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*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different . j< it
schools. - S ~ = 63:
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1. Emperor Tenmu Travels Deep in the Yoshino Mountains é B 5 B i /02 7 ot ¥ - E:E
DIES D e T g fagyie G >
Emperor Kiyomihara (Emperor Tenmu and called Prince Oama at this time) 1’EJ 2:_? 7 D '3: %‘, =] ~ <
was being chased by Prince Otomo but managed to flee, along with some of X % 3%3 7§ ;OL zg' i A j’?t = %
his loyal followers, riding in a palanquin deep into the Yoshino Mountains. D - AR 3
y gina palang P P b % n i %’: < 5 2
) 5 i 7 Iz a D D &
Accompanying Follower, Palanquin Carriers, Emperor * e S 2 7 H % L % il %
Unexpectedly, we had to leave the palace on a spring night. Alas, B 7 5 Al 9 2/1, 7z Bl H th %__‘
we miss the capital city. = X g {ﬂl > 0i\ F i:.\ ‘f: :: a
T 2 i 5 % % g 1T
Follower In the era when things will be done according to the way of justice, j/( T\ ;i, fa N D % <
AN
ki - wL
Follower, Palanquin Carriers / Palanquin Carriers B Z W B 3 % Y
His Majesty will surely become emperor. We pray to the gods that = B ,\li #H % D =)
the day will come. % 7%: :Cg ? ﬁ 1L J
[l Z < H D
H I ZAS L L i PN
Follower My master is a nobleman / Emperor Kiyomihara, descended from n 7 > x W f\ “
the goddess Amaterasu Omikami. < 5 - 9 Z HE iz
A > ° é—_ 3{
. . . - % r=x 7 DR
ollower, Palanquin Carriers / Palanquin Carriers = \
Foll Palanquin C / Palanquin C %‘B% =] J; S
His Majesty was supposed to ascend to the imperial throne fol- %z 5 = o 3 B
lowing the abdication of the previous emperor. However, attacked % 7 foﬂn)l] o
by his uncle (historically incorrect), an aristocrat called So-and-so i 03 73 D
/ Prince Otomo, he left the capital city for a distant rural area. v IZ e %
We clear the way for His Majesty, who travels along unfamiliar H 5 *
mountain paths, fleeing to the end of the earth. However this is & ﬂé'\ 7 i
a sacred trip of an emperor. Thinking about it in this way, we feel % X }5): é
strong. W s x ¥
WG S &
YA 2 3
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Our bodies wracked with hardship, we cross over the mountains ) D

in autumn. Lamenting the state of this world, we pass by the royal 7z — B A w5 F H H Sl
hunting grounds in Uda. Traversing Mount Kasuga, where bucks = 7 < W b BN i) |2 54
are said to rest, jg * 72 n [J_l T D D b 1)
Mooz & T ok R R A f
Follower, Palanquin Carriers / Palanquin Carriers B % © © THI:/: 7%) z_ z— ]
Traversing Mount Kasuga, where bucks are said to rest, i & D Vo Vo lﬂ”l,
TR i =
Follower, Palanquin Carriers / Palanquin Carriers J & L U
The sound of a stream, rushing after spring rains, can be heard o) Jfﬁ Eu%

coming from somewhere. This is the sound of Yoshino River. Even
when spring clouds cast shadows on the Yoshino Mountains that
are renowned for their cherry blossoms, the moon of a spring

O (E R E g
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night shines between the clouds. Just like the moon, for a while
His Majesty’s fate is covered by misfortune, but eventually he will
return to the capital city. With this hope, we carry his beautiful

FEEe g A CHSWA

palanquin and travel along the path. With this hope, we carry his
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TR >k
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beautiful palanquin and travel along the path.

<
1%
e
1%

Follower Since we hurried along, we have already arrived in the middle of
an unknown mountain. Please take rest here (Gesturing to enter a
cottage on the mountain).

N
e
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2. The Emperor’s Entourage Meets An Old Couple

SRR MO TRUBEOH BRI L% TRUBES

PH A SERSHED A NSNS TSN AT A TR A

An old couple arriving by boat encounters the entourage of the emperor, who
has been resting at the couple’s home by the river.

