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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) ;) {f H % 251 1
i some W W fL N 5 {”; 'ﬁ]
hants the line may vary in s . — BE y . N <
Depending on the school, the character who chants the N E[f‘ j% % %glg 55 R G (VAR = gg & inf E % 5
cases. % 'fﬂ' 5‘3 }5 et j% [':H - % 7 Iz @ N 2 /
: A 2 - TN & <
Ohara Is Improved P ¥ Zb " o o e = TH D = <
LA Road from Kyoto o R B SLE ThoOTOF D
. . 9 D X 3 g il -
inister orders his subordinates to improve the mou‘ntaln . [%32 ook B R {é 5~ B i ’/? B
A government minis . ill visit Kenreimon-in 8 ) 3% ’HLE o B o I
road to Ohara since Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa wi ,'(j)j Ao ??) E b % e Bt z ﬁ?\ m
PU ~ l{ ) : ~ R N ~ >
(Nyo-in) at Jakko-in in Ohara. L\ ¥ j/l: Yz ;}3 AN % % B D 1'?,' éé'j ’
s Tk £ & i‘ ‘g g 1% 1}. G z 'g $
ment Minister o . ired 2} ° B oE - - 3 =z
Govern The man before you is a government minister serving Re‘tlreCl 5)% Wit Tt B R (}7,) ¥ ;ﬁr( 2
Emperor Go-shirakawa. Recently, all members of the Helke. an itk & W L % ¥ N 3% I fz
o he late emperor Antoku (the son of Kenreimon-in) E oM Tz L e L R %
including the la ) in), lost their lives in X 1 L Iz # T s &
and Nii-dono (the mother of Kenreimon-in), lo . %&g " E =k s R < 7:5 %_7
the ocean, off the coast of Hayatomo in Nagato Pflof\flntce;;: j)rcean L1 E_) AN 717} o w2 g E]\E ’
- i -in also threw herself into i S0 7 *L - o
Kyusha. Although Kenreimon-in . . ht z D J5 s - fi
it suicide, she was rescued. Her life, which she thoufg i f//p 2D % M B M ] - Sz
to commit s ’ . ivori and Kurd Tayu [ e %% A I}'ﬁ Li D
ingless, was saved. Mikawa-no-kami Noriy 2 LR {E TN A
meaningress, rial Regalia and successfully s T Yt D x o 7z
Hégan Yoshitsune protected the Impe & d to move 9 T Bt % OB X jlf o 22)
. h Nyo-in was suppose Iz Ju AN IIJ’% J\]\ N
brought it back to Kyoto. Thoug ) . . zfil $ VIR
to Kygoto she renounced the world and took up residence in Jakko iﬁ %) g;o: 13% A . D 5 ?
in in Ohara, in order to console the souls of the late empelrlor. ) z ~oEom - N g D .
3 . s 1 ~ - 7
Antoku and Nii-dono. Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa \.zv1 vis M 0 Iz O I . /ﬁ: n
- hall order people to improve w2 T &
her in Ohara and pray for them.Is CE N7 =7 K s =
i h on the way. 2 o ] 28
the mountain path on s > =)
il 6¢ g \F e z
(The government minister calls for his servant and Orde_rs pim 1t ()) Eff F T F ‘z—nA 7l’: - Lf 8
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story é zﬂfé gé % {?é % —
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2. Kenreimon-in Enters the Mountains in Ohara = 2 o AL
X N VR N 5 5 fE AL P9
Kenreimon-in, who is living in a mountain village, goes to the mountains %\ %ﬁ 13 {}11_;[ 2 2 S \9: PN H %)O e Ff'i:,
with Dainagon-no-tsubone to pick up branches of star anise to offer to the 5 KD D 0:\ L7/ IS ui L
Buddha. N w T D FH o B opH n "] *
il [ ?)‘i TR S Vot b # R
Kenreimon-in i % k X oz Y I f; O) Q > o
o ‘ D SN SO N |/} ali S H 72 B oW
Although I feel lonely in a village in the mountains, compared to a I5] W J:\ ‘2 Pmob g R X L %3 th
city full of pain and suffering, this is a much... X E L: Vel % > 0 3] E Ic
» Q‘(}i’i;g b T fii 5 ) i A
Nyo-in, Tsubone, Naishi / Nyo-in only % 7L ;ECE g = 00; l‘Z: ? ; zg’ % %
better place to live. Not much news from Kyoto is delivered to D g Z %‘L & L 28 f’)’ f§ N 7
this humble hut whose door is made of twigs. In this hut made i B E % 5 Z ) M OBE 3E %
of knotty bamboo and with sparse hedges, I live in this world of el ? 5 b\ o b Z AN K % B} &
