Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Kanze School

—Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following
story therefore introduces two styles of dialogues, referring to the current utaibon (book of

lyrics and musical notation) used in Kanze School, Hosho School and Komparu School.

Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different

Kyogen schools.

— This part from Utaibon in Kanze School.

1. Benkei’s Retainer Stops Benkei From Going Out at Night

Benkei intends to visit Gojo Tenjin Shrine for Ushi-no-koku Mode*. However,
his retainer stops him because a boy appears and attacks people with free and
unexpected movements on the bridge at Gojo.

*Ushi-no-koku Mode: A form of worship that requires offering prayers at a shrine during the

Hour of the Ox (between one to three o'clock in the morning) in order to fulfill a vow.

Benkei = The man before you is Musashibo Benkei, living by the West
Pagoda of Mount Hiei. To fulfill my vow, I have been going to pray
at Gojo Tenjin Shrine for Ushi-no-koku Mode. Today is my last day
to go pray there, and I am just about to leave.

Is anyone around?

Retainer of Benkei

At your command, my master.

Benkei  I'will visit Gojo Tenjin Shrine to offer prayers. Bear that in mind.
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Kanze School

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Reciters

Certainly. But there is something I must inform you.

In the middle of last night, when I walked past the Gojo Bridge,
a young boy around the age of twelve or thirteen was randomly
slashing passersby with his small sword. He moved about swiftly,
like a butterfly or a bird. Please refrain from visiting the shrine
tonight.

You are speaking nonsense. Even if he is a demon or an ogre, he
alone cannot fight against a large number of people. Why have the
people not surrounded and beaten him?

Although many people crowded around him, he mysteriously
escaped from the siege and none of his opponents could come
close to him.

Even though we came close to him,

he moved

Benkei and Retainer

at lightning speed.

He must have some divine power beyond our intelligence. He

is such a mystery. He must have some divine power beyond our
intelligence. If you encounter this monstrous, mysterious boy,
mighty as you are, you might be killed. Although Kyoto is a large
city full of many people, no one can fight better than him. He is

really a mystery.
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2. Benkei Decides to Go to Gojo Bridge 0)\ %)E 2 Z I% g
e # B F T \» Z W = N
At first, Benkei concurs with his retainer’s advice and refrains from going W3 E b 9 H n = A Ea
out, but his confidence in his strength leads him to change his mind. He £} ﬁﬁf fD 5 = ) A 7 L\ 3/': %
decides to defeat the mysterious manslayer and waits for nightfall. L 5 e e °Z ‘5 D
<L # ST S0 B B’we g
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Benkei  Isee. Well, then, tonight I will not go to the shrine in the middle H fp % F 4 s A VA .
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of night. - S e o omur w24 <
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Wait a minute. A mighty man like this Benkei should never be é ) §‘§ (B B o0 J254 E::F It &
intimidated and run away because of a rumor. When the night Z % ZE W E o %‘ 73} 15 L&) %
grows late, I will go to the bridge and defeat the manslayer. Iz h Eg ) f? f; i)i J:il: 7 L R
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Reciters  So says Benkei, and in no time at all, evening has come. In no time e i TﬁZ\‘ = I v = A
at all, evening has come. The clouds in the sky look different, and 5 % n ST & AN %
fierce winds are blowing. Benkei has been waiting eagerly for the é D ¥ 153 Z /ﬁiﬁ Wz )
night to grow late. Z E % - 2 x4 L il
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Benkei’s retainer appears and explains that although at first Benkei decided ‘f,) &\ % W Zﬁ E
not to go to the shrine tonight because of the story of the manslayer, he - S n b ¥ ;b;
changed his mind and decided to go after all. A ;—g i \% 12 5
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3-2. Men from Kyoto Appear Who Have Escaped the Manslayer’s Attack é\ ?:jl:" ; {%‘ E'T“:" Z E— ﬁ
] 5 %A fF 7 #, T H» % L3 A
A resident of Kyoto (omo-ai) appears, calling for help. Then, one man from O i s %, 2% S £ @ & il :; 03
Kyoto (ado-ai) after another appears, comforting the man who escaped and IOD D ok 2% D En p)\ 5 F % A b
asking him for the details of the incident. Omo-ai mentions that he encoun- t A B ° 0 G % - n Z)O # \_/ i
tered the manslayer on the Gojo Bridge and managed to escape. Ado-ai says ;ESC @ # ? 35‘: 71??; %‘é D ;I’% ;C) > H: g’j; g
that the manslayer must be Ushiwaka, who is trying to slash one thousand 23 J‘;— i\ 2’; % " E < 2z F fil ¥ L
men. He lies, joking that omo-ai must have had his back slashed. Omo-ai 5 N % L ~ IE, &) zZ 7 B T 1=
becomes irate, but ado-ai scares him even more before leaving. Frightened A 1] 50 12 W L n * r 4 b < 6
omo-ai turns pale and runs after ado-ai. BA & op) A=+ 1w 2 K Sz - n D
D ok L0 i oo kL A
1t & % e b ; 2 2 o B
4. Ushiwaka Appears on the Gojo Bridge g % ig i!ﬁ[ gz E E ;)) ﬁ: Féﬂ 2 53_[;

