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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongé School

Servant At your command, sir.
Official ~ Tell the old man to come see me immediately.

Servant  Certainly. Hey, old gardener, the official is calling for you. Go to
see him immediately.

2. Conversation between the Official and the Old Man

The imperial official takes the old man to the hand drum hanging from a
branch of the katsura tree and tells him the message from the consort. The
old man earnestly keeps beating the hand drum every day to the evening
tolling of the bell.

Official  Hello, old man. With great trepidation do I inform you that Her
Highness has heard about your love for her and requested that
a hand drum be suspended from a branch of a katsura tree by
Katsura Pond. Beat the drum, old man. If she in the palace hears
you beating the hand drum, she will appear in front of you once
again. Hurry and beat the hand drum.

Old Man Yes, sir, I certainly will do so. I will beat the hand drum.

Official ~ Well, then, I'll show you the hand drum, come this way. This is the

hand drum. Hurry, start beating it now.
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongo School i ﬁ i f % f?ﬂ = #b f
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongé School

Old Man

Reciters

Old Man

Reciters

Old Man

Reciters

Without noticing that the time to go to the other world is ap-
proaching, the love of this aged man only intensifies in the sad

season of autumn.

Soaked in dew and tears, my heart’s tears of love are the color of
cherry blossoms, leaving their hues on my grass-green sleeves. I
cannot bear this love that deranges my mind.

Trying to forget her...

is even harsher than the unforgettable feeling of loving her*. Is it
true, in this world, that “inscrutable are the ways of heaven?” Time
flies by so quickly, while the years that have passed come back to
me in a flurry. Who shall I ask for directions on the path leading to
death, the end of life that I will ultimately reach*?? We know that
our lives are fleeting and fragile. Why, then, am I so very lost in

love?

Perhaps, this is a call meant to wake me from this delusion. At
dawn,

a time keeper beats a hand drum many times to wake people up.
If this hand drum can make a sound like the time keeper’s drum, I
might be able to see the consort for whom I am yearning. Without
knowing that the drumhead is made of twill, the old man hits the
hand drum with all of the strength in his arm. Even though I beat
it, I cannot hear its sound perhaps because I am going deaf with
age. I listen carefully but cannot hear the hand drum making a
sound, even though I can hear the waves rippling in the pond and
the rain beating against a window. Only this hand drum does not
make a sound. What a strange hand drum. Why does it make no

sound?
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongé School

*1 This phrase is based on a poem by Fujiwara no Saneuji in Zoku-shiii Waka-shii
(Collection of Gleanings of Japanese Poems, Continued): “I feel sadder trying to forget
the memory of her, than I did parting ways with her”

*2 This phrase is based on a poem in “Sagoromo Monogatari (The Tale of Sagoromo),” “On
my way to visit a grave, the grasses I used as a marker have been withered by frost. Who

should I ask for directions in this place where the roadside grasses are wet with dew?”

4. The Old Man Throws Himself into the Pond, Lamenting His Unfulfilled Love

The old man keeps beating the hand drum every day, hoping to see the
consort, but the hand drum never makes a sound. Distressed by the thought
that his love for the consort will never be fulfilled, he jumps into the pond and
drowns himself.

Reciters I thought that I could forget my love for her if I beat the hand
drum. However, the twill hand drum makes no sound. Although
she has not yet appeared before me, perhaps she is waiting for the

right time to come and see me?

Old Man No matter how long you wait for the moon, it will never appear on
a rainy night. Similarly, this hand drum will never make a sound
and clear away the darkness in my heart.

Reciters I thought I started beating the drum only today or the day before,
but the time flies without my noticing it.
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongé School

Old Man Even in a dream, the woman I expected...

Reciters  does not appear. Days and nights, I am sunk in the feeling of miss-
ing her. For me, the drum announcing the dawn and the sunset

Old Man / Reciters
and striking the time, makes no sound,

Reciters / Old Man
for I am unable to see her.

Reciters  What can this possibly mean? I heard that even thunder cannot
split apart a man and woman who have fallen in love with each
other*®. I resent myself for having formed no connection to her
and lament the mercilessness of the consort. I have no idea why
I should go on living. So thinking, the old man throws himself
into the pond and drowns. His heart full of pain, he leaps into the
water and kills himself.

