Senju Story

*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different
schools.

1. Senju Appears at the House Where Shigehira Is Being Held Captive

Kanonosuke Munemochi, a vassal of Minamoto no Yoritomo, has been
taking care of Taira no Shigehira, an enemy warlord who was captured during
the battle of Ichino-tani Valley. Yoritomo sent a woman called Lady Senju
(Senju no mae) to the house to comfort Shigehira. Again today, Senju visits
Shigehira in the place he is staying.

Kanonosuke Munemochi
I am Kanonosuke Munemochi, who serves as a vassal of the Lord
of Kamakura (Minamoto no Yoritomo).

Now, Taira no Shigehira, a son of Taira no Kiyomori, was captured
during the recent battle at Ichino-tani Valley, and I received
orders to take care of him. Although Shigehira is an enemy of
the emperor, Lord Yoritomo has taken pity on him and ordered
me to take good care of him. As such, Lord Yoritomo sent Lady
Senju (Senju no mae) to Shigehira yesterday. / Now, Shigehira, a
commander of the third rank and a son of Taira no Kiyomori, was
captured and sent to Kamakura. I am in charge of taking care of
him. Sir Shigehira is the youngest son of Kiyomori and was very
much loved by his parents as well as the members of his clan. As
such, he is an unparalleled man. As Lord Yoritomo ordered me to
take good care of him, I prepared a bath for him yesterday, then
Lord Yoritomo sent Lady Senju to Shigehira to help care for him.
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/ Now, Sir Shigehira, a commander of the third rank and a son
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Senju Story

The rain this evening is a perfect reflection of my sleeves, which

are soaked and wrinkled by my tears.
Could someone help me, please? / Is anyone here?

Munemochi
Who is it? Oh, wonderful. It must be Lady Senju, isn't it? [A few
schools include this phrase]

Senju Would you kindly let Shigehira know that Senju is / I am here.

Munemochi
Please wait here for a moment.

I will ask how he is and let him know that you are here.

2. Shigehira Meets with Senju

Shigehira is reluctant to meet with Senju and declines her request to meet.
Senju emphatically tells Shigehira through Munemochi that she visits him

under the orders of Yoritomo. Thanks to Munemochi’s skillful plan, Senju

enters the house and meets Shigehira.

Taira no Shigehira

Just like the hibiscus flower in full bloom, our lives flourish bril-
liantly for a moment before snapping off. Our lives are as delicate
and fleeting as that of a mayfly. Although he was a prisoner like
myself, when Su Wu of the Han dynasty in China was captured
and imprisoned in a cave by the people of Xiongnu, he remained
loyal to the purpose of his master, annihilated the enemy thanks
to the strategic plans laid by Yang Li, and returned to his home-
town in the end. However, in my case, I have been imprisoned by
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Senju Story

my enemy and have endured the shame of being bound and tied.
No one knows if I will still be alive tomorrow. Alas, the matters

are truly unsettled.

Munemochi
Excuse me, but Lady Senju is here.

Shigehira What on earth brought her here today? Oh well, whatever she
wants from me, I will not see her today. Tell her so.

Munemochi
All right, I will.

Excuse me, Lady Senju. I told him that you have arrived, but for
some reason, he said that he does not want to meet with you
today.

Senju That is not what I expected. [A few schools include this phrase]
It was not me who decided to visit Shigehira today, it was Lord
Yoritomo who ordered me to comfort Shigehira as it’s raining
today. [A few schools include this phrase] I therefore brought a
biwa and koto with me. Please kindly tell him what I just said.

Munemochi
Excuse me. When I relayed your message to Lady Senju, she
said that she is vising you not because of her own decision but
because she received orders from Lord Yoritomo to comfort you
during this rainy weather. [A few schools include this phrase] She
therefore brought a biwa and koto here. I fully understand why
you are reluctant to see her, but...
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Senju Story

Shigehira How unfortunate. I should have been killed in the battle of
Ichino-tani Valley. I was captured and sent here to the furthest
of the eastern provinces, where I show my face in shame. All of
these occurrences are due to my deeds in previous lifetimes. Also,
although it was not my decision to do so, I destroyed statues of
the Buddha and killed people under orders from my father. The
retribution I receive immediately in this world for the evil deeds
I have committed in this lifetime is even more shameful to me
than the retribution I receive for the evil deeds committed in my
previous lifetimes.