D 3 R °
Ushiwaka appears on the Gojo Bridge and delivers a monologue about tonight "1: J:‘ 75‘ 52\% {f %)T A 73() i 7 7%) g
being the last night for him to slay people, as tomorrow he will take vows and 70 % i ) A % :b 5 i ® i= ) <
renounce this world. He then lays in wait for a passerby. I2) 3 J): B P % 72) h 7 a8 3

ST E » 1111

xR b < e * = N

| o —_— 20N S 7] A

Ushiwaka I, Ushiwaka, will obey my mother’s strict instructions and tomor- & N = 7 = H r T H -

row, take vows and renounces this world. This is my last night of 2 e n Loz Iz 7 o\ £ E

worldly matters. Standing on the Gojo Bridge, with the waves on i P D E3 X 1% 4 %5 D A1l

the river, I wait for the moon that will soon rise and shine upon 1;}5 _% % ?: é =5 g i ﬁ D

them. > _lé‘ s 23 70 I ’%‘ ﬁ ;C\ B

£ ) 3 o4 2 »E w9

The waves tell that perhaps an evening storm is approaching. /V X 72} H B é A D A

Soon, the evening winds of autumn will start to blow. 5:‘/ %{ g g% f;i\ Z '{; 2 ‘0 é ’f

T g P

Reciters ~ What an interesting view. What an interesting view. I am unsettled E% ‘?Z ﬁ:o %fa 1% ﬁ;)ﬂ /7; ﬁ i% :};

and nervous. The cresting pearly waves look like dew drops, s g 3 L o= = E o 51

reminding me of the hue of evening glory. I stomp loudly on the IS 9 ?g g X x 3% 3

planks of the Gojo Bridge. Quietly the night advances, and I am % = ° D ;5; 5 F IF 7?'?

waiting for passersby. I am waiting for passersby. . B £ N i 7 T N
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Benkei arms himself. He i iving at the Gojo Bridge. ro3 & ) 4 e HH A N " B Fi "
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Kanze School

Ushiwaka

Benkei

Ushiwaka

Benkei

Reciters

Winds travel over the river, and I feel the whiff of deep night. No
one is crossing the bridge ... disappointed, I will rest.

Benkei  Taking no notice of Ushiwaka, Benkei roughly stomps on the
bridge.

Ushiwaka As soon as Ushiwaka sees Benkei, he lights up. How delightful!
There is a passerby. He pulls a thin woman’s kimono (thin, white
kosode type kimono) over his head and stands at the side of the
bridge.

Benkei  Finding Ushiwaka, Benkei...

|Tachimawari]

A series of short movements which describe Benkei finding a stranger and
trying to identify the person.

considers speaking to the person, but looking closely, sees that it
is a woman. I have taken vows and renounced the world, so I must
not ... with hesitation, he passes by.

Ushiwaka will make fun of Benkei. When Benkei passes by,
Ushiwaka kicks the tip of Benkei’s long-handled sword.

What do you think you are doing, you idiot! I'll give you a lesson!

Re-gripping the long-handled sword immediately, re-gripping the
long-handled sword immediately, I will show you how strong I am.
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Kanze School

Ushiwaka

Reciters

Benkei attacks Ushiwaka with his long-handled sword. However,
Ushiwaka calmly regains his balance, removes the woman’s kimono
from his head, and slowly unsheathes his sword. Hitting the tip

of his sword against Benkei’s, parrying back and forth, he fights.
What is this, what has happened? All of a sudden, Ushiwaka rushes
at Benkei like lightning, quickly and repetitively slashing Benkei.
The mighty Benkei is unable to fight back. He retreats 4 to 5 yards,
stunned.

He is pretentious, this unskilled child. He is pretentious, this
unskilled child. It is impossible that I, an expert warrior, would
fail to defeat one little boy. Benkei pushes out the hilt of his long-
handled sword and checks his grip upon it, runs toward Ushiwaka,
and sharply slashes him. However, Ushiwaka turns around and
jumps lightly to the right. Benkei grips his sword again and swipes
at Ushiwaka’s feet, but Ushiwaka jumps up, pulling his feet off the
ground. When Benkei slashes in the air, Ushiwaka ducks, his head
touching the ground. Although Benkei tries to slash him many
times, Ushiwaka finally knocks Benkei’s long-handled sword to
the ground. Benkei tries to tackle Ushiwaka, but Ushiwaka slashes
Benkei away with his sword and does not let Benkei touch him.
Benkei can do nothing more. The hopeless Benkei is startled and
pinned there. How rare he is, this strong boy.

How mysterious. Would you tell me who you are? Although you
are still young, you are extremely strong. Please tell me who you
are.

