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*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different & A 4= J: F"i r
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A villager living in Shinohara, Kaga Province explains about Monk Yugyo lith, 3 N H & E] %O U C_E
(Yugyo Shonin), who delivers miraculous sermons. - A “ (i3 % ¢ & o <
%L h  h b i =
v A S 23 2
1. Monk Yugyo Preaches a Sermon g)% é)\ %E' (j%; i) Jilll ‘\::-
o
i B z EO ) 7 2
Monk Yugyo delivers sermons about Amida Buddha with his attending < n L A be z
monks &% R + 1A (3 =z
' - X
i T\ 73 ck.. )E )
) e % & - Iz
Monk Yugyo < n EX /D) i
Amida’s Pure Land is located to the west, hundreds of millions of N 3 D '_f ¥p
lands away from here. It can only be reached after traveling over a r_% N [a] B H
long, distant road. ;!;3; i ;— <o 2
PN gﬂ‘ 9 %
Yugy6 / Attending Monks AN ﬁE i N
However, once you attain enlightenment, you will find that be Sk W E5y
Amida’s Pure Land lies within your own heart. i‘A D S i
L v b
Yugyo Nobles and poor alike gather to recite the invocation of the name 1A ) 5
of Amida Buddha: “Namu Amida Buddha. D Tgif ;)ﬁ 75:
S b
5 WK 7
Attending Monks / Yugyo and Attending Monks B + H =
Every day and every night, at this site of preaching, E X 5 %
< K z
v ~ r
T ? 2
Iy 1@
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H iR
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Yugyo Amida Buddha does indeed beckon all living beings to come to % & = =
the Pure Land. g B o oo & % R oz W
T R - Sk N2 N /SR L (S I
Attending Monks % % %o 1% ?‘ ﬁ i%i ;g Jit E ;/ g?
. . b) =] 2 z 4N
Such a sacred vow did Amida Buddha make E; 5 b%: o~ 7 1 < % i i
Yugyo that no one will be left behind in this world. EE; g 7z % %_ g }% ;)) El?ﬁj {é
- oL s > o  {h %
Yugy6 and Attending Monks &2 % e E3) =) < =S D <
After everyone leaves, stay behind alone and repeatedly recite the 0:\ /7:17; ﬁ % A 11)0 b 75 = D
name of Amida Buddha. A = 75 70 pry i v 2 L: 4
7 D N gﬂ( /\ gk- g
, H E 2 % B 5% H#Ew
Attending Monks & 5 + 1’A D £y %
Repeatedly recite the name of Amida Buddha. C 5 {)\ ~N D S Hr
[ B D % & +:
Yugyo and Attending Monks B < e s % \cﬁ‘]
Even those who do not know the Way of the Buddha are not tﬁ A % @ g; IEL IXT.
excluded from the sacred vow made by Amida Buddha to save AL 3K {gi ﬁ gE_l A
all living beings. He will deliver everyone on the road to his Pure Vo &b o\ Iz < n
Land. His boat ferrying people to the Pure Land easily floats 5 e %o P T P E)O
along, and we who will attain Buddhahood are also easily ferried AR Kl if"L s
there. E%’ %?‘ <\ é ;ci
5 N L ’
Z % 1A S
2. Old Man Appears E M L 7
? Vel < %)
An old man appears on the stage and while lamenting about his aged self, N oo
requests a sermon from Yugyo. ;i; 2 éc g
o = H % 2;
Old Man The sacred music of s/o (free-reed bamboo mouth organ) can 2 N x
be heard wafting down between the clouds in heaven, and the A P 4
evening sun shines from the west where buddhas and bodhisat- 2 L 751 kb
tvas reside. How splendid. Today as well, we have purple clouds, T i i A
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indicating the presence of Amida Buddha. People have already A e
started the afternoon recitation invoking Amida. / Voices reciting itk B B E[:’gj g—\g & W< 3 fA X I F W
the afternoon prayers of invocation are approaching me. I can L < 7 B -GN E ooz 8 2 T Xk o 3
hear the tolling of the bell and voices reciting the invocation of D /fE: ° ° T = A A T b 2 & - A& °
Amida. Oh yes, now is the best time to listen to a sermon. This il /El A Z % A D ﬁé g U\ 7% < /NEUN
wizened old man has difficulties in merely standing up and sitting g;: 7}37\ :C }%L > l;% E 7243 A P2 ;3) . Z): ed
b =1 D)
down, so I usually cannot get near the place where sermons are HoX g\\ o Lo = < 3:) = {é‘ );; %
=
preached. But today, I will go to listen to the sermon, even if only z 3 B HH % S T | -~
from a distance. If I faithfully believe in Amida Buddha and recite N ES » F o= ) N ) BN N
. . | . 5 L 2 g : i 3
his sacred name, Amida Buddha will surely welcome me to his & A < A f & z2 B OB Z X
Pure Land. However, the clouded eyes of this old man make it 3 ::f 752 Vo A A 2/1; g;i: o T K
difficult to find the way to the Pure Land. Even though I cannot g é‘f ¢ & ‘gﬁ_ g Li\ 3115; {;‘ é é
. . o A PLES= =4
move quickly, as long as I continue to go forward, I must be 7 2 1 Ao e % ° fh
getting closer to the site of the sermon and the Pure Land. Namu Wz eSS = < R 2 T ZF F
Amida Buddha. Dk i L o B S L9 5
T < d NS T W K 7
f{f 5 ciciﬁ;‘e;%%/"
. _ E{ = oy ) ~ 7 % B =
i 5] A
3. Dialogue between the Old Man and Yugyo IC D 1/‘%‘ é) ST M 7 7 W OSE
R % BNy RS
Yugyé and the old man have a conversation. Although the old man is at first 2\ %)L yoR O E W oz EH v
hesitant to disclose his identity, he gradually reveals that he is the ghost of el 0 H Y% o 2 £ i <
» 1) N
Sanemori. In the presence of Yugyo, Sanemori repents of his lingering attach- T 7 % 5 b A j{) D ZF
ments to this world fil & s 2 (L S A & W <
’ > 5= SEZ N -
s N X5 TH I E o
_ & i At RS
Yugyo Hello, old man. L %% {: » w T B O3 Y B
T 2 0 3 % Tk 0D
Old Man Yes, are you talking to me? Wog 2z 7> k29 DB/ F
5 % o & oo 8w L
Yugyo You come here every day without fail to recite the invocation of g)) z E %i_ z lgjjﬂz %‘: g v 2 ;l):
Amida. I can see that you are a man of deep faith. Because I am Lok iy =5 5 HE M,
the only person who can see you, other people are wondering who N N ¥ M W OB 3 °
it is that I am talking to and what I am talking about. Today, please " o0 R M T 72 o 2 4F 8
tell me your name. S 4 e B e & W oo
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Old Man Well then, I might be unable to avoid telling my name. / Oh well,
you have told me to reveal who I am.