SSEPEEND | QFAF T AFAXNS ot PO TS ),

SAtR AT gy
SNIFAIAGRATAEIS @ 0T &

MR EAGT A AORC A9 "B oo™/ oo yaF ol
AT EREZBEIOISTHI Y

A AT T CHNIET B
OFNSH [ N=EEIHFE T A TSN (EROV T (N 5O

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theggcom -2- http://www.the-noh.com



Kuzu Story

Jo ( Old Man)
Uba, look.

Uba (Old Woman)
What is it?

Jo Purple clouds are trailing / A star of auspicious sign is shining
above our humble cottage. Do you see them / it?

Uba Where? [A few schools include this phrase]

Jo XAt the top of the trees in the woods over there. [A few schools
include this phrase]

Uba Oh, yes, indeed. There are purple clouds trailing over there. That

is certainly unusual.

Jo Yes, indeed, the clouds portend some unusual happening.

Jo / Jo and Uba
Since ancient times / Anyway, it is said that purple clouds appear
wherever an emperor stays...

Jo Perhaps, miraculously, at this old man’s cottage...

Uba such a noble person might be staying...wondering so,
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Kuzu Story

Jo we pull our boat to the bank of the river, and return to our home
by the river.

Uba When we enter the cottage, what a miracle! Just as we imagined,

Jo there is a nobleman in noshi-style kimono, wearing a crown on his
head.

Uba Although he looks tired from rough travel, wet with dew and frost

/ Although his sleeves are wet with dew and frost,

Jo without a doubt, his dress is
Jo / Jo and Uba
that of nobility.

Reciters He must be a nobleman. / Although they later learn that he is
Emperor Kiyomihara, at first they do not know who he is. Putting
down the fishing pole, they ask him what has happened. Even if
it is brief, they are honored to receive a visit from such a noble
person at their lowly, humble cottage. What shall we do? How
awe-inspiring! How awe-inspiring! / Although nothing is ever
settled in this world, this is indeed a miracle. Although the way of
this world is that nothing is settled, this is a miracle.
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3. The Old Couple Offers a Meal to Emperor 2 v B v T & 1@ ) X % i ;g:/ % yﬂz
. ok 2 P (& i . z %
Listening to the story from the follower, the old couple cooks cicely and kuzu 37;, \,f N ¥ x 7 S % / 5 } =T i E
fish (sweetfish) and offers a meal to the emperor, who had no chance to eat : ° i - & X E ;%E: é g ;L f% ' &
for the last few days. ij: fﬁj H i) ?(i \ 2 ,;:‘ e - I+ < %: =
TH B O T %
him? I b 7% Wy /B PSRN xK
Jo May I ask what has happened to him? Iz X v it k 2 5 < = ; L it -gj-
i ihara. He was Z oo % 11 =2 ? L: EES
Follower This gentleman is a nobleman / Emperor Kl_yoml ara. o ok X s H» D 5 2 ) 4 N
attacked by someone close to him / Prince Otomo and secretly = 5 © 2> - kT 37:1, i: 3] 5 -
made his way here. / managed to escape to this place. / traveled L ﬁ i . - p) R 05 5_% i‘ 3 @
here to find a safe place in these mountains. He said that he is & ? %\\ 7; N %:i % i jg(; 5 j:)L 2 - .
relying on you (Jo) for everything. Ef i 72 0 0 2 $ { o < ﬁ i‘ E:
3 =l E N TR e~ A L
Jo Oh, he is a nobleman. Fortunately, this is my cottage. Please makci %I: 3 ?;E o % bz % - i E ﬁ
yourselves at home and relax. / As I am in charge of this area, he is ¥ < ;1(% A-g = ¥ é) ?{)\ > % %_\‘ s
welcome to stay as long as he likes. / This is my cottage. Although L b e F g) Z E ; : S, e
my cottage looks shabby and humble, please have him stay as long é: g % ?3 N © E: il ES g ¥ B
as he likes. 7, 7 i; sShus ] M A E 2; ;;{
: , Vo2 %5 AT 5
Follower Old Man, I'm sorry to ask you this, but [A few schools include this o % % B oo %EE < D ‘?
phrase] His Majesty has not eaten anything for the last few days. é i L e 6‘ { ?§ g
Could you prepare something for him to eat? 7;)) - W ;C: ; g‘: E E'_/E: Vo
N & iy o)
) ° = = o e 5
Jo I understand. I will tell Uba about this. 0 11 ég) ¥ 5 i
5 5N A 7 T ° D
ﬁ T v ¢ ‘jg, L 7z
i35 5 oy % o)
£i b 7 2 e
% h = 5 ol 2o s
7 T W PO NI /R
1 1 & 5
& F 8T 2T I
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Hello Uba, did you hear what the gentleman just said? The noble-
man has not eaten anything for the last few days. Please prepare a ¥ z L 5 I A t, 3z A
meal for him. / Hello Uba, I am pleased to say that this nobleman DN a0 I H T L x X o
is Emperor Kiyomihara. He was attacked by Prince Otomo and N3RS % / H ')) 7 A
escaped here (came to find a safe place) in these mountains. He is RS IZJ*; /AN g é 0:5 B8
relying on this Old Man for everything. His Majesty has not eaten %E 7%; - () A = =
anything for the last few days. Please prepare something for him % ft D Z . Iz ot
to eat. N D & - 7 un N ::
[t g% iy " ik =
Uba We have fresh cicely here, just picked. I JI T 2 A{\ S
# L % 7 7 < 7 )
: , —-— ' voE S M- i3 R
Jo That’s the most wonderful thing in all of Japan. / That'll become a < % ¥z 2 iy
o ) o
ft] D %
Iz i 7%
3 7 :
< o8 >
J <
N
H

