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schools. — o o
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1. Group of Itinerant Monks Arrives at the Village of Eguchi ) &\ 1w 5 T b E% % BE D 2 H E
£ h ¢ ¥ % D h K - : 5
While staying in Kyoto, a group of monks traveling around provinces on v Z @ 753 753\ ¥ %z 77 5 T 1&‘ O <
a pilgrimage decide to visit Tenn6-ji Temple / to make a pilgrimage to 7;-5 Q ) L A &) é ?h b N D %
the western provinces and comes to Settsu Province (present-day Osaka {1”? Tg ﬁ %‘ 7%\ LG _2,) v)o gﬁl é x E:_ %
Prefecture). They arrive at the village of Eguchi. {gz * %7;3 o ;/;: I % N i E“ Z%
S E 2 T X 3 <
Group of Monks (Itinerant Monk and Fellow Monks) % 1 b‘ﬁ Iz N ° f'@ i% t_&
The moon is a friend to we who have renounced the world and s i YA T 2 & z it ﬁ/E' %-—\
yet is also our old friend with whom we have been familiar since ‘79\ B 2 7? g? ; Z;’ f{“‘ il °
- 7= )
we belonged to the world. The moon is a friend to we who have T z)P < = 5:\ + ‘;f .
renounced the world and yet is also our old friend with whom 1 S I = ° » |$\‘ f‘j‘
D 5'32 & Jo ¢ E
we have been familiar since we belonged to the world. If that is D Tl th A v FA A il
/N .
so, where can we find a world that is truly removed from this H VD) D H . oZ ¥ 5 fd;
transient world? % B3 % g B\ 2:/:!, i— g 'E\
D E] S
V Z
Itinerant Monk - H = T X i 0/)\ 5}14}" =
Tz IR A £ T (A ;
I am a monk traveling around the provinces on a pilgrimage. I N < iVA < F O A At
never had a chance to visit Tenno-ji Temple in Settsu province. L N~ - L 1z & % A
I therefore made up my mind to visit the temple. / I am a monk L o) T - = & HE I
A} o I,
living in Kyoto. I never had a chance to travel to the western % O A é j:’v x )
provinces, so I made up my mind to depart on a pilgrimage to the Iz Kl v A 712 < D °
. = 5 D At X 1-_H: E T
western provinces. = & m v O HOFE G -
W ¥ v x5
Group of Monks We left Kyoto in the middle of the night, we left in the < i Iz 2 % IZ Y5 H
middle of the night and took a boat on the Yodo River. While ‘]:o YN 1 S j; i}/i v H %
traveling down the river, we dimly saw stalks of reeds growing YA P)‘ Vs ﬁi‘ - ?b\ Bl
in the vicinity of Udono. In the midst of a misty pine grove, we D T 7R b: I n
landed at the shore of the village of Eguchi, which is washed by AN ) I i & 7:’5
waves soft as smoke. We have arrived at the village of Eguchi. bi T iz E & Z 1z
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2. Villager Introduces the Monk to a Historic Site in Eguchi T D D % EZ\ OD) E\ é 1:' 1
~ i ks about the L X n 9 IH & =% J o ) o 1E i3
The itinerant monk calls out to a local resident of Eguchi anfl asks abo S g AT IS bi\ 2 T D # 5 fF =
historic site associated with Eguchi-no-kimi (Madam Eguchi), who was the ES D 1_&‘ z)_ %\ + _ Z v H & B %) C
head of a brothel in Eguchi. The villager tells him that it is the place they can oéj % > ! j’; A g ;L C oy b & Fg)? i :
see over there. E L H ] z 1z M f:) é:\ 7z %> 2 % GD)
SE g w2 g E DA,
. ¢ T 5 JiR R L » MO 2o i;i ST o
3. Itinerant Monk Meets a Female Villager and They Discuss One o 2 A ; Efﬁ < 5 %‘ g D 5 ;E; b ;)E (S
Saigyo’s Poems ;Hé " < i)i % {(L D . S , ) D E S 8
ated wi hi and Fwsc tuml Tk 2 )
The itinerant monk looks at the ruin associated with Madam‘Eguc ian A ZQ; z < 3 2 B (WIS 7 I R -
recalls an episode involving Monk Saigyo and Madam Eguchi. When he . 2 & > :G N 7 % ok 2 A [0 %
recites a poem by Saigyo, a woman living in the village al?proaches and tz s 3)0 + = = H 7)) o 2{ /@ " 2 0
to him. The woman tells the monk what Madam Eguchi mt(.snded: she di ) ‘[% 7?9) 15 - 753 2 H Ei‘ :t 0) 3
not offer lodging to Monk Saigy6 out of consideration for him as a man who % C}{f &)‘ % 2 ;% - IL;I% - Eii '?DE IﬁEi ,,C\
had renounced the world. :)ﬁ; é {Ei % z 5 3]3 - ;’: bi_ a E’)]‘ T
H: Z - >
Monk Well, this is the ruin associated with Madam Eguchi. How pitiful. b ‘la; D %[ 7% T\ < {0% RS 2 g OD)