wWEaY |

Yugyo Yes, indeed. Please tell your name now.
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Old Man That’s an unexpected request. I am merely a local peasant, so I

do not have a name like a person of stature does. Therefore, z L # 4 ¥ X ofhoE AR 2
am unable to tell you my name. For you, Monk Yugyd, to come D 2 N 5 Z W oE & X A o 4 Iz
from Kyoto to this rustic village is exactly the same as welcoming & 5 T X & F L bd 9 R ToR R TR ¢ A
Amida Buddha to this land. After living such a long time, I am S 752 03’; b\ CC; 3; i)‘: ~Noh fg‘: & 3:'\5)'—:‘ DB A -
truly grateful that I have been able to encounter the recitation ?C 4, é: % ggi ‘1: § 1% é 2 Li\ ’i‘ﬂ‘f l%: ;/()
invoking Amida Buddha. Just like a blind turtle finding a piece + i z A NG g) Ao 3 E ¥ o Ik 2
of wood floating in the vast ocean, or just like someone seeing ° 2 ) %K I L = N oo T 5 °
the flower of the udumbara that only blooms once every three g VA ES) EFl 4 ¢ 2 < % T 7z A /%\
thousand years, this is a rare opportunity for which this wizened < 2 A Bl %Z\ Y A E (A C H
old man feels a happiness supreme. Tears of joy flow unceasingly &“E b i’ é ﬂ—i‘ = 7,[; I x L I
from my eyes. Even such a wretched man as me can be reborn in % 02:' H Z ;C) % é b:) —Fxﬁ; Zg 3?5 E
the Pure Land of Amida Buddha, which fills me with a sense of % 13 3) 13 % Vo E @é roo -
joy to which nothing can compare. I am loathe to say my name or §) | D B i % & lz X H L D
to speak once again of the reputation that I used to have in this < > T fiR » & Dz & T ¥ %
world where feelings of attachments are strongly stirred up in this 7 7% \ b 2 ti " ES 72)
cycle of reincarnation entrapping living beings in the sufferings of é v é‘) z _/% ?C 756) ? 5 %_ %‘ %
birth and death. ° iR ' a& ¥ > P B F o %
ISEAE b 1@ U z/; wofA n
Yugyo Surely you are right. However, telling me who you are will help éi %) < 2 ° X (
you to repent of your sins and make amends. So please, do not be j: % % g)ﬁ H 7e
hesitant and tell me your name. i z)i ? S ?E'i S
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Old Man Then, please ask the people around you to leave. I will come

o 9

PRI OE T >OTASI (P FONTAYEECEIA jehrfn(y
S STHARNCMOM (FHOPH) ,AXOENSITEHEI(« [ TEMHONY

Yugyo This Sanemori must be the warrior of the Heike troops, who was
a superb, great commander. However, I do not need hear a war

closer and tell you my name. o Vo 2 V) 3z :‘ %
ﬁ'j ® 2 & L) = 2
Yugyo From the beginning, only I could see the old man. However, I will N : z I8 M %E L S
have these people leave, as you wish. Please come closer and tell D },/ > 2 T & % %
me your name. Z ‘A,—I, T j; i3
P Z & - & )
f T K 9 3
Old Man A long, long time ago, Saito no Betto Sanemori, from the land of Lig| = D ° L
Nagai, was killed here during the Battle of Shinohara. You must é X R X
have heard of his story. H, U VC\ A
% 5
3 1
h 7z
b %

chronicle now. Please, just tell me your name.
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Old Man Well, when Sanemori’s severed head was identified, its hair and

