Since then, already thirteen years have passed. Since I own many
horses and cows, [A few schools include these phrases] I have
been ordering him to herd my cattle. I am going to tell him to do

so today as well.

[Mr. Hakozaki tells his servant to order So Kei to herd his cows]

Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story 7‘2 % E "C‘\ ﬁ% —_ ES Fg‘ i
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S;:(c):)llosns highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different nﬂ’i N \ i L mﬁ i
e o e % b H g”’ Xz
1. A Certain Mr. Hakozaki Talks about the Feud between Japan and China Lj: % E % Li\ 1O H (<
I~ HH iy Ju /< & g
A local tycoon, Mr. Hakozaki, (from the Hakozaki area of Chikushi province; Al L L v oAl by & <
present-day East Ward in Fukuoka City), appears on the stage and talks about % < i ; il Eé th %
the maritime fighting between Japan and China. A fH ) == = = )
> L % o D 5
| = ") 5 & £ =
Mr. Hakozaki z A L Hy R %
I am a man from Hakozaki in Kyushu. Several years ago, there 03 Iz B ) > %_T\
was fighting between China and Japan as their boats battled each Z Hy U ES & °
other on the sea. The Chinese captured Japanese boats, and the % fii %_ }z =
Japanese captured Chinese boats. At that time, I took a Chinese 1z v o e B
boat by force. One man in the boat was So Kei Kan'nin (Kan'nin Z ;{:B z 3
means an official). After the battle ended, I took him to Hakozaki. %O T B D
\
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Mr. Hakozaki calls out to his servant and orders him to tell So Kei to herd his l‘:
cows. The servant calls out in the direction of the curtain and informs So Kei %
of this order. A iy
e %
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story

2. Sonshi and Soiu Come to Japan from China

The brothers Sonshi and Soiu travel to Hakozaki from China. They come to
Japan to meet their father, So Kei.

Sonshi and Soiu
Aboard a Cathay boat, we are undertaking an arduous journey on
the ocean. The waves are so loud that they keep us awake, giving
us not even a moment to dream. My thoughts turn longingly
toward my beloved hometown.

Sonshi We are Sonshi and Soiu, brothers who reside on the shore of
Mingzhou, China.

Sonshi and Soiu
Our father, the government official So Kei, was captured by
Japanese pirates some years ago. While we have been thinking
about this incident as if it had happened yesterday or today,
thirteen years have quickly passed. We miss our father so much
and want to see him again if he is still alive, and...

Like the proverb says, “make hay while the sun shines,” so we have
departed by boat.

We crossed a river in Mingzhou, we crossed a river in Mingzhou
and sailed out upon the vast ocean. Already we are catching
glimpses of the land of Japan in distance. We have never stopped
hoping to see our father again, anxiously awaiting the day we can
meet him again, we have already arrived in Hakozaki, coming all
the way across the ocean to Kyushu. We have already arrived in

Hakozaki, about which we have only heard some rumors.

[Sonshi and Soiu go to the manor of Mr. Hakozaki]
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Sonshi sends a boatman with a message to tell Mr. Hakozaki that they have

SONPYRT Y > R

NE NCEHNSNTCHE SISO TS

Sonshi We are here. We have heard that So Kei is still alive and is in

%t

r—

i

5

*
come to meet with So Kei. The boatman goes to Mr. Hakozaki’s manor, e P I = rh
delivers the message from Sonshi and Soiu and asks him about his intention. 1% s L t
Hearing their message, Mr. Hakozaki is delighted and agrees to meet with ~ 5 Z 5 D
Sonshi and Soiu. The boatman brings Sonshi and Soiu to Mr. Hakozaki’s ) < Z T N
manor. %) 7 i~ < i3
. 51’% N A)

o <} 2 S
P W 0 B 5
Mr. Hakozaki % ° ES 5
Where are the visitors from China? T B L i
=

4 f 7 ES
— U Kl
D)
o

the service of Mr. Hakozaki. We came here today to exchange a

LV P T ER O AR (DR - FR) o

AN CXNTHE oI T CERE ) SITREE e oVHIRN (S AT BRI,

number of treasures for him and to bring him back home with us.

PUTEENE N

Mr. Hakozaki
Certainly, So Kei is alive. He just went out to pray at a shrine, so
please wait here for a while. We will bring him to you when he

au

comes back.