[a few schools include this phrase] She passed away and was ‘ l}/) g (il I e L b ﬁé % jzj %} 18
buried in the ground, but her name lives on and still appears %n ‘ . g) g 3 ifﬂi T ™ ) 5oz A fif
old stories. Now, I am looking at this ancient ruin... how moving it L 1,03 i L g;g }:)b ?13 : L %o o
is. / how interesting it is. f:;, }> L 7];; nff? §E| }% o |7_Ef y %
PN i lodging for / 7:; o 7\’; - CE g’; ?EI: ]“ b
Now I remember that Monk Saigyo once tried to get lo g‘mg % é H N &\‘ = . 12 R >
the night in this village, but Madam Eguchi mercilessly rejected % = 7;) e 7—:0 7 EE ;g -
his request. He therefore wrote the poem, “To renounce th‘e world ﬁ é :C I 5 1o £ ,bm)\ T
is difficult, / But to deny a monk a night's lodging is far easier / El e ™ 5 ?:CL ; /g Hj &
For a heartless woman to do”” He must have composed th.e poem O /\: é)\ ’E[E v f) 2 L D
in this very spot. Oh, I feel so sorry for him. / Oh, that is interest- i— g 3{) E 7 < n ? %
ing. S of ° N D
e YL z z < 7 B
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illage Woman there. What did /O Lhlcebou % b ") 7‘1): eg\\ N f: B;L\L: % o Di 7L: D 73: -
Villag onk over D E M Vo - / =
Excuse me, reverend m: ? / Excuse me, what were you R 2 v & 17 v 27 IEJ S KX Z I
- ited the poem? " - ¥ = T o N S
hen you just recite ‘ - % 9] 3 7 - = - 7Y
X\inking when you recited the poem? 1= 0%) Z }7; éjféﬁ %5 j; L % ?L ;L IR [ &“\ L‘ 5
has appeared U & O fifi 2 72 T = I =12
. ith no houses, a woman hl VA & = V)\ by 2 T A 7
How Strange. In thlS plaCe w Why on earth dO You T L — 0)\‘ % ﬁi @ L > %’ 0) L
Monk 0 ked me why I have recited the poem. i 15 D A e Z T % L; E ) o2
nd aeke h a thing? / It is very suspicious. < z T AR QT § — 9 2 b’ n 7 7‘% ,%
ask me such a ) gL > 0 cZ2.: BLEE B
, for many years, but becau S L & - H ® o ®H E - T D f
I have forgotten about this st01’5;1 been freshly called to mind. 5 A D g lli% [E] IE' fﬁ D\ f% %o ’;b’ X N
an e SN A
om you recited this poem, thef;}s: ai)rld is as transient as a drop of ?: ;; Tﬁ % £ Egﬂg H T E% %3 5 7? /;7)\
. in his poem, “This w ifficult for such a > WD = L8 &
SangO wrote in it must be difficu = - N 0i H 'fZ'E > we
dew on a blade of grass. Although i how merciless of you to @ U; '[?;f': i T\ . L L " (%2 . & o
ly person to renounce this world, ho ing this poem, I feel < T E' % < A SN+ <‘): 3 ) 72
worldly p en one night' lodging Hearing he nivht, *i: I3 - ok R » e BT 5 7. b B
o o forthe i ok $ 7 oA Db AP
ashamed. I did no . on for the rejection. %) 71’; Z) 'fm‘ & - T J: 71’: T }E‘ T J:
> in order to explain the reas & L % < > 1
have appeared in orde g & & CE 9 D T n Y,
ited Monk Ssaigyd’s . [ ER z g T N Yo
- icular in mind when I rec SIFuin wb K /S £ S L B
I had n°thlng partlcu . ause I came to this r .zz\ n ) 0) Cf N > 7;,
Monk t this ruin associated with it. / Bec how starting 5 7 — 5 < i S 71)\ 9 7N %;j g
a L me Z > Z
S;ZTiated with the Monk Saigyd’s Poerr;:;at she did not mean X D % »l{- D) i EE g Ly ;5 %['}2( AN
] a A
reciting it. You offer excuses for her tselilme who on earth you are? + 2%2 VAR S lil 2 D = % U@ Ti
to deny him lodging, but would you \} N %‘L‘ - e / ; L S ;: Vo) L %) "
f bein - E - B Iz > 7
say? Because I was ashamed of being L o2 & S E® 55 T
hat do you mean to say . . [a few schools jf = % - \ 75) 7
Woman Wha ing denied him lOdglng1 . ich I L 7) tﬁ O) é’_ é: T T % ">) o &
misunderstood for having him with a poem, in which L < W D T B3 T jEjl: D &
include this phrase] I responded to im lodging. [ am wondering e ¢ )y T 7 S Ho23 T 7 2
L for not offeril‘lg him lo ging. D N ) 753‘ 2 parnd L %) >
explained my reason - - /i j‘ N T H K E D y
why you did not recite my poem. c“‘\ — VA 7171 Y S ¥ 9 JC 71); < D
i D %5 U
% i < Z A B0
¥ ®
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Woman  in the poem he wrote about her.

