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Myoe Since we made haste, we have already arrived in the village of

Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) % % % Eg é - * ﬁ 7
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1. Monk Myée Arrives in the Village of K D A 5 ‘ ; I * e %ﬂiu
. Monk Myée Arrives in the Village of Kasuga < i il &5\ H Y "C\ X CE Z
2 kAt 0 ] 7 ) & 3
Monk Myoe has made up his mind to sail across the ocean, travel through b @ % iu‘i C‘\ *EF JE2 [t} ﬁ - B <
China, and visit India in order to study Buddhism. He therefore leaves his ES A Wk 23 < ;; D ] o = D %
temple in Toganoo in Kyoto and comes to the village of Kasuga. 71,,’ VC\ g };g lif) £ @ /\\ B =] z
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Monk Myoe and His Attendant 1L 7z L W o9 T it <O jé %_—\
Go to the west where the moon sets, go to the west where the e D H T c 7 [y % °
l > A
moon sets. We will visit the land where the sun sets (China and < [% E L & ] &
India) E3) D ¥ v T sl B
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Myoe I am Myoe, a monk from Toganoo. I intend to go to India via D D D D L Fg- H o
China to study Buddhism. In order to bid farewell, I decided to H H ) S UE D
visit Kasuga Grand Shrine and offer my prayers. I am heading to %— %— % 3 & K A %
Nara now. / In order to bid farewell to My®jin, the principal god of X W #% };g % jdé ;
Kasuga, I am going to Nara now. ¥ - iz = %)
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L T YA ~N T = b
Myée and Attendant 7":0 FONL = B * ~
We leave Shikimi-ga-hara in Mount Atago, we leave Shikimi-ga- H 7] T Hh D = %
TN o B ¥ ¥ ~ -+
hara in Mount Atago, and enjoy the view of lush green pines on % H Hi % Ty
the hills of Narabi-ga-oka, illuminated in the moonlight. Leaving % Iz D E; '§; 2; = L
behind us the peaceful blue skies and mountains of Kyoto, we d;)‘ Vo = ?':/ / S 1 Eya
travel on the road from Kyoto toward Nara, the ancient capital in < U /‘% N7 KrH # X B
= PJANY
the southern region. We pass Narazaka and arrive the village of i% < ) H o 70 T
Kasuga, nestled on the slopes of Mount Mikasa. We have arrived iH H & A
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in the village of Kasuga. & [
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Kasuga. I will still my heart and pay a visit to the shrine.
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Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga)

Myoe

Monk Attending on Myoe

Yes, certainly.

2. An Old Shinto Priest of the Kasuga Shrine Appears and Talks to Myoe

An old Shinto priest of the Kasuga Grand Shrine appears before Myoe. When
the old man learns that Myoe is visiting the shrine in order to bid farewell to
the God of Kasuga before leaving Japan to study Buddhism in India, he tries
to persuade Myde not to go.

Old Shinto Priest

Looking up the clear blue sky, the divine light of the gods shines
down auspiciously upon us. Not only the sky but the immobile
form of the mountains expresses how the Way of the gods has
been fixed throughout all ages, from ancient times until today.
The world is governed peacefully and so in the village the people
enjoy living long lives filled with happiness. Truly, the name of
Kasuga Myojin has been passed down to us for a very long time
and has flourished since as long ago as the age of the gods, when
Myojin was called Amenokoyane no Mikoto.

Looking at the two pillars of the torii gate standing in the moon-
light, we understand that one thing that has never been changed
is the vow made by the four enshrined gods, the vow made by the
four enshrined gods in ancient times. Even the god enshrined at
the lower-ranked shrine, Mizuya My®djin, is still engaged with the
living beings of this region. So peacefully governed is the world
that even the branches of the pine trees / the grasses in this grove
in Mikasa do not rustle in the wind and everywhere is calm. They
do not rustle in the wind and everywhere is calm / in this imperial
era.

