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1. A Travelling Monk Arrives at Tagonoura in Etchia Province ° F M, Ve L 1 ”O';' ; ET;E % ¥
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A group of monks living in Kyoto departs to visit Zenkoji Temple. They travel #H T D Z fA t \z = R ~
v D T E3 n 7 =
on the Hokurikudo highway and arrive at Tagonoura in Himi, Etchti Province. % 2 % 4 = 7 H < =
- =3
The monk admires the scene of wisteria flowers entwined in a pine tree. wo° B i gv il < ?g ’%’
| Fox i o % 1t s &

A Group of Travelling Monks j/l, ( "C\ HF ki e W o
Crossing mountain after mountain over such a distance, crossing ﬁ:\ ‘/'lé? - % j; 5 H ? 3 %E
mountain after mountain, we hasten our way on the Hokurikudé W i &El; % i é’-\ ?‘é 9 %;I
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Travelling Monl v - = B Bk
g Monk b M % L o H B
The man before you is a monk living in Kyoto. I travelled to the 5 % H 7= 1Z D th % %
northern provinces and visited well-known sites, such as the SO Cail _ & ;‘ZE Ey %
famous reed fields in Shinohara and the pine tree in Ataka. Now, I %:/ ;g 7%) ;L % K ° gﬁ
would like to visit Zenkoji Temple. £z H =R
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A Group of Travelling Monks 4 HE Y ° L 0 E4 S

Snow stopped falling, and the breeze from Mount Haku is calm. E; 4 # T ’OI) ;
N ~N
Snow stopped falling, and the breeze from Mount Haku is calm. % Q EE' E e T E
The sound of waves in Takamatsu has grown quiet. The world is Tf ?; VC\ ;:g )0:') Iz
. - = Es
well governed and peaceful; no house on our way closed its doors BEOE 5 2a g ?
and shut us out. After passing Mount Sekidd, we enjoy seeing n = m ~ i o
verdant cedar woods. Hidden between leaves, we see glimpses S EXo 5’/}} N
of Momiji River, and travelling such a distance, we arrive at the % ! é g B
village of Himi in the evening. We arrive at the village of Himi. XM o = N
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Monk Since we made haste, we have already arrived at the village of 9 »n
Himi. Oh, that must be the lagoon of Tagonoura that someone A N Vil E%é = 5 Bt b n & iz
told me about. Let’s go and enjoy the view. D L 2> 1,51 c 5 oo b F W =
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Oh, the scene of this lagoon is more beautiful than its reputation. E:C L\ ;_ ﬁ‘ ;‘j—: g ?C A ;) ;: % < E
The wisteria entwined in a pine tree is in full bloom now. It L z 13 g i+ f‘; e % <“‘ ﬁ% ¥ 2
reminds me of the old poem, “The renowned Tokiwa evergreen X % cOH H N D L L
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is steadfast, while the blossoms of the wisteria wrapped around it 9 5 ‘8 % g EI) 2 w7 1=}
scatter in the breeze,” (“The pine tree is evergreen and unchang- 752 D @,E VD S T e D D P
ing, but the blossoms of the wisteria clinging to it are blown down . Jik % 5 k e [l J): VC\ H
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2. A Woman Talks to the Monk 7 fet ST 1% Wk 2
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While the monk is enjoying the wisteria blossoms, a woman talks to him. £ '8 L/ d o
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They discuss old poems associated with Tagonoura. When he asks her + F HH X f; £ A i3
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identity, she reveals that she is the spirit of the wisteria and vanishes into thin o 7 i % I VAS L 4 = N
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Woman Excuse me, but I would like to talk to you, traveler. 75‘:§ B o 1% % éj)( H}é }_/ 20/)1—
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Monk Yes, do you mean me? What would you like to talk to me about? X I # 0 < X F H,
w4 - ) >
oo e << 9 % %
Z D < L
%E; Z)o \l%) 7%, %’ 3:‘ ’EDH“ % %
=3 ’FfZZ mo° Vo H
s { Z EE v
D 5% % R z
o 2 5 T H ‘
b
7, o Iz K
fo /RN /N L H,
23 & < D
N w3 B i

BesGR—4 LY A ~ thegg.com -2- http://www.the-noh.com
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Woman

Monk

Woman

Monk

Woman

Monk

Woman

Reciters

Story

This place called Tagonoura is famous for its wisteria blossoms.

