Ebira (Quiver) Story

1. The Traveling Monks Enjoy the Plum Blossoms

The traveling monk and his companions enter the stage. They travel from
Kyushu on the way to Kyoto and arrive at the Ikuta River.

Traveling Monk and Following Monks
Relying on our memory of a spring (Invited by an air of spring),
relying on our memory of a spring (invited by an air of spring),

shall we be free from concerns and embark on our journey?

Traveling monk
I am a monk coming from a western province. I have never seen
Kyoto with my own eyes. Therefore, I decided to visit there for

sightseeing.

Monks Since we cannot contain ourselves who want to set out on a
journey, we departed from Tsukushi (Kyushu) by boat. Since we
cannot contain ourselves who want to set out on a journey, we
departed from Tsukushi (Kyushu) by boat. We traveled a long,
long way by sea. Layers of clouds follow us on the waters through
which we have passed. Now, we can see a streak of smoke. When
we ask the name of the shore with pine trees where the smoke
rises, someone tells that it is the beach of Suma. We then go
farther and arrive at the Ikuta River. We arrive at the Ikuta River.
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2. Traveling Monk Meets with A Man

B
A D % BA bt kA z )
As the group of the monks are enjoying the plum blossoms, a man passes by. D 7 H 2] L B H H 178 5
He is talking about the impermanence of this world. The monk speaks to him Z < E D I b\ JI & &
and asks the name of the plum tree. The man answers that it is called “Ebira & ﬁ i ﬁ Fq 2 e 2 96 )
no Ume” (Plum of the Quiver). < i é ZEZ" {I% 1 7% im0 %
¥ AR T B A ¥ 5
2 ES w2 Bk )
2 D [ES Db e
Man Time has wings. Time has wings. It flows quickly just as the flow fif S : /5 B o2 3% L5
Lo
of the Ikuta River, just like the flow of the Ikuta River. eSS R Bl ZZ S A 2
T JLEA Hil
. , L iz Iz
Blossoms fall, and leaves fall. This world of impermanence also X ’)% fE‘
shows the glory of everlastingness. What is visible and what has 9 A n
scent, everything represents the truth in itself. It belongs to the ° = )