*3 This phrase is based on a poem by an unknown author in “Kokin Waka-sha (Collection
of Japanese Poems of Ancient and Modern Times),” “Even the thunder rumbling in the

sky is unable to split apart a man and a woman who have fallen in love with each other”

[Interlude]
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongé School

Official

Consort

Official

Consort

5. Narration by the Servant

The servant enters the stage. He narrates the story of the old man falling in
love with the consort and trying to make a sound with the twill hand drum,
but ending up committing suicide by drowning himself in the pond because
he was so distressed that the drum never made a sound. The servant then
reports the incident to the imperial official.

6. Consort Hears the Sound of a Hand Drum
The imperial official reports to the consort that the old man has killed

himself. Looking deranged, the consort’s ears hear the sound of the drum
—something she cannot possibly hear.

Excuse me. The old man lamented that the hand drum would not

make a sound. He has killed himself by jumping into Katsura Pond.

The emotional attachment of such a man is truly frightening.

Please go outside and see for yourself.

Can you hear it? Why do the waves lapping the shore sound like
the sound of a hand drum? How strange is the sound of a hand
drum. How strange it is.

How mysterious. The consort seems to have lost her mind. How
could this have happened?

Of course I have lost my mind. There is no way that a twill hand
drum could make a sound. But I was already not in my right mind
when I told the man to beat the mute hand drum.
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The old man becomes a ghost and appears before the consort. He laments

Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hosho School, Kongo School e f i f Soh + j% ﬁkﬂ %
) D %
T T H E3
Official ~ On the surface of the pond that is disturbed by the evening waves, e = e A
G 12 WK ith % D =) & 5
Consort  there is added ¢ 7 Vob) K - T oDy 5 =
w2 VAR B B » T h
Official  the sound (of the hand drum). b £ 5 L cfi D %O Edl @
W »oW % g 5
L g Z2 & < iz w0
7. The Ghost of the Old Man Appears | & g ) 7z 4 <
L 5 7z < (ﬂﬁ
N iz =4 D
- v N 17 ﬁﬂ] ﬁ
his love for her, expresses his bitter feelings, and torments her. He forces the - > D -
consort to beat the twill hand drum, but the drum never makes a sound. Only ,g% 7’3_ %}I‘ OE)' ik c
her screams reach people’s ears. % ﬁ < BN
fiiA s,
B i
Ghost of the Old Man 72

[

This old man went to his watery grave in this pond, and

F SRR O T E AR ALY

-

Reciters just as the waves come back to the shore, his attachments bring the
old man back to this world.

ll{Ei

Ghost Even words such as “bitterness” and “regret” cannot adequately

e
1%

express my feelings.

B (¢
SNFAED (&> S

HEOS S TE N (N TE S, P
&

o R

Reciters How fierce is my resentment and how strong my hatred. The

<
o v

grudge I bear her for this love will never be cleared away. I cannot
control my feelings, I know not where they go. Now I have entered
the realm of demons and therefore, I have become a demon.
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hsho School, kongo School >é >5< >4< i f #h f
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T 1di . e AT R EF 5B 5 T % I D ) 5
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Reciters  did the twill hand drum, hanging from the katsura tree... ) iy 2 & H’ .k x ’O”)l = o Z 2
& m A A 8 2 b
Gh | a7 Y beating it! 2 w8 )ﬁﬁ% b #eoon ' o H
ost never make a sound? You, now, try beating it! Z LE %)_ O ’_;J_ B % &5 ¥ mn 5 ¥ o) 1%
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Reciters  Beat it, beat it! Tormenting her so, he beats a war drum* and R p # Z D N S ) 5i
marks time with the beat of his drum. Brandishing a whip, he ;_ A B R %O 373“ 1°g 5‘7" . I
torments the consort. Beat the hand drum, beat it! But the drum 9 g% g) % X @C' fj)z § %; H %l'
NS -
makes no sound and only the consort’s screams of “I'm so sad, I'm ;JE\ & g% U)f;; »H = QX W 1= g; L
so sad” can be heard. Has she learned her lesson? Has she learned 73’: % 23\ {E_.ég % &5 6 ° Z i )
her lesson yet? :\; D § K% D % L 5 9
£g e T3 sz A
*4 This phrase cites a poem made by an unknown author in Gosen Waka-shii (Later {i}' A };%E.l— Z 752 %O N - |73 iz
Collection of Japanese Poems): “I am not going to say what I have in my mind.” The first o) %2 o ‘? . *El S L 73:
half of the poem preceding “the pond of my mind” is a decorative modifier. :ﬁ E,/ £ g 5/%: % % /[l\ =
z 1 D Do Qe N
*5 This phrase is based on a poem made by an unknown author in “Kokin Waka-sha z Léf U) Z [!% k k y% D
(Collection of Japanese Poems of Ancient and Modern Times),” “Looking at the <‘; iDL) ’éﬂ;’ i/L % ")) ,EDH‘\ &) C\.\
moonlight shining between trees, I noticed that the autumn has come, the time when we E < L T ‘ﬂr L o] < °
sink into deep reflection”” This part brings to mind a laurel tree. (In Japanese, katsura is :& L LZE)t\ =z ">) 7 Vo
written in three Chinese characters meaning katsura, the moon, and a tree.) 5 g)k " = &_ D -
- < B JE N
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Hasho School, Kongé School i % i & ?& N

