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Mountain Priest

The one who stands before you is a mountain priest from Mount

3 i 7 7 7o [ W 5
1. The Mountain Priests Come to Mount Kazuraki X b~ R ES
a4 » TR RN A oy =
A party of mountain priests from Mount Haguro in Dewa Province (present- W 97 g'; & j; B g ('% ﬁ:
day Yamagata Prefecture) determined to visit Mount Kazuraki to offer H: 7;? ggi < P &
prayers to the deity of Kazuraki and enter into the mountains at midwinter. ik ey K H 5)
They are however forced to halt due to the snow and to seek temporary Z V) D FEJ’ [ =
refuge beneath a tree. NS T H - D 35k
1 & it T
Party of Mountain Priests g: 5{\( 7 S % N
Visiting the ancient abode of the goddess, visiting the ancient S L ? B o— A
abode of the goddess, we shall go to Mount Kazuraki. g ;F A o CJ
% ( »
JiTq S
£ T
%O

Haguro in Dewa Province. I now intend to enter the great moun-

tains of Omine and Kazuraki.

B EES S

Party of Mountain Priests
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ES
During our journey we find dew on the sleeves of our holy gar- j; ﬁ_,CEi
ments each morning, because... z X
D Y,
Accompanying Mountain Priests 7z &
On our journey finding dew on our sleeves each morning, 0N &
because... % j%i L\
v j%‘ E
Party of Mountain Priests -~ bk 8
we sleep in the wilderness with a rock as a pillow underneath a ° iz D
pine tree. Continuing such a travelling life, we tramp through A =
one mountain after another, tramp through the mountains, and > é ?ﬁ
before long we have arrived at Mount Kazuraki. We have arrived < ) -~
at Mount Kazuraki. 2 & A
) A 2
it PR 2

Mountain Priest

Since we hurried, we have soon arrived at Mount Kazuraki.
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Kazuraki Story * ® DI =
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e P53 W

Woman Living in Mt. Kazuraki

Oh, no. It starts to snow again. We shall rest underneath this tree L *®
while it is snowing. e h N N ES < =
oL ) B D L 5
2. Mountain Priests Lodge at a Woman’s House S O bk & ? ’V
g L © o k& 1L
o oA I L ) iz i
A woman passes by when the party of mountain priests is resting. She E & i i X il L e
introduces herself as a resident of Mount Kazuraki and expresses sympathy 3" 3;1: N ¥p 9 R }/ 3 oy
for them having to walk in deep snow, which is difficult even for local people. ° 7= b 7 »» ¢ g oy
She invites them to stay at her small house for one night. The mountain 1l Z :C & Ic
priests accept her offer and arrive at her house after travelling along a steep IE] Jg %‘“ g E
path with her. ,2 W s ;:
T i 1T
\J AR
13 1
X ES
\a—
Vi

AMTEOR | FERYE

GAFHE OFB T ERR | ASFODM TN O TN AN FIETES

AR GRS Sl AR T RS S
R | AEOR ek

m At
BN (e A B RTRSFS ovot v Ay AE g

A AUFES v LT AR
I S TR AESImER NTTTEESRITHEANMNNFNT AFSHE
NS

<
FEFIACTH S FATOGF TS TRIRERN  ATURUS TS dvoed]

ES
A
. iz 7-
Excuse me, but may I ask where you, the group of mountain 77,',; %
priests, plan to go? 2o HY 2-
Awo2 b
Mountain Priest ESEa ‘g °
Are you talking to me? May I ask who you are? B b J
i3 0 P %
Woman Iam a woman living on Mount Kazuraki. Even I, a local woman & 7%: é/f E % f‘;
who is familiar with this path, may lose my way home after picking L N X l({ > E
up firewood, as the route is covered by this snow storm. It would ;g 7 Voo % g
be even harder for travellers like yourselves who have no knowl- h 6N ES L TG °
edge of this mountain to find the right way. I pity your situation. ¥ 7z ’@-; X %z
Although it’s a humble place, why don’t you come and stay at my L U: 70 @
house for one night? o R N
g 5o 5 U
B D = %)
Mountain Priest 1L D i
L -
What a wonderful offer. This is not our first time, as we have come % Iz % e ==
into these mountains many times and made ourselves familiar v % ;C‘ :/'C S
N = l/ bl

