— * | ELe
= A st:%': 7‘5 P
7 T D
Story % é[: PN E 5 I v
: Ky D &
EH s
. . i different == . % %
highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to differ E['%a i)) EI © % 32% ié; E lz?i ﬁf%:' % b% E ‘; fg —
*Sections hig L H H HE I TH > &
schools. i o 3’3 X O F ok z j;—’ % ~ > UL
BE A2 Ko fie & <
i-bo Comes to Japan 4 7 1 2 = AR+ s JE = =
1. The Chinese Tengu Zegai-bo X % C ¥ b ﬁ% Jit AQEPAS g ﬁ 7 N /
) . . cessfully T, D b '; v A7 D A = Y = =
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Zegai Story

O, it seems dawn breaks now at the land of flying dragons
(another name for ancient Japan). The rising sun points me in the
direction of the land of the gods, Japan. Yes, I can see that there
lies Japan, the land of the gods.

2. Zegai-bo Works out a Plot with Tar6-bo at Mount Atago

Zegai-bo visits Tard-bo, the tengu residing on Mount Atago, and reveals his
plan to obstruct the Buddha Dharma in Japan. Agreeing to this plan, Taro-bo
recommends that Zegai-bo target Mount Hiei for his attack. However,
Zegai-bo shows hesitation, thinking it will not be easy for him to win against

the temples in Mount Hiei.

Zegai-bo Since I made haste, I have already arrived in Japan. First of all,
I shall go to the renowned Mount Atago to pay a visit to the
great tengu, Taro-bo. It seems I have already arrived at Mount
Atago. Looking at Mount Atago and its cryptomeria forests, the
mountain is indeed the perfect place for a fengu and his retinue
of followers to live. / Since I hastened forth, I have already arrived
in Japan. Looking at the mountains and cryptomeria forests in
this area, this place is indeed perfectly suitable for us tengu and
our retinues of followers. First I intend to go to renowned Mount
Atago to pay a visit to the lair of the great tengu, Taro-bo. / Since
I made haste, I have already arrived in Japan. Looking at the
mountains and woods of cryptomerias in this area, this is indeed
a place perfectly suitable for us tengu and our retinues of follow-
ers. I am thinking to go to Mount Atago first to pay a visit to the
lair of the great tengu, Taro-bo. / Since I hastened forth, I have
already arrived in Japan. Looking at the mountains and woods of
cryptomerias in this area, this is indeed a place perfectly suitable
for us tengu and our retinues of followers. I will ask the great
tengu Taro-bo to be my guide.
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b5l %31 %31 %31
I will ask his help first. (a few schools include this phrase)
o ‘ cld 2D fhh F I ] ES] N g J?o ES
Hello, hello! Is there anyone here in this dwelling? (a few schools %) %\ Iz T ¥ A B W < B F X VA b g
include this phrase) T K j; S /u %\ A Z A E J# < 2 ES
bzr 2or k2 b @O A 5 B
o . w2 o D kR e - D 2 W
Taro-béo  Who is it? % E S 1A B o o 0 H Lo 5 - Z
o , o ' , R T - - M M= % % Z D L D B
Zegai-bo Iam the leader of Chinese tengu, Zegai-bo. There is something I F Ok O E A I = Vi > - ) 9
would like to discuss with you. I have come all the way from China 5k 5 ~F ) a = 7 ﬁﬁz D =S °
to meet you. e DA\ T E T B E3 D Gt D T N —
» Tk B H - X 79 & ¥y ot T A i
Taro-bo  What a great surprise! Are you the famous Zegai-bo? Please come ;’E ‘a:, /ZZ\) % %6‘ cCL; < 05 ZC ?: j; i 752 @ 1’;%
into my dwelling. = 7; S E b 1 H 5 < }% g;;—
Oh s Etl o moooL ¥ 9
Now, what brings you here today? < & B H D H ) [E3 '(\ 7z Vol %
N E A E kT 2 ) =
Zegai-bo Yes, let me tell you the very reason for my coming here today. In % ; i o % S ’Iig’ b E ; Zé) ES
China, I successfully lured everyone with even a little conceit in 2 j;'g & AR E‘ lS el < 2 Iz IZ@\]
their minds into our evil tengu realm—from those people studying - A% Fgﬁ D E 3 =y Iz ° 7 B
at the Temple of King Ashoka and Qinglong Temple all the way 3 /\< ~ fT D 13 % 2 % i\ > i
to those at the Seat of Wisdom. Now, considering this country, e Z jj Dy > %‘ )%_ 2 j_ @ %)
Japan, it is a small country, but it is the land of the gods. I have 7 & D :% b 7N E:% 2 g‘; % E L
heard that now the Buddha Dharma is flourishing here. This news 7‘;):; %ﬁ {A E%iﬁ 7? 5§ > < E %E ES
I S Z
is somewhat disturbing to me, so I decided to come all the way to %O T 4 FF = ey j;
- 2 Lz 9D 5 HH 3 e iR
Japan. / I heard that now the Buddha Dharma is flourishing here, — D i L b 5 ¢\-; 752 [N L
so I have come to test my supernatural powers against it. / I heard 2 |Z i % 7 PN 503 ES) -
that now the Buddha Dharma is flourishing here, so I have come (NN T 2_\ b 23 ) < )b\ W
all this way to obstruct the Buddha Dharma. / I heard that now L ; 5 > 67 5 % 1% 0 Z
N >
the Buddha Dharma is flourishing here. This news is somewhat < . A 71;\ = ﬁa iﬁ N X e
disturbing to me, so I have come to obstruct the Buddha Dharma. X b ) \1\; E Iz EE V) %
I hope you will decide to join forces with me so that we can fulfill g 2 % i\ MG ;)- g % ° F)\
the highest goal, the original vow of the way of tengu. H b Z ok h %‘ 1
D % N 1= 7‘: N ‘3— N Z
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Zegai Story

