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Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love) Story

>

1. Retainer Calls Out Yamashina no Shoji

T
<

A retainer of Shirakawa-in (Retired Emperor Shirakawa) heard that a
gardener, Yamashina no Shaji, who takes care of the chrysanthemums for
Shirakawa-in, fell in love with a consort of Shirakawa-in. He calls out for
Shoji.
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Retainer of Shirakawa-in

Man before you is attending on Shirakawa-in.
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His Retired Majesty loves chrysanthemums. He plants and grows
many chrysanthemums every year. In this mansion, there is a
lowly retainer, whose name is Yamashina no Shoji. I ordered him
to pick up the bottom leaves of the Shirakawa-in’s chrysanthe-
mums, so I will tell him to do it again. Well, I also heard a rumor
that this man, on one occasion, had a chance to take a glance at a
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consort of Shirakawa-in and he fell in love with the consort. I shall
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call him and ask about it too.
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Hello, is anyone around?
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Servant At your command, my master.

N
e

Bresve A Sl ACECHRDES (¢ ebrf i
o
B SO ) S e

S IR S B e

<
22
v

<
1%

Retainer Tell Yamashina no Shoji to visit my office.

o ko4t

p={118 <

A SRS T EE AN e o‘°¥9’ﬂ‘
—
%3

TR
St ot
S

TAOHTATY MEREO ~NWERE | TN E > RA

SAECERIE LTV WE N TR

Ny

BesGR—4 LY A ~ thegg.com -1- http://www.the-noh.com



Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love) Story

Servant  Yes, master.
Hello, is Mr. Yamashina no Shoji here?

Yamashina no Shoji
Yes, he is. May I ask who came to my door?

Servant My master calls you to hurry to his office.

Shoji I certainly will.

2. Retainer Shows the Package to Shéji, who is in Love

The retainer of Shirakawa-in confronts Shoji about his love. He then delivers
the message from the consort whom Shoji loves, that reads: “If Shoji can carry
a designated package and walk around the garden hundreds of times, she will
appear before him.” The retainer shows the package to Shoji.

Retainer  Well, Shoji, I haven’t seen you sweeping the garden lately. Is

anything wrong with you?
Shoji Yes, I have been quite ill recently and had to neglect my duty.

Retainer I see. It’s reasonable. By the way, I overheard that you are falling in

love with someone. Is this true?
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Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love) Story

Shoji

Retainer

Shoji

Retainer

Shoji

Retainer

Shaji

How did you know such a thing?

I also heard that your love is already demonstrated in your at-
titude.

Recently, this rumor has reached the ears of Her Grace. She said if
you carry this package and walk around the garden hundreds and
thousands of times, she will come out to the garden while you are

doing it. What a wonderful offer she makes for you!

What!? Did Her Grace hear about me and tell me to walk around
the garden hundreds and thousands of times with the package?
Well, what a request... she said hundreds and thousands of times...
Hmmmm.... But she said that she will appear before me if I carry
the package and walk around the garden for hundreds of times,
didn’t she?

Yes. You must deeply appreciate her offer. She gives you such an
unusual opportunity.

Then, may I see the package?

Come this way.

This package is indeed “the burden of love” What a beautiful
package it is! Don’t you think so?

Yes indeed, this is a beautiful package. Although it is an
impossible task, if she says so, I should follow her directions. In
addition,I have been doing menial labor for many years. My life is
a life of physical labor. Even only the name...
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Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love) Story

Reciters

it sounds heavy. Even though it sounds heavy, I feel it will be heavy
only until I meet her. I will become a laborer carrying the burden

of love.

3. Shoji, Who Failed to Lift the Burden, Despairs and Dies

With a faint hope to see the consort, Shoji tries to lift the heavy package,

but it is too heavy to lift. Exhausting all his energy, a despairing Shoji holds a

grudge against the consort and dies.

Shoji

Reciters

Shoji

Reciters

Who was the first man who decided to go in to the world of love?
Because of him, many men, like me, are now lost in love.

Appropriate for how it is called, the burden of love, this burden is
very heavy.

I cannot lift it at all.
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Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love) Story

Using the same arms that I used to rest my head during those
lonely nights suffering from love, I switch sides and try many
times. But I cannot raise the heavy burden. Alas, how heavy love

is!

Shoji Although the sound of sighing was the only thing that consoled
and encouraged me, now I cannot say even a word to calm my

mind which is disturbed by love burden.

Reciters Damn it! I die now. If I will be rewarded for this love, my great
obsession will bring the reward for me. With this heart disturbed
by the love, I will let the consort go crazy and teach her a lesson!

[Interlude]

4. A Servant Notifies the Death of Shoji to Retainer

A servant who noticed the death of Shoji narrates the reason why he passed
away. Mourning his death, the servant goes to inform the news to the
retainer.

5. Consort Cannot Stand Up After Seeing the Corpse of Shoji

The retainer who was informed of the death of Shoji narrates the consort’s
real intention of requesting him to carry the heavy package and how Shoji
died. Then, he informs the consort about the death and leads her to the
garden to show his body. The consort, lamenting his death, finds out that
now she cannot stand up.
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Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love) Story

Ghost

Ghost

Reciters

I can bear to sleep alone if I have a hope to get together with her
after living in this world, then another world, and then even in the
other world. I can undergo the suffering even though it is as hard
as sitting on a rock. On the spur of the moment, I fell in love with

a woman whom I cannot even see, and she forced me to carry a
heavy burden like a rock. No one can lift such a heavy burden. Woe

be me!

Like the leaf of the kuzu plant...,

[tachimawari)
With the music the performer walks around the stage to express the unstable
emotion disturbed by his grudge.