with the path. Even so, this snow storm stuns us. We truly appreci-
ate your kind offer.
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1
So, which direction shall we proceed? &
T4 wH TH o oH 0 0® oz (o &
Woman It’s a small house in the bottom of a valley located behind this % % 3 EF 7 1% % R n ) <
sharp cliff. Although I have a simple lifestyle, please make yourself R - N7)) 7 i bAS < Mz °
at home until this constant snow stops and the skies clear. T b I & A H H < 8 B~ ES)
3 T I K < 5 by 1
Mountain Priest ’C\ ié & &i\ s T EDJ ﬁ% {f/‘ ?:CL g o&i\
We will follow you then. Saying so, we come out from the shadow - -ON ’5'3% = L D L < RIS 4
which never receives the glow of a sunset light in the mountain. D N h T WVoz A 7 = B = 5
& < P o N | b nw» T
Woman  The path along the cliff is steep and harsh enough even without IZ W 5 kA 5 ES Fﬁj D El
Snow. H o5 /V I Et Y L H3 1 2>
ok S oz % D X oz °
oo E O B 9 Z 9
Mountain Priest N Z ) = - L % |z
The local woman who leads us on the path... e o5 D o= 7 = ¥ b
D ff Vol ¢ " > "C\ 5
Woman and Mountain Priest ;Eé 0:) ;HB igz 7> 47 15 ;ﬁ;
Her rain hat appears to bear the entire weight of the snow piling 35 ¥ % N S:) ~ % 0
up on Mount Go-san in China. Her shoes look lovely stepping on R F -7 5 ) )
the snow like white flowers in Chu. e #r D Iz 1] E i
- S & D kT
Group Reciters 3 75‘) B (\ lOE[) ‘? ‘3;
On the sedge rain hat above her shoulder, on the rain hat above —le D )7?: . s 7 b
her shoulder, piled up is the white snow. It looks like the full » J): 1 E ? 7 0
moon. The bundle of snow-covered twigs she bears looks like a A ¥ S A W
bouquet of flowers without fragrance. Looking at the figure of a S ) a3 Z ° ES
woman going home in the mountain, her hat and bearing twigs z % » D & %)
are all buried in the snow. Yes, we follow the path of the valley in ’ A D H 3‘) S
the snow, keep going and reach her home. We arrive at her hut 7§ ) ‘JE YV boi 2:
made of humble wood. We arrive at her humble house. ) Jit 7\ ]OF)E (X ~
5o X A i
Ao 5 5 )
2 NENE ZAN ML
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Mountain Priest

2 JiE
1
3. She Makes a Fire and Treats the Mountain Priests gg ? f;
- = - N/ > > . > I\
When they arrive at her house, she makes a fire with firewood and makes the {;L ',E)' {/.L 1;? ;{; 3{; 7{: é)é % % ‘I:C &‘ é
party warm. Generating their conversation from the fact that the firewood is 13 ¥ = toF N ¥ |z o N 3
called “shimoto,” the mountain priest and woman enjoy conversing about old ; T ﬁ ) ﬁ L 3% b & u:l 2 =
poems and yamato-mai (a type of sacred dance). ﬂ]; b M z 0 | ik % B L N il *
A R Low Vo 5 M L v & % m
D < ° > % g ° % vz x%k %
. %y o8 7oA 5 ko Huo g
Mountain Priest L 3 < C o7 L e 77 Y
Oh, how wonderful! We lost our way under the heavy snow, but 73 I I Tk ¢ g x = ? x
now you provide us with lodging for the night. I cannot express D é P (R ' 3] Y b 5
how much I appreciate your kindness. 1 V> L DA < f‘ll W ) )
Loy v Bh 0D 2 i
o ~ 0% K ¥ <
Woman It will be extremely cold at night. I will unbundle these shimoto Q L D i) VoD
twigs to make a fire. Please warm yourself by the fire. % TNRY)) Z Z é
* gk ¥ fz
Mountain Priest B £ i}ﬁ S 5 ?é) 2)
Oh, how interesting. Is this firewood called shimoto? ?‘f Eg) g—l) 2: 2 ;’éﬁﬁ j(:
M T‘ %:_‘r o 5 *[l ;
Woman O, please don’t be foolish. It seems that you are not familiar with 2 X o o pLI
poems if you do not know the bundle of twigs which are gathered ° VA i X ?
at snowy Mount Kazuraki are called shimoto. "C‘\ W %
Iz
B
5