[SSTESHEE | ] el o oraRas o (T A A

Sonshi We'll wait for him here, then. [A few schools include these
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phrases]

o . [ iR
[Mr. Hakozaki gives an order to his servant] = ~
Iz X
Mr. Hakozaki calls out his servant and orders him to tell So Kei to come in 4] Z=
through a back door so that his Chinese children will never know that their n Ij\]
father is being forced to work as a cowherd. The servant calls out in the 2 %
direction of the curtain and delivers the message to So Kei. :Cb ,{/ﬁ%
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3. So Kei Works Hard at Cow Herding La A N B
£ X # < Vo b B o5 =
So Kei is working hard at herding cows with his two children born in Japan. A D 4 H & P H [ fCO k\ H A
On his return to Mr. Hakozaki’s manor, he talks with children about whether Iz g 2 ) %\ A A h YN *
i i 1D & £ ¢ Z z Ny %
China or Japan is the superb country. B = T
iEh < R b % 2 z ’f: £
) X Iz \
So Kei Hey, children, gather the cows from the field and let’s go home ‘djc) % % 2% é‘% % Vo H %’ z)
soon. £3) < 723 L 2 i % A 7z &
2 7D 7 % 7 x T i3 = e
Two Japanese Children e tl_: kR N S B & b A Ic
Alas, this really is hard work. &)\ i ‘1,: 2 3 cj: b %) il
z V 7 FE ZAS £ 7z 715 I #
X & Iz L Vo ) £ B
So Kei Well, it is not only we humans who are cowherds. In the heavens ° N N L ° x 15 5
above, s < X ) n L
£ T b L T —
So Kei (So Kei and his Japanese Children) lyg 5 % %E;l I/Z)) b4
the stars called Vega and Altair are famous as beautiful stars of 7 % D 25 c:\
love and worshiped in the Tanabata Festival. Unsuited, however, X X s ~
to its beauty, % n % 7z i)
° % % v
So Kei and his Japanese Children /E’\ & Iz }%_J
is the fact that Altair is a cowherd, just as its name says. 7% < ;)) A
. . b 2 T ¢
Japanese Children (So Kei) 2 W e )
Herding cows in a field filled with autumn flowers Vo)) T §) <
\ A oo
So Kei and his Japanese Children v /E\l 3] 7
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story % ~ %
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So Kei I am So Kei Kan'nin, who used to live on the shore of Mingzhou A

in China. Quite unexpectedly, I was transported to Japan and T Z B X H X)_ B cl): A :): H 4 %A

made to blow a whistle for herding cows and horses. This is called =9 = AL k) Y, N j:\i 9L D 9 7[; L

a Korean whistle, which always reminds me of Korea and China. %o 7;: =) % K f‘j‘:lj é " 7% 1;9 i % ffi‘ é.iy

) ~

Oh, I miss my homeland so much. Cf\ v ° 3 o p 70 n oL w4 5 it o

ik M2 oz x®  bwos H o E W

Having spent many years like this in Japan, I now have two chil- S 3)\ % L K b B N \;%? N

dren. I also have two other children in China. When I remember D ¢ T ok /RN NS L L o

N -, o y: S

them, I miss them very much. I also love my children in Japan, HE 7z <y b ?‘A? 7‘:9 n é g < z@

and I could never choose between them. If I did not have these 1] I %) ) E_T di 5 9 - @

. . . < U K Fog fi Vow oo b < H Oz

two children in Hakozaki, who knows what would happen to this i 5 ~ > 3 o0 o Yo T2 o Al o

[ -

tired old body? i B ) oA WL ; H 2
o 2 Glle maz o bz

Group Reciters i 1+ ) T o B2 A 1/ RV

p o ﬁ » — =D Ek W

Look at that! The cows in the field are bellowing loudly. Even they L\ 'y i3 F/\j - 9 9 9 -
must miss their children. It is no wonder, then, that I, a human HE ;C; 75{ b\ - A Eﬁ * 25 %}gﬁ

being, also miss my children. And yet, I have children in China 7F 4( 7 5 ?A L ? fEZ ]% :7&? 2 %

and in Japan. How foolish am I. How foolish am L. < rh 22 o= n 5 2 L ° A

i3 oD - 5( oL

Let’s go home now. Let’s go home now. s T < 9 & e & 7 ;E,; V)