To tell the truth, I am Minamoto no Ushiwaka.

Oh, so you must be a son of Lord Yoshitomo.
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Kanze School

Ushiwaka Tell me who you are.

Reciters I am Musashibo Benkei, a monk from the West Pagoda.

Introducing themselves to each other, introducing themselves to
each other, Benkei says, “I surrender. Please forgive me. [ am a
monk. Considering your official rank, origin, and strength, I believe
you would be an excellent master for me to serve. You might think
I am reckless, but I believe this is the opportunity to form a fateful
bond that will endure for three lifetimes. From now on, you are

my master and I am your subordinate” And so Benkei makes a
forceful promise. He helps Ushiwaka put on his kimono, puts his
long-handled sword over his shoulder and they now go together to
Ushiwaka’s house in Kujo.
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Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following e Eile ﬁ 7 oI N
story therefore introduces two styles of dialogues, referring to the current utaibon (book of , - %35 oi &; E %:Iijz ?ﬁ‘ % j I A
lyrics and musical notation) used in Kanze School, Hoshd School and Komparu School. @ & *EF] by *‘L’ - ,7; Iz D = EI & B (F
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Sections highlighted in represent variations in phrasing according to different B Vi ﬂ 26 Hﬁ % a ;IB ) 8 & & E_.:E: —
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1. Benkei’s Retainer Stops Benkei From Going Out at Night £ fit db = 5 %ﬂ I+ jl:li ;: Wik 2'5
I A A B b=z |k
Benkei intends to visit Kitano Tenmanga Shrine for Ushi-no-koku Mode *. SI:H Iz c;— F 23 ;C -3 —9: & % 2
However, his retainer stops him because a boy appears and attacks people 'ES E % H]” H % g " ~
with free and unexpected movements on the bridge at Gojo. < B 41 L 5
W fE 3 > 17 Vi
*Ushi-no-koku Mode: A form of worship that requires offering prayers at a shrine during the i N l:tﬁ E:‘.:;—_.F j\ z e 0_)
Hour of the Ox (between one to three o'clock in the morning) in order to fulfill a vow. j; gég ﬁ ~ g‘é ‘ﬁ— ﬁlf ;)T;_E
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L # w ) % S 7
Benkei ~ The man before you is Musashibo Benkei, living in Kitadani, the < B T & Sk 5
West Pagoda of Mount Hiei. I have something to pray for and have Vo % Lé:: 3] % ROGE
undertaken a seven-day retreat at Jizen-ji Temple in Higashiyama. F %_Eu5 R ]‘% %
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

From tonight, I will start visiting Kitano Tenmanga Shrine] for
Ushi-no-koku Mode. Come with me.

Certainly. However, I would humbly advise you against visiting the
shrine tonight.

Why on earth should I not go?

In the middle of last night, when I walked past the Gojo Bridge,
a small boy around the age of twelve or thirteen was randomly
slashing passersby with his small sword. He moved about swiftly,
like a butterfly or a bird. Please do not suppose this is a trifling
matter. I believe you should be careful.

He may be as fast as a butterfly or a bird, but how could he single-
handedly fight against a large number of people? Why did they not
surround him and beat him?

Although many people crowded around him, he mysteriously
escaped from the siege and none of his opponents could come

close to him.

Even though no one could come close to him, if people continu-

ously attacked him, he must have been defeated.

When we tried to slash him, he quickly fell to the ground and
escaped.

When men surrounded him,
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School ' né: % % = ' =
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Retainer he drove them away. &
b Z i i A 1k H 15|
Benkei Even though we came close to him, > n fgj\ A En ﬁ Iz %3 F E Eg t‘)‘
x 72 L % o % 5 ) { 1
Retainer he moved ES) n (1)) AR i 7 & 9
73 ?z Lo g WLz 2 °
- ~ Z o S °
Benkei and Retainer Z A 7 2 g 7;; ;}‘1‘3 ;)C
o 7 3 17 2 A
at lightning speed. N i 5 A < 5 D
=) D D z )
Reciters He must have some divine power beyond our intelligence. He ) H /72 A & P NERVRN /N
is such a mystery. He must have some divine power beyond our ES D fF o %= Sl
El Zl 2t (5
intelligence. If you encounter this monstrous, mysterious boy, o A el *R Z‘: 4 Z‘:
= - Al A)
mighty as you are, you might be killed. Although Kyoto is a large .n(El;‘ ° ¥ =1 =S s
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city full of many people, no one can fight better than him. He is 1 % El 2% n: %;
really a mystery. Jas i)i % %E n 7z
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1k il SR A
Do . ¥ D RO
2. Benkei Decides to Go to Gojo Bridge 2 % s %
z T b il
At first, Benkei concurs with his retainer’s advice and refrains from going out, L ) %3 Z
but his confidence in his strength leads him to change his mind. He decides Iz 5 ° 7
to defeat the mysterious manslayer and waits for nightfall. }]:/ 0&) C%B i
I D
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School

Benkei ~ Wait a minute. A mighty man like this Benkei should never be
intimidated and run away because of a rumor. When the night
grows late, I will go to the bridge and defeat the manslayer.

