and stealthily approaching the heron, he tries ,Q g - z D n
to catch it from behind some boulders. However, the surprised g X A A cl: N
heron flies up into the sky, its flapping wings kicking up a breeze. Y4 o » ‘2 ]’iﬁ
There is nothing the chamberlain can do but look up at the heron. P <\ - t A
Even so, he looks in the direction that the heron is flying, runs / A - gz 7- ;E
walks toward it and says, “Listen to me well! This is an imperial & % i’ ES) ;L
command! This is an imperial command!” Then the heron flies k)\ z N D L
back to the place it was before, folds its wings, and bows down - ¥ E 7?) B
to the ground. The chamberlain gently cradles the heron in his X 2w : fir
arms and brings it to show the emperor. Everyone witnessing this ¢ < % N L
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Sagi (The Heron) Story % o A
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scene is deeply moved and says, “What a blessing is the majesty = %

9

and virtue of His Imperial Majesty. How wonderful that he is

=N
by

so reliable!” The teaching of the Buddha has spread everywhere

g
i

e T (T CEE ST SO EEE S H
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throughout the land and the emperor rightly governs the country

in this As era. The evidence of this is that even a bird flying in

[REmN

the sky has alit on the ground, just as the emperor has wished.
How wonderful that even a bird obeys the order of His Imperial

BO > Al el
AT

Majesty. How wonderful that even a bird obeys the order of His

<
e

Imperial Majesty.
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5. A Title of Fifth Rank Peerage is Conferred upon the Heron, Who
Performs A Dance

&
BOFH ,ASAT ST Al 2

N
e

The sake-drinking party begins to sizzle, flamed by the people who are

CNHERMA S RADEIHTEOE
BASERE ESIE A § RIS
R
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deeply moved. The emperor is quite pleased and confers the title of fifth rank

s
I
N

peerage on the chamberlain and the heron. The heron dances happily.

3

Reciters  The people, who feel grateful to receive such blessings from the

emperor, are even more excited. The auspicious atmosphere

WU (T S OSTEN TS

becomes even more festive, as everyone offers each other drinks
and they sing and dance. His Imperial Majesty is highly pleased
and calls for the chamberlain in order to confer upon him a

SEFEECERMEATOANCHEEWT o) SO IRER

OSRHACISTE ,SHFTINGWREFM\EE ,SuUECR >t »vovE

noble title / rank. He also confers upon the heron the title of fifth

e

rank. Then the heron starts to dance, as it is so delighted to have
received a noble title.

Heron (Shite)

The heron on the sandbar obeys the imperial command and folds
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its wings,

CEEIS (1 I CEN TS ADHE NS ADPHEIOH I

~—
i

,Cﬁ“'/\%‘@@n Q‘}“ﬂ)&&',&%_l ,ﬁ/ﬁ'E}En S \
EANTUTRIWE T AN FOCTAEAIERE  ATASHTIES e

Ny

7

RE A ST SIS I e A RS
EWOMEY oo et T ordEXI D & OBk

RO IR > B

aﬁ 1”41(\_‘(

S

BESR— LY A < thag‘%cnm -6 - http:// www.the-noh.com



H

i

Sagi (The Heron) Story
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Reciters and even the pine tree standing on the shore looks as though it is & EL
enjoying the august reign of the emperor. %1—,'% =
DY

NOlsite!
5

S A WS HATEN) (i A YEHSETIACHHeU SEHSRT

SANCH L EEroel Sy 9ACE A
B ST OCHASS LIRS ((oF

[Dance (Sagi-midare)]
Music played by a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum

S ) iy ST
<

is performed to accompany the dance. This is a unique dance that describes

various movements characteristic of a heron.
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6. The Heron Is Released and Flies Away

&
ANGAVHGH SUHZFTH

s

After enjoying the playful dance of the heron, the emperor orders it to be
released. The heron happily flies up into the sky, vanishing into space.

O R PEN (T DS (¢ 5T >

P
1%

Heron “So wonderful are the blessings of His Imperial Majesty’s reign,

Reciters  so wonderful are the blessings of His Imperial Majesty’s reign,

UROE [ TF ASONTATI N

which spread to every corner of his realm, that even a bird, with

STEHIENT ASCHTITEONMIF [, eFEOY

wings that can at will fly through the air, is drawn to them. It goes
without saying for human beings, but even animals and birds all
receive the blessings of His Imperial Majesty’s majesty and virtue.”
Since the heron has said so, the emperor orders the release of the
bird who has obeyed his imperial command. The chamberlain
informs the heron of this benevolent command from the emperor
and releases it. The heron then happily flies up into the sky. Yes,

the heron happily flies up into the sky and vanishes into space.