Senju That’s certainly true. However, I have heard that many other
people have experienced hard times, similar to you, in the past as
well as the present. Please do not feel too badly, as you are not the

only person who has suffered so.

Shigehira You are trying to console me, but no one has experienced such a
harsh fate as I have.

Senju Until yesterday, you were flourishing, like a flower in its prime, in
Kyoto,

Shigehira and today, I greet spring in a remote village in an eastern province.
Senju When the change

Shigehira / Shigehira, Senju
in my status
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such a rainy evening. Senju consoles Shigehira with her poetic singing and v N fﬁ &k &3 0;‘; < % 0)
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Senju Story

Senju Then for a while, Senju will recite a poem: “A fragile princess
complains that even her fine silk kimono is unbearably heavy. She
thinks the weaver woman is thoughtless and did not weave the
silk properly and holds a grudge against her”

Senju, Shigehira, Munemochi
This poem was made by the God of Thunder, Kitano Tenjin, (that
is, Sugawara no Michizane). It is said that he promised to protect
everyone who recites and hears this poem.

Shigehira However, there is no hope for Shigehira in his present lifetime.
Shigehira / Senju, Shigehira, Munemochi
I just want to listen to a poem that lends support to my heart’s

desire for a brighter future in my next lifetime. So I say,

Senju and I will make your wish come true. “Even a man who committed
the ten evil deeds can be reborn in paradise”

Reciters  She has recited the poem.
[Iroe]
An extremely short dance, accompanied by the music of a Japanese flute and

small and large hand drums.

Senju Well, this Shigehira is the youngest son of Taira no Kiyomori,
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Province, Shigehira desperately fought to defense against our

SE>

enemy. However,

clan. As such, my parents showered me with the greatest love. z ﬁ' E A %‘ W oz
[ & Z (YR a} )
Senju Time passes, however, and the fortunes of the Taira clan have s D & 7 Z i
= - =
been completely - % et L & %\
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Reciters  and thoroughly exhausted. In the woods of Ikuta in Settsu H EF' %
= 3
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Senju just as drops of dew on the leaves of the trees

P
7

Reciters are blown off by the winds racing down through the woods, I, too,
was knocked down. How lamentable.
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Himself now powerless, Shigehira was forced to pull back his
troops, but the enemy securely surrounded Shigehira on all

el

sides, just as they had thrown a net over him. There was no way
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to escape, and finally, Shigehira was captured. Although I had

~—

no reason to live anymore, I still could not die. I went on living
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in shame, my name sullied. I was put in the hands of Kawagoe
Shigefusa, and against my wishes, I was made to enter Kyoto.

EFAABROTBE  ABSHBEETEE A ANEwa
FEESOTER [ SFFATHFIOZE | HJ

A
JSETRS JIEE Sif
O ONL-EAME SHCAIOEIH IS0, AGF MmN S [ SEHARS

FEASSFTTMHRYEBRE S e

Iz
Senju Truly, this world is... H
Reciters unpredictable. It was October, the season of autumn showers. If 2
I had been handed over to the monks in Nara, I probably would :3
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have been able to die, but instead, I was sent to Kamakura. Where
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am I now? I have already come to Yatsuhashi in the province of
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Mikawa. All the while regretting that I would never be able to see ;"_ N
Kyoto again, I passed through Totoumi, Ashigara, and Hakone, 7‘,‘7{

finally arriving in Kamakura at dawn. Here I would meet my end,
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so I thought, but I have grown accustomed to living in shame.
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Senju Story

I fell in love with Senju and became intimate with her. There is the
ancient story about the defeated warlord, Xiang Yu of Chu. Late
into the night, when the lamplight grew dim and his concubine,
Consort Yu’s tears fell like rain,

Senju the Chu army, which had betrayed Lord Xiang Yu, sung their
songs, filling the air in every direction.

