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1. A Man (A Monk) Finds a Boy and Goes to Sagano T 2 T K F M W I 7 5 = 5
"wb FwTcH A-> Yoz Bo<
A man (a monk) finds a boy who became separated from his parents. He | = % i’i A j; = 7%; :,( ] % % %
takes the boy with him to Sagano to participate in the Great Nembutsu E l‘: f{:’ 1 % / Ty bi éjg S| D g g
Festival. The man (the monk) talks to a local resident and asks him to show D 2 2 W3 g N % Ly % U %\ % §
them something amusing. AN Lt B 2 9 13 o b o & z
EFo T BMBS FH 2F n T
Man (Monk) ‘ N> SR G - \ﬂ\ 5 z \%‘-" < g,
In my childhood, I had fun playing on stilts with my friends, but ,\ O) \ i A v @ \< % e I
now I pursue the Buddha-way. In my childhood, I had fun playing 73; < % %% ;&E % %. 0;\. 1/\/732 A ﬁ%L g
on stilts with my friends, but now I pursue the Buddha-way and 5 B » T 6\ < ° o J): Mg ~
seek true friends in the Dharma. 3k 5 = U 9|z T 2 534 7
kB L °H Coo %E iy <
I am a man from Yoshino in the province of Yamato. This boy by é\) % ji % bi % ?_ % ?; ti: ;)Q
my side I found near Saidaiji Temple in Nara. / I am a monk living 3 2: 111 ‘; v E o N
in Kyoto. I do not know where this boy beside me comes from, bz} A WV I 3 )5 1A iA
but since he wants to rely upon me, I have decided to take care of » r b T 95 W % % S D
him. He is an intelligent boy, capable of quickly comprehending 5 1z » = Z %5 \» Koz fi&
the teachings of the Buddha. / I am a man living in Kyoto. I do not A 5 & B8 A NN L
know where this boy beside me comes from, but since he wants v )\ < &' v VC\ Vi} bji ‘]5 b\ gj;:
to rely upon me, I have decided to take care of him. /I am a monk A }i’ K _§_ B 0i\ 2z 70 oy %
living in Kyoto. I do not even know where this boy beside me 2L Kr i r R ;S )
comes from, but I have just found him. 7 - D S 2D e El
SR S . | BE gl
T /933 7 5 K 2
IR 2 H B O F T %
N R %) =
HORfE LA % K #
I 2 T b K %
E#H & 2 b T = S
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At this time of year, the Great Nembutsu Festival* is held in F H A D #H yal EECE i G %—’Z
Sagano. I am going to participate in the event with this little boy. / B 2 S fEIK D X VA N D . L 3
with this boy. L& & A & L] o) ] Fq [H — r
R S R (S My oW B S
* the Great Nembutsu Festival: A Buddhist ceremony of chanting an invocation of the ﬁ ;% Iz HX E: N E[l] D D E Iz ol
Buddha (nembutsu) at Seiry6ji Temple in Sagano during the third month of the lunar S HLEI L %) E}@ = —F D % % \Z N /ﬁ\
calendar (the modern-day month of April). Fﬂ 2 :&: ° [V "IN 35 %" 3 =3 B
Al T % > = I =~
- vk 4o A T
[Man (Monk) Talks to a Man Residing around the Temple] % 2 57:4; n = ‘{’Z‘; E A A D E 553
0 58 — R | Ik
Z & = R
The man (the monk) calls out to a man living near the temple (ai) and iz 5 i [ g 7; 753 g ‘%: E?
requests that he do something amusing to entertain the boy. The local man 2 A 2’ o) Y Z l]/\:T; < L jfé
tells the man (the monk) that a madwoman called Hyakuman leads the ° oz L \z c ES 9 < g )5 N
PIMAY
chanting and she is entertaining. He suggests that the man (the monk) poorly Eﬂ % H S/: 25 h 3] i
chant nembutsu in order to draw out Hyakuman. Eg X %37 3 ? < g _§‘ %
D) by » JISAN 1
il i E P
oL 5 =R = B
2. Hyakuman Appears and Leads the Chanting of the Nembutsu Invocation ng %) L ) s E )
o 4 ° bl
Hyakuman appears, having been drawn out by the nembutsu chanted by the gﬁ Eﬂ e} :9) =3 El
man residing near the temple. She reproaches him, saying that his chanting L HU H’% %) %{ D
of nembutsu is not good and voluntarily starts to lead the chanting. 7~ P % Ic <
|_b % % ') Eﬁ -
7D Dz f =
[Hyakuman reproaches t he man living around the temple for his chanting of é 2 Hy {f ~ D
nembutsu) i /I g VoS %b
% I )
S
While the man living around the temple is chanting the nembutsu invoca- # % b&_) H {E\
tion, Hyakuman appears. B 72 w1 l:{: i
She hits the man with the twig of bamboo grass in her hand, and the local Kl v %I\ D n
man recedes, saying that he has been stung by a bee. %o L L # T
% T A /
] [El:s z
% D
H z X A
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Hyakuman Story

