Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

This part from Utaibon in Kanze School
*Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following
story therefore introduces one such dialogue, referring to the current utaibon (book of

lyrics and musical notation) used in the Kanze School.

1. A Man Residing in the Town by Ungo-ji Temple Calls Out to Jinen-Koji

A man from the town that has developed around Ungo-ji Temple in Kyoto
appears on the stage. He notifies the audience that Ungo-ji Temple aims to
further develop its temple complex and therefore has requested a preacher
named Jinen-Koji to preach the Buddha’s Law for seven consecutive days in
order to attract people and raise funds. He says that today is the last day of his
sermon, and calls out to Jinen-Koji.

[Kyogen-Kuchiake]

At the beginning, Ai-kyogen (in “Jinen-Koji’, a Man Living in the Town
Developed around Ungo-ji Temple) appears and guides the audience to the
beginning of the story. It is called “kyogen-Kuchiake” .

Man Living in the Town around Ungo-ji Temple
I am a man residing in the town established around the gate of
Ungo-ji Temple in Higashiyama, Kyoto. Here we have a Buddhist
preacher named Jinen-Koji. In order to raise funds for the further
development of Ungo-ji Temple he has been preaching the
Buddha’s Law for seven days. Today is the last day of his sermon.
Since so many people have already gathered here, I hasten to call

Jinen-Koji and request him to preach a sermon.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Excuse me, Jinen-Koji, would you please come out immediately
and preach to the audience? The venue has already been filled with

so many people.

2. A Girl Asks Jinen-Koji to Hold a Memorial Service for Her Parents

Jinen-Koji appears. Following him, a girl appears on the stage and gives a
letter to Jinen-Koji via the man living in the temple town. The letter contains
her request to hold a memorial service for her deceased parents. The audi-
ence sheds tears when Jinen-Koji reads the letter aloud.

Jinen-Koji In order to expand Ungo-ji Temple, please make a donation and

receive a wooden charm.

A cloud floats in the evening sky, and now is the time we wait
for the moon rising above this Ungo-ji Temple. I shall start my
sermon. The preacher steps on the dais and strikes the bell, the
signal that he will commence reading a hatsuganmon*.

*hatsuganmon: A text expressing one’s wishes to Buddha.

Respectfully do I address myself to the Tathagatha Shakyamuni
Buddha, who devoted his entire life to disseminating his precious
teaching; to all buddhas of the past, present, and future; and to

all bodhisattvas throughout the ten directions of the universe.
Please listen to me. Invoking the divine guardians who protect the
Buddha’s Law, I will recite the Heart Sutra.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Man from the Temple Town

Jinen-Koji

Oh, how adorable. This child brings a fujumon**. Give the letter to
me, please.
**Fujumon: A letter requesting sutra recitation for consoling spirits of the

deceased. It is submitted with an offering.

Oh, you are submitting the fujumon letter to me, aren’t you?

Man from the Temple Town

Jinen-Koji

Reciters

This kimono is truly beautiful. Please read this child’s fujumon
immediately.

I respectfully make this request for fuju  sutra recitation for

the deceased. Here is my offering to the Buddha, the Buddha’s
Dharma, the Sangha, and the assembly of monks. I request a
prayer service so that the souls of my deceased parents may
quickly attain buddhahood. This minoshiro garment (kimono as a
ransom) is sincerely offered to the Buddha, the Buddha’s Dharma,
the Sangha, and the assembly of monks. In India, a poor woman
practiced a good deed by offering a garment in order to pray for
her in the afterlife. However, this poor woman does so for her
parents.

How sad to see the minoshiro garment. How sad to see the
minoshiro garment. “I would like to leave this world of sorrows
as soon as possible and be reborn with my deceased parents on
a lotus flower in paradise”. After reading this aloud, Jinen-Koji’s
tears moisten the sleeve of his black robes. Among the large
number in the audience, not a single person’s sleeves were not
moistened by tears. Everyone’s sleeves were wet with weeping.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

T
T

many persons in Kyoto during this trip. I bought a girl around
fourteen or fifteen years old, and as she requested to take a leave of
absence for a while, I allowed her to leave yesterday. However, she
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Yes, I was right. She is here. Hurry and bring her here.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

4. Jinen-Koji Cancels His Sermon and Chases After the Child

Knowing that human traffickers have taken the girl away, Jinen-Koji cancels
his sermon and runs after the group to rescue the child.

Man from the Temple Town

I respectfully speak to Jinen-Koji.

Jinen-Koji What happened?

Man from the Temple Town
A couple of rough men came and tried to haul away the girl who
just submitted the fujumon. I told them that I would not let them
do it, but they said they had the right to do so. I therefore let them
leave.

Jinen-Koji That is no good. From the beginning, I could see that something
was troubling the girl. Besides, she described her offering of
minoshiro garment, instead of simply calling it kimono, in her
fujumon. I was therefore a little suspicious. I am analyzing the
situation. That girl probably sold herself to get the kimono and
bring the fujumon here for the consolation of her parents’ souls.
Then those men must be human traffickers. They have the right,
and we do not. So you perhaps cannot do anything, even if you go
and try to stop them.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Man from the Temple Town
I assume the human traffickers are going to eastern provinces. I
will run after them and stop them in Matsumoto, in Otsu.

Jinen-Koji For the while, wait. There is no reason for you to go there. I will
take this kimono with me, trade it for the girl, and bring her back
here.

Man from the Temple Town
If you do so, all of the effort you made to preach the sermon up
until today will become nothing.

Jinen-Koji No, no, even were people to listen to me preach the Buddha’s Law
for a hundred days or a thousand days, that alone would not truly
save them, it would only help them distinguish between good and
bad. The girl was a good person, and the human traffickers were
bad persons. See, they show us where good and evil ultimately
part ways.

I shall end my preaching here for today. “I pray that the merits
of this sermon will be transferred to all living beings and that
thereby, all of us will together accomplish the Buddha-way” (A
phrase from the Parable of the Conjured City in Lotus Sutra).

In order to practice the Buddha-way,

Reciters I shall sacrifice myself and help people.
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5. Jinen-Koji Stops the Departure of Human Traffickers’ Boat 7 Jz&u I 2K
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Jinen-Koji calls out to the group of human traffickers, who have just left the < N n 5 z B it +
shore on a boat. Attracting their attention with his skillful speech, he succeeds Z & N =g ° i VAS % L 2 1%
in detaining the boat. The enraged human trafficker beats the girl in frustra- D 23 Al [ %\ gj < H é 2 :CJ *
tion. Jinen-Koji is worried about the girl, who cannot make a sound, and when ? I%:k EE! 2 (;Fg g }C ok 1 ’; A
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shouting to us? 2 z 03 an 7
VA 7> nea ma A
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Jinen-Koji It must be the boat of hito-kai (human traffickers). iy i
| Mooom B % ok W o b B A
Human Trafficker 1 7 \z N 1% o) = k Iz Iz - B =
Oh, what you say in such a loud voice! 5 [t < E 7z 2z [ H ok A
oL . N —f )
ooE oa % < km jir o b E P
Jinen-Koji That’s right, blame me for talking loudly, because you don’t want v ? iH Je i bi é - & 72: 7 é
. « ,, . . < Z pail -+ El %’j — H Z Iz )
people know what you are. All I said was “an oar” (NOTE: hito-kai 13 L 3 L v B % th ok fif o
(one oared) is the same pronunciation as a human trafficker in VA % gu %‘ z 2> > or ;E
Japanese), that is, the oar rowing the boat. 5 o) 5 9 L L — ;a’ J, L N V)
AN < g (EE % VoL D 7N Y,
N - N o —-
Human Trafficker 2 v )\ v % E\i J/i? Z =5 % = I 752
There is a Chinese-style oar called “kara-ro’, but there is no oar L 0%) D E g N B % L [0} éﬂ
called “hito-kai" & < < 2 n ° v s é)‘: n
N & > N
i I3 R . 7 Ax ) w C
Jinen-Koji We count the smoky mist on water as “one layer, two layers’, and % 75 EFE b = b . L
wetted fabric as “one dip, two dips”. So there’s nothing strange ﬁz 4 2 ;Fé \%\: 702 7]}\ & 705)‘ L %
about calling a boat a “one-oared boat’, because you just took one N - :O N ; X )
o o 2t 5 5 R
stroke. L Iz e % =) L ZD 5
4 @ #@ < = wn B
Human Trafficker 1 mn 4 ) X A o) N N N
What you say is truly interesting. By the way, what is your business 6\ [ g 1A ° T & =
here? 7 7% 7 2 o I 7 33
iy A v il j - 5 W
. ) . y . Uit % B H H X 6} 2o
Jinen-Koji My name is Jinen-Koji, and I am a preacher. I just came to tell you 1z B 3 = < 1 L S5
that you ruined my sermon. By U < L g ) > % X
0 L kR % »» 7- V = 9
Human Trafficker 2 g El 752 ? Iﬂ_i m") E;
) >
Sermons tell us what is right. I believe we have done nothing el E)o Iz g“- 7 7z )7:';
- b b}
wrong. X ¥ 2 Vo ES i
Jinen-Koji I am not saying you did something wrong. All the same, I am & 0) — ¢ ‘/'CO L
returning this kimono to you. E’O < % b)l
9
Jinen-Koji does not let go of the boat, soaking the hem of his robe
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Human Trafficker 1
How irritating! But I am afraid to attack a man wearing monk’s
robes. This is all your fault! Using an oar to hit the child.

