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1. Hitomaru Heads Down to Hyaga = = ﬁj A {Ellaa &
o ¥R OR o omE 7 )
With her ardent desire to meet with her father, Hitomaru, the daughter of B Y, ;% E\ T R = {0? B
Akushichibyoe Kagekiyo, leaves her residence in Kamakura (present-day ?, ‘:ko 'Eg = lg 75 % f‘i ;C) JiES EII
Kanagawa Prefecture) and heads down to the province of Hytga (present-day % H < 72,_ > D > 2 A
Miyazaki Prefecture). T & O L = & &= L N Al
23 oL eo s 0o  Hop
Hitomaru and Retainer L {E @E é’- 5 ; (I Gl: A 03& )
A little bird told me that he is still alive. A little bird told me that g; %R) ;Lé‘ Ok) &E Zb\) o 02. 3 K
he is still alive. 'm wondering how he is doing..., wondering about % % % e - ° RN Iz
his life as ephemeral as a drop of dew. D H 2 4 L 5 i 2> )il =
T n o W o % D v
Hitomaru The woman before you is Hitomaru, living at Kame-ga-e-ga-yatsu N - X A %\ g ES X Vo i &
in Kamakura. Because my father, Akushichibyoe Kagekiyo, fought !%4 i L ° jﬂ: A i H E
for the Taira clan (Heike), the adversary Minamoto family (Genji) 2‘ ﬁE %)E ‘Ig H ;f:[‘ Zg %ﬁ ,/_\’3
hates him. I overheard that he was therefore banished to Miyazaki o % D 2 A HH 1% p)\ "C\
in Hytga Province and has been spending days there. Although I = % W g R .
am not accustomed to traveling, hardship inevitably comes with M| 7w 171'? 'E; w Vo %
traveling anyways. To meet my father, I set my mind... Iz 9 s T (NG 20 -
% o 2 4+ 7 <k S
Hitomaru and Retainer 2> VC\ 3 L>) i ; ) g 7z
A5 ~ 9 Fh &< 5
I go to bed under the stars and when I think about my father, tears e A s ) I W Hit
overflow. The sleeve beneath my head is soaked with tears and D) i X A 7% A %
dew. W% % < R B
b s wi g lc®E  Co N
Leaving the province of Sagami (present-day Kanagawa 0 % : %i‘ 7z \{é'{l‘ E lg éﬂ °
Prefecture), leaving the province of Sagami, although we were Iz T ;é; - Iﬁz n %ﬁ} O)\ e H
unsure about who we should ask regarding directions, we have 5 Iz > CE < = d b
arrived in Totoumi Province. < 7T|§ b > A {%3 é J, ~
D I T x BB AN i
I i :H T w0
v £ < n Z = H 5
> Hi L ] T %
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Kagekiyo Story

As its name suggests, we can see boats traveling in the sea far
away. Crossing the eight bridges over the three rivers in Mikawa
Province, when can we arrive in Kyoto? We hope we will get used
to makeshift sleeping arrangements on the road, we hope we will
get used to sleeping on the road.

Retainer Since you have been hurry, we are now in Miyazaki in the province
of Hyaga. Why don’t you ask the whereabouts of your father?

2. Hitomaru Appears at the Place of Kagekiyo

When Kagekiyo, who lives in a straw hut, is lamenting his circumstances,
Hitomaru and her retainer arrive. Although they are looking for him,
Kagekiyo lets them pass.

Kagekiyo Alone closing the shabby pine gate, this is how I spend my days.
Because of my blindness, I cannot see the clear sunlight and do
not know whether a day has passed. I just sleep in a dark room in
a hut. Whether it is hot or cold, I do not change clothes anymore.
Growing gaunt, I am reduced to a skeleton.

Reciters  If I wish to be against the world, why don’t I renounce this world
and wear the monk’s garment? If I wish to be against the world,
why didn’t I renounce this world and become a monk? I am ter-
ribly ashamed of this gaunt and sordid self. There is no one who
commiserates and visits me. No one will visit me.