Hyakuman
Oh no, your chanting of nembutsu is off beat / out of tune. I will
lead the chanting. / How can you chant nembutsu so wrongly? /
How can you chant nembutsu so wrongly? I will lead the chant-
ing.

[The man living around the temple leaves]

The man living around the temple asks Hyakuman to lead a pleasing chant-
ing of the nembutsu invocation because he is not good at it. He then leaves.

Hyakuman
Namu Amida Buddha.

Group Reciters
Namu Amida Buddha.

Hyakuman
Namu Amida Buddha.

Reciters  Namu Amida Buddha.

Hyakuman
The people who put their faith in Amida Buddha

Reciters  are like the moon in a rainy night. / The people who put their faith
in Amida Buddha are like the moon in a rainy night. Although
they are covered by the clouds, they surely arrive in the Western
Pure Land of Amida Buddha.

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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B

Hyakuman yal
O, Amida Buddha, Namu Amida Buddha. ° 7] A HiEH Faf
T 4 N

Reciters  There is no one who does not have faith in Amida Buddha. There
is no one who does not have faith in Amida Buddha.

BRSNS 58
i

g

P
=
P
Fi

Hyakuman

I am the madwoman of spring,

N BEETA v AN
=

Reciters  Thinking about my son, my mind runs wild. I cherish him so, my

OF TE 0= (VNN T ¢ Y O~

love for him like the grasses of spring

DI A SO O
i

D Ve T e S (Ve e AL S S
5O [ IEBEFC
<
=

{4 o bl

Hyakuman 'IN n )

that are heaped upon seven carts pulled by strong men, and yet Iz o N et

L L

Reciters seven carts are not even enough to haul away the grass. % fﬁ
=4

Hyakuman ) &u ﬁ

No matter how heavy they are, haul them away. Heave, ho! Heave, =t e U

ho! & 7 7%

N B

Reciters  We will use all of our strength and make every effort, placing
our faith in Amida Buddha, placing our faith in Amida Buddha,
placing our faith in Amida Buddha. Namu Amida Buddha.

RHTES

3. Hyakuman Thinks of Her Son and Goes Mad

While recounting the story of how she became separated from her son,
Hyakuman goes mad and prays that the Buddha will reunite her with her son.

SENTUNAAETEACEHNAR [ CBRRY oA s S Eu e Tom

oSG CHETHE S CHETEIS U S e CHATTE
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Hyakuman Story

Reciters  Although the bond between parent and child only lasts for one
lifetime, I do not turn away from the path of affectionate attach-
ment to my son. I do not turn away from the path of affectionate
attachment to my son and therefore, I am surrounded by the
darkness of delusions.

Hyakuman

Like a hazy moon under thin clouds,

Reciters  for someone who is barely living in this world, “A child is an
everlasting responsibility to a parent,” to quote the proverb. Like
a cart pulled by an ox, how far I will be pulled by this delusion?