suffering, deeply submerged in my thoughts, my mind findin, s = 7 = 3 I3 H T ¥ 5 -
g y 8 y g y g 3 g 2 JH =] N .
peace in being far from people’s eyes. 03 ,%_: b %_:_._é 1%7)) it Dl 2 = D
R Boxom e
Nyo-in, Tsubone, Naishi / Group Recit < SR N Vo B Iz 7%
yo-in, Tsubone, : .als i rotfp ec1‘ers \ C J:o D - % e Hﬁ P
What visits us occasionally is... ;g = R I3 1z 7% Nl ;/\L H;é:f
’ D R o O L X
the sound of a woodcutter chopping wood, the sound of a i £ = 2 g' = #B &i\ %)
2 b e
woodcutter chopping wood for kindling. Also, the rustle of trees 7 R L N ESNRE o 7
i inds and th f monkeys. Other than th d ES I w5 ) < )
in stormy winds and the cry of monkeys. Other than those sounds, L N B %; D T o Vo Iz
not many people visit this place covered in vines and arrowroot. é: i % D E > T vg)\ N
Grass grows as densely as at Gan'en’s* house, and rain soaks our 9] 3 %’) = W E N
door just like at Genken’s** house. Our tears wet our sleeves. Our % n 72 (SRR ) %Ijﬂ
o 3 ==
tears wet our sleeves. }8 T k, % iﬁ)ﬁ =
T 35 ES f\-o = A D
- ‘ iF
*Gan'en **Genken: Both were disciples of Confucius and led humble lives of % %) f‘\ % ’Z). )§’ =
genteel poverty. ‘_? é Té‘é’ ib%_ VC‘\ %
3’ i
Nyo-in ~ Well, Dainagon-no-tsubone, we shall go to the mountains behind < i?;ﬁ 7 % ¥ I
i i i i~ 7 AN 1l
this hut and pick some branches of anise.
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story %% 1,", = '$ é@ X/Z% Kﬁg‘n 2
=
T A g
Tsubone I will follow you. Shall we gather some kindling and pick moun- 5 of s lE 2
tain vegetables for our dinner? (] wr =1 B > fi X ki E N
A e Y U =
N S E G <% 2 R Wiz b
Nyo-in  Iknow this is not a proper analogy, but Siddhartha Gautama (the Iz it i = A =1 1 ez B
name of Gautama Buddha before he renounced the world) left a7 D 7S ® o % —~ + 1z it
! \F % Iz W N S At ;i: )
the capital city where King Suddhodana (the father of Gautama 5 w7 #oc e 9 H
Buddha) reigned, % Zf b /B?\E ;0) &b\ ?% :}{ A ﬁE( ]f
~ Z 4
54 7z & AN » % D P ES
Tsubone and Naishi / Nyo-in N g ) I )) & 1] ] L
Y s a) % = = N %
and followed a rugged path to enter Mount Dandaka (in northern R 1 ?‘ 5 Iz A9 D 37_ ) S
- ~ \ ~
India). He picked mountain vegetables, drew water, and gathered ﬁ‘— - % AT T; Fé F ¥
kindling. " % h s fili L ¥ i
= F VN A
Group Reciters 3 7%‘ = FS 1z ’F_- /02 S j)
He undertook a variety of ascetic practices, was taught by a b3 e 5 - e };{; < KL A
hermit and finally achieved the embodiment of the Buddha Way. L 2 < f?}é < i g D - Jik
For the sake of Buddha, I too..., saying so, Nyo-in takes a basket * 0 2 A h A #l N E’%
and goes deep into the mountains, goes deep into the mountains. 5] & < L2 L ) 'fé ¥ -
~ Iz K lg}; < il < =2 <
[Interlude] D A I ~ i AR N
f % D e 4 B
_ ps I T # Co
3. Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa Travels to Ohara W A 1Y J,A Jj: // Iz
% E)O D JE J‘( 5 “d\\
Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa, riding in his litter, travels to the mountains =1 < v Z‘E Nz Z
of Ohara, followed by Chiinagon Madenokdji and other attendants. ;. A }_?}ﬁ W 57 ES
% A oY
Chunagon Madenokdji and Litter Carrier ! X » 5
Looking for any remaining cherry blossoms, yearning for the 255 D o H °
reen of young leaves, we travel on a mountain path. 7z fa %
g young N
) L % i
%) D
On a mountain path, the grass is heavy with dew. His Imperial Iz l%) > »jé
Majesty hastens to Ohara. A Ul
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a poem: “Petals from the cherry tree, growing by the pond, have
scattered. They cover the surface of the pond with waves of flow-