Hitomaru How mysterious. Although it looks like no one lives in this
humble, old hut, I can hear a voice inside. To my surprise, the
voice sounds attractive to me.
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Kagekiyo Story % fie % % % %E % % ;%

It could be the residence of a beggar, so when we step away, the

it

Kagekiyo.

Kagekiyo Iheard his name before, but I have never seen him with these
blinded eyes. I hear from the grapevine that he lives in abject
circumstances...

FTEF, Tl

TH

o

eaves look far away. fite 1A ik i =t i H F J Z =

» % A AN T B £S5 @  »H

Kagekiyo Although I cannot see it, [ know from the sound of the wind that Iz D L /02 é;_ D (\ 7 T 5 3k Py
autumn has already come. Well, it seems that someone from Z F 2 17T 7 rh < il 0 T )
) Ji — k& i

somewhere has just come to the door. ) S - l’)) D — 7N / N
2 ; < % Y, A R X e O 73

) Gii ) pil A Iz A D & H
Hitomaru I do not know whereabouts of the wind (the location of my ;)\ % h k) D) = 5 P V) 3) E F;_j
father). I wander in this world but there is nowhere for me to rest. 1x 5\5 2/% - ° 1 A é 7”:0 e Z
wooom F v 5 o B o3
Kagekiyo There is nowhere to rest peacefully in the Three Realms of the B A v O) %O ?‘:5: {7% @ 5 -
World of Transmigration. Everything is emptiness [“sunyata” in 7::_: (;ﬁa {i‘[ S z‘c };}f N ?: %

Buddhist concept]. You do not need to ask someone by name to Z Vo W ¢ Vo) 5 D
answer, and you do not need to answer where you are from. i) 9 9 L 7?; i
5 A A 'y 2 .

Retainer Iask a person in the straw hut... n 71'30 g_ £ N 2:

E3 v z

N °© A
Kagekiyo Who is it? 2: 750 @ g N
) SC L
Retainer Iam looking for the whereabouts of an exile. £ i;E VA
& 5 >
Kagekiyo Hmmm... an exile...what is his surname? %: [E¢ I<E

ViR

. . . A lushichibug 5] 7 ¢
Retainer He was a warrior of the Heike, and his name is Akushichibyoe H ' N
D il
12 it
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I cannot stop feeling sorry for him. For details, please ask some % ;t|: D F f; g ? :C) : b é{ i E
N cj: U - “; é: L 7
Ise. Iz -] 7 A 5 D — L o I -
o B A 2R3 E2%Y & R
i father is not in this area. Please A oo < D . s Hi &
Retainer [to Hitomaru] Sounds like your fa i ? L o»m 7% < o % ~ L (SN
decide to go farther to look for him. D i O Z [ R 2 /ff 8] % T X o
he daughter of % d) T ¥ Bl 75% DR L o x Z %
. i u 2 5
Kagekiyo I was wondering who the visitor was, and S::e 1s Ft; ;risti tute » sta R E i‘ ° oy g 3 T < ; §
a . : ip with a =<3 N >
i d been having a relationship ) S5 7 = i O B S 5
my blind self. I ha . nd had a baby. Because it = & w T 2 »H Z ( i = 1
i i . %& N
ear in Atsuta in Owari Province a th o\ ¥ ¢ - % A D ) - 2 s
fOarlsaaydaughter I thought she was useless and entrusteIc{l herttt? ) e o a %j; g Z s i %}S“‘ i)% z}(g 5.) f 5
w ’ . rettin Y
. -e-ga-yatsu in Kamakura. Reg 5!& ;E {) EE[ S g
owner of an inn at Kame-ga-e-ga-y all the way to ) b ) < % . - 7 % %
that she does not know her father well, she has come g % 5 T ?{u:‘ fb)) W I 7 v . ?
exchange words with her father. & 3/,)]’ ﬁ »5 © [ ) 2 cb fé—
it ) * : SO e c
ice, I cannot see her face. How sad it is Zb\) 2 D v VC\ o N [ 1A
i hough I can hear her voice, I c Q2 ‘. N v . )
ReClterS Alt Oug I’ her father and let her g0° - Cl: H:ﬁ 7N N *L : A l/
be blind. I could not tell her that I'm ith T ° 5 g : B S
N ks t humane heart and the unbreakable bond with my H ~ H D B Bl 2 " ZAS
It speaks to my : daughter. - <
dauljghter. It shows that I cannot break the bond with my daug ? T o é‘ % }; E ‘c/g 5
Al T2 o 7 :
% JE ES o Z *A 5 i
i ther ° g a8 T T o o 7 i
* Hitomars Mests it Her Fuche o AL 5 2 F T i n
, that the VR > < N R op 7
Hitomaru asks a villager of Kagekiyo’s whereabouts énd 1earnlsls Kagekiyo out {j\: # =l g b b %}: 553
ignoble man whom they just met is her father. The villager ca |25 D % i e 5 5 p 2 W
1gno . 1 >
and lets the father and daughter meet each other i ? % id:i /':ﬁ\ ?’ 5 j; g&
& D fa 75 7 w
: ne from this village here? W H T H o ) _ B
Retainer Excuse me, but is there anyo o n Iz L T & 7 = 2
> \-O -
L L4009 S o ) i
: w &% MEEE! S A
* — 72}: Vi N
ﬁ L > H b
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Kagekiyo Story