Taro-bo  What a commendable objective you have. My country, Japan /
As you said, Japan has been, since the beginning of heaven and
earth, the land of the gods. Therefore, the Buddha Dharma is now
flourishing still here. (A few schools include this phrase) First
of all, there is Mount Hiei, not far from this mountain. It is the
headquarters of the Tendai Sect in Japan and considered to be the
Japanese equivalent of China’s Tiantai Mountain. It is the perfect
target for the attack you are planning.

Zegai-bo That sounds very good—a very good opportunity, indeed! In the
Tendai sect of Buddhism, the Buddha Dharma

Zegai-bo / Taro-bo
is divided into teachings of skillful means and teachings of the
true reality of all things.

Taro-bo / Zegai-bo
It also transmits the innermost principles of the esoteric teach-

ings.

Zegai-bo / Taro-bo
Its adherents study both exoteric and esoteric teachings and
therefore,

Tard-bo / Zegai-bo
if the likes of we tengu

Zegai-bo / Tar6-bo

try to spy on them and make them an easy target—

Tar6-bo / Zegai-bo and Tar6-bo

should we attempt it—
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Group Reciters

that might be a task beyond our capabilities and we might be D o H [, B oz SERS| 548 kI& # F B oM, mg
just like “a praying mantis fighting with its sickles” or “a monkey Z I RO 1= ) I/ N TN i} A = T 9 O @El%
trying to grab the moon** Although I understand that, pride and 2 oo ox @l % ti I Iz X 1z = % ° T D
conceit well up inside me and convince me that I can probably D ii‘ f: =1 & g g 2 ?é)\ \Z_ L oW 7
take advantage of their weaknesses. However, I am concerned Z‘g ¥ 1551 % ?lj)’ f() 5—) ;-é %ILQ E gﬁ = % 7{7/3 7?) N
7on 7N e
about the Great Sage and Immovable Defender, Acalanatha, as /%l: > 1= A T b 3) ) D th EDN D 7 N %1}%
he possesses awesome powers to subjugate evil demons. I have to 5 7~ % N N ° HH D @ HH T N 95
think twice because that deity is there. n < 7D {A 7 E Z W % % *U + H 5 % VN
T fEes om B EaEo 3 )l