z 4 D IE F oL & S H O

e ; Foxow ni{ 2> %L

Japanese Children 7 #- 7 A SN 5 1o i
Father, please let us ask you something. Do people herd cows and Vo I i) g\ 07{ H o 7 5 'S

horses in China, where you used to live? Please tell us. < & .% 2 2 ¥ oA ¥ V 2 4 i

v ﬁﬁ‘l = ° i)§ WD Z 71)) VD

So Kei Yes, in China we release horses to graze on Mount Hua and herd 5 ) 737; Z - 1 Té\ ‘5\ i)
cows in peach groves that are famous for their blossoms. cl:o D % n b g 5 s e T
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story %o 5(\:[‘ % % % % % %

Japanese Children ? g }E\ fé A A A A

Well, which is the better country, China or Japan? Please tell us in A2 D = n z v r z — B X

detail. ° H A Ui D J?o Ry E » <

Koy R : Ic X V> ° D 7 h

So Kei That is a silly question. To compare Japan to China, it is like taking ’33 %\ A th * 9 fp\ g:, J): Z th

a single hair from one cow and comparing it to nine of these cows c/ﬁt H{E‘ 7‘%) UEI) OS é; 1 71'/% ZC %

that I am now herding. In other words, there is no comparison at > T O 7 > np'):' A Vo - H

all. < o & Ay c D9 ZN

o i e 12 7% T 3} T

Japanese Children T m D & BT 3 % X D Ci\

If it is such a fine place to live, then you must miss your country ci\ E:J f c) 2t 4 Ci: H:/L 7LCO &

very much. We feel sorry to you. A RN ) % 3;))]’ i B % H E

> H 7z ab S HJ (NN s

So Kei No, no. Since you two were born, I no longer think of going back L % 12z h> 7 % X

to China. X 7= » E N 5 TE 5 =5 73

R L ov L %

Reciters  Talking like this, we head home, and we now notice that the gusty G?'. % ;C) %‘: ?) i #* v i }C:E ;C:

winds are dying down. We have already come to the edge of the =N S i N ~ s

pine grove. We have already arrived at Hakozaki. We have already w Hoz \z 1z n °

arrived at Hakozaki. » M M N It B 13 ot

Vol < &R ) > L

i o 9 % 5 <

4. So Kei Meets with His Chinese Children ;L %)b % [g? ;éz %; ?Ei 7 ng

oo il O A < no T

So Kei is told by Mr. Hakozaki that his Chinese children have come to ol B WoF D J5 1 = T

visit him. Surprised, at first So Kei is hesitant to meet his Chinese children - B 7LC\ e ZAS b 73 =y

because he looks quite shabby, but finally, he follows Mr. Hakozaki’s advice H U A %; S 5 n ? v ?}
and does meet them. The reunited father and children are thrilled. They say ES < &i\ £l C]:o < fr
it is like a dream come true, and their reunion is very moving for his Japanese ;,; SR 7%6 g 5':
children as well. = g ESY Z D
SER2NES Y, & L
B 1 5 I T 4
# 5 L J& L D
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Mr. Hakozaki
Sonshi and Soiu heard that you are alive. The have come here to

0\&%.:9-“-4

Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story %Eg ;E: %EE ﬁ% %g fﬁg % Ikg % E
B S B LS B X B X B x
A A A A A
Mr. Hakozaki
Hey, So Kei. Why are you returning so late? ¥ z o 7z z z X z z S B
ERR L Z D 1 D v S g g v Vo
So Kei Yes, sir. Since there are so many cows and horses, it took us some 752 ¢ Iz Z = oA — Ci\ =S tH
time. by h Z: ci\ A E b é‘? %
PEUR S U ! T+ om & o ) H
. b o# Bz N S : i A
Mr. Hakozaki I n =z 7o Y 'y rh 7 'y 3 B
I see. That makes sense. I want to ask you a few questions. Will 5 J2 e L % ES VAS 2 N
you answer honestly? A n 9 &_o ) Ff E. - Z %\ cl):
e 7= M \ % > }_\ t: L 2 3 Z
SoKei It sounds something formal. T will give you honest . L © & w o< T 7 Z
o Kei sounds something formal. I will give you honest answers = L 5 5 5 N ) % t% ' :(
Z VR L = ES R - 7z L
Mr. Hakozaki » SN < % g o PSS A D 4
Well, do you have two children in China? WV < ¥ = ER ° 3 & L N it
SoKei  Yes,Ido. 7 7k ) ) B T
° I oz T % © 7 75 &
= < 7 & 2 % v CH
Mr. Hakozaki a0 ~ A 73 7 Kl z - D
Are their name Sonshi and Soiu? % * % A ) ° zg(; & D 72
g <c- oz 2 w2 T
So Kei That is strange, how could you know their names? Yes, they are g oL ) o -~ b -
S [
named so. ) % jé E T % <)
L %O {Z\A L.\\ O)\ |73}
& z & 5 =
< ey R
A = N
take you home to China in exchange for many treasures. Z A '3; ;; o
D % LS
STAN
So Kei What a surprise. [A few schools include these phrases] Well, then, 7?; é) b ) ?;
where is their ship? L e I =
z ] % A
: %
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story