SEW
SECEIED O AT T A ookt~ A
e T AN LT OO S | SRIA S A
SERTES (o dBE] L (SORA SERIES () ¥

AKWES (T [ STRFANHTEA NSO EOS AN (CTemd) SHema e~
AR RAERPSY DL I TMOy FATATE SF LY

LRSS oot (v L LS\ oSl o TR ARME DO S T )

great meal. [A few schools include these phrases] I caught a kuzu R ] ﬁ%)
fish (sweetfish). I will offer it to His Majesty. JI| D PN 5
& g & ;
Uba Having received such a tremendous honor, Uba’s heart is pound- __@: 7;‘ e B
ing in her chest. Washing the freshly picked cicely, although I 3: 7%) P)\ § S
am old, / Though I am old, this cicely grown by a stream in the ) b i r g“ v
mountain, 1z by L D) 5
S T X P
Uba /o = 2 ¥ % o Kl o
joy fills my heart with feelings of youth. The young cicely is = % ;‘: L B -
prepared and offered in a meal. g: *’é F g N
Uba Ever since then, Yoshino River is called Natsumi (“Picking Cicely”) fi: g %: < ljk) -
River. ® W ° 7 > =
0> ) @6 5 g
) . . . s \ _ & 2
Jo The old man makes a fire by burning deep red maple leaves in the 3 T o L
woods / picks up the fresh, vibrant sweetfish he caught today and i} I i % 3) Vo
makes a fire by burning deep red maple leaves in the woods. fa %E H VSR A
Iz = z WV
i .
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Jo / Uba 3 AN0)) n D
. . = - —
Roasting the sweetfish caught at the Kuzu River, / Roasting the @ P)\ 5 }% % % 1% Iz H I:lj;\ % g
sweetfish, overjoyed to have met with the good fortune of His g f b % gég % . % ; i b c; i
Majesty’s blessing, ) * L) B 5 = P D T = o
o 2H 35 . 4 a &
w9 fil R g0 X it 7 :
Jo just like Uba, I prepare a meal EE" % % = w oz W £ >
N Z [F] o e
wg B 22 2, oo L
Jo / Jo and Uba / Uba A Y Ic % OE) (E 6;\ H% < I;E
and offer it to him. % g) 4 g 5 5 ?{_)\ ﬂ;’%
b oo B R 7 % &
s - A [0} - Z
Reciters  The legend of “Kuzu in Yoshino™ started in this era. Even the JE A 5 i b r 5—) )
=2 S =
famous water-shield soup and baked sea bass** could not taste 5 7 & %EB (0:) 2 il et
better than this meal. Old man, come closer. Old man, come - b &o % % S:)
closer. & (O b\ 1% + é x 5
i—& B & fz g 2\ %o
=t 3 N
*“Kuzu in Yoshino”: The name of the area called Kuzu in Yoshino. It also means the ’jC ,E!: Hg > & = %‘
Music of Kuzu, refers to the gifts, dances, and music offered by a group of musicians from bt 3 %z s i i o
Yoshino when parties were held in the palace. j; % U B = f > P
=) T I — f': Pn
** Water-shield soup and baked sea bass: According to legend, dl‘lring the Jin D.yr.last.y in yls f@ []j S &R ;?; ¥ z ;’)}
ancient China, the bureaucrat Zhang Han, who had assumed an important position in a D 72 o = N 5 Iz
land far away from his home, reminisced about his hometown’s famous delicacies of watett- IE I %E_IZ \,T\ 2 3& 2 i%
shield soup and baked sea bass that were eaten at the beginning of autumn. He resigned his . U;E,'; , T < 2 3)
position and returned to his hometown in order to eat them. e }j § S = A N ﬁ 2
=) & -
PN = &
i i & 5 5 i s =
4. Jo Returns the Leftover Sweetfish Into the River g S 27 il 7 %l@ Z
Gl 5% B S g 2
The emperor bestows upon Jo the uneaten half of the sweetfish. When he 70 VoD S:— ” = \ )\ D, 3
releases the leftover half of the fish into the river, a miracle occurs, and the 4 % ’% ;j/? ¥ %g i
fish springs back to life. J6 says that this is a divine prophecy of auspicious 3‘; e » R J;PE ) %{
fortune, indicating that His Majesty will return to the capital city. Z I:<E T ¥ “ﬁ% 2 ﬂ%’f
3 = N N X
2 5 "
[ 7 N
& 98 % T 2\\
B D Bk ¢ T
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Follower Old Man, His Majesty bestows upon you the leftover part of his

