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1. An Imperial Messenger Delivers a Letter and Flower Basket to > g X & 1 A z & 5 % A % . >
- I N T
Lady Teruhi - B N T 2 % R 7z E Z = =
D % T Tl: Iz % IH{ ° fﬁ] i N o :-t N
Prince Oatobe, who resided in Ajimano in Echizen Province, has been named ;C‘ 0]: \g % {f'ﬁ % ﬁ B 1,%? g . s i
to the throne and left for the capital city. Because his beloved Lady Teruhi ° < L £ X ub > [ 1'2% = : E %
was staying temporarily in her hometown, the emperor could not bid her 2 B - B x X L 5 L i/if; = E
. CAAAY ‘L =)
farewell. His Imperial Majesty therefore sends a messenger to deliver to her a 5 “H ¥ 1 v l%) 2 E % z B =
letter and a flower basket he loved and used often. T 1 = Q L % ¥ L E 7 = B :a;
N R AR “md o &
FHECE Cu o0 s T F
B w29 C Iz IR K I &
Imperial Messenger ) ‘ AN % 5 b5 20 < i 22 - = %
I am a man in the service of Prince Oatobe, who resided in I8 % 7 Tﬁ] 5 L 7 1];0 L HU\‘ = 3 R
Ajimano in Echizen Province. Recently, a messenger came from H = X 5 VC\ 16 a 4 glz ?\ 2 3;
the capital city to deliver a message from Emperor Buretsu, who Q ) HY § %B ¥ T+ i P
s - ¥
has abdicated the throne in favor of the prince of Ajimano. People gg % /< Ef)) Fé:l @ Jb: _a. ﬁ‘i o j}i
were dispatched to welcome the prince to the capital, and there- 9 _[E Z + R l{ i j£ % Jt ;:/%
fore the prince left for the capital city early this morning. While H C‘f » L B o ﬁi - )EH > B
the prince lived in Ajimano, he loved a lady called Teruhi-no-mae ~NF 5 T T AN : L ‘() ?‘:
(Lady Teruhi). He kept her close and allowed her to personally L 9 A Z};S‘ /?‘ b ) =1 < % 3
wait upon him. But when the prince left the town for the capital, L%; &\ Bz @ 72> ; T " 8 §§
Lady Teruhi was away, as she was staying in her hometown. Since = fA g:‘ % % E N % ;CA u EIJ =
; #
the prince’s departure was decided very quickly, he ordered me to v ‘x5 RO ,%Ig i n Ci\
deliver to Lady Teruhi a letter and a flower basket, which he used 2 B oz B o~ 4l 5,5); = 5 Z@:
. < B
every morning to gather flowers. I am now hastening forth to the L SR kR E3 i =3 ?EIE
' < ey T8 oy R
hometown of Lady Teruhi. A . = 5 o PARE
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story

How wonderful! I can see her there, outside of her village. I will
deliver the message to her now.

Excuse me, my lady. Someone from the capital city came to

take my lord, Prince Oatobe, to the capital to be enthroned. His
Imperial Majesty had to hurry and just left for the city this morn-
ing. I was ordered by His Majesty to make sure to deliver this letter
and flower basket to you, and here I am. This is the letter. Please
read it.

2. Lady Teruhi Reads the Emperor’s Letter

Lady Teruhi reads the delivered letter. Although she is delighted with the
news that the prince ascended to the throne, she is grief-stricken to be
separated from him. Shedding tears, she goes back to her village, holding the
letter and flower basket firmly to the bosom.

Lady Teruhi
How delightful that my lord has ascended the throne and departed
for the capital city. But how I can forget these years we spent
together intimately. Alas, I miss him so much. Well, I am thankful
that he did not forget about me and left behind a letter. I would
like to read it right now.

