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opportunity for me to renounce the world. I therefore took on the & \ % o - . - -
guise you see today and started to travel around the provinces. ZIEI e E;li N N A cE[ -
(Since then, I have lost my taste for life in this floating world, so D D ?\ Z Yo {ﬂf E
I took on the guise you see today. Kyoto is a place where many %% ﬁ 2{? 3:) j: i 2 %
. sl H 1 N — e .
people gather, and so I set my mind to visit there this spring to ask G zbu; S {’é\. 0) i
after my son’s whereabouts.) ;{’ ¥ U\ %o ;) i 72 cH;l
. k:f - - % d: O) = =
If one were to know who he was before being born, if one were ~ @ I S /& A 7;)) %E
to realize his original, true form before being born, there would F oD I % < o d
be no parent who loved his child. If parents did not exist, there ,:;5% j\: cl): :C) 7l H =
i = e ER
El D, & i L.
5 S Kl L (=4
) S 17
* /o = 5 g D
b 1 & AT B S

http://wWwww.the-noh.com
-1-
REER—FILY A b~ thagg-cnm



Kagetsu Story

would neither be children who loved their parents. Traveling with
thoughts such as these, a road of a thousand miles would not be a
long one. I rest in fields and sleep in mountains. Now truly nature
is the place I should live. Now truly nature is the place I should
live. (I have kept on traveling while resting in fields and sleeping in
mountains. Now, I have arrived at Kiyomizu Temple. I have arrived
at Kiyomizu Temple.)

Since I hurried, I have already arrived in Kyoto, the flowery capital
city. First, I would like to visit the famous Kiyomizu Temple and
enjoy the cherry blossoms.

(The monk calls out to a man living in the town around Kiyomizu Temple
and asks whether there isn’t anything amusing to see. The local man responds
that there are many entertainments in Kyoto because many people gather in
the city. Among them all, the man tells the monk, the most amusing is the
kusemai (storytelling with dance) performed by Kagetsu)

2. Kagetsu, a Boy Entertainer, Appears and Shows His Performances

When the man living near Kiyomizu Temple calls out, the boy, Kagetsu,
appears holding a bow in his hand. Encouraged by the local man, Kagetsu
sings a song with the man.

Kagetsu Let me introduce myself first. My name is Kagetsu. Whenever
anyone asks me why my name is Kagetsu (flower and the moon),
I answer as follows. I do not need to explain why I include the
moon in my name because the moon is eternal and represents the
principle of the oneness of all things. Now, for the letter of “Ka,” I
use different characters in each season. In spring, I use the letter
which means “flower” I use “water melon” in summer, “fruits”

in autumn, and “fire” in winter. Because “ka” is a crucial letter in
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Kagetsu Story

Buddhism, representing the “ka” in karma, until the moment I
attain enlightenment or else I reach the last moments of my life, I
include this letter in my name and live with it. When I explain so,
people who hear my explanation...

Reciters  say that he must be a supreme patriarch who appears in this
unlawful world. He is Kagetsu, renowned on earth. People call me
in that way.

(When the man living near Kiyomizu Temple asks the reason why Kagetsu
was late, Kagetsu answers that he stayed at Ungoji Temple in Higashiyama
until a few moments ago, but came here to enjoy shooting arrows with his
friends. The local man encourages Kagetsu to enjoy singing a song together
with him as usual and puts his arm around Kagetsu’s shoulder)

Kagetsu (Local Man)

Since ancient time...

Reciters  until today, the thing which has never ceased is love. A trouble
which is called love. Truly, love is tricky. Yes, it is tricky. Because

of love, I can never, never, never go to sleep.
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3. Kagetsu Intends to Shoot a Bush Warbler 124
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The man living in the town near Kiyomizu Temple lays his eyes on a bush E?é( (i\ ié _,%f é), fL ;:)1:\ . % Z’; %% b{ ’;% i D %
warbler which is scattering the cherry blossoms. Although Kagetsu is about to A9 Ui T z/L 13 D\ ﬁ ¥ W 2 o ik éli # I
shoot an arrow at the bush warbler, he refrains from doing so, recalling that to sk " P L 1‘9 LB < Ol T % iﬁ 03& =n)
do so would be to violate the Buddhist precept against killing. ; %‘Ef zg é %)\ ‘0‘) g)ﬁ ‘7? % 6: % %{ EEZ o #
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Kagetsu A bush warbler scatters the cherry blossoms. I however do not ° M e A D E= S Bl L B » &
have a long-handled sword to cut off its thin shanks. Kagetsu, o) % % H % ° ,E‘?\ Y x F T 2‘; iz 5
who has no foes, carries no type of sword. Bow and arrows are = 9 b =z I 2\ :) “ B 2 W 7 A 3

the tool to shoot a target. They also exist to shoot small birds like N L v o n 2 %= L O T < E) C{i 118
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that, which do violence to cherry blossoms and make them fall. { ° < 2 JE A = ] AN N L F