Well, it’s all for my son. Pull me! Pull me!

Hyakuman
Pull the cart onward! Pull the cart onward!

Reciters  Look at her. How entertaining she is!

Hyakuman
Indeed, Hyakuman’s

Reciters long, dark hair is

Hyakuman
tangled like a thorny shrub**.

Reciters  She wears a ragged eboshi hat, and

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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Hyakuman
her eyebrows are painted, so dark and messy, i)% /D e % § por IE # ) 3% F IE]
5% T o & & O w4 #
Reciters  that she does not look like sane. 72 il i ] b T D % B D =
O A ﬁ% A A % W W {d@( &
72 7 7 i S S U + % i %
Hyakuman iy N - =~
’ m . ko B/ 0H W o2 oz 2 b
To speak of what causes me such anguish, it is that my boy is not ° 3 D 1z Iz h - I 13 L
[ [ Z Zps
with me. / My boy does not inquire after me. N X 2> T D N L H VoD
S5 5o # a0tz i
Reciters ~ While merely seeking the whereabouts of my cold-hearted child, 53] - 'C\ L % b S n
Bl H P D R R <
T Iz 2 9 A B
Hyakuman @il % ¥ !
gl il ¥ D H
the grief of my weakening bond with my child has beaten me 7 L % n D N
down. This linen robe... e a8 O b N
{A N L\ A} i‘{;\
Reciters ..tied together at the shoulders and dangling, A F
i n
4t > 28
Hyakuman i;‘ﬁ i3 —
. . . . Y
I then tied up by its hem and slung it over me upside down, AN D i
iz 1~ Iz
{2 i
Reciters  so that it looks like I am wearing the scraps of a straw mat LIN D 7
= 8
Hyakuman Eu o
ILy
or a sedge mat, so crude and shabby is my appearance. % /
b 3
Reciters  Although my mind is just as unkempt and disturbed, I have faith 7z ?
and give praise: namu Shakyamuni Buddha, namu Amida Buddha! KR 13
I do so in order to be reunited with my son. g =
\ 1
2 %
Iz ¢
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** thorny shrub: a messy tangle, like the way that thorny plants, such as brambles, grow in
a wild thicket.

B ¥ g + £ ®
Hyakuman L:; %
Praise be to Shakyamuni Buddha! Please do something to reunite z fi ;;5 ° ~ it A5
me with my son. And then, please purge me of this insanity and e =24 2 P il ik
protect me so that I may lead a peaceful life. [A few schools ¢ S L % @ %)
include these phrases] I L L - :*R
& z A S|
Y, v
2> Z

SF IV G

<
1%

K2

<
NT L ACASRSoE

<
{HEOEH O CHITIAR AR oVt
T kv

4. Man (Monk) Questions Hyakuman

NJHMNcwNTcaIm , (o) 4

The boy realizes that Hyakuman is his mother. He asks the man (the monk)

TWRE O [
N
ook 9

to approach Hyakuman and ask her, indirectly, about her son in order to

e P~ OSSO @ (4 {EE T 4

<
T
U~ A G T RTINS BT oy EoR

confirm her identity. The man (the monk) asks Hyakuman where she is from

i
o v

and the reason that she went mad. Hyakuman answers his questions and says

JUITES SNHENGHTHF [ SEEACIN I oM -

that she even shows herself as a madwoman in public in order to be reunited T T
with her lost son. She then performs a dance. P B
S i
. . . { e
Boy There is something I would like to ask you to do. > Iz
[ s d%
S U]
Man (Monk) VX —
What is it? °
Boy I looked very carefully at the madwoman and I know that she is

THSISOEAYOE (I8) ¥ COE T o ol EE g ZERVEL 5 v O

SOFTRANCIANAS T () EFXcmH  ALArAEOPIT M [, FHNOH

my mother, from my hometown. Would you please ask her some

%t

questions without letting her know that I am her son?

N

SHEACA &

Man (Monk)
What you say is incredible! I will ask her right away. It is surpris-

8

ing, but I will ask her right away. / Many people look alike, but I
will ask her. / It is surprising, but I will ask her.