>t
>}

meal.

<
v s

Jo No, no, listen. There was such a case as this in ancient times.

o\a¥9{+

When Empress Jing sent an army to Silla, Her Majesty fished a

OV T HF

yard-long sweetfish out of the Tamashima River in order to divine

<
1%

the outcome of the war. Just as happened in this story, if His

EN W 4 ) fife L %% T ﬁ b ’?3
£ 8 L R b 0> £ X 5 £ b 3)
Jo What a blessing. I will humbly “receive it by returning it”*** gy T oW Py A Iz 9 A & R A )
K bzé%i i z ! b;g L L % £
Follower What do you mean “receive it by returning it?” Z’ iz > D D <
! e a2 & 0 % B om v B
) N , , 5 5 JII b B % E i D % 2 ot =3
Jo “Returning it” is most appropriate for the sweetfish. 5 L Tz bH » N o e = L 5
T v fili o 7 2 x By k L T D
Uba, His Majesty has bestowed his leftover fish upon this old é 9 é %: U G 72 ;; Yy Z 1 :\‘ 2
man. What a blessing. [A few schools include this phrase] Look. B < = ;) T %} 4 2‘ igf %\ b &) D
This fish looks as if it were still alive. ,%) i‘c )g {;:H <: JJ\I i ﬁ:; ){lg ;))) © ig
5 M & fi% & L Wy - b
Uba Indeed, this fish looks like it is still alive. i 2 H /) L L 7% £ 2 VA
T3 < L ¢ 5 % e
Jo We shall release this fish into the Yoshino River. Z b z A < N L VoD Iz
2 & HoC s ° i
Uba Please don't be silly. It will not come back to life even though you i g E V)o ;’ g g\ i’
release it into the river. X B 4 ’c‘:i‘ d )
o= e} &
) iy
% b
A 2
% z
<y

BED - b Al e (0D e g —]