) A D
T 2 H 1B
8. Ghost of the Old Man Continues to Lament and Bitterly Reproach the Consort ] < 7 H
H oW B oE W g h =
The area surrounding the pond now looks like Hell. The ghost of the old man, 2 O D h o= S5 3o o & (o [ x
his appearance terrifying, enters the pond of his love, all the while lamenting ok B o o o G H D i_ﬂj; b
and bitterly reproaching the consort. | T e % 2 |2 T aiefx' Z B R 53
oA M S < H s D Nl D 3
Reciters  The evil demons in Hell, the ox-headed devils that torment and ti\ % ?g‘ 7z i ;ﬁ %o % Cg fi] %: %
torture people, must be just like him. Even the agony of the fiery 5 L kX ?? g i D < BA \z O
cart that runs over the bodies of the damned and crushes their T 9 BE W T D = X % Ay
bones would be preferable to this. How terrible! What a terrible AN VRN I = /NS =1 A b\ =

karmic effect is this! 0) 5 VoD oWk (2
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Ghost Karmic reward exists, Jk\_ Zi: % H: E‘ %‘: ?:E % % ?E%

A7z oo Il 25 0 I 2

Reciters  clearly that is true. I tirelessly kept on beating the hand drum 2w X AWl T oK Tz )

hanging from the katsura tree by the pond until my weakened heart < » 9 it (S A e b 0 L

was exhausted, and finally I threw myself into the pond and sank }% ° & n . A H % J): i‘ >

to the bottom, where I met my watery grave. I soon became an evil > % % %é): g{:{i—j‘ ;C) g %\ %\ f

spirit that possessed the consort. My whip, like the waves in the 7- Ho S oo L b Vi

pond, beat and crash against the consort. The pond is frozen over, D B b b b 7 = VooZ D

winds blow from the east, and rain falls. This bitter cold cracks the T L N B ° AR ° 9 T

skin, from which the blood pours forth. Here is the Crimson Lotus é 4 )\ %O %C WX i :f 7172 %

Hell of bloodshed. He is a hair-rising sight, taking the form of an 7 B & 2 Z?: 2 ?; L o 1;,&

evil snake that dances on the waves like a carp. Truly, the demons o & M o R VoA e

in Hell must look like this. Oh, I feel so bitter, I feel so bitter. With L Iz g B O b 9 &5 Ay

such thoughts of bitterness for the consort, the ghost enters the VR == D =k ) =

pond of his love. ° & % woE 7 % < &

IERN) ¥ x < F L

R os b 25 D % b

L5 eTo 2 )

vow P h T 73 i

z 5 £ D nok >

oo 2oy o i

T N Bl R D ~
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School

This part from Utaibon in Kita School
*Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following
story introduces one such dialogue, referring to the current Utaibon used in the Kita

School.

1. Imperial Official Appears and Talks about the Old Man who Sweeps the Garden

An old man who sweeps the palace garden took a glance at a consort by a
pond and fell in love with her. The consort prepares a hand drum and tells an
imperial official that she will appear in front of the old man if she hears the
sound of the hand drum. The imperial official orders his servant to call on the
old man who sweeps the garden and deliver the consort’s message to him.