It reminds me of an ancient poem, “Blooming by the lagoon of
Tagonoura, the wisteria blossoms are reflected in the water, color-
ing the waves purple” Instead of a poem like this, you recited one
about a pine tree. You must be a person who does not appreciate
elegant, refined tastes.

I did not know there was someone near me, and the poem came

to my lips automatically.

But you belittled the wisteria blossoms,

and chanted a poem lauding a pine tree.

I think you do not understand elegance and beauty.

What I should recite is...

The poem is...

“In Tagonoura, waves of wisteria blossoms are fragrantly bloom-
ing. I will go and hold aloft the flowers for those who cannot see
them”

In poems such as this, people lauded the blossoms of this wisteria.
How pathetic you are, who sees these flowers without being
moved by emotion. “Other than you, is there anyone else to whom
I would show these plum blossoms? (I will never show them, to
anyone other than you). The fragrance and color of these flowers
are known only to the person who is knowledgeable about such
things” And someone who does not know elegance doesn’t know
such things. This is indeed true.
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Fuji (Wisteria) Story

You who recites old poems, may I ask who you are?

[=>8]

Ny e \ =
Woman If you ask me who I am, just think of me as the spirit of ethereal % 7[;5 ?‘; 1{% g E\ % % ;b) ',E)' %
flowers, existing between dreaming and awakening. *E % it g) j"‘; ;&P gk i:) VAN %) E
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Reciters  You told me to believe you are the spirit of flowers. Without any ;‘EE ° % 0:.\ )?;I)a I;I%l? ff g_ %\ h
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Woman against the backdrop of clouds shining in sunset, in the scene of - 629 Z R L S oL
geese flying back to their nests, VAR D L e ° i%]( %" Ty
Lo - S
Reciters  that which is entwined in the pine tree E‘ 5 2 . 7D -
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Woman  is the flowering wisteria, NN = X 3 2 X '
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Reciters and I am its spirit. The evening plovers are flying away from the < T D 2 & S > 2 %
lagoon of Tagonoura. Revealing who she is, she approaches the W /% AN ;) E-)) A DY
trunk of the pine tree, its branches fluttering in the wind coming o) 7_5: ﬁi 2‘: 7 % b @? Al
off of the lagoon. She then vanishes into thin air. She seems to be 7z }é‘ > Al P 7; Vi /%\
approaching the pine tree and vanishes into thin air. S A - Z D
4 b S
5 5 S S
[Interlude] Vv T (AR
7o 4T it & Ao -
p < 2 90 4ap
L % Hoe oz
Vil < o) &
<o 52 5
< % /El:Hn g‘ & %‘ %
ﬂ% > 2 z’)) %) %l] El
AT 5 ? CEEINE
< 5 T AR
©ox i S
) 5 oo
7z A X
> < o b &

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theggcom -4 - http://www.the-noh.com



Fuji (Wisteria) Story i

S

E
o

¥
s
BRGSO RIRYER  TRRHRTO ((AFACH L ASES (G ENEN IEOEE

3. Villager Talks to the Monk
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A villager, who lives nearby, appears and finds the monk. He talks about
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the history associated with the wisteria in Tagonoura, responding to the N B oz 01l o ] h
monk’s questions. He explains that at this place, in the Nara era, Otomo no 1% H I K (1)) E-
Yakamochi composed a poem celebrating this beautifully blooming wisteria. 7> T 752 ?g ‘ Al %
The villager then exits. A 0 i 7bi H Ic
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While the monk is asleep, the spirit of the wisteria appears in the middle
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of the night. She announces that she was enlightened by the Dharma of the oo H o A
Buddha and became a bodhisattva of the flowers. She then performs a dance ﬁ» D e &)
and disappears at dawn. =4 Sin 2": D
N % iy \%
) 7
Monk Misty night. Under the dim moonlight, under the dim moonlight, v H b\ ci\
I have nowhere to lodge for the night and recite a sutra, accompa- E

nied by the song of birds drifting through the sky. As gusts of wind Iz Ak
blow fiercely through the wisteria blossoms, I doze off with the < z
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sound of the waves for my pillow, feeling like my dream is broken.