Hello, hello. I would like to talk to that priest of this shrine.
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and hands and therefore, he is always protecting you and him. If

5

you leave Japan now and travel across China to India in order to
study Buddhism, you will be going against the wishes of Kasuga
Myojin. Please, by all means, refrain from doing so. / I heard
something fortuitous. When a buddha has appeared in this world,
one can gain benefits from visiting that buddha’s holy sites. But
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Kasuga Ryajin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) Story % g
D
Priest Oh, you must be Monk Myde from Toganoo (a few schools f
include this phrase). Kasuga Myo6jin must be very pleased that L A D === B S £z < % B
you have come today to offer prayers. / Kasuga Myojin has been 7 DY R W b L Py VD) =D B
displeased as you have not visited him for a while. We are very < H ¥ ° ° ° ﬁ § A =y E A
grateful that you have come to see him today. T K 7z S AN R i Z RIS -
E O AL 9 £ < j}
Myoe Yes, today I have come to offer my prayers and bid farewell to him, N Tf? gz ?;V % E%)E é)\ % }C j; '2
because I decided to travel across China to India in order to study 7 M) H % 3 i A T =
Buddhism. L A ¢ W i %= Vo) e D
- = 2 & K i & Z 5 -
Priest I understand why you intend to do so, but that is not acceptable. T % b\ J 2 22 78) 0:\ i bl
Monk Myoe, you frequently visit Kasuga My6jin in every season, §§ 2; - f-i ‘Ggi ﬁ6< ?j: A \4; %
from the beginning of the year. Even with such regular visits, Mo L > 7 23 L z
Myojin still longs for you to come here. I heard that Myo6jin B X B ooX B 3y %)
therefore named you Taro (first son) and calls Monk Gedatsu, in ﬁ,{; L ) 12 H% =
Kasagi, Jird (second son) and loves both as much as his own eyes g E<EI < g‘: Eﬁ e
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son) and calls Monk Gedatsu, in Kasagi, Jird (second son). He
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loves you both as much as his own eyes and hands and therefore,
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he protects you and him all the time with the greatest fondness.
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Kasuga Ryajin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) Story

Myoe Truly, I understand what you are saying, however, I am deter-
mined to go India to visit the holy sites of Buddhism and doing so
should not go against the divine wishes of Kasuga Myojin.

Priest I cannot believe what you just said, Monk My®de. In an era in
which a buddha has appeared in the world, you would receive
benefits by visiting his holy sites. However, in this era, long after
Shakyamuni Buddha has passed away, Mount Kasuga here is
actually Vulture Peak. In addition, when Monk Myoe paid us his
first visit to offer prayers before Kasuga Myojin, not only people
put their hands together reverently as a sign of respect for you,
but also things without hearts,

Reciters the trees and grasses growing in the grove in Mikasa, the trees
and grasses growing in the grove in Mikasa, bowed before Monk
Myoe, although no wind was blowing. Even all of the deer walking
on Mount Kasuga came to welcome you. They bent their knees,
lowered their antlers, and paid homage to you, Monk Myoe. Even
after witnessing such amazing miracles, you question where the
Pure Land truly is, and say that you want to travel across China
to India to seek it there, an ambition that knows no limit. Simply
follow the wishes of Kasuga Myojin, in whom we have faith, and
refrain from going to China and India. Please, you must honor the
wishes of the god. Please, you must honor the wishes of the god.

3. Old Priest Successfully Persuades Myoe to Refrain from Going to
China and India

The old priest does his best to persuade Monk Myoe. He explains that there
are holy places in Japan, comparable to the holy sites in India, where people
can receive many benefits and therefore, Myde can perform his pilgrimage in
Japan without going other countries. Myde accepts what the old priest says
and decides to abandon his plan to travel to China and India. The old priest
is pleased by Myoe’s decision and disappears after revealing that his name is
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Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga)

Myoe

Reciters

Reciters

Priest

Reciters

Priest

Tokifa (or Tokikaze) Hideyuki and promising that he will show Myoe events
in the life of Shakyamuni Buddha.