”

ers.

Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story o Té ﬁ?;g ,‘?I;‘ﬂ
Gl = =
Chinagon Since we made haste, we have already arrived in Ohara, Your é ‘
Majesty. L Iz i D ¥E ) it Z =
e g o O - B
Now, His Majesty visits Ohara and observes the Jakko-in temple. g Z - - 1Z D 1 ;ﬁlj:lf L T
T % A T A 5 S ES
Chunagon and Litter Carrier 7z 0,)\ 2 ith '))\ & it N U
Grass wet with dew grows vigorously in the garden. The leaves of ? 3—) BF;% Ziﬁ {0_} < % CEC E g
a willow are tangled like string. Weeds floating on the waves of Y3 =N Hé( w 3 i 7 L
a pond look like pieces of brocade that have been exposed to the fil X 5 =) ) 23 S 7-
elements. The kerria flowers bloom gorgeously by the pond, and E 9 % H '< I[EA 157 VAS D
the cry of a cuckoo is heard between the cloud banks. The cuckoo Ao 5 373\ - X ) <y S
must have been waiting for His Majesty’s visit. 2 %27 < Wi i X j/l; ’
D P < D K bl PN
. . SO % £ 1z —m B M
Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa L N ~ Q\x = 1% e D
The Retired Emperor sees the shore of the pond and composes > i % il A i Hh
(3 0} & 2 i
R 7z b 53 £
7 a5 FA
5 2 v z &
) g < B
Reciters  Dripping from a crack in a weathered boulder, dripping from a ° W g 7
crack in a weathered boulder, each drop of water resonates with % R
some mystic meaning. The hedge entwined by lush vines and the I:J:/ é’-\ ES
gray-green mountains are hard to depict in a picture. There is a L #
temple here. Its roof tiles are broken, and mist continuously rises 2K C
around it, just like the smoke of incense. Its door has fallen down, T °

so you always see the moon shining inside, like the light of a torch.

SISO ER S SRRSO M [ OREOHEROMOZ A o8¢

T TS SO A B S R

Such descriptions perfectly suit this place. Alas, how lonely this

?

place is. How lonely this place is.
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story ;‘E E—f g;; Ve ,f?;q IEEI j)?g i
4. The Retired Emperor Meets Awa-no-naishi at the Temple g %" é
_ x - > i] - % ) .
Arriving in Ohara, the Retired Emperor’s entourage visits the humble temple f,j; 5 ;L T’é 7%.; j;j {g ?:}: E L =
where Nyo-in lives. Awa-no-naishi welcomes them and tells the Retired N Vi R H z P ClZ 5 ‘ﬁ:‘: ik FE
Emperor that Nyo-in is out. w ° ¥ H T H H B V4D A" <
bi 7z /)N L ) DD Uy 2 D fa
;) E‘Eﬁ & z a? f;ﬁ 5 P i
) o . > & ) D D 17 D
Chinagon It seems this is the temple where Nyo-in lives. N 4 9 \ Vo e
G_:. 2 % ﬁo E L b\ E N A
ES - =i = X\ = lES
The eaves are entangles with vines, morning glories climbing up \d % C \z [y i D w &
o [ N 23 (=
to them. The door is closed, covered in weeds. What a lonely place f’i’ '3; - < rfzﬂ J): b &
this is. i Z = é @ 2 0? 5
n 2 P 9 8 I fE
E i h ? CE J: <v 71)2 b ; E‘ {F
Xcuse me, 1s someone here? o) 5 77—: 75) P{» }%
& ZAS X 0> ¥ =
Awa-no-naishi X N W I 5 fgf
May I ask your name? % EE E g8 Hil
i i % h
_ _ 73 m COE %
Chanagon I am Chinagon Madenokoji. il 7 o o
b i o ]
Naishi Oh my goodness, welcome to this temple. What brought you all bAS h ES 32
the way to this remote place in the mountains? I Iz % D
D > H N
i . o . o 7= o I i
Chinagon His Imperial Majesty decided to visit Nyo-in’s residence, and he D 2 B 23
just arrived here. T B ) B
< it (& n
=) < N
x & S &2
7, - n Iz
S T S
2 < bt
\(\\
L %o 7\{"
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story 1@ é {@f é {@f ’é ,f?;q e
Naishi Nyo-in is not here now because she went out to pick flowers up in
the mountains behind this temple. (ji £ s % ez n % ’?‘7 B C %
il it D b L D 20 %) S BB ot
= N b 5
Chinagon Ilet (Awa-no-naishi) know Your Majesty has just arrived and was '0:') % /[J;l C&i 'I‘E il): % 0{:' z 4 o ;{ JQ\ E
told that Nyo-in went to pick flowers in the mountains and is not 5] %> N % ‘;2‘ Iz < O z % D D
here now. Your Majesty, please have a seat and wait for her return. T ° Viz 5 RS : 3 D 9 1 [
3, oo~ wx ¥R R T %I
Retired Emperor A ‘? 1}‘){ E}E‘ L lg ';i ﬂf%l! j; 03 26
Hello, cloistered lady, may I ask who you are? Z [,:E n F ;?; 3; I H N L‘ Z i
2 S S b ESE
Naishi It is no surprise that you do not recognize me. The woman now 5 W 7})3 /Vo S % S 5 H E:
before you is how Awa-no-naishi, a daughter of Shinzei, has ended (\ 5 Eﬁ D Z < L 17
up. . 1 H b 3 - &k 2
S FS % z g L n
. o 5] L 5 3 v 5 ¥
I'look horrible and am uncertain if I will survive until tomorrow, % 7 5 5 v ~ L ZS
so I could hardly blame you for having forgotten me. < ° j/?, L 9 B 7 B
r i v A BB
Retired Emperor :Ci z < S ) ;ﬁg
Where did Nyo-in go? o D KR El Iz ~
o o, okt &
. . . R % ,@ h : > 9
Naishi She went out to pick flowers in the mountains behind this hut. I 7 1% < N <
72 A \ SR i
Retired Emperor <\ B 1= ,LV B O ¢
Who is attending her? B H [iiths Ji 1l
,le ;%‘-: D D e
- . . . . . 4 IS ic e
Naishi Dainagon-no-tsubone is. Please wait for a while. She will be back ) ﬁ;b N >
Z S
soon. g’;c £ IKEJ 2
v B D H
% + 2 Z I
L L N B AT
e < £f 5
o \ AN ¢ T
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story
5. Nyo-in Comes Back and Meets the Retired Emperor