“Although I am a descendant of Emperor Ojin, I was not a crown
prince. I made prayers every day to my ancestor, Amaterasu-
omikami, who is enshrined at Ise. Perhaps the goddess responded
to my prayers and I was selected by the ministers who have invited
me to the palace and become the emperor. Just as the moon rises
again in the sky, I will eagerly wait for the day we can meet again,

and I leave this letter to express my yearning for the day of our
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story

reunion. ‘Just hope and wait for the day when we will be reunited. #k ﬁg
Our sleeves Pressed together and we v.vere intimate with each s DN 7% § o B % 15: H/ \p) n
other, so believe that we will meet again even though we are 7- [ =3 =] ®s oo — 9 4 2 & <
separated, just as the moon may be hidden behind the clouds for a L K D %E N E BN — = o D A =Y
Qo = =< 179 A z b ~ N
while! 22' = o ik #L ?3 [ Z-N i % 71; %
Reciters ~ Saying so, he only leaves behind his handwriting. How sad am I, b,.) E ?ﬂ? 1= E fé ig j;: {/\f/ ?{ A cf:t %é:é )b\
left alone like this. Z & [ - 4 e - H = 2, O
~ I T o »n =2 ‘77L
T DA it T T, &K D £ LoJg e &
I felt lonely in the mountain village, although I lived with my lord. & I 5 E: < n - D E«" Iz S fr
I felt lonely in the mountain village, although I lived with my lord. % 75 j: %’ e ? AL Eﬂ]‘ AN E‘:
Now I am left all alone in the lonely mountain village. Spring f)i %\ 5 )) IOEI) /%S 72; 7?; ;‘2 lg% 72w Ezﬁ
has passed by indifferently. Quite unperceptively, stormy winds - L= £ N TR % 7 h h ; :‘l—% -
- - = —
blowing between cedar trees changed into the residue of scattered D ) 521 OB Y N E':ﬁf’ h HL/ L
flowers. Holding the flower basket with sweet memories and the = HE :gl: /E\ 7 i.l_;j H Z é% r ¢ &
letter to her bosom, Lady Teruhi returns to her home village. She =S ?é) H e g L T I D SRS AR
returns to her home village. X 70 3 1'> D X N ‘l: n -
I A By 2 HE ) 2k op K
il v Q i o K& o 5 E %
N ¥ - - 0
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3. Emperor Keitei Goes to Enjoy the View of Crimson Leaves =X 5 7@; D e D K = (= i Bk z
=N -
2) T c oM o Ty H
3 ; . 5 T o
After his enthronement, Emperor Keitei, accompanied by his officers, rides ﬂ % % 2 < id.:’ fE E:' n § D ?f
in a palanquin and goes out to enjoy the crimson leaves. fX — \z A LA ! < R~ 03
5 g H > S ;)C aiiz b %@
& H\ D N FJANY =
Attending Imperial Officer, Palanquin Bearers D N ?_; H 7 | R L 7%: %ﬁ | 4
The blessings of the emperor shine upon the world. At this = e Iz O L 2 % Q o 3
- = - S
moment when the blessings of the emperor shine upon the world, - ) % i Bk - A "/:') HE X
( - AY >
His Imperial Majesty will go out to enjoy the site of the glowing R Hg% ? 2 ) 0 é:; ? A )
crimson leaves. Let’s hasten forth. < % o L & 7 v r # i c:l
& % RN /A £ % L 5
) AL oja B g (O
Imperial Officer N i w1z = /I: Bl or
How incredibly awesome. His Imperial Majesty, a fifth-generation N & B 7 n o
descendant of Emperor Ojin, was called Prince Oatobe. This year S Z D v ok oL <
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story HZ = HZ = = = =
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he ascended to the throne, becoming Emperor Keitei. )
, H A pet il = b Z il
Palanquin Bearers D D 7 iy L 9 1=}
And so he reigns well over this world, for the dignity of His J=53 J=53 % < W +
Majesty is just like the name of his realm, “the Land of the Rising it A &
H

e
1%

”

Sun!

Imperial Officer
And just as befits the name, in the capital city of Tamaho in

SO @ RS 4 B &

Yamato Province, His Majesty...
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built a palace,
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Imperial Officer
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a shimmering new palace.

Imperial Officer, Palanquin Bearers
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May His Majesty’s blessings last for thousands of generations, so
that the rice...

Palanquin Bearers
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May His Majesty’s blessings last for thousands of generations, so
that the rice...
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Imperial Officer, Palanquin Bearers
will grow well and we will reap great harvests under autumn skies,
when leaves damp with dew change their colors. We praise his
blessings, which remain unchanged for thousands of years, like the
green of the pines. So that he may meet with the eternal prosperity
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of autumn, let us hasten forth with the carriage bearing His
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Majesty. Let us hasten forth with the carriage bearing His Majesty.

