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*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different % B ;)k
schools. o e H N
B LR L2 e v o
1. Zhang Liang Delivers a Prologue I Ci\ 1 < ‘:o Z D g 7‘171 Q S H %’
2 "o ATHB °Z AT CH E &
_— e WS R E o2l s M B ' §
ang ‘1ang appears on the stage. e introduces m?se (fm td tE.!I' talking T E{ % ; lﬁ:l :‘ S ) ﬁ[ E fq é D % iy S
about his dream, rushes to the dirt-paved wooden bridge in Xiapi. W2 9 RN kAR DR K R ~ <
b s o A F f 3 X
Zhang Liang D ik i o ,EL;E,'\ Z & w ¢ & L ?‘j T s
[ am Zhang Liang, an official in the service of Emperor Gaozu of g Z Gl: 71?5 7\ 0%2 ‘g ? {;E ?f 1;75 g;g 5§ < %
the Han Dynasty. Although I am extremely busy as a government 2 # I? g x A 7 b: < L T [%j: L +: ;E
official and have no free time, one night I had a strange dream. ° H #2 £ © 1 & 2 S Ed AR % V) = %__\
In the city called Xiapi, there is a wooden bridge paved with dirt. H @ ?g k) :)—?3 H 9 3 %k % 9 % o
When I happened to be taking a break on the bridge, an old man Iz J): B 5 oL k\ /ﬁ\ & M ui 7
on horseback passed by. The old man intentionally dropped his 75 02 2% 7‘2; <\ C:. j— » ﬁ = 71?;3 - %
left shoe and ordered me to pick it up and put it on his foot. / 0%) 3= D A 5‘) Z 1 %\ 0 5') B
When I happened to be taking a break at the bridge, an old man < Ff') ;L'E z 7%‘ I » 5; %_' B AR AL D
on horseback appeared out of nowhere and passed by. I do not c o7 % D F 9 5 Dl & T 7e
know why, but he intentionally dropped his left shoe and ordered Z & 2 B T E EH E VD 1'%
me to pick it up and put it on his foot. I wondered who he thought n Z N 7;\ X 2 g)( H & D 9 ZQO T
he was, ordering me to do such a thing, but I followed his order 7‘%) ?C L ]:2 E % E&f E’C H’% E }?j A Ao
because the old man had such a noble bearing, like someone T H T R W EE T A :E 1% D
quite extraordinary. Besides, we should treat any old person with A 28 ﬁ%) B r 95 & /¢: B o B N %
respect, just like our own parents, so I picked up the shoe he had D H i T o L E’E D E DB c'fj
dropped and put it back on his foot. Then, the man / old man told + ,é» H ® H I3 '< > % AN & I é“
me, “Your determination is genuine. Five days from today, come s & H 7%6 o i e é: ,é % “%E /2“:
back to this place. I will teach you the secret principles of military { ;?2 \z z 7{‘/— f /E\ % L g ;2 ‘lf o
strategy”” Just as the old man was saying this, I woke up. Counting A e E. D N g {é N v 2 75-3 s
the days, this is the fifth day after I had the dream. So I am rushing D H : Hg:f ¥ 3)\ B oo o oy
there to the wooden bridge paved by dirt in Xiapi. / the bridge in e % S 7z N k- H &
Xiapi. / Xiapi. j): @ 7 Zz i & 0})( /: /o "9: %J\ E'
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Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story it
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Day is already dawning. Day is already dawning. I proceed with