Group of Reciters Idid not offer him lodging so that he would not regret
having renounced this transient world, so that he would not form
attachments to this transient world. Why then did people say that
I was heartless to not offer him lodging? Though that incident
happened long ago in the past to which I am unable to return,

Monk Now I remember. [a few schools include this phrase] The reply
poem must be, “As I heard that you have renounced the world, D 48 L - H N z E D F Ko Ly
o & % R S K2 A H
Woman My only thought was that you should not become attached to A 57 WK a8 D %.} 5 & IZ T 1z & )
such a lodging in this world in which we temporarily stay. I did foi L & :%: g VAo % 0:; }5 72w L i
not mean to deny you lodging” I was simply advising a priest who ¥ 7,/); 13 I[E/[ ;é; = 4, N fy%l %m‘:{ ﬁ I:H; ;’
had renounced the world not to become attached to this place and T%ﬁ 05 s = :}; 7 1@ L ® =3 i3 L
therefore, to not offer him lodging in a house full of women was i 13 7 \z E@( &) \z Ayl ‘g 1R f';_\
morally proper of me, was it not? L A ° D 50 5 ?}i 7 "R AR 7)) 3
> ~ /\/ N
Monk Yes, indeed, that was morally proper. Monk Saigyo was a priest t ?)J 5—) 'z%‘: 7= %2(. 2 Pg)\ %L ) 0:\ =
who renounced this world that temporarily lodges us. W = 5 D MG Z b7 N ?ﬁtﬂ
b = 3: T Ci N o J}E g L /E\ {%
a) » ~ -
Woman We were a house well-known for its sensual pleasures, and many 2“ TH: 9 H %‘ 7] < o5 v r 2}7’;
things hidden from the public as well. “Do not let your heart stay ) % 713:\ %) L iT I3 %\ VA n
i)) ‘[dlgl: o) /\ %) % J): %) k —
- . o L I 2 i b 5 » m i
Monk at such an inn” So she wrote in her poem, ¥ N %- D F - 5 = 7
b 7 H %) 7
S i ¥ L < Z
Woman because her mind had consideration and great respect for a man ')\ D) ;91' N A N E D
who had taken the tonsure. N N 0 % » = X
Bz CORRE B T T
g - = J 'fﬁ bj:
Monk Nevertheless, she was described as heartlessly denying him 7 | & < w N
‘ £y D Hy 7z |
lodging... VD % H H -
% L JLiA
¢ 8 %
& < ek
b A 3
N T\ N
5 b
Cl: N
)
7%
e

even now, reverend monk, do not let your mind dwell on such a

s

oSl S v L ERYDE
SED A NFCHUWEN~TINE) AT

S T S CIEERES
E (&M TAdN>C

P eI S o

worldly story as you, too, have renounced the world.
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Eguchi Story

4. The Woman Disappears after Revealing That She Is the Ghost of
Madam Eguchi

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Eventually evening falls and the village woman starts to look like a shadow.
When the monk asks her identity, she reveals that she is the ghost of Madam
Eguchi. She disappears into thin air, leaving behind only her voice.

While I am listening to your story of this sad world, the sun is
about to set. You started to fade out like a shadow. Would you tell
me who you are?

On the shore where the river bends, you will find the vague
outlines of a shadow standing outside in the evening and under-
stand that it is a courtesan from the village of Eguchi, although I
am ashamed to admit it.

So, without a doubt, you are a deceased person, aren’t you?

In this transient world, I lived at an inn,

from which could be seen branches of the plum tree springing
forth and just as they spring forth in my mind,