I see now, how interesting. So, the wood of shimoto must mean

e SNSRI AEEE T
ek e T

AGBFTROEZLS (¢, Re Yy
P U S ANY A TERTES (¢ L0

WR (B THE | ANFES O NEOIRET O FSSE LA

% >
something special for Mount Kazuraki. %) 7 o §
S
Woman Needless to say, it is from a line of an old poem. The vine which is R
used to bind shimoto firewood has a connection with this Mount cl:-
Kazuraki because of its name. It is said that this is an old poem of 7
yamato-mai. C
X &
z)o D |73
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Mountain Priest

Yes, truly, it reminds me of the old poem of yamato-mai and the

S o mMYE o E G MRz
days when the poem was made. 2 3 7N 5o Y B O % s > 2 3
o T kL& W zEE®DY < 5 %
Woman In this falling... % it A w9 F O T N M @ 7S e 7.
7L 2 g oA R E 2K % b
Woman and Mountain Priest ? % ;CK S < % 3 (3= 0> %
SHow o w T D 7R ) b ‘;O -
, R % ) AR T X o &L r
DTG D RN W Hoge (M Iz
Reciters A poem says, “On Mount Kazuraki where I bundle the firewood of & F £~ £ 3 r Sin mw o D & cz N
shimoto, the snow keeps falling. I keep falling in love with you, like e L D ° DoE é DLl l}; Bg- [l
the snow that never stops.” Reciting the poem, dancing a yamato- b (E6) Z > Hi 53 H, H 7 ey v
mai, snow falls on the dancing sleeves. I cannot think that it is = O%) ﬁgié I%l T % ;EQ ;/() - ?I};L G_Zil %E
only an ancient event. In the evening, smoke rises and trails from ;_ = ¢ ’XE‘: % N %‘: ) I%F ﬁ: [ = g
a humble hut located on the peak of Mount Takama enveloped in < z)‘é N ° < N 75 %3 7 D
white clouds. Although I recognize that I have no connection with ) - ?lé,: N = A @ < L
the smoke rising a great distance away, I now make a fire with pine Z D - 4 73 - == % X Hf% g
twigs, accompanying the smoke. I now make a fire with pine twigs, @: Ei ?k‘ 4] K 3: AR £ 2 ? 114 ‘3‘)‘
sympathizing with the smoke. Xk_ %% g &= EFET o 7%) b = i
Al - I
L % o % B 2 IF L
I heard that the lightning bolt flashing between the trees on Mount T N IE7) K ¥ ] w ok 10)
Kazuraki looks like the fire that a mountain priest makes with flint. v = . - 1] & g %) Z
Truly the world is as fragile as a flash of lightning, a drop of morn- %O 7& ) i S 2 D ’L"; 7;7) :Oﬂ):
ing dew, or the spark made by a flint. Believe that the brilliancy i 7}; Hg Z)( % Iléq)a ¥ o £y 2
of this world finishes in a blink of an eye. Putting my lament on N N v e g L EE|
4 g my Z H w &k 4 § /o
firewood, I shall burn my growing feeling with it. 7o PRI = > V E 9
e T 2k o v 7 o= Z
Woman  The color of the clerical garment, who renounced the world, is e n 7 9 A ' > i;:kn }:\
deep. Z A o — gt Hor e
% D D W i S &
N 5 D % N )
Reciters  You devote ourselves to the Way of Buddha and cleanse your souls. ~ % HORE 2 T n %
/BN k7
Your charcoal-color sleeves appear dyed in the pure white snow. 5€ Yu = D ff %/)\ 1
The mountain priests’ suzukake (bobbles for the costume of moun- }ﬁk D Z D f& o S VC\