Tell me the details of this Kasuga Grand Shrine. (A few schools
include this phrase)

Over centuries, the teaching of the Buddha gradually spread to
the east and in more recent eras, was disseminated to many lands.
Today, Buddhism has thoroughly permeated Japan. (A few schools
include these phrases)

Priest / Myoe

People cross the ocean to China and visit India in order to

Reciters Myoe

visit the ancient sites well-known for playing important roles in
disseminating Buddhism.

If you want to pray to Mount Tiantai*1, go to Mount Hiei. If you
wish to gaze up to Mount Wutai*2, gaze up at Mount Kimpu in
Yoshino*3 or Mount Tsukuba.

In the past, he did so at Vulture Peak,

and in present, on this mountain, Shakyamuni Buddha trans-
formed himself into Myo6jin, Great Kasuga Myodjin, to save all

living beings. He is enshrined in this mountain.

Therefore, consider this to be Vulture Peak,
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Kasuga Ryajin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) Story % e % it
D
Reciters and pray to this Mount Kasuga. f
o | S W B AM S oz WML aEOHLg f
“I am an incarnation of Shakyamuni Buddha and have appeared @ B = D D A D D g K W fﬁ H
again in this world in order to shine forth a bright light on this ™ 1z & T B Z o =3 o e B2 K ph T ;E D
deluded world and save living beings, so please understand me s & b\ TR b o s A k)\ X z 0) 1 3’[L] 1l
very well” Kasuga My6jin clearly mentioned this in his poem. This v 3, o3 g&j ~F i@ I = Rk = b & 5: 2 N z
. (1 AN - S SR N G- SP-A C G i
poem clearly expresses the vow of the Bodhisattva of Thousands S F » E <t L DY %) # S5 Z 4 % D N A
of Compassionate Deeds, Kasuga Mydjin, to completely save all H b Z Mo % H H 9 N A & I H%B @. VAo
deluded living beings through his divine blessings. Furthermore, F ¥ L 2 ) BFOX 5 ¥ A ol ¥ B o + =
Shakyamuni Buddha lamented that preaching profound Buddhist h 3 T ¢ WoH H i ES) » 3w {5 l< JE 2
principles through the Flower Garland Sutra is hardly enough to W: : j; 3‘ iy ,é: X X ?g E b RISt 75: s % °
save selfish, ordinary beings. He therefore removed his splendidly ; §C < \ % é; § ] /lff% Zi 2 % 5%3 Iz
adorned robes, put on wretched, ragged clothes, and in the Deer % e O L 1z :é\ e BO5 n % H
Park, stayed together with ordinary men, he used the easily com- Ik » = Y D N A K % L T 5 T
prehendible Agama Sutra to preach the Law of the Four Noble O I n D T F D ‘(‘\ Z o3 v ow» g <
Truths. That Deer Park exists here. This Kasuga, where deer live A IS f’y D v ﬂ?@ ( '))\‘ %)O 1z X
day and night, is indeed the Deer Park. g E ;{3 i z 7%[) % = % {:j:’ % - ﬁ\ B
5 D . TR (O
Priest Furthermore, speaking of this Kasuga Grand Shrine, -0’3\\ % ? c?v_ »% 0%) @ % < é Jéi)ﬁ\ f; ﬁ é
T 9 6 47 1 I Mo 8
Reciters  The clear moonlight shining on Mount Mikasa and the spring é 11)) S i ? (= ° %d;% * M 0 ?.fé 5&[‘ f_ﬁ
sun—the literal meaning of “Kasuga”—appearing from behind YE % Egél Q YE zg N g{ﬁ: EIE"‘\] g % 722 %
the mountain, together embody Kasuga Mydjin’s divine vow to K oo ’L'l‘)‘ ;lf & 0 n il ! S B
illuminate every corner of this world. His light shines on the 2 7z N o H: % g
) . < . D E 5 T 1 KL SR
entire area surrounding Kasuga. Saidaiji Temple and the other six R v T [ o -0 R t
temples in Nara are bathed in his light, and how truly peaceful is }J; 9 T E 35 Y By 5 % 5 &K ¢l
the view of Kasugano in Nara, which became the capital city in * f)i ; ZAS il —9;)@ I j:é( I EI]H %% ’a\
which the Buddha’s teaching flourished just like double-flowered j) 1 03 72 % El;%' S if{% 7?? i *)Ea 7§ ;Di\
cherry blossoms. ES 2 7 # EN ’ ‘g E AN < n @
EA i) Hoix LU SR EmR g
Myoe How truly grateful I feel. I take this to be an oracle from Kasuga X Z D B U % * B ﬁ i %
Myojin and so I shall refrain from going to India via China. By the < 4 A D B L 2 D Ak gz: iz ok N
way, may I ask who you are? Please give me your name. / As you v R & ® T o L HE X F o