A
P AR D) HOITEFTEION S A JHIFENAHTFIE  AITw
=

<
v

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theggcom -4 - http://www.the-noh.com



following the calls of the geese and thinking of them as friends—

Servant  The geese, on which I too rely, are friends who guide us on the
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Koshiji Highway.
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4. Lady Teruhi Goes Mad and Travels to the Capital City %E ;; g‘é
Yo fm Vi ®) Il 7% D
Lady Teruhi, who suffers for love of the emperor, has gone mad. With her Té\ % Ejg % 11 :Ci % % < ;j 7 ,E\ #i
servant, she starts out for the capital city where the emperor lives. Even while iE & V) D e S ¥ Vi 2 N 9 & N
en route, she behaves like a madwoman. y) % H 7z 75) }@ %\ A Z o IE
Iz L ) ~ 3 g 7z Z z 5 3,
Lady Teruhi Kl 5 ES % 3 VAN E D \O) ae L
H ! here. Tell me th he capital city. What? &l ~ ° 2 ¢ 5 W & 2 I s #
ey, traveler over there. Tell me the way to the capital city. at? ME N Y < % % %( 3) % D |:‘:| ﬂﬁ ~
Are you saying I'm crazy? Even if [ am crazy, I am asking you = )3 N Vo Dz L B - H I
because I want to know. Z L x ) H T < Vo5 A D 7'J‘
AL B X oz < % T O %ﬂﬁ 5
What a cold man. Why doesn’t he show me the way? < 0? ¥ n A {{ #h + ﬁi
B I b ERRAS T ~ 2
H & b £ < < oo )
Female Servant ) B S ° T n 5 & 5k iF
It’s all right, Lady Teruhi. Although people may not show us the =l L F 3 VAS Z & ¥ /D)
way there, we will find signs leading us to the capital city. Look at = %3} D N 3] A % &
that. Geese are flying over there. N _3)? 7z b D g Z % AN
D R 4 ~ ° T 2
)3 b i3 2) % < 5 T
Lady Teruhi < S R N o ° L
What? Geese are traveling through the skies? Ah, I remember. » 5] L }@ 5 g ¥
Geese always travel south in autumn. ) D 7 VoD =N 9
i z B
Servant  That’s always true. The capital city, where the emperor resides, is gg L =) 0%) %
also located in the south, so... h g‘;— v 7 @: g
ES D X 7 >
Lady Teruhi g el ° 5 I&
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story

Lady Teruhi
Also, there is an old story that the famous Su Wu let a traveling
goose...

Lady Teruhi, Servant
deliver a letter to the capital city in the south. Just as in the story,

Reciters — geese, take us with you to the capital city.

[kakeri (dance of anguish)]

A short dance with changing tempo performed by Lady Teruhi that expresses
her madness. A Japanese flute, a small hand drum, and a large hand drum are
played with the dance.

Lady Teruhi
Although I have taken a lodge for the night, I am restless.

Reciters I am eager to fly to the capital right now.

Lady Teruhi
Though I do not know what kind of place my lord is living in, I
want to go there.

Lady Teruhi, Servant
Where is Yamato Province? “Perhaps it is beyond what I can see,
somewhere off in the unreachable distance, just like the white
clouds trailing over the peak of Mount Takama in the Kazuraki
Mountains” Where is the palace of His Imperial Majesty, who
ascended to an unreachable place, just like the clouds over Mount
Takama described in the poem. I am rushing to get to the capital
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city of Tamaho in Yamato Province, the land illuminated by the B A ZléEl 2 g% EEﬂ

