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* The translated scripts are those currently in use as “Jido of the Chrysanthemum” (Kiku- ° % E Dz JIL fuﬁ .
Jidd) in the Kanze school and “Jid6 of the Headrest” (Makura-Jidd) in the Komparu, Hosho, [J-l H:ll *.L\ 2,7 3 IJ-] J: N ‘Zé‘ R D g
and Kongoh school = - = & o |FErt
goh schools. v 8 1X E 2 ) B Rl (= 3 5
* The script used in the Kita school is presented separately as it is quite different from the T 75: 7 %}% L 6 jfrﬁ % 727“ X 7'1
text used in other schools. = i% D D < ”—I ;"E Ill ﬁ oo /
=
Sections highlighted in gray represent variations in phrasing according to different b A T )'C A D =t ~ fc ;C!i s
schools. ES T A % 7'% i T &D\ AN % &
* This part from Utaibon in Kanze, Konparu, Hosho, and Kongoh schools. L WwoZF |z EF' jf A < fth i%)% % <
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1. The Imperial Official Heads to Mount Rekken < < ?}ﬁ Z F N N s ~ s
A N M S| W g %hox |[HS
Dispatched by Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty, an imperial official goes to H °H 3 < M, % ETIJ %
AN 5 3
Mount Rekken/Tekken. He was ordered to investigate the headspring of a < < | T 5 IJ,-I g Ic /)I\
medicinal water that has sprung forth at the foot of the mountain. 2 ¢ T S 1 Iz % ﬁ
1 5 T JiE o = : ok
33 X ¥ VB A = ]
. . . < = ey
Imperial Official il 3 ° T ¥ e % JIL
From this mountain to the mountain beyond, from this mountain \z Iz X WG < gg D
to the mountain beyond, a road has been cleared, thanks to the H T 5 3 W 7 Wﬂ_‘
path of virtue pursued by His Imperial Majesty, who reigns the &l 11: X 0> . X <o ;‘: %
realm correctly, his blessings reaching even the remotest corner of % ; 5—) % %E 5 S:'— %
=] N 3 =2
the land. . = - =
& 5oz D i :
R0\ 507 5 = B
I am an official in the service of Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty. = 7T = 8 T
o =
Now, I have been ordered by the emperor to investigate the R 3 tH /7\ ES
headwater of a medicinal water that has sprung forth at the foot of EIT % ?::,; 1 ¥iN
Mount Rekken. I am therefore traveling on this mountain path. 7];" % Loi K :J: S:‘
S ) 2 2 &
Since I made haste, I have already arrived at Mount Rekken. z 5 % R = ~
. 2 z ’
T D i R
K D %
R il 7
L B &
T Z B <
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Makura-Jido /Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum)

Jido

Reciters

I find a hut and will survey the vicinity first and then carefully

examine the hut./I will immediately go into the mountain.

2.Jido Appears

A mysterious boy (Jido) appears in front of the imperial official.

A legend says that the man (Rosei) who slept with his head upon
the headrest of Kantan experienced a hundred years of prosperity
in his dreams. Contrary to the legend, my headrest reminds me of

the past. Its memories hinder me from even closing my eyes.

I see nothing in my dreams. How long must I wait before having
a pleasant dream? How long must I wait before having a pleasant
dream? As if I were dozing off momentarily at the root of a pine
tree quaking in a windstorm, I pass my nights in deep regret of
the offense I committed. My sleeves, wet with tears, never dry.
Although I was depending upon the emperor (Emperor Mu of
the Zhou dynasty), I ended up sleeping alone in the depths of this
mountain. Bitterness fills my mind when I remember the words,
spoken long ago, by the emperor. Bitterness fills my mind when I
remember the words, spoken long ago, by the emperor.

3. Jido Explains the Benefits of the Headrest to Official

The imperial official asks the boy his name because he suspects that the boy
is a phantom. The boy reveals that he is Jido who served Emperor Mu of the
Zhou dynasty.

Story
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Makura-Jido/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story = = H brind
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The official tells the boy that over seven hundred years have passed since the i 5% 1z b
time of the Zhou dynasty and interrogates the boy, trying to determine if he e 2 5 z B 2 % f A O Lt & 3
is a phantom. To prove that he is not a phantom, Jido shows the official the EE i f'!"j\ ;R N F A G % 7 & T ? [
headrest given to him by the Emperor Mu and together with the imperial - N B % Lji 13 iz 7 A T FHF A g E N B
official, experiences the benefits of the two verses of the sutra (the words of JT:E D Iz ES 5 A T n = & 5. L\ &
P - : : L 7
scripture) that have been inscribed upon it. Furthermore, Jido explains that E\ Z %2\ E}f ; @: f% ‘g / % ﬁ;ﬁ D £ b':') o
when he copied the verses onto a chrysanthemum leaf, the benefits of the 5 7203 i'% <“ i‘ {‘5 E f E = < %n ifih
H - — — —

sutra verses transformed the dew on the leaf into immortal elixir and that by 7 A N < i T » L I £ Ho» fili
drinking the elixir, he has been able to live for seven hundred years. He then H A D *= A~ vy W o #®2 o /fg D R %O =
dances with joy. A VCO z 2 f.ma\ ;/3-‘ 5 %k Kk A ﬁ: f& n o il
1 D <k o SV NI ] 6@@@3%