have tried so hard to stop me from going, I have decided not to go
to India via China. By the way, may I ask who you are?
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Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) E = ® % & x f
B % A& A A /
‘., ; % U-I IJ-I - VN = 5o 'f A @ / ]\ %
ing Chi dia to study Buddhism, I wow = M B
Priest  If you refrain from visiting China and India to study % - = K 5 i D B JE <
I will move India to Mount Mikasa, and show you many scenes - R L 2: X L HE b H R B
; i Buddha. I will show you his birth from ° 1TY)) < D -~
of the life of Shakyamuni Bu ‘ : T o B 2 % o 3 < LR %
Maya,*3 / If you are still suspicious, wait until tonight. I wi : BONE E 172; X~ M b D il = O 1'Zl§
India to Mount Mikasa, and show you many scenes of the life of IIJ:.I fg ! 3 i o N 59 OI)E g },J; %
. i b ¥4 N 3 i E
Shakyamuni Buddha. I will show you his birth from Maya )013 % A ﬁ &é 2‘3 ES I
w o - Al S 5
75{ o ;‘];ﬁ @ & O) b) *‘L % %‘
Priest / Myoe = ;T D A 5 7z Xk -
his enlightenment in Bodhgaya, c A % a0 2 5 S
e 2 s U {i 5 13 D
2 Sz E < S T‘
Priest his lecture at Vulture Peak, 7%\ W (li% ﬁ:: ‘f\ = 4
N % =3 A p)
Reciters and his death in the grove of sala trees. Stay here and wait a while. }»f 7":\ F *R @ l—l]“ o
My name is Tokufa (or Tokikaze) Hideyuki, who came here '150 E - ;E % ﬁ =
. ; instant
deliver this oracle. Having revealf:d this, the old man instantly % @'5 =2 S ZE
disappears. He vanishes in thin air. L (- B =
B % Wi fF z
5 % t B
3 -
. . ; i 1 f Tiantai N -
#1 Mount Tiantai: A sacrefi mountain in Zhejiang Province, China, the birthplace of Tian % {% / | é‘\ 75;\ L‘
(Japanese: Tendai) Buddhism. ° L H% s Z a
e 7 E;E &
*2 Mount Wutai: A sacred mountain in Shanxi province in China. ° % EC) ( ) EB
. : A . o X
*3 Mount Kimpu in Yoshino: According to legend, a part of Mount Wutai in China flew ? T g g 1
here on a cloud. b&‘_) ﬁ % g
*4 Maya: Mother of Shakyamuni Buddha. 3) L [J_] 2
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Kasuga Ryajin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) Story

4. Speech of a Lower-ranked God

A god enshrined in a lower ranking shrine in Kasuga appears and narrates
the story of Monk Myde paying a visit to Kasuga Mydjin and being persuaded
by Tokifa Hideyuki to abandon his decision to travel to China and India

in order to study Buddhism. He furthermore says that Kasuga Mydjin will
perform the miracle of moving India to Mount Mikasa and showing scenes
from the life of Shakyamuni Buddha. He says that an auspicious sign is now
appearing in the sky, encourages people to offer prayers, and takes his leave.