Feeling like my dream is broken. s
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Spirit of the Wisteria % 72
“When did I get lost in the frail beauty and fragrance of the flow- ¥ B
ers, which fall so sadly into a void” 5 = )
ER ) <
; i i
i i # 5
3 = %)
LA @ o
g 6 .
4% 7N
& % % p

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theggcom -5- http://www.the-noh.com



Fuji (Wisteria) Story

Monk

Spirit

Monk

Spirit

Monk

Spirit

Monk

Spirit

Reciters

How interesting. The night advances, and the moon is reflected in
the lagoon. The wisteria blossoms make even the lagoon’s water
smell fragrant. Behind the wisteria, someone’s face appears. She
could be the spirit of the wisteria.

You are right. I am the spirit of the wisteria. Thanks to the great-
ness of the Buddha’s Dharma, I became a bodhisattva of flowers

and appear before you.

How remarkable! But for what reason do you exchange words with

me again?

Having accepted that a bodhisattva can transform herself into any
being, I have donned these robes and come to pass the night in
performing dances.

Truly, poems and stories...

create ties that laud the Buddha and spread his teaching.

That is true.

I who have received blessings from the Buddha...

am richly fulfilled, just like the wisteria blossoms that gorgeously
dangle down, just like the wisteria blossoms that gorgeously
dangle down. By understanding the teaching and communicating
the truth from heart to heart, through personal experience, the
wisteria has attained enlightenment and is blooming. It is the
flower blooming in an enlightened heart. Even the seaweed and
grasses, which are cut by lowly people living by the seashore,
attain Buddhahood. The teaching of the Buddha is as deep as the
ocean in which the seaweed grows.
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Spirit In nearby Nagonoura...

Reciters  this scene continues.

Fuji (Wisteria) Story it b e b
¥ ¥
People say, “We do not bid farewell to spring as if we were parting
with people leaving in boats or on carriages. When we part with ¥ i z 13 > i . % o it i
the spring, we celebrate it with songs by the bush warbler and the 9 k D i x 2, i D 2 7 n
flowers that scatter in late spring” Iz ) = VT ° X g')é = 2 D 2
m2 0 @ v ¥ o D D E oD R
Spirit “Beneath the dew on the wisteria, the purple of the flowers b\ }il‘ %i s Zg: JEE f ‘:LE. D
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remains, and... VE N W e %) g; 0 % %;)E
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Reciters ..in the depths of a lush bamboo grove, I hear a bush warbler D |7 {m 7 ®D 3 7
singing in the dusk” Similarly, the view of the hazy moon reflected =] 5 ¥ Gg‘ < x :)C
on the surface of the water and hanging clusters of beautiful ‘}E cko S e 1t ° %
wisteria blossoms on a spring evening are ethereally beautiful and o {)\ % % 2
extremely pleasing to everyone. 17;)}; e °
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The winds travel across the lagoon and blow through the pines on ;‘I;:
the shore. The wisteria of Tagonoura is entwined in a pine tree. 5
While human beings idle away their days and nights, year in and Y )\ L
year out, the flowers fall like snow in spring, and in the lush green gz ~
summer, when your sleeve brushes against a flowering citrus, the El S
rising scent reminds you of your love of yore. When autumn comes D i
and the leaves fall, the evening moon is reflected in the lagoon and ZIN i
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the night is advanced by winds crossing over the beach.
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At the break of dawn, waves rise and plovers cry. When you hear
the plovers calling to their friends, you are reminded of the frosty
scenery of winter.

Spirit Such transience in this world...