quite unexpectedly,

BERR—FILTA K the gg.com
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& % ws & & a3 =8}
= N N N
Reciters  have you come to visit this ruin. This must be due to the bond we o 0 B’ 22 EE Sit: St LR {Ei |]_\|
Y : e B EE b 7" o C %5 D
formed in our previous lifetimes. As people often say, all chance ‘lj y Tf B> A oo o~ e ) i o n o B
encounters, such as taking shelter together under a tree while 3 {é: - ')) % % % 'l‘ig‘ D @D i n
iﬁ v ﬂ-.: MRS gz
waiting for the rain to stop or drawing a cup of water from the 2] g g ‘1 Hﬁ;f {E e BE O\ 228 %‘ & VA DU
[t < - N - K
same river, happen because of the bond we formed in previous s H K 1= % _CE %‘:‘ i %): c 2 D 4 0%
lifetimes. Yes, I am the ghost of Madam Eguchi. The monk only % LEC g ?E% %l S W g I i % ?% t‘: E
hears her voice and she vanishes into thin air. He only hears her & B b & H - >2| N ¥ o ot -
3_ % =5 o N T *J 71:- N EA w — ,f& T
voice and she vanishes into thin air. 2 I ¢ B »H v e Vg = zZ 4 <
& E Y & By o2 B 3 2N
W T > = 2 <
[Interlude] 35 % Z ) <o E‘ %\ o En S
T3 3 SN - W % DLW
I NS X
b woH & % 9 L
5. Monk Asks Villager about Madam Eguchi % Z g g % 3) D < W ;_)) 7
. B % o & F M Z D R
The same villager appears on the stage again. He responds to the monk’s N = = 7o L A W» < T °
question and starts to tell a story about Madam Eguchi. A long time ago, ?f ?: E ?72 ? M 7% % L L Z
when Shoka Shonin (Monk Shoka)* prayed and wished to meet the bodhisat- b A fE‘ T % b&) o i ;‘k 2’
tva Universal Sage,** in a dream he received an oracle that told him to go 5< :\Szg iﬁl nooE o< 7- g) ¥
and meet Madam Eguchi. When he went to meet her, she was in the middle = éxh 2 = D BE AR
of enjoying an outing on a boat. When his eyes were closed, Monk Shoki g O = D B ﬁ L 7L FjET\ = =
saw the bodhisattva Universal Sage and ten female rakshasa demons. When L:E % ?% T & O K H [ ')\ 9
he opened his eyes, he saw Madam Eguchi and her attendants. He therefore ® o= % % Ei 2 é % R n
realized that Madam Eguchi is a reincarnation of the bodhisattva Universal % I m A Eﬁ % I 7?3\ T.é Z.)\
-
Sage and came to this world in order to save living beings. The villager who A= = R CHES) iR —
tells this legend suggests that the monk perform a memorial service for 2% K %FEJ\ D Z b IL W N 1)
Madam Eguchi and then takes his leave. T X Ic n 72 > O < Z D D
d z £ T ) W0 A B
E & e >
*Monk Shoku: A high-ranking monk of the Heian period. He was from the noble family of < BE z f& j‘ ﬁ I % D I
the Tachibanas. According to legend, he established Shoshazan Engy6-ji Temple (in Himeji 72\ & 5 Eg ti J: % |4 I [glg[ ff_‘ﬁ
City, Hyogo Prefecture). Z % g D\ H /\ H oy ?)ﬁ = b\
** The Bodhisattva Universal Sage: In Sanskrit, he is called Samantabhadra, meaning one I% LC\ ° “I ;%z g i }]\\\ ? tg: .
in possession of every kind of wisdom. Along with Manjushri Bodhisattva, Universal Sage = R 1 7 NI
attends to Shakyamuni Buddha and is often described as sitting atop a white elephant. {p b0 K ﬁ‘ 75: 0? j{g_‘ E‘ {q
Descriptions of this bodhisattva are found in the Lotus Sutra, which states that women z= 1 D Ci HEE & Ao A k D
are able to attain buddhahood. Therefore, since ancient times in Japan, Universal Sage
was especially popular among women and a focus of their faith. The ten female rakshasa
demons are his attendants.
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6. Ghost of Madam Eguchi Appears and Shows How They Enjoyed Boating AD A D m
i/ | I G 0 - = R~ S 2
In the night, when the monk starts a memorial service, he notices that a I D SN )) V) ") T T 3k =1
pleasure boat is floating on the river under the moon. Madam Eguchi has Y % Z)O H & fg 7 (R {A = bZ)) % (/)]
embarked on it, joined by her courtesans. Madam Eguchi shows the monk mw & & & G A p) b < L - T
how they enjoyed boating. moow 0 (. 5 5 g 02 & =
e T i 3 7% 7% 5 o = h A
T 2 ; 51 v W FH X P R
Monk Well, the ghost of Madam Eguchi appeared in her temporary form > L A X M 9 9 9 D D ) n
and exchanged words with me. I will perform a memorial service =53 0 =8| Iz 5 5 12 MY <O 2 .
for her so that she will be able to attain buddhahood. + 2 T T < A 0:\ K—\ L %gz T E\é N
Group of Monks {% %)/ g)z Zﬁ; 55 % IZI[: ?El: 7 g;g D N (43
I I
Before he has finished speaking, how strange it is that * A ) WA 2% B % = H ;
AR h - N A td SO C S .
Following Monks D & % t 3 %)\ %)\ W I D %
Before he has finished speaking, how strange it is that ll| ‘ji @kﬁ 1'? % 3/1: W JII g
Y ox A 5 B n ¢ ¢
%

Group of Monks gk O iy R L D 3

On the surface of the river that reflects the clear moon, I can see, = 7- 5 J55 ) = R

in the moonlight, the courtesans playing and singing on a pleasure 4 A & C i3 g

boat. How strange. I can see the moonlight shining upon them. /E\ AT _752 5

How strange. /] - 5 SR

i £ ¢

[

Reciters / Madam Eguchi and Two of Her Attendants

Stop the pleasure boat so that the relationship of one night can be 7
consummated on board, 7%

U Iz

Reciters  Stop the pleasure boat, so that the relationship of one night can % g

-

be consummated on board—while living such a life, I did not

53
CENe-T SN

1

2

realize that this world is transient, just like a dream. Indeed, how
fragile and impermanent am I. Long ago at Matsura Bay, Lady
Sayo shed tears of sorrow upon separating with her husband who
departed for China. Also, the Maiden of the Uji Bridge waited in