dignity of His Majesty. - A S D fC 2 N
2 R d BEs m HE S B R
Reciters Here we are at Lake Biwa. But we cannot find him, and travel on T A T WA/ RS N O N s A T = D
for an unattainable love, without any clue about where to find him. § h H A &b\ oi\ X T T it T ﬁ # R
Wearing a robe of shinobu-zuri pattern, wearing a robe of shinobu- A A D 7;‘ H W % _IE b ORI ’g\I =
zuri pattern, it has been darkly stained, the color of my tears. ﬁ,l_g %C I:E‘: el ﬁ‘ D g @5“ ;_E % _?_ % L"‘)‘ %3[]
Separated from my beloved lord, my mind is deranged. Whether i Vo ) T o (N S S >
sitting or standing, sleeping or awake, this yearning for my lord ras I W it B o+ 51 [N S B ° E T 1%
is unbearable. Crossing fields covered in autumn grasses, cutting ZAS 9z A 2 D I = 3 0 ?&(é E <O E
through the evening dew, I arrive at the palace in Tamaho. I arrive Lo J:I; s ‘/g‘ ;E ?J_J g l‘j /\ g4 0)2 v :
at the palace in Tamaho. ;;é % ? i . é ) - % l';/) f% f':o 72_
H oo C it @ D 5 )
’ z oL LG ? % ?L 7;) >
5. Lady Teruhi Meets the Procession of the Emperor 7 n 3 ;F? o0 E W o 7p °
Tkl 2% K 0 K
Lady Teruhi and her servant encounter the procession of the emperor, and b il v ) 1}\;—_ Lﬁ EE i < % f: 2
they rush out in front of the entourage. The imperial officer guarding the b\ % bi VA Yf' ;—é b\ D % lf,% 1%)”
entourage reproaches them and knocks to the ground the flower basket held IF E] 4T 3] T AT > - Vi
by Teruhi’s servant. Lamenting his deed, Lady Teruhi rebukes the man who A D i oo Vel o Ao in
knocked the emperor’s beloved basket to the ground, saying that indeed, he T 5 =5 g g n 9 Db el
must be crazy. She explains that she is suffering because she has been sepa- & % Y ;& H ° JRNFEE - B i
| 5 o  # o om B h o= ¢
rated from the emperor, and falls to the ground, wailing. L ) il X.\ WK b M3 N
- o T % o L a0 Rk D
Imperial Officer 9 R I)) DL KX T J R o b N
It is September now, still early for the season of drizzling rain. B 7z = 3 vy oW < T &K 7 N
Although the color of leaves are still pale, we have cleared the path D ’ D g.( @P 7z itE ;{L). b kR
on which His Imperial Majesty will travel, in order to prevent any % 32 o M i ;7’: lé E 7%: ;c,f)
strange persons from disturbing his travel. S 6‘ E T v K% ‘E
I Wy 5 F K
X DD A il
CHCERE
I T K D

&,
BT IR

Lady Teruhi (Lady Teruhi, Servant) 3
I am an unsophisticated person from the countryside, unfamiliar 2 = AN
with the capital city. I am a woman who has gone crazy. ZAS H Iz
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Imperial Officer

puns(
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You there, madwoman. You called your flower basket, “His
Imperial Majesty’s flower basket” and are extremely attentive to it.
Who are you talking about, when you say “His Imperial Majesty?”

Lady Teruhi
Is that a question one should ask now? There is, of course, no other
emperor in Japan than this one, His Imperial Majesty.

AL FO IO HEA TR

IR S B %
IO T ASNTY

e
1%

Servant  You suppose that we know nothing because we are madwomen?

Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story E 1; E’ 1’% ES {2 1’% ES
X Xof
Lady Teruhi, Servant z
Just like a leaf of oak disturbed in winds, no longer in my right PN VA ¥ - fi % z 7 R J
mind, I rush out in front of the procession. i M 7 SR H o N k) Z > H Iz
xOxX LA D I o2 T @&
Imperial Officer % % = J:O Z ﬁ‘ gu'::\ YA Lﬁ 7 n
How strange, she looks like a madwoman, different from ordinary f 7%) % %:; C]:\ L ‘:lg ;Al b 7}%
people. What a sad sight. Saying so, the imperial officer chases her L FHOF = 5 2 X ) _}é D
= S - Z
away. ‘? ,f_% A‘ D) :I:- 73: :o N %
I T T S 3 A D
Go away. ES & » Vo B ‘11 & J):
, o n Z Al D AL Iz
Servant  Oh, no! He knocked His Majesty’s flower basket onto the ground. < 7 5 P G D N
H /)
R | % o D
Lady Teruhi F T — 45’“
What!? His Majesty’s flower basket has been dropped onto the L L & B %E
ground? That is an unlucky sign. < (s D T
< ft V%
2 2
£ n
L <
< L
A %
JeE >
)N 7z
x x
L
S

S A e VST o0 Al U A > AF S e e it RV B O

SHEATNTEMMIOZAMHDOION , AEZLEHI M T ) S WIIRFov kP
T>mmee AT CHE A T SOOI T E S NS [k

How truly awesome he is, His Imperial Majesty. He is a fifth- N
. - . . U—l %) v
generation descendant of Emperor Ojin, and until recently, he lived HoO 2
in the mountain village of Ajimano, to the north, iz < 23
A 0) N
Lady Teruhi E =
and was called Prince Oatobe. N &
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story

Servant  Now, in the capital city of Tamaho in this province,

Lady Teruhi
I have heard that he ascended to the throne as Emperor Keitei.

