Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

*Sections highlighted in
schools.

represent variations in phrasing according to different

1. Imperial Court Official Talks about the Murder of One Musician
by Another Musician

An official of the imperial court in the service of Hagiwara-no-In appears on
stage. He recounts an incident of murder, in which the musician Asama killed
the musician Fuji because of a conflict over the position of drum player at a
musical performance held over the course of seven days at the imperial court.

Court Official
I am an official of the imperial court, in the service of Hagiwara-
no-In (Emperor Hanazono). We invited an unparalleled master
drum player, Asama from Tenno-ji Temple, for a musical perfor-
mance that would be held over the course of seven days at the
court. Although Asama received the order to play his drum in the
performance, another superb drum player, Fuji from Sumiyoshi,
came to Kyoto uninvited in the hope that he could play the drum
in the performance. His Imperial Majesty heard about Fuji / When
I told His Imperial Majesty about Fuji, His Majesty said, "Fuji
and Asama—what an interesting combination this is. However,
an old poem says, “‘When Mount Asama in Shinano Province
erupts, its column of ash far exceeds that of Mount Fuji. Fuji’s
name is famous like no other in the world, but in fact Asama must
be superior to Fuji." As His Imperial Majesty mentioned such a
matter, no one recommended Fuji to be the drum player. However,
Asama heard about Fuji and resented Fuji's behavior / Asama,
who was driven by anxiety forced his way into the inn where Fuji
was staying and killed him. It was a real tragedy. Fuji must have
a family and relatives. If some of them visit here, I will give them

some mementoes of him.

BERIN—F LT A b thagg-cm‘n

ff:

H o |
L ¥ v %
= L &
AR | M S
T AT
% T /3
RS 2
o8
5 I %
[ QI N/
\g;%o
& & 2 7
Ho% OB o
5Ly
[]n}
/\vz‘g\\o
Z I 2
L 3
5 >
ool
oI il
\,)bi 0;]:
z & z

A\
AR

%

e

]_73

b5

5

72

2

3

71))

%\

WA BRI S CEAIRITT

RIS HEE | WERRY

HFA PO S A SO BRI ST S e S NS AN T A 0k HE S TR T T 0 (4%

TR EFEIONM L EIE

O CET AT HRIOHEE L peSoedtne T3S

%

OSSR HIE

<
v

THICTOEISHE L&)

> ov

SEZEW S FEI)

K
%

T IRl
CHERS (SN ey IRV (RIS ARk A -9 T EE A O HERYRE

HOSESFCSC SN

~HETO SRR oS

A=~ ovat (v ol >t T
OTIVATREIEN  ACHRHRIEN T o T | A o

MY

O SHRIOFITH

o

<
1%

>

HMH L TCEOBMOBENO NS TAAEST A AT N T

ST T 4ROs

AERKESES  OCHMORMSTBEOOS AT RS, Mo N (IHER) W
-y

35
VA9

H

COBERE O (3 S S B OO HRR IS S ACE [ TR >4

I
*

T ATEOHI># LS >m
oI R IPSHN G U 9 FTEREN T

r

i

x

http://wWwww.the-noh.com



Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

(The court official calls out to his servant and orders the servant to let him
know if Fuji's family come to visit him.)

2. Fuji's Wife and Daughter Arrive in Kyoto

Having had a bad dream, Fuji's wife feels anxious about her husband. She

comes to Kyoto with her daughter, following her husband’s trail.

Fuji's Wife and Daughter
Up, far up above the clouds, up, far up above the clouds, we shall
inquire after Fuji's whereabouts (“Up above the clouds” indicates
the imperial court. This phrase means that they have come to
look for Fuji in Kyoto).

Fuji's Wife We are the wife and daughter of Fuji, a musician from Sumiyoshi
in Settsu Province.

My husband heard that a musician from Tenno-ji Temple was
called to come for a musical performance, scheduled to be held
for seven days at the imperial court. My husband is a drum
player.../ Actors from different provinces were called to come for
a musical performance to be held at the imperial court for seven
days, and since my husband secretly...