LJEEROTEH A S ATHA >

G ONEFEEWRE O RO HERY C VDTS FERNS
(——’E‘@ /&% 09}“48(% ("3"
SEHARESHOON STWUTZIFAH

Pl S
I
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3 N -I
vain for her husband, who hardly ever visited her. Although I am a % 1;
courtesan, I am similar to these women. How pitiful. D Fh v 7 Z L A Wz Z 7 2
TE R A oT ®HE H# #L b A
Madam Eguchi and Attendants / Madam Eguchi T b » ‘k % g % E d }i g; DB
There is nothing I can do, 2}% b = 7L - iz Iz ‘(i L
z 72 Ll Iz T T ¥ W] /i RS
D i N i D U
Reciters  There is nothing I can do, for just as flowers, snow, clouds, and 33 % W ;\% z % H é 2 7 ?L gz
waves, so too I am as fragile and fleeting as bubbles, but I would 9 H Ly W D + D ¥ W» ) %
still like to see those enjoyable days. e n & % < % Wz Z Z
7% ¥ ES L V& S & E i
Monk How strange. On the surface of the river that reflects the clear o 2—) z E % 7?) {;Z)E lg < ‘(‘\ = %
moon, many courtesans sing loudly, and I see the pleasure boat ﬁ S n 2 NIl D o i
full of people dressed in colorful attire. I wonder whose boat it is. < £l 1% D — )z Vel >
2 fa I3 D < {7 £ % T
Eguchi = What? Are you asking whose boat this is? I humbly tell you, this is F D % &’.\ 3;0 it % E5Y %3]
the boat of someone once called Madam Eguchi, who is enjoying El %)): :72; - ;i‘ % %ﬁ <
ti 1 boat lit night. % 2 H SN . ; .
an outing on a pleasure boat on a moonlit nig - L.\ 0) B T 2 e W
; ; (7 5 1 3 s
Monk Oh my goodness. Did you say you are a courtesan in Eguchi? That e H : 2 D ~ 7%
was a long time ago... D B ° =) . oz v D
A H v T oE D A
Eguchi ~ Well, you say that was a long time ago, but as you are just seeing it 72 g 2: ;go J): OE)'
by
now, the moon shines no differently than it did a long time ago. é ¥ L I c?, )
T % e i Is
Attendants B % v ) AN b
And, here we are showing ourselves to you who speaks nonsense 7> D E‘)\ A % A
by saying that we are people from long ago. L b B x> W ES
AN ES o R b 2
% 2 B> D 7
LA L % <
& A 73 7l
= ° D B > B
N =3 =~
) »n 5 A 4:
b . O L g
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D ; 7 B PE 7
Eguchi Oh well, whatever he says, E‘ |
Tz K 0 g A % m B %
Retainers we will neither respond nor listen to him. Ei 3 N P=y ES %\ ESY \z 5] %ﬁ b2
iz ?ﬁ & fit W &z ¥
Eguchi  How annoying. 3 ?é)\ S /A ’Ef gjf\ FJ;’?\ D Z b %\
Ji& ;  Z K & ¥
Eguchi and Attendant g i % @ 5 & o < 3‘\ fil
guchi an endants s 7 5 5 7S D PN + £
The river’s water runs high in the fall, and it swiftly carries our Vo % m % ¢ s VA ° B 7
boat forward. | e RS % E: Z T ES F'g? "i’
% £ B, ) nooo =S I
R E il S R
Eguchi ~ With the moon shining brightly, the boat is propelled along by il): Zblj % = n/) 575? " ’C\ % i;
les, i . L i
poles, and we sing songs on board o % - < Y X E 7 L
‘ . . , , b i % e L % B %
Reciters ~ Sing more, sing more, fondly remembering the past, sing more. D i p X % T L T D
Even now we still miss the past, when we courtesans enjoyed T % lf; 5 f;) A /e ES) S
outings on a pleasure boat, so we sing a song about traversing this b I _ ﬂjﬁ 2 3 \75) E] i{
. . . 5 X < 0 < /e i ES
world of sadness while we enjoy ourselves on this boat. ° 1A F 3 tr L
Tk I S S X
N2 £ ’ ) 9
7. Madam Eguchi Expounds Some Principles of the Buddha’s Teaching H % ’)o ZS °
and Performs a Dance % % 3
EIS
- o) =]
Madam Eguchi explains, in simple terms, some principles of the Buddha’s %% n =
teaching, such as transmigration and the principles of karmic reward and | ) L
that all things are impermanent. She then performs a dance. i » g)
s 7 i
Reciters  First of all, due to the Twelve Causes and Conditions,* we living El = D
beings receive birth over and over again in six realms, just like the % ES g
wheel of a cart, rolling around in a garden. oa A L8
O
s i3
> 9 o
Z) o N
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Eguchi / Reciters
That is also like a bird in the woods, flitting from tree to tree. L5 A .. ¥ o % B Vo T EL
gk or £ Skoo0m oz ¢ it
Reciters  Our previous lifetime also had a previous lifetime, 97 D o n A % U D 5 A A
>, pA
&R %i B z & ?& i ® ? % R
: : AT I AN e > D e
Eguchi / Reciters K o ™ - | 5 % X D ¥ W
and no matter how far back we trace our lifetimes, we will never w7 ~ ; D E’ 3 < % N iz 7 Jﬁt
know the very beginning of our transmigration. - - X {%Et o0 w 5 Sk - 8 ke
AL -~ g v i T L5 T D ¥
Reciters  After our current lifetime ends, we will receive birth in other L L Kl Z) tE 3 pu 73 %)\ Hi Iz
lifetimes endlessly. We do not know when this cycle of transmi- l’: T é: %i &-\ v )\ #% % y 1% {E{
N - )
gration will end. Z g‘ i h i &‘ / % L F N <
7 hn 5 S v T ’?-’ AN ol U
Eguchi  Even if we receive a good reward and are able to receive birth in X N n N i < VoD PN 4 > 4
the realm of humans or the realm of heavenly beings, X AN %é Iz N 5 i Tt D °
h 2 D o= o om A & T
- N A - > N
Reciters we may lose sight of morality and get lost on the way, in which e % ;; :% R ﬂg@ éE N .
case we cannot sow the seeds of liberating ourselves from delu- ‘Jf) % T 4 ’E 2 ¥ ) x
U - T S T R R -
% o0 T 2 % 3 b %
Eguchi  Or we may, due to bad karmic condition, fall into an evil place, w 4 b < Tl:ﬂ - % Hl
such as the three lowest realms of suffering into which the de- & z 7% — A k\\ & é
. o . . . VA 54 2 2 X 73 b -
ceased fall or the eight difficult circumstances in which we would 3 ¥ o D 3 < 1 r
be unable to access the teaching of Buddha or the True Dharma, 5 5 E L % n 1%
° n = b T 7% ZAS
Reciters  in which case we would be tormented by sufferings and incapable Z f:\ JE L ?{)\ Y i Y 2
of finding any approach to awaken the aspiration for Bodhi. 1 7bi 5t e :‘;C
b G
Eguchi  Fortunately, although it is difficult to do, we received birth in the %‘_ @
realm of humans, however, %) >
H N
Reciters I received birth in a female body, which by nature has heavy > 7
sinful karmic deeds, and worse yet, I became a courtesan. When I 7> 5
think that this must be the negative karmic reward from my past