jun i T PN By

SO NTEIE LKE

principle of reality that lies beyond existence and non-existence.
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It is, however, difficult for an individual to reach the stage of full i Q l}/) E)E i f:i
enlightenment. How unstable my situation is. ? x ¥ o H 1',?35 g/llli Iz
PN N
H v S o R T @
Humans change all the time and are never the same as a moment < Ik e A E IR BE=1
ago. It all appears in front of our eyes. I T 4 ) <
oL St N GRS it
- . - Bz 0 » 5 3 rox et
Our delusion is attached to this world. Our delusion is attached ~ = B D T % 7 4 %
to this world. Indeed, this Ikuta River is the sea of delusion, our ) V)o T 7 { B <:E H =7
life and death. Even though many generations have passed, I still 5 z [E¢ Vo7 g o I n/u)
wander out to this world, the world like a fragile dream. Even so, 0) 9 A g oo Q <
there is only one place I can go at the end. I go straight back to the f::o S ;j,; DL — {;{i 3]
underworld. b . J} D D %O
Monk Hello, I have something that I would like to tell you. ;f D 3) fi é 3) ?
G VR 5 e L
5 - i<
Man Are you talking to me? Yes, what would the matter be? o) H AN D $ fﬁ?
g K N & = 7
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Monk This plum tree is in full bloom today. Does this tree have any < gl)? %\
name? Wil _
L » z B o i > 7 B F %
CREL e o TL ® 3 v 0
Man Yes. This is called “Ebira no Ume” (Plum of the Quiver). o & 1E # /< Jik e < Z A 9 A i3
tzm by #L o rR oz~ o
Monk Well, well, well! How interesting it is that it is called Ebira no % ;l;f?i 7?; — by 5 22| ;Ci [?? ?;:L ﬁ\:l, ﬁ 'g;
Ume. Since when was this plum recognized as an exquisite tree? F 75[3) e Zé L ﬁ ;J; ° é il X fiii A
2
- »H » H IS i = 2 iy ] 2 ;
Man Um, actually it is the nickname I gave to this tree. 35 T D A7) 2 F \z =] i3 H
oo K ; i - % WV = 2
Monk Even though it is the nickname you gave, you must have a reason i & 7 T Vo % E - e H B
to name it so. Please tell us the story. %: EC* % Lj’; 2 D igc' i g';i }i’ :Z
N Z -
RS S » o # W v W
2 - 2 ¥ H Kk 2 % & ° 5
3. The Man Tells the Origin of the Nickname “Ebira no Ume” =S )| A & < Ay =8 <
F F R % b D i 5
Responding to the monk’s request, the man starts to tell the reason why the U H § ;)‘\ - g ?;g %4
plum was named Ebira no Ume. He explains that this name originates from %?I’: b\ % %Ci ‘é: S/? o 0) °
the story that Kajiwara no Genda Kagesue put a twig of this plum tree in his c fifi o 2 ° D tE fa]
quiver in a battle between the Genji and Heike clans. LIz W H R e R n
zZ S D - v 5 #
KL F X D z g ;))
Man In this area, the woods of Ikuta, the Genji and Heike clans fought li fi é 7];" %Ck ﬂé:i N 2
fiercely. I heard that the Heike struck the Genji head on with over S ﬁ%{ ) N % 7 i
— S
one hundred thousand soldiers. At that time, Kajiwara no Genda D o i ) D D
Kagesue, a son of Kajiwara no Heizo Kagetoki who fought on the n I ¥+ =% JE ES T 1t
side of the Genji, found a multi-colored plum blossom, broke a Z % Nl I g L T
i e ) Z A JEY K ¥ X g
wig and put it in his quiver. He made this flower the indication of AL g o 5 2
himself and won distinction in the battle. He therefore accorded % E[‘I ém % ";é v 2) D) °
z o
the plum tree every courtesy and respected it as a divine tree, KL %z 4 ; 2 °
which impressed the Great Bodhisattva Hachiman. Since then, % T Ci\ iz i[5 L
W H D Iz <
O A R i G
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this plum tree is called Ebira no Ume, and it is associated with the
ancient icon of the great warrior. - fore -
& % Hu 4 a5 filt z 53 4 A< %
T VI 4 Z D D Z= Z W Z DK
Monk Truly, this is a historic sign of that great warrior as well as an VA 2O <> D Vi F= \Z L ° ¢t =
exquisite tree. Its attraction and the afterglow have lasted for many STk & ¢ /N +': D Iz ° 5z
years. TC 49 ES D e & F
(R t % W 4 2
) ° S P
Man Every year spring rains continuously fall. When we return to % -z VC\ 3? ]‘<’ éé 40) i?é
ancient times, the warrior who achieved distinction, 4 7; n 3) iy E -
5 1% < X ih z
Monk Kagesue was youthful, n 2 % b 5 & /¢
oz & > 2 5 >
Man just like the flower of this young tree. 00; * lEJ) 71?6 i)i 4, S
, 0 &5 i N %
Monk The name of Ebira no Ume... H'E!!Ji 1H: § 7 L n
5 12 D H b P
Man ...until this day and age... L 2 B E \ %
vz %L D X
Reciters ..remains. It is thanks to the glorious Kagesue. It is because of the :1:' % z 3R < :I%
glorious Kagesue. Since he fought at the risk of his life at the Ikuta 72 3 3/1, 4, 05
River, he earned his place in history. It is wonderful that a warrior N/ X iz o
becomes renowned in history by his manliness and glory. It is L #E ) B
wonderful that a warrior becomes renowned in history. Pl < 4 t B Q
I L z B 1t
A 2w ¢ GH 2
SN - Iz 7>
nocoE D b >
- o 7 7z &
DD W ) o
i3 B 2 R 3
* £ & 2
ng I( 4 5 e
Hi Z )
L & & g
vwobH T W& El
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4. The Man Further Describes the Battle

The man further describes the battle scenes in the Ichino-tani war between

the Genji and Heike in detail. As the sunlight of late afternoon shine on the

plum blossoms, the monk asks the man to lodge them for the night. The man

says that this tree is his home and reveals to the wondering monk that he is

the ghost of Kagesue. Due to bonds tied in previous lives, he appears in front

of the monk to request a memorial service be held for himself. Requesting this

and telling the monks to sleep under the tree, the man disappears.

Reciters

Man

Reciters

Man

Reciters

In the last year, the Heike won two battles in Muroyama in Harima
province and Mizushima in Bicchu province. They gathered more
than one hundred thousand soldiers from fourteen provinces in
Sany6do and Mankaid6 regions and locked themselves in a castle
in the Valley of Ichino-tani in Settsu province.

Their soldiers filled the area, from the woods of the Ikuta on the
east to the Ichino-tani Valley on the west, which extended about
twelve kilometers.

In bays, thousands of their battleships floated. On the land, many
of Heike’s red flags stood. When the red flags flew out in the spring
winds, they looked like a furious fire burning the clouds.