Servant  So, the person who knocked this celebrated emperor’s...

Lady Teruhi

flower basket to the ground acted recklessly,
Servant  and is indeed...

Lady Teruhi
much crazier than we are.

Reciters How terrible. How terrible. Although we live in this era, the last
phase of the Dharma, the sun and the moon are never knocked
down upon the ground. And yet someone violently knocked down
a flower basket full of flowers. Surely he who does so will immedi-
ately be punished by Heaven, driven crazy like myself, and be called
a madman. No one should behave that way. No one should behave
that way.

Lady Teruhi (Reciters)
If I might say so,

Reciters  if I might say so, you might suppose that I am complaining simply

because you knocked my basket to the ground. But I am not.

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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His Imperial Majesty was still a prince at that time, when W2 A :
every morning he offered flowers to an altar and put his hands 7%% i N R 2 & L L Z)\ yoR [33'3_‘: vwofA %_ w9
together and prayed, “Amaterasu-omikami, please protect the ; {j} 7 Kl E fg‘ i < % E‘ B 02 023' = g‘ ‘O’C)
royal family for all eternity, just as this earth and the heavens N % 2 02 L o ‘g; Z 0)\ j:- % 2 P
will exist forever” This image of him shall never leave my heart, D o == S A ° e e
and I cannot ever forget him. This flower basked he held in his FIN = - % 7z . Az & n i -
hands is something I continue to cherish and love. N 03’; IF TN oom B % N 0'5 j: ;J)‘ B o
- ) oS L I S B o d LA
Lady Teruhi o I e [ 2R < b o ws B
ady leruhi » - < H a1 {j 57 z | v L Z a3
A poem says, “Just like the iris blooming in a pond in Azumi, in B D H X 13 oo Ho¢ g T[/: < 7] >
Mutsu Province ¥ Hi D NI RE 2 w D AN <t S
) _ -hﬁ IS z)) A/ ,,) P\ ']El %
< 7 T oroc R AE D n v s
. ) v = > I - # z A A
Reciters  Ilong for him whom I can only meet occasionally” My love for ¢ i IE Q < b L % N > T \02
the man with whom I had a relationship for a while —my love = W :; % }j) g D K O E & %[; HJ:ﬂ__I‘J,
17 I &
for His Majesty— has disturbed my mind, just like the old poem Vo D - o X o %E 3 T K
that says, “My heart is disturbed like the shinobu-zuri pattern” I+ i3 TR wmeon 5 % ﬁ;{ ?
Although I have traveled all the way to this capital city, He and I 2 _’é zZ 2 L P T ® W B E'\ D
are still separated. People call this city “the capital of the moon,’ % R H £ w J): 73 é;é B b - 5
but it is just a name. I cannot reflect the figure of my beautiful % % EJ: L A b?' 7?) ¢ /;i :l%‘ E T
lord, shining like the moon, on my sleeves. I cannot touch him. H, z % % ;-'j-: AN g'b; i ¥ i H
I'just fall to the ground and wail like a monkey, longing for the X 2 O 7’ L o H i 3 ;L
moon’s fragile reflection on a pond. In tears, I throw myself 5 W T D Es 0077() D 7 % 7
down on the ground. CE D &% 5 L L T Z{E X o
% ook o3 R
i o oo O T o Mg
6. Lady Teruhi Performs a Deranged Dance HEF 25 o~ % i 3 ? v
° e : Z
i B Z 20 R
Ordered by the emperor, the Imperial officer encourages Lady Teruhi to IOEI) T & fjéf\ L 25 z * i
dance in a deranged, amusing fashion. Delighted, Lady Teruhi dances, B N ?{)\ N ‘2 L D t;i;, %
acting out the tragic love story of Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty and Lady Li. 13 l]l!: (EQTe /} 1{ (\ 1 gL
i O = I s <L
o VAN SO I I NN N -
N S W #H T 7 b L %9 X
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7\ ; & E
Imperial Officer 3
Madwoman, this is His Imperial Majesty’s order. Come closer < z5 2L 7 T % = s It
to his carriage and perform a deranged, amusing dance. He will S n ZQ 5 B 'S L Iz
watch you dance. Quickly, go and perform like a madwoman. I A % 'Fé) 7D Q Fé‘ b,_) 7% J:\
K & U ¢ S i e - %
, z D = ! % T 5 & & K
Lady Teruhi B Z ES N 3 < > D E
How delightful! Although it is far beyond my power, I might be W n 7z j‘% e <y — X Z D
able to see his face. 5 ﬂ%’: 7bi E T n & ) k =1
Com i 4 < & % =g
(Talking to the Female Servant) Let’s perform a deranged dance Cf} ?{ % B ;l%; % % E_)) = %
together. PR it g b%) I I n w3
ES S H 5 5 E T -
Lady Teruhi, Servant (Reciters) VAN > = D Z Z ) Yo 3? H
I will perform a deranged dance before the emperor. b Q: %'J) 5’- é’_. % F 1% HL
[ 1 Z - n * D
. . . e ) %% 7SN SR SR 7
Reciters My dancing sleeves will clear the way for His Majesty’s travels. ., N 9 2 A3 L <
o :\ - o N ;k E‘ C:
& z 5, i+ 5
[Iroe] Pt %% % )
A very short dance performed by Lady Teruhi, accompanied by a flute, a < IIJ; é
small hand drum, and a large hand drum. E = o E
A <
& iR