Imperial Official
I am an official serving at Kinomaru Palace in Chikuzen Province,
a temporary palace of Emperor Tenji. An old man who sweeps
this garden has fallen in love with a consort who he glanced at
when she visited Katsura Pond. The consort, who heard about his
feelings for her, said that the old man should beat a hand drum
hanging from a branch of a katsura tree by the pond and that if she
hear the sound of the drum from within the imperial palace, she
would appear before him. I am going to call upon the old man and
convey her message to him. Hello, is anyone available?

Servant At your command, sir.

Official  Tell the old man to come see me immediately.
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i ill Hand Drum) Kita School Story A o =
Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Han £ é:i— 1: N
i . .Go to see . D
Certainly. Hey, old gardener, the official is calling for you. Go to 3 Tt # = B B &F b z L
Servant eree . n 7 n ¥ =3 v S =
him immediately. EIRS X % 3 r A
o 2 o gpEE 4202 %
o b}
< o ozrAh 2y 2 2
2. Conversation between the Official and the Old Man f:; O%) @ > : E g é\ = :
‘ £ 3) ° Al o 71',
him the )1 E3 N z
The imperial official takes the old man to the hand drum and. el 1:1 d < % L &z g% n
from the consort. The old man earnestly keeps beating the han Tk b 7z D %)i % < B
message . ‘ - /- :
drum every day to the evening tolling of the bell. ) g 2 :L: E;E 2 N v >
i hat Her ith J>: n 7 T L f‘_?\ it
Official ~ Hello, old man. With great trepidation do I inform you tha o ?) V)\ (& - ) = h i
Highness has heard about your love for her and requested tha i - 13 =1 7 " i X
g om a branch of a katsura tree by ) 2 v on 5
a hand drum be suspended fr £ she in the palace hears < 5 f) < % D 2
d. Beat the drum, old man. If she in the 5 ) =
Katsura I.)on he will appear in front of you once ¢ 2 < 5 ¢ 1’?} IR
you beating the hand drum, she PP H §|§ &5 % P fi 3 o N
again. Hurry and beat the hand drum. ;)ﬁ : % 5T o I 7; 7
1d like to go and beat the i) X Edl } SEJ? cf\‘ {7 vy
Old Man Yes, sir, I certainly will do so. Now, I would like to g 0 r éf 2 § A =
) 2l N < E[ N
hand drum. e _ Z 0 % 5 z)o Zéo
P 73)) — o
i the )= - T
Official ~ Well, then, I'll show you the hand drum. Come this way. This is B %?Z b“) F{\% g ¥ 2
hand drum. Hurry, start beating it now. 2 %) F ? V&3 {i\ n
. vy - j; 3 0) 5
Old Man It is now deep in autumn. By the Katsura Pond, the moon sllunes on _F%: Z x {%74 % 2
s a L
the hand drum hanging from a branch. When the drum make e < 13 1@5 n él_‘
b N N
sound, 5 %) 2 %
kA g %&ﬂi %§ 7
&% & I 10% s ;cf)
D © 7 e I o
r 3 T — 4 7=
= 7N
N g L8 2
s 5
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School ith % i % h f {gﬁ %ﬂ = i1
, B o 15
Group Reciters x 5
that will comfort my heart that suffers from the love. I will beat the BE Y o = H b A % A 13 z
hand drum to the tolling of the evening bell. \ N o5 n ) 2 D) D Y & Ly n
IRCHAT N S < S VS < S - S z
2T L E W A g b z
3. Old Man Keeps Beating the Mute Hand Drum bjc’ \g f>1<: ;E Z ?.) % 1<)i ;-:I; g j.g é_g
. , y 8 7 L % 3 1t = A e = &t
The old man who fell in love with the consort diligently beats the hand drum X 7 T @ B - B ¥ Py
while lamenting that he feels such strong affection for a woman, despite ¥T - D = D = < 7 5 2 iz
his advanced age. However, the head of the hand drum is made of twill and é’_ e E X Kl n 7 S 11 £5 & ZAS
i N D iz D i 7z 2 A %
therefore, it does not make a sound. D 7 N A -~ o A
& N 5 7))2{\ " )\ - ui S
. . . ‘ gL S N /) x L b
Old Man Without noticing that the time to go to the other world is ap- 3 2 M 1z S -8 Iz > P 2
proaching, ° lg ?: L =) @) = }:/ [ 3
L § = 3 th T i g) 7z
Reciters  the love of this aged man only intensifies in the sad season of 2 9 2’ il D v & H g Z
autumn. Soaked in dew and tears, 3\% VAS N j\:cl’ ?} ;E % 13 ;;)C ﬁ
- o
T L @& LU & &y 2
Old Man my heart’s tears of love are the color of cherry blossoms, leaving Iz il mn ¥ » V) V) T 7 55
their hues on my grass-green sleeves. & ;; < D {2])’?\ ﬂg MG IIEI:II 7 g:
b N E T Z - ﬂé 5 S
Reciters I cannot bear this love that deranges my mind. Trying to forget ‘7? )4 j: \g < ?? B 5;5? %
b} ~ [
her... 75 (%)‘ H}Q ° ?{l D\ N 54
» < 9 = IR Y D
Old Man is even harsher than the unforgettable feeling of loving her. - % > Vg8 Iz H % =
W 2L * b n 1 %
Reciters  It’s harsher*!. I have been unable to forget her, ever since I took C\C WV S Z {;ﬁi 'Z) 5 H%j
a glance at her. It is a shame, but my love for the consort only %—‘;\ ZIN 2‘ | < z E 5
increases*2. It seems that my love for the consort, who is like a 1, T 72 /%‘\ s L 2 o
being living above the clouds, will never be fulfilled. But I will beat n S ~ Vil < [ H
the hand drum, full of hope. Because of this unreasonable love, T % D 3 ?i B
I have become deranged. I have lost my mind because I am unable A N 7 o D
ﬁ‘ N D A ﬁ
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School Story

