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1. Prince Semimaru Goes to Mount Osaka ° 4 A i[& 5
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Semimaru was born as a prince but is blind at birth. The Emperor orders an é D ;\ 1'5} ‘}E— 0> ; E ?;\ D {0:'): 2;' %
imperial officer to have Prince Semimaru renounce the world and to abandon 73} ‘%: % }% Z 3?5 <“ D 2 %): T m% i
him on Mount Osaka. The imperial officer, Kiyotsura, laments but forces Sz Ko OSF Vol 7 0 E\ AL ~
himself to follow the imperial order. HH 3 ) =54 I A 1
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Kiyotsura and Palanquin Bearers n A b\ — = 72 3 H
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In this flowing world, in this unclear world, we believe that hard- H Fi n 77 D Z 5 X %
—
ship might give us good fortune in the future. We then feel that 27 D - o it ;) > 25
our future is promised. % [5§] x I | < * D,
by 25 Wi T I L5 fEHo Yo
Kiyotsura The noble man before you is Prince Semimaru, the fourth child of :C) Ji: R g %:ﬁ % ?E % Ejg e
Emperor Engi. A ) SUI =
perorEng! ES koy ok ﬁf{i W D I
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Kiyotsura and Palanquin Bearers n 7 21;3 E 9 Q Z: > 9 j%;[‘
No beings in this floating world can avoid their own karma. As 7 D E 4R = 7z ﬁ °© HZ'I
this gentleman sincerely observed the Buddhist precepts in his s & Z EJD) ;F Cko D 5
) > » )
previous life, he was born as prince in this life. However, what has e n o ':F\' X
. : ) it IZ g IO 5 72
gone wrong? Both eyes were blind at birth and he cannot sense 1% NI X > 7 A
the light of the sun and the moon. Just as dim light in a moonless L ] ;,5_ RN L 5 A
night, just as unstoppable rain in a dawn, there is no chance for D D ) b Z %
him to dry his tears in the world of darkness. i 1@ H ° e B Z iﬁ
3) 5?‘ % r o i N u_l
» . . 7 T oy oo om 9 ¥ >
yotsura He has spent his life this way both day and night. However, one s o 2 it o v 7
day, no one knows the thought of His Imperial Majesty, but... Z D g% Nz z <
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Semimaru Story

Kiyotsura and Palanquin Bearers
Emperor Engi has ordered us to take Prince Semimaru to Mount
Osaka, shave his head to have him renounce the world and
abandon him there. An imperial order can never be cancelled.
Although I feel extreme pity for Prince Semimaru, I can do noth-

ing because this is an imperial order.
We leave Kyoto secretly, with heavy steps.

Clouds are trailing in the eastern sky at dawn above Kyoto.
Although we miss Kyoto, when we hit the roads away from Kyoto
where clouds trail in its eastern dawning sky, we are uncertain
when we can return again. We are forlorn. Just as a blind turtle has
difficulty reaching a floating log, it is rare to receive a boon in this
world. However, a blind one travels on a dark path for long time
just as a log floating forever. My heart wanders away. We arrive at
Mount Osaka where the clouds of illusion arise. We have arrived
at Mount Osaka.

Semimaru Is Kiyotsura about?
Kiyotsura At your command, my master.
Semimaru Did His Imperial Majesty order you to leave me on this mountain?