5. Dragon Gods Appear

In the bright light sparkling on the fields and mountains of Kasuga, the
dragon gods appear. The Eight Great Dragon Kings appear, leading their
families and retinues, and seat themselves in the proper posture to listen

to the preaching of Shakyamuni Buddha. When female dragons perform a
dance, the scenes of the life of Shakyamuni Buddha appear on Mount Mikasa
in front of people’s eyes. Myoe is dissuaded from visiting China and India to
study Buddhism and the dragon gods disappear into Sarusawa Pond.

Myoée and His Attendant
An oracle from a god truly has miraculous powers, truly has
miraculous powers. Immediately after the pronouncement of the
oracle, rays of light shone forth, entirely illuminating the moun-
tains and fields of Kasuga and turning them into a golden realm.
The trees and grasses have become buddha-bodies, which is truly
miraculous. The trees and grasses have become buddha-bodies,
which is truly miraculous.

Reciters  Now, the shaking of the earth must surely be a sign that the
dragon gods living under the ground have come to form as as-
sembly and listen to the preaching of the Lotus Sutra. / The earth
is shaking now. People are making a great fuss, wondering if this
means the dragon gods living under the ground have appeared.
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Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga) i EE e *ﬁs’ e EE o EE e EE’
f
Surely, the shaking of the earth must mean that the dragon gods
beneath the ground will join the assembly to hear the Lotus Sutra. j:% :; z i fin f i : il zs iR x; ?Z)zg ;.éﬁ ;i z
iSO T T e e B, = fee
Dragon God ES i B %O D 3 2 SUIPS ;5 & e Pt = H
Behold, the Eight Great Dragon Kings appear! = i)i & i - fiE H fiE fiE x J\
2 J & %= + + + N
EE s iy & N N N N
Reciters Dragon King Nanda. N il% 5 % % %
B L 7
Dragon God il ~ JH R B
Dragon King Upananda. '\ 4 n 1
+5 < S
Reciters  Dragon King Sagara. qz °
it
Dragon God z
Dragon King Vasuki. e
%
Reciters Dragon King Taksaka. %E
Dragon God / Reciters T
Dragon King Anavatapta. These dragon kings, Ul
gﬁ
Reciters leading their families and retinues of thousands, are creating e
waves on the surface of the fields. They have come to sit in the 2
assembly and hear Shakyamuni Buddha preach the Lotus Sutra. ’;\Tz
e
Dragon Gods T
In addition, King Wondrous Dharma Kinnara, tﬁ
b\
Reciters  King Dharma-keeper Kinnara, ik
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Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga)

Dragon Gods
King Gandharva,

Reciters  King Enjoying the Sound of the Dharma Kendatsuba

Dragon Gods
Asura King Bali,

Reciters and Asura King Rahu also bring their families and retinues,
numerous beyond calculation, to likewise join the assembly.

The sleeves of the dancing female dragons float like waves. White
are the waves of the sleeves of the dancing female dragons. When
the sleeves sweep over the ocean, the foam turns into pearls and
scatters. From within the blue ocean that reflects the blue sky,
floating over the Saho River that reflects the moon,

Dragon God / Reciters
the Eight Great Dragon Kings appear and manifest their dignified
forms.

[Hataraki] (movements accompanied by music)
A short, powerful and upbeat dance performed by the Dragon God. The
dance is performed accompanied by a Japanese flute, small and large hand

drums, and a drum.

Dragon God
The Eight Great Dragon Kings

Dragon God / Reciters
tilting their eight crowns,

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn

SSEREIS O 2

- 10 -

iy

AT UREAREX X S B RHTROSN ABIe EwEOER

ERSSa

& \E R

>

371

H_[Z!II

ViR

S RIS,

A

HEFNESEID 0T FEHOESTMFNFEN THrHEOE oFECH

ALY ST TS

I
Iz

i
e
0)
H

EORSELRE

B RE

v

s

~ =
-

m

N
/|

POTERISHE A\ I

—
e

iy BE #h
#

W

T T TR
e, Mk, Hr W@
PN P A
2 % 35| 72 9
oo e 2
. # Ze X
5 5 5

72 X ’

-
v

ENACEE N (A SR RIS

X

http://vwvww.the-noh.com

SHEFFIEITAY



Kasuga Ryujin (The Dragon God of Kasuga)

Myoe No, I will not go.