&R
£ o B
- 1E
concern for arriving late, as the road ahead to Xiapi is still very WM oo ¥ B f% D % B 314 = [ C 2 B K
long. When the sun is shining brightly atop the mountain rise, I 9 B FHf oo (S 2"5\ O N pic ™ \fo {
finally arrive at the bridge in Xiapi, where the river makes ripples. J)i & 2 It H 7R ; Cji ;) n A D
I arrive at the bridge / on the bridge in Xiapi. ) 2’; A i3 5 I hy = D &)\ TQ
i {5~ B B 1 I 2 B £
HZ Kk 7 F I “ H T B B
. N Aok @ T o %# : iz U
2. Old Man Scolds Zhang Liang for Arriving Late < 9 g): ) }é ¥ E 5 }%‘L E 3 D Oé <
W A % Iy - < 7:: 7 i A 2 \l_ U
As Zhang Liang arrives late, the old man is angry and scolds Liang. The old o 5 Ci\ N Zz 2 +\ %: X’\ LS i< < S <\
man says that Liang was not worth waiting for and that Liang should leave f:\ % A ? f'% HO) B e g ';)" g T g M
immediately, but gives him another chance to return to the same place five 3 b 7 ? ) Z H N 5 N op <
days later in the middle of the night. Promising that he will wait for Liang 2 N ¥F 5 = Dk %) D lé n a) iz b
again, the old man disappears. E] 5 f:\ Ci: n T w R 5 + = TQ‘
T & : . ol < 2
Old Man Well, well! You are late, Zhang Liang. You broke the promise you ‘JE J:\ M\ E3 &3 % & e [% % W
made to an aged man. I have been counting the toll of the morn- 02 e E— Z‘{ 2 7?: ;: %)) o On) g‘l) c%l
ing bells and waiting for you here, but the time of our promised {Eﬁ H E I_E[, ;; 23 %‘ Z e = iV
meeting has already passed. Z J:\ iz 3 ;?)\ L g I o <
S, en N ok o 82
Group Reciters W T A 2 E Z % W
it 2 % & H Hi W - b <
It was not worth waiting for you. Go home now. It was not worth - X Hi H 2 v & Iz 7 o /X) %
waiting for you. Go home now. Although I say such a thing, if o X '?9 Iz < S * 75) 5 I?E
your determination to gain the secrets is still genuine and if you e g %\ > B ?;( ) Bﬁ Iz
come back five days from today, arrive early in the darkness of n & - E < Hi A 5:\ 3
night, I will certainly be here to meet you again and as promised, D v 5 ¢ 2 C;ji £ n
bestow upon you the secret principles of military strategy. Don’t S H I < 7~ i £
ESE IO NAd Dz 5 < 5 2
be late next time, Zhang Liang. The old man said so angrily and e %E . I R I P
vanishes into thin air. He vanishes into thin air. _;‘\- D ¥ &\ = 05 \®) ﬁ { &
HH N N » T -
N T b K - I
7> Ji: E_i 'Z?_ A z B D
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Reciters / Liang
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that is what I have in mind.
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Reciters IfI consider that he was testing the seriousness of my determina-
tion to receive the secret principles of military strategy, then I

Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story b é; 9% = ';' e f/& ?5 ';‘
5 & R X % 7
o0 D R
[Shite leaves stage for interlude] V) ﬁé ;Fi ;E
Liang Oh no, he is furious. I wonder who he is... There is no reason why & - C D o) S ),
I have to respect / follow the man when I know nothing about i% = 4'%'2,; _; Ji & S A
who he is or where he is from... But to receive the secret prin- ﬁﬁ }: % /7:[3 - R R *
ciples of military strategy, pass them down to future generations, N ~ )_%:\‘ g Z)o %
—
and be called the master of military strategy, z g HOE H
D ‘a\\ L ViR
= T 5
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cannot be bitter about leaving empty-handed. I will come back
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here again. Having cheered himself up, Zhang Liang returns

o R

home. Having cheered himself up, he returns home. ) - i
fili % z
A 9 g
72 & 3
[Waki leaves the stage for interlude] L L L
i < ES
5 B <
3. Servant of Zhang Liang Narrates What Has Happened Thus Far ?: ég g':u
- T
. 4 . Kl 7
A servant of Zhang Liang appears and narrates the episode of his master hav- 2 r
ing a strange dream. In the dream, Zhang Liang put a shoe on an old man’s 2|

Y

foot and was promised to be given the secret principles of military strategy.