Official ~How mysterious. Although this mountain is the lair of tigers, E‘ T = {E‘[ 7; L ﬁ) JB - > l’jj 6 2 N
- ES (A Dk b d & C S T E

wolves, and foxes, a strange-looking boy has come out of the hut. B e L oL e 7 JHb o D L 28 D AN

Who on earth are you? Tell me your name./No human beings F oo N Hi & n Y = NI 3‘.;? i & B 5

would come to this mountain, the lair of tigers, wolves, and foxes. N T =z D = D H T \» [ U: }E = + &

No human being would reside in such a place. You must be a % D Z Z '))O % VS ) 313731‘ T & e L % 7> E

phantom. Tell me your name. 7 Jf“ I &' VC‘ ;: é P13 );{i: 7%;_’? 44: D o fF

I (VA3 T A 2z 11 %%gﬁ-j&

e i o i b q R 7 Y Z VR o o R
Jido t is you who has come to this mountain where no one dares e ) %{ L 4@_' )j@u 2 ")O :ﬁ; = L =
approach that must be a phantom. I am Jido, who was once in the 1Z ICAN % 1Z it 7z AR | 1z Z T- T

service of Emperor Mu of the Zhou dynasty. i) < WE 3(5 H W % R B )r% e yj\ & Ww

= LR E| Z 7] C i S o5

= L G,

Official ~ What you say is quite bizarre, I can hardly believe it. The Zhou — % A %)l‘ E 5—) j/% 3;)[& f{i) %‘_{ & {f 1‘3[" E
dynasty came.to an end ma.ny generatif)ns ago, and a great many 5 7 El B 3 B o ;g g\i r % %

rulers have reigned over this country since then. L 2z n = ~ K - I b W X

X = b 1 <z =

= < % Z U & AR oo i oH

Jido How strange, indeed that my appearance has stayed the same and N o b p Z ZAS é‘ Z B 17 el e
that I recall the day I arrived here, just as if it were yesterday or ?\ 5 Z R~ é 2 9 D D {) 5 %(

Dz T 3 < v & w ) Tz

even today, but you have clearly told me that must have happened X Do ¥ v o 55 o AN

. o b 7

a long time ago. In that case, what could have happened to 5 n ‘,Z)O L A h # rh i( X ko

Emperor Mu? Iz & - 13 TR R VAt

i ‘ ° i 11 LB

Official ~ King Wen, King Wu, the Duke of Zhou, King Cheng, and King LSS 28 Jd D M 4 Bl ¥ T 1t