Wife and Daughter / Wife
Kwell-known in the world. In the hope of being given the drum
player’s role in the performance, he left for Kyoto. However, the
night after he left for Kyoto, I had an alarming dream that rain
was falling on a moonlit night. The dream worried me and I could
not stop feeling uneasy. / hoped for being given the drum player’s
role in the performance, he left for Kyoto. However, the night
after he departed, I had an alarming dream that rain was falling
on a moonlit night. The dream worried me and I could not stop
feeling uneasy.
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story X n = T >
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Wife and Daughter = =1 e noAa
I thought that the dream might be a bad omen. I could not -+ 7Y ES AN

go back to sleep the whole night long, so I decided during the 9) L E3

sleepless night, so I decided during the sleepless night, that I o 7PCO ¥ [
would head to Kyoto. We left home and started traveling to % @.‘5 :}S
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Kyoto. Looking across the scenery from between the pine trees in
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Sumiyoshi, the moon has started to set over the edge of a moun-
tain. As we have already approached Yamashiro Province, I take
off my hat and pray before / this Otokoyama Hachiman Shrine
that my dream was only a dream and that I will be able to again
meet my husband, to whom I am vowed by marriage, here in this
world. And so we soon arrive in Kyoto. And so we soon arrive in
Kyoto.
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Wife As we hastened forth, we have already arrived in Kyoto. We shall
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inquire into the whereabouts of Fuji in this vicinity. / We shall
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inquire into the whereabouts of Fuji in this vicinity. Come this % %é‘ N
way. / Wait for me there. I will inquire into the whereabouts of %, YL
your father. y i &
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3. Wife and Daughter Meet the Court Official and Hear the Tragic News v 1&,

Fuji's wife and daughter meet the court official and are informed of the
tragedy of Fuji's murder. They deeply mourn.
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(Going to the place of the court official, Fuji's wife and daughter meet the
official, who is attended by his servant)
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Court Official
Where is the family of Fuji?
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Wife Here we are.
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Court Official s o Z % 9 T B JiTN 7 Z
What is your relationship with Fuji? oW Z 2 b 72 g A Ea Z I
Wife I am embarrassed to speak to you, but we are the wife and daugh- L = ! 7\\ B N N
ter of Fuji. ’ ! ¢ j‘:CL 75/) E:) % 72 Lji » gi l,’) - %_
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Yes, Fuji was murdered by Asama. n X b 3 z z S (3
L5 & ii : | R
Wife The omen was true. The bad dream has come true. To ask repeat- = f% I;Iﬁg Iz é %
edly about such a matter only makes it more sordid. Fuji was x ¢ 3 VA ¥ D
mercilessly murdered by Asama. % 7~ g >
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Reciters How could it be that such a famous drum player as Fuji has passed % T < }i/
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

4. Fuji's Wife Receives the Mementoes of Her Husband

Receiving mementoes of her deceased husband from the court official, Fuji’s
wife is vividly aware that her husband is truly dead. She deeply regrets that
she did not do whatever was necessary to prevent him from leaving.

Court Official
Lamenting cannot change the situation now. This is Fuji's dance
costume. This memento is the best companion when you mourn.
/ when you remember the deceased. Heal your heart by looking at
this memento.

Wife Until now, I tried to believe that a stranger in the capital city—
someone who looked down on me as a country bumpkin—has
been playing a trick on me. But indeed, this is, without a doubt,
his torikabuto headdress and kariginu garment. There is no
room for doubt now. What a tragedy. When he left home, I told
him, “the musician from Tenno-ji received an imperial order, but
you did not. For you show up uninvited at the imperial court,
looking like a lowly person trying to manipulate the minds of the
nobility, is certainly not good. What’s more, you are a musician
belonging to Sumiyoshi Shrine. You are already serving the god
of Sumiyoshi. What more do you want?” He however ignored me
and just left...

Reciters / Wife
I cannot forget his look when he left our house, it is burnt into my

very eyes.