—
e

Although the old man scolded Liang for being late for their promised meet-
ing, he still gave Liang another chance. The servant then reveals that the old
man is a sage called Huang Shigong. He further mentions that as this is the
day that his master will return to the bridge, he has been preparing to depart
with his master. However, it seems that he has been told by his master that he

will go out alone today, so the servant leaves the stage.
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Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story B
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4. Zhang Liang Arrives at the Bridge and Waits for Huang Shigong ¢ > B H
3 A b B s ) .
On the fifth day, during the night, Zhang Liang arrives at the dirt-paved D E W SR | =z R * .
wooden bridge. Under the moonlight of early dawn, he can find no sign of e ° 717; D Li\ D I {} ui 1B 1;‘}'0
anyone walking on the bridge. He is confident and delighted that he has c:\ % I%)T‘ ?E 42 fé})( sz—' 5% E %— 0’)‘
i lier than the old ) 7 4 ~ N ¥

arrived earlier than the old man % I8 7 i E D /v w = %
»LEa mEa Lo : fi
Liang A poem says, “A dais of jade is covered with autumn frost. An old v o Boh o UZ T 9 & %
black crane raises a shrill cry to the sky. It is deep autumn in the A = s L N 7 ¢ l(% 5 A L

) -
Gorge. A monkey cries sadly to the moon at dawn.” This mountain R /%: < ‘< VB ,Z,); # iE n F)
path is indeed lonely, just like the poem. % = % {ng Igg % 7_'%5\ i & = 7
w3 g 5 # N
i $on b S 2

Reciters  In the clear night sky, the morning moon shines its cold light. b £3) . ° % b D3 =5

T < fy

Looking across from between the mountains, the bridge over the % Ji W 3 n n D on» UjEs
river in Xiapi is completely covered in white frost, and it seems T ;’bz 3 W ui‘ o 7%) < E
that no one has yet crossed the bridge this morning. I am glad. My %‘ 2 O) M T N 1 5
wish will soon come true. So thinking, when Liang looks to the far o 7 g q % e = 1 .
distance, in this moment at dawn, someone is coming toward this Lu; Z 5 = 7= S D A
bridge from a long way off, whipping his horse to hurry it. T 5 N L H H S
A (N S i
* 2 o o " 7D 7n
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5. Huang Shigong Appears and Tests Liang X % %}: *2— < 7% A
X N Z ° g A
Huang Shigong appears on his horse. He praises Zhang Liang’s dedication 4 A SRR < g ZQ 0—% B oIC o)
and calls Liang closer to him to talk. Seeing that Liang is approaching him, n "oz % Z’o 53% ?)"\‘ ﬁ % 37
Huang Shigong throws his shoe into the river once again, in order to confirm ;?Z ;‘: AN S %) S A 'ﬁ :C) *E
the sincerity of Liang’s intention. Although Liang immediately jumps into {g ﬁl]. % = VS & Ao > B 3
I e
the water to retrieve the shoe, the rapid current and rocks prevent him from > u;‘ E? %Z H ME T L B
reaching it. % gg )/%‘,\\ 13 /ég ? H%X % EE‘ %
% N %‘ j/L ‘2 N E g
o e i 5 z D
[Obeshi] O ¥ I8 ¥ \ S
. . , 1 i N o~ ERE N
Entrance music for a tengu (long-nosed goblin) or a demon king, performed tr 1z A t x 5 £ )
by a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum. Huang Shigong = 7 bk g i} D ’%}“ \F
3 N
(shite) makes his entrance when this music is played. ¢ < % $ fifE Z
< ) b S U
[Hayafie] k w0
Some schools use the quiet music of sayafue when Huang Shigong makes his éf J): =
entrance. D z %:
% N
i% L
2 &
Huang Shigong \> Z

This old man is called Huang Shigong. Zhang Liang, who is in

<
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the service of Emperor Gaozu of Han, devotes himself to his
official duties, sincerely respects his imperial majesty, and fulfills
his responsibilities to the people around him. Furthermore, he is

brave, extraordinary intelligent, quite capable, and
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Reciters  governs the country very well with thoughts of empathy for the
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Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story

Huang Shigong

so that he is known in the heavens and instantly,
Reciters  the gods respond to him. Now, directly,

Huang Shigong / Reciters
I will teach you the secret principles of military strategy. Serve
Emperor Gaozu with these strategies,

Reciters annihilate his enemies, encourage your fellow warriors, and
use these strategies to govern this world. Now, I will teach the
strategies to Zhang Liang. I hasten my horse on and rush to this
place. Zhang Liang, who has been looking at Huang Shigong from
a distance, notices that he looks different from when he met him
some days ago. Today, Huang Shigong’s sparkling eyes sharply
survey everything around him and he emits a shining aura. Awed
by his dashing momentum, Zhang Liang humbly awaits the arrival
of Huang Shigong at a foot of the bridge.