Mr. Hakozaki
Come this way. It is the large ship moored over there. That is your
two children’s boat.

So Kei Oh, my goodness. So that is my boat.

Mr. Hakozaki
Good, then you are fine with meeting them.

So Kei Ilook terrible now. Let me change my clothes and prepare to see
them. (I hesitate to see them now.)

Mr. Hakozaki
I understand. (There is no reason to hesitate to meet them. Hurry
up and meet with them.)

So Kei Hello, are you the two children that I left behind in China?

Sonshi and Soiu
Yes, our childhood names are Sonshi and Soiu.

So Kei I must be dreaming. But if this is a dream, ...

Sonshi and Soiu
then here, in Hakozaki (literally, “Box Cape”),

So Kei just as its name portends, this “box” might open and be empty
when I awaken at dawn.
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story

Reciters  There is a saying that thousands of gold pieces cannot buy the
twilight in springtime, and surely there is no treasure so great as
one’s own children. The Japanese people are deeply impressed,
saying that, “Although we have heard that China is a country of
merciless rogues, it is also a country with such sons full of filial
love” The gods of Hakozaki must grant this request that they
made out of filial love.

[The boatman solicits Sonshi to return to the boat]

The boatman urges Sonshi to quickly return to their boat as the winds are
picking up.

5. So Kei Is Torn between His Japanese Children and His Chinese Children

When his Chinese children try to bring So Kei back to China, his Japanese
children ask to be brought to China, too. However, Mr. Hakozaki does

not allow the Japanese children to leave because he wants to keep them in
Hakozaki to work as cowherds. Torn between his Chinese children, who are
soliciting him to quickly leave for home, and his Japanese children, who try
to hold him back, So Kei is caught in a dilemma. Unable to reach a decision,
he tries to kill himself by jumping off a boulder. His Chinese and Japanese
children cling to both of his sleeves and prevent him from doing so.

Sonshi ~ Excuse me, father. Good winds have started blowing now. Please
board the boat immediately.

So Kei Mr. Hakozaki, my children are asking me to board the boat as
good winds have started blowing. I'd like to bid you a farewell.
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story % ?E % ﬁg % % E
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Mr. Hakozaki =3 A A
How splendid. Please do not delay in leaving for home. 177 I H R bH OF n z B ¥
s 4 BUEH BN 5 0B )
Japanese Children + 73 5 X 5 A 7 B
Oh, how sad! Please take us with you. AN l'lg‘;\ F {IO; ~ B L
% § g) & * % W
7 bl N
So Kei Yes, that’s right. I was so preoccupied with preparing to leave that B3 13 Ci 2 SE ﬁ(lé A
I forgot all about you. Come this way. N > B v v -

