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1. Imperial Officer Arrives at Sumiyoshi Beach

An imperial officer dispatched by the current emperor goes to Sumiyoshi
Beach with his servants in order to acquire treasures from overseas countries.
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Imperial Officer and Servants
How wonderful! Every corner of the land of His Majesty is
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governed in peace.
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Servants How wonderful! Every corner of the land of His Majesty is
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governed in peace.
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Imperial Officer and Servants = Eﬁé
No one stops us at the traffic gates. How smooth our travel is. E‘i <
H A
Imperial Office 7 <
The one who stands before you is a royal subject of the emperor = °
%)

today. Because His Imperial Majesty is a superb ruler, winds
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travelling over this land avoid whistling tree branches and people
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do not bother to lock their doors. This is truly a wonderful reign.
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By the way, His Majesty ordered His people to newly establish

a port market on the beach at Sumiyoshi, in order to purchase
precious items from Korea and China. Responding to His order, I
am travelling to Sumiyoshi Beach in Settsu Province.
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*Today, the Kanze school performs Iwafune as a celebratory Noh in han-noh style, which ﬁ A <
performs the second half part of the whole story; after the waki appears on the stage and D —\i jEil: T/A\ Q % lj:l: FDE‘ Iﬁ‘l ’fﬁj {EJ E:{
introduces himself (above parts), the second half (6) begins immediately. k T S, Ek I @D o + )[% $ %ﬁ T
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Imperial Officer and Servants iz o 2t At = % '?' 03 ZT: Vin A 553 D\
In His Majesty’s reign, all of our wishes come true. ;_E 7—% 5’) j/} Elﬁj il ;:g Z :Z:): {g)” ;‘bz ;‘bi bl
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Servants In His Majesty’s reign, all of our wishes come true. < 1z X % m 2 z Z 2 Vi Vi D
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Imperial Officer and Servants * e b 2 - b D> A = “
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Just like the precedents, the land of Japan flourishes under His A LY F v }E_El‘: \z 2 H 5‘) 0“3 Eﬂé
3 )
Majesty’s sovereignty. Waves in the ocean surrounding the é 2 ?L n 2 N vl i A 7 il ]é
land wash our shore peacefully. Trading routes extend far off to 5.) L # & % D ;«j i%\ X (" /J:
Korea and China. The terminal of the route, where treasures and # ¢ o %\ 8 J‘:' e, é:\ k\ B&
precious gifts for the emperor arrive, is here at Tsumori Beach [ < S - NOE L
(Sumiyoshi Beach) in Settsu Province. We arrived at the beach. Z E: — % Vi o ié
We have arrived at Tsumori Beach. ? ? tﬁ - 1%)3 _};f SF 2« > #e
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2. A Child Wearing Chinese Attire Appears ig g (= L Or[; % == oS ﬁ?
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At the seaside market on Sumiyoshi Beach, a child in Chinese attire appears £ ')\ AN 3 ;i 2* - é‘ Sl
in front of the imperial officer. The child —it is not clear whether it is a boy or Hg L ; 4 1z o J:O - D
a girl— holds a jewel. R % % i ey - %
R oy
Child A breeze is travelling peacefully over the pine trees. I have just 2 A G = o EES I
come to the port market on Tsumori Beach. 7 D b e ;
° L D
N o . o R o % o o
though this place is located far from Kyoto, as its name sug- 2 v > 2 % =
gests, this is a nice place to live. A long time ago, when one of the 7 g v é 7":0 A D Ve
emperors visited this place, His Majesty talked to a deity frankly S o= g E b= -
and swore a profound oath. It was the oath ensuring that His land Z 9 W\ 7 2 — %
would be protected for posterity to flourish. Just as the pine trees L Bz s ° fi: ™=
with deep green needles flourishingly live thousands of genera-
tions, this is the prosperous land where the emperor lodged for a
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night during His journey. Today, every corner of this land is filled S _)% ?
with blessings and prosperity. It is truly wonderful. ¥ 12 X TN % K % Az 7 X T\
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Well, well, well. Shall I go out and stroll in the port market? The s ° Iz i S = 53 9. n 7 X H
tide is high. The moon shines tastefully. The wind blows nicely. e % b w7 gj 2 z % ES 3'7')\ N
) H§ o & fi ;a% # 2 e - 4
We are blessed with the luck to be born in this reign. What is the VS L 05: TE 03 gk %— {‘% ? %E)l] {E i\
. . - (& -
best metaphor for expressing our luck and the way we are enjoy- W /[1 N Vo < i % H & » R H W
ing our prosperity? I am going to the port market where precious il il ®) H D Hh ¢ 5 ° Iz T s
items are gathered for sale, not only from Japan but also from X X 7z 2 A E? : H &4 H Z
Korea and China. 7% 2 L )\ < % ¢};-—F ZIK ¥ J): b
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3. A Child Hands a Jewel to Imperial Officer 7 * VD N % T ) 4
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The child in Chinese attire speaking Japanese intrigues the imperial officer. & %) N = # AN < JZ‘
When he talks to the child, the child offers a gift for the emperor and hands a L 3 7‘); =53 % <\ 2\7\\ A ﬁl%
b
jewel to the imperial officer. < o A iy —_— N £
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Imperial Officer T 71':\ I 2 e n )
How interesting. There is a child who speaks Japanese although it > > ¥ F,:,E % @ E)O
wears Chinese attire. The child is also holding a silver plate with a ES 5') N Z)O + 5 |
jewel on top L % F 2 L <\ %
' 2 e = B 5 % -
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May I ask who you are? BE N = S E L 2 I
- A wo b4
Child Yes, certainly. I came to laud this wonderful reign. This jewel is 2 % nL N 5 Iljzj\ %ﬁ
- 3 )
very precious to me, but I brought it here today as a gift for the X R < % % E < -
emperor as His Majesty’s reign is full of blessings. Please consider fik A 73 7 % % Vo Z
> % Z) = N 6 7’4‘
T -~ o %) r[j A Z
b < D o il ¥
5 7. = e HoIc ’
R © 2 T &