LA SR g CHEE A BT e e

ONTACHURNTEALTFB IO OTHFATIX>AINFIEARN MNEFASAATAD
Ly e

BT A IR e
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Hyakuman

Everyone, I will ?erform a dance about the‘ Buddha’s teaching. e 0B X L5k }): N £ b < —;—\
Please clap and sing along. [A few schools include these phrases] = T 2k o VC\ 7":0 Iz 9 1Z 56\ = ?{_)\ ¢
I o b &L iz L = Aok
Man (Monk) D . ® S Z 3 S R Zz . 7 =
Hello, madwoman over there. What is your home town? Where VN = % z D = 7D g {5 nh
? ° % 9 = D 7= Al D B D R T T
are you from? $ Iz ¥ T % b ‘E % 3’; % ‘;} 2y
i | T B AR - ) ES
Hyakuman P & H H U . I iy il J:\ % L L
My name is Hyakuman, from the city of Nara. / I am from the city > X H b ﬁ /L;\\ - iE & i ;11 X
of Nara. < 5 ar Ci\ N z b: E N V)o 3)0
ELEY w HE2 5 & o 3 /

A ‘( 'ﬂ_ A{) =3 JON iy 0)
Man (Monk) 1;2 w A L N 2 g e D L
How is it that you became a madwoman? E 2 r B D ¢ < o 94 < 7
o ° & T R L 3 X ) A

;o ., D g
Hyakuman A S % 7 ,EE[;J\ ‘3; D F V) L 3 N
My husband died, leaving me a widow, and I became separated 6} &b 7 ¥ > ES by L %
) S D L 7= 7 TS T W
from my only child, the only memento I had of my husband. I 7= ?‘AA\ o o 2 i D o D ¢ 3
went on living, but separated from my son, and this drove me El 03 z 7 ° e 7= Ve VD 7 D
mad. % ? -z X ° i k\ X =
O & 7z B . N A
Man (Monk) g ?\ D g ¥ éé 0:) J:O i)f
Well, if your son were here right now, would you be happy? ) % %‘ Fﬁ%ﬁ ) 7 — =
EE S n wmo w f
Hyakuman b Z T T D ° i <

> &

That goes without saying. / Why ask me such an obvious ques- ¥ 7?) 9 9 n %‘ - o3
tion? / There is no need to ask such an obvious question. My < 3 L 195 Iz :C H ES
mind is deranged because my son is missing. I show my face in fi“ A1 ; 7% S“ 2. L
public, with my hair in a crazy tangle, because I think I might be g n ? é :C) Vo ;I):
able to see my son. Riding about on a cart, chanting the nembutsu RN S T L F o
invocation, I single-mindedly pray that the Buddha will reunite E Ww oL C]): * ‘3; ya
me with my son. #ft & T 9 2 ES
5 B b & 3 b
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to be together with her son—into these fluttering sleeves with
a pattern of parrots, Hyakuman will perform a dance, so please

") o =
- =
Man (Monk) D
How pitiful she is. / Listening to her story, I feel sorry to her. If i B ] A & L F TV
you truly have selflessly belief in the Buddha, surely you will be {/E . H [=] il B 1 K 2 o
able to find your son, as there are so many people gathering here. ;‘Igﬁ + S 3 1 i B4 h < Z
ﬁ'% 2 b e oc U 7 E fd <
Hyakuman 7N ;_QI % g % & g g 2‘ Jt\ bj
Thank you for your kind words. All the same, I must throw myself ?ﬁ g 23 < % l’j > b 7 < j’;
into a performance of a dance about the Buddha’s teaching. W D Y el l; i A A W L
Everyone, please sing and clap along. / Thank you for your kind z_\‘ i?% 7> A |5 L O) ° 9 [
words. I need only have faith in the Buddha enshrined in this E%Z g % L < N < " J:O -
temple. / How pleased I am with what you have said, honorable 7% 322) ‘%: *GE% g Bl 7?; ) }:
monk. I need only have faith in the Buddha enshrined in this = = Iz % W -+ S i\ %
temple. I have been told that Shakyamuni Buddha spoke of n N 3K ° E: Wi S/
Rahula as his eldest son, E)O e Zz = L F
%9 \ Z >
Reciters  and putting my wish to be reunited with my son—a mother’s wish % l(: {\\ 2
2 :
J:O