Jinen-Koji The child made no sound, even when hit. Has she died?

Human Trafficker 2
No, that’s impossible.

Jinen-Koji Rushing to the child’s side,

Human Trafficker 1
she is bound with rope,

Reciters  and her mouth is gagged. Although crying, she cannot make a
sound.

6. Jinen-Koji Urges the Human Traffickers to Free the Child

The human traffickers try to force him off the boat, but Jinen-Koji is
undaunted and insists on going with them to the eastern province unless they
release the child. The traffickers can imagine the accusations that people will
make if they bring a preacher with them, so they reluctantly decide to free the
child. To vent his frustration, the human trafficker gets the idea to humiliate
Jinen-Koji by making him perform for them. Then, he requests that Jinen-Koji

dances in exchange for the child’s freedom.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Jinen-Koji How pitiful you are. I will bring you home later. Feel safe now.

Human Trafficker 1

Jinen-Koji, please get off our boat.

Jinen-Koji Please give the child to me. Then I will get off the boat. You do not
lose anything, because I returned the kimono to you.

Human Trafficker 1

I wish I could, but there is a problem.
Jinen-Koji What is the problem?

Human Trafficker 1
Yes, there is an iron-clad rule among the people in this business.
Namely, once we buy someone, we cannot return him or her. We
are therefore unable to give the child to you.

Jinen-Koji All right, I understand your rule. Among my fellows, we also have
an iron-clad rule. Our rule is that if we meet someone like this
child who is so sincere that she does not value her own life and fail
to help her, then we can never return to our monks’ quarters. I do
not want to break your rule, and also do not want to break my own
rule. I therefore shall stay on this boat and go with you to Mutsu
Province, where you are taking the child. I will not get off the boat.

Human Trafficker 1
If you do not get off the boat, I will hurt you.
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Jinen-Koji Hurt is part of our training of self-sacrifice.
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Human Trafficker 1
I take your life.
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Jinen-Koji Even if you take my life, I will never leave this boat.
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Human Trafficker 1 T
What did you say? You will not get off the boat, even if I kill you? L IR
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Jinen-Koji Yes, that’s right. 70 7
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This Jinen-Koji is really a big problem. biins < =)
%) A e %)
First, come here. Now what should we do. ES < ;%i S \ &
EANE oL < N
Human Trafficker 2 %Bj @ .;)t Z ;))
We have no choice, we must return the child. Think about the D = ° 7 <
situation. People will gossip, supposing that human traffickers 1% 3k b kR
from Mutsu came to Kyoto and bought a preacher named Jinen- i)EIE@\\ 0:.\ < O? 752
Koji because they failed to buy other people. If this happens, it é‘g £ % 7%
will bring us serious problems. We have no choice other than ¥ %" )
returning the child. ° | S °
Z — =z
Human Trafficker 1 D N & F
I agree with you, but I would regret it if we simply gave the child E ES l‘: A
back. I want to humiliate and laugh at him before we return the Cj’; ;C_ 5;)3 <
child. v ° 42 (;}
% 2 5T
R Xz &
%, h H
i Bowv B
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Human Trafficker 2

That sounds reasonable.

Human Trafficker 1

Hey, Jinen-Koji, please get off the boat.
Jinen-Koji That would be rash of me. I will not leave the boat.

Human Trafficker 1

That would not be rash. Just get off, please.
Jinen-Koji Oh, the color has returned to the boatman’s cheeks.

Human Trafficker 1

No no, nothing has changed.

This man told us that he came to Kyoto for the first time and heard
the great reputation of Jinen-Koji’s dances. By all means, please
show us your dancing.

Jinen-Koji I have never performed any dance.

Human Trafficker 1
That must not be true. I heard that you performed a dance on the
dais to waken the audience when you were preaching last year, just
like this year. The reputation of your dancing has even reached
Mutsu Province. Please dance.
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A % . Y R A +
Story % z R 2= fi 7
Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) A il % M :t i i . aF)
ddha, that 13 £ 5} - . s
i Koji I see, even amusements and jokes can lead us to t.he Bu . jthe 5 © % x | i\ i 5 - 3; 70 b
inen-iel st’ have happened at some time in the past. Will you g n L 7 < 2, P E % m 2
mu N IV, >
child back to me if I perform a dance? 7 ;J; %_‘_ %: g l%) fjé[ 25 N
U ) 1%
z B2 i % 3| G = Kt
Homan Tralf'f:s:t( z\fe will enjoy your dancing, and then we will dec1ci§/,}ll)aze n,(tm %C ;{ %é ? ﬁ 4 ; X . % i;
' i dress here. y do i G
We have an eboshi head \\ E % % > -
your performance~ &\ \"\ Ny T > A O) f\_ E&
you put in on and dance? b "z > 7, i < ke 5 1
b Fs% L 7 X . =
.. . f r the Child’s Fl'eedom - _‘{_'_‘ % J: O)
7. Jinen-Koji Dances in Exchange fo = E—; % ?E.Z fis E a *(( > 74
. i d Vs W » Z
i ious dances. The human traffickers free the child an 3\:, n A %] p %‘z it :t 2 < ’:d_f cf
Jinen-Koji performs var 1T Koii ° n # Iz £ » S Z E g
she safely returns to Kyoto with Jinen-Koji. P 2, I = v £ L 2
t 03 7 5 ° %{ 5k
—~ TAN l{ )
T L L B 5
[monOgi] rform a dance. Ilﬁ N 72 n i L %)
Jinen-Koji wears eboshi and prepares to pe Z;-E i fi#t < L < O
- ( JiX £ ;I 7S VC\
I assume that in the end, you will Z gi 5’: S A s 2
. i ing deeply on this matter, I ass ‘ ] . - > - - <
Jinen-Koji ?eﬂichtilsncghiledeiZt not do so for free. You are just trying to humili ;C_ ,Eyé Z E z g 5
ree ) . )
. d inhuman. — 1Y
ate and shame me. That is too cruel and in 7@0 © i fb = 2 3)
é \®) E: /% T\ :
Human Trafficker 1 . 2T N f]]?ﬁ Ij: %
No, we are neither cruel nor inhuman. & lg #b Vol ) b
‘i))) S ;ﬂ% %) 75; ;D
) ¥ :
Z = Z) F <
£ o5 3 L
7
D N
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Jinen-Koji A lone pine tree in Shiga Karasaki,

Reciters just like the tree with no companion, their hearts are cold and
indifferent.

[chu-no-mai]
Jinen-Koji performs a dance, which is neither too fast nor too slow. A Japanese
flute, and small and large hand drums, accompany the dance.

Jinen-Koji Shall we consider the origins of the boat. It dates back to the time
of Huang Di, the Yellow Emperor of China.

Reciters The boat was born from the plans made by Huo Di.

Jinen-Koji At that time, there was a rebel called Chi You.

Reciters  Although the Yellow Emperor tried to exterminate him, he had no

way to attack Chi You because they were separated by Wu River.

There was a soldier named Huo Di in the service of the Yellow
Emperor. One day when he was looking at a pond in a garden,

he found a willow leaf floating on the surface of the water, blown
down by the chilly winds of late autumn. Then a spider fell from
midair, landing on the leaf. Although it was unstable, little by little
the wind blew the leaf to the edge of the pond, and the spider
finally climbed onto the shore.
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story E % %( % # 5(
A A

Observing this event, Huo Di struck upon the idea to inventively
design and create the boat. The Yellow Emperor boarded the boat,

0k
%

rowed across the Wu River, and effortlessly annihilated Chi You.

FOP

B LeAFNUNSATHNCEREBERXZOC TR T CHI T CHERT SO

His Imperial Majesty ruled peacefully and his reign lasted for
18,000 years.

-

SRS A HEE
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Jinen-Koji Because of this origin, the ideograms of a boat or a ship...

R
Ere sy A IRy

LR AR |
OEOTHAENASUE

FVNETZES e+
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OFS el B AT A HEE

O EH T WA F o AT T S
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A
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Reciters  consist of parts meaning “his majesty” and “advances” From the N 3; ¢ 15 5') &
time of the Yellow Emperor’s reign, the imperial boat was called Z ° - ) £l Ja514
the Dragon Vessel, and boats were counted by saying, “one leaf of D AL 1) ¥ AV b)l )
boat, two leaves of boat, and so on” And it was also from the time J): Z\?S L 1 }/ i 9 )
of his reign that the imperial boat came to be called Vessel with the ?_ %E % ;2. J:o ;) Vo
i = I:‘ AN C
Dragon-head and the Yi Bird-head Bow. NN e x fily e < =
a 2 > 2 W
Human Trafficker 1 D 4T = - ? g’? 1%
How can I express it...We are pleased that you honored our boat ™ % @\ ° [ L A
with the name, “Vessel with the Dragon-head and Yi-bird Head iz & i 5 ES N
Bow’, such an extraordinarily favorable comparison. Now, would % ? %/ 5 < ;IZ
Iso play the musical inst t, th , for us? S [
you also play the musical instrument, the sasara, for us W @ 8724 = 7
Vol - it 4
Jinen-Koji Then, give me a piece of bamboo. N S D ? ®
- T £
Human Trafficker 1 < ;’5 N
s A
72
<)

SO XTI O [ SMOEH - B AITHUR/REIT .AONTA

R | R ST EERZOEI N A S A AN TS
FRHE T OWREACHH
BONFIOA FURSRAGTEEEES I A

<
T\ —
b bl
Unfortunately, we don’t have any piece of bamboo in this boat. % ZT% )
¢ 5
D 4 fi n
Jinen-Koji Fine, then. The Buddha went through all kinds of difficult and T m % -
harsh ascetic practices, for the sake of saving every living being. To Z L 2 BE ?t %
save the child, I would do much the same, even throwing myself to : i/ BIE| £ z
the bottom of a valley. Looking into the origin of the sasara, you ;bb g 7? %%% D %—
Y >
will encounter this story. 5 &3 L ? }% h
2 L T Y- ’
L L BN

o

g
<
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

(&)
B>~

The origin of the sasara is the sound made by a monk living in
Higashiyama in Kyoto, when he used his prayer beads to lightly

-

sweep away leaves that had fallen on his fan. I will also use my

ACRY

108-bead prayer beads and the bones of fan, instead of a piece of

<
1%

i

bamboo, and rub them together to imitate its sound.