Reciters  agrees with the law of nature. In particular, the wisteria flowers
fall almost as soon as they bloom. But no one regrets it, keeping
only their hue, like the trailing morning mist, as a memento of the
passing of spring. Twirling my sleeves beneath the morning moon,

the purple hue, like its fragrance, is extremely exquisite.
Blossoms of wisteria...

[Jo no mai]
Slow and quiet dance, accompanied by a performance of a Japanese flute, large
and small hand drums, and a drum.

Spirit As beautiful as the hairpiece of the goddess of the spring are the
wisteria blossoms. It blooms on the boughs of a pine tree, as green
as sleeves of the goddess’ robes, from which the blossoms hang
down. The pine tree, from which the blossoms hang down.

Reciters Hanging down from the pine tree, the flowers of the wisteria are
light purple in color, the flowers of the wisteria are light purple
in color, looking like a beautiful dancer twirling her sleeves, as
soft clouds. We shall sing a song. We shall sing a song. The song
“Bending Willow” (a song for Japanese thirteen-stringed koto),
the song “Scattering Plum Blossoms” (a song for Japanese flute),
or the song of “Shunnoden” (ancient court music). The song of
bush warblers at play in the flowers sounds beautiful and pleasing.
Winds come from Ao Beach (a beach near Tagonoura) and waves
rise on the lagoon of Tagonoura, and the blossoms of wisteria are
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Fuji (Wisteria) Story

falling. Just as in the ancient story of “The Dream of A Butterfly,” a
short night of a spring is now over, and the spirit vanishes into thin
air. The sunlight shines over a trail of cloud in the morning sky.
What remains, in the shining morning light, are the lush leaves of

trees growing in the mountains.

*Dialogues in this piece are quite unique and differ from school to school. The following
story therefore introduces two styles of dialogues, referring to the current utaibon (book of

lyrics and musical notation) used in Hoshé School and Kanze School.

** This Dialogues from Utaibon in Kanze School

1. A Travelling Monk Arrives at Tagonoura in Etcha Province

A monk from Kyoto departs to visit Zenko-ji Temple. He travels along the
Hokurikudé highway and arrives at Tagonoura in Himi, Etcha Province. The
monk admires the view of wisteria flowers entwined in a pine tree.

Travelling Monk
Crossing mountain after mountain over such a distance, crossing
mountain after mountain over such a distance, do I travel along the
Hokurikudo highway.

BERR—FILYA b thegl%-corn

N, A GRS

\ — *
{;; T%%K LR (0283
o D T & v
,i% i3 g &
2 f -
2 ox 22 |8 ok o
Y Bw o w 2L | AR R
= D q: E B KT o ic <
L & < E3| X E T 2T
% 0&.5}3 % i 7 ES O)\i))‘{gﬁ@
N Ezlﬁ ctf— &l Mo
S A A mEr LY
w ° N c, :.;T;; /E\\<
n s =z |k \ Z
S S YRR
o I C moOR % =1 E%’%Z‘z,
[J—l II:I:II E %E\ ~ %EO)%OL)
¥ < < i oL ey
7 : 7 Lo Kk
i 1t i o 5 T g Ee
%z 23 o%tg w5 o B
i i 6 2 & T R
A % xR %, S w o~
= i i e A
it g D o
- |z )
2 @_z 7 i< O~
! rh £ O :%@?g
D h = 7 D OE AR
i 2 % & oY
I = b =
I K 2 O < 2N
i ) 5 B £ D &
& ) 5 % S
) 4% © 8 U
o # »OJE Bk
; : b
i W L9 2
" * e o
%- El S D
; & 7
o gz E3
37
"
3 g

oOZE A
& T

-9.- http://vwvww.the-noh.com



Story é‘) % -

Fuji (Wisteria) | TS ;T\ . i
The man before you is a monk living in Kyoto. I have stayeq in IR 7_; oo % »H K 0) H % 03
Kaga Province and visited well-known sites. Now, I would like to %5) {% ; + EE 3;3; b 5 < % ;% ?é Z FA
sit Zenko-ji Temple. - = s 2 2L EHH ZH
vis ) F“ﬂ - /A " % H > 12 Bk i7 = ;_ % N