Reciters  So says Benkei, and in no time at all, evening has come. In no time
at all, evening has come. The clouds in the sky look different, and
fierce winds are blowing. Benkei has been waiting eagerly for the
night to grow late.

[Interlude]

3-1. Benkei’s Retainer Explains Developments

Benkei’s retainer appears and explains that although at first Benkei decided
not to go to the shrine tonight because of the story of the manslayer, he
changed his mind and decided to go after all.

3-2. Men from Kyoto Appear Who Have Escaped the Manslayer’s Attack

A resident of Kyoto (omo-ai) appears, calling for help. Then, one man from
Kyoto (ado-ai) after another appears, comforting the man who escaped and
asking him for the details of the incident. Omo-ai mentions that he encoun-
tered the manslayer on the Gojo Bridge and managed to escape. Ado-ai says
that the manslayer must be Ushiwaka, who is trying to slash one thousand
men. He lies, joking that omo-ai must have had his back slashed. Omo-ai
becomes irate, but ado-ai scares him even more before leaving. Frightened
omo-ai turns pale and runs after ado-ai.
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Reciters  Where do those clouds go? On an autumn evening, the howl of
stormy winds travel clearly around the skies.

What an interesting view. What an interesting view.  am

Sy

unsettled and nervous. The cresting pearly waves look like dew
drops, reminding me of the hue of evening glory. I stomp loudly
on the planks of the Gojo Bridge. Winds blow fiercely as the night

Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School Eal i % E T} /ﬁ'ﬁ
iT AR

4. Ushiwaka Appears on the Gojo Bridge g é?\ ; ,‘%_

~ Vs

% A I # <

Ushiwaka appears on the Gojo Bridge and delivers a monologue about = L = s 12 N &=
tonight being the last night for him to slay people, as tomorrow he will take EFS 4 = VA ¢ 54 i P)\
vows and renounce this world. He then lays in wait for a passerby. L 174 ': £ o0 U; e TR
< % = Z ”I K < () ;m
® . S Ko 1 m

&= e = -

Ushiwaka I, Ushiwaka, will obey my mother’s strict instructions and tomor- 2; F 1'3 L; L ;E £ty
row, take vows and renounces this world. This is my last night of iz T D VD) n 7z

worldly matters. With the waves on the river, I wait for the moon Ic i 7 = F3 gg

that will soon rise and shine upon them. 5 & W #
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grows late, while I am waiting for passersby. I am waiting for
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passersby.

5. Benkei Arms Himself and Arrives at the Gojo Bridge
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Benkei arms himself. He is an armed monk. He strides into the town of
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Kyoto with his large long-handled sword, arriving at the Gojo Bridge.
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School

Benkei  Atlast, the night has grown late. I have long awaited this mo-
ment. The tolling of the bell in the mountains speaks of how
time flies. Between the cedar trees, the moon rises and shines.
Under the moonlight, I wear my suit of black leather armor with
its low-hanging loin-guards. I grasp by the middle of my trusty
long-handled sword, which hangs from my shoulder. Steadily and
gallantly, Benkei strides out of the pagoda. Even the most dreadful
demon or ogre would not fight me face-to-face.  am proud of
myself. I can hardly wait to fight with one so skilled.

6. Benkei Duels with Ushiwaka and Surrenders to Him

On the bridge, Benkei encounters Ushiwaka, who is dressed in woman’s
attire. As a monk who has taken vows and renounced the world, Benkei tries
to avoid contact with Ushiwaka. Suddenly, Ushiwaka kicks Benkei’s long-
handled sword. The enraged Benkei fights with Ushiwaka, who deftly attacks
and throws Benkei. He knocks Benkei’s long-handed sword to the ground
and stops Benkei from wrestling with him. Finally, Benkei surrenders.
Learning that Ushiwaka is a son of Minamoto no Yoshitomo, the head of the
Genji Clan, Benkei asks Ushiwaka to become his master. They swear an oath

of master and subordinate and together go to Ushiwaka’s house in Kujo.

Ushiwaka Winds travel over the river, and I feel the whiff of deep night. No
one is crossing the bridge ... disappointed, I will rest.

Benkei  Taking no notice of Ushiwaka, Benkei stomps on the bridge
loudly and passes by alone.
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School

Ushiwaka

Benkei

[Iroe]

Benkei

Ushiwaka

Benkei

Reciters

As soon as Ushiwaka sees Benkei, he lights up. How delightful!
There is a passerby. He pulls a thin woman’s kimono (thin, white
kosode type kimono) over his head and stands at the side of the
bridge.

Finding Ushiwaka, Benkei...

