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*Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different % + I T
shool, oKD B TR BB L /A Ve
(S N O R S - R 5 il &
1. Taoist Wizard Goes to the Land of the Sages ~ b BOR o 5 K e O E b - 5% Ej{
o 2 (K 2 £ 5 IR 1 ~ >
A Taoist wizard, who has received an order from Emperor Xuanzong of @C' E % 0%) VC\ g-) %C':E‘ i?i % .7;:3 Z Z% 12’ é
Tang to search for the spirit of Imperial Consort Yang, reaches the palace on 4 ° % B oM 5 & h o _0) AN
Mount Penglai. W W e 2 B < 7z 2 E)Z—
TE RO KBS HEw T W A
Taoist Wizard oo H ) H H LI ;— W E&E z
Where is the land of the sages, a domain in the east that I have 5 2 F Hh 2 -8B 70 2 + %S
never seen? Where is the land of the sages, a domain in the east .0() 2 VC\ 734; i % }Fj @ E_t ;ﬂi L °
that I have never seen? I have traveled around in search of that T T o R f; B T B TJA[]‘
land, asking where it lies. % L o h ¥ H B A L
¥ oh T v ) g £ 7
I am a Taoist wizard in the service of Emperor Xuanzong of the 5 T % o L % < * < 7
Tang Dynasty. On the one hand, His Majesty properly governs the ;; @3 j;” :ﬁf‘ f:o 7],‘,: 4 g. E: 75‘
country, but on the other hand, he loves the pleasures of women. TR ° L S ’1_& ° i j:
He once devotedly fell in love with an extremely beautiful woman > Dl F T X L 717i
and bid her stay with him making her his consort. [A few schools < T B O L Pl % < D .
include this phrase] Since the woman was a daughter of the Yang RN 2 1 R @ w b 7% \%
clan, she was called Imperial Consort Yang. However, due to the ES i)i lj_ &on {f? 7‘Hg 03 YV %
incident at Mawei, she lost her life. His Majesty deeply grieves E W gt; ?) 6\ 3{)') 10,19 E % ;
the loss of her and ordered me to immediately find the location < 2o b B H = FH fill =
of her spirit. Therefore, I have traveled all over the world, from L 2 F B 3 % »» K =8 Z’O
the uppermost reaches of the heavens to the lowest depths of the 72 9 L X F D N jE [
hells, but am still unable to find even a clue about the whereabouts R f: 7':0 i’i /IEEE ﬁ‘ % 1k \
of her spirit. However, I have yet to visit the palace on Mount 6\ % z CI%C S:‘ I{% ‘%)): ]Z i::‘
Penglai. I am therefore hastening to the palace. D 2B D AT ] Iz
D H T W G mD &
7h T E R ) AT %
(O /AN SO R "R DR e D
e D IF ok 3| LT 7>

BESR— LY A < thag‘%cnm -1- http:// www.the-noh.com



ey
S
s

g RT
Story ila

Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) D S :CE
1 e - o [0/ S
“I wish that a wizard would find her, for I want to know the ) K @ o ES ¢ {H E%l T %)) ?f)\ =g
whereabouts of my beloved’s spirit, if only to hear about her” Just ) - = 3N0) A AL Ao . wwom 2 13
i he spirit of Imperial Consort F E 2 FE Z 9 VT S Mg g