Nyo-in returns from the mountain with Tsubone. She meets and talks to the
Retired Emperor, who has been waiting for her.

Nyo-in  Yesterday is over and today is just about to pass by meaninglessly.
Although this fragile self is uncertain of surviving until tomorrow,
I shall never forget the late emperor (Antoku), even for a moment.
“For deeply sinful people, the only way to be reborn in Amida’s
Pure Land is to invoke the name of Amida Buddha. I pray that the
late emperor, Nii-dono, and every member of the deceased Heike
Clan will attain Buddhahood. Namu Amidabutsu.

Oh, I hear voices coming from our temple.
Tsubone Please rest here for a while.
Naishi Nyo-in is returning along the mountain path.

Retired Emperor
Well, which lady is Nyo-in? Which one is Dainagon-no-tsubone?

Naishi The lady holding the flower basket is Nyo-in. The woman carrying
kindling and mountain vegetables is Dainagon-no-tsubone.

We are blessed with an honorable visit from the Retired Emperor
Go-shirakawa.
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story K.?JE o é o é
Nyo-in  IfIsee him, people will talk behind my back, saying that I have

forgotten this world of delusions and attachments, or that I, whose B Vi A X yg 2 W T A & K07 BB

life was saved after my attempt to commit suicide, dared to meet o) 4 o < be X A v kAL 9 5 H

the Retired Emperor. Imagining this, I feel ashamed and tears wet 7- D X N % FH w % o % B 1 woC

my sleeves. 1t H H < Z N AW e — ) B 2 »

o L LR o o 2E CWE @S5 L

Reciters  This is her thinking, but His Majesty has also renounced the world. }g gz i é) g Z: H ’l(‘:‘)‘ LL‘)‘ ,;% HZ)E_l V9: 751 @ ?}