A series of short movements which describe Benkei finding a stranger and
trying to identify the person.

considers speaking to the person, but looking closely, sees that
it is a woman. I have taken vows and renounced the world, so I
must not ... with hesitation, he passes by.

Ushiwaka will make fun of Benkei. When Benkei passes by,
Ushiwaka kicks the tip of Benkei’s long-handled sword.

What do you think you are doing, you idiot! I'll give you a lesson!

Re-gripping the long-handled sword immediately, re-gripping
the long-handled sword immediately, I will show you how strong
I am. Benkei attacks Ushiwaka with his long-handled sword.
However, Ushiwaka calmly regains his balance, removes the
woman’s kimono from his head, and slowly unsheathes his sword.
Hitting the tip of his sword against Benkei’s, parrying back and
forth, he fights. What is this, what has happened? All of a sudden,
Ushiwaka rushes at Benkei like lightning, quickly and repetitively
slashing Benkei. The mighty Benkei is unable to fight back. He
retreats 4 to 5 yards, stunned.
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hasho School

Ushiwaka

Reciters

Ushiwaka

Reciters

He is pretentious, this unskilled child. He is pretentious, this
unskilled child. It is impossible that I, an expert warrior, would
fail to defeat one little boy. Benkei pushes out the hilt of his
long-handled sword and checks his grip upon it, runs toward
Ushiwaka, and sharply slashes him. However, Ushiwaka turns
around and jumps lightly to the right. Benkei grips his sword
again and swipes at Ushiwaka’s feet, but Ushiwaka jumps up,
pulling his feet off the ground. When Benkei slashes in the

air, Ushiwaka ducks, his head touching the ground. Although
Benkei tries to slash him many times, Ushiwaka finally knocks
Benkei’s long-handled sword to the ground. Benkei tries to tackle
Ushiwaka, but Ushiwaka slashes Benkei away with his sword and
does not let Benkei touch him. Benkei can do nothing more. The
hopeless Benkei is startled and pinned there. How rare he is, this
strong boy.

How mysterious. Would you tell me who you are? Although you
are still young, you are extremely strong. Please tell me who you
are.

To tell the truth, I am Minamoto no Ushiwaka.

Oh, so you must be a son of Lord Yoshitomo.

Tell me who you are.

I am Musashibo Benkei, a monk from the West Pagoda.
Introducing themselves to each other, introducing themselves
to each other, Benkei says, “I surrender. Please forgive me. I am

a monk. Considering your official rank, origin, and strength, I
believe you would be an excellent master for me to serve. You
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Hashs School

might think I am reckless, but I believe this is the opportunity to
form a fateful bond that will endure for three lifetimes. From now
on, you are my master and I am your subordinate” And so Benkei
makes a forceful promise. He helps Ushiwaka put on his kimono,
puts his long-handled sword over his shoulder and they now go
together to Ushiwaka’s hous
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Benkei  From tonight, I will start going to Jazen-ji Temple to offer

prayers.

SNBSS Smil 1| L Fi IRt

Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Komparu school g g g \%175; i — * g/% >|;
D A = /lglllé
ialogues in this pi ite uni iffer from school to school. Th g A il :’% 1?; £
Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The Il’f 7 B + B O£ #
following story therefore introduces two styles of dialogues, referring to the current *ﬁ‘ ff‘g[] B 3) ;“_’1 ?FA D& D & i—:f é
utaibon (book of lyrics and musical notation) used in Kanze School, Hosho School and E ﬁﬁ %) L E} 1% Eb b:-\ ® Oé) ;’K t% E = §
Komparu School. D Iz gﬁ A *EF ' 3; D ol
S T ST T A A g & @ |2
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Komparu School

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Benkei

Retainer

Reciters

Please do not go to Juzen-ji Temple tonight.

Why on earth should I not go?

In the middle of last night, when I walked past the Gojo Bridge,
a young boy around the age of twelve or thirteen was randomly
slashing passersby with his small sword. He moved about swiftly,
like a butterfly or a bird.

Why have the people not beaten him?

When they tried to slash him, he drove them away and none of
them could come close to him.

Even though no one could come close to him, he alone could not
fight against a large number of people.

When men surrounded him, he mysteriously escaped from the
siege.

Even though we came close to him,
he moved at lightning speed.
He must have some divine power beyond our intelligence. He

is such a mystery. He must have some divine power beyond our
intelligence. If you encounter this monstrous, mysterious boy,
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Komparu School

mighty as you are, you might be killed. Although Kyoto is a large
city full of many people, no one can fight better than him. He is

really a mystery.

2. Benkei Decides to Go to Gojo Bridge

At first, Benkei concurs with his retainer’s advice and refrains from going
out, but his confidence in his strength leads him to change his mind. He
decides to defeat the mysterious manslayer and waits for nightfall.

Benkei  Isee. Well, then, tonight I will not go to the shrine in the middle
of night.

Retainer That makes sense.