this poem says, I am searching for the sp P L & & O 3 # z » % kDo
s P fter day. At last, I catch a ¢ - w5 M A A N - NS
Yang, traveling far acrossthe ocean, dayafter oy Alast | catch FELEEL N NG A U TR I O
glimpse of an island and a mountain. I have arrived in the land o 3)0 (EEES E&: /\g /C% T g D ° ¥ LLI 5 ;?‘@) b
the sages. I have arrived in the land of the sages. D L . 1 H T A A L VaD) < 2
A O L N
i lace on Mount > P Y VAN = D A D s
Since I made haste, I have already arrlve?d at the p afjll look for her R = M % ?; ﬁ ﬁ < H “E {?
Penglai in the land of the sages. I am going to carefully ,t:» J;O %52 < EE oo s N % ) L“E <
spirit in this palace. (22! 5 ?L Ej B % i z A M 5
. dof doRomT R M L wEow
[Conversation between the Taoist Wizard and an Inhabitant of the Land o g Zﬁé’é [ﬁ; . X T 7]?/) i }% E ‘a\: /{‘:‘ 51
o "3} D D
the Sages] Z,O ’5’? % g % A 5 D = & 12 X %
i he land of the sages and asks the © g < % %E\ 2t ,-;E ' < 2 h
The Taoist wizard meets a resident of the land o . . & < 5 5’.\ Z T » = H — ﬁ/‘ﬁ >
whereabouts of Imperial Consort Yang. The person says that s/h‘e oes no Iz ] —g‘ o o Y I VWoE iP %
: t Yang, but that there is a lady called Princess Jade VS we N B F 3 = 7’:\ - z
know of Imperial Consor g ‘ ) 1d be Yan ¢ 7 & < i 12 r o <
who misses her past life. S/he assumes that Princess jade could be a‘ 8. . R %Q ;ig N ii ,7::3. i)i f% % 'I“%‘» {EZ e
iri Princess Jade’s residence, the wizard learns the location of the -z B o = ES3 I bk
Inqulrlng about Prin . o g daf ed sien Saying, “Taizhen” - T é: — 7& E\Q % F,%L' L ;E 5 95[]
palace in the woods, on which is displayed a framed sig D &3 % H Z D i 7z i gn %
~ ived at the 4 5 3 I N % SRS
Wizard  Following the directions I just received, I have arrived a . 7 - It V) b A T D - N ‘/C\ Y
palace on Mount Penglai. This is an extremely large palace with h A A Al T 13 X = ;‘, ﬂb% 5 -
many levels. Each building is gorgeously furnished and appear 7;1)? T 4 &) D 3 :;z 0&"\ ;Cﬁ < s ;g)) i
to be completely covered in the seven kinds of treasures. Even 2 b D 3 T ?) B e i wor o
those magnificent buildings in the palaces of the Tang, such as 3 0:\ %; 7 i - % : n é:/ éL
the Hall of Everlasting Life and the Risan Palace, do not com})ér? W "é‘]’ 2 7)) “ = ﬁé & Z;) 2
with this palace in Mount Penglai. What a beautiful place this is! '/C\ i ‘]5 L 3)0 - R 3 %( E
(Approaching the palace) Looking around inside the palace, there - % 72 T » 1 < ﬁ ”é =
is a hall bearing the sign, “Taizhen,” just as that person told me. I ? Iz ° ,i I 5 j? B n bZ:
will wait around in this hall and survey the place. * n I _é\ f’E : g 2
7S L
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story
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2. Taoist Wizard Meets Imperial Consort Yang

SR TS A
e T FS HIH o5
=R O S B S I

V]
T
= > - NEZAN A
The wizard hears a woman’s voice coming from within the palace, so he % ;i?[. %\ @ i&‘ ?% % Z‘Z,; ;; ﬁ % s
announces himself as a messenger of the Emperor of Tang and asks if 5 t, W n & S ;z 2 & N M &
Princess Jade is in the palace. Knowing who he is, Yang, who is in the palace, 1% Iz B o ¥ L % T XY 2 %
draws up a rattan blind and peers outside. Seeing Yang, the wizard is struck ° 7 1k ‘< g ‘f\ A D 1 = 5 P &
by her beauty. gﬂ? % %?J i 752 " g gf)) % % LL) s fi?/’ ‘%
S B LE| HweHE TrE 7

Yang How quiet and desolate this palace is. How quiet and desolate a2 il % D 23 \ = RN i #

/S

this palace is. [A few schools include these phrases] In the past, % 2% L - 8 5 2 oy P I N

at the Risan Palace, I enjoyed the beautiful flowers of spring with J): % 7o fifi Z ¥ E oz J:\ Wi