BEER—%ILY A b thegg.com - 10 - http://www.the-noh.com



Eguchi Story

In springtime, crimson flowers bloom. In the morning, we see
the mountains dressed beautifully in crimson brocade and in the
evening, the flowers are blown away and scattered by the wind.
In autumn when the leaves on the trees change color, the evening
forest is painted yellow, beautifully mottled like a tie-dyed fabric.
However, the leaves lose their hue in the morning frost. Drawn
by the wind rustling through the pine trees and the moonlight
filtered through the leaves of a vine, I exchange words with a
guest, but he will not come back once he leaves. A man and a
woman will separate eventually, even though they have entwined
in a beautifully decorated bedroom. Plants without hearts and
warm-hearted humans are equally unable to escape from the
principle of impermanence. Although I know that,

Eguchi  one time, I fell in love with a man’s look and deepened my attach-
ment to love.

Reciters  And one time, I fell in love with his beautiful voice and my heart
formed a deep attachment to him. Then, when my mind thought
of him and my mouth talked about him, I incurred the bad karma
of telling lies. Indeed, human beings are lost in this transient
world that is filled with the six dusts (the six things that pollute
the six sense-organs of human beings: forms, sounds, smells,
tastes, tactile objects, and mental objects) and commit the sins of
the six sense-organs (that is, the eyes, ears, nose, tongue, sense of
touch, and mind). That is because our minds are deluded by what
we see and what we hear.

How interesting.
Jo-no-mai)

An elegant and very slow dance accompanied by the music of a Japanese

flute and small and large hand drums.