BESGR— 4 )L A thegg.com -3- http://Wwww.the-noh.com



Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat) Story

this as a jewel of Dragon Lady. Now, please accept my gift for His
Majesty.

Imperial Officer
How wonderful. How grateful we shall be. It is proof of the peace-
ful reign that a wise person comes out of a mountain dwelling with
a basket full of gifts to an emperor. It is said that a holy man will-
ingly serves an emperor when the land is wonderfully governed.
Well, well. Please tell me who you are. You offer such a fantastic

gift. Please reveal everything to me.

Child It is annoying for you to ask me the question. Although this is from
Kappo in China, it is simply called a jewel. Now, this is the jewel
in Tsumori Beach. So, please recognize that this jewel obeys His
Majesty’s heart and realizes His wishes.

Imperial Officer
I just heard that the jewel obeys His Majesty’s heart and realizes
His wishes. Do you mean that you are going to offer the famous
Cintamani (Philosopher’s Stone), the wish-fulfilling jewel to His

Majesty?
Child Treasures are brought from all over Korea.
Imperial Officer

Boats from China cross the ocean in the west.

Child (In the Japan Sea located in the west of this land), between waves
of the blue field...
Imperial Officer

appearing is...
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Child the deity of Sumiyoshi. On the land protected by Deity Sumiyoshi, Hoo 7 &
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Child and Imperial Officer T+ P > 13 £ <) i 2 o 74 H
the emperor governs the country fairly and righteously. A{; n w < b F a%) ?) & h T e E
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Reciters The emperor once visited this beach and met Deity Sumiyoshi. il c"_ — 5 & f%) %EL I 7] J): < =N )
This seems to reflect that ancient event. How auspicious. How 2 2 ‘J): Q ﬁl] e & L 70 - > =
wonderful the greatness of His Majesty! K é B} V)\\ Flj {J‘ D < < I IE %
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4. Child Reveals Its Identity and Leaves % U(ED Sk 70 B s L D
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The child enjoys the bustle of the port market and its surrounding scenery. {‘E ? g E‘ g g % j/l: @