Kiyotsura Yes, master. It is an imperial order. I followed you up until here,

but where could I abandon you?
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Needless to say, the Emperor is a brilliant lord, recognized as the .
. % : L)
be.st ruler smce.Emperor Yao an‘d Emperor Shu.n . He has justly roF z z = L ¢ B b B A » B oz
reigned over this country and given mercy to his people. Why, oo n n g < W T T B n r N n
then, has His Imperial Majesty made this decision? Considering 7- e I T i ')) D Ci\ ;; 2 9 A IZ
who he is, this sort of decision is absolutely unexpected. D < H fr] Z it W 7 . 18 > % T L
= . X N
[ PR & 3 Z oo i E & <
. redasi oo & v e By p it Bos b
mperors Yao and Shun: Emperors in ancient China, who are often cited as ideal rulers N § 5 Vo ;) ¥ Vo % 3) D N 1) Vo3 N
because they ruled with great wisdom. %“ %ﬁ% 7S %) »3‘ T 2‘ 1z Ej 'fﬁj % %) 7- 2«)\\
> % ¥ o o 3 H N S
Semimaru O, Kiyotsura. Do not be foolish and speak that way. I was born 7z z L 72 S % H Z > A 5 z B
! Ul : - il 7
blind because I did not devote myself enough to the Buddhist D b < e f‘; %5 5 s ?’ % l;f g:lz ﬁi
Law in my previous life. Therefore, my father the Emperor is %)\ > % ? b{ 7%) g > f - ;; 3
abandoning me on a mountain in order to give me a chance to - 3'5% < B z n oL Z 7% Z Iz N
purge my past sins in this life and help my next life. Although it o T8 7 A oYy T g i HE
seems that He has made a merciless decision, it is actually based X I U 1) Y &) = fe Y Zox
on His Majesty’s deep consideration for me. This is indeed his ;) e - - °Z < 9 Z % DL
true parental love for his child. Do not lament this imperial order. % E ch E ;L @ 7 b AN ;’L; Ci\ *k
Do you understand? ol & e - z T 75_) 70’3 2 % VD %
| | o > 2 : w5 2 2 3SR
Kiyotsura Following the order of His Imperial Majesty, I should shave your < % " = P NI N {L\\ 1) J:o - 7
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Kiyotsura This is called “shukke” or renouncing the world and it is a pre- ° 5 JE 3 By L 1= 7 >
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Semimaru Xi Shi in China said, “I cut my fragrant dressed hair and now sleep 2 77 & D T
on a hard wooden pillow”” I believe she must have experienced j; ;3 L—g n 5’ % ;52\
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Kiyotsura You might be attacked by burglars if you continue to wear this
royal attire. I shall take your garment and provide you with a straw o B - z ¥ ¥ - ¥ - L
X - [ - [
raincoat. 1; X z n z 7»:\ n 7 n D D
& <} [ xS & 8 3] xS z B
Semimaru Ah, this is what the poem says, “Tamino-no-shima in the rain..” £3) n i + CC\ Z Pl & - j’S %
T z i) gk 2) W % K % T
N > 5 -
Kiyotsura Also, I will give you a sedge rain hat so that you will not become ? I;;E % g)i ;L ?it % ° 013 S:‘ k ci\
wet in the rain or with the dew. P b S y
U [ T - S
5 o o i - < E n @ FA
Semimaru O, this must be the rain hat which was described in another poem N =1 A (\ @ L EF' F =3 ° oz
as “a soldier said a rain hat..” = . < & "@: k2 2 i
2 A y
e , . Tt Z 5 : Y : ok
iyotsura Furthermore, this cane will support and lead you when you walk. D D Iz Je} C Iz : n
Please hold it in your hand. ) L T f)\ L > = 3
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Semimaru Is this truly the cane that Monk Henshé described in the poem D H E3 L i )
where he said that he could go on one thousand years with this K %i n /Sk % ES
cane? % e ‘/'C\ 57 i Z 3
3 AN %z WK D
| R g8 3 & &z o
Kiyotsura That was the cane of prosperity, which helped him to go on the Z £y L I n N
pass of the life continuing one thousand years. ZAS D '3 L 7 i
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Semimaru Now we are in Mount Osaka. B b ks D z
& T D 7 AN v
. : 5% I % ° ° -
Kiyotsura A bamboo pole in a straw hut located close to an abandoned @ ]27)% 0) 7
barrier... Bl Z - =
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Semimaru I even rely on the bamboo pole. ij: 75\\ L
i/ < <
A & :
o b b Par'sry
- 5 ﬁ
/8 2
0> =
3)

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theggcom -4 - http://www.the-noh.com



Semimaru Story

Kiyotsura My father the Emperor...
Semimaru abandoned me.