This castle in Ichino-tani Valley...

...is surrounded by the sea in front and by mountains at the back.
Suma Bay is located on its left side and Akashi Bay is on its right.
Boats from various provinces go by in these bays and plovers sing

songs.

The time was early February. When young cherry trees in Suma
still cannot open their buds in thinly piled beautiful snow... it is the
time when the plum fully blossoms in Tkuta. Now there is a spring!
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It is auspicious! The Heike warriors celebrated their departure for
war, excited and in high spirits to make their names by becoming N 1w A ! B = s 2
the first one attacking the enemy lines. Meanwhile, the Genji, to 1% D X O x < X o A 3 i Py ? . 3
which Kagesue belonged, divided their sixty thousand soldiers in fia] I \ > i \ > ?{)\ T ¥ oo D = BE\;
two groups. Minamoto no Noriyori commanded one group; and % E&él ¢ E KL 1 Bﬁ\ » F D 7t
Minamoto no Yoshitsune commanded the other. These two forces (&) D %%D i %E éﬁ@ ﬁéﬂ G/)\ i i‘i EE FH
poured down upon where the Heike were camped by surrounding Ig X&‘ n 7?)'[’: = HJE ] T{‘ = $ Y ﬁ % Iz
(TN - FL
Suma Bay from the front and sides, and in the bays and moun- _é'i 13 F »n E&) %2 < 3R D < 6 Ci\
tains. Z ) ¥+ & A& » K G LU TR
k b A H D5 DD o L m T
Man Taking up a strong V-shape position and a solid crescent-shape b S X I 5 X H = L D
osition A < ° Hy% lﬂ\ X ')) ﬁﬁ - s % %) H%
P RS - i Ao ME T A KRR %
, o . £ D % - K b g 7% Z Do
Reciters ...between pine trees in the mountain in the back flow the white fA 9 I 7] D H > Iz X Oz
flags of the Genji. They look like cranes spreading their wings = ") 7 \z I > ES) N & T
over lingering snow or like trails of clusters of clouds. In the - 2 e 7 2 ﬁi - L Iz BK Mg
bay, the red flags of the Heike trail, looking just like torches on 2 f:; £ 2 < 23 i = = L @' D
fishine b . . . . ﬁ_ﬂ: P H = Z };“E Iz 1z AN T I ﬁ
ishing boats at night reflect in the water and shimmering. The D ol s 5 R D) TR
battleships approaching the shore in Suma call to mind the Ame- # < Iz A 3 < N é—% L A 7
no-tori-fune, the ship of a god in an ancient myth. T L 75 EX E% Wi f]) w(\ E ° ZI?S‘
[/j: ;k % Hj JN %O Eﬂi il: % l])é
Evening soon comes and the plum blossoms stand out in the :oc 7;) % S i})._ . 7z % il 0)) (O
) N N
sunset. The moon is rising. Could you provide us lodging for the N ° %\ é 2 0‘% SE E % -
. A u| -
night? i t A8 % 2 W n
D 2 ‘ B 5 Tz
Man You cannot know my house. If you can believe that I am the owner H: 1\: — BE A é Bk K
of this flower, please stay and wait under the tree tonight. ?;* (3 ® % K D g: i F
Iz D N 3 X > D D
4= - N &
Reciters  You tell us to believe that you are the master of these plum blos- %o :[j’cz T}g f% 2 9] '@C’ % ﬁ\
soms? Could you tell me who you are? B 5 X |F ;)C il ];ﬁé
Man There is nothing to hide now. I do not belong to this world. I come t, < + 9 b D L
from the world in shade. < < 5 & A mWoeR S
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Reciters  Coming forth from the grave to ask you to console me...

Man ...the man before you is the ghost of Kagesue.

Reciters  You and I have been predestined to meet here because of a bond
created in our previous lives. This is the bond that destines us to
meet under the flowers of a tree, so please sleep under the plum
tree tonight, where a bush warbler nests. My home is the same as
the nest of the bush warblers in this world. My home is this flower.

Saying so, the man disappears. Saying so, the man disappears.

[Interlude]

5. A Villager Talks about the Ebira no Ume

A villager living near Ikuta River comes to see the blossoms of the Ebira no
Ume. He meets the traveling monk there, answers the monk’s question, and
explains the details of the battle between the Genji and Heike at Ikuta.

6. Monks Sleep under the Blossoming Tree

Night falls. The traveling monk and his following monks lie down and sleep
under the plum tree.
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Monks  Turn our coat over in the darkness at night,

Following Monks
Turn our coats over in the night,

Monks  As night matures, listening to the clear sound of Ikuta River, we lie
down all night and sleep under the flowering tree. We lie down and

sleep under the tree.