to see the consort. The waves of old age have beaten me. The vigor
with which I beat the drum has decreased. I am worried about

what kind of sound I can make with this feeble body of mine.

Old Man I beat the drum once. How strange. Except for the sounds of dew-
drops falling from leaves in the evening, I cannot hear anything.

Reciters I beat it once again and listen carefully.

Old Man Over the pebbles on the beach,

Reciters  forlornly flows the stream of water created in the garden. Only the
sound of the running water eases my solitary heart. Is there any
chance that I can even catch a glimpse of the hem of her dress from
the window of her beautiful palace? I look up at her home in tears
and keep beating the hand drum. Although I listen very carefully,

I only hear the sound of the wind, the rain, and chirping crickets
at night, but no sound from this hand drum. What a strange hand
drum. Why does it make no sound?

(Ordered by the official, the servant reveals to the old man that the head of the hand drum
is made of twill and therefore will not make a sound, no matter how hard he beats it. He

advises the old man to give up)

*1 This phrase is based on a poem by Fujiwara no Saneuji in Zoku-shiii Waka-shii
(Collection of Gleanings of Japanese Poems, Continued): “I feel sadder trying to forget

the memory of her, than I did parting ways with her”

*2 This phrase is based on a poem by Otomo no Yakamochi in Manys-shii (Collection of
Ten Thousand Leaves): “When I look at the crescent moon hanging in the distant sky,

I remember the eyebrows of the girl who I glanced at on that day”
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School
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[Interlude]
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A
e .
imselfi i i % z s
4. The Old Man Throws Himself into the Pond While Reproaching the Consort % P8 A ?
- - kS L
Having been informed by the servant that twill is stretched across the head of 02 0%) :C) é% Eégﬁ g ;f 715: 55 ‘;\ ’cg
the hand drum, the old man vents his bitter feelings toward the consort and 12 SRR ) L B n % S
throws himself into the pond, looking as fierce as a demon. ES R s N IR 6 S il 307))
Lo Sk Two v s M
Old Man How I resent this twill hand drum. I continued to hit the hand ]; "l: 5.) = j_g %\ L) /g é iR é
drum hanging from the katsura tree for so many hours that it felt < 72&? H ;C) n o 1= Z i’: %
like an eternity. I was counting on the hope that the drum would v g 3] > L » 7"@ % 7;"‘ %
make a sound, however, the fickle woman... ES ¢ ) T L 7t 5 gé
N N L R <R S < S 0
Reciters  deceived and bedeviled me. I am ashamed of my lowly self. I also E 7 H = < ° %o 0> I gé;
regret having spent so much time in vain, hitting the hand drum. {OE)Z i‘ 1 & i)i ;Fj'g ;9 5 ”é\
“I intently beat the hand drum, not even noticing that day would JiE J;’) IEJ) 7’::0 % %)Z %l] &= /%\
break and day would end. You must know how I feel about you” ~N ° o K N oz X ;Q E:,\I
Even before he has finished speaking this sentence, his body b oD = 7 i ¥ =
shakes, and the color of his face changes. He looks terrifying, like i (3 JiE AN h> 7z % 2’
a demon. He approaches the shore of Katsura Pond, quickly walks (% I;I? % OA: ? }%L i
between the waves, and sinks beneath those white waves. Vo £ 3 oY i3 E
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School