It then notifies the imperial officer that the Sacred Stone Boat (the holy boat it W oo HH ¥ N

from Heaven) will arrive with treasures. Before leaving, the child reveals itself 5F ) < % ?/3 L O &

to be an incarnation of Amano-sagume, the rower of the holy boat. D VoD AN % s T D

& ) I i

Reciters  Wishing that the reign will continue for thousands of generations, I {3 03 é 2 Z <\ &
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people sell chrysanthemums at stalls in the market. People sell 1% '0:') ? ) ° < H &
. . B =

chrysanthemums at stalls in the markejt. Many other items are also $H A > 13 x g
sold there. People gather at the market’s gates at the north, south, JFE J, < » ,02 % 2 \z
east and west sides, and in the hustle and bustle, they buy various I 1% N ﬁ = R
precious items. j/’: - R & lEl: 2
£ [ 30) 73 %

Child It is said that one spring night is beyond price. The breeze rustling j:‘ % gj) ;E‘ 0%)
pine trees on Tsumori Beach is priceless. How can we express this 9 7 Fﬁf 7%
extraordinary experience in terms of jewels and precious metals? b VILNR®) A 53

AN 5 T T %

Reciters Thousands and millions of beautiful fabric scrolls are offered to the v 2 *ﬂ; 7\% aé OE)

deity at the Tsumori Shrine. Enshrined there is our deity. LAl =
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Reciters  The season is autumn. Illuminated in the rising moon in the

evening, you can see Awaji Bay.

Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat) Story i % i B e % s % i %
Child A lot of stalls and houses were built along the way.
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Reciters  Triangle-edged chigi beams are on the roof of the shrine. Hedge D &+ wg n IfE! X = 5 - >
continues to surround the large precincts of the shrine. = D T st / e 5 Z i
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Child Brocade covering a portable shrine looks gorgeous and wonderful. 732 D ~ s D w
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Child I can see the shore of Ejima off to one side.
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Reciters From between the pine trees, I can see an abandoned boat floating

in waves.
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Child Is it coming to the shore?

Reciters  Or departing toward the ocean?

Child In Sumiyoshi (Tsumori),

SIS RS Ao
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Reciters ..waves wash the shore loudly. When winds pass by, they whisper
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to pine trees touchingly. Even the view of the Yangtze River,
which is famous for a heart-moving song for Biwa lutes, must be

less impressive than the view on this beach. How wonderful the
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scenery of this beach is!
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Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat) Story

Child Let me tell you. The Sacred Stone Boat is coming to this shore.

Imperial Officer
Hmm, it is interesting that you know the Sacred Stone Boat from
Heaven is approaching here. Would you mind explaining me who

you really are?

Child A traveler, such as yourself, would never know. Heaven delightedly
recognized the emperor’s wonderful reign and decided to offer the
treasures from the Castle of Joyful Sight (the residence of Indra
located in Amida’s Pure Land of Utmost Bliss) to His Majesty.
They launched the Sacred Stone Boat in the waves of clouds, and
the boat is about to arrive upon this beach filled with precious

items from Korea and China.

Reciters  There is nothing to hide now. The rower of the Stone Boat is me,
Amano-sagume. Deities come to this land of Akitsushima (Japan)
with the Sacred Stone Boat which flies freely through the sky.
Saying so, the child disappears with a blustery wind up into the sky
above the lush pine trees on Sumiyoshi Beach. The child disap-
pears with a stormy wind.

[Interlude]

5. Resident of Sumiyoshi Beach Appears and Gives Explanations

A resident of Sumiyoshi Beach appears on the stage and explains about
the port market. The person further tells stories relating to the Deity of
Sumiyoshi as well as the Sacred Stone Boat.
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Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat) Story

6. Dragon Deity Appears and Lauds the Reign

A dragon deity appears from the ocean. It identifies itself as the guardian
of the Sacred Stone Boat and shows its dignity. After that, the Stone Boat
is rowed to the shore of Sumiyoshi Beach. The treasure in the boat is safely
delivered to celebrate the reign of the emperor.