AR
o TR S E T ORET (e (OIS HRYEREY

Lady Teruhi 'S
Although I fear it may be rather common to cite this story as an X
example, Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty... N g2

i3} Lo
- s

Reciters lamented his separation from Lady Li. He lost his interest in L )
governing the country. Yearning for her, he felt empty, took to N VA
his bed and spent nights alone, wetting his sleeves with tears. I3 =]

%) %)
% o
°) =
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Lady Li be painted on the wall of Ganquan Palace*. Standing

<
%3

before her picture, he mourned her day in and day out. His
love for her only grew stronger, and he deeply regretted that he

> by

Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story it ES i EEIE
Lady Teruhi
Lady Li was extremely beautiful. ) V) < ¢ x e, % D ¥
< i L BiC I R f2 S
Reciters  But her beauty waned like the bloom of a flower. Like a wither- L é:\ %j 3 R A % B
ing flower, she lay on a sickbed and wet her bedclothes with l;i) 2 X ; 1% 0%) f
tears, ashamed of seeing her disfigured self in a mirror. Without S + X £ i3 13 13
ever meeting with Emperor Wu again, she at last passed away. oD 3?5 § é e i
YA
| SR ol v v
The emperor lamented deeply. He ordered that a picture of ES 7- = S
I Ji Z i
7 T -
O N
z o
e} —Fs

o ¥

could not exchange any words with her. Then, his young prince,

o
SF

Li Sho, respectfully told his father, Emperor Wu, that

~

AT RIREI  CEAEA O

FFATIEAIE

F ool OVER
ANCWET  AGTECEONENTRUNE IS > )  SHF T W N AT R

ﬁ
B - e QmABO R

Gatapny
5
S>> SES
A A e T & Ok TG 7 0y
<

FxMTJEM ST BIO>E

[

Lady Teruhi
“Originally, Lady Li...

ANEANNTNTFITH TSSO A

oTF I TR A SO S R
TS UTRE TR O NTEHRIN LT

NS ARESH
AT ORISR ATEY  ASFENrSEAHOTTY L ACSREF Yy ABNE

A8 L COFHRAATMOTACETT TN IH AN kSOt

7 Z

N :
Reciters ~was someone beloved by the Heavens, a celestial maiden living H 3 5 L BT
in the Land of Kasui. Although once she was born as a human, < % N ﬁ; e g J: _(H‘ ﬂ%
now she has returned to the capital of celestial beings. Why not Z% ?: ﬁf o U: . o 1z
ask the Great Emperor of the Sacred Mountain of the East** :E ? 7‘171 F 7 $ H ?{ VAo
to call forth Lady Li’s soul, so she will be here with you for a b B ? % 5 I -~ )
while?” Then, the emperor burned some hangon-ko*** incense H D 3% [’é L A A o 03
on a canopied bed surrounded by beautiful curtains with floral Z D D A 5 : D I Zz 5
patterns. In the middle of the night, when people were asleep, R R A (1S 5 @ £ D,
in blew a gust of wind, and under the shining autumn moon, a @ z 7% 3 % w i <5
figure that looked like Lady Li was faintly visible, merely a sway- {f g ;)) B 5 %\ 7 &)\ L
ing shadow. The emperor’s love grew even stronger, but like a w 1z i\ L L 2 25 o))
drop of dew clinging to the tip of a leaf, the image was not solid o IE H l</ 7z 13 A ElE/l
enough to touch, and her figure slowly vanished, disappearing < D W T_% 5 b & /l/m;
into nothingness. Alas, he was unable to ask her whereabouts. h K & %,\ Ar < & 1/: 1%
F (ol SN RN WIS
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story

Lady Teruhi
Grief-stricken, the emperor...