Reciters  Although such are his circumstances, Senju dances with feeling,
setting her sleeves flying, because she sincerely wishes that
Shigehira will return to his former self. Her sleeves hold her
tears. My name is Senju (literally, “one thousand hands”) and
I keep on dancing as I wish for the blessings of my namesake,
Senju Kannon, the bodhisattva of mercy with one thousand arms,
whose powers are so great that she can make flowers bloom on
withered branches on a snowy winter day.

Reciters  Iwill never forget this fleeting relationship.

[Jo-no-mai)
A very slow, elegant dance accompanied by the music of a Japanese flute and
small and large hand drums.

5. The Party Is Over and the Time to Part Has Arrived

Shigehira has started to enjoy himself. He plays a lute while Senju accom-
panies him on a koto. They pass the time by playing music together. When
morning comes, it is decided that Shigehira is to be sent to Kyoto. The two of
them must part. With tears in her eyes, Senju sees off Shigehira as he leaves
Kamakura.
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Senju “(Meeting) in the shade of a tree, (drinking) the water from a E« o
river— oB B g It ;a; T - SR o
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Reciters  These are all karmic connections determined in our previous bH H H VIR &+ IRf IRf n @%j 71’50
lifetimes.” 1 sing this song by shirabyoshi (female dancers dressed L [ < ﬁz\\ < ? il & #l
like men) RS ) AR VN i iii fﬁ_ 4 £ i
| Y T R i
A A £ S b b B g 5
Shigehira and then, Shigehira starts to enjoy himself, < J Vol D0 z a i n
b I Iz ER D I Iz & X %
Reciters and then, Shigehira starts to enjoy himself. He picks up a lute and 7? AN % O}_) r 2 % % 1/: S Z

. . : O J: » ?
plays it. Senju plays a koto - 2 o~

Z 7z EH ) FEITj < < El &
| o | \ o %
Senju to accompany Shigehira’s lute. Listening to our music, L %]J %ﬁl 13 % % p)
A LORIEN X D X
Reciters  the winds blowing through the pine trees in the mountains seem B < % % e -
to harmonize with our playing. We nap with our heads resting on fg‘{[ & 5l < N
the koto as a pillow, the night is soon over and day starts to break. {% f/d)’ % “3) }Ljﬁ
B 2 Sen & n
Senju Oh, how quickly the morning has come. % ° < N 2
B 5 AR i
Reciters  Oh, how quickly the morning has come. Imagining what 1k % o it
Shigehira’s heart must have been feeling when he ended the 9 *ZE 32' %
drinking party, how very sad. bf:? }}/‘% 03 i
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This Shigehira will, on imperial orders, this Shigehira will, on

it

imperial orders, be sent back to Kyoto. Guarded by warriors,

ofy

when Shigehira leaves Kamakura,

E@

Senju Senju comes out to see him off, her tears falling and falling.

Reciters ~ Why did we pledge ourselves to each other, even though we knew
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that it would be painful to endure such parting? Shedding tears |
and soaking their sleeves, they part from each other. Shigehira =0
is such a sad sight that we cannot even look at him, we feel so g‘;
terribly sorry for him. We cannot even look at him, we feel so 'f;:
terribly sorry for him. 'y
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Senju
Synopsis

A warlord of the Taira clan, Taira no Shigehira, fought
in a series of battles between the Taira and Minamoto
clans. He was captured during the battle of Ichino-tani
Valley and was taken prisoner. He was sent to Kamakura
and was held, by force, in the house of Kanonosuke
Munemochi, a subordinate of Minamoto no Yoritomo.
Yoritomo showed mercy to Shigehira and sent one of his
servants, Lady Senju, to comfort the imprisoned warlord.