You reigned during the Zhou dynasty. In the Qin dynasty, it
- Qin Shl Huang’ ZiYIng and o prince Who reigned. _
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Makura-Jido/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story g g ?% g
2
Continuing to the Han dynasty, there was Emperor Gaozu of the &£
Former Han and Emperor Guangwu ‘of the Later Han. These are ¥ R A a vz 2 F b B B HE S I
the emperors who ruled the country in the past. [A few schools X T 1z *n D X W% L L R 1% 13
include these phrases] {g@g %; 19} = =% e - k # i }_\ % B 5
Frfy oz LA zroban o > bYo #
We are now in the reign of Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty and L H fill \@% T oy . /8 B S T A 1A X .
Emperor Mu’s reign was seven hundred years ago. While it might EaE &) # A Bk R & A 7a 1%
be possible in the Highest Heaven (aka. Akanistha; the highest Ji'- z éi% ;L ?;“ 72: 7_§ ,E% ;'3_5, ;-QE Z)o i‘t ;C) I?i)j: {0%
— S -
realm among the three realms of the world of transmigration in ) *E e r woT o £ ® 13
Buddhism), no one can survive that long in the realm of human fgl:; P "8 - ° W o H ES % e 2'6
beings. You must be a phantom. So saying, the imperial official is 1&‘ 4 %) b Z)O % ZAS S D A T2
suspicious of the boy. 87 Goi = EF\' ;’_ %ﬁ B % ﬁf
EIC o o < s
HX A % N L s,
Jido Even so, I suspect that you must be a phantom, not I. I am so O\ ok = N 5 < < fir 9 H%\
, not L W 0) > 4 b voo g AR
thankful that His Imperial Majesty bestowed upon me a headrest T ) L el o 7F 2 A %
on which he inscribed two verses from a sutra (some poetic words DB b ) %; H WY = % L E
from a sutra that praise the teaching of the Buddha, the buddhas, JE pes Ay YA A7 I D <
g ) ¢ t < % 3 7o B e 3
and the bodhisattvas). Come closer and/Come close and make Iz Ek %2 — / " = boc 5 IIF:‘EI 7
I N = b} “ g
sure to/Come close to me and take a look at this headrest. )§ % EE %‘)‘ VA o ;‘) 3 75 o
54 2 T 2w v 5 x o
Official ~ How interesting. One after the other, they draw closer to the Z = ya & % Iz 9 Z + =
headrest/I will immediately go closer/All of them gather around IN e g ~ o ° 9 “" ik
A E < & < z2 n X 1
the headrest and read the verses. . = % ) L 2 : 5 i Iz
= 5 T
TE @J E) = O ii‘f = et )
\ > [
Jido The words inscribed on the headrest are indeed words taken from jf( %)J ° %L > l;"] fg:t 1/% L é% '2'
a sutra. b & 2 % \ > F Sy o
5 % ° R D
Jido and Official 2 f < fig ~ I % M
The Buddha, replete with all kinds of benefits, looks upon living n Zi_'c é is g R K ?; JE
- N
beings with eyes of compassion. The accumulated benefits and w o 5 iz 5 35 v 2
S %% © Z U A 31
blessings of the Buddha are as vast and unlimited as the ocean and f: /E\ o & w7 W ’9“5‘
therefore, you must now deeply revere and pay homage to him. B P §) ; 2 It o .
SN2 % v T X E v oA
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Makura-Jido/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story o g H*EI Oﬁ( § & j?l, Eﬁ ;fé it
7 H C L
Reciters  Because I wrote these precious, wondrous words on a chrysanthe- 7D %: Lji - Z)o ;J\
o . fill 5 E ¥

mum leaf, the dew dripping from this leaf has been transformed 5 2 L 5 K oL % % . Y Wz

into immortal elixir and I have been able to live for seven hundred 5 5') Iz i L D = DK D 03

years. Whether or not they themselves have scooped up this K k YR H i < 7](\ L Hh &% fix ¥ A
chrysanthemum water, once people drink it, they will gain a (%" A= ES it ; 173 Zb\) N E . &)\ &

thousand years of longevity. How fantastic! We shall dance. X b D U Z? ﬁ; g o5 ZK ﬁi AT
Boxng w5k g % >
Gatad Dwiz g w2 CE g T b T W
SOEE LA 7 oz v E VR B

The music of a Japanese flute, large and small hand drums, and a drum e IR ] 2 L T % P L T
accompanies with the movement. This is a dance imitating a court music and %)b 1L A7) = < A % 70 5 T B
dance and performed in a play with some connection to China or court music. X IE % e % % 1 T & %
In Makura-Jid6 (Kiku-Jido), Jid6 performs the dance. 7% {% ?2 CC\ 7::0 E ij_]“ 53 Z)O ?)3 % ;;;'é

y - 3 >

it R oC % 0 o E o b

- , # K D % i (=)
4.Jido Dances and Offers Longevity to Emperor Wen T 7 K \z /Izgg’ J
Lo X < 3 AN

Jido shows how the dew on the leaf of the chrysanthemum flows into the Jitt 7‘7% 7 D < AN Z %\\ 5 L
valley and becomes the medicinal water springing forth from Mount Rekken. L\ K 1’?‘5 fHl :C) g- % 7 ;C
Then, he partakes of the water, as sake, with the imperial official and his H gz g %’-‘; Q" o ¥ 5 7013 &)‘-
retainers. After giving longevity to His Imperial Majesty and offering a prayer iy z},[{ X % % 2 f o % -~
for the prosperity of his reign, Jido walks through a field of chrysanthemums b R/ E)) %QZ, Z MG [T D
and returns to his hermit’s hut on the mountain. % ° o 17,4% » & EP E D T
- - |73} N
S5 2 i 2 S
Jido How precious and wondrous the verses are. H 1 73 % =
L i 7‘% 0\. \3_ i‘ L\ f(:) 7J\< Cu.