Reciters  stayed in Ganquan Palace where Lady Li used to live. He pol-
ished the floor of the masterless palace. Used her old blankets
and pillows, he slept there alone, his head lying upon his own

sleeves.

The palace in Ganquan: Located in Shanxi Province in China, and originally built by
the first Qin emperor as an imperial villa called Linguang Palace. After Emperor Wu
renovated the villa, he renamed it Ganquan Palace.

** The Great Emperor of the Sacred Mountain of the East: A Taoist god living in Mount
Tai in Shandong province in China. According to myth, he is a grandson of the Lord

of Heaven and manages the longevity and felicity of human beings.

** Hangon-ko: Incense with the power to call back to this world the soul of a deceased

person.

7. Lady Teruhi Reunites with the Emperor

The emperor looks at the flower basket that Lady Teruhi handed him and
confirms that it was his. He then tells her he will allow her to serve him
again if she regains her senses. Appreciative of his deep compassion, Lady
Teruhi comes to her senses. In honor of this incident, people use that word
“katami (basket)” to refer to an item used by their loved ones. The emperor
returns to the capital city with Lady Teruhi.

Imperial Officer
Upon the order of the emperor, bring the flower basket here.

Lady Teruhi
I am overwhelmed with joy, but embarrassed that the flower

basket has nothing in it as I pass it to him.
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story

Imperial Officer
The emperor has examined the basket and says, “This is definitely
the flower basket I used to use in the rural village. Forget the
bitterness of having been left you nothing but my letter, and come
to your senses. Then, I will allow you to wait upon me again”

Lady Teruhi
How grateful I am, to receive his blessing! His era will be governed
well, because of the virtue of His Imperial Majesty, who collected
flowers in this basket and offered them with his prayer. And I was
able to be reunited with my beloved because I held on to this flower

basket.

Imperial Officer
Today, the emperor and Lady Teruhi have been reunited.

Lady Teruhi
The word “flower basket” (hana katami) will be remembered in

later days,

Imperial Officer
and an item used by a loved one

Lady Teruhi
will start to be called katami, in honor of this basket.

Imperial Officer
This was the time when...

Lady Teruhi
people first started to call it so.

Reciters How grateful I am for his love so full of blessings. I am bathed in
his blessings. I am greatly thankful for the blessings of His Majesty,

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket) Story
who forgives me without reproach.
The time for the imperial procession is over. The time for the

imperial procession is over. We shall now return to the palace. In
front of His Majesty’s carriage, hasten forth by imperial guards,

=
~EORE

the crimson leaves scatter and fly. The winds from mountains
clear away those leaves, and make Lady Teruhi’s sleeves flutter, as

&S e ok

we together return to the capital city of Tamaho. How wonderful

= %E

=020

that the emperor and Lady Teruhi are conjoined by a bond

T TS GO A
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R
5

everlasting.
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Hanagatami (Flower Basket)

Synopsis

Prince Oatobe, a descendant of Emperor Ojin, lived
in Ajimano in Echizen Province (the present-day Ajimano
district in Echizen City, Fukui Prefecture). Since Emperor
Buretsu abdicated the throne, Prince Oatobe became Emperor
Keitei* (450? — 531?) and departed for the capital city. The new
emperor asks a messenger to deliver a letter to Teruhi-no-mae
(Lady Teruhi), whom he loved in Ajimano, along with a flower
basket that he loved and used often. Away from her home, Lady
Teruhi meets the messenger. Although she is delighted that
Keitei ascended to the throne, she cannot stop feeling lonely
and sad about their being apart. She holds the letter and flower
basket closely to her bosom and returns to her home.