Benkei ~ Wait a minute. A mighty man like this Benkei should never be
intimidated and run away because of a rumor. When the night
grows late, I will go to the bridge and defeat the manslayer.

Reciters  So says Benkei, and in no time at all, evening has come. In no time
at all, evening has come. The clouds in the sky look different, and
fierce winds are blowing. Benkei has been waiting eagerly for the
night to grow late.

[Interlude]
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Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge) Komparu School % 1/'— i i /Wﬁ /f % % %B = %) T'LF‘ =
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3-1. Benkei’s Retai Explains Devel t p NS
enkei’s Retainer Explains Developments fg %;L = {j&_ ;JF' % i: ; N B % "
i N 3 D
Benkei’s retainer appears and explains that although at first Benkei decided % 2 D E *= iy &5 = f; g Voo B
not to go to the shrine tonight because of the story of the manslayer, he = VA =3 P)\ 5 F =% A ? =1 ?61.: ?J
changed his mind and decided to go after all. A 7%5 % D T n %O %{‘ 7\5/ ‘EZ ‘L’E ii/j g
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> no e vz B E R
3-2. Men f Kyoto A Who Have E d the Mansl ’s Attack ﬁ 5 5 %‘ k {E‘[ 2] 2 Hj j'LJF =
-2. Men from Kyoto Appear Who Have Escaped the Manslayer’s Attac L S n 1®, z 7 N T f= 0 D
e % 2 z k4 b i PR R
A resident of Kyoto (omo-ai) appears, calling for help. Then, one man from = PR FS i 2 n D é 2]
Kyoto (ado-ai) after another appears, comforting the man who escaped and 2 H 72 Wi <t A E A =
asking him for the details of the incident. Omo-ai mentions that he encoun- - X jt ?) ;L F?% ﬂl!: 7'.7: Iz %T =
tered the manslayer on the Gojo Bridge and managed to escape. Ado-ai says gj i E w3 ? 9 . L »s %
that the manslayer must be Ushiwaka, who is trying to slash one thousand f% ) 7 < ==l © 7b£3 % 7- e
men. He lies, joking that omo-ai must have had his back slashed. Omo-ai D) % A » N T 5 < A
becomes irate, but ado-ai scares him even more before leaving. Frightened A J—‘P % 5 W € B < é D
omo-ai turns pale and runs after ado-ai. HH ) % P Hh 7 Va8 1
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4. Ushiwaka Appears on the Gojo Bridge =5 Iz r T *h = % %%
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Ushiwaka appears on the Gojo Bridge and delivers a monologue about N 5 A4 % D ! “g' %f\
tonight being the last night for him to slay people, as tomorrow he will take é e g i i D o
S N
vows and renounce this world. He then lays in wait for a passerby. 70 ]%\ ’Z‘ ﬁ ;C\ Hi Y
g A = D
Z3 ) bl %T x =
IN7d A}
H & %, A
Ushiwaka I, Ushiwaka, will obey my mother’s strict instructions and tomor- 5 Jht 7 9 I /7: s
row, take vows and renounces this world. This is my last night of i Q I é }E ¥ 758
worldly matters. With the waves on the river, I wait for the moon JLEN = 7 5 & :}; l‘g
that will soon rise and shine upon them. ggz g ‘/g: L )\ L\ =~ F
X = N 3
% v S 4o %
D X 5 € I & 2
% i} i 7 TN <
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Benkei

The waves are rough this evening. A storm will come in the night.

The autumn winds are howling. What an interesting view. What
an interesting view. I am unsettled and nervous. The cresting
pearly waves look like dew drops, reminding me of the hue of
evening glory. I stomp loudly on the planks of the Gojo Bridge.
Winds blow fiercely as the night grows late, while I am waiting for
passersby. I am waiting for passersby.

5. Benkei Arms Himself and Arrives at the Gojo Bridge

Benkei arms himself. He is an armed monk. He strides into the town of
Kyoto with his large long-handled sword, arriving at the Gojo Bridge.