Villager  You are looking for a villager. How may I help you?
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Retainer We are looking for the whereabouts of an exile.
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Villager =~ He may be an exile, but who is this exile you are looking for?

& AFONH

Retainer We are looking for Akushichibyoe Kagekiyo, a warrior of the
Heike.

R
g

Villager ~ On your way here, did you find anyone in the straw hut in the
shadow of a mountain?

Sob o T A MRS -

Retainer There was a blind beggar in the hut.

Villager  Indeed, that blind beggar is Kagekiyo himself, the man you are
looking for.
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Oh, how strange. When I told you the whereabouts of Kagekiyo, _L,C)
the lady over there started to be distressed. What happened to her? U Vo H <
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Retainer It is no wonder you are suspicious about her reaction. To tell you
is lady i - ER b z Z % D5 B W b B I A
the truth, this lady is the daughter of Kagekiyo. She travelled all 7 3 s e B

the way here with a hope to meet her father once again. As you 71; fi Z E % % % g? FgEJ ; < % é; i%é
now know her situation, would you mind calling Kagekiyo out and AP N ~ B » AT ™ - Wl o H
letting her meet with him? Z ER Z b3 Z J: ~ R X - < Tt T b
opn o T LS5 Fwrr vl 2 S5 Fon

=5 o - N
Villager ~ Oh my goodness, what a story! You are the daughter of Kagekiyo. ‘J,: J;/) % ;;‘ 75: ?L % é Zﬁg g 05 f)i %
Well, then, calm yourself down first and listen to me. Z: o Gj): é}— é}‘ 7 h 2 f,_; & T 5 4

2
R L ) AT -
When Kagekiyo became blind in both eyes, he had no other B 77 D> ° ° o) i3 L o E Y
choice than to become a monk. He introduces himself as Koto (a 7 I Z /\ < ° oo