Huang Shigong
Well, well, well, Zhang Liang. Good. You have arrived early today.
Come closer to me and I will talk to you.

Liang Liang then stands, straightens up his garments and headdress, and
walks up to the bridgeway above him.

Huang Shigong
Oh, he is really a capable man. While thinking so, Huang Shigong
decides to once again test Liang’s determination.

Reciters  On horseback, his shoe, on horseback, his shoe is thrown over
there, into the river. Liang immediately follows it and tries to
grab the shoe as it floats away. However, the extremely rocky
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Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story

Xiapi River is full of extremely sharp rocks that prevent him from
standing still in the swift current. The stream’s rapids pound him
sharply, like shooting arrows. In such a swift current, the shoe
floats away, bobbing up and down in the water, and there is no
way to grab hold of it.

6. Huang Shigong Provides the Secrets of Strategies to Liang Who
Gets the Shoe Back

A giant snake appears, picks up Huang Shigong’s shoe, and attacks Zhang
Liang. Liang calmly unsheathes his sword, forces the snake to retreat, and
wins back the shoe. When Liang puts the shoe on Huang Shigong’s foot,
Huang Shigong bestows upon Liang the secret principles of military strategy.
The giant snake reveals that it is an incarnation of the Bodhisattva Guanyin
and after promising to become Liang’s guardian deity;, it rises up into the sky.
Huang Shigong performs a miracle by transforming himself into a yellow
boulder.

Reciters At that moment, something very strange is happening, as the river

billows up, and

[hayafue)

Entrance music performed when shite or tsure, in the role of a dragon-god or
a demon, quickly enters the stage. This is a fast-paced rhythm performed by
a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum. In “Cho Ryo,” the
giant snake appears when this hayafue music is played.

Reciters  Something very strange is happening, as the river billows and
dense mist suddenly darkens the area. From between the waves,
a giant snake vigorously leaps out. It quickly flickers its scarlet
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Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story it a it E > %
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tongue and makes a sudden dart toward Liang. It snatches up the
shoe that has floated further away and attacks Liang once again W ) %
with all its might. A A - )t 7-
N A A I :
S SR ' <

[Maibataraki)
Tsure performs maibataraki, a series of movements that represent the
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momentum and power of the snake attacking Liang.
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Liang Unperturbed, Zhang Liang calmly draws his sword,

Reciters  Unperturbed, Zhang Liang calmly draws his sword and slashes at

QW OSARESHES DI

the snake. Then, the giant snake, afraid of the glint of his sword,
gives the shoe to Liang. Picking up the shoe and sheathing his

~
e

sword, Liang pulls himself up to the river bank. He takes the shoe

ACESIRBEA S T

TRFESESERR ORI NCECHRIXAEE A

and puts it back on Huang Shigong’s foot.
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Huang Shigong ﬁ
Huang Shigong quietly alights from his horse, Iz N
Bl I
Reciters Huang Shigong quietly alights from his horse, and praises Liang Vo E
for his prowess. He takes out a scroll recording military strategies ;; 7; i RER 2 o
and bestows it to Liang. Liang immediately unrolls it, closely ° i 7—:0 P

examines it, and thus the secret principles of military strategy are

pu
=

S S EA S O
WO R D

all transferred to him. On one hand, the giant snake reveals that
he is an incarnation of the Bodhisattva Guanyin and has appeared
in the form of the snake in order to test Liang’s determination. It

/| L OV Y N S IR TR
BAITTIRTEH  AASTTTAORIMUIOE  AUACECEITFE

promises to be Liang’s guardian deity from now on and rises to

GRS TR oo
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the heavens in a cloud. On the other hand, Huang Shigong climbs j&-( ;32
a high mountain, sends forth rays of golden light into the sky, and < (% 7
quickly transforms himself into a yellow boulder. Indeed, that e JI 1 -
Huang Shigong, “the man of yellow stone,” remains there in the i ol S
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Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) Story

form of a yellow boulder is truly auspicious.
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Cho Ryo (zhang Liang)