T S U AT
N H T e (o NFEACRICEE] OV S A e

° S
T =
Majesty will someday return to the capital city, surely this fish will Z i]>): 4
spring back to life. So saying, oz §
. L v
5 5 i S
5 L
") - >
ﬁ>%iﬁ ; g
A 0) e
ERNO NNt} i v
- %B L o T
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Story FZ:"I% i) ‘/\/ = 1 fE' Y ﬁ 5
D oo B ok =R o AT s B
he fish into the stream that is rushing and bea En Sl o WS B0 k%
Reciters when he releases t h h leases the fish into the stream []az % ° %[] /ff c: l T L % 5 |‘_':f Z)) j:T
. 3 kS, when he re S % N o ~ -
ing against the roc ‘ h h the current ook 1, ?E . - - "
. ; st the rocks, thoug = S~ \ Bz = = e
that is rushing and beating again ts an auspicious #ox Z ST e B S % - g 5 {:&
. id, look! The fish that represen b 7)) - > K 5 SN
B eXtrenc;ely mptlh emperor’s fortunes has spontaneously come < (EL_> Zba f)} Iz jg‘ F ? \f é R < il % i
omen / divines the i ly upon = i 3 = D L £
. . be pleased to rely up ) o B ) N _ 558
back to life in Yoshino! Ma}.’ His Majesty be p j’E) % F L g ;Ci ;'bé B0 =% 7’5‘ ? ? %=
this Kuzu style fortune-telling. F oo I‘gat ° I ;Z\ % i < O ik
« ; thing % Lo - ° = < E == ‘ﬁ'
***Receive by returning: the consensus is that this phrase means, “turning some % ;fi 7/5\) g 2 {{_J %)): ) : ﬁ \,t\ *% % | ?..P
Re o Z \ A 5 4
upside-down and receiving it kta % 7 = %1 71':‘. {j:‘ W 2 L/ et
PopoE o)k ° EN 5 (T
RN - T T - L g g
. 2> 1l Z s o
o0 Skillfully Expels the Pursuers Chasing After Emperor % :Ef g om T - % E)—j E b2 S 5T
5. Jo Skillfully o T B o~ Bt B ?L L / -
; of the emperor visits Jo's D oo B L7 Iz < = T < E o
seeking the whereabouts S = L T A = N Iz oy U
The group of pursuers . iestv behind (beneath) his boat and < ~ Z ’z: - 21;5 ;'é (A < I}_(l Y}[L
cottage. Thinking fast, he hides His Majesty @ 0]7: S n 4 T B o 3 2 %
s to expel the pursuers. o) ) v X -2 ~ 1) i% 5
manage e jg— A G < 33 < Vo j.
i ./ Oh, N N
11 Old Man, it looks like our pursuers have caught up with us % ifL S‘ s i'cé vl 73 &)\ ES i K
Follower : % Z 3 oA RO
. X 2 1<} 5t .
nO! Our pursuerS 2y here c% I/ N A 3 2 ag o N
5 Leave it to me. / Leave everything to Jo. % /8‘ 5 D 0 ° & ’0.3. 7]
° [ < o
. suers (two L - B
[J6 hides the emperor behind (under) his boat. ?hen’ t}—le Putr nds to know < T’ '3; 5, z Iz \% w
) and ask if he has seen Emperor Kiyomihara. J6 prete tains are ;‘% g 5] f; ? it & ?ﬁ
/) come ains /) >
y thing and says that he must be somewhere else, as the moun one of i 56* 5 % ; ?0)
nothing in this area. He expels the pursuers once. However, 5 : o2 e D
vast and deep in thi . icious. He requests that he be L 2 = Z ¥
the pursuers finds the boat and becomes suspicio tis offensive ;7: D95 % °n
€ 5 t their request is . -
allowed to investigate the boat. Jo then says t.ha ¢ is like his home and H 7&‘ % gt ' T
d unacceptable because for a fisherman, his boat i . is home searched. z K L k= D Z
a}l: fore, having his boat searched is the same as having his o@ N 'J:E P N v %
therefore, . . in the nei or ) S
E:raged Jo raises his voice and calls out to his relatives in the neig < %; cX
to attack the pursuers. Scared, the pursuers run away]
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Reciters  They take the boat away and release the emperor, they take the
boat away and safely release the emperor from behind (beneath)

E

the fishing boat. How wonderful that His Majesty’s precious
life has been saved. / They take the boat away and pull out the

Ty

S

exhausted emperor. It is miraculous that, having fallen into grave
danger, His Majesty’s life has been saved. D

E

B
-y
SR TR Sy O T

£ & ® & & 45 °
. H v F W
6. The Emperor Thanks the Old Couple Ry D SR 73
TR AkB 2 oz Wm 4 v HHEL =z
After chasing away the group of pursuers, the old couple bring the emperor »H - = % V) v L 1% ] + ~ L x

» J =

out from his hiding place behind (under) the boat. The emperor tells them KAl é’.\ Jfo\ L %)) = ;‘Zi i =
of his intention to reward them once he returns to the capital city. The old 712:0 D ﬁﬁ‘\ gﬂ b 9 ( ?; ? ;‘,j z
couple are moved to tears. Eventually, the night grows late and the surround- % EJJ) i; &, zé g: b Fg fﬁ 2
ing atmosphere changes. Then, the old couple disappears. N t g ¥ W N J75 S 5
i 2 T hooor 3 EidW 5