N
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X 7z
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A X 7> 12
Mr. Hakozaki ES . o L & ° < b
Wait a minute. I agreed that you could leave, So Kei, but your E :% b‘-\ VG 7z il % %
young children were born here and must succeed you in your o + %-\\ Ec ,—)}% i ,‘\,
work here. I plan to keep them here and have them serve me. H ° v % i 623 S
Come here. <,\ D F 2 3 D n
i I3 At T <
Japanese Children £ & ° 5 Vol Z fg
How cruel. Regardless of whether we were born in Japan or China, % ;i H H N <
we have the same father. But you are kind to his Chinese children ) .g i j;é 7% ) T
b
and cruel to us. Your treatment of us is inhuman. ~ Iz F 3 L ) [ =
Sonshi and Soiu o - D - n
—
We cannot be late for the boat’s departure. Quick, board the boat. Z fﬁ FA “ D ;C)
Saying so, we unmoor the boat. ; C)’J 7z L % -
5 £y s
, . , 2 S % B -
So Kei There are children calling me forward, < = N 3 + -
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Japanese Children A § % A
and there are children holding me back. C1ERE z "mob o0 L % e 2
L i Y GO S Nl 8 Bk &
So Kei Torn between them, & Xk {) 58 Al % ')) ° R [0 A ll%’
So Kei, His Chinese Children, and His Japanese Children (So Kei) A by X; Cji Jore - N &
is only one father. ‘?‘ g i 071 71?,:‘ f:-\ A % % b\ g
- T 5
Reciters  Unable to decide what to do, So Kei weeps. I wish I had two Mo B b 5 ZFoF M Ok )
bodies, like a box and its lid. In this bay of Hakozaki in Chikushi ;’;"ij‘f Iz Iz DA op I ED ’
Province, I am facing a miserable, pitiful situation. The love that /E\ D SJ)J ;ﬁ)) 7 \\ ) 0) N )
parents feel for their children is not limited to human beings. For ) ? ; ¢ ?.'. ﬁé E {E\ {ﬂ;‘
example, pheasants in a burned field, cranes in the cold night, e H 2 1z & + 7 e
and swallows nesting in the rafters all care for and fret over their L AN F ES) 2 W (iE
young. So it goes without saying for we humans, especially in the H D W % D e 7=
case of an old man like myself who does not even know if he will B ? X - 7':: - L °
survive another day. Even were I to lose my life for my children, I D\ N u&_, ;g é’_ éﬁ &
would not regret it. - % 70? > % Cxi.\\ {';‘l, %\
N ¥ N o H
SoKei  Thatis my thinking, so AL o 2 Ik g VA
L h < SN AN
Reciters I am neither boarding the ship nor returning to the land. Climbing ;7; D w 'Iih N D D
up on a boulder and reciting a sutra, I will throw this suffering self ¢ ‘L’() % LE/[ FElj HE Cé il,):
into the ocean. So Kei’s Chinese and Japanese children cling to D ng D) (2 ?: 7,;': Iz
both of his sleeves, not knowing what else to do, quite distressed. Z) oz Z iz ) N
Although So Kei’s mind had been firmly resolved on this course of i 9 A & Z ﬁ;)ﬁ < 4
action, now it is confused, lost in grief. fp))‘ 71: Z g OE) # }i, Vol
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So Kei Is this true?

Radc T Sadey

Mr. Hakozaki

Yes, it is true.

Reciters How grateful I am! The gods and the buddhas have granted my
wish and given these children to me. How grateful I am!

LSS S OSIRYTES TN BTy,
O ) EHEACIHII ,SEBOT ¢ R EHEEE
COF N P SRy

WO AU TS T TERA
STEC TN AS N

ts
PN

Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story i ﬁ;g % E %E E '_EH $E %ﬁ #
% = £ & = T AE®E

, , L A A = 3 F K =]
6. So Kei’s Japanese Children Are Allowed to Leave with Him WA b
& S Z A Z 28 X ISR )
Mr. Hakozaki is so moved by the love between So Kei and his children that ) M4 n < B n Wz < D Iﬁgl b ¥
he allows the Japanese children to leave with So Kei. So Kei bids farewell to R fl’: [ ity '%i% S T HZ': X AT '_)%;7 )
Mr. Hakozaki, and the boat carrying So Kei leaves the shore. On the boat, < %O ?IE 5:; 2 EN i iR < {%\ g H i
So Kei dances with joy. The boat is now traveling far away from the shore of L,) ?) % E ?_ Iz % i é%) /&-\ 3
Hakozaki. Everyone is delighted and they hasten their way toward China. Z o h 7% g 7 7 % ':E' = %
7 AE B S EH T HF oL <
Mr. Hakozaki X EIIRAS st W I()E %) % j; b Z
Thinking deeply, if I had no understanding of human emotion B ° 4 2 v N AN ° i & 70 7z &
and tenderness, I would be no different from a tree or a stone. E@ — %o - H ' z )i_ﬂ.,; 5 I
Especially now, when I might affect the departure of So Kei’s boat. %‘3 gTz e .% ) ;; ) % ‘IZ;E i
Therefore, I will allow his Japanese children to also go with him. 1'1\ ¥ * i F ?)) e f },/é x % q
Now, quickly, take your leave. % J\ ° 51 » : ﬂ\ \z B
So Kei This is even beyond my wildest dreams. I cannot believe this is 2‘ & < 7 i 5 T
true. ;i%l] ig R ;&n E % &
. o ? 5 T 7
Mr. Hakozaki |5 Z e W o %