Synopsis

Zhang Liang (?- 186 BCE, Cho Ry6 in Japanese) who is
serving the Han dynasty Emperor Gaozu (256 BCE- 195 BCE,
born Liu Bang) has been passing his days busily attending
to his duties. One day, he has a dream in which he meets a
strange old man riding a horse at a dirt-paved wooden bridge
in Xiapi (present-day Pizhou City in Xuzhou, Jiangsu province,
China). The old man on horseback intentionally lets his shoe
fall off and orders Liang to pick it up and put it back on his
foot. Sensing the old man’s unusually noble demeanor, Liang
assumes that the man is someone extraordinary and, following
his order, puts the shoe back on his foot. Then, the old man
promises to teach him the secret principles of military strategy,
if he comes back to this bridge five days later. At this point,
Zhang Liang wakes up.

On the fifth day, the day of the promised meeting, Zhang
Liang returns to the bridge, but he arrives later than the
promised time as the place is further than he expected. The
old man scolds Liang for being late and angrily tells Liang that
he is not worthy of being waited for and should go home now.
However, the old man tells Liang that he will still give him one
more chance and after promising to meet him again five days
later, vanishes into thin air. Although Liang is daunted by the
old man’s bad temper, he reconsiders matters and concludes
that his seriousness for receiving the secrets of military
strategies was being tested. Feeling much better, Liang returns
home.

On the day of the next promised meeting, Zhang Liang
arrives earlier at the bridge and waits for the old man. The
old man appears and introduces himself as Huang Shigong
(literally, “the man of yellow stone”). In order to test Zhang
Liang once again, Huang Shigong intentionally drops his shoe
into the river. Liang immediately jumps into the river, but
the rapid current and rocks prevent him from retrieving the
shoe. Just then, a giant snake appears and reaches the shoe
before him. The snake attacks Zhang Liang. Remaining calm,
Liang unsheathes his sword and defends himself against the
snake. He succeeds in taking the shoe away from the snake,
which is scared of the glare of his sword, and putting it back
on to Huang Shigong’s foot. Huang Shigong praises Zhang
Liang and imparts upon him the secret principles of military
strategy. The giant snake reveals that it is a transformation
of the Bodhisattva Guanyin (in Japanese, Kannon) and has
appeared before Liang in order to test him. After promising to
be his guardian deity from now on, the giant snake ascends to
the sky. Huang Shigong climbs up a high mountain where he
transforms himself into golden shining light and becomes a
yellow boulder.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Schools

All five

Category The Fourth or Fifth Group Noh, reigen-mono
. . Author Kanze Kojiro Nobumitsu

nghllght Subject “Zenkanjo (Book of Han),"“Shiki (Records of the Grand Historian)," etc.

This piece is one of the Chinese stories (kara-mono) set Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)
in the city of Xiapi in ancient China. It dramatically describes Scene Xiapi in China (present-day Pizhou City, Jiangsu province, China)
the ancient legend of a famous military leader, Zhang Liang, Tsukurimono Platform
upon whom military strategies were bestowed. Xiapi is a place
rich with history; during the era depicted later in the Record of Characters Mae-shite Old Man
the Three Kingdoms, the city became known as the battlefield Nochi-shite Huang Shigong (Koseki-ko in Japanese)
where Cao Cao and Liu Bei fought against Lu Bu. Zhang Liang, Tsure Giant Snake
the waki character in this play, appears on the stage first and Waki Zhang Liang (Cho Ryo in Japanese)
introduces himself as an officer serving Emperor Gaozu of Han Ai Servant of Zhang Liang
(Liu Bang), however, he was not yet in the employ of Liu Bang
when he lived in Xiapi. This is a typical technique used in Noh Masks Mae-shite Koushijo, Kojo, Akobujé, Asakurajo
dramas, to neglect historical facts and rearrange chronological Nochi-shite Hanakobu-akujo, Myoga-akujo, Ko-akujo, Washibana-akujo,
events, in order to easily introduce and impress a character to Akujo
the audience. Tsure Kurohige