Official

Consort

Official

Consort

5. Narration by the Servant

The servant enters the stage. He reports the incident to the imperial official
that the old man falling in love with the consort tried to make a sound with
the twill hand drum, but ended up committing suicide by drowning himself
in the pond because he was so distressed that the drum never made a sound.

6. Consort Hears the Sound of a Hand Drum

The imperial official reports to the consort that the old man has killed

himself. Looking deranged, the consort’s ears hear the sound of the drum —
something she cannot possibly hear.

Excuse me. The old man lamented that the hand drum would
not make a sound. He has killed himself by jumping into Katsura
Pond. Please go outside and see for yourself.

Can you hear it? Why do the waves lapping the shore sound like
the sound of a hand drum? How strange is the sound of a hand
drum. How strange it is.

How mysterious. The consort seems to have lost her mind. How
could this have happened?

Of course I have lost my mind. There is no way that a twill hand
drum could make a sound. But I was already not in my right mind
when I told the man to beat the mute hand drum.
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School Story
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Official ~ On the surface of the pond that is disturbed by the evening waves,
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Consort there is added f% L 5 %
# 75 o I n
Ghost of the Old Man ) 2 2 ¥T D
the sound (of the hand drum). % S r5) E ‘(Eé
EEA % ‘d\\ 75)
B O ° 2 Bk
< n % <
7. The Ghost of the Old Man Appears and Torments the Consort 7Y N Hh
A 2\
i

The old man becomes a ghost and appears before the consort. He laments
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his love for her, expresses his bitter feelings, and torments her. He forces fﬁi E%%
the consort to beat the twill hand drum, but the drum never makes a sound. i?‘ W X
The consort desperately runs around Katsura Pond, trying to escape from 1 Z VS
the ghost. Under the moonlight, looking at the consort who has fallen to the i S VoD
ground, the ghost of the old man quietly vanishes into thin air. f{j o b<) 5
D o A
. & o 28
Ghost Just as waves continuously lap the shore, one after another, I return h L il
to the abyss of love, 1z F J %
T Iz = =R
Reciters  the bottom of the pond, which is like Hell. In my suffering from Z 9 A
N o
wicked love, n Il B
< I {E2/)
= VA RRVA
Ghost I screamed while bobbing up and down in the water. A £, e
Iy i L %
Reciters My heart bears the burden of such strong attachments. In the ) 2 < °
realm of demons, their whips beating down makes a hissing sound, < H /ﬁ‘
< il
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum) Kita School Story
Ghost and yet the twill hand drum makes no sound,
Reciters  this hand drum that I resent so resonates loudly in my chest,
which is full of suffering from love. This fake hand drum with a
head made of twill...
Ghost will never make a sound. Try beating it!
Reciters  Beat it, beat it! Tormenting her so, he beats a war drum*3 and

marks time with the beat of his drum. Brandishing a whip, he
torments the consort. At Katsura Pond, her karmic reward returns
to the consort. She runs here trying to escape, tries to hide there,
and screams how sad and how frightened she is. Her dress is badly
disheveled and she miserably tumbles at the shore of the pond.
The moon shines on her, fallen to the ground. The ghost of the
old man raises the whip used in torture by ox-head devils, orders
her to leave the twill hand drum on the ground, and curses her to
suffer until the last piece of her bone has decayed. Looking at the

consort, he silently vanishes into thin air.