Emperor Xuanzong. But the law of this world is impermanence. ')\ H, i T ¥ 7 b % A é =+

In this palace on Mount Penglai, alone do I gaze at the autumn Q’ g‘% El ; ‘QI EES % E E;

moon, desolate. Without noticing it, the tears flow down and N F fé % { %l‘ % l}l S ZIE‘ 0':')

dampen r‘ny sleeves. It looks like the moon is weeping with me. ) ¥ 5') O (7 Y Vi

Alas, I miss those olden days. ES) L = (D (54 it O

oy o k@l % ff

Wizard  Excuse me, could someone assist me? / I humbly speak to who- 9 77 70 I SE ,‘f._), J: L )

ever resides in this palace. [A few schools include these phrases] A f{é L ;Ié e % L( % E‘% @C’ }f

Taoist wizard has come to this palace as a messenger of the Tang % ? Eil % % O Ve " =

Emperor. May I ask if Princess Jade (Imperial Consort Yang) is in l E 1;% ¥ S RS J:o % 1'1:;

this palace? L ~ f‘é 9 jEjl: H - _ oo

DR ~ B @ - 5k

Yang What did you say? A messenger of the emperor? Why are U: 7 Lji o N %K i ﬁa

you here? So saying, Yang pulls aside a many-layered, flower- B zc) - %‘% Vo ? *&L 1% —+ 3::

embroidered fabric screen and raises a beautiful blind. D & ° N -

7 D DN 3 g

g (T 5 45 Y n @

Wizard  Look at her standing there, % ° g °x N A

g s ) i 2%
Lig z D = BoF g 5
Yang the locks of hair beside her ears trailing like wisps of cloud, % ; Iﬂj:] %‘j}; Z;Z ﬁ I in| é;-
NI - 2. \_‘ >

® I S w A

% S - B 5 S

753 ‘f\\ O) %}% b ~ RS
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story ¥ % cji: . :tizgé ¥
Wizard  her face is like a flower.
BB £ :
, i B ik B 5 5k Hi
Yang and Wizard X i /=S I B SN v 13
Her eyes reflect melancholy and loneliness, holding back tears. Iz D L\ GC\ = g )y it
% L o3 D
Reciters  She looks like a pear blossom, wet with rain. She looks like a Bf % fife Ic RN %
pear blossom, wet with rain. Not even the scarlet water lilies that ?: iﬁ ?:) 7 v V)\
bloom in the pond made by Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty, not 75 H L z'
even the lush green willow trees growing in Weiyang Palace (the X g; o) &
palace of Emperor Gaozu of Han) can compare with her beauty. Vg = 7 5
No wonder those well-dressed, beautiful consorts in His Majesty’s < v &

T USUATUIINASE) TR
IR S T e

ST ,ASTA o AN IS @EEIT S A ) ST 5 O 0k & e ¥ §F 9 el

HOR L ACESTRAROY

A THERSHE  FOESICTNIIPRY

D
5
M/
S
D
. %) {'f |73} Z
palace were upstaged by her (could not compete with her). No # r
wonder they were upset with her presence (could not compete % Z Vel
with her). 7 5 )
7t ° A -
b Za 5
A fﬁ 5
. . . . T~ % )
3. The Wizard Requests that Yang Provide him with a Memento 3 %
o | R VRIS D
The Taoist wizard asks Imperial Consort Yang to provide him with a me- s 5 ~ & "
, & W g
mento that he can give to the emperor as proof that he has seen her. Although - n 3 e 5
Yang gives him her hairpin, the wizard asks her to tell him some conversation fiE < I ,c[}: e
she had with the emperor, rather than receiving such a common object as v L
a hairpin, as proof of his meeting her. Yang agrees and reveals the vow of g
[

everlasting love between the emperor and herself.