First of all, each of the five great deities who defend Buddhism L n i L;,_E ;:;r 7 jt I? C;. g gE % I_]

took different vows. Among them, the merits of Acalanatha’s vow %}; l(,) 7= g j;) ?E = ;{ 751 J%'E Hzg J?‘;E‘ % Ihx]: L
are superior to the others. Acalanatha literally throws himself into HH E ﬁi z 5 0 2; 7;::' IS 05: 5 B[

a fire, enters a state of deep meditation, and completely burns all T & ¥ & 8 Sz ¥ = BH F U

evil demons with a fire that illuminates the whole world. D z RYARE T E3 A T X N * & <
FrERE 5, 20F §2.

o . , H < o 3 o

Zegai-bo Although his outward appearance manifests rage, 7%) - ;é = ;/—l; = g g % B E);E.i 75) D
Reciters  his inner heart is full of profound blessings of compassion for ok 2 = % Lji é ) Tﬁ'; ° ;% ;‘; %& ? 2%
living beings. Completely focusing his mind to demonstrate the n 173 D ¥ T DT S5 D 5
principle of immobility, he lives in the minds of all living beings. é 717\) g - }1 N ? A Iz Z) oz 7
Truly, they are grateful to him. E ?; g)i f‘% 1%% j: l(:) %))j Tg 753 Z)j b\ %)?
R (I TN & T % ENRCRE 2
Having said that, I am still unable to free myself from the realm of T 3 ) 5 5 - % = O > T
transmigration. I can only lament my sad self, submerged in the ES ASRAS 45 ° N B X 2 b
realm of demons. Looking back upon myself, from the distant past 75 5 D & £ L IZ T n 5
until today, I used to pay homage before the buddhas before my v i Lii T DT ;7': ’ A %)\ /)%f\ 1% °
eyes and my ears carefully listened to the teachings of the Buddha. * L‘é }’ZJE % z ;Ii b\ x g: ?g g
Thanks to the merits obtained through these deeds, I managed kD c’é‘ ) 7 e H@ h H D

to avoid falling into the Three Evil Realms.*> However, I turned A& T k A= as % HH < A Z
into a tengu, an evil being and the sworn enemy of the Buddha Howe h B oo D e + 9
Dharma, which is extremely sad. If I do not now lament this, I will Tk Rl bk iy 5 D ¥ » %
never be able to receive the water of the Buddha’s wisdom in the Ih 7% = I % D 3 A T b