Reciters  Once the source of a keepsake has passed away, it becomes hollow
and meaningless.
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

If I had known this would happen, I would have done whatever
was necessary to stop him, clutching him with arms as long as

a gibbon’s and howling at him as fiercely as a wolf. Although I
have known it before, I cannot stop complaining about the sorry
lot of a human being. Such an utter tragedy has plunged me into
deep mourning. Such an utter tragedy has plunged me into deep

mourning.

5. Fuji’s Wife Wears the Memento of Her Husband and Becomes Deranged

When Fuji’s wife puts on the dance costume and torikabuto headdress left
behind by Fuji, she loses her mind. Looking at the place where the drum
sits, she points at it and calls it “the enemy of my husband.” Encouraging her
daughter to take revenge for her father’s death, the wife lets the daughter
beat the drum. The wife, becoming more deranged, looks as if she has been
possessed by the ghost of Fuji. She takes her daughter’s place beating the
drum and also performs a dance.

[Monogi]
At the seat for koken on the stage, the wife takes off her mizugoromo and
changes into the dance attire (forikabuto headdress and maiginu kimono) that

are mementoes of Fuji.
Wife Oh, how regrettable. (A few schools include this phrase)
Wife Alas, how regrettable. My daughter, there stands the enemy of

your father! Let’s beat it. / How happy I am that my husband’s
enemy is standing right there. / My husband’s enemy is right there.
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story % ﬁ; B % = b Z S
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Daughter That is a drum. / How pathetic, that is a drum. What are you
looking at? Why do you think it is a drum? (A few schools include B J=A K X N 3 F - O by 2 b
this phrase) Too much sadness must have caused you to lose your Py =) 1~ %) \z >z - ° ¥ Tt T n
mind and say such outrageous things. How pitiful. D Z 7 =) & T & [ N 5 U Sk
wop 6 b > i o» B AE kK
Wife Don'’t be absurd. Whose fault was it that I was separated forever % ;E; % . é g 0%) 6’) fi)‘ b:) % Egz %;i
from my loving husband? It is the fault of the drum. / It is because %, X 5k i gz I i D vk B =
he fought over a role of a drum player. HY 9 L Iz D 5 §) ¢ Vi 2 Hh X
2 I H [/ z A "B L 1w
I only hold a grudge against the drum. It was my husband’s enemy. < 1% {5 ’ '))o 5% B & ARE * 5 %
We shall beat it. - 70 E 713\ Z‘Q % 5 D 9
T 1z Box D °
, ’ i PN D A T/
Daughter That is so true. I lost my father because of the drum. Well then, n ) % L = &
I'll avenge my father. I will beat the drum to dispel my feelings of < [ % ° ¥ wm b
resentment. L A %" 4/% 3)\ b °
i ox 28 s
Wife As far as I'm concerned, it is the enemy of my husband. 7? %\ g:; ‘IE‘ % % %
: 05 e 5 < . N |
Wife / Daughter it é: T 3 S
Let’s fight it together. N 9 ik fF L &
N ° AN L &
Daughter / Wife 53 ;,31 il ll: Dk
Putting on a man’s kariginu-style kimono, D ° n Z b Z‘Q
R T ES Eﬁ
. ) L T h T
Daughter / Wife N F ‘ﬁ; Iz 9
wearing a torikabuto headdress like a suit of armor, % e D kX
7; 7z 3 °
Wife / Daughter 5 2 AL
and beating the foe for whom we have deep resentment... L‘i\ bi\ Z,/(L fi
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

Daughter / Wife
under the moss, the drum

Wife will be buried.

Reciters  The enemy is raising a battle cry and rushing toward us. Its roar is
louder than the sound of the gusts of autumn wind.

Wife Beat it! Beat it! She beats the drum aggressively.

Reciters  Enemy, learn your lesson. So saying, she crashes to the ground in
tears.

“Thinking of it makes me angry. Thinking of it makes me angry”
The wife now looks completely different, like an eerie, dreadful
man. Even her speech and her mind have changed. It seems that
now she is possessed by the frightening ghost of Fuji. “How feeble
are your feelings of resentment. It irritates me.” The wife takes the
place of her daughter and beats the drum.