= = =
Reciters  fly up to the clouds above moon-risen Mount Mikasa in this
Kasuga and descend to the ground. The guardians of this field < = 3 3

= 1A i /i ik Do EE
should also see this. The birth from Maya, the lecture at Vulture T . i ) x %) ViR HE
Peak, and the death under sala tree—all of these scenes from the n ¥ I F ¢ F N D
life of Shakyamuni Buddha have been shown and with this, they g - é\ j; b
have come to the end. Now, Monk Myoe, will you still make your EE‘ A{, }Vo 72) i

trip to China? N
i P
£r3 G
=

Reciters  What about going to India?

Myoe No, [ will not go.

Reciters How about your plan to visit those holy sites of the Buddha?

RO A Bl

Myde No, I will not visit them.

g
>
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Reciters No matter how much you might search, you could never find

S

a place that surpasses this one, Kasuga. So saying, the female ot

dragons ascend on clouds and fly away to the south. Kicking up
the blue water of Sarusawa Pond, the dragon gods transform

F AWK SSTRAT s AT Ao

themselves into dragons thousands of miles long, spread them-

N
g

selves out as wide as the sky and the earth, and create large waves
and disappear into the pond.
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Kasuga Rydjin (The Dragon God of Kasuga)
Synopsis

Monk Myée who resides in a humble hut in Toganoo in
Kyoto intends to travel to India via China and visit the holy
sites of Buddhism. He goes to Kasuga Grand Shrine in Nara
to make a farewell call. In the shrine, Myoe meets an old man
who seems to be a priest of the shrine. He exchanges words
with the old man and tells him that he is visiting the shrine to
bid farewell to the god of Kasuga My6jin. The old man then
warns Myoe that leaving Japan would go against the divine
wishes of the god and tries to hold Myode back. My6e makes
the counter-argument that as he is going to worship the holy
sites of Buddhism, he is not going against the god’s wishes.
Nevertheless, the old man vigorously persists in trying to
persuade Myoe not to leave Japan. The old man recounts that as
centuries have passed since Shakyamuni Buddha passed away,
there is not much merit to visit India and China nowadays.
Besides, Mount Kasuga here is considered to be Vulture Peak.
Japan has Mount Hiei, which has been likened to Mount
Tiantai, and Mount Kimpu in Yoshino, which has been likened
to Mount Wutai. Thus the old man lists a number of sites in
Japan considered to be the equivalents of Buddhist holy sites.
The old man emphasizes that Buddhism has spread throughout
Japan and therefore, Myoe need not leave his home country.
While listening to everything the old man has told him, Myoe
changes his mind and decides to accept the old man’s words
as an oracle from the god of Kasuga Mydjin and stops going to
China. The old man promises Myoe that if Myoe decides not
to go to China, he will move India to Mount Mikasa and show
him the entire life of Shakyamuni Buddha, starting with his
mother, Maya, giving birth to him, as well as the moment of his
enlightenment in Bodhgaya, his sermon at Vulture Peak, and
his death in the grove of sala trees. He mentions that his name
is Tokifa Hideyuki and that he came to present this oracle to
Myoe. He then vanishes into thin air.

The miraculous power of the oracle is immense. Myoe
now witnesses divine light shining forth and illuminating, in
gold, all of the mountains and fields of Kasuga. Before Myoe’s
eyes, the miracle of trees and grasses being transformed into
buddhas is now revealed. Then, dragon gods appear. Because
they want to hear Shakyamuni Buddha preach the Lotus Sutra,
the Eight Great Dragon Kings, accompanied by their families
and retinues, come and sit in an assembly. In addition, other
gods appear and similarly sit together in the assembly. Next,
female dragons perform dances as scenes from the life of
Shakyamuni are reflected on Mount Mikasa. My6e now firmly
determines to abandon his plan to visit China and India to
study Buddhism. No matter how many such places as those
one might visit, none could surpass this place. So saying, the
female dragons leave to the south and the dragon gods leap into
Sarusawa Pond. They all vanish.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

