Kocho (Butterfly) Story

1. Monk in Yoshino Visits Kyoto

One spring, a monk living in the mountains of Yoshino in Yamato Province
visits Kyoto. He arrives at Ichijo Omiya and enjoys the exquisite plum blos-

soms.

Monk Under the early spring sky, I walk in travelling attire. Under the
early spring sky, I walk in travelling attire. How peaceful this

mountain path is.

I am a monk living deep in Yoshino Mountains in Yamato
Province. Although I live in the renowned beautiful place, I have
not seen the flourishing Kyoto. I therefore decided to go to Kyoto
this spring and visit historical and scenic sites.

The snow in the mountain peaks in Yoshino still remains visible
and shines whitely. The snow in the mountain peaks in Yoshino
still remains visible and shines whitely. Flowers will bloom late this
spring. I cross Mount Kisa where spring winds blow. Seen behind
the haze is Mount Mikasa, over there. Is this tree, which has leaves
on the tip of its branches, an oak? I travel further in the shadow of
the big leaves. I pass Nara and arrive in flourishing Kyoto which
shines by the dignity of His Majesty. I have arrived in prosperous
Kyoto.
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Kocho (Butterfly) Story

Since I hurried, I have arrived in Kyoto. When I asked someone
where I am now, the person told me that this is the place called
Ichijo Omiya. I would like to calm myself down and enjoy the

scenery.

Well, paying more attention to my surroundings, I find an old
imperial villa. It looks suggestive. The building must have stood
here for many years. A pine tree grows out of its roof tiles, and
moss covers the plates of cypress bark in the eaves. They create a
nostalgic atmosphere. This must be a great historic place.

When I peek in the grounds from between the brushwood hedge
by a porte-cochere, I can see a beautiful plum tree in full bloom. I
will stop by to enjoy the great view.
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2. The Monk Exchanges Words with a Woman E:
)
A woman talks to the monk who is enjoying the plum blossoms. He asks D
the history behind the plum tree and her name. Although she tells the story Z
associated with the plum, she does not reveal her name. lg
)

<
v

Woman Hello. Hello, reverend priest. Where do you believe you are while
you are seeing these plum blossoms?

Monk Such a mystery. Although it did not look like there was anyone
under the eaves, a woman appeared and is talking to me. Well,

could you tell me what this place is?
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Kocho (Butterfly) N
I ; from =S = i L
Woman It must be yourfist imeviitng hre. Did you come BB om T B ofmc hoROS 5
somewhere else? & ?}f );};" g i o = ﬁi i? %E 7;7)) S
ins x < (T < o
k  Tamamanliving deep in the Yoshino Mountains in Yamato D s ) }E E % D b Z %
Monk : isiting this place for the first time in my life. VA {f T ) N % 5 —
Province. I am visiting ’ 2 '3_ 71; \ . ;2 HH E :mb <
ERR S S cofow # W .
Woman  That is why you looked like a stranger to me. t B 5 £ f?-% ’éé L & n 2 %)
) < . n %) < % 7:'; IJ_I
a1 : iti lose to the Emperor’s ék > & b L
This is a venerable building. Since it is very close ds, enjoy P %)\ ? é;‘) %) T Wk i v 07? *
; to hold parties on these grounds, enj > £ A = o Vil Z
court, aristocrats used P ery spring. }ﬁ[‘ . |73 it E;* e, s ﬁf )
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Monk They will firmly stay in my heart. % % ﬁ
o Z z L 7% 3 L oW o M t D
Woman And they have deep hue. ¥ {5 D > Z) i N e é 13 1z
R V- SR S S - N N oL
Reciters ~ An ancient poem says, “Invited by the fragrance of plum blossoms, " OH T D kﬁ ) e KX Z 23 i %3} 2
I asked about the past to the spring moon. But it does not give me B =) aH %’; C:_ h b & i é.; »
the answer. It just quietly shines on my sleeves.” I do not answer 1% _OF)P g ;h; i i[/f £l éﬁ 5} [ E%’
the question either. After ages, my sleeves absorbed its fragrance. D g[f‘ %‘i‘ F < < 5 Cﬁ [ <\ F
The eaves of this ancient villa are covered by moss. I, who miss the vid /E\ D 7 AN 7 . H )
past, will never reveal my name. Just as a diver living on the beach [N ) &H 7? L'y v BH :f)z g
in Akashi, I am ashamed that I do not have a place to settle down. ﬁ% 7/7{% /\ AN % Lji E’ E @ g
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Responding to the monk’s repeated request, the woman reveals that she is a s 1= b L i L
spirit of a butterfly. After asking the monk to recite a sutra so that she can go %\ D 2’ W
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to the Amida’s Pure Land of Utmost Bliss, she di Aé: D 13 =
o the Amida’s Pure Land of Utmost Bliss, she disappears. 7o 2 ¥ % 9
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Monk Please tell me more about the history of this site, as well as your j/l, ﬁg ST,
n ES I x b