future and to escape from the scorching fire of Acalanatha.
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Zegai-bo Is this world a dream or is it reality, or could it be that reality itself 3 3 -] B B o
o .. 2= s e
- . 5 % < a9y RO
Reciters is only a dream? I do not know. How utterly pathetic that I have z N 9 EHD %2 F 5 5 B )
no intention of letting go of such delusions and following the Z Z L = X 5d gﬁ S?Z 572:%: n 7 ok 28]
teachings of the Buddha, but instead would rather holds even /IN L T H g a W 5 A % })\ E
higher self-conceit and try to lure monks and priests into my i J} }’() Hl;'l 2 W LCE %"j\ L\ Zif) il% ;f)J) %n;
realm while waiting for Acalanatha to come and slash me to death e 70 13 2 N s h > RN 3
o - 2 i 2 Bt on £
with his sharp, demon-subjugating sword. % % N ° % % 5 #® % > T 7r >
% % r\Jdli :;& é % o & AR VRY N
*1 Sickles of a Praying Mantis and the Monkey’s Moon: Both are metaphors of someone 7 D3 ﬁ o :% S5 .0 ?E: [ fi ° ﬁ
who tries to get something beyond their capabilities, which brings them to a cata- ? i@ jjj S L D %é ith iz Z 7171
strophic ending. “Sickles of a praying mantis” derives from an ancient story of a praying Y g" %) ?%-)\ N 1% N g i ﬁ% D
mantis using its sickles to fight against a large carriage. The monkey’s moon also refers \& @ Z X ° E i 2 AT cl: %
an old story, this one about a monkey that ending up drowning itself when it tried to ﬁi <\\ ﬁ/L H% ER ﬁ % & 7z % ) h
grab the reflection of the moon floating on the water. S X et Fﬁj 93] B :.; }i < 72 \7)‘5 &
L D TR B2 X H 3k b
*2 Three Evil Realms: The three realms into which fall, after their death, those with evil »( b o - t 5 ;}(\ 3 75) 2\
karma. They are the realm of animals, the realm of hungry spirits, and hells. > 7”;\ L D o ﬁ ] 0 73: < 72
- z 4 L i\\ b\ ﬁ Ic 5)?2 \l N N %ﬁ
% x & B g w B L 2o h
o ®OE
o - , L = & o b B &2 Le T
3. Zegai-bo Decides to Attack Mount Hiei and Departs with Taro-bo o 7C D 2 :E N N
Taro-bo insists that further discussion is merely a waste of time. He urges 5 i & DE' ° g 7(:‘:: g ﬁ:—
z )
Zegai-bo to attack Mount Hiei and offers to guide him to the mountain. % E’L_E id‘f N & Eyjﬂj g
Zegai-bo accepts his offer and heads to Mount Hiei, traveling on a bridge of F < i H _Lé - T 3
louds, and then he di = 2 % o 2
clouds, and then he disappears. - D) < ﬁ_ly z %E)K BQ L
Z > S
& = & % = o
Tar6-bo  Further discussion is just a waste of time. Come on, let’s go! I will Iz ')\ I § /g r & A
show you the way to Mount Hiei. i =T w D 2’)
iy e i % - A 'ﬁ:
# il e g ]
Zegai-bo Now is the time to resolve ourselves to become the enemies IF it N = 2 N 1z W
of the Buddha Dharma. Making such a vow before this Mount % ~ f‘l i 2 B i X
Atago, whose name includes the sound ada (enemy), I depart the L D W Iz ° zS D )
mountain and travel over a bridge of rising clouds. S biE] N B R &
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e & A ~ A By A %]
. . . B # =] IJ_] Be b
Reciters My name is one of great renown. Here is Mount Takao, and to the 5 ~ 58 oo ba Z,
east we see Mount Hiei. ° 2: Z)o ﬁ& H }ﬁ rﬁ ;[cﬁ;k & "E‘é
S - I Yoo s 2 &
s 1= Lo o) HE *ﬁ gk
Zegai-bo Over the top of the cryptomerias in Yokawa, / D aX b it D % [
-/,
> {; Bom W R R F S
Reciters  Ikeep traveling while looking at Mount Nyoi-ga-take to the south. Ch 2 gH CIE {E Lg,’ Zég ;lgj % _H:'IL
While traveling, Zegai-bo and Taro6-bo disappear with storm ~ =8 = 1,5': ) % %‘g‘ g < lﬁ‘
winds, just like the clouds and haze covering Mount Hiei, which is {E‘ S9N 2 # ¥ ) H N
also called Mount Sumeru. They disappear with storm winds. 5 ;T% - 2 o S % N 2 o
% ORI x A H 3 E
» é: u - ~ i
[Interlude] B 55| ; Vil 3 EB :/C - ayA
= %L:)\ AR z= Yo - D
) - =
o n o = B % g P -
i N 2 Y i 2%
4. Temple Messenger Heads to Kyoto with a List** Prepared by the Hiei Abbot < é D + < 3 B = A
% %@!i 5 o, B o iy
A servant working for the abbot residing in Imuro on Mount Hiei appears. il Iz 4 ° N ?- i % i
He announces that the abbot is requested to come to Kyoto to offer prayers, %; 5 F 2 ] S g) N ?,;
as a number of strange incidents have occurred in Kyoto because Zegai-bo ﬁ B 1z i 72\ Jal B o %‘
has come on the attack. He then says that he has left for Kyoto ahead of the g 5 2 i 2 L L \z N
abbot in order to deliver the list of sutras. However, strong gusts of wind, b z/l( AYA g & %) H
which seems to be made by Zegai-bo, have forced the temple messenger to );US‘ B 2 Iz b O A
z -
return to Mount Hiei. ==l 2 < k 0:7 b &
5 5 iH 2
) % D z B
*3 List of sutras: A catalog that records the titles, the number of volumes, and counts of & *5( N 9& ) Hﬁ
recitation of sutras or dharani incantations recited by monks when offering prayers or g{ % %B X Hj §X
conducting a memorial service. ; N E < 7- ﬁ% [_l_]
Gl {/ j’ g o ~
2.
= 5 % 2
. 2
i % & =
3 | fg v
o =
% [F]
lJ l( ) 3 N
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Zegai r = & o it & % =3 M A
_ Story ﬁ Lo ?\( IE iE 709 e I & .
5. Abbot Repels Zegai-bo ;%_ EE ZI 7 75{ g % lf}l—]) 1IEE
D % L S I /B R :
On their way to Kyoto, the abbot and his entourage are attacked by Zegai-bo 7 TR = K H B o» 9 fir *£ H B =
as they descend Mount Hiei. When the abbot recites a prayer to subjugate D % gor gD JE L % 23 R 5t
demons, Acalanatha and other deities appear and help him. The weakened - Pb‘ % D < e S b4 ;i 5 D I b
Zegai-bo is unable to keep flying and disappears into the clouds, saying that 7% - %: %‘ g I{Jﬁ:l[ ”bjlz i]’): @C’ - % ig 7%) g
he will never come back to Japan, which is fiercely defended by the powers of % 5 ) ;’; K3 B £ N 7":0 YT % B
the buddhas and the gods. L g e oK 4 H IN Nk T
T 2 Dok 7 X o AREIND) 2