[Gaku)

Music performed by a Japanese flute, and small and large hand drums.
Although said to imitate dances in bugaku (imperial court dance), it is
actually different. In Fuji Daiko, although not clearly mentioned in the play,
the indication is that the dance is performed by a musician (the ghost of Fuji
possessing in his wife performs the dance).

Wife The drumsticks in my hands I think of as swords,
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

Reciters  The drumsticks in my hands I think of as swords, and the flames
of my rage should rise up to the heavens and disappear together
with the decoration of flames embellishing the drum. Speaking of
the heavens, as my husband visited the imperial court, he must be
residing above the clouds. Cherry blossoms blooming at the foot
of Mount Fuji are tossed about and scattered in all directions by
the relentless gusts blowing down from the mountain. Just like
the cherry blossoms, a musician wears beautiful dance garments
that are sent fluttering, forward and backward, by the movement
of his dancing arms. For such dances, my husband played his
drum, unparalleled as a master player in deed as well as in name.
Oh, how I miss him.

6. Fuji’s Wife Returns to Her Senses and Goes Home

The wife returns to her senses and beats the drum to songs that celebrate the
reign of the emperor. Taking off the costume, the memento of her husband,
she bids farewell to the people there. The drum is, indeed, the memento of
her husband so she gazes into it for some time before leaving for home.

Reciters  “Women’s minds, weakened by heavy karma, are truly attached
to their earthly desires. But clearing away the clouds of delusions,
please play the song of Gojo-raku (a form of gagaku music,
Togaku)” (These are the words of the court official.)

Wife I have finished beating the drum to Asura (fight). In celebration of
the longevity of His Imperial Majesty, let’s beat out the melody of

Senshii-raku (a piece of Togaku).

Reciters ~ Well now, hoping that for thousands of years and tens of thou-
sands of years, people will flourish and live in peace,

Wife we will perform Taihei-raku (a piece of Togaku).
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji) Story

Reciters  The sun is about to set. The sun is about to set. Looking at the

edge of the mountain behind which the sun is sinking, beat out D - & 5 H
a dance song that beckons the sun to come back (Ranrysé-o. A ) D H E3)
piece of Togaku). How splendid. I have now accomplished my k = %‘ BE
goal of beating my enemy. Although the beaten enemy may cry 5 AR et
out, I have extinguished the flame in my heart, clearing away its }E& ft8
smoke. I have cleared away any grudge regarding my husband and BC_ B
therefore, I will cry no more. I <
)
Now everyone, now everyone, we shall bid you farewell. So long. S

The wife picks up the musician’s dancing costume and torikabuto l’; JE
and holds her hat in her hand. I will never forget the feelings of 7 1z
o

resentment that the drum caused, wreaking havoc on my heart

i

<
1%

and my hair. So thinking, she turns once more to the drum and
firmly gazes into it, as the drum is indeed the memento of her

CHESHS IRy (B | SHE : HEE)
jun|

HO WD SERXFIOIE NG RIT i+

deceased husband. Then, she leaves for home. After firmly gazing
into the drum, she leaves for home.
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Fuji Daiko (The Drum of Fuji)
Synopsis

An official of the imperial court in the service of
Hagiwara-no-In (Emperor Hanazono) appears and starts to
talk about an incident that happened in relation to a musical
performance held over the course of seven days at the imperial
court. A man named Asama, a musician belonging to Tenno-ji
Temple, was called to the court to play the drum. However,
another master drum player, a man named Fuji from Sumiyoshi
in Settsu Province, also came all the way to Kyoto in the hope
of playing his drum in the imperial musical performance.
Although no one recommended Fuji for the position, Asama
resented Fuji’s actions and killed him. The court official feels
sorry for Fuji and decides to give some mementoes of Fuji to his
family, if they come to visit him.

Just around that time, the wife and daughter of Fuji arrive
in Kyoto. The wife decided to come to Kyoto because she had
had a dream in which rain was falling on a moonlit night,
which made her feelings of anxiety run wild. Inquiring after
the whereabouts of her husband, she finds the court official
and arranges a meeting with him. At the meeting, the official
tells the wife and daughter that Fuji was murdered by Asama.
Fuji’s wife is struck with grief, as the omen of her bad dream
has come true. Looking at the daughter her dead husband has
left behind, she sheds an endless stream of tears.