BERR—FILTA K the g@.com
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Stor L ﬂﬂ é + % 7L N
Eguchi Yy OD) ) D o H . 232 AE
z ] b & D iL %o & msa
*Twelve Causes and Conditions: A twelve-part explanation of the causes and effects of 2 71;: E 0 U= T
transmigration that living beings undergo in the three periods (past, present and future 2 }FL\ 73: - A o 36 ﬁ % 1% ) ? Q{,ﬁ\ EE =
lives). They are: (1) darkness (the ignorance that is the root of delusions), (2) actions (the N — vk % ) ° N e AP
power that comes from deeds, potential formative effect), (3) consciousness (cognitive ‘5 ff_ \ g -k E % /ﬁ\ % 1 = z E &
differentiation as an expression of karma), (4) mind and body (mental and physical ele- T ‘E\ E| =N DRE: ~ jf % .- g <0_) & Hi
ments), (5) the six sense-organs (the eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind), (6) contact 36 o) 1X ;ZI] 3 ~ E{ ﬂé Y % = = 5 - 7%
with external objects, (7) sensation (sensations that the six sensory organs receive through % = f;j = 753‘ @ V N < o E (e & £l fc
contact with external objects), (8) craving (desire for pleasure), (9) clinging to things on'e ° D Vo N R ~ U\ % %ﬁ 3;': [J\ 2" é_
desires (attachments), (10) existence, (11) birth, and (12) aging and death (physical decline iﬂ_é N ;@ % — f ) n E N e 5 3
and the end of one’s life). N 7 - %ﬁ - 2 % &: nn‘\‘ ) 3
v S nou < v nozoB' A
D L 7 % VoA Z L[4 Bor Doy
i SRS e ( 28 L % o A2
8. Madam Eguchi is Transformed into the Bodhisattva Universal Iz W {2 % AR . 2 g z g
Sage and Flies Away, Vanishing into the Western Skies MR H - I 2‘ » Fic} & " E'E 2
z gpi § ;; Fzv & r)n D o B /%Z
i i N 5 =
After explaining that being removed from attachments is the way to achieve %{’ »o¥ WA %A % 32 < ’EE 2
enlightenment, Madam Eguchi bids farewell and is transformed into the X o X ;)C i ; SEJT: g) » o ? rd ?& =
bodhisattva Universal Sage. The pleasure boat on which she rides is trans- n ¥ ) I > it H iy @ £ 2
formed into a white elephant (the mount of bodhisattva Universal Sage), and 3 \f(‘{ > ;)( % ';) 2 E < 0
mounted on the elephant, flies away to the west where Amida’s Pure Land is g :5'5 0%) e b 2 5> 93 ZS
) ~
located. N P 1% I 53 L E R o
. i3 2 P =7 0
i i i Is include this phrase] The real state = < FHe Z n < &
Eguchi ~ How interesting. [a few schools include this phrase D L i3 3 z o L
of all things is a vast ocean undefiled by delusions and undis- 153 7 . %/}: g": 7z z %E ;C)
turbed by the wind of the five dusts and six desires blows. Living D o) ZP é‘//\( i 6C {ﬁ\ P( R
beings who reach this state are unmoved by any kind of desire. 10'_52 ;ﬁ g pa < - NET: )D_ng!
Z e 5
. ) n fc Ja e c R 2
Reciters  This ultimate reality appears in waves of delusions that vary D 2 (e E £ 2 _%
depending on each person’s karma. Not a single day is calm, with % 23 gg /% 1z Z EE\ ’ gj‘; &
no waves forming. Not a single day is calm. ¥ N ) Vi H =% 4
N b e » —
Eguchi  Our minds are shaken by the waves of delusions, because we leave 0 {0;2 no %— L =13
our hearts in this transient world and form attachments to it. N 2 5 5 | % B &
El M LoH v T B
% 7z ER B {3 =

http:// Wwww.the-noh.com
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Eguchi ~ Remember, this transient world is but our temporary lodging.

B
I T HCA D) HIOE L SHEAMDI®D SR oS TNTaS

ORI IEIE ot s ot A I S O R

Reciters Remember, this transient world is but our temporary lodging. It is

D D D
. N Z =1 z
Reciters  If we have no attachments, nothing in this world of sadness can
trouble us. e B H woAE | A7 A %
B 2 A X n b= %z
Eguchi ~ We will not fall in love with someone, Z Z B4 & AL 7 n 5= 3
& n Z © L A Iz H 73
. . . , L 72 ES D X L A ER o
Reciters  so we will not expect and wait for a lover’s evening visit. - N N
b ¢ L %oT it % N
Sl I3 H Z 1 B
Eguchi  We will not lament separations. b N e x L ') N
n I 2 E i3 z 5
Reciters The flowers and the crimson leaves, the moon and the snow— 50 A Tﬁ X ZAS & =
these are things that enchant us and drive us to exchange poems é:- I‘z ) 1-—lj“
. ES Z i % Iz
yet they are, after all, without worth. z 5 ¢ H
& = ) 7
5 5
< 2
»om r
I who admonishes you not to become attached to this temporary - S 5
- p
abode. Now the time has come for me to bid farewell. So saying, L ci\ 7
Madam Eguchi stands up and is instantly transformed into the T D
bodhisattva Universal Sage, while the boat in which she rides is b °
transformed into a white elephant. This bodhisattva, mounted on Z’O

the elephant, rides on a white cloud and flies off to the west. We
think it is a blessing. Truly, it is a blessing.

¢ ROM L EIOFFERI>rSFNUSHEATIOTI( HIORHEFES (T v
OSSO - OSNTTHR
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Eguchi
Synopsis

While staying in Kyoto, a group of itinerant monks
traveling around the provinces on a pilgrimage decide to visit
Tenno-ji Temple in Settsu Province (in Osaka Prefecture
present-day) [to go on a pilgrimage to the western provinces],
and set out on their journey. They travel down the Yodo River
on a boat and stop at the village of Eguchi. The village used to
have a number of brothels and is well-known for the story of
Eguchi-no-kimi (Madam Eguchi), the mistress of the brothel
district, who declined a request from Monk Saigy6, when
he was looking for a place to stay for the night. Advised by a
villager about a historic place associated with Madam Eguchi,
the itinerant monk becomes immersed in deep emotions while
looking at the place and recites Monk Saigyd’s poem: “To
renounce the world is difficult, / But to deny a monk a night's
lodging is far easier / For a heartless woman to do.” Then, a
woman who has heard the poem recited comes to talk to the
monk. She recites the reply poem that Madam Eguchi sent
to Monk Saigyo, explaining that she did not mean to reject
Saigyd’s request but rather, she was trying to be considerate
of Saigyo, by refraining from offering lodging at a brothel to
him—a man who had entered the priesthood. Furthermore,
she tells the monk not to pay attention to such stories about
worldly matters because he has also renounced the world.
‘When the monk asks who she is, she reveals that she is the
ghost of Madam Eguchi and vanishes.