H %= i . ik b o %
. Mount Haku, where the snow has melted 5 ﬁ‘ . 7 {}i/z 7- }]g,ﬂg h 7S L%
Calm is the breeze from has A 23 h 0 < 1z ¢ A3 Ci\ o
away. Calm is the breeze from Mount Haku, where the snow Egn i AR ~ 5 4 Uy ;-%C o
melted away. I have passed the villages of Hikage and Naga‘e. " ;1% 3 %j§ % B ﬁ & - ﬁ YBZ ng g6
Passing the barrier at Tonami, I looked through the lea"e.s n ;he B % ok é H % D %E F'Zé s L
direction of the Momiji River. Traveling by the cove of Himi, i ? ; ) %\ % [éé y ﬁ 5k 2 £
i a. o = [SIENA
arrive at the famous Tagonoura. I arrive at Tagonour )?33 T I}/) A e ) e E ’0]) @ E Z g\‘
in Etcha Province. I have fﬁ < Z 73 n < © & ﬁ Z-‘ F‘*‘j v
Lhave already arrived at Tagonoura in Etchd 0 5 2 % W T # TR D x
heard that this place is famous for its wisteria blossoms, and a 2 Eh: 7 = b\ 2 V) > %_ % "C\ S ks
wisteria is in full bloom over there. Let’s go and enjoy the scenery. L f? = % i ;)) %" 0:) R = =4 7%6 :
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Oh, how splendid are its blossoms. [‘a% 13 v lg)‘é I?é ¥ £ %ﬁ? p n 7? ; @:
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I am reminded of an old poem, “The bottoms of its leaves are in Lj: % £ % o 2 Li\ il & g 35 g
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Fuji (Wisteria) Story

Woman

Excuse me, but I would like to talk to you, traveler.

Travelling Monk

Woman

Monk

Woman

Monk

Woman

Reciters

Yes, do you mean me? What would you like to talk to me about?

This place called Tagonoura is famous for its wisteria blossoms.

It reminds me of an ancient poem, “Blooming by the lagoon

of Tagonoura, the wisteria blossoms are reflected in the water,
coloring the waves purple” Instead of a poem like this, you recited
one lamenting a man’s pitiful state. You must be a person who
does not appreciate elegant, refined tastes.

I did not know there was someone near me, and the poem came

to my lips automatically.
But you belittled the wisteria flowers,

and recited a poem about a man’s pitiful state, as “I'm the same as
the tattered bottoms of the leaves”

From the perspective of the wisteria, this is terribly disappointing.
There is a famous poem by Nawamaro,

“In Tagonoura, waves of wisteria blossoms are fragrantly bloom-
ing. I will go and hold aloft the flowers for those who cannot see
them?”
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Fuji (Wisteria) Story

In poems such as this, people lauded the blossoms of this wisteria,
but you recited a poem with no sense of refinement or elegance.
How appalling. Truly, as an ancient poet wrote, about the
blossoming flowers, “Only someone who knows their color and
fragrance does indeed know them” And someone who does not
know elegance doesn’t know them. This is indeed true.

How interesting. You who recites old poems, may I ask who you

are?

Woman If you ask me who I am, please turn your attention to the wisteria
flowers glowing purple in the evening light.

Reciters  You said, please turn your attention. The wisteria with clusters of

blossoms, entwined in a tree...

Woman at Tagonoura,

Reciters  is none other than...

Reciters  the spirit of the blossoms of that famous wisteria. Evening
clouds are travelling swiftly with the winds off of the lagoon of
Tagonoura. Saying so, she slips under the wisteria blown by the
winds and vanishes into thin air. She looks like she is approaching

the wisteria but she vanishes into thin air.