Reciters Meeting in such a harsh, transient world, on Mount Osaka,
whoever knows me or not knowing me, just look at myself. This
is how a prince, a son of Emperor Engi, meets his fate. How sad!
Passersby, horses, travellers going and leaving Kyoto, all make their
sleeves wet in tears like a rain shower. It is very difficult to ignore
him. Alas, we miss him. It is very difficult to ignore him. Alas, we
miss him.

But nothing goes forever. We cannot keep ourselves here for good.
Trying to hold back from shedding endless tears, Kiyotsura now

must depart. He leaves, and the prince is left alone. Holding a lute
to his chest and the cane in his hand, he stumbles, falls down, and

cries. He stumbles and cries.

2. Hakuga no Sanmi Makes a Straw Hut for Semimaru

A man called Hakuga no Sanmi, who lives nearby, appears to see how Prince
Semimaru is doing. As he understands Semimaru’s noble origin and feeling
pity for the prince, he creates a straw hut to keep off the rain and dew, and
invites the prince into the hut. He promises Prince Semimaru before leaving
that he will visit the prince often to offer assistance.
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Semimaru Story

3. Princess Sakagami Heads Mount Osaka

The third child of Emperor Engi, Princess Sakagami (an older sister of Prince
Semimaru) has gone mad. She leaves Kyoto as her disturbed mind leads her

and she climbs up Mount Osaka.

Sakagami I am Princess Sakagami, the third child of Emperor Engi. Although
I was born to be a princess, o, what karma from my previous lives
could have brought me to this? My mind has often been crazed
and I have become a mad woman who wanders through rural
areas. My thick black hair grows to the sky. I cannot smooth it
down. Oh, what are those children laughing at? What? They think
my hair looks funny because it grows upward! Indeed! For it to do
so is indeed strange.

Rather than my hair, it is stranger that it is you children from
lower origins who are laughing at me. It is indeed upside down.

How interesting, how amusing it is. This sort of unreasonable
event is frequently seen in the human world. Although a seed of a
flower is once buried under the ground, it grows up to the top of
one thousand trees and blooms. The moon in the sky reflects itself
in water and sinks underneath the water. How can you tell which
is the right order and which is the reverse order? Although I am a
princess, I am brought down and have become a commoner. My
hair grows up to the sky and receives the starlight and frost com-
ing down. These all indicate right and reverse. How very strange
indeed.

[<i>kakeri</i> (anguished dance)]

A short dance with changing tempo, which expresses the condition of mad-
ness. The music of a Japanese flute, large and small hand drums accompanies
the movement.
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Sakagami Although winds comb down the willow leaves as fine as my hair... %
| - | F PrRLBEWE 5 F » F 5 %
Reciters  (my hair is) never loosened even by the wind. 1 ) %ﬁ % /&) ﬁ %l)g S 2 7’(’;\ yg % 3:)
< el D S ’ K 3
G) > >
Sakagami I cannot divide them with my hands. i i < v oz EE% 31752’: h ) Ek/ 7
0) L ° 3) /: TL }—‘EE; E/E: 5 il:{_i:l;\ ﬁ }ﬁ\‘ c:—
Reciters A sleeve hung around my arm and hand which flings hairs away... W v ?; "7 ofr b ;E"mé 2 < ) z i
K Ak » < W Ic B %) % 5 \
A c S kT oo® ¢ F o b
Sakagami roughly swings just as in the Bato dance*. How horrible. %‘2 *Jg: % g/g ;J *(; 2;; 3:) %){ % 754; %
H LR A - 4
“Bato dance: One of the pieces of court dance and music. It is similar to the dances which X)_ % 6 TE v)\ ci T ? ci
originally came from Tang China T ﬁ‘:é‘ /‘Q—' 3@ —g» %) 24% ’ ;C,g N @
' o RE s 1 £
. . , . , & 5 % " H % E3 » D
Reciters  Leaving Kyoto, the city of glory, leaving Kyoto, the city of glory, b L & W o7 L Lo
with pain in my heart, [ am walking and crying. O, I reached the g)g E w i 2 B lf:
Kamo River. Without knowing where I go, I cross the stream of D CH o 3 Z
Shirakawa and soon arrive at Awata-guchi gate. Whom should I % it J:o ! ﬂ/l: S 7
wait for now? I passed Matsuzaka, and thought I was still on the ?: g n 03 ci\ VC\ X
Kyoto side of the barrier of Osaka, yet I already see Mount Otowa :%: y E ESN °
behind. Alas, I miss Kyoto. Green tree crickets, bell crickets, and %)‘ oD 5 Y
bush crickets. At dusk I arrived at the village of Yamashina where Z X f&% L L
crickets sing. Villagers, do not reproach me. Please understand E (%3 E‘ Jass B(ﬁ i
that a madwoman can have a heart as pure as the water of the ~ ﬁ‘? x :C) ﬁ Z
Kiyotaki River.
D H vk
£ T T 7
Sakagami “We can see its reflection in the clean water at the barrier of 90 o B ‘(‘
Osaka,’ 072 I S R YA
B oo "k oz
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Semimaru Story