...a beautiful tasuki band. The manager of Mount Unebi, who tucks
up his sleeves with a tasuki band whose name is associated with the

mountain, even he cannot hold this heavy burden.
Heavy burden means a deep feeling of love.

Burned by the fire of love, clouds of smoke come out of my body.
This lowly self is now seriously suffering from torture in Uniting
Hell (the hell which sinners who committed murder, theft, or
adultery go). (I will punish you.) That will show you. Learn it!

Being ablaze with love, smoke comes out of my burning love.

Like being blown by the winds of Mount Inaba, my heart is truly
disturbed. Although my heart is disturbed and I am lost in the
darkness of love, if you console my soul, my grudge will completely
vanish like frost, like snow, like mist. The time has come. Your
Grace, I will become your guardian spirit and protect your prosper-
ity for good.
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Koi no Omoni (The Deadweight of Love)

Synopsis

There was a gardener, Yamashina no Shoji, who
was taking care of the Retired Emperor Shirakawa’s
(Shirakawa-in) beloved chrysanthemums in Shirakawa-
in’s garden. One day, Shoji took a glance at a consort of
Shirakawa-in and fell in love with her. The consort, who
recognizes his romantic affection for her, has a retainer
deliver a message to Shoji that says she will appear before
him if he can complete a certain task. (During the Heian
period, noble women were always hidden behind screens
in their rooms and rarely appeared before unfamiliar
people). The required task is to carry a beautifully-
decorated package and walk around the garden hundreds
of times. The package looks so light. Shoji is delighted
with this slender opportunity to meet with the lady.
Confident that it must be an easy task for a man like
him whose body has been trained by gardening, Shoji
tries to lift the package with all the might in his body. It
is, however, incredibly heavy and he cannot lift it at all.
Although he tries again and again, he is never successful.
Exhausting all his energy, the despairing Shoji holds a
grudge against this raw deal. As he passes away, he curses
that the consort will pay for it.

The consort hears about Shoji’s death from the
retainer. She goes out to the garden, finds his body, and
mourns his death. When she tries to stand up, she cannot
move just as if there were a rock on her body. Then, the
ghost of Shoji appears before her. The ghost, who is
infuriated at her bitter treatment, repeatedly expresses his
resentment and blames her for his suffering in Hell.

In the end, however, the ghost says that he will forget
the grudge and act as a guardian to protect the consort
to realize her happiness for good, if the consort gives
memorial services for him. Then he disappears.

BERIN—F LY A b theg@-com

Highlight

This is a story describing woe and animosity of an
old man who fell in love with a beautiful woman. Another
Noh piece, Aya no Tsuzumi, also has a similar story line.

The woman is a consort of a retired emperor. The old
man is a lowly man sweeping and maintaining a garden.
Although people say class and status cannot prevent love,
there are status and age gaps between these two. In the
first place, the consort does not have any special feeling
for the old man, and the man also knows that there is no
hope for him. The terrible tragedy starts when the consort
offers him hope which he should not have. Imagine the
misery of the old man clinging to a thread of hope and
tackling an impossible task to lift the heavy burden.

The old man’s love is crushed by her bitter treatment.

He dies of a grudge against her and he turns into an

evil ghost. This piece vividly expresses the old man’s
emotional moves with the character’s limited movements,
accompanied by the chorus which quickly changes its
singing speed. The sophisticated expressions easily grab
the audience’s hearts and quickly enchant them.

The old man does not hold his bitter feeling but
announces at the end that he will become the guardian
spirit of the consort. Although his love will never be
rewarded, he chooses to stay close to his beloved one and
support her, rather than keep blaming her. His earnest and
undistracted heart strikes our hearts.
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Schools

the Kanze and Komparu schools

Category the fourth group Noh, shashin-otoko-mono
Author Zeami

Subject Unknown

Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)
Scene Shirakawa-in Mansion in Kyoto
Tsukurimono Omoni (heavy package)

Characters Mae-shite Old Man

Nochi-shite Ghost of Yamashina no Shoji

Tsure Consort

Waki Retainer of Shirakawa-in

Ai Servant

Masks Mae-shite Akobujo, Waraijo, etc.
Nochi-shite Omoni-akujoé, Hanakobu-akujo, etc.
Tsure Ko-omote
Costumes Mae-shite Jjo-gami (wig for old man’s character), mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogdshi-mehiki-or muji-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with small check pattern and fine lines or
without patterns, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes
of male characters of lesser standing), koshi-obi (belt), and j6-6gi
(a fan used by monks or old characters)

Nochi-shite shiro-gashira (long white wig worn by roles such as aged spirits),
shiro-mizugoromo (white mizugoromo kimono), kitsuke/ ironashi-
atsuita (thickly-woven kimono with no rouge color used),
koshi-obi, hangire (a type of hakama worn by strong characters
such as demons, gods and warriors), happi-style kimono, and
kase-zue (T-shape cane)

Tsure kazura (wig), iroiri-kazura-obi (band for a wig with rouge color),
tengan (crown for celestial bodies and female court ladies),
kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost
layer of the costume of a female character), hi-6kuchi (hakama
in okuchi-style (scarlet)), akaji-karaori (a red short-sleeved
kimono outer robe worn by female characters) wore in tsuboori-
style, koshi-obi, and kazura-6gi (a fan used by a young female
character)

Waki kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), mizugoromo, kitsuke/
dan-atsuita (thickly woven kosode type of kimono with very
wide stripes), hakama in dkuchi-style (white), unlined kariginu-
style kimono, koshi-obi, and kami-6gi (a fan)

Ai naga-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono with long hakama

Number of scenes Two

Length About one hour

style trousers)
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