N~ A YEIRA YIFT AR oS s CHE

CHERTE>  TOSHESI NI T NI A >R AN S >k (S e

beard were washed in this very pond right before your eyes.

<
o v

Perhaps this is why he seems to still have attachments to this place

%R‘;AA o?ﬁ\ﬂ%(‘%"lﬁ%S RS S A

and villagers living in this area say that they have seen Sanemori’s

AT ONT AR >k~ ey S >kas <

SN TN —x T O N YOS AR
M T > T AT FrSTH

phantom. Y 2
/B
)
Yugyo Hmm, his phantom has been seen. Then, people can see his <
phantom now? ¢
72
Old Man “It was invisible among treetops deep in the mountains. / But 1)
when it bloomed, / We saw that it was a cherry tree”* Just like L 2

this poem describing the revelation of something hidden, please
know that a man, whose figure has been wizened like an old tree,

UNAA YT ) ~AEE RRITFN S IO T AT > T O A

is Sanemori.
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Yugyo I am still attached to this world, and

. Z sl Z £ = s z sl Z s
Yugyo How strange. I had thought that the ancient story of Sanemori had
nothing to do with me but now, I know that I am involving it. Are H }E % )= {H_j; }sz . Z;
you the ghost of Sanemori? 7 = L E D 'IN L Js|
% & ) ) P ) 7> atk
Old Man Indeed, I am the ghost of Sanemori. Although part of my spirit fa ) 7% D 3 ’E‘ e
.. . . . v 63\ < 75) f’: *ﬁ‘
went to the other world, another part of my spirit still resides in N o 5 5 -
this world. W - 73: %ﬁ ﬁ%
&
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Old Man have remained in this world for over two hundred years. However,

[#]

SITREIFS SHAm| |

Yugyo I have not attained buddhahood, and just like

S TERITFO R b A

Old Man the waves disturbing the surface of Shinohara Pond, my mind does
not know if it is night

APHESEMT SN Foeir g &
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Yugyo or day, due to the darkness of ignorance.
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Old Man Not knowing whether this is a dream
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Yugyo or reality, my mind is in

AR08 S MR S0 O #HE S ST 0

Old Man limbo. Out of the shadows of his grave in Shinohara emerges the
figure of an old man with gray hair,
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Reciters  Out of the shadows of his grave in Shinohara emerges the figure % o F ¥ S 3z 7;: 1
of an old man with gray hair, but only for a brief moment, so ISR AN 05) 5}\ %E > Z'; L =z N
please do not blame me**. Please do not mention to anyone the D I D B L T VAR
y t L 2 K 5 § 5 9 D b %
name of Sanemori, who has appeared before you like this. It is A ZE E o 2 0 Y A=) T L D
shameful that people gossip about me long after my death. /\,7. L n Z EI'Q)’\ no T 2 Ao 3
}:V’afzé =B 5 52 TG N S
VAN D 2 | Z 2
So saying, he walks away from Yugy6 and then vanishes into thin Z ) IS "g ° 5;: g— 55 j:\ 7{7/) % l%l
air at the edge of Shinohara Pond. 5 h = 2 2 2 n L O Vo Iou)l 52
o N 0 - ? b\ ?E lJ i ELA > % Ea
- [ Y/ u
* “It was invisible among treetops deep in the mountains. / But when it bloomed, / We saw J: ) H 2 n 7{; D 75? Z 72 0%2
that it was a cherry tree” This poem, composed by Minamoto no Yorimasa, is included in /\ %) g,% Z 1S V2 7- _llZ fc:‘ >
the anthology, Shika Wakashii (An Anthology of Poetic Flowers). Iz T {:) H %\ (Z S .% % 'ﬂﬁ 2
< 58 5 -
** This phrase is based on the following poem in Ise Monogatari (the Tales of Ise); “Don’t § ;&? .\'(\ ;%) nf)‘\ :{2 % ?\ VG\
blame me for looking like an old man. Even the cranes in the rice field are crying that this is D 2 w < R n - R
the last day that I can come with you, dressed in this hunting attire (kariginu). ° 3 AN < (< z \‘ o D
EEREN S 5 |F 7 W =z
|73 N s o ¥ b ( l;
5 | SR 0 8
SN k& o Lo
[Interlude] (/N o T R & AN iz
ORE g A B ) g
. . . . 2 # 5 % W D
The villager asks Yugyo why he talking to himself so strangely. Instead of = U IN)) < %