N
e

CH oET R ECY  SET
Pl
Hoe oy
oG e OSSR

b W h B
& Wz L g iz
& z & B B
h I b % o i
? S o 5 T % H D
i in Shi N 2 T T £ 7 D T <
Since we are on a beach in Shiga, 2 N N
g 7% % I W i I v
‘ ‘ o Vo Vo v H P 72 E
Reciters  sweep away the fallen pine needles of Karasaki in Shiga, where £33 i H = C X o H ¥
g
ripples wash the beach, where ripples wash the beach. Imitating e i N ¥ LD 4‘5\ J\ B
the sound of a sasara with prayer beads, they look as though I am e b3 T % 05’(\ H D D T
putting my hands together in prayer. Now, please save this child. /I \J g:)ﬁ <\\ &) _ L &F "
ﬂ‘j < EI‘\ 7LC h — % '3: Ek éf
, 2 3 I X DL Z 5
Human Trafficker 1 ] R WL 1 T & i)
Since you have implored me with your hands placed together in Z( T b ° 7 Mo WX
prayer, [ will return the child to you. To mark the occasion, would 55—2\ I ) D Bl ¥ g 5
you please perform with a small tabor while you dance for us? é 1 & VC‘\ % iR fZ D
ooz TS . T o D&
. . = 2 ; { = 1 4h
Reciters  Although I do not have a hand drum, the sound of waves substi- - < K 2 < o e 5
tutes for it... T L I w»w 0;‘: Ve
N : N e = s
P ;/», w3 3 |55
i C Lo Dk
[Kakko] N F % '%' AN
Wearing a small tabor called kakko in the front of his waist and holding 77?_) L E z 6\
o . £y % 7p b
sticks in both hands, the performer amusingly and cheerfully dances to ) X < <
the light rhythm of fantastic music made by a Japanese flute. This dance is z 70 F 3 Vo) 75/3
accompanied by the performance of a Japanese flute, small hand drum, and VA _ ) W IR
large hand drum. . 5') & ’5." =<
% I}@( O /,f,\ @
] & T X 2 7
72 F ) S
i 7 D o
2 c Vv b
s 8 5 z [F
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Jinen-Koji (Kanze School) Story

Reciters  Although I do not have a hand drum, the roar of waves hitting the
shore substitutes for its sound. Now, clouds rise in the sky and
thunder growls. Rain begins to fall softly, hitting the leaves of the
bamboo grass and making the sound of a sasara. It hits the ice
on a pond and echoes like a hand drum. And then, it sounds like
the playing of a sasara. Although these are merely performances,
they lead us to the Buddha-way. Just as we reach the land of the
highest wisdom, the boat is pulled to the shore of Lake Biwa, and
Jinen-Koji disembarks from the boat with the child. He returned to
Kyoto with the child. He returned to Kyoto with the child.
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

This part from Utaibon in Hosho School
*Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following
story therefore introduces one such dialogue, referring to the current utaibon (book of

lyrics and musical notation) used in the Hosho School.

1. A Man Residing in the Town by Unko-ji Temple Calls Out to Jinen-Koji

A man from the town that has developed around Unko-ji Temple in Kyoto
appears on the stage. He notifies the audience that Unko-ji Temple aims to
further develop its temple complex and therefore has requested a preacher
named Jinen-Koji to preach the Buddha’s Law for seven consecutive days in
order to attract people and raise funds. He says that today is the last day of his
sermon, and calls out to Jinen-Koji.

[Kyogen-Kuchiake]

At the beginning, Ai-kyogen (in “Jinen-Koji’, a Man Living in the Town
Developed around Unko-ji Temple) appears and guides the audience to the
beginning of the story. It is called “kyogen-Kuchiake” Depending on the Noh
school, it starts from the scene in which the human traffickers appear.

Man Living in the Town around Unko-ji Temple
I am a man residing in the town established around the gate of
Unko-ji Temple in Higashiyama, Kyoto. Here we have a Buddhist
preacher named Jinen-Koji. In order to raise funds for the further
development of Unko-ji Temple he has been preaching the
Buddha’s Law for seven days. Today is the last day of his sermon.
Since so many people have already gathered here, I hasten to call
Jinen-Koji and request him to preach a sermon.
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Jinen-Koji (Hash6 School) Story 5 oz 5 i H =
B o% i< %
. y N T & T i B
Excuse me, Jinen-Koji, would you please come out immediately o+ o
and preach to the audience? The venue has already been filled % - * O X fil A S % L A
. . A =) 7
with so many people. = A % D H n H % + < R
= IR N =] — ~
i Dt X & W B E ok R
L & - TR 2 {Oi)t : G
2. A Girl Asks Jinen-Koji to Hold a Memorial Service for Her Parents BT N JES VC) JE % u 4 i’
S o H % B + V> =] % H
R A . oL B@mad b o 2T g oL
Jinen-Koji appears. Following him, a girl appears on the stage and gives a L ¥ W EEN F = T p— 15 x |
letter to Jinen-Koji via the man living in the temple town. The letter contains E + E =k 4 S 9 A o > 0
her request to hold a memorial service for her deceased parents. The audi- e < JAE 9 ° D Eﬂ D it T %
ence sheds tears when Jinen-Koji reads the letter aloud. x — & e ° Jif 'f?; % = <\ j;
9, AR = boC Z  hm % S
. I . . . ViR 3 . D =) e %
Jinen-Koji Did you tell everyone that today is the last day of Jinen-Koji’s z ¥ Doz H VL= [ o<
sermon? S = o Ly o
L < % s e = T 7 i P
goa A L B
Man from the Temple Town 1IN [ JEE(; F S 7 x
Yes I did. {_% VD ;(Cfv & EI/ > Ej yob
% r 9 X g -
. iy . . } ez =z 9 < LD k)
Jinen-Koji Now, I shall start a sermon. This temple is called Unko-ji (mean- ) % Wi 23 L R e s
ing where a cloud stays, the sky). Now, while waiting for the moon pi| 5 & s ® J& % ¥
to rise, I shall begin the sermon. The preacher steps on the dais Vo4 A % H fids g:f o <
b} >
and strikes the bell, the signal that he will commence reading a Kl n D /% g s < ES
hatsuganmon®. N R @) l}}; e g
*hatsuganmon: A text expressing one’s wishes to Buddha. ;;:C :%R il‘é? % < J: &k _a.
B ) A 7
Respectfully do I address myself to the Tathagatha Shakyamuni 55 ¥ Ob) Bt ES % -+ 5
Buddha, who devoted his entire life to disseminating his precious g ;}% fﬁ )) g k\ Iz N
teaching; to all buddhas of the past, present, and future; and to N N % " K—\ 752 o =
all bodhisattvas throughout the ten directions of the universe. <\ = 3[:]‘ . ﬁ% / "Ei v
Please listen to me. Invoking the divine guardians who protect the i TH: 5 s 5; s H
Buddha’s Law, I will recite the Heart Sutra. Fa g) IS » IS 9 T
L ¥ 3 0
R o D o F 5
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

Man from the Temple Town
Oh, how adorable. This child brings a fujumon**. Give the letter to
me, please.
“*Fujumon: A letter requesting sutra recitation for consoling spirits of the

deceased. It is submitted with an offering.

Jinen-Koji How surprising. Did you just say that a child brought the fujumon
letter?

Man from the Temple Town
This kimono is truly beautiful. Please read this child’s fujumon
immediately.

Jinen-Koji I will open and read it now.

I respectfully make this request for fuju, sutra recitation for

the deceased. Here is my offering to the Buddha, the Buddha’s
Dharma, the Sangha, and the assembly of monks. I request a
prayer service so that the souls of my deceased parents may
quickly attain buddhahood. This minoshiro garment (kimono as a
ransom) is sincerely offered to the Buddha, the Buddha’s Dharma,
the Sangha, and the assembly of monks. In India, a poor woman
practiced a good deed by offering a garment in order to pray for
her in the afterlife. However, this poor woman does so for her
parents.