Ao oS BEUSSO B (LS ) AT M S SR | oone (b4 —IF

N
e

Wizard  Please allow me to tell you. [I will humbly tell you the message
from His Majesty.] Even during the time that Lady Yang was alive,

R (
) OORRMBEEE S ovarEnt o’

His Majesty neglected his political duties. After your death, his
neglect is even worse. He spends every day lamenting that he lost
you, so much so that his very life is in danger. As such, following
His Majesty’s orders [following His Majesty’s order to at least

(it

TGN

determine the whereabouts of Imperial Consort Yang’s spirit],

NECEN T FCHAOIRFEIUASCIR-FEE AT AT SS THS  To0w

PRGN MR EIIEOCS O T TR E R
BN
¥
FEARPNSA [ CROES (FHOHHMOE) Bl CRIONES B uITHHS

F U FES DN (SIS (ST BABRRIDE) T T
B S OSBRI ORTHNFEIA SN THAAS OB T HNIES A

Sh O el g T
REANOY B A (

I have searched for you and met you. All of this has happened
because of His Majesty’s bottomless love for you. I cannot stop
feeling sorry for His Majesty.

BESR— LY A < thag‘%cnm -4 - http:// www.the-noh.com
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) i
he realm of mortals, and now I look . - A B
Y As you say, | have departed t ‘ - -, CON =5 G VN = 4 :
e miserable and as fragile as a dew drop. I sincerely appreciate that 4 fite ¥ 7 14)) — E z W ,L>)1 T b P PRe]
. h a 75 7})) L 3} A z/L o > - 7}, cs— zf)
His Majesty’s love for me is so deep that he would send you suc S R < N A ) S M SV W& S IS 5 L
long way to search out the whereabouts of such a faint spirit, but b %— é b Z Z ” ; A T ?)) i)o) % 7% "3}
his love merely increases my pain and sadness. I even resent t4haF j/L n o N N ;E 9 i ‘ﬁ’; A ‘% % ) -
someone might occasionally visit me and inquire after me. Mlssflngl 13 3 z2 n %—5 {% }C 3) /5\ s u = b 3
. . I ~ . . N g -
my beloved emperon | hed tears Remembering olden times, fec SO S S A S S 5 <
as if my sadness will make my spirit vanish. b }:? =z i oo 5 & 7; l:]:) . \% g‘\
il . ° a3 H
mmedi b O I B : o
Wizard I cannot stay here. I have to return to my country 1mmed1atelyfand & j; Ic 1Bz % 2 F’ gf) % 7/§ b\ 3
report to His Majesty. Would you please give me a memento of our % SR O > ia{ g g: B 3wy 9
~ o - o
meeting? EJ[E: ,‘l;I:T, ; 1%% 7% 3 ¥ A d;% ;‘3 % H %
, | VA D i %
Yang This is something I had when I lived in the realm of mortals. . %TE E 75: ?i_ 2 N P 'b[_; ‘{)j:é\ h ¥ W 1H:
i I take this beautiful jade hairpin out of my hair and give N s N r °© VoD { '3' {47} fc‘.”
Saying so, n 0 M % T RN g B
it to the wizard. VA + %‘ io) 3 »ox % n
b H ] I oy =z 7
. : found =) 3] = s /LS n
Wizard  Unfortunately, that is something that al‘lyone ?ould ‘have }cl)ut . ‘% + FO% n%! + }”rﬁ’ ki 3 E’
anywhere. This hairpin might not convince His Majesty tha z H El“ F D V)\ < & L % L
seen you. If you remember any words that you exchanged privately 7% % < oD ﬁy =2 A ?‘ S ~ L
with His Majesty, I could bring them back with me as proof. E N A B H;E f;r‘ﬁ % 1'7% f(: Z VC\
N = wme = S xS
; R s 9 X i3
Yang That makes sense. I recall that on the night of July 7, we talked F 4 ﬂ fb ;';)j j; H oz 2 %C oD
i > M 3 > -
about two stars, Vega and Altair, ﬂi %% % % L 5‘5’( 5 &k Z B fﬁ
‘ & = w
. . . - ViR T; L N o
Reciters and we promised that “In the sky, we will be a pair of birds who Iz % zf—? : ¥ zb\ B
ec . th, we will be a pair of b = 2 Vil L FzOH ¢ D
always fly together in tandem. On earth, i d n — n 2 T k RO NN <
intertwined trees, our branches always touching” Give these words e [F 7} = ! ; 3“"3 21 2 :
to His Majesty secretly. We exchanged this vow when we were N 1z E *E 5 A 't‘ 'I TP ég PN
intimate, and this is the first time I have revealed it to anyone. W § %“% 3] F L o L 2 Ej
) N . ey
ing of thi ' s % ) S LS
king of this vow, the tears start to flow. ) S 7 13
Speaking 3 T % £ 5 7 ML 2R3
53
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story