[Interlude]
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4. The Spirit of the Wisteria Appears Before the Monk, Dances, and
Disappears

While the monk is asleep, the spirit of the wisteria appears in the middle of
the night. She announces that she was enlightened by the Dharma of Buddha

Fuji (Wisteria) Story Bg %ﬁé% ?g - oy SH =
N 5 ® “ 2
3. Villager Talks to the Monk n ) A
% 5 W kB w &
A villager who lives nearby appears and finds the monk. He talks about Ha V=RV A EI:: N &
the history associated with the wisteria in Tagonoura, responding to the D - ) =} 5 h
monk’s questions. He explains that at this place in the Nara era, Otomo no A 7]‘15 Ay TQ; ”: D B
Yakamochi composed a poem celebrating this beautifully blooming wisteria. (B8 71: ﬁ; 15 Elj %
The villager then exits. 2; é% ‘t‘“ E) » ;E
R b e n
3 7,
£
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and became a bodhisattva of the flowers. She then performs a dance and
disappears in the dawn.

Monk Misty night. It is dark even with the moonlight. I have nowhere

B> FEHOH SNTHTHOR .~ TARTE R
b

to lodge for the night and recite a sutra, accompanied by the song

~
%

7

of birds drifting through the sky. As gusts of wind blow fiercely
through the wisteria blossoms, I doze off with the sound of the
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waves for my pillow, feeling like my dream is broken. Feeling like
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my dream is broken. Vo lg
=1 %
Spirit of Wisteria 7 bl
“When did I get lost in the frail beauty and flagrance of the RYAR = %\ 5
flowers, which fall so sadly into a void” < D :/C
%5 5 {t i
— . . . % 2 ETERO
Monk How interesting. The night advances, and seeing a face appearing » o3 AH 7
under the moonlight, it is the woman whom I met in the daytime. D) i3 2 e
You must be the spirit of wisteria. e o b /g =
DB 7 B R
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Spirit I am hesitant to say so, but I am the spirit of the wisteria. The
wonderful Buddha’s Dharma rained down upon me many bless- < . - N
ings, and as a result I attained enlightenment and now apypear IJ\\ ;32 % % 1;? % 5—5 § P i 3)' H_;E\ %Cﬁ
— W,
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man beings idle away their days and nights, year in and year out,

T

the flowers fall like snow in spring, and when you welcome the
green leaves of summer, the scent of citrus flowers reminds you

of your love of yore. The paulownia drops its leaves in autumn,

h o ~E

as the moon clearly shines to let us know that autumn has indeed

OF IWImSFC

Fuji (Wisteria) Story i % b %
B B
through personal experience, the wisteria has attained enlighten-
ment and is blooming. It is the flower blooming in an enlightened . > e -
heart. Although the ghave no emotions rassef and trees gcar1 ﬁi 17'% = 0 = oi E‘ K %_J % % < {A Z)
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arrived. Night is advanced by the winds crossing over the beach.
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Fuji (Wisteria) Story

At the break of dawn, waves rise and plovers cry. When you hear
the plovers calling to their friends, you are reminded of the frosty
scenery of winter.

Spirit The transience of the four seasons,

Reciters  agrees with the law of nature. Morning mist covers the wisteria
blossoms, fully opening in the summer. How I will miss this
scene, a memento of spring’s end. How pleasing is the deep
purple entwined with pine branches.

Spirit How tasteful.

[Jo no mai)
A slow and quiet dance, accompanied by performance of a Japanese flute,
large and small hand drums, and a drum.

Spirit It is so tasteful. Enriched by the winds of spring,

Reciters  enriched by the winds of spring, the rustling of the pine branches
seems to laud your longevity, lasting for thousands of years.

Spirit The wisteria blossoms entwined on the pine tree are really taste-
ful.