They are walking on the same Buddha Way. She pulls herself 7 2 2 B 1% g\i D H 4 b/)\ 7 o 7 N

together. A H /N X > H L £ TR 82 -

o & Y gpxrlLemo 5 L

In front of the window I invoked the Buddha’s name one time, 75; M\ & 2 - K 7’ j: (/N th =39

in front of the window I invoked the Buddha’s name one time, I lﬁ) JE 1% % El A % < %‘(? Lz

prayed that Amida Buddha, who saves all living beings, will shine % 7;): S Vi) z)o E| —IEI_i L g ﬂ% 1%):

her bright light upon me. In front of the humble door where I /ﬁ% FRf <\ fl): * D IE} /{Z\ 3/;: s H

invoked the Buddha’s name ten times, I have been waiting for the D ﬁﬁ {% e 2 & Z & { N AYA =

sacred bodhisattvas to come, welcoming me. How unexpected that 5% e B Tt 7.:7\ e — ™ o n

it is the Retired Emperor who visits me in this evening. Feeling as H %4 D _(?H)] c:; e % IEIEI D E&H Z’

though I have returned to the past, I remember many things and [% Z: g:o) ;ﬁ 5 =4 % l]Z)_E' 3:; /Lm)\ %

shed tears. Indeed, there could be no greater expression of kind ,’(\ = %ﬁé 7 e O) < 7 2 N 2

consideration. His Majesty travelled on a narrow path through the ) A N b 73 5— T = N TR >

village of Seryo (the area in the west of Ohara) to lonely Ohara. It ) Y % 2B F.)% S D = <

must be the image of the Retired Emperor, instead of the moon, zl: 732 Ea gﬂ 154; ;'rlf % ﬁﬁ 4y EE)H =S

that is reflected in the water of the Oboro spring (a spring located 7% 2 St ;tg)- 5% g < é‘_ B i{%

near Jakko-in). i ;F) 7§ - ?:’ % ?—E IE:I Z/?: L

Now, how can we describe the season of His Majesty’s visit? 16 ;i; - j'-); ﬂ: 1% e % @\‘ chj

D 2 7;\ AN ¢ 25 ERb)

Nyo-in  Spring has passed and summer is upon us. This is the time of the = 9 S <\ I 5 9 F o 5

Kamo Festival. We enjoy the li i i f spri A KM 50 il L 1

. joy the lingering vestiges of spring between VA v HﬁE a5 o ﬂé ;’éﬁ n D) 7

the fresh green leaves that push forth in early summer. CC\ {0%)3 lg/ 73;_ ;\g— Il;% ;E ° %

Reciters ~ White clouds trailing over the distant mountains... # {J_\\( ) % VR ? E

D " oo N 2 \ 7%

Nyo-in  would be mementos of fallen cherry blossoms.
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story B = B =
Reciters  Walking in a field between growing grass, coming to the end of a
path, 7 - N 8 -
2l gi%b%% fF - ity o, |- g
>~ N SN N A > o z - R
Nyo-in  he arrives at this temple. He arrives at this temple. Just like its é’— % Li\\ li < z ?? < 4 A %; {l} E %
name, Jakko-in should be appreciated for its still, calm light. VAN g; VF O =1 [ il VD VoD ~N Sk o
A5 L e o2 o® W x5
Reciters  Blooming on pine branches illuminated in bright light... El [T &-O ¢ %H_j \E) JE % % 2 I
b o4 IF Lo ) A I
e . . a1 2 SRS 7 Iz et g
Nyo-in  is wisteria hanging over the pond and blooming at the start of the g rOL[) o X ° I 5 - &
%
summer. ) é:: Z): F b D F -g: et i&\
Reciters  This flower must... & 5 (E % B ] /N >k b
0 SRS Lo 5
Nyo-in  have been waiting for His Majesty’s visit. g I O 78: % ﬁ EO) 1&? 3} ?o\
| . | L fE X o e A D
Reciters  Quite rare are the late cherry blossoms that bloom behind the F L 3 ¥ N ly‘é < N Iz
young leaves. They are much more interesting than the early @; I = VR =1 D F ZAS
blossoms that appear at the start of the spring. We are extremely - E T D I/ ci‘ Z b\
~ - ' < (= SO 5 &
grateful that the Retired Emperor, who appreciates such things, vwo D 7 \ Iz G
visits this place, although this humble hut with a door made of ¥ H C’i 2 ?E ,j—:E %
twigs is an unfitting place for him to stay in, even for a moment. An L z F 7 X ,ﬁ'f: x
unfitting place for him to stay in, even for a moment. 7': % 3/1' C b [5e CC;
3 - oy D
Nyo-in  “I never imagined myself living deep in the mountains and gazing et % . A %
upon the moon, which I enjoyed in the palace in the past” Because DA ? v 2, IZ %
I always thought so, I am truly grateful that His Majesty has & n H Jb_
deigned to call upon me in this remote mountain village. Bz z 3 K N
T Iz B %
7 » 75 @ >
S b % L o2 7%
7 é v H ot
5 3 E ) D
3 |7 N B
IZS 5
g8 N2
L T B ik z
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story

EiSy

6. Nyo-in Talks about Her Life

&

AR

S s ST R[S D STIXES AT @=L

Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa requests Nyo-in, who says she has seen the
Six Realms, to describe what they look like. Nyo-in reflects on the events

AR

ERSRORHM ,INTT |

in her life and narrates how the entire Heike clan was wiped out. After the
story, with a lingering sense of nostalgia, the Retired Emperor takes leave
of Jakko- in, and Nyo-in goes back to her small temple.