tain priests) are frozen and crinkled. Gathering shimoto firewood,

BESR— LY A < thag‘%cnm -5- http:// www.the-noh.com
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making a fire, and warming ourselves. Just as the word yamabushi 51)3 7%) ?%j‘ ‘;;
means (the Japanese characters for yamabushi, mountain priest, 3 o 7 z < * B b Lo % =1 B %
literally mean “one who lies in the mountains”), here on Mount T Wy £ iz b » H . iR 34 i Bh
Kazuraki, please lie down on your own sleeves and rest yourselves. W 3 T Z A L = ‘{LI% CC\ X (1)) 7z
Please rest. 5 7 & b mo& 7 L A Y ** S ,O
“Emox o BEo:rw 3k T <
Z v 3\ A % *ﬁ‘ & /%I\ M:?\ ci\ '3‘ H & g
4. The Woman Reveals that Who She is and Disappears OE), - g 73:: % é lg I{fg e Uz)-l E ;: ik
o Lo i T O § % L R g 1
When the mountain priests start their midnight devotional exercise, B o it O ° T Az A v C
the woman requests that they pray for her to ease her sufferings. To the b o D ;7: O i1 L D X L ° g‘é
mountain priest who wonders why, she explains an ancient incident which ? % Pt g EC “: E3 ? L8 N D
created her sufferings and she then disappears after revealing that she is the 7 g 2 2 7 Z _}L{: Iz g 5? £
incarnation of the deity of Kazuraki. = })‘ 5 L X X VA 45 2- %
[ J- o) I Voo ° ) pli:]
Mountain Priest ES =3 Ji \ ES ° =\ 7z T D\
How delightful! I dried my suzukake. I should hasten to start the Vt]-; Iz S é;— th—; *.A 5 jEil: L %EH
Late Night Prayer (the devotional exercise which is conducted i Lg l:) N g; 1,,2 - g Zg E?
around four o’clock in the morning). < @ ) 1 T~ 3 M iy
y r % 6@ 2 g 3
Woman  Oh, how wonderful that you will offer a prayer! My spirit suffers. % N Z A L] ? 7 Iz
Could you make a special prayer for me when you make this pery A & /\\\ & B % L/
regular devotional exercise? 5 {A < A ;g!n: - X &
N < % J H . ® 5 <
Mountain Priest ~ 7 3 F i N o ﬁg
Well before offering a prayer, I must say that I am surprised that — 73)2 3 Hij = > %
you are suffering. Could you tell me what exactly your suffering is? %& N f)i\ % K, < =
» L ) b Dz ik
Woman  Even in normal situations, a woman is a sinful being because W 5_. f:’ % EE’; L 1)
according to Buddhism she possesses the Five Sins. Even worse, L ct i)j‘] ::) 1. U (\\
I was forced to accept the curse as punishment for neglecting {? Ve D %’q 5 ﬁ% 7;_
Buddha’s Law. I was therefore bound by the Kazura vine named af- 7 % \®) ~ < {[: 0
ter this mountain and endure the torture of the Three Torments* % & V % b5 o N

in Buddhism. Please help me.
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* Three Torments (The Three Kinds of Heat): In Buddhism, it means the sufferings created R Ei %

by three kinds of heat, which originally considered that a dragon receives. In medieval ﬁ%’ ,%\ W % - H/L‘ % UL
times, it was considered that a deity accepts Three Torments as a scapegoat for all living 753‘ ) /-%‘ j/l, % 59*
creatures. B =) Ve By < %