N AN
rank given for a blind monk) in Hyaga and lives day by day relying D = D D Kl R &
on the mercy of tourists and people like myself. He is ashamed of < B E {ﬁ 39[; ;C: B 2
his circumstances which are nothing like his past days. I assume 7 % = N N
5] &
D <
it 5
A ]
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he could therefore not tell you that he was your father. I will come | fEH L 5\
with you and call him out. He will respond if I give him my name. H < 7
You can meet with him then and talk about your past and present. A 9
7 TR £ L
Please come this way. Lm; iny lg A 7?) > [éj ?D %
X T X D I c [N A
Hello. Is Kagekiyo home in this straw hut? Hello, Akushichibyoe 4\ ﬁ\f ° X > HoF L
Kagekiyo. Kagekiyo, are you there? TP /é 7N 9 < D L L ¥
5 & n 2 kAl < T T L
Kagekiyo Oh, noisy, noisy! How I hate to be called by my name. Someone 7: 502 {3'?5 ;L % % 2: l(j - }f
visited me from my home, but I didn’t give her my name because I ’JT% i N N T o E E N
am ashamed of my miserable situation. I am so sad. Lines of tears L ik 5= 5 n H F x ¥ Z
shed in sorrow run down my cheeks and ruin my sleeves. < ?EB {Ellﬁa B A A ‘ﬁ‘ T %
L @ & gt 2 & o S Boa 5
S L % 43 i O
> ) DEEE % [
] 5t T ~ i 5l % H
c A s oHE D 230
& < z ‘'~ % H S a5
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Kagekiyo Story it % # % #

All events are happening in this unstable world like a dream. This

is a.beggar who rea?llze(.i his own fragility and gave hlmse{f up as 'C\ = 5 R IR H j: - - 5 X H I 2D
he is already dead in this world. You called such a beggar’s name, B H = e T 5 2 z b L & o #
Akushichibyée Kagekiyo, but how can I respond to that? My name o E =2 Z woA L; b; D L & o B oL
is... R & 0K ey nE E & v R How 0w
B Aoz A 5 A A ez U 3o
Reciters ...the same as this province, Hytiga. My name is Hytga no Koto. ;:3 {?Z ;‘ Lﬁ: 0& l%; g‘; E ;C) 72 g % 03 7,:) § %%é
Hytiga means “facing the sun” Hytga means “facing the sun” EEN S 7 7 T 5 75 B B D i Oz
How come you did not call me that suitable name but called the é B O v > A J): 3 D N |1¥ 4 D D I3 b
old, abandoned name of a defeated warrior? Associated with the B I Z i i D 9 5 5 i zZ D
character “bad” in the old name, I hope no evil mind will grow and  zZ % n n Z Iz W»og T =g % »
¢ TH v e F N Lo b oo
disturb my temper, but, oh, how irritating it is to hear the name. - ot s S

e ¢ b 9 2 o3 w2
A %) 5 :.;: H m ° PN ‘(\‘ AN\
Kagekiyo Ilive in this village, ° A7 é)\ 2 ° 7% Z £ H ,‘E » t
B LB ow 5 1 K3 A
Reciters  Ilive in this village and if local people who are supporting my B 17 V) <\\ g 7 7% ok & @
. e . . A AT 7o F WoTo = o R
life hate me, it is just like a blind person who loses his cane. As i & e jr AL X
this is the bad habit of a disabled man, please forgive me for my ff% ,,gé» & . [ % A 9 % E {flfc '%) ?i:
unreasonable complaint. B2 E 9) ‘? ES H 4 - I-El roo ﬂ}/[l[i
2 5 5 h T Do EH o L4 T
Kagekiyo Although I am blind, I D B 2 e g D 9 Mz
O E %y Eox g o Aob B
Reciters  Although I am blind, I can understand what a person thinks when 3 é IIE' ES) }C j:CL 7;)§ é[): fEL!| g g) 16%
I hear a word. Winds blow over the pine trees in the mountain. ° g) & Q S L Y vl ; AN
Ah, I can see the snow, I can see the flowers in my dreams. I regret ) j? £ ¥ F 0/5 Ee D T
waking up from such dreams. When I hear the sound of waves h=5 O Sl B 9 7z £ H Z L
washing the rocky beach in the bay, I imagine an evening tide is 9 ° il < D i e 5 I ¥
filling the beach. I am a member of the Heike and a blind monk g Iz ANNRAS i!)z IL‘TA If] noIx 70