Emperor Keitei moves the capital city to Tamaho in
Yamato Province (the present-day Ikenouchi district in
Sakurai City, Nara Prefecture) and goes out to enjoy viewing
the crimson leaves with his guards on an autumn day. Then,
Lady Teruhi appears there with her servant, holding the flower
basket. Her strong love for the emperor has driven her crazy,
and she left her hometown to travel to the capital city to meet
with him. When the deranged Lady Teruhi rushes out in front
of the emperor’s procession, she is stopped by his guards, who
hit the flower basket in her servant’s hand. The flower basket
falls to the ground. Lady Teruhi reproachfully demands to
know who is this insane man whose actions have caused the
emperor’s favorite flower basket to fall to the ground. She then
collapses onto the ground and cries sadly because she cannot
see the emperor.

On the emperor’s orders, the guard tells Lady Teruhi
to perform a mad dance in front of the procession. After
performing a dance of pleasure, she narrates the tragic love
story of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty and his concubine
Lady Li, comparing it to her situation as an expression of her
love for the emperor.

The emperor, who receives the flower basket from Lady
Teruhi, confirms that this is the basket he used to use. He tells
her that the two of them will be together again if she comes to
her senses. Appreciating his deep love and compassion, Lady

Teruhi regains her right mind. According to a legend, this story

of the flower basket (“katami”) led to the word “katami” taking
on the meaning of a memento that a beloved one loved and
used. The emperor and Lady Teruhi go back to the capital city
together.

*More commonly known as Emperor Keitai, but called Keitei in Noh
dramas.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Schools

Category
Author
Subject
. . Season
Highlight ccones
This Noh drama takes its inspiration from an ancient Tsukurimono
legend that it rearranged as a love story. It follows the typical Characters
plot elements of a Kygjo-mono (“story of a mad woman”):
“separation, madness, travel, dance of madness, lovers’
reunion, and happy ending.” But because of its gentle, graceful
atmosphere, it is also performed as a third group Noh play. It
depicts the elegant sentiments of a woman devoted to her love
for the emperor.
Highlights are as follows. The figure of Lady Teruhi Masks
calmly reading the letter from the emperor. The interactive
chants between Lady Teruhi and her servant as they head to
the capital city. The kakeri dance expressing her being driven Costumes

insane by love. The mad dance expressing the lament of Lady
Teruhi after her encounter with the emperor’s entourage, who
hit her attendant, knocking the flower basket to the ground.
Lady Teruhi’s kuse dance expressing the tragic love story of
Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty and Lady Li, accompanied
by tsuyogin (“a strong song”). And the behavior of Lady Teruhi
when filled with joy upon being reunited with the emperor.
Each part contains well-designed presentations of unique
singing, movements, and dance. The overall effect achieves a
delicate depiction of the poetic, bright, and gentle atmosphere
of ancient Japan. Each scene of this drama is thoroughly
enjoyable.

Number of scenes

Length

- 16 -

All five

The fourth group Noh, kygjo-mono, occasionally performed as a third group Noh
Zeami (Kuse was written by Kannami)

Not specified

Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)

Ajimano in Echizen Province and the Capital of Tamaho in Yamato Province
apalanquin

Shite Teruhi-no-mae (Lady Teruhi)

Tsure Female servant

Kokata Emperor Keitei (more commonly known as Emperor Keitai)
Waki Attending imperial officer

Mae-wakitsure Imperial messenger

Waki-tsure Several attending guards (in some schools)

Tachisha Palanquin bearers (two)

Shite Wakaonna, Z6, Magojiré, Ko-omote, etc.

Tsure Ko-omote

Shite Kazura (wig), kazura-obi (a strap for a wig), karaori (a short-sleeved
outer kimono worn by female characters) in “kinagashi”-style, kitsuke /
surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the
costume of a female character), and a fan. In the later half, the
performer wears the karaori in “nugikake” -style (that is, the right sleeve
of the karaori is left unworn).

Tsure Kazura, kazura-obi, karaori in “nugikake” -style, kitsuke / surihaku, and a
flower basket.

Kokata Uikanmuri (the headdress for emperors, nobles, or aged deities),

unlined kariginu-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved
kimono mainly worn by male characters), hakama in okuchi-style
(white), koshi-obi (sash), and a fan.
Waki Awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono), kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a sword, and a fan.
Mae-wakitsure Kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as
the innermost layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), tops and bottoms of su6 (a long-sleeved unlined hemp
kimono with matching top and bottom worn by male characters), a
small sword, a fan, a flower basket, and a letter.

Waki-tsure Kitsuke / muji-noshime, tops and bottoms of su6, koshi-obi, a sword, and
afan.

Tachisha Kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), and koshi-obi.

Two

About 1 hour and 30 minutes
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