*Today, the Kanze school performs Iwafune as a celebratory Noh in san-noh style, which
performs the second half part of the whole story; after the waki appears on the stage and
introduces himself, the second half begins immediately. This machi-utai (the vocal sung by

the waki who waits for the entrance of nochi-shite), which is a part of “Ukon,” is added.

Imperial Officer and Servants
Truly, even in the present day,

Servants Truly, even in the present day,

Imperial Officer and Servants
as proof of that oath made in the ancient era when the deities were
still alive, we receive abundant blessings of the deities and His
Majesty. How grateful we are. How wonderful it is.

Reciters ~ Since the era of the deities, the ancient moment when Amano-
sagume moored the Sacred Stone Boat, the land has flourished for
a long, long time.

Dragon Deity
I am the one who lives under the sea, respects the deities, and
protects the emperors. I am the dragon deity of Japan.

Reciters  Following auspicious examples in the time of deities,

Dragon Deity
I appear in this great reign, and...
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Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat) Story e s EEA %
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Reciters I am ordered by the deities to protect the Sacred Stone Boat & =
carrying tr.easures. This is an extre.mely important order. This is an no® % T OTE e x A s % i3 5
extremely important order. Oh, this Sacred Stone Boat. L oo i sk Iz D ¥ % 7§ ¥ %
TR v 0 kOB £ # é\ 2 M
RSN SE N S s kA LA
[maibataraki] Z 5 ij g i b ?\ 5 s Iz 7%
- ° N 4
This is a relatively fast, short set of movements, by which the Dragon Deity 7 - = % ; fif I £ 5
shows his dignity. The music of a Japanese flute, large and small hand drums, ‘d’? % JOE;‘ ;é _? E_% S o Z) =1 Y )\ 772‘
7N 7]
and a drum accompanies the movements. - 2 R T Z: 1)) Z 5F
T T ) o D i
(S | R = 1 o a7
Reciters Keep time to the beat of waves which carries the treasure (boat) to T %‘ 'ﬁ‘ JA }E + it }HD )
the shore. Eiya, eiya, eisara, eisa (heave-ho, heave-ho)! }2 fitt 03:\ ‘J:\ g g Vg O)o C;):
+ D °
I W AT 5
Dragon Deity N @ D X O Z it} }%
Pull the Stone Boat! = % W& T 'f\ s %
D £ b E L R % 1
Reciters  Also, Amano-sagume... il Iz % J:O & A X -
% WX Efo) 7
Dragon Deity z & s Z 2 5}
rides on a wave and taps upon... F r o) é{\ és 3 X D
T - T M ® i #)
Reciters  the hand drum which hangs at the waist. Ripples travel around the TP N A J:\ R 5% iy
bay at Suminoe and come back here. Winds blowing over the pines & W ANRE . Z; % B
oy at Sumin inds blow A N \ E:
in Sumiyoshi, come to gather here. Eisa, eisara, eisa (heave-ho, o V- ﬁ% 5 X =t >
heave-ho)! Pulling a Chinese oar, pulling a Chinese oar, also Eight z 5 ¥ T 5 n Z
Great Dragon Kings are flying on the ocean to the beach with tides L ?{ z’)) Z % Z 60 Iz
coming in. The Dragon Kings wrap ropes of the Sacred Stone Boat '< ~ i v V> H
around their hands, and with pulling tides, riding on the waves, W Ex D fg v )\
they safely pull the sacred treasure boat to the shore of Tsumori %\ Iz % F% QE_ ° z
(Sumiyoshi), the auspicious land of long-lasting prosperity. They 7- g A ﬁ <
) . . . < S T M o D
carry in a number of precious offerings as they wish. A shower of 7 < L O % #h
gold, silver and jewels fill the place and pile up like a mountain. L v T e iy
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Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat) Story

On this beach of Tsumori, the deity protects His Majesty, and His
reign flourishes for thousands of years.
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Iwafune (Sacred Stone Boat)

Synopsis

Long ago, the emperor ordered his people to newly
establish a port market on the beach of Sumiyoshi in
Settsu Province (present-day, including Osaka Prefecture),
in order to purchase precious items from Korea and
China. Responding to His Majesty’s order, an imperial
officer is dispatched to Sumiyoshi where he meets a
child in Chinese attire who speaks Japanese. The child
tells the officer that it came to Japan to laud the reign
of His Majesty and offers a jewel on a silver plate as a
gift to the emperor. The child then describes the bustle
of the seaside market in Sumiyoshi. After enjoying the
surrounding scenery, the child informs the officer that the
Sacred Stone Boat (the holy boat from Heaven), filled with
gifts for the emperor, at that very moment is bound for
Sumiyoshi Beach. When the astounded officer asks, the
child reveals that it is an incarnation of Amano-sagume, a
rower of the Sacred Stone Boat. The child then disappears
in a stormy wind.