Uba/Jo Let me humbly report to you that the warriors chasing after you =1=1 % é &+ iil Wwox

have left. H o i & = . i o =

L iz D h U BIE] 3o R

- . . o - H < X % H o e

Jo/Uba It is safe now. Saying so, with joy, the old couple ° i % N & e Z roc

fa v A D L @ X

Uba/Jo put their strength together and Ol = F 2y ~N D

{ & % WL % it

Jo /Uba Heave, ho! % < 03& B D

& % i <z R

_ _ L - &8 h kN

Jo and Uba / Jo B> Z ¥ ﬁleli’ %

Heave, ho! L L 1 2

T 7z &5
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“The emperor is the boat. His subjects are the water. The water ‘ ) )
skillfully[;nakes the boat float” This simile describes this couple’s o\ ) /\: % }j] gy 7 0)) B L ?‘{; @ ;éﬁé { pe

loyalty very well. / Nothing exceeds this couple’s loyalty. % I 7 fE f i A B N D IE;I " 5_) It
FaxhzE 55 Ak EH L L9
i ' le / lowl z o n Z [ % [ {N E 5 E\

Follower How grateful. They look like shabby mountain peop y B oo D A 7 3 v 0) % ) £ 2‘: i

le, but v o B z N 5 2 = 2

- SRELD Tx Zn S B

Reciters  nobility of mind and skill in strategizing are not determined by Z B B r + ; ﬂé‘ - ﬁ }j] % 2 - .
birth, whether high or low. % i L\ L’) % iﬁ) - {O g%. %\ i 5 5

o W WLy B kA o oz 37

Follower Thanks to the merits accumulated in his previous lifetimes / As i 75? Ic o el N oz 5 0 ji 3 g e
the result of successfully keeping himself free from the ten sins in A : JB % % D n n n 1[%] 5 2
his previous lifetimes, His Majesty... ’%‘gﬁ Ci: ? 1;1%1 *S g E g g E?% = D {%

° q z 7

Reciters  was born as the descendant of Amaterasu Omikami in this life / as }gj fiy - f.i z):) f‘i % ? Zf}jz S: g% \/GEO zb\)
an emperor. However, it is difficult for such a nobleman to abide ;l%]% ;\?}fl = o) {ﬁf r < ) 2 L >

in this muddled world. i 5 D b - C{. y P b v 4

> oxox S % 2 3 2
Follower Therefore, although His Majesty is supposed to foster his people ‘(\ ¢ ka SEE 72; (7/7)( T 23 E % l/>)
as a ruler, things got twisted around and he ended up being saved - Va0 )%Z? _f{ i_ '[f; 2 Iéi E 7’; il g§
by his people. % ci ﬁ’ > L Vo Hii v > ZL% :\
— L o 5;& A T b B ﬁ%‘ ' )

Reciters  Attaining merits / Avoiding the ten sins in previous lifetimes L a5 X_ 5 % O) T - L ?
means nothing now. Attaining merits / Avoiding the ten sins in SN L Sl 2 ;)C F —%I" e :
previous lifetimes means nothing now. I am pathetic, like a boat %: %)\ < % &i 2 ﬂil, '0:') B A
without an oar. However, I have made up my mind. I will reclaim 70 il »H ‘ﬁ; ) ;; 2 Z) E:,j\
the throne and return to the capital city. Although this is not the w B %)O é’/ \-S 2 i 753 ;%]
capital city, it is still within Japan. As soon as Japan is governed i H L /*- N » 3 H

correctly again, I will reward you for saving my life. Having such h /N » F ] o i z

words bestowed upon them by the emperor, the old couple is z L\ o1 > L o &
extremely grateful and their tears flow freely. 3:) o " %)J é 7{5: j::L VZ:
5 M I Z z >
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(The old couple leaves the stage)