Have no doubts. May the gods of this Hachiman in Hakozaki be ( & W n

my witness. There is no mistaking my decision. Quick, board the 7 ISEEI z %

boat. [A few schools include these phrases] é ‘o & f‘é';
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Tosen (Cathay Boat) Story

SO SF

And so, with great happiness, So Kei immediately bids farewell to

fluttering from the dancing sleeves on board the boat together

RE
oy

push the boat smoothly forward. The boatman now sets the sails.
The father and children are speedily en route to China. All of
them are together, filled with great joy.

i

T\

b
Mr. Hakozaki and boards the ship. The boat sails out to sea, away 5O Ay BE o z O P Z S
from the shore. He must be extremely delighted, as he plays music A B 1E T % Zﬁ & omoh 9 T
and dances on the deck of the boat. Then, the boatman, a pole T b XU ° 9/% H & S L <y
in his hand, moves airily with the dance. The sound of the waves o gi F:':l-;‘\ SO U VC\ 2
accompanies the music of a hand drum. How amusing. T 0 - %Ef i ZK < T~ 7
z N g IS = ¥ b R 2
H < k #& . C [TTR /N T
(Gal S E D R %o 0 b
A majestic dance accompanied by the music of Japanese flute, small and large L g = s Z Voo = A
hand drums, and a drum. It resembles the court dance and music and often S 5 7;2 5—/_ n e L 9
performed in Noh plays related to China or court music. In Cathay Boat ,\—/2—',_2 33/% %) iy :TZ?)j:P ;/)L Lé: c]:o
(Tosen), the shite (lead character) performs the gaku on board the boat. The < < N i £ < = 5
dance is characterized by its changes in speed and by being performed in a T 7 125 D VA % + 1z
limited space. o) ¢ T h = E) & »
7z ° % < e i I D
Reciters  People on the land are drawn to the music and the dance. People ’ 173 b % % e ik 3
on the land are drawn to the music and the dance, and cherish 7"2; 9: ° 7; ﬁ% Li
this parting gift. Gradually, the boat sails farther away from the D 7 Tk %u z
shore. Welcome winds blowing from the continent and the air F b 3] Iz L
n > > >
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Tosen (Cathay Boat)
Synopsis

So Kei Kan'nin (Kan'nin means an official) was a resident
of Mingzhou (near present-day Ningbo, Zhejiang province),
China. One day, during a maritime battle between China
and Japan, So Kei was taken prisoner. He was transported
to Hakozaki Bay, Chikuzen province (present-day Fukuoka
prefecture, Japan), where he was forced into the service of
a certain Mr. Hakozaki and made to work as a cowherd.
There, So Kei took a wife and had two children. He has spent
thirteen years in Hakozaki.

So Kei left behind two children in Mingzhou. One day,
his Chinese children load a boat with treasures intended
for their father’s ransom and they leave China, traveling
all the way to Hakozaki to bring him back to China. So
Kei is extremely delighted to be reunited with his Chinese
children. And Mr. Hakozaki, impressed by the children’s
love and devotion to their father, permits So Kei to return to
his home in China.