B4 % \J A W&

Mountain Priest ’ ;; N 5 f% 5:\

It sounds strange. Why are you suffering from Three Torments

&
ACKrFEIY | /v

although you are not a god? ;tE—; 7%)
N 172
Woman Iam ashamed to admit that I was bound by a rope of Acala in the V) 1%
past because I failed to build a stone bridge for the sake of the Law 2 X
of Buddha. My suffering therefore continues even today. <

AR il s AN T e XUl \Gatat

z

Mountain Priest
How mysterious! You must be the ancient goddess, the deity of
Kazuraki herself, who is endlessly suffering.

WONEFHC S CSEME AN ST

Woman A holy rock embodies a deity...

<
v

Mountain Priest

the rock covered only by vines...

LS R A 0 (b AT TREE S B A A B~

BERFOMES & AFIOWR IO (T FetE

FNBEO P CHEY [ ATOERMTARSHEEN A
ST IO NS P IS

Woman no one can remove all the leaves of the binding vines even though

e
1%
I

one tries so many times.

oﬁllm}
ta¥
%

CHSIRS ) ity

Mountain Priest

BWZIOFCH , OFOEMOTFT Ak A ((oF

(the leaves of the vine) creep all over the rock... 2

z

Woman dew drops remain on them... %
n

o

Woman and Mountain Priest

I am plagued by frost. I feel my body so heavy that I can hardly

Y CHOHFHNT M NS ET AT o (O P CIHS Sl 11N T M o Fil o ¥

A TT T SOV M T AERS
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A villager living near Mount Kazuraki passes by and introduces the following

N
e

N

story associated with Mount Kazuraki to the party of mountain priests. “Long,

—
e

long ago, En no Gyo6ja (Great Mountain Priest En) suggested that the deity of
Kazuraki build a bridge between Mount Kazuraki and Mount Omine for the
sake of mountain priests who undergo ascetic training. The deity of Kazuraki

ypoRkog 3 g s
17
o ket stand R LU W of % L B 5
movew.en wake up, stand up, or move. I stay inside the cave 5 % ¥ ¢+ I 753 i 7 ,
house with a heavy rock door. I fH o IE ban D L % s
L X Lok D A < B Vo
Reciters  The deity of Kazuraki, who feels pain at showing her face at dawn, B n , E<El L A7 /\ n <7 %
receives the suffering of the Five Marks of Decrepitude. Please say j&(b ?E e M < %: ‘%’; B 72 H
a mystic prayer for me. As soon as she completes her words, the + Z %‘ ,%) = 7"; lp)— i é %f Olj?l
goddess hides herself. The goddess disappears. 5 % B w iéj)%‘ D g ¥ B 1z
BB Do e D m ¢ 5w
[Interlude] Z Bz o b n Lo %
5 b7 z I % % °
L on %é = =2,
5. A Villager Narrates the History of Mount Kazuraki S g % Iz 7;)) g
1E L 5 E v
D e A
A I
% {f
e H
& Iz
ik 1
D

RIEEF OO O O S o 77 = S0

; 73

) %

bk n>

% 5
& &
x n o
Iz =) %)
! b i
< i [NAES
falf L ES
agreed to the request and started the construction; however, she worked > L h K [ H
only in the night time as she was ashamed to let her body be seen during the Mo B % n w
daytime. At the end, dawn broke before she finished her job. The bridge was 7 N T & E D
e
left incomplete. The angry En no Gyodja bound the deity of Kazuraki with 27 ”—‘I £ 2 D ¥ =)
vines” When the mountain priests explain that they were asked to pray for 1 ﬁ? S < FH? > L
. . . /N TQ n et s
a woman whom they met a short while earlier, the villager recommends that D E 7 %
they pray for her because she must be the incarnation of deity of Kazuraki. L | LS % A 54
Then he leaves. A 4 (LS 7 T? ¥
5 ¢ P m S T
2 /% N * EP < Jl Igfm\ Vo
5 ok T Y ® o3
R L °
m oA 9 S  m
R A N /A >
RN >
#om e N E % S
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6. Deity Kazuraki Appears and Show a Dance . ! Vo Yo % %
< A Z T 72 H WD D
While the group of mountain priests exercise their Late Night Prayer, the % ?E; IS {}g T’é E‘* ) < L H ) P
s /O 7]