Entourage of the Abbot iz ) N 71’;) = b Eﬁ D Yy f&

Having received an imperial order, we left our temple on Mount n 4N - A X v i ? ik

Hiei and travel on the path leading to the equally famous imperial % ) < ;L _[% E [;é[ f.l)ﬁ Z)J N %:

Abbot 1 gradually make my way down Mount Hiei. However, how x 7% 1,ZI§ iz 7 T % H H a1

strange. The pine tree over there, J& N é:\ 0% A \é’ 3 i A D %L

2 5 LW kX i< Bl

Reciters  the top of the pine tree is blown by storm winds and bends 325 ; 7 Z,;ﬁ‘; }El‘ N IFl E\: 5% ;CE

weakly. The top of the pine tree is blown by storm winds and D PE O omg N 53 é ] N D

bends weakly. Clouds form and rain starts falling. Mountains, I} g k_\ X » P\S‘\ Iz Y EH 2

rivers, grasses, and trees are all trembling. Lightning illuminates i E 71:’:\ A ﬁ/l: ik _ﬁ% A X L

the sky and thunder rattles the earth, darkening my spirits and E: e - z( 7 72: ﬁ 5 %ﬂ Z

making me lose my nerve. What on earth is going on? What on % L ;L c{?‘ ﬁ’; Z N Z 2 %)

earth is going on? i }:'i I3 &- " Iz 0 é ) g

) < o S ) il n n ﬁ

[Obeshi] k) {z[i IS %) ?) ' < ¥

Entrance music for tengu and demon-spirits. The music, performed by a % X\ Cl): 0B D 8 L )] D

Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum, creates an ominous %O ;ié Z IS *l; 1; g D i HE

atmosphere. Zegai-bo enters the stage to this music. z ,/‘) 7- ;:gg e /N LU; il }é k-

) ° o D S R

Zegai-bo First of all, the man who appears before you is the head of tengu in 7 Z r.l: < W X i & = %2

Great China, Zegai-bé. Yes, that is me. A D f% T Eﬁ; ,[% B g

z S fF W N TR
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Hey, monk, how pretentious you are! So far, what has come from

e
5
Iz
the medita.tion yo“u practice in order to attain enlig‘htenm‘ent? The n #®w Z % H; X N N s % ¥ B
Buddha said that “If a buddha wants to remove an impediment i ) A %\ n AR Fg\ ) \z 3‘:)5 A j’o’\
[to the Buddha Way], he must go to the realm of demons,” which B & H%\ A B 4 Z T W ?) U:\ 7 T
means that in order to drive away demons, you have to fall into ¥ ﬁ;ﬂ :@ Dq_': v IE'E PO é{: JE\\ R (I 5
the demon realm. Oh, how I pity you! For those who were born in & Ed i %5 Iz > b\ T N L i D
, % Mo sk < N < K b
the realms of desire, h = HE = xf S M Iz =] b 5 D
S ro AL ok C B oo L
Reciters  the pursuit of the way of enlightenment leads to the realm of H Zf T i ¥ EL S HH ) = % B W»
demons O N f_ﬁ e A T #H 9 2 iz °Z
| <t 5 PR NS T Wi &
2 % N % £y >
How strange. I hear a voice coming from within the clouds that j;; x z ) 3;? N ?%[ & ;]E: ; ? = 77;;
recites heretical verses. Of course, demons and buddhas are one n >5< D % B Zz 1+ »I$ b ,>) e %__' N
and the same, just as ordinary people, who are not practitioners, A D i e %;_’:Q 9 VL N ) 5 1 4
are no different from wise sages in their fundamental nature. This ° Z ° *g i %‘ D ?ﬁ H: B 7730 Z Bﬁ i
is because fundamental nature is pure and undefiled, tranquil and ?f/L & i { 2 %C zg 7 k i J:O
stable. Therefore, the embodiment of this nature, Acalanatha, has z 2 D bl ] 7 z f‘% EI]
s [TAE o CIEN S H %
a name that means “immovable.” 2 D a7 N 7 ° 2 3o E
. . A ° it X
~ {E ) {Fg %) B 1A
[1r0e] o ; A 5h B 15
A short series of movements by which Zegai-bo tries to intimidate the abbot J&E '5\ — ;?3' E: yop XU ﬁ h
with his imposing dignity. 7z %B, el E Kl ;2 /%El
ST W2 oL
Abbot “Those who hear my preaching will attain the great wisdom of % i Z: ME %o EC ?E‘ 7%
the Buddha” (The words of the vow taken by Acalanatha to save % + iy % 3 )
living beings.) “Untara ta kanman.” (A dharani incantation recited & » % ;;c t Lk w D
as part of the prayer to Acalanatha.) H Bl H ’ g X % =
Reciters  Then, upon the abbot’s recitation of the prayer to him, then, upon < ﬁl:{j: % T w ?EL - g
D - —
the abbot’s recitation of the prayer to him, Acalanatha appears. N N R g E% ton Ar
His boy attendants, Kimkara and Cetaka**, as well as the Gods of #y 15c % 7;)) 3 F 1 -
the Twelve Directions,* unite their demon-quelling powers and HH ?E;: o b{ IN n B o7
* FE- %) NS 7. &k

serve as heralds who purify the way for Acalanatha.

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theggcom -9.- http://www.the-noh.com



Zegai Story

*4 Kimkara and Cetaka: Boy attendants who stand to the left and right side of Acalanatha.