ame.
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Woman  You might think that it is human to hide my identity. However, I L o el B ¥ Z ~
am not a human but something which dyes its heart in the color Y Vs \F X b8 5 3}3 T4
of flowers and plays in tree tops. Even though I am not a human, D g g8 Y o & VS Z ES)
I still have a profound desire. I have been lamenting that I do not R F & BT [ %
~ o >
have a chance to see plum blossoms and shed tears every spring é VD) 7 ZV & 3 ;—
for sorrow. This self who dissolves in tears did not have a chance {ﬁ‘ & é\ g Cj': FA b{
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Kocho (Butterfly) Story

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Truly, a self who enjoys visible things and becomes familiar with
flowers is empty and fragile. Such a life is the Butterfly Dream, a

jest of a butterfly flitting and fluttering with flowers.
Giving a life to live in spring, summer, and autumn, ...

...playing with the flowers, I was born a butterfly. Although I
make deep bonds only with flowers, I cannot make it with plum
blossoms. I, who mourn the fact, transformed myself to exchange

words with you, a reverend priest.

Now, I would like to request you to recite the precious Lotus Sutra

for me so that I can reach the Amida’s Pure Land of Utmost Bliss.

According to a tradition, a man called Zhuangzi in China
transformed into a butterfly in his dream. It is pitiful to stay in this
transient world, which lacks the noumenon. Talking about this
transient world, in ancient time, Hikaru Genji, who was an official
of high rank, invited dancers as beautiful as butterflies for dances,
decorated boats with gold and silver, put yamabuki (kerria or small
yellow Japanese rose) flowers in vases, and let the dancers wear

kimonos in the “yamabuki” color coordination. Then...

“Do you believe that even the butterflies flitting in a flowery garden
will...

...appear boring for the cricket which is waiting for an autumn in
underbrush?” This poem was made at that time. While talking
about the past days, the moonlight comes into this ancient impe-

rial villa. Now, please lodge under the tree where no one will see
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When the monk recites a sutra, the spirit of the butterfly appears. She dances

with a flit and plays with the plum blossoms and expresses her gratefulness

o

that she can enter Nirvana as she learned the Buddha’s Law. While showing
the dance of Bodhisattva who dances in the paradise, she flies to the dawning
spring sky and disappears in the haze.
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Kocho (Butterfly) Story

Monk I have a spring doze and wait for having a dream in this empty
world. I have a spring doze and wait for the dream. Although I
know that it was an unsure promise, I still recite a sutra aloud
under the blossoms. Let me spread my garment on the ground
for lying down under the tree. Let me spread my garment on the
ground for lying down under the tree.

Spirit of the Butterfly
How grateful. Pulled by the merit of the Lotus Sutra, both
creatures with and without minds equally attain the Buddha’s
enlightenment. The hue of the flowers is deep. I now clear my
resentment that I did not have a bond with plum blossoms, flirt
with the plum flowers, and soak myself in their fragrance. Here I

am, the spirit of the butterfly.

Monk Before dawn, above the flowers illuminated by the morning moon
appears the exquisite spirit of a butterfly. She must be the woman I
met during the day.

Spirit of the Butterfly
Why do you call me a “woman”? Although we exchanged words in
the evening, I now transform into a butterfly which flits between
plum blossoms freely. A poem says, “I wanted to be invited by a
butterfly...

Reciters ...because kerria flowers did not hinder me” Just as this poem, the
sleeves of the dancing butterfly, which flits freely among the plum
flowers, look glamorous and elegant.