*3 The hand drum that is beaten when troops attack the enemy.
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Aya no Tsuzumi (The Twill Hand Drum)

Synopsis

It happened in the time of Emperor Tenji (the 7th
century), at the Katsura Pond located in the grounds of a
temporary palace called Kinomaru in Chikuzen Province
(present-day Fukuoka Prefecture). An old man who sweeps
the floor of the palace garden happened to take a glance
at a consort and fell in love with her. An imperial official
orders his servant to deliver a message from the consort to
the old man, saying that she will appear before him if she
hears the sound of a hand drum hanging from a branch
of a katsura tree (Cercidiphyllum japonicum) that grows
beside the pond. The old man keeps hitting the hand
drum and tries hard to make it sound, but the hand drum
never does so because its head is made of a twill fabric.
Suffering from distress, the old man leaps into the pond
and drowns himself.

Hearing from his servant that the old man has
drowned himself, the imperial official tells the news to
the consort. As the consort starts to hear the sound of the
hand drum coming from the pond, she looks as though
she is losing her mind.

Then, from the bottom of the pond emerges the ghost
of the old man. He now looks like a demon and attacks
the consort. Brandishing a whip, he orders the consort
to make a sound with the twill hand drum. However, the
drum never makes a sound. Having taught the consort a
lesson in karmic retribution, he vanishes into the pond, to
the very end voicing his feelings of bitterness toward her.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlights

The central focus of this play is an old man’s love that
results in tragedy and a grudge. Neither age nor status
stops a person from falling in love, but the tragic end of
this drama is predictable from the start when a lowly old
man falls in love with a noble beauty.

The first half of the drama describes the old man’s
earnest love that by contrast, in the second half, turns
into bitter rage as he vehemently attacks the consort who
he thinks made a fool of him. For her part, however, the
consort confesses that she was already not in her right
mind at the time that she gave him the twill hand drum.
This emphasizes that no one is to blame for this tragedy.
The last scene ends without clarifying what happens to
the old man’s ghost after it once again vanishes into the
pond, giving the audience the freedom to interpret this
drama in many different ways.

“Aya no Tsuzumi” used to be performed by the Hosho
and Kongo schools. The version performed by the Kita
School was received from the Hosho school in 1952 and
then considerably revised by Zenmaro Toki (1885-1980),
also well-known as a poet, and Minoru Kita (1900-1986),
the fifteenth master of the Kita School. “Koi no Omoni”
(the Deadweight of Love), a play similar in theme to “Aya
no Tsuzumi,” is performed by the Kanze and Komparu
schools. Yukio Mishima (1925-1970) wrote a play with the
same title, “Aya no Tsuzumi,” based on this Noh drama.
In his play, an old handyman working for a law firm falls
in love with a woman who is a customer at a dress shop.
His play made dramatic adjustments to the original Noh
drama to adapt it to the modern world. The theme of
this Noh piece is still relevant to people living in the 21st
century.

-19-

Schools

Category

Author Unknown

Subject Unknown

Season

Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Tsure
Waki
Ai

Masks Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Tsure

Costumes Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Tsure

Waki

Ai

Number of Scenes
Length

Hosho and Kongd schools, Kita school (revised in mid-20th century)
The Fourth Group Noh, shinen-mono

Autumn (August in the lunar calendar)
Kinomaru Palace in Chikuzen Province
A katsura tree from which hangs a hand drum

Old Man Who Sweeps the Palace Garden
Ghost of the Old Man

Consort

Imperial Official

Servant

Akobujo, sankojo or tokusajo
Oakujo
Ko-omote

J6-gami (wig for old man’s character), mizugoromo (a type
of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogdshi-atsuita
(thickly-woven kimono with small check pattern), koshi-obi
(belt), and a fan. Holds a besom.

Shiro-gashira (long white wig worn by characters such

as wizened spirits), kintan-hachimaki (a headband in
gold), awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono), kitsuke /
atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by
male characters), hangire (a type of hakama trousers worn
by strong characters such as demons, gods, and warriors),
koshi-obi, and a stick. Leans on a cane.

Tengan (crown for female heavenly beings and court
ladies), kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori

(a short-sleeved kimono outer robe worn by female
characters) worn in tsuboori-style, kitsuke / surihaku
(short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the
costume of a female character), hakama in 6kuchi-style
(scarlet), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), unlined
kariginu-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Naga-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono with long
hakama trousers), kitsuke / dan-noshime (short-sleeved
kimono with very wide stripes, worn as the innermost
layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), a small sword, and a fan.

Two
About 1 hour 20 minutes
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