deity of Kazuraki appears in her female body bound by vines. The deity of %é 2% A H N T iz < T hi
Kazuraki compares Mount Takama (Mount Kongo) near Mount Kazuraki to Tz O N = Z): T % 4 A /75; =
the Heaven of Takamagahara and dances respectfully. After dancing, in the % ?é)\ D J)Z b = D lg E 17 %=
white light of the moon and the shining white snow, she attempts to avoid ’% B él)_/fi 7? ”;I % g\i "g"‘j R ]
revealing her displeasing figure and hides herself before dawn breaks. L - ‘{ (c; : ° i L
O C\_ #@ ji 0) >
v N 1% + < =
Party of Mountain Priests < B < i -
Straighten our charcoal-color sleeves, on a mossy stone bridge, A E A < B
straighten our charcoal-color sleeves, on a mossy stone bridge, ;Zg A 2 CA
13) S 3

D

PH

JB CHES S S NS OV O /B Tk e O b JRIIN S O S
AT AET AR (EBD) EEBTRAE

=)
&
j—
(S8
=
T
T D
5 <
5l % ‘g
(] > L2 ¢
D Z Al =
H < — i & )
we prepare a place to preach the Buddha’s Law. We preach all the \02 x l;;: Al 'L,f\ gk 6\_\
- . = T fE S R L
sophisticated arts of the eternal Law of Buddha. All the night, to H 7 o H o 1A { S =
console the spirit of the deity of Kazuraki, our clear voices chant- H‘ 5 £ o 7 L & bk
ing a night prayer resonates. We devoutly pray to Buddha. i :cf j: B OE % T ?‘ gﬁl)a
o i T (e c
14 N
[Deha] 7 E\;)fé <oz B RN 5 A
b -
The rhythmical music performed when a spirit or a god enters the stage. It is % 5 ?%‘} ); ?% Z)o 2; )ﬁ? % % %
performed by a Japanese flute, large and small hand drums, and a drum. 0 Ic < N 5 = KR 5 7 Iz
N N N %":“ N 5
éﬁ Jih T Yu Lo
Deity Kazuraki z}‘ ) A % L K <y Ay 5
I appear in Mount Kazuraki all night, reducing the light illuminat- = ) 7
pp ki all night, reducing the light ill = et ‘;C Ao i DD NG (3
ing myself, awaking from the painful sleep of the Five Marks of bl:; L 2 % _ﬁ; 53 % %g _%_‘ g Z‘
Decrepitude. I am in the state of highest enlightenment like the ¥ H g D % " A D I ¥ c]>: ﬁi
clearly shining moon. To this holy mountain of the treasure of \®) D Voo iR Z( oL Vo 02 D
Thusness, I came as I was attracted by the elegance of Buddha’s ) 2’ ESN7) N Ei: D N L i: %
Law. Please earnestly perform your devotional exercise. 22 ¥ 1y 2 I L < ‘4
TE Ty F D ik < S8
bY 5 N
Mountain Priest 2 H % % 3 % idE') i pii j;
How mysterious. In the shadow of the steep mountain, a deity, o Hi N ~ A Iz :? F z )
who seems to have a female body, appears. She wears beautiful n D %O s Vil % IR
ornamental hairpins, decorating her hair with elegant vines, and % A Wz Iz 70 D

more vines creep across her garments.