Reciters ~ “the horse from Mochizuki is now going to Kyoto.” As this old
poem says, the place must approach. When I see my reflection in
the water in Hashirii, how horrible I look! My bushy hair looks like
briers. My penciled eyebrows are a mess and appear smudged. The
water is reflecting absolutely who Sakagami is. It is said that water
mirrors a thing as it is. Certainly, I who am reflected in the water
look insane.

4. Sakagami Encounters Semimaru

On Mount Osaka, Princess Sakagami hears the sound of a Biwa lute and stops
at a straw hut from which the sound comes. Then, she realizes that it is her
brother Semimaru playing the lute. They shed tears of joy at their reunion and
exchange their heartrending life stories.

Semimaru An ancient poem says... “The first and second chords are disturbed.
The autumn wind sobs discontinuously with the pine trees. The
third and fourth..” The fourth child of an emperor, I, Semimaru,
play a Biwa lute with four chords. The sound of my lute resonates
with the rain shower as it has just started. What a lonely night. “No
matter how much my life has been changed, I will finish my current
life anyways. Neither a prince nor a straw hut exists forever..”

Sakagami Oh, how interesting. From within this straw hut, I hear the sound
of a Biwa lute, which seems to be played by a noble hand. How
surprising that I encounter a chance to hear such wonderful music
in such a shabby place. What is happening here? I don’t know why,
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but I feel something sweet and comfortable here. With the sound