When So Kei is about to embark on the boat to China,
his two Japanese children ask to go with him. However, Mr.
Hakozaki does not allow them to go, as he plans to make
them continue to do So Kei’s work as a cowherd after his
departure. So Kei is torn between his Chinese children, who
hasten him to leave, and his Japanese children, who try to
hold him back. Unable to reach a decision, So Kei tries to kill
himself by leaping from a boulder. His Chinese and Japanese
children hang onto his sleeves to stop him. Mr. Hakozaki
is so deeply impressed by the filial love between father and
children that he agrees to allow So Kei’s Japanese children to
leave with him. Filled with joy, So Kei and all of his children
board the boat and set sail for China. So great is So Kei’s
happiness that he performs a dance of joy around the deck.
The boat departs from the shore of Hakozaki and hastens its
way toward China.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

In Japanese, the word “tang” (translated here as
“Cathay”) can mean the historic Chinese Tang dynasty
(618-907), the country of China itself, or other countries in
general. The “t6” (Japanese, “tang”) in the title of this play
“T6-sen” (Cathay Ship), simply means China, and does not
necessarily indicate that the story is set in the Tang dynasty.
The age in which this story is set has not been determined,
but customarily, it has been attributed to the Japanese
Nanboku-ché era (1336-1392). Descriptions in the story
indicate that it depicts the era between the thirteenth and
sixteenth centuries, when Japanese pirates (called wako)
were active. In Zeami’s time, there existed a play with
similar content, called “Ushi-hiki-no Noh” (Noh about a

cowherd).

In the realm of the literary arts, very few stories exist
relating to Japanese pirates, which makes this Noh play,
Tosen, rather unique. This play has many characters, a
dynamic story, and a number of highlights, all of which are
attractive to its audience. First, the lead character (shite),
So Kei Kan'nin, and his two pairs of children, from China
and Japan, appear on the stage and express their filial love.
Then, the scene in which those four child actors (kokata)
cling to the shite’s sleeves to stop him from killing himself
makes a profound impression on the minds of the audience.
Also, the unique prop of the Cathay boat is eye-catching.
The structure of the boat used in this play is larger than
those used in other plays. Its appearances on the stage are
divided into three. When sailing on the ocean, it raises a
colored or patterned sail. This prop is a Chinese wooden
boat, called a junk, which is a good representation of the
Cathay boat. The scene in which the shite joyfully dances
on the deck of the boat is another highlight of this play. He
performs the dance on the boat, surrounded by his children
and a boatman. Although the performance takes place in
a limited space, the tempo of the dance changes and it is
quite enjoyable. The chants of the chorus provide insights
into how the Japanese people of those days viewed China as
well as how the Chinese people viewed Japan. This is a play
with numerous scene changes, offering the audience a wide
variety of attractions.

- 14 -

Unknown (Tobi Matagoro Yoshihiro, according to one tradition)

Not decided (Autumn in some schools)
Hakozaki in Chikuzen province
Cathay boat (a Chinese junk)

So Kei Kan'nin

So Kei's two Chinese children, Sonshi and Soiu
So Kei's two Japanese children

A certain Mr. Hakozaki

Servant of Mr. Hakozaki

Boatman

Akobujo, Asakakurajo, Koushijo, Kojé, Ryonoijo

jogami (Té-bdshi a Chinese-style hat), mizugoromo (a type
of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita (thickly
woven kimono with small checked patterns), shirotare (a
type of wig made of white hair), koshi-obi (belt), a rope, a
whip, and a té-uchiwa (a Chinese fan).

Kokata (Two Chinese Children)

Sobatsugi (lined happi-style kimono with no sleeves, worn
by worriers or Chinese characters), kitsuke / atsuita (a type
of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male characters),
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

Kokata (Two Japanese Children)

Kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the
innermost layer of the costume of a female character),
nuihaku (a short-sleeved kimono with embroidery and
gold or silver flakes applied to the fabric) worn in
koshimaki style, koshi-obi, a rope, a fan, and a whip.
Nashiuchi-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), a white
headband, tops and bottoms of hitatare (kimono for
warriors) or tops and bottoms of su6 (a long-sleeved
unlined hemp kimono with matching top and bottom
worn by male characters), kitsuke / atsuita, komi-6kuchi
(underwear hakama in dkuchi-style), a small sword, and
afan.

Tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata. Holding a
sword.

Sobatsugi, kitsuke / atsuita, kukuri-bakama (a way of
wearing hakama trousers, tucking the bottoms up at the
knee with a string), and a pair of gaiters.

One

Schools All five
Category The Fourth group Noh
Author
Subject Undetermined
Season
Scenes
Tsukurimono
Characters Shite

Kokata

Kokata

Waki

Ai

Ai
Masks Shite
Costumes Shite

Waki

Ai (Servant)

Ai (Boatman)
Number of scenes
Length

About 1 hour and 40 minutes
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