who narrates the stories with a Heike Biwa lute. Let me tell you a A T\ /N }( . % - =2 7‘2) ‘]5 E
3 Jii =B 29 -]
story for your amusement. SF’“ ¥ B gt} N N T %
X - EoC SR
— B o <O z % H
Fllj D N 7:;{: 7z ‘Ij BN D \» 7:;:
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Kagekiyo Iam sorry but something in my mind is disturbing me right now,
and therefore I told you something inconsiderate. I apologize. ZN 5 B 3 Z o B Vo =N % H
¥ o B®w L v B 0 e L
Villager ~ No worries. You behave that way all the time. Anyways, did anyone T 7_‘)1 Iz L ° ‘< :’C &i ‘ N Bl HilRAR L J:
visit you before me? 8 7% *A O . gl ‘%3\ ESbS
& »ok 2 B whThH T T, L g
Kagekiyo No, no one has visited me 7 b T ,\ 7 % <7z x < 2 7}% j_
see o ' B LE 2 b F ks F ° o
z 7 ¥ 4 Z [ Wwoo° o A T 5 0
Villager ~ Well, you are lying. A lady who identified herself as the daughter of 9 709 5k Iz B D 7 L 1% o 2 o L
Kagekiyo must have visited here earlier. Why are you trying to hide & Y 2 D I % = I ¥ % U T E Aol
it? Since she was so pitiful, I brought her here. ) oz - B L ij; 2 E3 L < LA
> VERE) 7= 7§ VA = e E 75: ¥ I X
) D ° Vo > Vwoo
Now, hurry up, Lady. Meet your father. ;C) d{,) %E_- < o GL:’_ F < o ig ° L
7z Vs k) ° T L S =
Hitomaru Hello, father.  am here. 3 X 5 X % 1 7z 7z yob
~ o N ° O) ° © |73} i))
I am resentful. I have tolerated the rain, wind, dew, and frost all the B = 5] T fife lj h
: . n T ERR < AN
way on my travel here. But my determined heart and courtesy will . 3 PN - z
- =4 - bt b
be ruined. How resentful I am. Father’s love must not be equally D L gg ° = L r
shared with each child. Alas, how terrible this is. 7 D 7;; b ) {%5 1% D3
° DN
B v E D % B
Kagekiyo I have tried to conceal my identity, but you are here. This transient I & \d H IR h
self is ashamed of himself and feels unrest. 7> l’)) < K; 2;) %’_ ES
% 5 =2 BB L
Vo D= Voo A <
=% b ¥ - L £
B & h 2> 75 g D
Iz s
2 Xk D > %
< 2 i T n B
> /L Al - -
Ho S & S &
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Kagekiyo . - TH % N NP2 |3} jf
- - r. 1let you go because if I 2 , 2 B 2T ¥ T o 2
You are beautiful like a blooming flower. identify you with K B ‘“— P EE T v K o < L
0ld that you are my daughter, people would identify -+ /EI%!:: i E:’» g W ofE O & % /N 5 L W
told you ) =z I = — H M -
t hate me I [
my shameful name. Please do no F% ICEE 7 U: P 7;)§ ;OCC 1% % D Mk § L
I complained that some + o a A SRR T Do rox
i ; karma that, because I ¢ . . X b= 7 1z = b I o
Reciters  How pitiful. It is my - it brought me a twisted feeling -z E ;?; by Z X at g) 24 hs !
ed friends did not visit me, d ) RG] = DL 5 & N "R 7)
e;trtalnidn't want my own daughter to come. I am so sa b& 7§§ N ¢ z o ?% & f; oR &
tha < 3 Z oz N -
. = b - b D) 7 Y P 7
ith the people of the Heike, in the boat with the g h j;h g Vb 1B X F ?6\ lic' DX
In the boat with the p days, crowdedly sitting shoulder to < ¥ Iz 5] ° n N ¥ = S A
eople of the Heike, we spent days, : the warrior who was » 7 H X X Sy — x - D