In this world, in this world, life and death change places as we
repeat the cycle of transmigration. Therefore, although we made
such a strong vow to one another, my body was buried in a field
of Mawei, and my spirit was transported to a palace in this land

of the sages. As one of a pair of inseparable birds, I miss my

mate. [ sleep by myself, alone and lonely. The branches of one of
the intertwined trees have rotten and instantly changed color.
However, if His Majesty still loves me, just as in our olden days,
then I believe that someday we will be reunited. I rely on my belief
and wait for that day to come. Please tell him so.

4. Yang Performs a Melancholy Dance and Parts with the Wizard

Detaining the wizard who is trying to return, Imperial Consort Yang offers to
show him a scene from an evening party in the past. She dances to the tune of
Rainbow Skirts and Feather Robes (Nishang yuyi qu). After she has finished
her dance, the wizard returns to his world, taking with him Yang’s hairpin.
Imperial Consort Yang crumples to the floor of the palace in the land of the

sages.

Wizard  Iam leaving now. I would be very happy if I could take you back
with me.

Yang I grew thin from my love for the emperor. If I part with you now, I
do not know when I will ever be able to see you again. Wait a few
minutes, and I will show you a scene from an evening party in the
past.
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story

Reciters It was the time when, at a moonlight party at the Risan Palace, to
the tune of Rainbow Skirts and Feather Robes (Nishang yuyi qu)...

Yang I performed a dance, with that hairpin stuck in my hair. Saying so,

Reciters  she picks up the hairpin again,

Yang puts it in her hair, and lifts up her sleeves.

Reciters  Oh, the dance to the tune of Rainbow Skirts and Feather Robes.
Oh, the dance to the tune of Rainbow Skirts and Feather Robes.
Remembering that time, the tears flow from my eyes and dampen

my sleeves.

[On-stage costume change]
Yang dresses herself for the dance.

Yang It was all merely playing, like something that happens in a dream.
Reciters  It’s like the dance of a fragile butterfly.

[Iroe]
A series of movements in a short dance performed with music.
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story

Yang

Reciters

Yang

Reciters

Yang

Reciters

Looking back into the distant past, we cannot determine the time
at which living beings began.

Thinking of future transmigrations, living beings repeat the cycle
of birth and death, with no end in sight.

However, in the twenty-five worlds in which living beings transmi-
grate through birth and death, there is no escape from the rule that
anyone who is born must die one day.

Even in the heavenly realms, there are the Five Marks of
Decrepitude. Even on the continent of Uttarakuru, one of the four
continents surrounding Mount Sumeru, where the inhabitants are
said to live for a thousand years, their lives still come to an end
after one thousand years.

Especially in this Saha world (this Jambu continent in the south),
death may come to you at any time, regardless of your age...

which is the saddest thing.