TR A IOTEGE T LN A BB D (5T S ol T O
SFOERIBOREACTERE AT ITTA  Fels T 5 9 RS

NP F TR  CHEEEBRS ((ANFICHFY B (TS N

%
D
AN
5
#
Z
1
1
R
A
b
watch. v v 2 % Iz
2 s ¥ 2
Hyakuman - I 2 U:
I will dance, twirling these sleeves hundreds and thousands of b L <
times, ; 2 lg bj
| o o 3 D b
Reciters  praying to find my son’s whereabouts. e % 7 L
D 5 B VR
Ui N ) ‘5\ -
[Iroe] [Some schools do not perform this dance] D L }Z\
A short dance performance accompanied by the music of a Japanese flute, filt ® i 7%6
and large and small hand drums. ?;"—; W A
T - 7
L 7 &
< Z b A
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b
N B
5. Hyakuman Tells Her Story to the Public and Dances N Q yal
o S T
Hyakuman narrates the details of her story as well as the origin of Seiryoji gg <‘ ?}/ ?i)‘ 5;:& % + g i[:f 1)) 5
Temple. She also describes her love for her missing son, enters a deranged ES VA E? e 9 & j; 7 I :gs o D
state, and dances. lg /%/ é g 7’5) % e l%; % ’b'? j): JE:
Hyakuman s Lot % T2 I% % % 7;.)‘: ;é? A
Y % ¥ > L Es Z B ”
When I really think about it, wherever I live becomes my home, g - H < % [ }/ﬁ) ’ < o L I
o s S TN B TN R R
Reciters and if I do not live in a place, it is not my hometown. How much K 5 < - /L o o 0 IS Z
longer must I live in this temporary world? ;: lll) L3 f‘)i 7% SC 1; 2 bi\ 3 D\ *
R 5 > < w ooy w2
Hyakuman 1z Loz 5 o5 I o z N -
A poem says, “The cows and sheep follow a steep path to go N 7 3 ° 3 D\ Z T =5 g
home, and the birds flock together, deep in the branches of a tree. > T Fﬁ 37_3_ /% D 35 D 2

(Poem by Du Fu)” T # % b 1Z i I {jﬂ

LD 5% o2 3 x

Reciters  Truly, this world is ephemeral, with no place upon which to rely. E3 fd? R4 <\ Ori:)l 1z G g

What will happen to me, who aimlessly wanders like a cloud or ; ililk = {77% N &)\ 5

running water? In my hometown, Nara, where dewdrops form on S 7 [ P ¢ ) 54 N

the leaves of oak trees, 5’% ‘,0) 7K Iz ? ? ‘?;

3 IS fk) TS i3 X

Hyakuman i N e 3 g W S 5

I spent many painful months and years. N i 7= ) VoD Iz

© DX % ¥ K £9

Reciters My husband, who promised to live with me in this life and the JZ & %S m '? S 3

next, could not keep his vow and died too soon. The death will 7 R H fE b Eh

separate us for a long time. ?L E: %% % %) D\ ;;

=

N N = > i

Hyakuman % T‘é g é LU;

We cuddled together, sharing the same pillow, e ° = ) %

¥ - % 7 )