The monk once again asks the villager about Madam
Eguchi. The villager tells him the story of Shoka Shonin (Monk
Shoka) having received, in a dream, an oracle that Madam
Eguchi was a reincarnation of bodhisattva Universal Sage. The
villager encourages the monk to perform a memorial service
for Madam Eguchi.

In the middle of the night, while the monk is preforming
a memorial service for Madam Eguchi, her ghost appears
on a pleasure boat, accompanied by the ghosts of two of her
attendants. After showing the scene of enjoying themselves
on the gorgeous boat, Madam Eguchi expounds the Buddhist
teachings of karmic reward and the principle of impermanence
and performs a dance. Then, she explains that we will reach
enlightenment once we let go of our attachments, and is
transformed into the bodhisattva Universal Sage. The pleasure
boat she is riding in is also transformed into a white elephant
(the mount of bodhisattva Universal Sage). The bodhisattva
mounted on the elephant rides on a white cloud and flies away
to the west.

BERR—ZILTA b theg@com

Highlights

Eguchi village exists in present-day Higashi Yodogawa
Ward, Osaka. The origin of the name is “Naniwa-e no kuchi
(the mouth of Naniwa Bay).” The village was located at the
junction of the Yodo and Kanzaki rivers and flourished as a hub
of water traffic since ancient times. In the Heian period (late
8th to late 12th century), many pilgrims traveling to Kumano,
Mount Koya, and Shitenno6-ji Temple stopped by this village.
As a number of nobles from Kyoto visited the village of Eguchi,
it is assumed that high-end brothels operated in the village.
Because they offered services to noblemen, courtesans working
in Eguchi were educated and knew how to compose poems.
Some noble ladies who were financially ruined probably ended
up as courtesans in Eguchi.

Madam Eguchi was a brothel mistress in the village
of Eguchi. There are several stories about her, such as the
episodes in which she exchanged poems with Monk Saigyo
regarding his request for overnight lodging. In another story,
Monk Shoka came to see her because it was revealed to him in
a dream that she is an incarnation of the bodhisattva Universal
Sage. The inclusion of these episodes in this Noh piece enriches
its storyline.

The highlight of this play, “Eguchi,” comes the second half
of the drama when courtesans enjoy boating. Madam Eguchi
and two retainers appear on the stage in a boat, which is quite
impressive. Like a fragile dream that disappears in an instant,
they enjoy a night of boating on the Eguchi shore, which is
surrounded by rivers. While the drama depicts such moments
of pleasure, it also describes the severity of karmic reward and
the impermanence of this world. Although Madam Eguchi is a
courtesan engaged in the most worldly of worldly professions,
she is also an incarnation of the bodhisattva Universal Sage.
Madam Eguchi vividly embodies the dazzling brilliance,
effervescence, and fleeting nature of this world and yet she
also shows that etched deep within it lies, the light of profound
truth, imbuing this play with profound meaning. The dances
are elegant and beautiful not merely for their own sake, as they
also draw the audience into the world of profundities that they
can enjoy pondering in the lingering atmosphere.

The last section of Eguchi touches upon core principles of
the Buddha'’s teaching and therefore is often chanted at wakes,
funerals and memorial services to console the soul of the
deceased.
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Schools All five

Category The Third Group Noh, kazura-mono

Author Kannami (Revised by Zeami in later day)

Subject “Senja-sho (Anthology of Buddhist Stories),”“Jikkin-sho (Stories of Ten

Lessons),” and “Koji-dan (Collection of Ancient Narratives),” etc.

Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)
Scene Eguchi in Settsu Province

Tsukurimono A pleasure boat

Characters Mae-shite Village Woman

Nochi-shite  Ghost of Madam Eguchi

Tsure Two Female Attendants

Waki Itinerant Monk

Waki-tsure Two Monks Following the Monk

Ai Villager

Masks Shite Wakaonna, zo, fukai, or ko-omote
Tsure Ko-omote
Costumes Mae-shite Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori (a
short-sleeved kimono outer robe worn by female
characters) worn in kinagashi-style, kitsuke / surihaku
(short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the
costume of a female character), and a fan.

Nochi-shite  Kazura, kazura-obi, karaori worn in tsuboori-style, kitsuke /
surihaku, hakama in o6kuchi-style (scarlet), koshi-obi (belt),
and a fan.

Tsure Kazura, kazura-obi, karaori worn in kinagashi-style, kitsuke/
surihaku, hakama in 6kuchi-style (scarlet),koshi-obi. (One
of the two tsures makes one shoulder off of her karaori
kimono and holds a pole).

Waki Sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke /
kogéshi-atsuita (thickly-woven kimono with small check
pattern) or muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no
pattern), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi,
Buddhist prayer beads, and a fan.

Waki-tsure Sumi-boshi, mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime, hakama
in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, Buddhist prayer beads,
and a fan.

Ai Kitsuke / dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with very
wide stripes, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes
of male characters of lesser standing), tops and bottoms
of kimono for kyogen-kata, koshi-obi, a small sword, and a

fan.

Number of Scenes
Length

Two
About 2 hours
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