SHHAC~EHE

35
/N

S5

Retired Emperor
Recently, someone told me you observed the state of the Six

NI ESIN

AN b
oF O ) BIER S SR EERS SRR S T

ITES Aot MRS E | N SR oRIREREE

CHFITT e O EHREIM O A I T e RIS SRR
NEMFNFHBTESE R

Realms. Since only buddhas and bodhisattvas can see them all, I

e
1%

wonder how you could achieve this.

<
1%

Nyo-in ~ I'understand your concern. To look back on my life,

CF VN N T (0 S0 S [ O Bl X -

E-ESGHR DS MoNdHEONTTIPERET) FNUTIEAEISR N LR
>

AN A IBERIFEAROFE LS SR
ik

“Reflecting on myself, I am a rootless weed on a shore.

M
/

el g S TS TR S B J o ek A e ieF e § &R &

Z
< &
73 X
* i
!
n 4 %)
4 T~ (R < %z
Reciters  Discussing my fate, I am a boat floating in a bay with no port at = < 2 kg g
which moor. There is nowhere I can stay” My life is exactly as ﬁﬁ;ﬁ % bi g 50
this poem describes. &+ > X z
K k 9 IC 2
Nyo-in  As the mother of an emperor, I enjoyed all the pleasure in N B v % L
Heaven and... £ ) ) 5 ke
73 BNy 2 CARNES
Reciters  had a jeweled crown on my head. However, it did not last long < Z é:C 75 ?i%
and my fortune has wasted away, just like the five marks of i g L 2 IE' E\
decrepitude age heavenly beings, D %) oL X O
1 2 9 2N
P fi . 9 I
2 {3 {IN 5
£ ° ) [
9 = %
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story

Nyo-in  so that while surviving this life,

Reciters I wandered through all Six Realms.

First, my family, the Heike Clan, floated between the waves in
the western ocean, with no port at which we could stay. There
was no drinkable water when I was thirsty, although we were
surrounded by water, so I felt as though I had fallen into the
Realm of Hungry Spirits. Another time, we were frightened that
waves would smash our boats against rugged coast. The fearful
screams of the people in the boats reminded me of the sordid
roar of sinners sent to the Hell of Shrieking.

Nyo-in ~ When the fighting took place on land,

Reciters I was witnessing a battle in the Realm of Asuras. It was truly hor-
rible. The thundering hooves of numerous horses sounded to me
just like the Realm of Animals. While staying here in the Realm
of Human Beings, I suffered through all of these events. That I
have, in my life, experienced all of the Six Realms is beyond the
limits of sorrow.

Retired Emperor Your story does, indeed, sound unusual. Would you tell
me about the last moments of the late emperor?

Nyo-in  To tell his story fills me with regret. At Hayatomo in Nagato
Province, the Heike agreed to escape to Chikushi for the time.
Because Ogata Saburé betrayed us, we changed our plan to
go to Satsuma-gata. However, the tide turned against us and
prevented us from proceeding. We seemed to have depleted our
store of luck. Noto-no-kami Noritsune, clasping in his arms the
brothers Aki-no-Taro and Aki-no-Jiro, jumped into the ocean,
saying to the brothers, “Come with me to the land of the dead”