ZAS D N e
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* 3 S
Reciters  but unfortunately, ours was a fragile, tragic union.
L ORI - 7 1t GRS AN S B s =
Reciters  Although I harbor bitterness for such a man who died and cruelly D e 20 B B H (I I " S Sy s DA s
left his wife behind, because I still love him, the tears I shed after E > Z A IIE-E.; A4 Eﬂl (ﬁ D < TN 5 %r: 5 ES) -
his death have never dried up as I have passed year after year in =T D ?{ e > IJ‘J k)\ E‘? 5t “éi ’ % &% < ?{)\
mourning. In this way, the days and months flew by, and I lost bH %ﬁg E;? 52 go)) ;E iz [CI)% % 71:7_{: % ()% Ei 5::, g)% - 2
my young son at Saidaiji Temple and do not know where he went s i = S ; < Wk A1z T 2 W»oAE b 2>
or his current whereabouts. With these extraordinary sorrows Es D F rox O W & S Wl % & 1% S 7
piling up, one after another, I finally left the city of Nara. I looked ~ f}i’ T F R DO N 1L ﬂ/l: 9 %/ Ik o ” oz A 3]
back to see Mount Mikasa, crossed over the Saho River, and r il < b Z » W Jé Li\ ER 7 Ik ¥ Cé % =
entered Yamashiro Province. At the village of Ide, the surface of = 5 %\ é ji 1S 0:.\ 0 3 't‘ z 7 b D‘\
the “beautiful water” of Tamamizu reflected my image back to %% *é ﬁi % ff }giui ?_‘ 0 § )D\ A ?é j{) ,l% g
me. But despite its pretty name, it only showed my sordid self. ’E NI W < 1 2 D L ~ D - ’%- i -
Spending days like this, I walked around aimlessly, going wherever % j‘ O S EBE I KR i v F @) T 3 A 7z
my feet took me, and ended up visiting a temple that I heard is b\ f: J): a1 i 5 " FF 02 A T CZC._ L ‘/’g J:O
located in Sagano in the western area of Kyoto. Looking at the % Hf ;) X X L & ”! G) D =S ¥ 1T
scenery around the temple, I see that n N \f“: 03 h o oW I 3’% H é v )\ < <
pe X T L AR L 2N BN % Y
Hyakuman 7o W 2 ]\ 71?3 47» %3 % E? > - C]:‘ é 7> A
) ¢ L % fﬁ 72 Z’?i Iz ZDO Iz 9 K ) - D <
Kameyama is full of cherry blossoms y < D % O W » L I % ~N D
LS A R 3 C b B g M
Reciters and the fallen cherry petals have made the Oi River looks like a D 5 lf\) i R G L' & H 717) Do % _é
stream of clouds. It is a rule in this transient world that the cherry F — W5 &2 D W0 % A 7 H ﬁ%
blossoms in the mountains will fall once their prime has passed Iz /4_’\ A »ﬁ < 7% v \% z Z O 12 5
- L o # b Xk 5 G VS S s T A
and will be scattered by the stormy winds from Arashiyama EE': ? < 2w T B bh ¥ < N A A
(“Mount Storm”) here in Sagano. As the evening fog settles over ) CH ¥ T MY T F Ljf: :f T H -
the villages of Matsunoo and Ogura, people in colorful dress, 7 i- 221 E/% T s B & Iz 2 Fte Vil 1% &
nobles and commoners alike, keep coming to offer prayers at this = %4 Al D fi %)‘ I N _\LG S N =
temple in Sagano. This temple is such a sacred place that I truly n P % O)\ %’ EC) %: bi %% g / gj % ?"[L] n ‘7’1
feel grateful. It is with trepidation that such a lowly person as me < ;% n A FE s 0 K L T & i 7 ;C) 75
mentions this, but for we lost beings who were born during this ’E‘ E B T EHHE DY T Y4 \b}i ) 5 L
time when the Buddha’s teaching has lost its influence—that is, - £ o B T 1 % S dH OHI lb— ° 7 Vob)
after the death of Shakyamuni Buddha and before the appearance TR = S R | H T WX AN — %D

of Maitreya Bodhisattva—the statue of Shakyamuni Buddha that

BESGR— & )L A thagg.cnm -11- http://Wwww.the-noh.com



Hyakuman Story

Visvakarman carved out of red Chinaberry wood that immedi-
ately manifested its mystic powers and thereby traveled across
the three countries of India, China, and Japan and thankfully,
appeared in this temple.