Y e 1 o >
answering the question, Yugyo asks the villager about Sanemori. The villager I %“' R ;) 7b:b\ 35 2 C% 7~
narrates the episode of Sanemori’s death in the battle and encourages Yugyo AN B o ® 3 D L i Z
to conduct a memorial service for Sanemori’s soul. Yugyo has the villager iz D %&k 2 %: r—i N S ¢
make an announcement to the people of Shinohara that he will hold a Tz 5 & i & 1 = (c

. . . . . . . . Lul: s B AN e &
memorial service for Sanemori at which he will recite prayers invoking the o & i S < Ji 1 2
name of Amida Buddha while performing dances. w7 L = e 0) iz b))

h ol e 5 it fl
T A 5 & o 1 % A
T > < S oz (Ee D%
) A oo L o2
=2 D p) °
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H 4 Mo % S 9
A H < R 3 & iz L
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4. Yugyo6 Conducts a Memorial Service for Sanemori 0)\ B ] 1§ A
hox w0 e - S =
At the edge of the pond, Yugyo and his attending monks recite prayers invok- [P = B B3 5w JE b S &
ing Amida Buddha’s name all night long for the sake of consoling Sanemori’s II;L: i S & (] pEd 7]3 O) h H %
soul. Ui ﬁi i % 1% ?@E 1 47 it bifs g G
*(E o b 152 > b 00) IR ? W
1 T £ n Uz iz C
_ ra— . . . . 53 o <
Yugyo Now, let’s recite a special prayer invoking the name of Amida A & ‘E % ] % 7 L i &2
Buddha to console the ghost of Sanemori. & A L i e H ° N il I
AN Y N (2 T
Yugyd and Attending Monks 50 =N D Wi 3@ L Ok oA {0)
At the edge of Shinohara Pond, we perform the memorial cer- 7 VC‘\ K ke ]'51 » F N I3
e . . . o N 1A w5 % %
emony. With faith deep in our hearts and voices clearly chanting 2 oz 1H: o Lo L g, L
the name of Amida Buddha, we conduct this memorial service to 3 L N1 St BE 1F T Z b
console Sanemori’s soul. From dusk to dawn, on a cloudless night = & ﬁ;— oy 'T; < S
with the moon shining its light pure as our hearts, Amida’s Pure ZIN A ik ® s o X .
: . : - i 2 13 = G 5 = S % Ht
Land in the west is beckoning, so we keep striking a sko (small + X.\ L L = = e h
gong) the whole night, and intoning: 2 @iﬁ ity 7 < § /E: ) 2N
o= M = o
A 2 - < %z |44 1A
Yugyo “Namu Amida Buddha. Namu Amida Buddha” I o & s L == ‘s
< 5;7[{ % = T % ']E
F i %
% 9%[ P) I IEE'
5. Sanemori Appears Again ~ 1z % % 5 iRy
wour B - -
Sanemori appears again on stage in the attire of an old warrior. He expresses EER = H 2 /B
his appreciation to Yugyo as he was reborn in the Pure Land. A < El D ﬂé R
~8 O £ 5
7 ° 3
Sanemori As I have arrived and been reborn in Amida’s Pure Land, I have D I & & 2
travelled beyond the sea of sufferings and am now far removed ;%)) ; % A °
from reincarnation in the realm of delusions. There are no words > % Iz o)
for my supreme delight. I am now in the realm of paradise; this o e i S
is life eternal. Amida Buddha is a source of great strength upon o] = ¥ ;f)
whom we can rely. Those who unceasingly recite the invocation of 7 D T 7‘;‘7{
2y ~
Amida’s name AN b N
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Reciters are able to be reborn in Amida’s Pure Land, whenever they invoke A B

his name. % & H Fﬁ n F _ 'J'ﬂai’ - //_T’Lk

7 T hyoom w5 W& W0

Sanemori When I say “Namu,’ é A H3 finf Z L b t o %

Al ) z Gy Iz % = Vo L U]

Reciters L ex ish i i C:‘_‘ i v b i = A

press my wish to take refuge in and devote myself to following 1% po - 1A o & = 2

the Buddha’s teachings. g = Z Ef; X)- .

> A B 6\

Sanemori When I say “Amida,’ ° /] i3 et

Reciters it means that Amida Buddha accepts my wish and helps me

to practice the teachings and to be reborn in his Pure Land.

MRS FRY

Therefore,

B ST i [
=

SNEECHRY M (v
[

NS ABHO T ACTENRPEIOFSHBR ATV AR ECIET > BB

Sanemori those who chant, “Namu Amida Buddha,” will surely reach and be

™
v

SEY Y O e A SRR

reborn in Amida’s Pure Land.