In order to fully appreciate “Kasuga Ryajin,” it will be
helpful to have some knowledge about the waki character,
Myoe Shonin (Monk Myoe), a very high-ranking, ordained
Buddhist priest of the Kamakura era (1185-1333) who devoted
his entire life to ascetic training and the study of Buddhism. He
is well-known for his diary, Yume Nikki (A Diary of Dreams),
which he continuously wrote from his teenage years to his
death at the age of sixty. He was a morally upright man with
unparalleled knowledge, deep wisdom, and fine temperament.
He did not pander to or curry favor with secular society but
who treated everyone with compassion and therefore, many
people had great respect for Myoe. He also showed real courage
and did not shrink before the powerful, such as when he gave
shelter to defeated warriors during the Jokya War of 1221.
History recognizes Myoe as the restorer of Flower Garland
School of Buddhism in Japan. Many books have been published
about him. (Some examples are Myée — Yume wo Ikiru (Myoe
— Living a Dream) by Hayao Kawai and Myée Shonin (Monk
Myde) by Masako Shirasu.) Please refer to those books to learn
more about him.

Kasuga Rygjin is a story in which a god stops Myoe from
going abroad. It is quite a simple story that does not involve
much drama. However, it portrays the strong desire to prevent
an important man, akin to a national treasure, from leaving
the country. In the play, Kasuga Myojin is described as an
incarnation of the Buddha, and therefore Myoe accepts what
the old man says as an oracle and refrains from leaving Japan.
The story conveys a lesson to all people about the importance
of finding your own way in the place you now live, rather than
searching for it somewhere else. Deeply experiencing the
message of this play gives us the chance to reconsider how we
are living our own lives.

The highlight of this piece is the scene in the second half
in which the Eight Great Dragon Kings appear. The scene in
which each Dragon King is called by name and then manifests
his dignified appearance—while the melody is rather simple—
is imbued with many entertaining aspects.
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Schools All five
Category

The Fifth-Group Noh, Oni-mono

Author Unknown (According to traditions, Komparu Zenchiku or Zeami)

Subject Kokon Chomoniju (A Collection of Notable Events, Old and New), Volume 2
Season Spring (March in the lunar calendar)

Scene Village of Kasuga in Yamato Province

Characters Mae-shite Old Priest of Kasuga Shrine

Nochi-shite Dragon God

Waki Monk Myoe

Waki-tsure Monk Attending Myoe

Ai A God of a Lower-Ranked Shrine / Shinto Priest

Masks Mae-shite Kojo, Koushi-jo,Akobujo, etc.
Nochi-shite Kurohige
Ai Noborihige
Costumes Mae-shite J6-kami (wig for an old man), okina-eboshi (eboshi-style
headdress worn by an old man or a Shinto priest), kariginu-style
kimono, kitsuke / kogéshi-atsuita (thickly woven kimono with
small checked pattern), hakama in okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi
(belt), and a fan.

Nochi-shite Long red wig, rytddai (crown worn exclusively by dragon gods),
happi-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved
kimono mainly worn by male characters), hangire (a type of
hakama worn by strong characters such as demons, gods and
warriors), koshi-obi, a fan, and a stick for beating.

Waki Sumi-béshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo
(a type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita,
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, Buddhist prayer
beads, and a fan.

Waki-tsure Sumi-boshi, mizugoromo, kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita or kitsuke /
muji-noshime (a short-sleeved kimono without a pattern that
is worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male
characters of lesser standing), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi, Buddhist prayer beads, and a fan.

Ai Massha-zukin (a type of hood worn by lower-ranking priests),
mizugoromo, kukuri-bakama (a style of wearing hakama trousers
by tucking up the bottoms at the knee with string), and a pair of
gaiters.

Number of scenes Two
Length About one hour
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