Hyakuman
Speaking of the preaching of the Dharma during the ango™**
ceremony,

Reciters it was first done by Shakyamuni in order to transfer merits
to his mother, Maya. Even the Buddha loved and missed his
mother. How is it possible for a human being, who has strong
attachments, not to love his own mother? Although I make such
accusations of my son and lament myself, I pray wholeheartedly
and flutter these sleeves, decorated with a pattern of parrots, that
express a mother’s hope to be reunited with her son. Please watch
as this Hyakuman performs a dance expressing her hope to see
her son again.

Hyakuman
Oh, my boy!

Reciters I have missed him so.

[Tachimawari / Kakeri / Iroe]

[Tachimawari] A short dance performed with a Japanese flute and large and small hand
drums.

[Kakeri] A short dance that expresses madness. Accompanied by the music of a
Japanese flute and large and small hand drums.

[Iroe] A short dance performance accompanied by the music of a Japanese flute and
large and small hand drums.

“**Ango: A Buddhist practice undertaken by a monk who retreats for three months in the
summer to devote himself to Buddhism training. It evolved from Shakyamuni’s preaching
the Dharma in the Trayastrimsa Heaven in order to transfer merits to his mother, Maya.
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Hyakuman Story

6. Hyakuman Is Reunited with Her Son and They Return to Nara

Looking at Hyakuman, the man (the monk) feels pity and reveals that the boy
he has brought with him is her son. The mother and son are joyfully reunited
and together return to Nara.

Hyakuman
There are so many people here, why is my son not one of them?
Alas, I miss my son. Please, bring my son to me.

Hyakuman (Reciters)
Namu Shakyamuni Buddha!

Reciters  Though I went mad, I continue to chant the invocation, namu
Amida Buddha, namu Shakyamuni Buddha, namu Amida
Buddha, but not from a true understanding of the Buddha-way.
Although my prayers come from a separate path, be pleased,
Buddha, to answer my prayers and reunite me with my son.

Man (Monk)
How pitiful she is.

This is the son you are looking for. Come closer and look at him.

Hyakuman
Oh, my goodness! Had you been brave and announced yourself
sooner, I need not to have disgraced myself so. / How dare you.
Had you announced yourself sooner, I need not to have disgraced
myself so. How dare you,
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Hyakuman (Reciters)
I was thinking... ~ D D X {l% Jis
& g% S 2
Reciters  but by chance, to be reunited with my son is as rare as encounter- Ja & 7> 7z
ing the moment that the flower of the udumbara tree opens = & fﬁé v
(which happens only once in three thousand years). Is this real or ;C) bi 22'
a dream? > %] 3
i yig A
° °

Thinking deeply, thinking deeply, Shakyamuni Buddha, who is
enshrined in this temple, has been like a father to all living beings.
Therefore, it must be through the power of the merits of the
blessed Buddha’s teachings that mother and son can be reunited.
My wish fulfilled, how happy I am to return to Nara. How happy I
am to return to Nara. / With my wish fulfilled, I return to the city
of Nara. I return to the city of Nara.
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Hyakuman

Synopsis

One spring, a man (in some versions, a monk) finds a
boy and brings him to a temple in Sagano, Kyoto, where
they participate in the Great Nembutsu Festival. Then,
a madwoman named Hyakuman arrives at the temple.
She insists that their way of chanting the nembutsu (an
invocation of the Buddha) is not right. In order to make an
example for them, she starts to lead the recitation. Then,
Hyakuman reveals that she has lost her mind because she
and her child became separated. Having gone mad, she prays
that the Buddha will reunite her with the her child.

The boy, who has been watching the woman for a while,
realizes that she is his mother. He asks the man caring for
him (the monk) to indirectly inquire of her about her son.
The man (the monk) asks Hyakuman where she is from and
how she lost her sanity. Hyakuman replies that she is from
Nara and that she lost her husband and became separated
from her only child. She further mentions that in public,
she intentionally acts mad in order to find her son and be
reunited with him. She then performs a variety of dances.