(=R He) po? o (R
Reciters  Upon a chrysanthemum leaf, the benefits of the words of the i\ ENE N 1 <) K o a6
sutra, upon a chrysanthemum leaf, the benefits of the words EE L i ! % {efi ‘9: 3‘:)5 I i N
of the sutra perfectly appear. The droplets falling off of the leaf h B o o 70 N
smell wonderful. While spreading this fragrance, the droplets dg b N VobS 17 g zb g%%
running to the valley must have formed a pool. The water dripping D {(@“ ;cg Og = i 2 g‘ %@)
from this Mount Rekken becomes a stream of the water of the =1 H 7 7 9 ' iy R
chrysanthemum. This spring is, in fact, sake. I scoop up and F'O) 5 D ° _bg Iz < Vo #
offer it to the imperial official, give it to his retainers, and drink N oz NS i NI

it myself. The moon has just risen. The night is still early. Jid6 is
slowly getting drunk—tottering here, teetering there—and finally,
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Makura-Jid6/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story it

s

he approaches his headrest and respectively holds it high. He

lauds Emperor Mu, “Oh truly, how great is His Imperial Majesty’s = I i L W X
virtue” He then picks a chrysanthemum rooted on a rock, bows 2 X %) L
before it, and making a pillow of his sleeve, goes to sleep on a mat T; 4 )\ }; E
X
of chrysanthemums. % i £ =
3 n
Jido Since this is medicinal sake, 7 1%

A/
N

Reciters it is not inebriating and Jido has kept his youth and lived for seven
hundred years/over seven hundred years. This is all thanks to this