... sy %0 ¢ & woC
7 Z
. . . ° 5 En w y3
The night gradually grows late. It is completely quiet and very % e iz L A e i
eerie. The old man says that he wants to make every effort to L 0 b7} N D T D H D
ease the anxiety that the emperor has felt in recent days. They are Q 25 *x 2 m % M
in Yoshino, which is renowned for the beauty of the moon and f'é. -g:g i % & 3 D
=
falling snow. Flowers bloom exquisitely and birds flies elegantly ;“’2 2 X B HE
here. If we play music in such a place as this, the winds blowing 7~ é])z i% i % %_E)l]
over the pine trees will harmonize with the music. Well, the dance H H Dy
performed by a celestial maiden at that time became the origin of I g xE %
the dance of Gosechi. EEF; ~ gy %
2 2
1

[Interlude]

M-I

7. Gods Visit the Emperor

AT

IRRY = (NS S ¥

A celestial maiden appears. She performs the dance of a celestial maiden.
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Some gods come to pay their respects to the emperor. Appearing before

&
him are the god Katte and the god Komori (these gods do not appear on the D) » 3
stage) as well as the god Zad-gongen****. Zad-gongen shows how he saved P

the emperor by hiding him in the Yoshino Mountains, reports that Emperor
Tenmu'’s reign over this world will be blessed, and manifests his august aura.
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***The god Zad-gongen: the main deity worshiped in Kimpusen Temple in the Yoshino Tf _i.j:
Mountains. This god, unique to Japan, is the protective deity of Shugendo, a form of = HE
mountain asceticism. % NT% 60

> Iz ¢

T ,% = [§]
[Tennyo-no-mai (Dance of the Celestial Maiden)] 7% Bi‘ % = 1,;

7. —
A dance is performed by the celestial maiden (tsure) who enters the stage to ) N 3 12
the music of sagariha (which is usually performed when shite or tsure enters L B i H L
the stage). Although the Dance of the Celestial Maiden (Tennyo-no-mai) is Z o X F T

O) ~

typically accompanied by the performance of a Japanese flute playing the
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score of Chii-no-mai, in Kuzu, it plays the score of sagariha. This dance is
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Mountains.

Qlél-b
J

Reciters The god Zad-gongen now manifests his divine figure.
Immediately, he manifests his divine figure. With his finger

i B # B H B H# 7 1
. : : )2
n
] ] ] ) /D
therefore unique to Kuzu. A Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and i i
a drum accompany the dance. It is also called Sagariha-no-mai. 5 ’{:E Hhy i i z 9 . %
W ] % Jisk % L %
A few schools perform this dance with gaku music (which imitates imperial ? B 7% B E-; :CP CC\ }‘ﬂl‘ j?t
court music). ~ Z = Jek, .
z I T )
Reciters A maiden, a celestial maiden who is holding a Chinese jewel in 6\ ? 3;‘ éf C% E 3 7 %
her hand, is enticed to dance by the music of a harp. Then, as the b 7{“ kS lej L 28 ?EE o -
music plays, other gods arrive. The god Katte, one of the eight D S A S =z i | _g" =
deities in Yoshino; the god Komori, who hides himself in this B D % Jht
z < g oz
mountain; and the god Zao-gongen show themselves. D N a H
ES i oS D
_ T Ve < LA P
Zao-gongen N Iz D 7= it v
It was me, Zao-gongen, who hid the emperor in the Yoshino N ﬁ 3 Dz 7
z > g %
@ <
fit 2, (i
E% ~
Iz
S

pointing to the heavens,

<
1%

Zad-gongen

he reveals the Realm of the Innermost Treasury (Logic),

SONSH A Ip RO} TTEERE S A (B CEREE) WX A VRO

Reciters  and with his finger pointing to the earth,

Zad-gongen
he reveals the Realm of the Diamond (Wisdom). Standing on a
gemstone

Heb TERH A O BT I R My el A CHAYNY L DSEFHES A

Reciters  and raising one foot, this god flies to the north, south, east, and

[

west. He flies through the air to every corner of the world. As he
thinks that the emperor should not be disregarded in any place
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Kuzu Story

in this world that is covered by the sky, even at the ends of earth,
he deploys his tremendous divine powers to repair this land and
make it a place ready to be well reigned over by the emperor.
The reign of Emperor Tenmu now comes, and the god’s precious
blessings are showered over the land. Indeed, so wondrous is he
the power of / the miracle performed by this god.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-com
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Kuzu

Synopsis

Having been attacked by a member of his extended
family (Prince Otomo), a nobleman (Emperor Kiyomihara)
(Emperor Tenmu), together with some of his loyal
followers, has escaped to the mountainous area in
Yoshino, where he is resting in a cottage by a river. Then,
the homeowners, an old couple, return to the house by
boat. Observing a miraculous omen above their shabby
cottage, the couple wonders if some noble person might be
in their house.