Reciters How sad to see the minoshiro garment. How sad to see the
minoshiro garment. “I would like to leave this world of sorrows
as soon as possible and be reborn with my deceased parents on
a lotus flower in paradise” After reading this aloud, Jinen-Koji’s
tears moisten the sleeve of his black robes. Among the large
number in the audience, not a single person’s sleeves were not
moistened by tears. Everyone’s sleeves were wet with weeping.
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story
3. Human Traffickers Find the Child

Human traffickers from an eastern province come to the venue where Jinen-
Koji preaches. They are looking for a gir whom they bought, since she has not
come back yet. The human traffickers find the girl and take her away.

Human Trafficker 1
I am a human trafficker coming from an eastern province. I
bought many persons in Kyoto during this trip. I bought a young
one, and as she requested to take a leave of absence for a while, I
allowed her to leave yesterday. However, she has not come back
yet. I guess the child went to hear the sermon because yesterday
she mentioned something about commemorating her parents. As

Jinen-Koji is in Unko-ji Temple, I shall go there and look for her.

Yes, I was right. She is here. It is the young one who stays near the
dais. Hurry and bring her here.

Human Trafficker 2

Yes, certainly sir.

(The other human trafficker (Human Trafficker 2) tries to take the girl away.
The man living in the town around Unko-ji Temple tries to stop the human
trafficker but yields to his menacing behavior. The girl is taken by the human
traffickers.)
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

4. Jinen-Koji Cancels His Sermon and Chases After the Child

Knowing that human traffickers have taken the girl away, Jinen-Koji cancels
his sermon and runs after the group to rescue the child.

Man from the Temple Town
I respectfully speak to Jinen-Koji.

A couple of rough men came and tried to haul away the young one
who just submitted the fujumon. I told them that I would not let
them do it, but they said they had the right to do so. I therefore let
them leave.

Jinen-Koji What? Did you say that two rough men hauled the young one
away with them?

Man from the Temple Town
Yes, that’s right.

Jinen-Koji And what do you make of that?

Man from the Temple Town
I am not sure. What are you thinking, Jinen-Koji?

Jinen-Koji I am analyzing the situation a little bit. That girl probably sold
herself to get the kimono and bring the fujumon here for the
consolation of her parents’ souls. Then those rough men must be

human traffickers. Now, where did they go...
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

Man from the Temple Town
I assume the human traffickers are going to eastern provinces. I will
run after them and stop them in Matsumoto, in Otsu.

Jinen-Koji For the while, wait. There will be trouble if you go there. I will take

this kimono with me, trade it for the girl, and bring her back here.

Man from the Temple Town
If you do so, all of the effort you made to preach the sermon up
until today will become nothing.

Jinen-Koji No, no, a sermon only explains principles of the world. The girl was
a good person, and the human traffickers were bad persons. See,
they show us where good and evil ultimately part ways.

I shall end my preaching here for today. “I pray that the merits of
this sermon will be transferred to all living beings and that thereby,
all of us will together accomplish the Buddha-way” (A phrase from
the Parable of the Conjured City in Lotus Sutra).

Reciters In order to practice the Buddha-way,

I shall sacrifice myself and help people.

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn

i1z 5| wES = wES

% @k % il

B 0% Iz D%

+ & * &
1 14 R 5 FOR El T L A ¥ %
O S = I | S T TR I TN
m g So Aw L N S
< 7 ) TR A b b S Fg
T 2 o 3 F O H D I o =
A R B F S ER A Z
% ® woZ C¥ T Lo ~ W<
i) ’ T 5 & D gl ° T N
7 A B2 # E B { T b
£ Booo o ik R r b O
9. S R = R 3 Z 5 % i
w0 o Iz A7 b 9§
2 <z < L < g8 X
& — ®oooT ok ¥ 3 %
S B ¥ T Fk
gﬁﬁ o < 5 I ° NG
P2 3w L v g BT
FL GO w 2 b oF
S T b W L B 5 7
A VR ES n ) N D
= 5 % Kl < T fr 7z
—~ SR i ; o 2
9 D % X )
i T D H Doe
% ) 73 - Tz
1t % v i 2 9
bk ’ v A NS
; % < ¥ » b
i 2 5 T n

'8 . iT

Es >

& <

N 5l

’ 5

A %

] &

N

N
O0Y |) MTSSFIEHFETdES: & | FRIEE
AJERESS (0 SR SO e T 3

l:":l NY
%) X
fii 7
/ﬁ\

2

i

¥ o)

-23 - http://www.the-noh.com



Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story
5. Jinen-Koji Stops the Departure of Human Traffickers’ Boat

Jinen-Koji calls out to the group of human traffickers, who have just left the
shore on a boat. Attracting their attention with his skillful speech, he succeeds
in detaining the boat. The enraged human trafficker beats the girl in frustra-
tion. Jinen-Koji is worried about the girl, who cannot make a sound, and when
he looks at her, he sees that she has been gagged and bound with rope.

Group of Human Traffickers
We just left the shore for parts unknown, hurrying to get away,
sailing on white waves.
Jinen-Koji Though I don’t have a boat, my preaching of the Buddha’s Law...
Reciters  shall be kept in your mind, and you shall stop the boat.
Jinen-Koji Hello, I need to talk to you on the boat.
Human Trafficker 1
This is not a ferry leaving for Yamada or Yabase, so why are you

shouting to us?

Jinen-Koji I am not a traveler, and I did not say that you are a ferry. I just want
to talk with you on the boat.

Human Trafficker 1
Well then, what do you think this boat is?
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Jinen-Koji (H8shé School) Story E ’?)J A % 5% ?)J 5% % E
= A = A = A = A =
Jinen-Koji It must be the boat of hito-kai (human traffickers). + & + + ﬁj + +
Human Trafficker 1 }?U §§ T’é S é 7£ 1;% g b is A
> z i e) = z > ; H
Oh, what you say in such a loud voice! 5 | < H 7- 2 Iz 13 H & N e
#oo® 1’ & < k< m  fir oL A 7
Jinen-Koji That’s right, blame me for talking loudly, because you don’t want v . bIE] Ji [i] bi Fé 5 - & Iz =) é
people know what you are. All I said was “an oar” (NOTE: hito-kai E é‘:: iﬁ\\ jé:: E 1 B2 $ i) Z 19% 70
b}
(one oared) is the same pronunciation as a human trafficker in 7 = = = - 7 {f\ f 7 %
Japanese), that is, the oar rowing the boat. 5 g E};’ %' L L — %’ JE L B Vo
ZAS < g Wt % woEL D SN 9
Human Trafficker 2 V V % o iR Z = E H I 7>
There is a Chinese-style oar called “kara-ro’, but there is no oar % b Eﬂj ~ & 53‘ A (K Al
called “hito-kar’ s 2 2 ;;f ?L o b&) Lo
gs T T . " i (. > n
. . . “ " %E Ci ‘3— N f: )\ B 7 11 Y T
Jinen-Koji We count the smoky mist on water as “one layer, two layers’, and % VA ° E 3 2 E3) oL
wetted fabric as “one dip, two dips”. So there’s nothing strange N3 v 2 FA w 0) A 0) L ES
about calling a boat a “one-oared boat’, because you just took one E 7 OEI) 7130 7; 73 1% 7
stroke. ‘{? k % j:% E % > 75)
L Iz e % & & % 5
73 > B L S = voR » &
Human Trafficker 1 Vo) ¢ h X N 9 > K >
What you say is truly interesting. By the way, what is your business 6\ A [ g ] ° 1 {;ﬁ H
here? 4N ZAS < /0) L I fa W
woowm ow o @ W W
Jinen-Koji My name is Jinen-Koji, and I am a preacher. I just came to tell you lﬁl ;,i) %j_: d} }jg EL\ 2\ Z f)[‘
that you ruined my sermon. B W e E g &l'):l ViR % X
oL T & b oo E5
Human Trafficker 2 D g 752 E) = % Iz
Sermons tell us what is right. I believe we have done nothing §| <790 ;‘: z i}i 7= ?g
wrong. E 5'2 7%) bf ¥ Zb‘;.
N N =]
& z ° z ; U
Jinen-Koji I am not saying you did something wrong. All the same, I am b D ° S ok
%

returning this kimono to you.

S i v

S

Jinen-Koji does not let go of the boat, soaking the hem of his robe

Cmmemmm— _
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Human Trafficker 1 fiz Sy o A
How irritating! But I am afraid to attack a man wearing monk’s i ) % K B 7 T L H
robes. This is all your fault! Using an oar to hit the child. k 5 + 1 % D - E »
3l & ' TV A
Jinen-Koji The child made no sound, even when hit. Has she died? & 2 A ‘f S & T D ﬂg
1;.5@ ! : i} i < A b ¢ 37
1— » —4= .
Human Trafficker 2 e 2, g ;/51, ?‘L Z% FO; b; 7{:
No, that’s impossible. pii A = N 3 2 H - S
z i L ' b e °
Jinen-Koji Rushing to the child’s side, % /> Ic D %
Human Trafficker 1 3 L 3|
she is bound with rope, Iz E‘ 75‘\
z S
tq
=
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Reciters  and her mouth is gagged. Although shouting, she cannot make a & L i
sound. -+ 7> %
% L L
. T\ <
AR U
6. Jinen-Koji Urges the Human Traffickers to Free the Child without %/) VA 2
Giving in to Their Threats ]l VY A
> < %
The human traffickers try to force him off the boat, but Jinen-Koji is ji L ’ T
undaunted and insists on going with them to the eastern province unless they + i Ei ag
release the child. The traffickers can imagine the accusations that people will L - 2 9
make if they bring a preacher with them, so they reluctantly decide to free the E3) D ° 1%
child. To vent his frustration, the human trafficker gets the idea to humiliate gﬁ 73)2 i
Jinen-Koji by making him perform for them. Then, he requests that Jinen-Koji TJ‘E % i
dances in exchange for the child’s freedom. L z
& z

)
i % <
A 5 z
T 3 n
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

Jinen-Koji How pitiful you are. I will bring you home later. Feel safe now.