headrest. Praying for the everlasting, thousand-year prosperous

RYEE | HEHES A o g
ZES (v & NI (F) MSERIDHIOGFM LA
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D
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‘ﬁ N
n T b
kR b
~ g, %}Jjﬁ
% e
L1 ol K
D =
reign of His Imperial Majesty, I offer seven hundred years of B % TZE %‘
longevity to my emperor (Emperor Wen of Wei). Let us scoop up fr = SO
the chrysanthemum water that springs forth from Mount Rekken. D A b % E
Let us scoop it up and drink it well. The spring never goes dry, ;5(\ % h CC\ Dl
no matter how much you drink from it. So saying, Jid6 walks ﬁ, S ;} ;T;ZE %
through the chrysanthemums and returns to his hermit’s hut in T v )o ZC 7 %7%
the mountain. S + 12 W
i< ] L C
351 BEERY:
il A 1 2oL
X T [E] SV
i g P T
AN % Dt
S D < ° <
< Z) JHN %r 35 % %
ozl i 2 L
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SONEEE IR =)
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id6/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysan jc 25
Makura-Jido/Kiku-Jidd (Jido o k ,—I% {& 02 é fu‘ﬁ lé
. “ps 1= ” (Kiku- N J: . gy R
. tly in use as “Jidé of the Chrysanthemum” ( ku- - = e
* The translated scripts are Elh?s.zg"(‘;r:h‘z ]Ylllsadrest” (Makura-Jido) in the Komparu, Hosho, & | & Z é Z ?E %—)l h B = 7@\
Jido) in the Kanze school and “Ji n oo s N e 7 e 5 & y
and Kongoh schools. o from the T e < 0 Z AN N & /
) t ite different from i T B Ill
* The script used in the Kita school is presented separately as it is qu ;C) _@ n 7":\ 7}(\ Zé) <\ H X ~ g 5;):
text used in other schools. < N 7 7 N % j/]/ = ‘;ﬁ )
* This part from Utaibon in Kita school. ~ % F /:,\\ ‘2% D i N < = ﬂg
O N S I i O
1. The Imperial Official Goes to Mount Tekken f/l' lg % %‘ Hil 3 : & %ﬁ i 2\: e
: : 7V P i A} b} ﬁ E
. . . - to N = 7 %t < =TI
Dispatched by Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty, an imperial official gofscmal {é) i 7%3 ~ g) ) 2l D I?% ,%?IJ .
. i 1 N A —
Mount Tekken. He was ordered to investigate the headspring of the me <85 % 2 Y ; <_ 7%) iJ’J . i A =
' tain. > 17 - o R %
water that has sprung forth at the foot of the mountai ij‘ % @C, EC? ) Tf g i C]t 1;72'3 = {}%
) R e o
N b H O) =) }
Imperial Official : this mountain VC) E = LZ’ 0}% ?;\E . 2 IE_E {—Ji
From this mountain to the mountain beyond, from h X ?ﬁ D {55\: Z < % < 17 s
to the mountain beyond, a road has been cleared, thanks to the <o E‘: {% < % 4 Vo l‘<) =z
. . ; igns t] ™
path of virtue pursued by His Imperial Majesty, who reigns er of Iz A H, % 5)) %)\ o Iz Iz
. e - o
realm correctly, his blessings reaching even the remotest corn 7 = EEF ? - % % %
the land. hr e T i< 2 -
dynast e ? Kl b hY i i
i sty. 7o
I am an official in the service of Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty. ) 7%? JE . é ¢ % ]e
red by the emperor to investigate the T 9 5 H ~
Now, I have been ordered by h at the foot H iz & ° - |
headwater of the medicinal water that has sprung forth a - h % © < g L 3:
of Mount Tekken. I am therefore traveling in haste toward the B4y v > X 5
i Z )= D 15
mountain. ; D 1% N "
i T B 8 e ;
imson leaves wet with dew, pushing A % k N (}}E
Pushing aside branches of crimso ‘ he berimeter of Y47 % p\ & v
aside branches of crimson leaves wet with dew, at t e‘ pe e g = R D 2:
an unfamiliar mountain, I feel uneasy, as if I were asking directio n D r % j)-? 3
from a cloud. Traveling a thousand miles along a stream, I am iz 2 % 2 5
searching for the origin of the water. I look for the headwater, 0 ;Q L o Ty -
D - S
searching along the stream. < li 7’1EJ N E] H
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Makura-Jido /Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story i g ?% —
. . . 0) 008
Since I made haste, I have already arrived in Mount Tekken. Hii &=
‘ , N < f; L I’ AR A
How mysterious. I have found a hut. I will walk around this vicinity 5 T H "C\ % Z B = R L El\ D)
and investigate why this hut is here. 7> N N VO - G = | H o L b H E%% T
B M w3 TR /A S v B
= b w2 th % a % 2 h
2. Jidé Appears % v N 2 E— L j; & ES
0y it b JL T o iz L
R 5 7% (= 7
A mysterious boy (Jidd) appears in front of the imperial official. & 2L JR Lu‘ D VS 7 7\‘ Z D
Lo oo i R > 5 T
Jido A legend says that the man (Rosei) who slept with his head upon L )\ ZAS Tiid [?2 2 — /3 % I
the headrest of Kantan experienced a life with prosperity in a brief 7 <\ ?/(L %\ ; % % iE ,% ¢
dream. Contrary to the legend, my headrest reminds me of the = N o = s 2 3
past. Its memories hinder me from even closing my eyes. 5 O X jf) ﬂi\ § E‘ E;E
Dok oo &L I = Z ik
Reciters Isee nothing in my dreams. How long must I wait until having é AR Lfi M W D) ES [J;l
a pleasant dream? How long must I wait until having a pleasant % [cil <J ;é i’ 3,; 0})\ 37 j; %
dream? As if I were dozing off momentarily sleeping at the root of N i HE( i v [ g - =
Y Z —
a pine tree quaking in windstorm, I pass my nights in deep regret B oz % T ° |z % ) £
of the offense I committed. My sleeves, wet with tears, never dry. D 3’% ) f;E 5e :74[%' H L
Although I was depending upon emperor (Emperor Mu of the L ) R B 7z f%
Zhou dynasty), I ended up sleeping alone, deep in this mountain. v 2 B Low —Z_-),; n
Bitterness fills my mind when I remember the words, spoken long _;;é_ %\ {E '0\’2 g 31
H, ~
ago, by the emperor. Bitterness fills my mind when I remember the 2 D E 5 H, L/)
words, spoken long ago, by the emperor. H B L N 7- <
)[% % N l/ N & E\
E - ® D & 9
oy o X 9 3
h — L T 03 9
RS ’ Z
WO oY L FA &
DhoH G » 7
i o 2 L 4
WX g % 1% 2
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) nthemum) o ) z 0 .
iku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysa {Ej % $} L f‘i Zg {% o
Makura-Jido/Kiku- . . S S 2 7K + % S fE
its of the Headrest to Official S (O " ) B B Z, W T & V7)) N > W T I
3.)ido Explains the Benefits o " R R ;:E 7 RN oL e W iLi i
' ects that the boy EE: - % oM T %
icial asks the boy his name because he susp or Mu of the Lon %\ ! - 5 A > 32 n e & o
The imperial official ask Is that he is Jido who served Empe:i have ;I% g I > ﬁ: 4 - % 703 jg_ Tjﬂ §n ﬁi} P Th
: The boy reveals en hundred years L K- Z W < = L poc
is a phantom. icial tells the boy that over sev ing to s KIS - Lo o i
he official tells i ates the boy, trying A L b - = EERE %
Zhou dynasty. T dynasty and interrog o 8 bl S ok 5 N5 : 2
. ime of the Zhou dyn . , Jid6 shows D 4 . 7 S = 2 ke =
passed since the time o rove that he is not a phantom, J i S A > £ 'C) " D 7 9 4 n & ,5)) &
d ine if he is a phantom. To p he Emperor Mu and together w ;T)C il 1A e A ;(’ go & A D 7 B DD %
eterm . im by the Em a H - = =8
n to him by : es of sutr O H < w 2 B L
the official the hea?rest gl\,:znces the benefits of the four poetic verjf Emperor % %Ck : %% 2% it g ')O 5:5; 1?% | % R 7
. o er s tor ° = i S z ~
the imperial off‘lCla ’ieb):fi upon it. Furthermore, Jido tells ttTe j onz’o . ;g o }‘% A % %‘é fA v ,5: ,g A
that have been inscr . tra verses that he copie lixi A Z 5 D 5 B 5 o
ts of the sutr . . ortal elixir. A - 7L 2 4
Mu and reveals the ben:fc; transform the dew on the leaf into imm %‘ ﬁ T?l] ¢ ?:L A S ° 7z " . 7
chrysanthemum leaf, w 20 % T, il e R
He then dances with joy. d set & & T 3 gz %:L 0/\ fi] W }% L ¥
. human being wou ) s D D >
sterious. This mountain, where no t now. someone has ;C) A & Vg - R S {% = %’E %% %
Official - How mysterious. T Ives, and foxes. But now, , DT ok S s H oW L o %
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Makura-Jid6/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story