When they enter their cottage, just as they supposed,
the emperor is resting there. After listening to his story
of what happened to him, the couple offers him their
home as a hiding place. One of the loyal followers who is
accompanying His Majesty asks the couple to offer a meal
to the emperor. As requested, they prepare freshly picked
cicely and cook a kuzu fish (sweetfish) for His Majesty.
The emperor eats only one side of the fish, giving the rest
to the old man. Since the fish looks as if it is still alive, the
old man releases the leftover fish into the river. Then the
fish comes back to life. The old man interprets this as an
auspicious sign portending that His Majesty will return to
the capital city and gives the emperor encouragement.

Now the emperor’s pursuers come to the house. The
old man, thinking fast, hides the emperor behind his
fishing boat, which is flipped over. When the emperor’s
pursuers question the old man, he pretends to know
nothing and brushes off their questions. However, the
pursuers become suspicious about the boat and insist
upon investigating it. The old man acts as if he were
furious. He refuses their request and calls out to his
relatives who live in the neighborhood. Intimidated by
his spirited defense, the pursuers run away. Saved by the
couple, the emperor bestows words of appreciation on
them that move them to tears.

When the night grows late, the old couple disappears
and in their place, a celestial maiden appears. When she
dances, the god Zao-gongen, enticed by the music of
dance, makes his appearance. He manifests his brilliant
dignity in celebration of the coming reign of the emperor.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Schools
Category

Highlight Author
Subject

This story is based on an ancient incident that occurred

during the Jinshin Rebellion (672 CE). The title of this

piece, Kuzu (E#), is the name of the aboriginal tribe of the Season

Yoshino region, as well as the name of the region where this Scenes

tribe lived. (Kuzu is also written as E# or E 2 in Chinese Tsukurimono

characters).

Among a number of dynamic scenes and highlights Characters

in this drama, we would like to introduce a few that are

especially outstanding and impressive. First, there is a scene

in which the emperor eats one side of a roasted sweetfish.

When the old man releases the uneaten half of the fish

into the river, the fish comes back to life. The old man

gives everyone encouragement by saying that it is a good

omen. This scene, known as “Ayu-no-dan (The Scene of

Sweetfish),”is one of the most remarkable Noh scenes to

see and to hear performed. There is also the scene in which Masks

the old man quickly hides the emperor behind his boat and
chases off his pursuers. The old man’s spirit stands out in
this tense atmosphere, becoming the climax of the first half
of the drama. In this scene, a kokata (child player) performs
an important role by hiding in a dark boat, appealing to

the audience with his earnest performance. One of the
highlights in the second half of the drama is the scene tsure
performs an elegant Tennyo-no-mai (dance of celestial
maiden). This dance is known as unique to Kuzu. Another
highlight is the powerful, dashing dance performed by shite,
the god Zao-gongen, at the play’s conclusion. These scenes
make this play profoundly vivid and attractive.

Every scene of this play is infused with the atmosphere
of the simple, rustic scenery of olden times, recreating it
before our very eyes so that we can thoroughly enjoy being

immersed in that ancient world.
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All five

Fifth-group Noh

Unknown (Zeami, according to legend)

Genpei Josui-ki (The Chronicle of the Rise and Fall of the Genji and Heike
Clans) (Volume 14), Ujishti Monogatari (Gleanings from the Tales of Minis-
ter Uji)

Spring (March in the lunar calendar)

By Yoshino River in Yamato Province

Boat

Mae-shite Jo (Old Man)

Nochi-shite ~ Zad-gongen Deity

Mae-tsure Uba (Old Woman)

Nochi-tsure  Celestial Maiden

Kokata Nobleman (Emperor Kiyomihara) (Emperor Tenmu)
Waki Accompanying Loyal Follower
Waki-tsure Palanquin Carriers (Two)

Ai Pursuer A

Ai Pursuer B

Mae-shite Asakurajo, Sankojo, Waraijo
Nochi-shite  Otobide

Mae-tsure Uba

Nochi-tsure ~ Ko-omote
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