ph lder and knee to knee. This Kagekiyo wasl hough there were ‘ji ° o - v o " g % t X
shou P u
. Orsboat.At o g Ve - >
ordered to sail on board the Emper . sagas, because I won v OIR %)[i 2 E§ ;) il = L i 7z 9
renowned warriors who had their own sag be on board o X 2 4/% 7 4 yjé‘g 2} < N Doz
o ding achievements in wars, I was requeSted;lo N er, fiil A % ig & il)) fire 70’*) 7% T (s s
outstandi ) . frien y manner, I=| 9 ° L
. ted mein a ) —~ 5
with His Majesty. His MaJestY t.re.a € id that an old Qilii’l (mystlcal _7%3 Li\ EE', 75: % :; 3{ 7}7) 73} ;E 5C B
and everyone envied me. Well, it is o ker than a dray horse, T 5 oo {i N ¥ T EkEl < Zo°
! ient Chinese legends) is weaker =] %‘f jj D N oD < ‘IE %ﬂ
creature in ancien %_) ) ;EE % h k }E; D j/L
and it is true. @ T2y ;7( A ?g 32 f 2 < 7z ;7? f
; 4’? 5l ? D i é ba) B4
i Battle at Yashima RES ;] ~N S i
4. Kagekiyo Describes the Scene in the Ba A UJ; 2 ‘E e B%S 7 RS T on
. iastically R & it % B £ 54
d by Hitomaru, Kagekiyo started to VIVId.l Y and en1t1husst10rY 750 j \ %: A& %’ﬁ B 7 A ?I'D_:‘ :7?7; S
As requeSte- ! le, now called “shikoro-biki.” After the tory, o 7o L ¥ ¢ A . z
1k about his famous battle, , onsole his soul after %) L N T vz
talka back to reality, asks Hitomaru to ¢ D ° X z 3 T Z L ¢
Kagekiyo, who comes o S W E T b X
his death and bids farewell to her. L D g8 Oz; 7% 3?/% 72 e 5
. hter wishes to S Z 4 5 v = et
Villager I have something to tell you, Kageilyo’ :E) u;:;ilegat Yashima. Could ;C) L g; F_‘ Vi 'Zé& J:o = i
illa . ted fight in the = < = i D
listen to your highly-respec =51 % = 7z
you tell us the story? & h i 4
Q N
=
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Story B
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e
ill tell the story to reward . ) Hh \ o N
iyo Well, it’s an inappropriate request, but I will tell t Aef:er tﬁe story, H S Vs % g ‘l‘% 0@ DL 03 < 7% <o
Kageldyo. Well tesy that brought her all the way to here. e R N ﬁ D I ok BE K X E IRF ¥ m 7
her cour i 7] ° £ 5 S N
A Eon %78 ST TR I ¥
b} 3 BN Z
tory finishes. N > X oy 3 st L b . o
derstand. I will let her go home when your story Z z »i 5 % AR AN < 2 K - % FL)
Villager ~ Okay, I unde Vil 3 i o H L 1k < S = z )
. history, the battle % R 7 N S R T PR D L &G
kiyo It was in late March of 1184 (according to his ky ,their place over x X < < 6 RN I A 7 7 F Y 9, b
iyo ike clan too S N ) < =S A Z °
ekl occurred in February 1185). The 1—[e111k‘.’ CS::nd on the ground. They b,) E 2 L Z < &; e B 5% — ﬁ% Yy t’i
the ocean, and the Genji clan took their lash. Then Noto- YJE 7- A ?‘Ellqa < k\x NG| 3 % % S Zb) EiN v
both approached the shore and were about to clash. in even once F ° i1 E ,:EJ» RS % i A ,j\; %E;‘ %
othap ) could not win e N =z B v .
no-kami Noritsune told us : laSt}Zear’ i:eBicchﬁ and Hiyodorigoe ‘JE): ;7%[—3 ‘; ;L g G ] T\ %% IR g h # <
. i Mizushima ’ X . 3 / 9 k = YR j«) e
at Muroyama in Harima, f Yoshitsune’s bril- Iz % ANV ©3 — K- ES !
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Kagekiyo Story