Two Noh dramas, “Cho Ry6 (Zhang Liang) ” and “Kurama Costumes Mae-shite J6-kami (wig for old man’s character) or shirotare (a type of
Tengu (Long-nosed Goblin in Kurama)” share some elements, wig made of white hair) and t6-béshi (a Chinese style hat),
as the main episode of “Cho Ry5,” in which Zhang Liang mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke /
receives the secret principles of military strategy from Huang | kogshi-atsuita (thickly-woven kimono with a small check
Shigong is also told in “Kurama Tengu” as a PlaX within play. In pattern), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.
“Choé Ryo,” most Noh schools use the music of Obeshi, which is Nochi-shite Shirotare and t6-béshi or shiroji-kintan-hachimaki (a white
used as the entrance music of a long-nosed goblin when nochi- headband in gold), awase-kariginu (a lined long-sleeved kimono
shite (Huang Shigong) enters the stage. These similarities attest worn by male characters, especially gods and other dignified
to the close relationship between these two plays. Indeed, it characters), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono
would be interesting to compare these two pieces. mainly worn by male characters), hangire (a type of

Zhang Liang (Chd Ry6 in Japanese), whose name is used hakama-style trousers worn by powerful characters such as
for the title, is waki, a secondary character, but assumes demons, gods, and warriors), koshi-obi, to-uchiwa (a Chinse fan),
an extremely important role. In most Noh plays, waki is an ascroll, ar'1d shoes. . o
onlooker, such as a monk on a pilgrimage or a court officer, Tsure Aka-gashira (llong red wig), wak.anmun-rjh/udal (a type of
who quietly sits in his seat. However, this is not the case in headdress with a pla?ug featuring ,a des'lgn of dragons, w<?rn
“Cho Ryo.” Changing his costume in the second half of the by male gods) or a{(a{'_k'nran_h?Ch'mal_(’ (a red headband n
drama, Zhang Liang appears on stage gallantly, jumps into gold)t awase—happl (lined happl—style {(/mono), kitsuke / atsuita,
white-water rapids to pick a shoe up, and does battle against a . hang:re,. koshi-obi, and a stick fo_r beatmg:
giant snake. He performs very actively as the main role. This is Waki [In the first half of the drama] To-kanmuri (a ty!oe. of crown )
a difficult, advanced part for a waki performer and therefore, vx{orn by g'ods or Chinese emperors), S,Obatsué" (,ImEd happi-style
this play is considered to be hiraki-mono (a piece that requires kimono with no sleeves, worn by warriors or ;hmese )
advanced level of performance for players and therefore used charécters), kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in okuchi-style (white),
to present a performer’s level of maturity). A legend says that koshi-obi, (a small sword or a sworc{), anda fén,' . .
the author of this piece, Kanze Kojird6 Nobumitsu, was a master [In the second half of the drama]‘To-kanmun., Iro-hach/.makl
waki performer, and in addition to this “Cho Ryo,” he created (colorgd headband), sobafsug:, kitsuke /atsuita or atsuita/
other dramas such as “Momijigari (Autumn Foliage Viewing)” karaori (a short—sleev'ed _k:mor.ro outer ro.be, worn by female
and “Funa Benkei (Benkei Aboard a Boat ),” in which waki plays characters), h‘_’k"’"? in okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a sword,
an important role. and a fan or to-uchiwa.

Ai Kannin-zukin (a type of headdress), sobatsugi, kitsuke / atsuita,

We cannot ignore the presence of the stage prop in kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama trousers, tucking up
the play, a shoe. Usually, an observer (koken) tosses the the bottoms at the knee with a string), a pair of gaiters, and a
shoe. Although the koken aims and tosses the shoe to a fan.
predetermined place, where the shoe actually lands changes
every time the play is performed, creating variations in the Number of Scenes Two
movements of waki and tsure. This makes the drama even more Length About 1 hour

entertaining. Some schools have the lead character (shite) wear
the shoes when he appears on the stage.
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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