BESR— LY A < thag‘%cnm -9.- http:// www.the-noh.com



; 7N — it = it B B
(T R #08  ® B
B > > >
Deity Look at this. I am caught and bound by the rope of Acala... x5 P i 1 1
| —
=
) i L 57 SRS QSO i L A -
Mountain Priest = 7 &ﬂé I '11':‘)‘ % }% % 7?; 2 gj Z: {;L
The heart of a deity who is still suffering from the Three K 6 N jeet N . ¥ 4 > %
L £ T T I i e S
Torments... ok Ao D foE o 9 T = e
<L S SCTE N T BN S
Deity never changes. In the falling snow, < 'g& g[/: % AR L= *0;3 & g % 2 7/:/
> % % fe T fy
oy ‘ Bo%w £ & L %
Mountain Priest 2 - op &3' B2 3 i F kY '
the place has the name of the vine (Kazura) which is used to tie ° % ﬂ]; < AN H;l} o 5 N % N
shimoto firewood... ) i’tﬁi A= I R 3 (F3 574 A
XS ~ K o % 3 W
Reciters I stay at the place, the stone bridge on Mount Kazuraki. Even in P S| Al D L 2 = % H_'E
the night, the deity’s face clearly illuminated by the light of the D ;ﬁ)‘ % ?%[J l‘: )% g i‘f )
moon and shining snow appears so displeasing. It is shameful to 22’ D g2 — E L N i %
show her numinous figure. But for the moment, so be it. The Land % ﬁal_g B 1% 7 /_?TIEIE—' e 1z
of Takama (the alias of Mount Takama) where deities visit crossing ° 5 9 X Iz N >
the stone bridge built from the mountains in Yoshino is the same w ° ?J*é ° >
as the Heaven of Takamagahara (Land of Takama) in the era of the N 3:) D ES i f()
gods. Remembering ancient times, I shall begin playing the sacred D 4 = %\ N
i 9 5] &
dance music for worshipping gods and goddesses. I shall dance o ° K v D) -
yamato-mai. i D v 18 D
o o2 g
i ' - E 2 e B
Deity Covered by the falling snow... X c 2 W
Reciters  shimoto firewood looks like the flower made of white cotton or the i N ;E; n
o]
white cloth on a worship stick. i &_ iz @ *’C‘
. . X 7L~o D §
[jo-no-mai] % [J_l [
This dance is performed with very slow music to show the elegance and % ;‘: 7 Eﬁ
divinity of the goddess. A Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a g {: 759” %
drum play the music for this dance. k: 3 T;. Vo
C Z 1o B
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Kazuraki Story

Reciters

The dance performed in front of the Stone Door in the Heaven
of Takamagahara... When I imitate the dance performed in
front of the Stone Door in the Heaven of Takamagahara (in
ancient times), I can see the mountain of Ama-no-kagu-yama
over there. The moon shines white and the snow sparkles
white. Although everything is beautifully white in the scene,
the famous deity of Kazuraki is ashamed to reveal her face and
body. It is shameful and sordid. Ah, day will soon break. Before
the dawn breaks... saying so, the deity of Kazuraki..., before the
dawn breaks... saying so, the deity of Kazuraki enters her night
room protected by a stone door. In her night room protected
by a stone door, the deity enters.
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Kazuraki

Synopsis

One winter night, a party of mountain priests,
*yamabushi, originally from Mount Haguro in Dewa
Province (present-day Yamagata Prefecture) comes to Mount
Kazuraki in Yamato Province (present-day Nara Prefecture).
The party encounters difficulties during a snow storm on
the mountain and takes shelter under a tree. A woman living
nearby passes by. As she feels sorry for those who do not
know what to do, she offers them accommodations for the
night in her small house and leads them to the house.