™
v

R INTROC < Ry R

Reciters How wonderful.

6. Dialogue Between Sanemori and Yugyo

Sanemori is reunited with Yugyo and they have a conversation. Sanemori,
who values the Buddha’s teachings more than his luxurious warrior attire,
requests that Yugyo witness his repentance for his sins before he will attain
buddhahood.

Vs
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Sanemori Story

Yugyo

Sanemori

Yugyo

Sanemori

Yugyo

Sanemori

Yugyo

Sanemori

Yugyo

How strange. Looking at someone appearing on the surface of the
pond as it gradually gets misty, there is the old man I met before.
It is strange that he is now wearing armor.

Although I was submerged like a buried log to which the world
gives no thought, please allow me to completely repent my nu-
merous unspeakable sufferings as a warrior in the realm of Asuras
before I will attain buddhahood. My deeds were beyond words.

Although I clearly see you and hear you, no one else can see you
or hear you.

Only Monk Yugyo can clearly

see his figure. Looking at him, he is just like a pile of snow left
after the spring thaw,

as his hair and beard are gray. He is an old warrior,
yet he has a glamorous air about him.
In particular, his attire looks untainted, and

the moonlight and
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Sanemori the lamplight illuminate
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, , , , i Ik 153 T R A 1F — TN N kT
Reciters  his brocaded hitatare-style kimono. He wears armor colored 22 7 1 5 ) 553 Vo) b1 S = 7)) K
in spring-green gradation from top to bottom and his sword, BOAD ES Z)_‘ R X L [EE] » H D I H g)/
sheathed in a golden scabbard, hangs from his waist. Are these O/)\ C 2 2 5 T e é b B 13 = 5
still my treasures now? Indeed, what is valuable to me now is k2 < @ % paf & paf ) Y S | ie I
I 1 7 2 /N i) » ke D S
the lotus flower dais in the pond upon which sits those who & iy oo A iz w2 kB =
have reached Amida’s Pure Land. There is absolutely no doubt L0 N 2 I 1\ % Ih £ 5 i <
in the teachings of the Buddha Dharma and therefore, its truth A7 b5 v 7 D & D T 4
will never be decayed. If we keep reciting the precious, golden o Gk b @ & = i‘ I])E', o b b I |
words of the Buddha, it is impossible that we would fail to attain T % AR e S ie A b & %5 0 HE
How I 0 Eoic n "o oL
buddhahood.(The Kongoh school does not include the next 1§ = =15 S x Z A
T IIEnS o Althoush I berged. Z Iz Yo E R Sl =4 » 8 2 E
ew phrases, from Sanemori’s “Although I was submerged... < L A 2 s 5 N ( #® ° o 4
to Reciter’s phrase starting with “his brocaded hitatare-style L = e == 7 n o % - % 4 B %
kimono!’ D ) 2 % A !
) 5L & %y 2E T Mg %E
£ % % T W oA R S
Sanemori / Reciters 7 70 A Kl L X j; 2 . T W 752
O e Namu Amida Buddha” rr— H % 5 T b IR ok it
nce you recite “Namu Amida Buddha,” numerous sins vanish. e i = kR ol iz 3 f'é n > Mm%
Yogro Lok " I A o W g x
ugyo Looking at you, I see that you are still in the form of someone e & T 7 W Z = B0
trapped in the cycle of reincarnation. You should abandon your n L }j_‘} T xR ._S é: Ww o + D
attachments and go to the foot of the dais of Amida Buddha, the Hi S fill % i 9 A 1T K
place where great numbers of sins vanish. L T %?\ i < %?g L&k A
E h L 5 T o %7
L = - s ES iz B B, L %
Reciters  In order to receive a good reward, accumulate the merits of good s n - 7 9 4 I Z 7~
deeds and turn only to the Buddha, and do not waver in your wish ’))o B N ,(\ ° IEJ% 20 b Iz
to be reborn in Amida’s Pure Land. o\ D w T " 2N
T = P44 o X Bz
N 4
Sanemori The time has come. Tonight, because I received the precious N7 ?? ?7 \lio ?i 2 }% fi\
teachings of the Buddha Dharma, I il:’;:‘i D I S
Z H gk vk v g
Reciters I would like to tell my story and confess my sins, for which I am ZZ ] %), IR 5) 9 D
ashamed. This old man, who is still attached to the past and who 1o b} H Z i

disappeared into his grave like a drop of dew that fell on this field

Of ShinOhara a long tlme ago’ Wiu tell You how lt happened' _
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Sanemori Story

7. Sanemori Starts His Repentance

Sanemori starts his repentance in the presence of Yugy6. First, he explains
that Tezuka no Taro Mitsumori presented to Kiso Yoshinaka the head of

a strange warrior whom he had killed. Higuchi Jir6 then confirmed that it
was the head of Sanemori and ordered that the head be washed. He further
admits that he wore a red brocaded hitatare-style kimono when he went to
battle in his homeland.