7. The Ghost of Kagesue Appears in the Monk’s Dream

Kagesue dressed in armour appears in the traveling monk’s dream and starts
to show himself in the Realm of Asura.

Kagesue It is said that after death, the haku part of a human soul goes back
to Heaven while the kon part stays on earth.* However, because
of my grown attachment, my soul cannot leave this world. In the
famous battle at Ikuta, blood ran like a river.

Reciters  The rush of its red waves even washed our shields away.

Kagesue The suffering that I felt when the silver blade of a sword smashed
my bones,

Reciters it might be created from the shadow of the sun and the moon I
took in my hands. In the long-continuing darkness of night, I was
dazzled and disturbed by the sufferings in the Realm of Asura.
Look at suffering myself.

*Human soul (spirit) is represented by two components, kon and haku. In
China, it was said that the haku part of our soul roves in the Yin world (earth)
while the kon part goes to the Yang world (Heaven). The Chinese tradition is

opposite to what is described in this piece.
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Traveling Monk
Such a mystery. I can see a person just like a young warrior, who
placed a twig of plum blossoms in his quiver and looks very

spectacular. May I ask you who you are?

Kagesue There is nothing to hide now. I am Kajiwara no Genda Kagesue,
the eldest son and heir of Kajiwara no Heizo Kagetoki. Invited
by our predestined ties, I see you face to face in your dream like
this while you are sleeping under the plum tree. Because you are
a highly regarded monk, my haku soul joined the kon part of
my soul and came out to this world in order to get the merit of
Buddha’s Law through you. Please console my soul... When he tries

to say so...
[kakeri (anguish dance) ]
The movements accompanied by music which describes Kagesue’s torment in
battles in the Realm of Asura.
8. After Showing Battle Scenes, Kagesue Disappears
Furthermore, the ghost of Kagesue shows the scene in the battle during which
he put the plum twig in his quiver and fought. Eventually dawn breaks. While

requesting the monk to say prayers for him, the ghost of Kagesue returns to
the underworld.
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Kagesue Anger occupies my heart again. I become a foe of Asura and am :))
being attacked. Look at that, holy monk. p - = S — >
L ®o& L ®™ w® ow = .
I3 ES U 5 K b b I 7 2
Monk When I'look at it, how horrible! A rain of swords falls over you. 6 L % L ?{) I],% %? %E ?r_% &=
( vwE o v WwoohFH L b2

Kagesue It echoes between the clouds, and the ground moves. L Z %: EL n L\ S @

& ) 3 i—jﬂg Ly

ins shi 72 Iz X H

Monk Mountains shiver. o = 23 N

)

Kagesue The ocean roars.

2N A S TR
LoV EE
SO SEM 5 B

=,
LCTERy
ng

Monk Bolts of lightning slash wildly.

/&gf /ﬁE‘ O@ﬁr%% /@R%K%r%

Kagesue Awful stormy winds...

~—
<
v

Reciters ..make flags flap like rouge flames. It makes flags flap like scarlet
flames, returns to this world, disturbs the flow of the Ikuta River
and reverses its current. Mountains, villages, oceans, and rivers...
all are swallowed in the Realm of Asura. The scene is extremely
wretched.

NSEFOTRA YHFNEHTE T COCET ST N H

Kagesue Resting my heart in peace...

[Slefel

ATFOH TN WSS R A WIT e
EASHBCIAATEE  ACTERFTIIOH
SHET AR LT U HERERSS NI MA g B
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Reciters

Kagesue

Reciters

Kagesue

Reciters

Kagesue

Reciters

Resting my heart in peace for a while, I notice that I am at the
Ikuta River. It is the time of the best plum blossoms. When I break
a branch of the plum and put it in my quiver, these flowers from
the young tree perfectly match with this elegant young warrior.
Trying to be like this early flowering plum tree, I, Genda, tried to
gain distinction as the first warrior who slashed into the enemy
line. It is wonderful that plum blossoms fall over me. Soldiers
among the Heike say, what a great warrior he is, do not fail to
recognize him. Eight of them come to surround and attack me.

My helmet is knocked off,

and my hair is disheveled.

Back to back with three of my followers,

we then fight against the foes heading toward us

and slash them from the top to the bottom with our fullest power.
For those who attack us from the side, I slash them using my
techniques of kuruma-giri, kumode, kakunawa, jimonyji, or
kakuyoku-higyo. While I unsparingly use my secret arts one after
another, a new day dawns. This is it. Traveler, I must leave now.
Like a flower relying on its roots and a bird returning to its nest,

in your dream, like a bird returning to its nest, I go back to the

underworld now. Please console my soul by all means.