>
=3
=2

of rain hitting the straw hut, with stealthy steps, I creep to the

N . . ic & ok A g v A £ B
ouse and secretly listen to the music. % e D v 5 N L H + 0 %
n oI B = I I W - i B> Eh 7oy
Semimaru Who is making sounds outside of this straw hut? Is it Hakuga no B k\ ﬁi F ES) £ g Iz ° B [
Sanmi, who has been visiting me often lately? A % & A & = ?é)\ D n<a
Vo F 7 i3 03 4% T
Sakagami It is mysterious. Coming closer and listening to his voice carefully, %Eﬂ g % g %ﬁ E g ;E.CE 0
it is the voice of my brother prince. % E h L i e v % z
DEPN 2z Kk SYARE /S
Hello, Princess Sakagami is here. Is it Prince Semimaru who is in P VD b 7@ t < % T -
the house? o L TR # © e 5 AYA
& Ke ’ X V2 % X D 5
¥ o, T D < i3 &
Semimaru Excuse me? Are you Princess Sakagami, my elder sister? With 2 1'\“J‘ A < ¥ N >
astonishment, he opens the door of the hut. 0) 0\7 = 3; 4 3 <
7 D @ A Fﬂﬁ N Hﬁ
Sakagami We both look truly miserable. 2 B H i U; ° W
E 5 0o0n & RS
Semimaru We take each other’s hand. E {;, 1% o ]E
2 n < 2 {
Sakagami You are my little brother prince. ﬂ,(% bji % ;E,;’ Bl
\Z3 O) —f “
Semimaru You are my elder sister princess. = = AN %
z% I
Reciters At the barrier of Osaka where a cock cries, they exchange their B Iz g%
names and cannot cease shedding tears. Their sleeves are wet with E \ =
their tears. A 5 A
2 > %
ecg L%) v
2 Ed L
t@ VR ®
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It is said “Genius displays itself even in childhood.” Because of
their karma destined in their previous lives, visiting the aroma of L . - -
citrus flowers fragrant on the wind, they must be tied as a brother lE/) \/ t\ ' E f’? %I ﬁi /\1 L‘*)‘ 7% % % Jba; % i
3 . N N 3
and sister just as two flowers on a single branch. & %IE 75’; * e n -3 L D {0) S % z
N —
£ 5 I < DXk 7% 5 2 I z b
Sakagami Long time ago, there were brothers J6z6 and Jogan, Sori and A /N e i Z Sf r; H = t 1% F= -
Sokuri. In the recent past, there were the sons of Emperor Ojin... CIEP A R = Z ~N g 5 ;’g & i 1 ;ﬁ
T & 5 0 n iz z X > ik <
Reciters  Prince Naniwa and Prince Uji, who considered and offered the 23 <\ Gfi k: E T\é‘ ?’f % = ? % & i C_j}
imperial throne to each other. This is all from their love for their Je é 1 2 o 7 0 E X i'i‘ Eﬁ D 7%
brothers. D D n o) 2 g 9 el ° % > N ok
A 5 T gm0
Sakagami However, the sister who visits the house of her brother... A 7%‘ ¥ B 7372 g % D %‘%{ D it 7[?2 %%
0) O) 7l - N 1/’&'] é’_ Ci
Reciters  has never imagined this is his house. Unless she had heard the L Q HEE b + }.ﬁ ? i’
n v o e 3 % ; X
music from the straw hut, how could she have known this was Ak 5 i = ki L é’. D A
where he lived. To the sound of Biwa lute of four chords, which Iz T WO iz ES) ﬁi o 2 W
resonated with music... '3‘ . A 'C\ i35} Z o §E‘; fifi '))O
B b % T A
. Z VF S ES
Sakagami [ was attracted and therefore I stopped. %\ i 2l Iz Y
¥ o o L n - h. a‘ﬁi L
» L A E: B T
Reciters It must be caused by our deep bond. Hh 4 9 n» N 7 pus H 0
72 o i % b}; R
Although we are in the unlawful world, the sun and the moon are Tk %z ) E%‘% - 7 o
—
not down to the earth. We have taken it for granted, but how come fl, /\\ - i;“ L A 2% 2 %
we, born prince and princess, have come as low as this? We do not I % 03 N7 ;lc] DO T g 4?)
even communicate with our servants, have wandered forth from ]: Bz I 7 2 7= ¢ 9 L
Kyoto to become a crazy woman in a remote area and an ignorable < ° D e B ’*E J:o L
man quietly living on a path in a mountain. We cast ourselves on ?é)\ e ﬁﬁ é‘_ & K T
the mercy of travellers passing by. Alas, until yesterday, I stayed in N 72 3 i\ =
a gorgeous royal court with a beautiful pavilion and allowed my ng'F C 7E % E&E-I g ¥ D E“
luxurious garment’s sleeves rest on a polished floor. But today, I ¥ gﬁ’ 3 /E‘)\ I ~ i) 1%
sleep in such a shabby hut, with bamboo pillars and bamboo fence. < B 5 T 9 < %\ )
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farewell, Semimaru.
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Semimaru Story % 3,
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% T CH
It is just a straw hut with a thin door and a straw window. All A L
that I have to spread on the floor is a straw mat. Once, I slept D ) \Lj 3 =R - - | -~ oo 2 12
in the brocade bedding. X 3 %) ;g 0?] % i ?ﬁ; ;’é F '2 Hoo éé\
°Z N il /N Z = =
Semimaru What comes to me occasionally is... n F, n o X A ii E? fion L
E3 SN < wu%;: % :ggg é
| | | | T 5 NI AR
Reciters  the voice of monkeys traveling from tree to tree. Accompanied < H F O L9 2 - 3 X
by the sound of rain soaking my sleeves, I play the lute. Play 4 "2Q % YO N N B N))
and play... When I cry, my tears transform to rain. From X e b fi] H /B D D 5 5 Z Z
openings on the straw eaves, which make no sound in the rain, A Fg? b E— \02 % Fji et E.E A\\ %\\
the moonlight will occasionally leak. But with my blind eyes, I W % Z ;‘ 71'? '%/j Wl &i\ % El %
DY