I used to be a sage residing in a heavenly realm, but because of my
karma, I was temporarily reborn in the realm of human beings,
where the Yang clan raised me with care. When I still knew no one,
Emperor Xuanzong heard about me, called me upon, and made
me his imperial consort. He promised that we would live together
a long time and be buried in the same tomb once we both died.
However, our karmic connection has been broken. Now, I have
returned alone to this Mount Penglai, where I live in desolation.
How pitiful and fleeting is my existence. But today I happened to
meet you. Softly tell His Majesty about the painful story of our
olden days.
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story

Yang Even so, recalling those times, I feel bitter about my current state.

Reciters  On the night of July 7, His Majesty and I, lying together in bed,
exchanged a vow that we would stay together forever, but now
that is all in vain. Even after only staying together for a single
night, a man and woman miss each other when they are apart.

So for we who have been intimate for many years, the separation
means so much more... If there were no such thing as separation
in this world, I would want to stay with him for thousands and
millions of years. But there are things that no one can avoid. That
is the meaning of “those who meet must also part” Meeting is
itself the beginning of separation.

Shall I dance to the tune of Rainbow Skirts and Feather Robes?

[jo-no-mai]
Extremely slow dance accompanied by Japanese flute, small and large hand

drums, and a drum.

Yang Rarely do I dance to the tune of Rainbow Skirts and Feather
Robes,

Reciters  and the swinging of my sleeves reveals the feelings of my heart,
reveals the feelings of my heart.

Yang The old love story I miss,

Reciters  The old love story I miss. Were I to tell the whole story, it would
take many months and years. Taking with him the memento of
my hairpin and saying words of farewell, the Taoist wizard has left
for the capital city.
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Y6 Kihi (Imperial Consort Yang) Story

Yang Alas. Alas.

Reciters I will never again lay eyes upon His Majesty in this world.
Although everything happened in the transient world, how I
long for those days of yore. The moment of separation was short
and fragile. So saying, Imperial Consort Yang, crying, crumples
to the floor of the palace in the land of the sages.
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Yo Kihi (imperial Consort Yang)

Synopsis

The Chinese Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty cannot forget his concubine,
Imperial Consort Yang (Yang Guifei; in Japanese, Yo Kihi), who was killed during the An
Lushan Rebellion. He therefore orders a Taoist wizard in his service to find the location of
Yang’s spirit. Making full use of the mystic powers of Taoism, the wizard reaches the palace
on Mount Penglai and hears of Yang’s whereabouts from an inhabitant of the realm. When he
arrives at Taizhen Hall, to which he has been directed, Imperial Consort Yang appears.

The wizard tells Yang about the deep grief of Emperor Xuanzong and asks her to give him
something as proof that he has contacted her. Yang agrees to his request and tries to give him a
hairpin that she is wearing. However, the wizard asks her to tell him some private conversation
she had with the emperor, because the hairpin is a very common object that might not be
convincing proof of their meeting. She then tells him about a vow, taken by her and the
emperor, to be eternal mates (“In the sky, we will be a pair of birds who always fly together in
tandem. On earth, we will be a pair of intertwined trees, our branches always touching.”) That
was the vow exchanged between Imperial Consort Yang and Emperor Xuanzong on the night
of the Star Festival, when they swore their eternal love to the stars Altair and Vega.

Yang then laments that her unfortunate death has forced her to part from the emperor. She
dances nostalgically to the memory of her days lived for love. Holding her hairpin, the Taoist
wizard returns to the realm of mortals, and Yang is left alone, sitting in the palace on Mount
Penglai.
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Highlight

The protagonist of this play is Imperial Consort Yang (Yang Guifei; in Japanese, Y6 Kihi) of
China’s Tang Dynasty, whose name, even today, is synonymous with unparalleled beauty. And
the stage is set in the palace on Mount Penglai, which according to Chinese legend, is an island
located in the realm of sages, that is, the Taoist immortals. The story begins when a Taoist
wizard, a master of the mystical arts, having received the order of Emperor Xuanzong to find
his beloved consort Yang, visits her in the land of sages where she resides after her death. This
setting makes this piece unique among those classified as Mugen-Noh (“Noh of Illusions” in
the Third Group Noh), as a monk encounters a ghost (or spirit) in this world. The source for
the storyline is “Song of Everlasting Sorrow” (Chang hen ge), a Chinese epic poem composed
by Bai Juyi (772-846) during the Tang Dynasty, in which Bai recounts the tragic love story of
Emperor Xuanzong and Imperial Consort Yang. The later-half of the poem is woven into this
play. In order to fully appreciate this drama, it is helpful to know some historical background
about Imperial Consort Yang and her death. Let us introduce some information, based on the
first half of “Song of Everlasting Sorrow.”