Jido Even so, I suspect that you must be a phantom, not I. [ am so
thankful that His Imperial Majesty bestowed upon me a headrest
on which he inscribed four poetic verses from a sutra (some
poetic words from a sutra that praise the teaching of the Buddha,
the buddhas, and the bodhisattvas). Come closer and take a look
at this headrest.

Official ~How interesting. Approaching the headrest and reading the
writing, indeed the words written on the headrest are taken from a

sutra.

Jido and Official
The Buddha, replete with all kinds of benefits, looks upon living
beings with eyes of compassion. The accumulated benefits and
blessings of the Buddha are as vast and unlimited as the ocean and
therefore, you must now deeply revere and pay homage to him.

Reciters  Because I wrote these precious, wondrous words on a chrysanthe-
mum leaf, the dew dripping from this leaf has been transformed
into immortal elixir and I have been able to live for seven hundred

years. How fantastic!

Every single word of the sutra is splendid, but particularly pre-
cious and wondrous are the Buddha’s vow to bestow upon us his
accumulated benefits as vast and infinite as the ocean and the

encouragement to revere and pay homage to him.

Jido I have heard that the buddhas appear in this world due to their
sincere wish to save living beings.

Reciters  Moreover, (these verses), just like the Lotus Sutra itself, become
the seeds of the Bodhi mind, that is, the sincere determination to

give rise to the aspiration to save people.
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Makura-Jido /Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum)

Jido

Reciters

Jido

Reciters

Jido

Reciters

The dew on the chrysanthemum leaf that forms this valley’s

headwater,

is blessed by the precious benefits of the Buddha’s teaching and
therefore, a single drop of dew fell into the water, transforming the

entire pool into immortal elixir.
If you soak your body in this chrysanthemum water,
signs of aging will vanish and you will be rejuvenated.

Emperor Mu of Zhou travelled on eight horses to seek the
Buddha-way and hear a sermon preached by the Buddha
(Shakyamuni Buddha) on Divine Vulture Peak. His Imperial
Majesty devoted himself to listening to the Buddha’s words for a
whole night, not only listening carefully but also wholeheartedly.
Once, Shakyamuni asked Emperor Mu, “Which part of the
world and which country are you from?” Then, Emperor Mu
answered, “I am an emperor of China, but I would like to receive
the teaching of the great sage Shakyamuni Buddha, who has
attained enlightenment in the past, present, and future. I want
to be bestowed with the Dharma so that I may thereby rule my
country.” He then removed his crown and bowed his head before
to Buddha. (This is how Emperor Mu received the sutra verses
from the Buddha.)