Human Trafficker 1

Jinen-Koji, please get off our boat.
Jinen-Koji Please give the child to me. Then I will get off the boat.

Human Trafficker 1
I wish I could, but there is an iron-clad rule among the people in
this business.

Jinen-Koji What is the rule?

Human Trafficker 1
Once we buy someone, we cannot return her. We are therefore
unable to give the child to you.

Jinen-Koji All right, I understand your rule. Among my fellows, we also have

an iron-clad rule.

Human Trafficker 1

What is your rule?

Jinen-Koji Our rule is that if we meet someone like this child who is so sincere
that she does not value her own life and fail to help her, then we can
never return to our monks’ quarters. I do not want to break your
rule, and also do not want to break my own rule. I therefore shall
stay on this boat and go with you to Mutsu Province, where you are
taking the child. I will not get off the boat.
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story % ’3')] % lgl)J é.\'ﬁ ?‘% % ?.%i A
A % A % A E A E A
Human Trafficker 1 A ;\
If you do not get off the boat, I will hurt you. ES) 3 z FA z ¥ - h o3 & e
& e 7 b n kR D A % V> >
Jinen-Koji How could you hurt me? ° L b % Li\ ° ﬁ X By H 5
gﬁ b SN - ;:; % W g % & ;)F
. R 75 5! ° va [
H Trafficker 1 m o . o
- . i xw b 5k % ? k&
I take your life. + r T oz 5 ~ D 7S ¥
S N TR T h
Jinen-Koji I am devoted to the training of self-sacrifice, so I have nothing to N g ° = < D 2 X
fear. Fine, take my life. ° L g‘ <‘\ Iz ﬂ%
X D & 7 i 7 Jm
Human Trafficker 1 _% ;:C 7? l:éi 7 cj; E
This Jinen-Koji is really a big problem. h 23 = ° 3 - 1z
< 5 7% ) & T b
First, come here. Now what should we do. ( A UV "C\ 4 U )
7 M \ % &
Human Trafficker 2 é OE 5’: % % O)\ %_
We have no choice other than returning the child. ° i3 5 L < ﬁ“‘) I
> ° 7z % 5 °
Human Trafficker 1 X b Z N
I agree with you, but I will humiliate him as much as I can before /v O)‘ 21\ m
returning the child. <) 7 f% b
A 5 2
Z )
Human Trafficker 2 i’;c ° zg’
That sounds reasonable. BN b
°) D
Human Trafficker 1 T [
Hey, Jinen-Koji, please get off the boat. Ji icf
N
T o
R fiir
5 %
£
i HY
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

Jinen-Koji That would be rash of me. I will not leave the boat.

Human Trafficker 1
That would not be rash. Just get off, please.

Jinen-Koji Oh, the color has returned to the boatman’s cheeks.

Human Trafficker 1
No no, nothing has changed.

This boatman told us that he came to Kyoto for the first time and
heard the great reputation of Jinen-Koji’s dances. By all means,

please show us your dancing.
Jinen-Koji I have never performed any dance.

Human Trafficker 1
That must not be true. I heard that you performed a dance on the
dais to waken the audience when you were preaching last year, just
like this year. The reputation of your dancing has even reached
Mutsu Province. Please dance.

Jinen-Koji I see, even amusements and jokes can lead us to the Buddha, that
must have happened at some time in the past. Will you give the
child back to me if I perform a dance?

Human Trafficker 1
First we will enjoy your dancing, and then we will decide, based on
your performance. We have an eboshi headdress here. Why don’t
you put in on and dance?

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

7. Jinen-Koji Dances in Exchange for the Child’s Freedom
Jinen-Koji performs various dances. The human traffickers free the child and

she safely returns to Kyoto with Jinen-Koji.

[monogi]
Jinen-Koji wears eboshi and prepares to perform a dance.
Jinen-Koji You are too cruel and inhuman.

Human Trafficker 1

No, we are neither cruel nor inhuman.
Jinen-Koji A lone pine tree in Shiga Karasaki,

Reciters just like the tree with no companion, their hearts are cold and
indifferent.
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Jinen-Koji performs a dance, which is neither too fast nor too slow. A . {I E‘ EFEF] 5 ) i'%f ) :,'%f %/I Z H 3
Japanese flute, and small and large hand drums, accompany the dance. H % T & m 2% F - E Hf n ¥ %
AW San o i k) ),
. {E 3) R A L >
Human Trafficker 1 . 2 5 N ;J: Iz {@z L %\\ 7‘29)
That was too short. I would like to see you dance more. K < S % ) %‘?f( 13 l,)) 75: 3
Ao e 3T % E ¥ Z Y, D . .
Jinen-Koji Then, I shall talk about the origin of a boat. i wmoE I L k& 9 S ! < B
LR ow BT Qv 2 % SR it
. . WA 5 2 X 9 AN
At that time, there was a rebel called Chi You. 5 w0 T T £ X EN :cf_’ H _‘;9‘
£y T CEOD 2 'E At 2 .
Reciters  Although the Yellow Emperor tried to exterminate him, he had no ° i é S Z 0 Q - - ) V)
way to attack Chi You because they were separated by Wu River. ¢ a’y‘( o E + D3 ° S ES %
e 9 ¥ T N® A fi] aA
. Ny . C L o N D vy 7D
There was a soldier named Huo Di in the service of the Yellow B3 - s S
: . L 79 bk o 7 7L + X =
Emperor. One day when he was looking at a pond in a garden, 4 T o 7 o L F o X
he found a willow leaf floating on the surface of the water, blown T P W E N b W L D
down by the chilly winds of late autumn. Then a spider fell from fll ‘]% T 2> O 3 9 X %o
midair, landing on the leaf. Although it was unstable, little by little by {’qﬁ:‘ 7?6 o H#\ N3 70 i
the wind blew the leaf to the edge of the pond, and the spider 1 % U] 7!1% - z .
- N =]
finally climbed onto the shore. Observing this event, Huo Di R (8 I%; ;}i) Zb, 3’, JE B_? 7\
struck upon the idea to inventively design and create the boat. The 7% 2 ;)1: e o A < 1
Yellow Emperor boarded the boat, rowed across the Wu River, 2}:)‘ 7z o A e .
and effortlessly annihilated Chi You. His Imperial Majesty ruled 5 " D T T D - Z;
peacefully and his reign lasted for 18,000 years. n = 7= H v il 7z E"C
N ) ) .
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story g % ?‘% é.\lj it S‘
= A = A =
Jinen-Koji Because of this origin, the ideograms of a boat or a ship... + + +
Recit: ist of t. ing “hi jesty” and “ad " F th ,GE?, £ iz‘ ? ,f‘[:\‘ % % < P $A ? @ ./L\T;é; %
eciters  consist of parts meaning “his majesty” and “advances”. From the SR S n W n 7 by 2 = o)
time of the Yellow Emperor’s reign, the imperial boat was called 7 5 9 ;@fﬁ % Iz 7 [ t 3 - R
the Dragon Vessel, and boats were counted by saying, “one leaf of b ; ﬁ/L iz 1 6\ < 6\ s D Z Z t 7 )
boat, two leaves of boat, and so on”. And it was also from the time ‘(\ f& ci\ PR " Li‘ i H /0) & = -
of his reign that the imperial boat came to be called Vessel with A . T ,E_ iz i< - a3 ;E iy Ci‘ L L
. Wi o D AT 2 I e BB fX T
the Dragon-head and the Yi Bird-head Bow. ¥ B OF & # ¥ % > YA iz C =+ N
&5 - - oo < THE Hofl om®
Human Trafficker 1 ¥ 7 H 5 o h H 7z HoE N i ? )
o ey N, »
We are pleased that you honored our boat with the name, “Vessel :C Al 7&;1 Z :7% = ) ¢t 2 A ;7() 9
with the Dragon-head and Yi-bird Head Bow’, such an extraordi- {’.L % 1%2' €+ cai f{; 72\) L )O EC %’% f% 7%) 2 g
. . . = ) — N 5
narily favorable comparison. Now, would you also play the musical O 2 < N < X £ s I £
instrument, the sasara, for us? 8754 B Ot — il Vo X F X A
502 8 b W X v S )
Jinen-Koji Then, give me a sasara. l&i D D g E <y 7z ? 6%
B kb R 5 ° 3
- © D
Human Trafficker 1 il): g;( 3 iE ? % IJ’: 2: 7% e
Unfortunately, we don’t have any piece of bamboo in this boat. ° 'cj,. D % B ) N N 2
S T, ’ ] =\
Jinen-Koji Then, I will tell you the origin of the instrument, the sasara. " 2N 3 93 e e ,
AN/ 2 o
The Buddha went through all kinds of difficult and harsh ascetic @ 29 D ES] x M;‘[ ”
practices, for the sake of saving every living being. To save the % ? %:/ E g ﬁ% 4,
child, I would do much the same, even throwing myself to the » T 7 YA JKE £F
bottom of a valley. Looking into the origin of the sasara, you will H o v ° T i
encounter this story. The origin of the sasara is the sound made w35 Z 7z S
by a monk living in Higashiyama in Kyoto, when he swept fallen B D D 7 EE gk b\
leaves off his fan with his prayer beads. I will also use my 108-bead fiz Bk 7’:0 A h Ui 5
D T b ES 5
prayer beads and the bones of fan, instead of a piece of bamboo, o B % L o b %
i . e 9w
and rub them together to imitate its sound. I W 7 r
! ° U
M2 Ok % Z BN
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

Since we are on a beach in Shiga,

Reciters  sweep away the fallen pine needles of Karasaki in Shiga, where
ripples wash the beach, where ripples wash the beach. Imitating
the sound of a sasara with prayer beads, they look as though I am
putting my hands together in prayer. Now, please save this child.