Reciters  Sleeves of light purple wisteria, as soft as clouds, twirl as
this beautiful woman dances. We shall sing a song. We shall
sing a song. The song “Bending Willow” (a song for Japanese
thirteen-stringed koto), Or the song “Scattering Plum Blossoms”
(a song for Japanese flute). Fujiuno is also famous for its wisteria
blossoms, similarly filled with beautiful blossoms and gorgeous
fragrance. In this Tagonoura, the winds blowing from Ao Beach
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Fuji (Wisteria) Story

(a beach near Tagonoura) make a crisp sound, and the waves rise
beautifully in the lagoon. Having danced with her sleeves twirling
and shining under the moonlight, the spirit of the wisteria enters
the trail of mist glowing purple in the light of dawn. She enters
the trail of mist and vanishes from sight.
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Fuji (Wisteria)
Synopsis

A monk living in Kyoto travels on the Hokurikudo
highway from the province of Kaga to Zenkoji Temple.
When he passes by Tagonoura in Himi, Etchat Province
(present-day Himi City in Toyama Prefecture), he notices
some beautiful wisteria flowers. When he lays eyes on
the flowers, an old poem comes from his lips, but it
does not laud the beauty of the wisteria. A woman then
appears before the monk. She scolds the monk, saying
that since he is in Tagonoura, which achieved fame for its
wisteria blossoms, he should have chosen to recite a poem
lauding the beauty of wisteria. She insists that he does not
understand elegant, refined emotions. The monk asks her
identity, since she is familiar with past events. The woman
then reveals that she is the spirit of the wisteria and
vanishes into thin air.

In the middle of the night, the spirit of the wisteria
appears in front of the sleeping monk. She tells him that
she has attained enlightenment through the teaching of
the Buddha and has become a bodhisattva of the flower.
She performs a dance, and eventually daybreak comes.

The spirit disappears in the first rays of dawn.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

This drama is in the third group, and its lead
character is a female spirit of a flower. The storyline is

simple: a traveling monk meets a flower spirit at a well-

known place. The story makes use of old poems that

describe the ethereal beauty of the wisteria blossoms, and

is filled with poetic elegance.

You will enjoy the elegant dance of this third
group Noh drama, and the tasteful Noh chants
embellished by poetic words. This piece invites you to

wander in a dreamy world where you lose your sense of

time, far away from reality.

This drama is deeply associated with the locale

called Tagonoura. Although the terrain has changed
and the size of the lagoon at Tagonoura has decreased
dramatically since the time described in this drama,
the ancient wisteria tree depicted in “Fuji (Wisteria)”

still exists in the local Fujinami Shrine. Visiting the site

depicted in the drama is another way of enjoying Noh
plays. Please visit the shrine during the season that the
wisteria is in bloom.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season

Scenes
Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Kanze, Kongoh, and Hosho schools
The third group Noh, Kazura-mono (with drum music)

Unknown
Unknown

Spring (March in the lunar calendar), the season that the wisteria is in

bloom

Tagonoura in Etchd Province
A prop of a pine tree decorated with flowering wisteria

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Waki-tsure

Ai

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite
Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Waki

Waki-tsure
Ai

Number of scenes
About 1 hour and 20 minutes

Length

Village woman

Spirit of the wisteria flower

Traveling monk

Two fellow monks in lesser standing (they do not appear,
depending on school)

Villager

26, Wakaonna, Fukai, or Ko-omote

Z6, Wakaonna, Fukai, or Ko-omote

kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori (a short-
sleeved outer kimono worn by female characters) with
scarlet patterns in “kinagashi”-style, kitsuke / surihaku
(short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the
costume of a female character), and a fan

kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly longer
than the shoulder), tengan (crown for celestial beings and
female court ladies), choken (an elegant, unlined, long-
sleeved garment worn by dancing female characters),
kitsuke / surihaku, hakama (kimono-style trousers) in
okuchi-style (scarlet) or scarlet-patterned nuihaku (a
short-sleeved kimono with embroidery and gold or silver
flakes applied to the fabric) wrapped around the waist,
koshi-obi (belt), and a fan

sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), kitsuke

/ muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern,
worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male char
acters of lesser standing), mizugoromo (a type of knee-
length kimono), hakama in dkuchi-style (white) (not worn,
depending on the school), koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist
prayer beads

Same as the Waki

Naga-kamishimo (A long-sleeved kimono with matching
top and bottom worn by male characters) with bottoms of
naga-bakama (a long hakama-style trousers)

Two
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