cannot see the light. My heart breaks when I imagine your life ; ) < C’S WoT % O:S‘ EEEN
in this straw hut where you are alien to the moonlight and even < T A AR K Yy i
to the sound of rain... N % 5 = ¢ z9 fl
% 1 2 7 b -
w209 B o2 » T

5. Sakagami and Semimaru Separate b TR 5 I__ﬁ ‘%3: A
Es oL L & s B
SO, = Bk W B
Time has passed. As they cannot keep talking this way, Princess Sakagami % YA ci N 2 S FF
bids farewell to Prince Semimaru. Although they miss each other very bas }é” i Joss ° Y o 7
much, they listen to each other and separate in tears. U AL & i & B KR
¥ @ 73 Vot oI
1 & 3
v 5
Sakagami The time has come. Although I would love to stay, I bid you N <O > 7
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Semimaru Even with a person who shares a shallow bond like staying under

the same tree, I miss him. Even more so, I miss my sister. Truly, I I ats a2 -
z 54 A B bl i E < —
miss... Please have mercy on the one who is left. V) - = & x n D W = o Z 15
I 7 D ) ° i e D Vo7 Iz D
Sakagami How pitiful you are... A person leaving might have something to A A i L] % & B < ok
comfort her feeling, but the one left must have...Saying so, I stop =) T &“; ; D & ‘% gé az» W R Iz
under an evening cloud and sobs. %)): f)t F;)g 6% ﬁ?t < % z,; ) ’fg
- % R N O F L % C
Semimaru On the path at the barrier of Osaka, crows cry for evening. Are 5 Z f N z A7 T 5k
you going out in a festive mood? So dark... A D \75.’ P & %\ RYARNIIES H X
v o8 B3 2 Bh oz 3
Sakagami my dark hair will never be bored, but I half-heartedly leave. ;)) Eﬁ % D S‘E YEZ J:il: j;‘ ’b':‘)‘ y
_ 2 oy R
Semimaru Please close her way to leave, the Osaka... 25 13 54 D = S AT ) h
1 * AR AN <15
Sakagami Barrier. When I pass Sugimura Village near the barrier... 4 R z:'« v 72
7 N T &
. . . X R U
Semimaru I can hear her faintly. Semimaru left... 5 7 R F
N
° a<A

Sakagami under the eaves of the straw hut...

Semimaru just keeps standing...

RARAN EamiN P

Reciters  They say to each other, “So long,” and “Please visit me anytime”

Semimaru listens to her voice as long as he can hear her faintly.
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Semimaru Story

Sakagami bids him farewell and, in tears, forces herself to leave.
She forces herself to leave in tears.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-com
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Semimaru

Synopsis

The fourth child of Emperor Engi (Emperor Daigo,
885-930), Prince Semimaru was born blind. One day an
imperial officer, Kiyotsura who has received an order from
His Imperial Majesty to abandon Prince Semimaru on
Mount Osaka, takes the prince to the mountain. Prince
Semimaru calms the lamenting Kiyotsura by preaching
to Kiyotsura how this has happened based on a wise
decision by His Majesty who is taking into consideration
the happiness of the prince in his next life. Kiyotsura
shaves the prince’s head to have him renounce the world
and gives him a straw raincoat, rain hat, and cane before
they part. In tears, Prince Semimaru who is now alone
holds his biwa (a Japanese lute) to his chest, staggering and
tripping over the mountain. Hakuga no Sanmi who comes
to check on Prince Semimaru finds him in the misery. Out
of pity, he constructs a straw hut to keep the prince out of
the rain and dew and invites the prince in.