BERR—FILYA b thegg-com
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story it &% o ﬂ/ij'
2
JL
Shin-Chunagon Tomomori pulled up the anchor of a boat
moored offshore and held it over his helmet. He exchanged his b 1 A -+ E3 K H H 2 BN = £ o X Iz
bow with that of his nursemaid-sibling, Ienaga, and sank into OZ)) 24 % % 7”:‘ 1= ?) ] B oD k\ ::F' r77’: 2
the ocean. Vel Tﬁ 1 f‘[’; 0&]'\ b3 % F)\ Tléj% H%\ = @ - XEL
N b FomTF = L Wz
At that moment, Nii-dono tucked the hem of her hakama into Ly Wi ! R e A =S D T
a doubled, dark-colored kimono and said that, although she ?)J n Z o = —l;‘ oL o oz {ﬁ: N
was a woman, she would never allow herself to be captured by < Iz J): C X M 6 % 0 L
the enemy. She would follow the emperor. So saying, she held %E 52{ 7) w % /)o H g HY e s 5
the hand of His Imperial Majesty Antoku and stood at the edge o i % % ES <\ v 2’ @ % iz ‘i: by\
of their boat. The emperor asked where they were going. She éi/ {O) Iz Iz v B2 w0 2 % = g
answered that this is a sordid land filled with treasonous subor- = s G| ] 'O/C) ¥ : Yk < 2 n
dinates, and that a splendid place, a wonderful paradise lay just é z = 2 L ow E i N ‘( F
beneath the waves, so let us go there, she said, with tears in her % ?{) _IE. 2/7: fﬁ] 73 ( k %%;i z F/@ {ﬁ L
eyes. Emperor Antoku replied, “I understand,” and turned to /0) #h ;OL *x 5 & D % f: éi) % Iﬂ:lj ko
the east to bid farewell to his ancestor Amaterasu Omikami, the ¢ jg) 7 A W % i)i = ﬁ F %I #é s
ruling goddess of the universe. % r E % 7{‘:‘ < Lt oz 07; Wi IR A %E
AES g ¢ K sHE KF T
Reciters / Nyo-in = Iz L = A AN #
Then, nox E T B Y vE 2% 3R
S 7 il 5 X B L - &
, , i O | R A Vo >
Reciters  he turned to the west and invoked the name of the Buddha ten :F P % ﬁ h > 5 2 s %
times. f’ﬁi + ﬁcl? k & Iz 7\ ! j’ 7 5 T
o FY L Lo i x
. « w2 5 < = .
Nyo-in  “Now I know that e xR W 2 2 & o D EB
Sl T oA iz o
CL_ 1z N < ~ 0) ~ ﬁ ;g
Reciters  beneath the waves lies a capital city, waiting for emperors B iz B £ #
descended from Amaterasu Omikami” Having composed A IR Wy N Ie
this, his last poem, Emperor Antoku sank to the bottom of the 0 % L -z % S B e
ocean. Although I dived in right after him, warriors of the Genji cf‘“ JEE 2;‘ W o H oI b D
Clan dragged me out of the ocean. My meaningless life was thus fg % f) 3727 D T CY) i
prolonged, so that I may now see Your Majesty once more, and . B 7 Fﬁ: (A 5 Q e
5o EI/EN = S S EN (&8

wet my sleeves with tears, filling me with shame.
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Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara) Story i K}g‘n
Although I will miss you terribly, please return to Kyoto soon,
please return to Kyoto soon. Nyo-in urged the Retired Emperor 28 V) =OfA
to do so. His Imperial Majesty, riding in his litter, left Jakko-in to [5¢ Iz 3
go back to Kyoto. B ESI
5 H v
Nyo-in  Standing at the door of the humble temple, g i,;;
e AR
Reciters  for a while Nyo-in watches his departing figure, and then she ) §)
enters the temple. She enters the temple. A EE;

N
£

AT IFTAESRTER . CTT) BOTOTE [ SOBTBTHIR

oINSV ) HIERC LAF SO ) S S esHRIey  EO R
OB AN S SR RHEEEA T RHGEEN T LT T S IR IR A H
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RPTHETY [ FOTroBTHBORE LN

R s N

BEBGR— 5 LY A thegg.corn - 13- http://Wwww.the-noh.com



Ohara Goko (The Imperial Visit to Ohara)

Synopsis

This takes place when the wars between two clans,
the Genji (family name: Minamoto) and Heike (family
name: Taira) were settled and the Heike Clan was
defeated. Kenreimon-in (Nyo-in), a daughter of Taira-
no-Kiyomori and also the mother of Emperor Antoku,
survived, although her family was vanquished at the Battle
of Dan-no-ura. Although Nyo-in tried to commit suicide
by throwing herself in the ocean during the battle, some
enemy warriors from the Genji clan pulled her out of the
water and saved her life. After the war, she renounced the
world and resided in a humble temple, Jakké-in in Ohara
(located in the northeast of Kyoto), where she devoted
herself to serving the Buddha, and praying for her the
repose of her deceased family.

When spring is nearing its end and summer is just
around the corner, her father-in-law, Retired Emperor
Go-shirakawa (the father of Emperor Takakura), comes in
his litter to visit Nyo-in. When His Majesty arrives, she is
in the mountains with Dainagon-no-tsubone (her sister-
in-law, a wife of Taira-no-Shigehira), picking flowers and
branches of sacred star anise to offer to the Buddha, and
gathering kindling and mountain vegetables.