A legend says when Yoya* who lived in a foreign country nocked ) Z X N %3 % e F 0 oz H D

one hundred arrows to shoot willow leaves from one hundred b4 L H 3 Z n B D 7 7)) B 1z

steps away, he was successful in hitting all one hundred leaves. My o T Iz H 50 E;’ = [E] b B HH i H

attempt to shoot the bush warbler on the cherry branch would not 5 ?)E RS Li ) E'[;‘ xrx o IF LV ¥ %

be inferior to that of Yoyi. How amusing. j;l’ IS % v 2 % % Q)‘ % b Eg H;f 2 ¥
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legend, once when he took his bow, a flight of frightened geese in the sky lost its form and j_fk" > 1% D i D D E[?A Tl.’:

almost fell to ground. This legend provides the background for the next song. ﬁ% % /5’:' % % 75;] Y 2 7z :/@‘ & ) ﬂ
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That was a willow. This is a cherry. That was a goose. This is a 1% X o N m AR 0 R X -

bush warbler. That was Yoyu. This is Kagetsu. Although our names VA = M~ el i1} L ox ’ F Zg

are different, a bow is a bow. Now, I will teach you a lesson, O 5 ?é X 9 1 ’g H 2 1k 2~ w Wi

Bush Warbler! Now, I will teach you a lesson, O Bush Warbler. 7% ¢ [ HO z 3:) ES b ° L

Saying so, Kagetsu takes his sandals off, tucks up the bottom of his lg 2 5 J:\ %, & o t\ E D Ak 9

hakama trousers, takes one arm out of the sleeve of his kimono, mox gé x = ;j: i %{é ‘jl): F, t

and carefully approaches the blossoming cherry tree. He draws his /bu; L\ 5 % £ D NIz 05: Kl

bow fully and just as he is about to release it, he remembers the =0 % 5 2 ;i_\ M T % @K 5’
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Buddhist precept against killing; he stops himself. L <Y b ) DR | N N
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Kagetsu Story

4. Kagetsu Performs Kusemai

The man living in the town near Kiyomizu Temple encourages Kagetsu, who
has just thrown away his bow, to perform a kusemai (storytelling with dance).
Following the man’s words, Kagetsu performs the kusemai which describes
the origin of Kiyomizu Temple.

Kagetsu  Truly, the flowers—which in spring show the great mercy of
Kannon Bodhisattva—

Reciters  their delightful fragrance fills the land covered by the Ten Evil
Deeds. The autumn moon—which shows the figure of Kannon
Bodhisattva who transforms into thirty-three different figures for
the sake of saving all living creatures from sufferings—reflects its
pure light in the water of the Five Evil Disasters, which contami-
nate our bodies and souls.

First of all, this temple was founded by Sakanoue no Tamuramaro
in 807. Since then, until today, the water from the cascade dripping
from the branches of trees growing in Mount Otowa has never
been defiled. Everyone appreciates scooping the water from

the pure stream. (This shows how deep the boon of Kannon
Bodhisattva in Kiyomizu is and how far it reaches to all people.)
One day, people saw that the water falling from the cascade had
five colors. Observing the mystery, the wondering people went into
the mountain to explore the origin of the water. They discovered

a willow tree, lying in a river running out of a rock cave in Mount
Konju. Although the willow was called the willow of green, it had
already decayed. The decayed willow emitted the ray of light, and
wonderful fragrance covered the area.

Kagetsu  Now, without doubt...

Reciters  this willow must be the incarnation of Yoryt Kannon Bodhisattva,
the Goddess of Purple Willows. People put their hands together
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to worship the willow tree and prayed to be shown miracles. Ha ‘;
Then, the decayed willow grew lush green leaves, and even Gl == ﬁ > % 1t =
though they were not cherry trees, other old trees put forth white Bl il 55 7 » A Vo
flowers. Therefore, even today people say that the holy vow of the ik BE < + I it
Bodhisattva-with-One-Thousand-Arms makes even dead trees iz H H T A 7z
bloom. D D % = f.u,a\ e
H 1t N A+ 7
H L. L 2
s %
5. The Monk Announces That He is Kagetsu’s Father. They Depart for 7

a Buddhist Pilgrimage Together.