Seeing the heartbroken mother, the man (the monk) is
deeply moved and brings Hyakuman and the boy together.
Hyakuman is overjoyed. Mother and son express their
gratitude for the merits of the Buddha’s teachings and they
return to Nara together.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

“Hyakuman” is a masterpiece of Madwoman Noh
dramas, which describe mothers who have been separated
from their children. This popular play is frequently
performed. Zeami revised “Saga-monogurui (Mad Person
in Saga),” which was originally written by Kannami, to
create “Hyakuman.” According to legend, the lead character,
Hyakuman, (whose name serves as the title of this piece),
was a kusemai dancer (a dancing storyteller) who actually
existed in history.

The setting of this play, Seiryoji Temple in Sagano, was
built at the location where Minamoto no Toru’s mountain
villa used to be. Seikaji Temple existed there before Seiryoji
Temple. Monk Chonen, who underwent training in China
during the Song dynasty (1127-1279), intended to build the
temple in order to enshrine a copy of a statue of Shakyamuni
Buddha that, according to legend, was created in India
during the lifetime of Shakyamuni Buddha. His disciples
built Seiry6ji Temple within the precincts of Seikaji Temple
to realize their master’s wishes. During the Kamakura
era (1185-1333), Yaza Nembutsu flourished in Seiryo-ji
Temple and eventually the temple started to host the Great
Nembutsu Festival. One legend explains that Saint Engaku,
said to be the founder of Great Nembutsu (that is, Yazi
Nembutsu), was reunited with his mother by the dharmic
power of Shakyamuni Buddha. Today, the Saga Dai-
nembutsu Kyogen, which began as a way of disseminating
nembutsu invocation, is still practiced a few times a year.

The story of “Hyakuman” developed against such a
background, and although the theme of this piece is the
dramatic reunion of a mother and a son who have been
separated, it also features a number of dances performed
by a skilled dancer, Hyakuman. Therefore, it is quite
entertaining. After the scene in which Hyakuman appears
and recites the nembutsu invocation, this piece offers a
series of interesting chants and great dance performances,
continuing as [kuruma-no-dan), [sasa-no-dan], [iroe], [kuse],
and [tachimawari / kakeri / iroe].

Enjoy the chanting and dances performed in the scene in
spring Sagano, ornamented by cherry blossoms.
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Schools All five

Category The Fourth group Noh, kyéjo-mono
Author Zeami (Based upon “Saga-monogurui,’ created by Kannami)
Subject Unknown
Season Spring (March in the lunar calendar)
Scene Seiryoji Temple in Sagano, Kyoto
Characters Shite Hyakuman
Kokata Hyakuman’s son
Waki Man (or Monk) (depending on the school or setting)
Ai Someone living around the temple (Someone living

around Seirydji Temple in Sagano)

Masks Shite Shakumi or Fukai

Costumes Shite Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), maeori-eboshi
(eboshi-style headdress), choken (an unlined, long-sleeved,
elegant garment worn by dancing female characters),
kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the
innermost layer of the costume of a female character),
koshimaki / nuihaku (a short-sleeved kimono with
embroidery and with gold or silver flakes placed on the
fabric), koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and a twig of bamboo grass.
Kokata Kitsuke / nuihaku, nagabakama (hakama-style trousers
with long-stretched trains), and a fan.

Waki [in the case of a man] Tops and bottoms of sué (a
long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono with matching top
and bottom worn by male characters), kitsuke /
dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with very wide
stripes, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of
male characters of lesser standing), a small sword, and
a fan. [in the case of a monk] Sumi-béshi (a hood for
regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / dan-noshime, koshi-obi, a
fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Ai Naga-kamishimo (a long-sleeved kimono worn with a
sleeveless robe and a pair of hakama trousers with trailing
hems).

Number of scenes One
Length About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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