Story
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Ebira (Quiver)

Synopsis

On his way to Kyoto, a monk living in a western
province comes to the Ikuta River in Settsu Province and
notices a fully blooming plum tree. A man passes by as he
is enjoying the blossoms, so the monk inquires about the
name of the plum tree. The man responds that it is called
“Ebira no Ume” (Plum of the Quiver). The monk further
inquires about the origin of the name. The man explains
that at the time of the war between the Genji and Heike
clans, near the Ikuta River, Kajiwara no Genda Kagesue
put a twig of the plum into his quiver and fought very
bravely. It is the origin of the name of this plum tree. The
man then starts to minutely describe the battle scenes.
Evening comes. When the monk asks for lodging for the
night, the man reveals that he is the ghost of Kagesue
and disappears after advising the monk to stay overnight
under the plum tree.

In the middle of the night, while the monk is resting,
a young warrior who has a twig of plum blossoms in his
quiver appears. The monk inquires who he is, and the
warrior responds that he is the ghost of Kagesue and
shows himself being compelled to fight in the Realm of
Asura. He also shows the battle scene in the Valley of
Ichino-tani where he put the plum twig in his quiver and
tried to earn honor as the first warrior to cross the enemy
lines. While he describes himself fighting against the foe,
using his mysterious grand battle techniques, morning
comes. In the monk’s dream, the ghost of Kagesue
requests the monk to console his soul, bids the monk
farewell and then disappears.
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Highlight

This is one of the pieces called kachi-shura-mono,
which includes “Yashima” and “Tamura.” The time is
the end of the Heian era, the time when the Genji and
Heike clans fought for supremacy. The leading role,
Kajiwara no Genda Kagesue, was a warrior fighting on
the Genji side and was the eldest son and heir of Kajiwara
no Heizo Kagetoki. His father was given an important
position by Minamoto no Yoritomo, the founder of a
military government. Although he was still young, he
fearlessly fought in many battles with his father and won
distinction. One of those was the battle at Ichino-tani
(Ichinotani Valley.) This piece was inspired by the episode
in which Kagesue fought near the Ikuta River in the battle
of Ichino-tani with a multi-color flowering branch of plum
in his quiver.

The combination of the young warrior with a fully
blooming plum branch impresses us with its distinctively
brilliant beauty, especially in the bloody and gruesome
battlefield. Ancient warriors were not uncouth men
who devoted themselves to fighting. Some of them were
excellent poets and musicians. They understood what
elegance is and were highly sensitive to beauty. Of course,
there must have been some rough swashbucklers; however,
the military commanders attained high education
and possessed their own aesthetic theory. This piece
expresses such aesthetics of the warriors in a touching and
distinctive manner.

It also describes a fierce, daunting battle scene in
a historical war. You will enjoy vigorous dynamism
throughout this piece.
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Schools All five
Category The second group Noh, shura-mono
Author Zeami (according to one tradition)
Subject The Tale of the Heike (the Nagato-bon version), Genpei Josui-ki (The Story
of the Rise and Fall of Genji and Heike Clans)
Season Spring (around February in the lunar calendar)
Scene Ikuta in Settsu Province
Characters Mae-shite Man
Nochi-shite  Kajiwara no Genda Kagesue
Waki Traveling monk
Waki-tsure Following monks (two or three)
Ai Villager (a person who lives near the Ikuta River)
Mask Nochi-shite  Heida
Costumes Mae-shite kake-su6 (tops of sud), mizugoromo (a type of knee-length

Nochi-shite

Waki

Waki-tsure
Ai

Number of scenes
Length

kimono), kitsuke / dan-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with
very wide stripes, worn as the innermost layer of the
costumes of male characters of lesser standing), hakama
in 0kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.
nashi-uchieboshi (eboshi-style headdress for warriors),
kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly longer
than the shoulder), a white headband, awase-happi

(lined happi-style kimono), kitsuke / iroiri-atsuita (a type of
short-sleeved kimono partially including red color in the
pattern, mainly worn by male characters), hangire (a type
of hakama worn by strong characters such as demons,
gods and warriors), koshi-obi, a fan, and a sword. A twig of
plum tree is at his waist.

sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono
with no pattern, worn as the innermost layer of the
costumes of male characters of lesser standing), koshi-obi,
a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Similar to waki

tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata

Two

About 1 hour and 15 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
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