Sanemori At that time, when the tide of war turned against my side and
we lost the Battle of Shinohara, Tezuka no Taré Mitsumori of
the Genji forces came forward and reported to General Kiso
Yoshinaka: “I fought against a man who looked unusual and I
cut off his head. Though I thought he was a general, no soldiers
followed him. Therefore, I supposed he might be merely a foot
soldier, but he wore a brocaded hitatare-style kimono. I pressed
him to tell me his name again and again, but he never revealed
his identity before he died. However, when he talked, he had an
accent from the eastern provinces” Having received this report,
General Kiso praised the slain warrior, saying “he must be Saito
no Bettd Sanemori from the land of Nagai. His hair and beard
must be gray. / When I saw him briefly in Kanzuke, there were
some gray hairs on his head and in his beard. His hair and beard
must have gone completely gray by now. It is odd that this war-
rior’s hair is black. Higuchi Jird must know Sanemori’s face” So
saying, General Kiso called out for Higuchi. As soon as he arrived,
Higuchi took one glance at the head and shed tears. “How pitiful.
He is indeed Saitd no Bettd Sanemori. He used to frequently
mention that if he had to go into battle after passing the age of
sixty, it would be unfitting for such a mature man to compete
with the young warriors to spearhead the attack, but he was also
unwilling to be underestimated as an old warrior. He said that
therefore, he would dye his hair and beard black with ink and die

in a battle just like a young man. He really must have dyed his hair
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and beard black. We shall wash his head and see.” Before he had

returning to his hometown in a brocaded garment. Although this

even finished speaking, he picked up the head, H o < 4 & 7 by FE OF 5 v /N
2o s #H %o i I T &2 koW
Reciters  stood up in front of General Kiso, and proceeded to the shore of A NV SRS Iz i B s 3 ) R it 8¢
this pond, which was located nearby. There were green reflections i)\) < :H: 2 b i i ZQ‘ b b\ /0)
on the surface of the water, as stringy willow branches were ?: j% H 1T % —g ;; fé g & . @
hanging down over the pond. Under the peaceful blue sky, just i% H th g: g ;ﬁ o7 7 g Z;E g—g
like the winds combing the strands of the willows, he combed L it o Py ;,t ﬂ_;‘ % W ° 2 L AV
Sanemori’s hair. And just like melting ice and waves washing away AN = _lf; D 5 7 s D
old moss, he washed Sanemori’s beard. Then, the black ink was A I7:|§ e S ] T A Tt T 'f\

washed away and the natural gray hair appeared***. A warrior < H K z D i % 2 .
who values his name should behave like this old man. How great %z’ ig % /JE Eﬁ fl‘:) & >§— {gf J!(i
he is. Everyone was deeply moved and shed tears. o g % v L 3, -k Iz
HH % L G Kl 7Y &b
Also, Sanemori did not wear brocaded kimono simply because L fhﬁ ?EK A ':,) Zj %E A
he wanted to. When I was leaving Kyoto, I mentioned to Lord ¥+ g)\ P 7 b ci_,l -
Taira no Munemori, the second son of Taira no Kiyomori, that 5/: i % =) D ;-: = Zﬁ
“in the episode of Zhu Maichen****, there is a description of him o) < [f[ Z‘;D g L £ D
Lk > i it
4 = 7z I
% x ° i3
A 5 A
ﬁ & 7
ES K
< Iz
pas K
L D

<

AW THTAITES O PHESNIT T e T ARG O SN
ASHNETERISEE FOIHFEATOOIEH NTATEAESEa I

ROV ) BE S AN g  HARTOATESES (( AFCHT
A s x AN, AT CE A DRI A NN SEETHH

) AHEN TTURACHETCE, OEHSHTOCNWEA S (T
ACHHETRFIOEEE ACSTHIRXIAREADEA BE Tt Ty

3)
T #
x ¢
b e
h 7
I X
. . . . - el 4Ij:h 3)
Sanemori was born in Echizen, in recent years I have been living kit g == -
in Nagai, Musashi Province, in a manor entrusted to me by Lord D ° g {l} g;
Munemori. When I go to the battle in the northern provinces, h ﬂi Hh %E
I . % L (3
I am sure to be killed in combat. Wearing a brocaded garment w3k 5 < v ik
will become the finest memory of this old man who is returning ' Y % R O 2
to his hometown. Please kindly give me your permission to wear 7 77 ) W T
the brocade” As requested, Sanemori received and wore a red D A4 v ot A
brocaded hitatare- style kimono (usually reserved for the dress of =N %)\ i e L Li\ i’ o
£ b - Y
a general or ranking commander). A L S . S 5
g g ) Wz 7o s "k b
5 K D ] < 2 il
Sanemori An old poem says, “Parting the branches of maple leaves as I make ° BRI I3 Lo 2
my way, G 2 B Z i T
ot b i DI
Reciters  People might think / That I have come home in a red brocaded D & S £ ¥ N

garment.”***** The person who composed this poem must have

felt the o Way. Many Centuries ago ln China’ Zhu MaiChen _
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fluttered the sleeves of his brocaded garment in his hometown
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in Mount Kuaiji. Today, Sanemori, who achieved his fame in the

=
At

northern lands, is still a well-known warrior whose name will be

5

Cv
8 510 8~

passed down for generations. For the duration of this night, while

r

5
RAFE TV
I

the morning moon is hanging over the sky, let me tell you my

FEC NN

story of repentance.