*5 Gods of the Twelve Directions: The (originally) Indic gods protecting each the twelve
directions: Brahma (up), Prthivi (down), Indra (east), Yama (south), Varuna (west),
Vaisravana (north), Aguni (southeast), Raksasa (southwest), Vayu (northwest), Isana
(northeast), Surya (the sun), and Candra (the moon).

[Hataraki]
A dance depicting Zegai-bo fighting against Acalanatha and the other gods.

Zegai-bo Not only are Acalanatha and other gods here,

Reciters  Not only are Acalanatha and other gods here, but when I look to
the east, from where the winds blow—what a dreadful sight,

Zegai-bo It is the god of San'nd Gongen (the guardian of Mount Hiei)!

Reciters  From the south, the god Otokoyama (Iwashimizu Hachimangu
Shrine); from the west, the god Matsu-no-o (Matsuo Taisha
Shrine); and from the north, the gods of Kitano and Kamo (Kitano
Tenmangu Shrine and Kamigamo and Shimogamo shrines)—they
all appear and blow forth their mountain gusts and divine winds,
forcing down even Zegai-bo, who is extremely skilled at flying.
He falls to the ground, his supernatural powers exhausted. He
appears to be leaving Japan, but then he flies back and shouts, “I
am no match for such superb powers as the buddhas and gods
protecting this land, so I will never come back” So saying, he
disappears into the clouds. His words alone remain in the sky. His
words alone remain in the sky.
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Zegai
Synopsis

Zegai-bo, a tengu (flying goblin), is proud that he has
successfully lured all of the self-conceited people in China into
his tengu realm. Intending to pull more people into his realm,
he comes to Japan. He visits Tard-bo, the tengu inhabiting
Mount Atago, and tells Tar6-bo about his plan to obstruct
the Buddha Dharma in Japan, the land of the gods, where
Buddhism is flourishing. Taro-bo agrees to this plan to expand
their realm in Japan and recommends that Zegai-bo attack
the temple complex on Mount Hiei. Zegai-bo is hesitant to
attack Mount Hiei, where the Buddha Dharma is particularly
well developed through the study of both exoteric and esoteric
Buddhist teachings, admitting that he is especially afraid
of the deity Acalanathanatha, the immovable defender who
fiercely guards the temple. However, because Tar6-bo keeps
pushing him and offers to be his guide to the mountain, the
emboldened Zegai-bo departs for Mount Hiei, flying on a cloud
together with Tar6-bo.

At Mount Hiei, the abbot of Imuro is about to depart for
Kyoto because he received an imperial order to come and offer
prayers as the city is experiencing abnormal events that seem
to be caused by tengu. Therefore, a messenger from the temple
starts out for Kyoto ahead of the abbot with a list of sutras®, but
strong gusts of wind fiercely blow towards him. He is afraid
that it must be a tengu who is making these gusts and returns
to the temple complex of Mount Hiei.

As the abbot of Imuro descends Mount Hiei on his way
toward Kyoto, a thunder storm hits him. It is indeed Zegai-bo
who causes the storm as he tries to prevent the abbot from
going to Kyoto. Although the abbot hears, coming from the
storm clouds, voices chanting heretical verses, he calmly
prays to Acalanatha. When he does so, Acalanatha appears,
bringing with him other deities who are protectors of the
Buddha Dharma and they together exercises their powers of
subjugating demons. Furthermore, even the Shinto gods arrive
and blow forth such powerful winds that Zegai-bo is unable to
fly and falls to the ground, exhausted. Zegai-bo hides himself
and runs away into the clouds, leaving behind a message that
he will never come back.

* List of sutras: A catalog that records the titles, the number of
volumes, and counts of recitation of sutras or dharani incanta-
tions recited by monks when offering prayers or conducting a
memorial service.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

This play lauds the greatness of the Buddha Dharma with
its story that even a tengu, a dominant figure in the realm of
devils, is no match for its awesome power. The highlight of
this drama is the fight between Zegai-bo and waki (the abbot)
in the second half. This play seems to be a simple story about
vice being punished. However, if you understand the historical
background and peculiar characteristics of tengu, the goblins
of Japanese folklore, this drama becomes even more mysterious
and interesting, and you will surely enjoy it more. We will
therefore provide some information about tengu.