In her house, she makes a fire with the firewood called
“shimoto” to welcome the mountain priests. Citing an old
poem, she describes a story related to Mount Kazuraki and
“shimoto” firewood. While they talk, the night advances and
the mountain priests decide to start a devotional exercise
to be carried out late at night. The woman then asks them
to pray to remove her sufferings. The mountain priests who
realize that her sufferings are not those of a human being
call for an explanation. She reveals that she is the deity
of Kazuraki and is in anguish because she was bound by
vines by the mystic power of En no Gyoja (Great Mountain
Priest En). She explains that it happened because she was
once requested by En no Gyoja to build a stone bridge for
mountain priests in training but that she was not able to
complete it.

When the party of mountain priests offers prayers
to console the spirit of the deity of Kazuraki, the deity in
her female body appears bound with vines. The deity of
Kazuraki requests them to single-mindedly pray for her and
dances yamato-mai. She enters the room covered by a stone
door before the sunrise as she is ashamed of allowing her
ugly face to be seen in the light of day.

*Yamabushi: A man who devotes himself to the ascetic
training of Shugendo. Shugendo is a religious belief derived
from Buddhism and Shintoism whose aim is to acquire
supernatural powers through strenuous ascetic training in
particular mountains in order to relieve all living creatures
of their sufferings.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

This piece describes the mystical world of Mount
Kazuraki enclosed in deep snow in winter. When the
mountain priests enter the mountain, all the world is
covered in silver. Other than a few props to give audience
the impression of snow, there is almost nothing on the
stage for stage effects. Quiet movements of performers
and the calm and smooth vocalism mainly chanted in
yowagin (a melodic singing style) re-create the transience
of the snowy world before the audience.

The story itself is based on an old legend of Mount
Kazuraki, which invokes a mystic feeling and poetical
imagination.

In the moonlight, a deity in her female body dances
in white shining snow. You will enjoy a mythical scene
existing beyond this world.
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Schools All five

Category The third group Noh

Author Unknown

Subject Based on the legends associated with Mount Kazuraki written in “Nihon
Ryoiki” and “Genpei Josui-ki (Tale of the Rise and Fall of the Genji and
Heike Clans)”

Season Winter (November in the lunar calendar)

Scenes Mount Kazuraki in Yamato Province (present-day Nara Prefecture)

Characters

Mae-shite A Woman

Nochi-shite  Deity Kazuraki

Waki Mountain priest in Mount Haguro

Waki-tsure Two accompanying mountain priests

Ai Villager

Masks Mae-shite Fukai, Z6, Shakumi, etc.

Nochi-shite  Masukami, Nakizé, Ko-omote, etc.

Costumes Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), mizugoromo (a
type of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / surihaku
(short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of the
costume of a female character), koshimaki / nuihaku,
koshi-obi (belt), and a fan. Holding a cane and carrying a
bundle of dried twigs covered with snow (white cotton
which looks like snow) on his back. Also, wearing a sedge
rain hat.

Nochi-shite  tengan (crown for celestial bodies and female court ladies)
decorated with vine, kuro-tare (a black wig with hair
extending slightly longer than the shoulder), choken
or maiginu (wide-sleeved kimono for female gods),
kitsuke / surihaku, hakama in dkuchi-style (colored),
koshi-obi, and a fan.

Waki tokin (a headdress worn by a mountain priest or a tengu
[long-nosed goblin]), mizugoromo, kitsuke / 6gdshi-atsuita
(a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male
characters, with large checkered pattern) or kogéshi-
atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by
male characters, with small checkered pattern), hakama
in okuchi-style (white), koshiobi, suzukake (bobbles for the
costume of mountain priests), a small sword, fan, and
Buddhist prayer beads.

Waki-tsure tokin, mizugoromo, kitsuke / atsuita or kitsuke / muji-
noshime (short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as
the innermost layer of the costumes of male characters
of lesser standing), hakama in dkuchi-style (white),
koshiobi, suzukake, a small sword, fan, and Buddhist prayer
beads.

Ai kyogen-naga-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono
with long hakama style trousers)

Number of scenes Two
Length About 1 hour and 40 minutes
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