At last, the night has grown late. I have long awaited this mo-
ment. The tolling of the bells of the three towers speaks of how
time flies. Between the cedar trees, the moon rises and shines.
Under the moonlight, I wear my suit of black leather armor with
its low-hanging loin-guards. I grasp by the middle of my trusty
long-handled sword, which hangs from my shoulder. Steadily and
gallantly, Benkei strides out of the pagoda. Even the most dreadful
demon or ogre would not fight me face-to-face. I am proud of
myself. I can hardly wait to fight with one so skilled.
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6. Benkei Duels with Ushiwaka and Surrenders to Him ~ L e N
0 F X ‘B o > I A R % &
On the bridge, Benkei encounters Ushiwaka, who is dressed in woman’s S B 5 ¢ B T & DD AR 4
> 2= pa) 2l y Ny L
attire. As a monk who has taken vows and renounced the world, Benkei tries £S =g 1z Z °Z 1 H3 il . fH 7 =
o avoid contact with Ushiwaka. Suddenly, Ushiwaka kicks Benkei’s long- i 11
o avoid h Ushiwaka. Suddenly, Ushiwaka kicks Benkef’s é\ e u B z A WK ’?\?%ijg &
handled sword. The enraged Benkei fights with Ushiwaka, who deftly attacks H E j’_); z Z ;C) g’\ T 1z Z ik fi B
and throws Benkei. He knocks Benkei’s long-handed sword to the ground - 5 I %‘ 3 2 1 { 7,;‘? 5 F & \:\
and stops Benkei from wrestling with him. Finally, Benkei surrenders. IF ¥ T ® Al ° W © S T ¥ % &
Learning that Ushiwaka is a son of Minamoto no Yoshitomo, the head of the < T ERRTS 6 W < ? Z)O iR &
Genji Clan, Benkei asks Ushiwaka to become his master. They swear an oath v 2 Kl D ES j: " T C)
of master and subordinate and together go to Ushiwaka’s house in Kujo. 3 Ggo ’?9 % l} -5 ’:‘f 1T 3
> = )
JTL =
. . . , . v # B % B3 Ew %
Ushiwaka Winds travel over the river, and I feel the whiff of deep night. No 9 > 3 L i FE 12 Fp v
one is crossing the bridge ... disappointed, I will stay at the side of 4 < S ¢ :2; w’)o (=
the bridge. 2> A & 7 Z % rmL,
Z % U i 7 A
Benkei  Taking no notice of Ushiwaka, Benkei stomps on the bridge D ﬁ v ) % F_ Z’o i'i 5
loudly and passes by alone. X %l‘; %\ % @ﬁ) EIE 5 f 7
) VRN £ E it B o\
Ushiwaka As soon as Ushiwaka sees Benkei, he lights up. How delightful! & NNEAN A % D 1T 9 5
< 5 9 3 \ D97
There is a passerby. He pulls a thin woman’s kimono (thin, white 2 2 P4 b JH = AN 5
kosode type kimono) over his head and stands at the side of the R < 7z e % R i r%
bridge. % L Fh A % i = )E
X fr I b LR
. Ao il 5 B O NS
Benkei  Finding Ushiwaka, Benkei... =z L 7 A VR4 SR
i T K . * S
o —~ Vo oo HE
[Iroe] = ¥ — VS #OMIC =
. . . . At ¥ A % romog S
A series of short movements which describe Benkei finding a stranger and V& D . = R B 1
trying to identify the person. T Fl {}]ZF k‘\ 7% i j_g 9
=~ ) 2= VA
3 ) X t IR R
. ] i 5 A
% E] Iz n DR oy
\ < aF Al SR AN
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Benkei

Reciters

considers speaking to the person, but looking closely, sees that it
is a woman. I have taken vows and renounced the world, so I must
not ... with hesitation, he passes by.

Ushiwaka will make fun of Benkei. When Benkei passes by,
Ushiwaka kicks the tip of Benkei’s long-handled sword.

What do you think you are doing, you idiot! I'll give you a lesson!

Re-gripping the long-handled sword immediately, re-gripping
the long-handled sword immediately, I will show you how strong
I am. Benkei attacks Ushiwaka with his long-handled sword.
However, Ushiwaka calmly regains his balance, removes the
woman'’s kimono from his head, and slowly unsheathes his sword.
Hitting the tip of his sword against Benkei’s, parrying back and
forth, he fights. What is this, what has happened? All of a sudden,
Ushiwaka rushes at Benkei like lightning, quickly and repetitively
slashing Benkei. The mighty Benkei is unable to fight back. He
retreats 4 to 5 yards, stunned.

He is pretentious, this unskilled child. He is pretentious, this
unskilled child. It is impossible that I, an expert warrior, would fail
to defeat one little boy. Benkei pushes out the hilt of his long-han-
dled sword and checks his grip upon it, runs toward Ushiwaka,
and sharply slashes him. However, Ushiwaka turns around and
jumps lightly to the right. Benkei grips his sword again and swipes
at Ushiwaka’s feet, but Ushiwaka jumps up, pulling his feet off the
ground. When Benkei slashes in the air, Ushiwaka ducks, his head
touching the ground. Although Benkei tries to slash him many
times, Ushiwaka finally knocks Benkei’s long-handled sword to
the ground. Benkei tries to tackle Ushiwaka, but Ushiwaka slashes
Benkei away with his sword and does not let Benkei touch him.
Benkei can do nothing more. The hopeless Benkei is startled and
pinned there. How rare he is, this strong boy.
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Ushiwaka

Reciters

How mysterious. Would you tell me who you are? Although you
are still young, you are extremely strong. Please tell me who you

are.

To tell the truth, I am Minamoto no Ushiwaka.

Oh, so you must be a son of Lord Yoshitomo.

Tell me who you are.

I am Musashibo Benkei, a monk from the West Pagoda.