Today, tengu is typically depicted in the form of a man
with a long nose and red face, wearing the attire of a Shugendo
mountain ascetic (yamabushi), holding a unique fan, wearing
a pair of tall wooden clogs, and flying with wings. However, in
ancient Japan, tengu meant a shooting star (meteor). Tengu did
not appear for many years in Japanese history, but toward the
end of the Heian period (late 8th century to early 12th century),
they suddenly started cropping up in folklore and historical
documents. By the end of the Heian period, tengu had ceased
being a meteor and had been transformed into a half-man,
half-bird with the ability to fly. Also by this time, tengu had
incorporated the characteristics of yamabushi mountain
ascetics. This development can probably be attributed to the
image of these ascetics, who run across the mountains and
possess supernatural powers, being well suited to the image of
tengu, a flying goblin living in the lower realms. Thus the visual
image of tengu was fixed as donning the attire of mountain
ascetics and they always appears in that costume in Noh
dramas such as Kurama Tengu and Kuruma-so.

While people hold tengu in awe because of their
extraordinary supernatural powers, tengu are also known for
their extreme self-conceit. That arrogance is on display when
in this play, Zegai, when Zegai-bo proudly boasts that he has
lured many self-conceited people into his dark realm.
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Schools

All five. In Japanese, Zegai is written with the characters 25 in the Komparu,
Hosho, and Kita schools, &5 in the Kanze school, and 2% in the Kongoh

school.

Category The Fifth Group Noh, kiri-noh mono

Author Takeda Hoin Josei

Subject Konjaku Monogatari (Anthology of Tales from the Past), Zegai-bé Emaki (Picture
Scroll of the Tale of Zegai-bo), etc.

Season Unknown

Scenes Maeba Mount Atago in Yamashiro Province
Nochiba Mount Hiei in Omi Province

Tsukurimono Carriage

Characters Mae-shite Zegai-bo

Nochi-shite Tengu

Tsure Taro-bo

Waki Abbot of Mount Hiei

Waki-tsure Retainers of the Abbot (two)

Ai Messenger from the temple

Mask Nochi-shite Obeshimi

Costumes Mae-shite Tokin (a type of headdress worn by mountain priests or tengu),
suzukake (bobbles on the costume of mountain ascetics),
mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / atsuita
(a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male
characters), okuchi-style hakama (white), koshi-obi (belt),
(a small sword,) a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Nochi-shite Long red wig (kindon-hachimaki (a headband in gold)), 6tokin
(tokin headdress worn by tengu characters), awase-kariginu
(a lined long-sleeved kimono worn by male characters,
especially gods and other dignified characters), kitsuke / atsuita,
hangire (a type of hakama trousers worn by mighty characters
such as demons, gods, and warriors), koshi-obi, and hauchiwa
(a fan for tengu).

Tsure Tokin, suzukake, mizugoromo, kitsuke / atsuita or muji-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the innermost
layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser standing),
o6kuchi-style hakama (white), koshi-obi, (a small sword,) a fan,
and Buddhist prayer beads.

Waki Shamon-béshi (a hood for high-ranking monks), kara (a piece of
square cloth worn over other clothes by Buddhism priests),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / atsuita, okuchi-style hakama (white),
koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Waki-tsure Sumi-béshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo,
kitsuke / atsuita or muji-noshime, 6kuchi-style hakama (white),
koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Ai Nériki-zukin (a hood for a temple servant), mizugoromo, kitsuke /
shima-noshime (short-sleeved noshime-style kimono with
stripes), kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama trousers,
tucking the bottoms up at the knee with strings), koshi-obi, a
pair of gaiters, and a fan. Holding a broom made of bushclover,
upon which is tied a letter.

Number of Scenes Two
Length About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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