[Chit no mai)
A medium-paced dance just as airy as a flying butterfly. The music of a
Japanese flute and large and small hand drums accompanies with the dance.
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Kocho (Butterfly) Story

Reciters ~ Full blossoms in the four seasons. When the time of full blossoms
comes each season, I yearn for the flowers on tree tops. Here we
have a venerable ancient villa close to the Uchino of the imperial
hunting ground. A yellow butterfly flits around wild flowers. A
butterfly flies in front of flowers just as she controls the spring
breeze at her command. She flits randomly and flips her sleeves

around. What a wonderful view!

Spirit of the Butterfly

Spring, summer, autumn... now the season of flowers ends.

Reciters  Spring, summer, autumn... now all flowers are gone. I fly until the
time when frosted white chrysanthemums are cut. I flit around the
flowers left. Fly and fly around, invited by the Buddhist teaching,

I attain the Buddha’s enlightenment. The butterfly presents the
dance of Bodhisattva who dances in the paradise. Then, fluttering
to clouds in the dawning spring sky, fluttering to clouds in the
dawning spring sky, she fades away in the haze.
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Kocho (Butterfly)

Synopsis

A monk living in a deep mountain in Yoshino in
Yamato Province (present-day Nara Prefecture) visits
Kyoto in early spring. Arriving at the Ichijo Omiya area,
he finds an exquisite plum tree blooming on the grounds
of an imperial villa. While viewing the blossoms, a woman
talks to the monk. As the monk inquires about her name
and the history of the building, she tells its history but
conceals her name. When he inquires once again, the
woman reveals that she is a butterfly who laments that she
cannot have the chance to enjoy plum blossoms. She then
tells the monk she wants him to recite a holy sutra for her
so she can become a Buddha. After announcing that she
will appear in his dream at night, she disappears in the
evening sky.

At night the monk lodges under the plum tree, recites
a sutra, and sleeps. Appearing in his dream is the spirit
of the butterfly. After expressing her delight at seeing the
plum blossoms in her dance, she flies away to the dawning
sky.

BEFIN—F LY A b theg@-com

Highlight

Although this piece includes the episodes relating
to “the Butterfly Dream” of Zhuangzi in China and the
chapter of Butterflies in the Tale of Genji, the story
itself is quite simple. The theme is a poetic fantasy; a
butterfly who has been lamenting that she cannot see
plum blossoms encounters a wonderful plum blossom at
a beauty spot in Kyoto and dances with joy. Therefore,
it seems that the descriptions regarding the bond with
Buddhism are included in this piece simply as the result of
following the conventional practice of Noh stories.

Unlike the other pieces in the Third category,
which are likely to cherish a soft, mellow, and relaxing
atmosphere, this piece is light and airy, assumedly because
this is a story about a butterfly. This drama will allow you
to enjoy the exhilarating spirit of welcoming spring at the
beginning of the season.

Schools Performed by three schools (the Kanze, Hosho, and Kongoh)
Category The third group Noh, kazura-mono
Author Kanze Kojiro Nobumitsu
Subject Unknown
Season Spring (February in the lunar calendar)
Scene Ichijé Omiya in Kyoto
Tsukurimono A plum tree
Characters Mae-shite Woman in Kyoto
Nochi-shite  Spirit of Butterfly
Waki Traveling monk
Ai Neighbor
Masks Mae-shite Wakaonna, Ko-omote, Z6, etc.
Nochi-shite Ko-omote, Z6, Nakizo, etc.
Costumes Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), karaori (a short-

Nochi-shite

Waki

Ai

Number of scenes Two
Length

sleeved kimono outer robe worn by female characters)

in kinagashi-style, kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono,
worn as the innermost layer of the costume of a female
character), and a fan.

kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly longer
than the shoulder), chékanmuri (a crown with a butterfly
ornament), choken (an unlined, long-sleeved elegant
garment worn by dancing female characters) (maiginu),
kitsuke / surihaku, hakama in 6kuchi-style (colored), koshi-
obi (belt), and a fan.

sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), kitsuke /
muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern,
worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male char
acters of lesser standing), mizugoromo (a type of knee-
length kimono), koshi-obi, a fan, Buddhist prayer beads,
and a sedge rain hat.

naga-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono with long
hakama style trousers)

About 1 hour and 10 minutes
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