Arriving at Jakko-in, His Majesty and his attendants
meet Awa-no-naishi (a child of the nursemaid of Retired
Emperor Go-shirakawa, suckled alongside him) who
lives with Nyo-in. As they learn that Nyo-in is away for
the moments, they decide to wait for her to come back.
Nyo-in and Dainagon-no-tsubone return. She sees His
Majesty for the first time in years. When she expresses her
appreciation for His Majesty’s unexpected visit, he asks
her to explain the rumor that she has experienced the Six
Realms (Hell and the five other realms, which are Hungry
Spirits, animals, Asuras, humans, and heavenly beings).
Nyo-in talks about her checkered past and tearfully
narrates the final moments of the Heike Clan, including
her son, Emperor Antoku, who drowned himself. It is
regretful but the time has come and His Majesty must
leave now. His Majesty’s litter returns to Kyoto. Nyo-in
sees him off and quietly enters her small temple.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Schools

Category
Author
. . Subject
Highlight <enson
. . . L1 Scene
This masterpiece focuses on storytelling, which is )
R X Tsukurimono
one of the major attractions of Noh drama. Although
this play involves many characters and its scenes change Characters
often, the entire story proceeds smoothly and quietly,
and it maintains a state of undisturbed tranquility.
Some people have compared this piece to an exquisite
painting or illustrated narrative scroll. The calm of the
atmospheric scenes makes a profound impression as the
images appearing in your mind are advanced by the highly
sophisticated narrative.
Masks
If possible, learning some of the obsolete vocabulary
used in classical Japanese and improving listening skills
will allow viewers to enjoy this piece more fully. What
Costumes

sort of fate befell the protagonist, Kenreimon-in, and what
did she observe in her life? Her stories about the drowned
young Emperor Antoku and the last moments of her
family, the Heike Clan, express an emotion beyond mere
sadness or loneliness; they invoke a sense of profound
melancholy without end.

Number of scenes

Length

- 14 -

All five. Kanze, Hosho, Komparu, and Kongd schools use the characters of Ohara (X&)
while the Kita school uses Ohara (/J\R).

The Third Group Noh

Unknown

The Tale of the Heike, Volume Kanjo

Spring (April in the lunar calendar)

Jakké-in in Ohara in Yamashiro Province (Kyoto)

a straw hut (large or regular size)

Shite Kenreimon-in

Tsure Dainagon-no-tsubone

Tsure Awa-no-naishi

Tsure Retired Emperor Go-shirakawa

Waki Chiinagon Madenokoji

Waki-tsure A minister

Waki-tsure litter carrier

Ai servant

Shite Wakaonna, Fukai, Z6, Ko-omote, etc.
Tsure (Dainagon-no-tsubone) Ko-omote

Tsure (Awa-no-naishi) Shakumi

Shite hana-béshi (white) (a type of cloth used by a cloistered nun to cover

her head to chest), kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as
the innermost layer of the costume of a female character), karaori (a
short-sleeved outer kimono worn by female characters), and Buddhist
prayer beads. Wears mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono) and
holds a basket (a basket for leaves) later in the drama

Tsure hana-béshi (pale yellow, etc.), kitsuke / surihaku, muji-noshime (short-

(Dainagon-no- sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the innermost layer of the

tsubone) costumes of male characters of lesser standing), Buddhist prayer beads,
and a basket. Holds kindling and mountain vegetables later

Tsure hana-boshi (pale yellow, etc.), kitsuke / surihaku, muji-noshime, and

(Awa-no-naishi)  Buddhist prayer beads

Tsure hana-boshi (white, pale yellow, etc.), kitsuke / shiroaya (pure white silk

(Retired Emperor  kimono, white representing a high rank) or kitsuke / atsuita (a type of

Go-shirakawa) short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male characters), hakama in

okuchi-style (colored) or sashinuki-komi-okuchi (underwear hakama in

okuchi-style), mizugoromo or kariginu-style kimono, koshi-obi (belt),
kara (a piece of square cloth worn over other clothes by Buddhism
priests), a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Waki kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in
okuchi-style (white), kariginu-style kimono or choken (an unlined,
long-sleeved elegant garment worn by dancing female characters),
koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki-tsure hora-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress worn by stately characters),

Si‘;‘i’;"e"r;“e"t kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in dkuchi-style (white), kariginu-style kimono,
koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki-tsure kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in okuchi-style (white), kariginu-style kimono,

(Litter Carrier) koshi-obi, and a fan. Holds a litter

Ai kyogen-kamishimo (top and bottom of kimono for kydgen-kata)

Two
About two hours
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