B E O S
e

*** Based on the poem by Miyako no Yoshika included in Wakan Roeishii (Collection of
Poems Composed in Japanese and Chinese).

#*** Zhu Maichen was an officer in the service of Emperor Wu of the Western Han
Dynasty in ancient China. He led the Kuaiji Command that squashed the Rebellion of

ANCHUAES G AN S HIr O T
oN T AT kBRI O THIEE S T

Dong’ou.
ED

####+ A poem by unknown author, included in the autumn section of Gosen Wakashit g_li

(Later Collection of Japanese Poems).
2 ;
i =)

8. Sanemori Continues His Repentance and Disappears before Yugyo

o T g IR ARSI TR O B
S
G TEHO > L SEM

ot C FRH R BE O EEM A C (e IATHMD SIS B R EL O Hif

Sanemori continues his repentance and tells more details of his last mo-
ments in his fight against Tezuka. After he tells his story, he requests that
Yugyo console his soul by reciting prayers invoking the name of Amida
Buddha.

SO ok A Vel o A SR AN A IR A N HEL
Y GTIIFIOAFTAI IS H RS A

MU CRRTEE  ACATEAMETEXOS FHMES
R

~»

Reciters  This is indeed a story of repentance. Purify the water in your '/%’Q B
heart, down to the very bottom. Do not let anything murky linger (,C"“ X

in your mind. -

Y & Iz

% &

&

Sanemori My attachments bring me back to the sufferings in the Realm of

o]

Asuras, over and over again. When I tried to engage General Kiso
Yoshinaka in combat, Tezuka cut in and stopped me. Even now,
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this fills me with regret.

O HAPYERT

Reciters Many warriors called out their names, one after another. Among
them, the first one who approached me was

BEBGR— 5 LY A theg‘%com - 14 - http://Wwww.the-noh.com



oz * 8 F * i
/
Ht
Sanemori Tezuka no Taré Mitsumori.
Fd JE z L
Reciters  The subordinates of Mitsumori tried to protect their leader, e 1z 2y D
el i H HiJ
7N
Sanemori interposed themselves between me and Mitsumori, A{ gl)a ?E]
Z -

(
5

Reciters  and ran side by side and fought against me.

St
ok

Sanemori “Splendid! You want to fight against me, the strongest and most

valiant man in Japan, don’t you?” So saying,

W PHOFEES (ST

Sanemori / Reciters

BIOBEMSEASH RO A
A A SEA SIPIEA ), SR

M L ARAVHIPEES B

I pushed the man’s head against the pommel of the saddle and cut il Jifi

his head off. E

L1

|73}

Reciters  After that, Tezuka no Tard came to the left of Sanemori, flipped z
up the tassets of Sanemori’s armor and stabbed Sanemori with D

=

two swords. Sanemori, however, grabbed Tezuka, and they
dropped to the ground together, in between their horses.

AJEUSRIIMWES A ,AJIIH

ST

Sanemori Sad is an old warrior.

Reciters  Just like a decayed, withered branch snapping in the wind,
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Sanemori, his strength depleted, fell under Tezuka and had his
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head cut off by a subordinate of Tezuka’s who had rushed to
them. Sanemori became a pile of soil in Shinohara and disap-

A ST TS ovel ne v gy I ES e

peared without a trace. Please, chant the invocation, “Namu 7

Amida Buddha,” for me and console the soul of this Sanemori. 3
AS
<
7%
)@

TR O A ESESINIAT > | ST FFE G CTEMR RO

CECEY] |  AIHTAHUITIMOR o)
AT
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Sanemori

Synopsis

Monk Yugyo (Yugyo Shonin), who is on a pilgrimage to
the provinces, has delivered sermons at Shinohara in Kaga
Province. One day, Yugyo notices that a certain old man, who
has come to listen to his preaching every day, places his hands
together reverently before Yugyo. Only Yugyo can see the old
man, no one else can, so when he talks to the old man, people
around Yugyd wonder why he is talking to himself so strangely.
Yugyo asks the faithful old man his name, but the old man does
not answer. When Yugyo presses him to answer, the old man
requests that Yugyo leave the two of them alone. He tells Yugyo
the story of one of the warriors of the Heike troops, Saité no
Betto Sanemori, who was killed during the Battle of Shinohara
and whose severed head was washed in the very pond before
their eyes. He further reveals that he is the ghost of Sanemori
before disappearing.