Introducing themselves to each other, introducing themselves

to each other, Benkei says, “I surrender. Please forgive me. I am

a monk. Considering your official rank, origin, and strength, I
believe you would be an excellent master for me to serve. You
might think I am reckless, but I believe this is the opportunity to
form a fateful bond that will endure for three lifetimes. From now
on, you are my master and I am your subordinate” And so Benkei
makes a forceful promise. He helps Ushiwaka put on his kimono,
puts his long-handled sword over his shoulder and they now go
together to Ushiwaka’s house in Kujo.
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Schools All five

Hashi Benkei (Benkei on the Bridge)

Category The Fourth Group Noh, kiriai-mono
Synopsis Highlight Author Unknown (Hiyoshi Saami Yasukiyo, according to one tradition)
Subject Gikeiki, Volume 3
Musashibo Benkei, a monk of Mount Hiei, plans This piece is based on an extremely well-known Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)
to fulfil a promise by paying a visit to Gojo Tenjin (or Japanese legend, the story of how Ushiwaka (Minamoto Scenes West Pagoda in Mount Hiei, Gojo Bridge in Kyoto

possibly Kitano Tenmangu Shrine or Jazen-ji Temple).
However, his retainer advises him against doing so
because a monstrous manslayer has appeared on the
bridge at Gojo and is killing passersby. Initially Benkei
agrees to give up his plan, but on further reflection,
worries that people might think he is intimidated. He
decides to get rid of the manslayer and waits for nightfall.

At night, when Benkei arrives at Gojo Bridge,
Ushiwaka, dressed in female kimono, is laying in wait for
passersby. Benkei mistakenly supposes that Ushiwaka is
a woman and therefore, having taken vows as a monk,
avoids interacting with Ushiwaka. Ushiwaka slashes at
Benkei, who fights back with his long-handled sword. The
agile Ushiwaka attacks and subdues Benkei. Finally giving
up, Benkei asks Ushiwaka who he is. Ushiwaka reveals his
identity, and the two men pledge themselves to be master
and subordinate. They go back together to Ushiwaka’s

house in the Kujo area.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

no Yoshitsune) and Benkei met for the first time on Gojo
Bridge. The original version of the legend says that Benkei,
intending to collect one thousand swords, attacked people
bearing swords night after night on the bridge. On the
night that he only needed to get one more sword to reach
his goal of 1,000, he met Ushiwaka, who was playing a
Japanese flute. Being tossed down by Ushiwaka, Benkei
surrendered to him and became his subordinate. However,
in this Noh drama, Ushiwaka is the manslayer, something
monstrous and supernatural. Benkei is shite (the lead
actor) and Ushiwaka is kokata (a child performer). Also,
this is a rare piece in that it has no waki (a supporting
actor).

The climax of this drama, the battle scene between
Benkei and Ushiwaka, comes in the later half. Your
eyes will be glued to the powerful, gallant sword fight
between the child performer and the lead actor. Also, this
play is often selected for the very first practice song of
novice Noh reciters, because its length is perfect and it is
composed of easy lyrics and light melody.

You may have several opportunities to see this drama.
It is a well-known story, performed frequently, and rather
easy to understand. This is a wonderful Noh play for
beginners, as well as those who just started to practice
Noh, to enjoy watching and listening to the chants.

- 26 -

Characters Shite

Tsure (Tomo)

Kokata

Ai
Masks Nochi-shite
Costumes Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Tsure (Tomo)

Kokata

Ai

Number of scenes
Length

Musashibo Benkei

Retainer of Benkei

Ushiwaka

Retainer of Benkei or Two persons from Kyoto

Chorei-beshimi (A few schools use this mask although this
role is often perform without a mask).

Shamon-boshi (a hood for high-ranking monks),
mizugoromo (a knee-length kimono), kitsuke / atsuita

(a short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male characters),
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi (belt), a small
sword, Buddhist prayer beads, and a fan.

Kesa-zukin or chohan-zukin (a hood worn by an armed
monk), awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono), kitsuke /
atsuita, hangire (a type of hakama worn by strong
characters such as demons, gods, and warriors), koshi-obi,
and a long-handled sword.

Tops and bottoms of su6 (a long-sleeved unlined hemp
kimono with matching top and bottom worn by male
characters) or choken (an unlined, long-sleeved elegant
garment worn by dancing female characters) and hakama,
kitsuke / muji-noshime (a short-sleeved kimono with no
pattern, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of
male characters of lesser standing), a small sword, a fan,
and a sword.

A white headband, white mizugoromo or shironeri-gazuki-
kosode (white silk kosode type kimono) [that is draped
over the head after recognizing shitel, kitsuke / atsuita or
kitsuke / karaori (a short-sleeved outer kimono worn by
female characters), hakama in dkuchi-style (white), koshi-
obi, and a sword.

Kydgen-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono for
kyogen-kata)

Two

About 45 minutes
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