The court official presents to the wife a dancing costume
left behind by Fuji. Looking at the costume, she thinks that her
husband ended up losing his life because he had set his hopes
too high in inviting himself to the imperial court. She is filled
with deep regret, thinking that she should have done whatever
was necessary to forcibly prevent him from going to Kyoto.
Then, putting on the costume left behind by her husband, the
wife becomes deranged and starts insisting that in fact the
drum was her husband’s real enemy. The daughter agrees with
her mother and beats the drum. Eventually, the ghost of Fuji
seems to take possession of the wife. Taking her daughter’s
place, the wife now beats the drum bitterly and also performs
a dance.

Dispelling her feelings of resentment, the wife beats the
drum to the tunes of Senshii-raku and Taihei-raku to celebrate
the reign of Emperor Hanazono. Then taking off the costume,
she gazes into the drum, the memento of her dead husband,
and leaves to return home.
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Schools All five

Category The Fourth Group Noh, Kyéjo-mono
Highlight Author Unknown

Subject Unknown

The parting of husband and wife, as well as of father and Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)
daughter, provides the undercurrent to this drama. The murder Scene Kyoto
triggered by trouble between two musicians adds a tragic Tsukurimono A small tabor (kakko) stand (or a drum stand)
element that serves to create the unique atmosphere of this
play. Characters Shite Wife of Fuji

Neither the murder victim (Fuji) nor the murderer (Asama) Kokata Daughter of Fuji
make an appearance in the drama, which also does not describe Waki Imperial Court Official
the bloody scene of the murder. The story begins with the Ai Servant of the Official
narration of the story of the murder that had already happened
some days prior. The lead character, Fuji’s wife, does not show Masks Shite Fukai, Shakumi
a grudge or anger which she might bear toward the murderer
Asama. Instead, she only expresses regret that she could not Costumes Shite Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), mizugoromo (a type
stop her husband’s course of action. However, separated from of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved
her husband by his unjust death, feelings of bitterness well kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the costume of a female
up inside of her and with nowhere else to go, her resentment character), koshimaki/ nuihaku (short-sleeved kimono with
is projected upon the drum. She tries to free herself from her embroidery and with gold or silver flakes placed on the fabric),
feelings of resentment by letting her daughter beat the drum, koshi-obi (belt), and a fan. She wears a hat. In monogi (costume
but apparently that is not enough, Possessed by the ghOSt of change)' she removes the mizugoromo and puts on her head
her husband, she herself takes to beating the drum. Whether the torikabuto (“bird helmet,’ a gorgeous headpiece made of
the ghost actually possesses her or not is not the critical thick paper and brocade) and wears maiginu (a wide-sleeved
point of this scene that emphasizes the wife’s deep feelings of kimono worn by female gods).
resentment by implying that her behavior is deranged, just as if Kokata Kazura, kazura-obi, karaori (a short-sleeved kimono outer robe
she were possessed. worn by female characters), and kitsuke / surihaku.

In this scene in which she vents her intense resentment, Waki Kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), choken (an unlined,
vocals (utai) are performed with a unique tempo and rhythm. long-sleeved elegant garment), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of
Having donned the costume that is a memento of her late short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male characters), hakama
husband, she performs a dance with a quickly changing tempo. in okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

This scene conjures forth an eerie, hair-raising atmosphere that Ai Tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata.
will send chills through the audience. Although her resentment

was finally cleared away, the final scene of the wife gazing into Number of Scenes One

the drum provokes indescribable sentiments that will linger Length About 1 hour and 20 minutes

with the audience for some time.

From the storm of raging emotions to the quiet calm of
sadness and resignation, you will be fully immersed in the
range of emotions depicted in Noh drama.

There is a Mugen Noh play, Ume’eda, that is a related to
this play. It tells the story of the ghost of Fuji’s wife.
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