The third child of Emperor Engi, Princess Sakagami
has hair growing towards the sky by nature. Although
she is a princess, due to this physical uniqueness, she
goes mad and wanders remote country areas. Princess
Sakagami leaves Kyoto and arrives at Mount Osaka. She
stops upon hearing the sound of a lute coming from a
straw hut and talks to her brother, Prince Semimaru,
when she finds him in the hut. The brother and sister
embrace and share their lonesome stories.

However, their situation does not allow them to keep
talking and shedding tears this way. Princess Sakagami
bids farewell to her brother. While concerned for one
another, the brother and sister part once again in tears.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

Prince Semimaru and Princess Sakagami were born
noble brother and sister as children of an emperor, but
they were not allowed to enjoy an elegant lifestyle but to
the contrary were forced to live under harsh conditions.
These two unfortunates encounter each other in a remote
area of Mount Osaka, whose name indicates “meeting.”
This is a story describing siblings who feelingly talk
about their own lives and separate again. This is not a
piece filled with dramatic stories and visual effects, but
rather attracts the audience by its superbly formulated
characters, scenes, theme, and story development. This is
indeed a masterpiece.

The scene in which Prince Semimaru who was forced
to renounce the world cites an old poem and picks up
a straw raincoat, rain hat, and cane, with which he has
previously never needed to be familiar... The scene in
which he cries with his lute in his chest and stumbles...
The scene in which Princess Sakagami leaves Kyoto in
early autumn from the Awata-guchi gate and passes
the Higashiyama area along the way to Mount Osaka...
The scene in which she sees her reflection in water and
is surprised at her own abject appearance... The scene
in which the brother and sister meet and embrace in
a shabby straw hut, and the scene which they separate
again in tears... Each scene strongly, if gently, appeals to
the audience’s heart, leaving a clear and unforgettable
impression. Two people of the noble class who were born
with difficulties show their sincere feelings as time quietly
flows past. You will feel love and nostalgia in the scenes
describing their feelings.

- 14 -

Schools All five
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Unknown
Unknown

Characters Shite
Tsure
Waki
Waki-tsure
Ai

Masks Shite
Tsure

Costumes Shite

Tsure

Waki

Waki-tsure

Ai

Number of scenes
Length

The fourth group Noh

Autumn (August according to the lunar calendar)
Mount Osaka in Yamashiro Province
a straw hut, a palanquin

Sakagami

Semimaru

Kiyotsura

Palanquin Bearers (two)
Hakuga no Sanmi

Onna-masukami, Nakizo, etc.
Semimaru

a long black wig, karaori/ nugikake (a short-sleeved
kimono outer robe, worn in the nugikake style, whose right
sleeve is left droping to the floor. This style indicates the
character is a working or crazed woman), kitsuke / surihaku
(a short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer of
the costume of a female character), a fan, and a bamboo
grass.

kasshiki-kazura (wig worn for the roles of a monk in
training, young boy, etc.), unlined kariginu-style kimono,
kitsuke / atsuita (a type of short-sleeved kimono mainly
worn by male characters), komi-okuchi (underwear
hakama in 6kuchi-style), sashinuki (a pair of long hakama
style trousers tucked at the knee with string), koshi-obi
(belt), a fan, and a cane. [He puts on a sumi-béshi (a hood
for regular Buddhist monks) during the change of
costume on the stage]

kuro-kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress)(black),
choken, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi, and a fan.

kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in dkuchi-style (white), and
koshi-obi

kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), choken, and
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white).

Two

About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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