Human Trafficker 1
To mark the occasion, would you please perform with a small tabor

while you dance for us?

Jinen-Koji You are completely humiliating me. I will never allow you to do it to

me again.

Human Trafficker 1

Now, take the child with you.

Reciters  Although I do not have a hand drum, the sound of waves substi-
tutes for it...

[Kakko)

Wearing a small tabor called kakko in the front of his waist and holding sticks
in both hands, the performer amusingly and cheerfully dances to the light
rhythm of fantastic music made by a Japanese flute. This dance is accompanied
by the performance of a Japanese flute, small hand drum, and large hand drum.

Reciters  Although I do not have a hand drum, the roar of waves hitting the
shore substitutes for its sound. Now, clouds rise in the sky and
thunder growls. Rain begins to fall softly, hitting the leaves of the
bamboo grass and making the sound of a sasara. Although these
are merely performances, they lead us to the Buddha-way. Just as
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Jinen-Koji (Hosho School) Story

we reach the land of the highest wisdom, the boat is pulled to the
shore of Lake Biwa, and Jinen-Koji disembarks from the boat with
the child. He returned to Kyoto with the child. He returned to Kyoto
with the child.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story oz = 2 ol ﬁ
0% A o T &
This part from Utaibon in Kita School =) o 3)\ % g ﬁ:- %
*Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following N . N = 2 ) M
| | | | H Ko » /B z¥®kzZEAHBE O BWEOA 503
story therefore introduces one such dialogues, referring to the current utaibon (book of % E E W % 7b§ 5‘ 1% Iz /\ m =
lyrics and musical notation) used in the Kita School. % :l: B i > 6 86 X)_ % % — A i]' ?E\ ’%‘ N
£ 22 R 0~ 3 L & % = »
cowo il #roo Eaox Lok
1. Human Traffickers Appear in the Venue Where Jinen-Koji Is EF' O m 2 I E v Rl A 2 =B % &
L H % o b A VRR & 5 B i > 9
Preaching a Sermon A o 5 —
& E o Lors ®zxoA 0 o §f|E
A f human traffickers f ¢ i the st J . 0 g = LT %ﬁ Bt i o |2
group of human traffickers from an eastern province appears on the stage. ¥ i i E R T 5 j; 1 § = 5o s
One of them mentions that a boy whom they bought in Kyoto has not come 9 W |\ A H e S ) I i B
- 5 g
back from taking time off, and he goes to look for him in the venue where ° L b ‘%‘; E? F L 2» Z E H 2 X 5 T
Jinen-Koji preaches. The man living in the Town around Unko-ji Temple in % g E3 E ?y S’: gj U: ;) = 7.? I Ej:-' = E
Kyoto calls out to Jinen-Koji. 5 j; % {i‘ 5 2 ¥ s | o= Er 2z ’/E", x
2 >, 2R, S Y z g 7 |l
I E % 4 & D D R 0 '+
£ 09 M #H T, 2 F & =
) N k 3 % B % N 1 ;}Jﬁ; 5
Human Trafficker 1 » < D g T < o ffs & 7bi ~ND —
I am a human trafficker coming from an eastern province. I e ’b‘l*‘ il }l; Kl l:) \ T W N 1 ;ﬁ
N o N
bought a child recently in Kyoto. I gave him some time off, and he g)) F J’;}% z - o) § % = gFE M %
AR
left home this morning, but has not come back yet. I overheard 7 7 = & e SR X o
U’ ) - o = '@__ =\ e b) - [l
that Jinen-Koji is preaching a sermon today at Unko-ji Temple in T ° H O |z - A W J& 5 i =
Higashiyama. The boy might go to listen to him. I shall go there B VS —I:; g /5\ ° B :}E It f};‘: E
. > o) D T D
and look for him. g g’ H b 7 % 5 [qi < ET g])]
. O) FAAMS O - U\ = B E\\
Man Living in the Town around Unko-ji Temple 2: {; fis % < gjﬁ» 5 _0()\ H ZC fg ;a_:
I am a man residing in the Town established around the gate of 5 ¥ 4\\ L U E A + Kl W é 3‘%
Unko-ji Temple in Higashiyama, Kyoto. Here we have a Buddhist N 3 ?%ﬁ 11: g;’) = v bi \k # %
preacher named Jinen-Koji. In order to raise funds for the further =1 > U ) 3 T SN ; i\ §_
development of Unko-ji Temple, he has been preaching the ) ‘5\ < ﬂ\ 51 ﬁ L ’*: 18 o
Buddha’s Law for seven days. Today is the last day of his sermon. E 2 B g)i n % g H /l\
Since so many people have already gathered here, I hasten to call < 'L"‘)‘ ) =1 ES + < SR ¥
Jinen-Koji and request him to preach a sermon. Vo < §_ e 'E-: ?) S % '1%
5 H 7o il o @ MR € #
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

Excuse me, Jinen-Koji, would you please come out immediately
and preach to the audience? The venue has already been filled with

so many people.

2. A Boy Asks Jinen-Koji to Hold a Memorial Service for His Parents

Jinen-Koji appears. Following him, a boy appears on the stage and gives a
letter to Jinen-Koji via the man living in the temple Town. The letter contains
his request to hold a memorial service for his deceased parents. The audience
sheds tears when Jinen-Koji reads the letter aloud.

Jinen-Koji Did you tell everyone that today is the final day of the Jinen-Koji’s
preaching that has been conducted for expanding Unko-ji Temple?

Man from the Temple Town
Yes I did.

Jinen-Koji It’s already time. The preacher steps on the dais and strikes the bell,
the signal that he will commence reading a hatsuganmon®.

*hatsuganmon: A text expressing one’s wishes to Buddha.

Respectfully do I address myself to the Tathagatha Shakyamuni
Buddha, who devoted his entire life to disseminating his precious
teaching; to all buddhas of the past, present, and future; and to

all bodhisattvas throughout the ten directions of the universe.
Please listen to me. Invoking the divine guardians who protect the
Buddha'’s Law, I will recite the Heart Sutra.

Man from the Temple Town
Oh, how adorable. This child brings a fujumon**. Give the letter to
me, please.
**Fujumon: A letter requesting sutra recitation for consoling spirits of

the deceased. It is submitted with an offering.
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Story = DF
Jinen-Koji (Kita School) T =
B - X5
Man from the Temple Town . = N H T 3 S C
This kimono is truly beautiful. Please read this child’s fujumon Lfi {( @I% % ;{)) 705) 7 : %% o on % %
SR S ~ ° E:
immediately. 75{ {,g,ﬁ% o 7':\ i = 7§:) g:% Gi\ ,,)% %
. D 6 % ?3 i)i - . P -
ven-Koii tfully make this request for fuju, sutra recitation for the -~ D % D E 72 \» ?I% e o
Jinen-Koji I respectfully ddha’s Dharma < i L g B W% 4 A
deceased. Here is my offering to the Buddha, the Buddha's ) 7o kIR > 8 X B Iz pIE}
the Sangha, and the assembly of monks. I request a prayer service 1~ o 6{/) g A \ A % ¥
so that the souls of my deceased parents may quickly atta‘m I?ud- | % %{ $ Y % . 5 i T L 72
dhahood. This minoshiro garment (kimono as a ransom) is sincerely i g 5 : H & O) % E'a o &)
offered to the Buddha, the Buddha’s Dharma, the Sangha, and the g7 =% @ o0 7 g L /1N .
I o o D DK K H L il i
assembly of monks. {( a) o MR - % A e 7 < S
s < A
Y 2 (22| = ﬁ) i " %
. . SEE =
How interesting. It describes the minoshiro garment. {ﬁéﬁ % % LZ;: 2 1; ? o e 3 g\\ v
R S T G »o<
ffering a gar- g e s b = z
In India, a poor woman practiced a good deed by offeringa g B h ) . % » = % g
) . . =
ment in order to pray for her in the afterlife. However, this good v oo L I L % L = bji
i > o = 5 ° 7N
deed is done for his parents. ﬁ s gjf v ;’5 - g },ﬁ " A
iy s 2 1| T N
& 5 = N D U
Reciters How sad to see the minoshiro garment. How sad to see the g{ %ﬁi ‘i X 2 7~ : P = i
minoshiro garment. “I would like to leave this world of sorrows 5% or HH g & i - aé
as soon as possible and be reborn with my deceased parent.s. ona . Q % E’ ¢ i s k\
lotus flower in paradise.” After reading this aloud, Jinen-Koji’'s te.ars o % % ?‘ Z) = % ?ﬁt -
moisten the sleeve of his black robes. Among the large number in o = h {_ﬁ & (é\ e g
the audience, not a single person’s sleeves were not moistened by igﬂ cji n s i%‘ I )%C 2
tears. Everyone’s sleeves were wet with weeping. —\ % t‘ ;g it ;’; = ‘i%
A~ X it Z [ B
< % SN iz EFl 1 Iz [j
SEE X SV =] 7=
{vii &) — L 5 fé: =
; i
5 D L 17T J: D > %
I K r ;‘E g H < ]
D 5 lf ¥ ¢
o . EAEY 7
%z 5 :

http://vwvww.the-noh.com
Y _37-
BERR—%ILT A b theg .com



Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

3. Human Traffickers Find the Child

The human traffickers find the boy and take him away.