Shouldn't it be easy to kill a lone warrior? Saying so, he held his
sword under his arm and loudly declared his name, “The man
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Kagekiyo
Synopsis

After the Minamoto clan (the Genji) won the Gempei
War against the Taira clan (the Heike), Akushichibyoe
Kagekiyo, a Heike warrior who was once renowned
for his bravery, became blind and was banished to the
province of Hyuga (present-day Miyazaki prefecture).

He has a daughter, Hitomaru, born from a prostitute of
Atsuta in Owari Province. Although the daughter lives in
Kamakura, she visits him with her retainer in Miyazaki in
Hyuga Province, as she heard a rumor that her father was
still alive.

Just as Kagekiyo laments his miserable circumstances,
Hitomaru and her retainer arrive. Although the retainer
asks him whether he knows the whereabouts of Kagekiyo,
Kagekiyo pretends he does not know, trying not to
indicate that he is Kagekiyo himself. He insists that
because he is blind, he has never seen the man.

After that, Hitomaru meets a villager and is told
about her father’s situation. Thanks to the villager’s help,
she is finally able to meet with her father. Kagekiyo then
responds to her requests and narrates the story of the
battle at Yashima. It is the great battle scene which he
fought against Mionoya no Shiro of the Genji, pulling
Mionoya’s neck protector, the shikoro*. When he finishes
the story, Kagekiyo tells his daughter that his life will soon
end and he asks her to console his soul after his death.
Then the father and the daughter separate again.

*Shikoro : a neck protector which hung closely from a warrior’s kabuto helmet.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

The character “aku (J#)” in the name Akushichibyoe
does not mean “bad” but “strong.” He was distinguished
by his outstanding gallantry among the warriors of the
Heike. This is a masterpiece which gently describes a
pitiful aspect of human life through the life of a once
great warrior, who lost battles and became a ragtag. It
also narrates a deep love of human beings through the
daughter who, rushes across a long distance, in her ardent
desire to meet her father despite having been separated
from him. This is one of the most difficult pieces that
requires excellent expressive power among the actors.

The scene where the shite starts to recite “Alone
closing the pine gate” in a straw hut is known as the
“shomon no utai (chant of the pine gate).” It has a unique
melody and is extremely difficult to perform, which
creates a vocal highlight that the audience can fully enjoy.

Each Noh school has own interpretation of this drama
and expressions of Kagekiyo. One school describes him
as a totally reduced man who gave up his past honors,
while the other describes him as a man with a hint
of knighthood and grittiness. Also, the special mask
“Kagekiyo,” exclusively used for this piece, varies school
by school.

Please thoroughly enjoy this masterpiece that richly
presents us the deepness of our life.

- 12 -

Schools All five.
Category The fourth group Noh
Author Unknown (Zeami, according to one tradition)
Season Unknown
Scene Miyazaki in Hydga Province
Tsukurimono  astraw hut
Characters Shite Akushichibyoe Kagekiyo
Waki Villager
Tsure (or kokata) Hitomaru
Tomo Retainer of Hitomaru
Masks Shite Kagekiyo (exclusively used for this piece)
Tsure Ko-omote
Costumes Shite shamon-béshi (a hood for high-class monks) (or sumi-béshi
(a hood for regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved
kimono mainly worn by male characters) (or kitsuke / muji-
noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the
innermost layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), hakama in dkuchi-style (white) (or hakama in 6kuchi-
style (colored)), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan. Holds a cane.
Waki tops and bottoms of su6 (A long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono

Tsure (Hitomaru)

Tsure (Retainer)

Number of scenes One
Length

with matching top and bottom worn by male characters),
kitsuke / dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with very wide
stripes, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male
characters of lesser standing), a small sword, and a fan.

kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), karaori (a short-sleeved
kimono outer robe worn by female characters), kitsuke /
surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of
the costume of a female character), and a fan.

tops and bottoms of suo, kitsuke / muji-noshime, a small sword,
and a fan.

About 1 hour and 30 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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