Yugyo asks a villager in Shinohara about Sanemori and
the battle that happened there and is convinced that the old
man is indeed the ghost of Sanemori. He requests the villager
to announce to the people of Shinohara that he will conduct a
memorial service for Sanemori by reciting Amida’s name while
performing dances.

That night, by the pond, Yugyo recites prayers invoking
Amida Buddha and there appears the ghost of Sanemori, his
hair and beard gray with age, in battle dress. The ghost narrates
Sanemori’s story, recounting that when his head was washed
for presentation to General Kiso Yoshinaka, the black ink dying
his hair was washed away, revealing its natural gray color; that
he went to the battle in his homeland dressed in red brocaded
hitatare war robes; and his final moments of fighting against
Tezuka no Taro Mitsumori. He then begs Yugyo to pray for him
and vanishes into thin air.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

This Noh play, Sanemori, is classified as one of the Three
Asura Plays, along with “Tomonaga” and “Yorimasa.” It is also
one of the San-Mori Plays (three Noh plays with titles including
the word, “mori”) along with “Morihisa” and “Michimori.” This
is one of the most difficult pieces of shura-mono (an Asura play,
that is, a warrior’s story) to perform and therefore, it is said
that an unseasoned Noh performer cannot be assigned this
part. In olden days, this piece was also called “Shinohara” or
“Shinohara Sanemori.”

This play of Zeami’s is based upon an episode in the Tale of
Heike. However, Zeami was clearly inspired by a non-fictional
story when he created this drama. In the year 1414, some 230
years after Sanemori’s death, a mysterious rumor spread in
Kyoto that the ghost of Sanemori had appeared in Shinohara,
Kaga Province, and that Monk Yugy®o recited ten invocations of
Amida Buddha for the ghost’s sake. Indeed, this rumor forms
the basis of this play, Sanemori.

Most shura-mono plays start by depicting mae-shite (the
lead character) as a living person and eventually reveal that he
is actually a ghost. However, in this piece, the lead character,
Sanemori, is an invisible being from the beginning. No one but
Monk Yugyo can see or hear him. Therefore, from the outset,
the audience can recognize Sanemori as a ghost. This dramatic
structure makes Sanamori very unusual among shura-mono,
together with its unique opening that starts with Kyogen
Kuchiake (opening by Kyogen-kata).

So heroic and determined was this old warrior, Sanemori,
that he even dyed his hair black and spearheaded the rush
toward the enemy but, in sharp contrast, this play sadly and
pitifully describes the final moments of Sanemori, who is
slowly losing his strength and withering like a dead tree.

In the second half of the drama, shite narrates a long war
story with movements describing battle scenes; it involves
many rigorous physical activities, although the lead character
is an old man. The movements considered especially difficult
to perform are the scenes of washing the severed head and
of fighting against Tezuka no Taré Mitsumori. Furthermore,
the shite performs the roles of three different enemies in
the chants: Tezuka; Kiso Yoshinaka; and Higuchi Jiro, who
identifies Sanemori’s severed head. The manner in which shite
describes these different characters is one of the highlights of
this piece.
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The Second Group Noh, shura-mono

“Sanemori saigo no koto (the Final Moments of Sanemori)”in the Tale of
the Heike, Volume 7

Shinohara in Kaga Province

Schools All five

Category

Author Zeami

Subject

Season Unknown

Scenes

Characters Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Wakitsure
Ai

Masks Mae-shite
Nochi-shite

Costumes Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Wakitsure
Ai

Number of Scenes

Length

Old Man (The Ghost of Saitd no Betté Sanemori)
Saitd no Bettd Sanemori

Monk Yugyo (Yugyd Shonin)

Attending Monks (two or three)

Villager of Shinohara

Sankojo, Asakurajo, Waraijo, etc.
Sankéjo, Asakurajo, Waraijo, etc.

Jo-kami (wig for old man’s character), mizugoromo (a type
of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / muji-noshime or kogoshi
mebhiki (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern or with
small check pattern with fine lines, worn as the innermost
layer of the costumes of male character of lesser
standing), koshi-obi (belt), and Buddhist prayer beads.
Shirotare (a type of wig made of white hair), a white
headband, nashi-uchi eboshi (eboshi-style headdress for
warriors), awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono),

kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly
worn by male characters), hangire (a type of hakama worn
by strong characters such as demons, gods, and warriors),
koshi-obi, a fan, and a sword.

Sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita (thickly woven
kimono with small check patterns), hakama in okuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Same as Waki.

Kataginu (sleeveless robe), han-hakama (ankle-length,
hakama style trousers), kitsuke / shima-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with check patterns), koshi-obi, and
a fan. (Alternately, naga-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of
kimono with long hakama-style trousers), kitsuke /
dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with very wide
stripes), a small sword, and a fan.)

Two
About 1 hour and 45 minutes
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