Since this time, whenever a crown prince was...

born, a regent comes to the palace and respectfully bestows

these verses of scripture upon the crown prince. Thanks to their
long accumulation of virtuous governance, emperors are able to
maintain their dynasty for many generations. When I copied those
precious poetic verses onto a chrysanthemum leaf, the dew that
collected on the leaf dripped onto the moss were it gathered and

over the course of many years, formed a pool. Whether or not

Story
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Makura-Jido/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story i g l[:JﬁI Oﬁ( § ik j?l, /&,5 % i g
K H M —
they themselves have scooped up this chrysanthemum water, once ZJ)J % ‘ji = %o %i\
people drink it, they will gain a thousand years of longevity. _ 5 5 Y}: % ﬁ - A N 2
— — A
. . 2 iz Ic L o & DK E 0 2 7
Jido The water flowing in the valley washes over the flower, et H b T 7J(\ L mh % A, < 7Kk 2
x o % 2 R D : <o CONF S S
S s EN ° °
Reciters  The water flowing in the valley washes over the flower and down- D U v z? 1 =] %% n 1t 1t
stream, it is transformed into medicinal water. Once you scoop up % " - 70 ﬁgl:f G % E'% ] % 75:
the water, its fragrance spreads and excites you. How fantastic! We %’-‘s‘ ;7("; Ve PN = D %= E {SE {EIE
shall dance. % 2 ° L T § o e N
D El < % 05 =
|Gaku] £ %\ it % -3 n % T
The music of a Japanese flute, large and small hand drums and a drum 0:\ 7}50 [N 5 z)o E b
accompanies with the movement. This is a dance imitating a course music - P lé)‘] ) g 3‘:)0 OJ‘)(
and dance and performed in a play with some connection to China or court 5') ? £y K v)o ? 3
music. In Makura-Jid6 (Kiku-Jido), Jido performs the dance. %% % K \z =
X J < 3 7k
D < & z &
4. Jido Dances and Offers Longevity to Emperor Wen I’jJ il - % 7%
i IAS ;C ;1 H
3 3 = N
Jido shows how the dew on the leaf of the chrysanthemum flows into the % % 2 £ T
valley and becomes the medicinal water springing forth from Mount Tekken. D ;_ié et NQ 5%
Then, he partakes of the water, as sake, with the imperial official and his i % t A 54
retainers. After giving longevity to His Imperial Majesty and offering a prayer CC\ = ’g th ‘3‘\
for the prosperity of his reign, Jido walks through a field of chrysanthemums 73 Z'C S
and returns to his hermit’s hut on the mountain. z 7 ;’: S i E
7 %= i o
Jido How precious and wondrous the verses are. ) 4 {efi (L: &
5 . 28 A
Reciters  Upon a chrysanthemum leaf, the benefits of the words of the n i 17T D AR
sutra, upon a chrysanthemum leaf, the benefits of the words Og = i % %
of the sutra perfectly appear. The droplets falling off of the leaf > N 5 i N
smell wonderful. While spreading this fragrance, the droplets o \F Iz < L
running to the valley must have formed a pool. The water dripping Z < Z piiiy E3)

from this Mount Tekken becomes a stream of the water of the
chrysanthemum. This spring is, in fact, sake. I scoop up and offer

BEBGR— 5 LY A thegg.com -12- http://Wwww.the-noh.com



Makura-Jid6/Kiku-Jido (Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum) Story it

s

it to the imperial official, give it to his retainers, and drink it

myself. The moon has just risen. The night is still early. Jido is

e
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g3

4

*

SEO (LS IIET (B HTGRRDHFIOFM AC
TR

7

bay

Reciters it is not inebriating, and Jido has kept his youth and lived for
over seven hundred years. This is all thanks to this headrest.

NSNS AES
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b 5 L
slowly getting drunk—tottering here, teetering there—and finally, VA L T 9 T
he approaches his headrest and respectively holds it high. He = Iz £3) 7 £ A
lauds Emperor Mu, “Oh truly, how great is His Imperial Majesty’s 4 i = & P)\ ° f
virtue” He then picks a chrysanthemum rooted on a rock, bows = - 5
. o . W n & D5
before it, and making a pillow of his sleeve, goes to sleep on a mat Vo 13 85 o2
of chrysanthemums. VAo SR 3k :H:\ L
& I <
Jido Since this is medicinal sake, U 5 A
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Praying for the everlasting, thousand-year prosperous reign of ik L b =2 V)
His Imperial Majesty, I offer seven hundred years of longevity to A < b er\ 1 A |
my emperor (Emperor Wen of Wei). Let us scoop up the chry- ZAS : b S L3 AR
santhemum water that springs forth from Mount Tekken. Let us 3 v AN *ﬁ fii % %E
scoop it up and drink it well. The spring never goes dry, no matter v 2 {\ ‘é %% L\ 70J§ %_é
how much you drink from it. So saying, Jido walks through the W . H e E\ S
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Makura-Jido/Kiku-Jido
(Jido of the Headrest/Jido of the Chrysanthemum)