A NT S TEIEES A A W EREIT > N oY & 5% > O & H o oY Tk
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Sagi (The Heron)
Synopsis

These events happen on a summer day, during the
era of Emperor Daigo. The emperor is hosting a party
in the royal garden of Shinsen-en in Kyoto, to enjoy the
evening cool. On the sandbar in the pond in the garden, a
white heron is prancing around, while the evening moon,
reflected on the water, looks just like one of the drinking
cups used in a “meandering stream” party. Emperor Daigo
and all of the ministers and officials at the party enjoy
this beautiful sight. Suddenly, an idea comes into the
emperor’s mind and he orders his chamberlain to capture
the heron. At first, the chamberlain is bewildered, because
he is unsure about how he should catch the bird, which
might take to its wings and escape into the sky. However,
he sets his mind on relying upon the majestic authority
of the emperor and sneaks up on the heron from behind
a boulder. The surprised heron flies up into the sky.
However, when the chamberlain talks to the heron and
tells it to obey the imperial command, it returns and lands
on the place it was before, drops its wings, and bows down
on the ground. The heron allows the chamberlain to catch
it. Everyone witnessing this scene praises it as a tribute to
the majesty and virtue of Emperor Daigo. The emperor,
who is extremely pleased, confers a title of fifth-rank
peerage upon the chamberlain and the heron. After the
heron performs an elegant flying dance, it is released upon
orders from the emperor. It happily flies up into the sky,
vanishing into space.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

Although Sagi (The Heron) is a short play with a
rather thin storyline, many characters appear in it and for
Noh actors, it is considered to be an advanced piece. The
scene in this play in which the peerage title of fifth rank
is bestowed upon a heron by the emperor is the origin of
the name, in Japanese, of the black-crowned night heron:
goi-sagi (literally, “fifth rank heron.”)

Traditionally, the role of shite (lead character) in this
play has to be performed exclusively by a juvenile who
has not yet undergone the coming-of-age ceremony or
an elderly man more than sixty years old. Children and
the elderly are considered to be less attached to worldly
desires and closer to the gods and therefore, they are
allowed to perform this role. The lead character performs
the role of the heron without wearing a mask. However,
if the person performing this role is not from one of the
designated age groups, she or he needs to wear a mask,
such as enmei-kaja, in order to eliminate the atmosphere
of worldliness. In this play, Sagi, the pure, sacred nature of
the lead character is valued.

Because the lead character is a bird, it hardly speaks
and for this role, the dance is the main performance.
The lead character performs the dance of sagi-midare,
which contains a series of unique movements depicting
the heron flying and stealthily walking through mud.
The dance depicts the elegance and beauty of the playful
heron and is the highlight of this drama. A midare dance
is also performed in another Noh play, $/46j6, but this sagi-
midare is different from shojo-midare.

All costumes worn by the heron character, including
the crown, are white, which gives the impression of purity
to the audience. This play is only rarely performed. Please
do not miss an opportunity to enjoy its pure, refreshing
atmosphere.

Schools All five

Category The Fourth Group Noh

Author Unknown

Subject Heike Monogatari (The Tale of Heike Clan), Genpei Josui-ki (The Story of the Rise
and Fall of Genji and Heike Clans), etc.

Season Summer (June in the lunar calendar)

Scene Shinsen-en in Kyoto

Tsukurimono A palanquin

Characters Shite Heron

Tsure or Kokata Emperor

Waki Chamberlain

Waki-tsure Ministers [Attendants] (Three to five)

Waki-tsure [Bit Players]  Palanquin carriers (Two)

Ai Imperial Official

Costumes Shite Sagi-kanmuri (crown for a heron character), shiro-tare (a type of
wig made of white hair), shiroji-karaori (a short-sleeved outer
kimono worn by female characters) or shiroaya (silk kimono)
worn in tsubo®ri-style (white), kitsuke / shirohaku (kimono with
embroidery in white) or shiroaya, hakama in 6kuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.

Tsure or Kokata Uikanmuri (the headdress for emperors, nobles, or aged deities),
unlined kariginu-style kimono, kitsuke / nuihaku (a short-sleeved
kimono with embroidery and gold or silver flakes placed on the
fabric), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white) or komi-6kuchi
(underwear-like hakama in okuchi-style), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki Ori-eboshi or samurai-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress for
warriors), kake-hitatare (tops of hitatare-style kimono), kitsuke /
atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male
characters), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a small
sword, and a fan.

Waki-tsure Kazaori-eboshi (an eboshi-style headdress) or hora-eboshi (an
eboshi-style headdress worn by stately characters), chéken (an
unlined, long-sleeved elegant garment worn by dancing female
characters) or awase-kariginu (lined long-sleeved kariginu-style
kimono worn by male characters, especially gods and other
dignified characters), kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki-tsure [Bit Players (Palanquin carriers)]
kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and
afan.

Ai Kanjin-zukin (a type of headdress), atsuita, sobatsugi (lined
happi-style kimono worn by warriors or Chinese characters),
kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama trousers, tucking the
bottoms up at the knee with strings), a pair of gaiters, a small
sword, and a fan.

Number of Scenes One

Length About 1 hour
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