Soon a dragon deity appears from the deep sea.
It announces that it respects deities and has become
the guardian of the emperor. It also reveals that it is
responsible for protecting the Sacred Stone Boat, and
it depicts how the boat arrives at Sumiyoshi Beach.
Cooperating with Amano-sagume, as well as getting the
support from Eight Great Dragon Kings, the dragon deity
pulls the boat toward the shore, keeping time with the
pounding of the waves and using the power of ripples and
winds. The boat successfully comes ashore on Sumiyoshi
Beach. A huge amount of gold, silver and jewels are
unloaded. Thanks to the protection given by the deities,
the reign of His Majesty flourishes forever.

BEFIN—F LY b theg@-com

Highlight

This is an auspicious Noh piece filled with a
celebratory atmosphere, which gives the audience a
refreshed feeling. It does not leave one feeling serious or
heavy but rather it is airy, short, and straightforward.

The setting of the treasures gathered from Korea
and China makes this piece unique. It intimates how
Japan traded internationally and communicated with
foreign counties in the ancient times. You might become
interested in the mae-shite, the child who speaks Japanese
but wears Chinese attire. In Noh dramas, most of the roles
of children are likely to be an incarnation of a ghost, spirit,
or something belonging to another world. Similarly, the
child in this piece is the incarnation of Amano-sagume,
who descends from Heaven. This also indicates that the
people at that time recognized that international trade
had some connection with the supernatural powers
of Heaven. Their worldview, which is different from
our physical and direct modern view, might invite the
audience to enjoy the difference as well as give it some
special consideration.

The exoticism of the international port at ancient
Sumiyoshi Beach, the Sacred Stone boat approaching
the shore, and the treasures from Heaven filling the boat
all make this piece even more amusing, especially if you
activate your imagination regarding these exotic things.

In the Kanze school, this is performed as a sheer
celebratory piece played in han-noh style, which cuts most
of the scenes in maeba.

-11 -

Schools

Kongoh school

Category
mono

Author Unknown

Subject Unknown

Season Autumn

Scenes

Characters Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Waki-tsure
Ai

Masks Mae-shite
Nochi-shite

Costumes Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Waki

Waki-tsure

Ai

Number of scenes
Length

The Kanze school, the Hosho school, the Komparu school, and the

Wakinoh-mono (shigen-mono in the Kanze school), k6jin-mono, kirinoh-

Sumiyoshi in Settsu Province

Child

Dragon Deity

Imperial Officer

Imperial Officer’s Servants (Two)
Villager

Doji
Kurohige

a long black wig, mizugoromo (a type of knee-length
kimono), kitsuke / nuihaku (a short-sleeved kimono with
embroidery and with gold or silver flakes placed on the
fabric), koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and a jewel

long red wig, rytidai (crown exclusively for dragon

deity), happi-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita (a type of
short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male characters),
hangire (a type of hakama worn by strong characters such
as demons, gods and warriors), koshi-obi, a fan, and a
barge pole

daijin-eboshi (kazaori-eboshi) (eboshi-style headdress),
kariginu-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in ékuchi-
style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan

daijin-eboshi (kazaori-eboshi), kariginu-style kimono,
kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi,
and a fan. Or, daijin-eboshi (kazaori-eboshi), tops and bot
toms of su6 (a long-sleeved unlined hemp kimono with
matching top and bottom worn by male characters),
kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pat
tern, worn as the innermost layer of the costumes of male
characters of lesser standing), koshi-obi, and a fan

tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata

Two

About 50 minutes
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