On a rainy day, Lady Senju visits Shigehira with a
biwa (Japanese lute) and a koto (a Japanese harp). At first,
Shigehira was reluctant to see her, but they finally do
meet, just as Munemochi has arranged. As Shigehira’s
wish is to renounce the world and become a monk, he
previously asked Senju to convey this request to Yoritomo.
When Shigehira asks Senju about his request, she tells
him what Yoritomo said: Yoritomo cannot make the
decision alone as Shigehira is an enemy of the emperor
and therefore, his request has not been accepted.
Shigehira laments that this is the result of his bad karma,
rooted in his sinful deeds of burning down temples in
Nara on orders from his father, Taira no Kiyomori.

Munemochi holds a party to cheer up Shigehira,
who has fallen into a pensive mood. Senju offers drinks
to Shigehira, recites poems, and tries to give him
encouragement. When Senju performs a dance, the
amused Shigehira starts playing the biwa, and then Senju
plucks the koto as accompaniment to his lute. The night
grows late. They take a nap with their heads resting on the
koto as their pillow, and in a short while, the night comes
to an end. In the morning, there is an imperial order to
send Shigehira to Kyoto. Senju and Shigehira regret their
parting, both of them soaking their sleeves with tears.
With tears in her eyes, Senju sees off Shigehira who is
leaving Kamakura.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

This is an elegant, Third-group Noh piece, which has
a female lead character. A unique feature distinguishing
it from other Third-group Noh dramas is that this play
describes the fleeting love between a sophisticated
nobleman from the Taira clan, Taira no Shigehira, and
a kind-hearted woman, Lady Senju. However, a dark
shadow hangs over their love— Shigehira’s inescapable
circumstances as a prisoner facing death.

The scene in which they converse with and feel
sympathy for each other; the scene in which Senju
elegantly dances in order to console Shigehira; and the
scene in which they pass by each other in parting—these
impressive scenes are presented at critical moments in the
play. The subtle shifting of their emotions, as they come
to understand that their eternal parting is approaching,
is described through these scenes that leave lasting
impressions that will linger in the hearts of the audience.

It might sound strange, but the tranquility and
tenderness of these moving scenes only underscore the
deep impression they make upon the audience. Therein
lies the magic of stage techniques in Noh drama.

Shigehira plays a very important role in this play and
his presence is as significant as shite (the lead character)
although he is classified as tsure (a supporting character).
In olden times, the title of this play was “Senju Shigehira,”
which indicates the importance of Shigehira’s character.

- 13-

All five. The title is written 7 (Senju, literally, “one thousand blessings”)

in the Kita school while it is written T3 (Senju, literally, “one thousand

hands”) in the other schools.
The Third group Noh

Komparu Zenchiku

Heiki Monogatari (The Tale of the Heike) Volume 10, Azuma Kagami
(Chronicle of the East)

Spring (March in the lunar calendar)

Kamakura in Sagami Province (modern-day Kanagawa Prefecture)

Schools

Category

Author

Subject

Season

Scene

Characters Shite
Tsure
Waki

Masks Shite

Costumes Shite
Tsure
Waki

Number of scenes

Length

Senju
Taira no Shigehira
Kanonosuke Munemochi

Wakaonna, Z6, Ko-omote, etc.

Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), iroiri karaori
(outer robes with patterns containing scarlet) wore in
kinagashi-style, kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono,
worn as the innermost layer of the costume of a female
character), and a fan.

[Occasionally wear kara (a piece of square cloth worn
over other clothes by Buddhism priests)], kitsuke / atsuita
(a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male
characters) or atsuita-karaori, hakama in 6kuchi-style
(white or pale yellow), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.
[Sometimes holding Buddhist prayer beads.]
Nashiuchi-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), a white
headband, tops and bottoms of hitatare (kimono for
warriors), kitsuke / atsuita, komi-6kuchi (underwear
hakama in 6kuchi-style), a sword, and a fan.

One
About 1 hour and 40 minutes
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