Synopsis

During the era of Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty,
medicinal water sprang forth at the foot of Mount Rekken
(or Tekken). Upon the emperor’s order, an imperial
official is dispatched to investigate the headspring of the
medicinal water. At the mountain, the official finds a hut.
While he is exploring the vicinity and surveying the hut,

a strange boy emerges from the hut. When the official,
whose suspicions are aroused, asks the boy his name, he
replies that he is Jido and that he served Emperor Mu of
the Zhou dynasty. Emperor Mu of Zhou lived more than
seven hundred years ago. All the more suspicious, the
official questions the boy sharply, trying to determine if he
is a phantom. The boy says that he was given a headrest,
upon which was the emperor inscribed two (four) verses
from a sutra, and shows the headrest to the official. The
official is impressed by this rare treasure and he and the
boy together joyfully recite the verses of scripture. Jido
further reveals that when he copied the two (four) poetic
verses onto a chrysanthemum leaf, the dew that formed on
the leaf became immortal elixir and that because he keeps
drinking the dew, he has lived for seven hundred years.
Then, Jido performs a dance of joy. He tells the official
that dew dripping from the leaf has created a pool in the
valley, which has become the headspring of the medicinal
water. The official and Jido exchange cups of the water as
sake, making it an offering of prayers for the longevity of
Emperor Wen and the enduring prosperity of his reign.

Jido returns to his hermit’s hut on the mountain.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

This is one Noh play that describes a story set in
China featuring a mysterious main character, Jido. The
legend of Jido is described as follows in the Japanese
medieval classic, The Taiheiki (Chronicle of Great Peace).

“Jido was a boy who served Emperor Mu of the Zhou
dynasty in ancient China. One day, he committed an
offense by stepping over the emperor’s headrest. So severe
was this offense that he barely escaped being put to death.
He was driven from the court and banished to Mount
Rekken. Feeling pity for the boy, Emperor Mu secretly
gave him a headrest upon which he had written two verses
from the Lotus Sutra and he taught him to recite these
verses and pray every morning. When Jid6 copied the
verses onto a chrysanthemum leaf to remember them,
the dew that formed on the leaf became a miraculous
elixir, and the boy who drank the elixir became a hermit
remaining eternally youthful for over eight hundred
years. He changed his name to Peng Zu during the reign
of Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty and taught his
imperial majesty the secret of longevity. The emperor,
who continued to partake from the chrysanthemum cup,
enjoyed ten thousand years of longevity. This is the origin
of the Chrysanthemum Festival...”

The story of this Noh drama develops in a magical
setting. In the middle of a deep, untrodden mountain, an
imperial official in the service of Emperor Wen meets Jido,
who looks like a boy. Although this play is short, it purifies
and rejuvenates the mind with its atmosphere of blissful
serenity. The audience can enjoy feeling as if they have
been temporarily transported away from reality to wander
through a dreamlike, mystical world.

The Kanze school calls this play, “Jido of the
Chrysanthemum” (Kiku-Jidd). They also have a play called
“Jido of the Headrest” (Makura-Jido), but it is an entirely
different piece. The Kongoh school has a similar play
titled, “Peng Zu” (Hoso0).”

- 14 -

Schools All five. It has the title, Jido of the Chrysanthemum” (Kiku-Jido) in the

Kanze school and “Jid6 of the Headrest” (Makura-Jido) in the Komparu,

Hosho, Kongoh and Kita schools.

Category The Fourth or Fifth group Noh, T6-mono (story set in China), Ryaku-waki-
noh
Author Unknown
Subject The Taiheiki
Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)
Scene Mount Rekken (Tekken) in China
Tsukurimono  Platform (with a chrysanthemum flower and a headrest), a straw hut with
chrysanthemum / a straw hut / a mountain.
Characters Shite Jido
Waki Imperial official
Waki-tsure Two retainers of the official
Masks Shite Jido, Doji
Costumes Shite A long black wig; kindan-hachimaki (headband in gold) /
iro-hachimaki (colored headband) / shiro-hachimaki (white
headband), or no headband; awase-happi (lined happi-
style kimono) / karaori (a short-sleeved kimono outer
robe worn by female characters) wore in tsuboori-style;
kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly
worn by male characters) / nuihaku (a short-sleeved
kimono with embroidery and with gold or silver flakes
placed on the fabric; hangire (a type of hakama worn by
strong characters such as demons, gods and warriors);
koshi-obi (belt); and a chrysanthemum leaf fan / t6-uchiwa
(a Chinese fan).

Waki T6-kanmuri (a type of crown worn by gods or Chinese
emperors), iro-hachimaki, awase-kariginu (a lined long-
sleeved style kimono worn by male characters, especially
gods and other dignified characters), kitsuke / atsuita,
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki-tsure Hora-eboshi (eboshi- style headdress worn by stately
figures), awase-kariginu, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Number of scenes One
Length About 50 minutes
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differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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