Human Trafficker 1
Yes, I was right. He is here. Hurry and bring him here.

Human Trafficker 2

Yes, certainly sir.

(The other human trafficker (Human Trafficker 2) tries to take the boy away.
The man living in the Town around Unko-ji Temple tries to stop the human
trafficker but yields to his menacing behavior. The boy is taken by the human
traffickers.)

4. Jinen-Koji Cancels His Sermon and Chases After the Child

Knowing that human traffickers have taken the boy away, Jinen-Koji cancels
his sermon and runs after the group to rescue the child.

Man from the Temple Town
I respectfully speak to Jinen-Koji. A couple of rough men came
and tried to haul away the young one who just submitted the
fujumon. I told them that I would not let them do it, but they said
they had the right to do so. I therefore let them leave.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

Jinen-Koji I am analyzing the situation closely now. The child must have
described the kimono as “minoshiro garment” because he sold
himself for it. Then those rough men must be human traffickers.
Now, where did they go...

Man from the Temple Town
I assume the human traffickers are going to eastern provinces. I
will run after them and stop them in Matsumoto, in Otsu.

Jinen-Koji For the while, wait. There will be trouble if you go there. I will take
this kimono with me, to Matsumoto in Otsu, trade it for the young
one, and bring him back here.

Man from the Temple Town
If you do so, all of the effort you made to preach the sermon up
until today will become nothing.

Jinen-Koji Yes, truly all of my preaching would become nothing. But my
sermons have let the audience learn right and wrong. The young
one was a good person, and the human traffickers were bad per-
sons. See, they show us where good and evil ultimately part ways.

I shall end my preaching here for today. “I pray that the merits of
this sermon will be transferred to all living beings and that thereby,
all of us will together accomplish the Buddha-way” (A phrase from
the Parable of the Conjured City in Lotus Sutra).

Reciters  In order to practice the Buddha-way, I shall sacrifice myself and
help people.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

5. Jinen-Koji Stops the Departure of Human Traffickers’ Boat

Jinen-Koji calls out to the group of human traffickers, who have just left

the shore on a boat. Attracting their attention with his skillful speech, he
succeeds in detaining the boat. The enraged human trafficker beats the boy
in frustration. Jinen-Koji is worried about the boy, who cannot make a sound,
and when he looks at him, he sees that he has been gagged and bound with
rope.

Group of Human Traffickers
We just left the shore for parts unknown, hurrying to get away,
sailing on white waves.
Jinen-Koji My preaching of the Buddha’s Law, which has obtained a boat...
Reciters  is definitely the Way my mind follows.
Jinen-Koji Hello, I need to talk to you on the boat.
Human Trafficker 1
This is not a ferry leaving for Yamada or Yabase, so why are you

shouting to us?

Jinen-Koji I am not a traveler, and I did not say that you are a ferry. I just
want to talk with you on the boat.

Human Trafficker 1
Well then, what do you think this boat is?
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

Jinen-Koji It must be the boat of hito-kai (human traffickers).

Human Trafficker 1

Oh, what you say in such a loud voice!

Jinen-Koji That’s right, blame me for talking loudly, because you don’t want
people know what you are. All I said was “an oar” (NOTE: hito-kai
(one oared) is the same pronunciation as a human trafficker in

Japanese), that is, the oar rowing the boat.

Human Trafficker 2
There is a Chinese-style oar called “kara-ro’; but there is no oar
called “hito-kai’.

Jinen-Koji We count the smoky mist on water as “one layer, two layers’, and
wetted fabric as “one dip, two dips”. So there’s nothing strange
about calling a boat a “one-oared boat’, because you just took one
stroke.

Human Trafficker 1
What you say is truly interesting. By the way, what is your business
here?

Jinen-Koji My name is Jinen-Koji, and I am a preacher. I just came to tell you
that you ruined my sermon.

Human Trafficker 2
Sermons tell us what is right. I believe we have done nothing
wrong.

Jinen-Koji I am not saying you did something wrong. All the same, I am
returning this kimono to you.

Jinen-Koji does not let go of the boat, soaking the hem of his robe
in waves and grabbing the side of the boat to stop it.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story - B A it A 2 A 2 %
S X B A = X
Human Trafficker 1 gz": H;;Ea ’g‘ E % 5{ + Pj'? +
How irritating! But I am afraid to attack a man wearing monk’s % iy
ke e o nwmy B SIS T N
robes. This is all your fault! Using an oar to hit the child. é—_l g 3 %_ i + Iz 13 X A 7 B 35
) : I3 it VA Z n o C
Jinen-Koji The child made no sound, even when hit. Has he died? = &b\ < 2 A z'ﬁ T T L < D ﬂﬁ
s S~k & I S N S i
Human Trafficker 2 CXJ E A AT Jg A z 5 A & U v 3 7
No, that’s impossible. ﬁ? G A D I 2/1( h b % < L
’ . E Gji\ & o z 6;)) B¢ g iy &
a N “@ ~ o
Jinen-Koji Rushing to the child’s side, % 2 L 9 A ‘l: g D VA i
B R ST ) TR I
Human Trafficker 1 Cl: = L ﬁ\ i‘g 3| A D % A
he is bound with ro )3 sk N A v B ki fid
pe, e N N T N RN
Z T i ¥ b b T
Reciters  and his mouth is gagged. Although crying, he cannot make a o2 73: ez % z % L N Z}
sound. g BN S + ¥ 3 7 % 7z
» 2 &N % y i L L
< fiR ’:% — o - S b T
6. Jinen-Koji Urges the Human Traffickers to Free the Child without v?g 1%5} ;j/LL %‘ i Géj: 73 if lg
Giving in to Their Threats 5 % T B hiv'd »g‘ 'y N
Lz 'J”rzllft’ > z= b T %
The human traffickers try to force him off the boat, but Jinen-Koji is = t Z’L j“ B 7 L h» =
undaunted and insists on going with them to the eastern province unless they Z 2 Ci\ ?r; % v 2 i E?:‘j: o)
release the child. The traffickers can imagine the accusations that people will %o Z A i 4 5 %
make if they bring a preacher with them, so they reluctantly decide to free the z ° £y 03 ° i
child. To vent his frustration, the human trafficker gets the idea to humiliate L A » %73 > i
Jinen-Koji by making him perform for them. Then, he requests that Jinen- < 5 ?}E ° \d
Koji dances in exchange for the child’s freedom. E A ;,f?%l' L °
GRS %
Mo os & c
A
5 LR R
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Human Trafficker 1

<~
1%

Once we buy someone, we cannot return him.

Jinen-Koji I won’t say much about your rule, but among my fellows, we also

have an iron-clad rule.

Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story % % 2 % 2 % 2 % %
Jinen-Koji How pitiful you are. I will bring you home later. Feel safe now. * * + + +
Human Trafficker 1 J§. %’ - O}:) }g W é:) A 5{ ? ?E EH{]:': %

We are about to depart. Why are you saying such unreasonable Y % ~ g B - S
e A I X HoLs o
things? < 9 ) & 9 D I G xR A
o = g s % 7z fif 23 L o P
Jinen-Koji Just as I said before, I am a preacher named Jinen-Koji. I cancelled n A ﬁ :lti RY FEﬁ Z L 0:; A
my sermon in order to come here. Please give the child to me. I X g S & p 2! jé? D7 N 75
would like to return him to his relatives. % é: ;&( 2‘) ;;P) g)% ? bH g‘ %)): 5 ?
o\ H ° T B 2 L °
Human Trafficker 1 - 1z jﬂ v 2 5 > < 1‘&
I wish I could give the child back, because I respect Jinen-Koji for Vil L 73)2 % Z 5 Fh V) :f
coming all the way here. But there is an iron-clad rule among the Zb: TS /S (N W P
people in this business. 17T }C % ;C) fi“ g{ 3%1,
e o What % ” 5 3 Jib
Jinen-Koji What is the rule? B < L Vot )
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What is your rule?
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Jinen-Koji Our rule is that if we come to rescue someone like this child who is
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so sincere that he does not value him own life and are unable to do
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so, that is unacceptable for we who wear the robes of a monk, and
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we therefore shall not return to own temple. I have no choice. I will
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go with you to Mutsu Province, the place you are headed for. I will
not leave the boat.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story % % % % E % % %
Human Trafficker 1
If you really do so, I will hurt you. B i % ES) < h o3 &y S PN T
® D H & /e A s B 4 h
Jinen-Koji How could you hurt me? A i Iz A 5 SRS HY H Iz ES
fiy i N H o4 v % )= ) e
Human Trafficker 1 SH 75 D % ‘}'ﬂi — E %O I % A
I take your life. %% Z i % g g ;E\_ ? ,;)_. J:o
=
ES) 3 9 X & R < %
Jinen-Koji I am devoted to the training of self-sacrifice, so I have nothing to P H VA N B % D
fear. Fine, take my life. D ) Z R {I%< %
T A f 5
Human Trafficker 1 ﬁi E f/ji _‘% 'ﬁ‘o {Bi o]‘; i
This Jinen-Koji is really a big problem. I will humiliate him as X X .. ) Iz - Vo
much as I can and return the child. 4 ° L < 1% < H
ZAS 7o 3 < ) R iz
Hey, Jinen-Koji, please get off the boat. 5 7 s 7 [E3 %) )
n F A 3 L D b
Jinen-Koji That would be rash of me. I will not leave the boat. 73:: ,,b( v 1 E‘ ﬁ:) g
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

Human Trafficker 1
No no, nothing has changed.

This boatman told us that he came to Kyoto for the first time and
heard the great reputation of Jinen-Koji’s dances. By all means,
please show us your dancing.

Jinen-Koji Though I preach, I never dance. I will give you a sermon.

Human Trafficker 1
Oh, I have no interest in listening to your sermon. There is an
eboshi headdress here, which we brought from a rural place. Why
don’t you put it on and dance?

7. Jinen-Koji Dances in Exchange for the Child’s Freedom

Jinen-Koji performs various dances. The human traffickers free the child and

he safely returns to Kyoto with Jinen-Koji.

[monogi]
Jinen-Koji wears eboshi and prepares to perform a dance.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story
Human Trafficker 1
Jinen-Koji, although you said you have never danced before, the
eboshi really suits you.

Jinen-Koji You are too cruel and inhuman.

Human Trafficker 1

No, we are neither cruel nor inhuman.
Jinen-Koji You are really cruel and inhuman.
A lone pine tree in Shiga Karasaki,
Reciters just like the tree with no companion, their hearts are cold and

indifferent.

[chu-no-mai)
Jinen-Koji performs a dance, which is neither too fast nor too slow. A
Japanese flute, and small and large hand drums, accompany the dance.

Human Trafficker 1
That was too short. I would like to see you dance more.

Jinen-Koji I shall take this opportunity to talk about the auspicious origins of
the boat.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

Jinen-Koji Then, give me a sasara.

Human Trafficker 1
We don’t have a sasara in this boat.

Jinen-Koji That is fine, then. I will also tell you the origin of the instrument,
the sasara.

The Buddha went through all kinds of difficult and harsh ascetic
practices, for the sake of saving every living being. As I have also
devoted myself to practicing the Buddha-way, in order to save
people, I would sacrifice myself, even crushing my own bones for
them. Looking into the origin of the sasara, you will encounter
this story. The origin of the sasara is the sound that a monk living
in Higashiyama in Kyoto made when he swept away fallen leaves
on his fan with his prayer beads. I will also use my 108-bead
prayer beads and the bones of fan, instead of a piece of bamboo,
and rub them together to imitate its sound.

Since we are on a beach in Shiga,

Reciters  sweep away the fallen pine needles of Karasaki in Shiga, where
ripples wash the beach, where ripples wash the beach. Imitating
the sound of a sasara with prayer beads, they look as though I am
putting my hands together in prayer. Now, please save this child.

Human Trafficker 1
To mark the occasion, would you please perform with a small

tabor while you dance for us?

Jinen-Koji I will never allow you to do it to me again.
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Jinen-Koji (Kita School) Story

Human Trafficker 1
Now, take the child with you.

Reciters  Although I do not have a hand drum, the sound of waves substi-
tutes for it...

[Kakko)

Wearing a small tabor called kakko in the front of his waist and holding sticks
in both hands, the performer amusingly and cheerfully dances to the light
rhythm of fantastic music made by a Japanese flute. This dance is accompa-
nied by the performance of a Japanese flute, small hand drum, and large hand
drum.

Reciters  Although I do not have a hand drum, the roar of waves hitting the
shore substitutes for its sound. Now, clouds rise in the sky and
thunder growls. Rain begins to fall softly, hitting the leaves of the
bamboo grass and making the sound of a sasara. Although these
are merely performances, they lead us to the Buddha-way. Just as
we reach the land of the highest wisdom, the boat is pulled to the
shore of Lake Biwa, and Jinen-Koji disembarks from the boat with
the child. He returned to Kyoto with the child. He returned to
Kyoto with the child.
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Jinen-Koji

Synopsis

A young preacher, Jinen-Koji, has been preaching the
Buddha’s Law for seven days, gathering people at Ungo-ji
(Unko-ji) Temple in Kyoto. On the last day of his sermon,
an orphaned girl (or sometimes, an orphaned boy),
appears, holding a beautiful kimono in her hands. The girl
(boy) offers the kimono to the Buddha and asks Jinen-Koji
to console the souls of her (his) deceased parents. Hearing
such a heartfelt request, Jinen-Koji and his audience shed
tears.

However, the girl (boy) obtained the kimono by selling
herself (himself) to human traffickers from an eastern
province. The girl (boy) is therefore caught and taken
away by the human traffickers who have been chasing
her (him). Learning of these events, Jinen-Koji runs after
them to rescue the girl (boy) and catches up to them on
the shore of Lake Biwa, when they are just about to leave
by boat. Jinen-Koji stops the boat, embarks, and expresses
his determination to go with the group unless the human
traffickers free the girl (boy). Although the human
traffickers threaten to kill him if he stays on the boat,
Jinen-Koji is undaunted and stays on board.

Since Jinen-Koji is in the service of the Buddha’s Law,
the human traffickers cannot employ brute force against
him. Accordingly, they reluctantly agree to free the girl
(boy). To vent their frustration, the human traffickers try
to humiliate Jinen-Koji by making him dance in return for
releasing the girl (boy). Although Jinen-Koji is aware of the
human traffickers’ intentions, he accepts their request and
unreservedly performs various dances. He finally achieves
the freedom of the girl (boy) and returns to Kyoto with her
(him).

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

The scene where Jinen-Koji starts preaching on a
dais. The scene describing the tenderness of the girl (boy)
requesting a memorial service for her (his) deceased
parents. The scene where the human traffickers forcibly
take the girl (boy) away. The scene where Jinen-Koji lays
his life on the line and argues with the human traffickers.
And the scene where Jinen-Koji performs one dance after
another in order to satisfy the demands of the human
traffickers. The frequent scene changes in this Noh
piece provide a series of very entertaining highlights,
distinguishing this piece from others.

The lead character, Jinen-Koji, is shown as a man
who does not hesitate to sacrifice himself in order to save
others, and his trustworthy personality is clearly depicted
throughout the scenes.

After enjoying dialogues, songs, and dances, you will
feel exhilarated by the assurance that justice does prevail
in the end. While basking in the warmth of love and
compassion consistently presented in the drama, you will
lose yourself in the story and enjoy it from the bottom of
your heart.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Characters

Mask

Costumes

All five

The fourth group Noh, geizukushi-mono

Kannami

Unknown

Not Determined

Ungo-ji (Unko-ji) Temple in Kyoko, and the Shore of Lake Biwa in Otsu in Omi
Province

Shite Jinen-Koji

Kokata Girl or Boy

Waki Human Trafficker

Waki-tsure Second Human Trafficker

Ai Man Living in the Town around Ungo-ji (Unko-ji) Temple

Shite Kasshiki, Okasshiki

Shite Kasshiki-kazura (a wig), kara (a piece of square cloth worn over

other clothes by Buddhism priests), mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved
kimono mainly worn by male characters) (nuihaku (a short-
sleeved kimono with embroidery and with gold or silver flakes
placed on the fabric), surihaku), hakama in 6kuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi (belt), Buddhist prayer beads, and a fan. Carrying a
kakko (small tabor) in their waist. Also, wearing ushiroori-eboshi
(an eboshi- style headdress) in changing their costume on the
stage.

Kokata kazura (wig), kazura-obi (a band for a wig), karaori (a short-
sleeved kimono outer robe worn by female characters),
kitsuke / nuihaku. Holding a letter and a kosode (a type of
kimono) in their hands. [If it is a boy, he wears kitsuke / nuihaku
and nagabakama (hakama-style trousers with long-stretched
trains).]

Waki tops and bottoms of sué (A long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono
with matching top and bottom worn by male characters),
kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved unpatterned kimono,
worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male characters
of lesser standing) [kitsuke / dan-noshime], a small sword, a fan,
and a barge pole.

Waki-tsure Same as the Waki

Ai kyogen-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono for kydgen-
kata)

Number of scenes One

Length

About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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