Imperial Consort Yang (719-756) was born into the Yang clan of Shu Prefecture and given
the name Yang Yuhuan. Her parents died when she was very young, and she was adopted by
her uncle. Her incredible beauty led to her marriage to Li Mao, the Prince of Shou and the
eighteenth son of Emperor Xuanzong (685-762, the ninth emperor of the Tang Dynasty).
However, Emperor Xuanzong was captivated by her beauty and arranged for her to become his
own concubine. As Yang became the emperor’s favorite, her family members started to assume
key positions in the Tang government. One of them was her cousin, Yang Guozhong (?-756).
Yang Guozhong became chancellor and wielded great influence, but eventually he came into
severe conflict with a military officer, An Lushan (705-757), who was adopted as an heir by
Imperial Consort Yang. As the result of this conflict, An Lushan rebelled against the Tang
Dynasty. Under attack from An Lushan’s forces, Emperor Xuanzong had to flee the capital,
Chang’an, along with Imperial Consort Yang and Yang Guozhong. When the group arrived
in Mawei, the imperial army escorting the emperor killed Yang Guozhong, accusing him of
fomenting An Lushan’s rebellion. The army then pressed the emperor to order the execution
of Imperial Consort Yang. In the end, Emperor Xuanzong was compelled to order that Yang be
strangled to death. “Song of Everlasting Sorrow” describes the events after the rebellion had
been put down and the emperor, in deep grief, ordered the Taoist wizard to find the spirit of
Imperial Consort Yang. These events are the basis of this Noh play.

We may wonder why the spirit of Imperial Consort Yang is residing in the land of the
sages. The probable explanation is that she had renounced the world and become a Taoist nun
before being engaged as the concubine of Emperor Xuanzong. This step was taken because the
emperor did not want to flagrantly wrest away his own son’s wife. As a Taoist nun, Yang took
the name Taizhen which, in this Noh play, is also the name of the hall she resides in.

The chanting and dance convey the elegance, sophistication, loneliness, and quietude
vividly depicted in the theme of this piece, the deep bond of love between Imperial Consort
Yang and Emperor Xuanzong and their feelings of profound sorrow upon being separated
from each other. Knowing this historical background, the play is all the more fascinating.
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Yo Kihi (imperial Consort Yang)

Schools All five

Category The Third group Noh, kazura-mono

Author Komparu Zenchiku

Subject Chang hen ge (Song of Everlasting Sorrow)

Season Autumn (August in the lunar calendar)

Scenes Palace on Mount Penglai in the land of the sages

Tsukurimono A palace

Characters Shite Spirit of Imperial Consort Yang (Yang Guifei)

Waki Taoist wizard
Ai A resident of the land of the sages

Masks Shite Wakaonna, Ko-omote, Z6 etc.

Costumes Shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), karaori (a short-sleeved outer kimono for
female characters) worn in tsubo-ori style, kitsuke / surihaku (a short-sleeved
kimono worn as the innermost layer of the costume of a female character),
hakama in 6kuchi-style (scarlet), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan. Wears tengan (crown
for celestial beings and female court ladies), during the costume change on
stage.

Waki sobatsugi (lined happi-style kimono with no sleeves, worn by warriors or
Chinese heroes), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by
male characters), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan

Ai Naga-kamishimo (a long-sleeved kimono worn with a sleeveless robe and a pair
of hakama trousers with trailing hems)

Number of scenes One

Length About 1 hour and 40 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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