=
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The monk who has been watching Kagetsu’s kusemai performance is con-

FENe QN

vinced that Kagetsu is his son. He reveals that he is Kagetsu’s father. After the

a0
=]

joyful moments of the reunion of father and son, Kagetsu is persuaded by the
man living near Kiyomizu Temple and dances to the accompaniment of the
kakko drum. Furthermore, Kagetsu describes in his dance his journey after

WWEFH o HENrNStAX

he was abducted by a tengu (long-nosed goblin). He also expresses his delight

N
|

AN TIAHESD e i S FRS
OF O NS A

that he could meet his father who has become a monk. Then, the father and Ic
son leave for a journey of Buddhist pilgrimage together. H Wz
% %
2
Monk What a miracle! As I look carefully at Kagetsu here, I wonder 71::;

whether he isn’t the son whom I lost before I renounced the world.
I shall reveal my identity and meet him. (I shall reveal my identity
to please him.)
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(When the monk tells Kagetsu that he is his father, the local man says that

now he considers it, he notices that the monk and Kagetsu are perfect dupli-

e

cates. The man encourages them to travel together and persuades Kagetsu to
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perform a dance with the kakko drum) z .
: ‘

Kagetsu  Cherry blossoms in Yoshino and crimson foliage in Tatta... t i kY

N
8y

Reciters  the view of the moon in Sarashina and of the snow in Koshiji...
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The performer of this dance puts a small bifacial drum called kakko at his Er A =S N S S Tl ) WD S < X A ¥ ﬁ%
front waist and holds drumsticks in both hands. To a buoyant rhythm and the Wkl 3 L E YL AKE S ‘;_E”_: 2 1% E 53
splendid tune of a Japanese flute, he dances as if playing the drum in festival o B LD o b oy ° b z o) E3) oL
music. The regular drum does not perform with this dance, but a flute and % % fg_ 7%’ % [cj_l 5% é; % §‘ 7}% S ?:CL i’.) 3:— l%)
% C = J
both small and large hand drums do. E: _(\: F Q ¥ % LL c ;) ,IDE = Eig = ké 62 g;
N N A" i D ¥ .
i H Héf % J% A X H ’é\‘%) 7z H e E’é L
Kagetsu Iam originally from Tsukushi Province. When I climbed up Mount S S S B = (S - VS 1l A 1L D A i
Hikosan in my neighborhood at the age of seven, by tengu (long- %f A fi n ¥ oI & T X% %3, 2 %
nosed goblin)... % E om0 T H &2 3 % Zz D ZK e
A o W o E ;,% D E EH‘ 4 % v
Reciters I was kidnapped. Even remembering the mountains I travelled 1 ? - IJ_l &i\ D \%B % 2 IJ-l é t‘; i A VC\
with the tengu saddens me. & ) N H l[l% 3‘<E » X E b &) P 6 1]
R T N AR AT 2 o 3 F
Some schools include the [kakko] performance here. 47\ % 3) g ,H.E': % IJ_] % i /Elgl\ < g ﬁzj ,ﬁ,ET %
Z 3 z b) b)
| | | . mP R LESK RS ;e %
Reciters  The mountains I travelled with the tengu, the mountains I travelled Vod i B n BR & ~ E 5 7 T % 7N F
with the fengu, even remembering those mountains tears at my v 5 il > 7 i 14)) F o b o N - £ -
heart. First, I went to Mount Hikosan in the province of Tsukushi, Alel ) DA i 0 :% A o) Wz & 1R 7z T
and after that, to Shio-ji Temple, holding something deep in my h — < i@ Jﬂi ilj ci\ G " L + z< A
heart. In Sanuki Province, I went to Mount Matsuyama where I ﬂ,g)l' % \\ zik Q j:? <y S\ [ i EH\ l‘: }gu‘j; % g
saw the snow capped white peaks. In the province of Hoki, Mount < g / eg; Al g/'t ° < z aj i ’b‘l‘)‘ Z L Y ;g:i
Daisen, in the province of Hoki, Mount Daisen was where I went H X 4, lf)\ > F R D AR 7 X T e
into. Furthermore, I also went to Oni-ga-jyo (Devil’s Castle) D 5 3N . O 7z %B 4 ¥ F 2 = N i )
located near the border between Tango and Tanba provinces. 1'% X Yo z é i o 7o IEoIZ K % 2
Even hearing the name frightens me more than the presence of c“‘\ 5 Z g): io l:j ) é) M B o > 3'/'13 L\\
the tengu goblin. Now, talking about the mountains near Kyoto, B é Oéi) = H Sl i\ & v i s
now, talking about the mountains near Kyoto, the tengu and I & I 2] ki w4 O} g: ;g %
visited the tengu Taro-bo who lives in Mount Atago as well as the 2 BE S, Iz &j; D & < < M Z?
tengu Jiro-bo, who resides in the peaks of Hira. At Otake in the S o J: 5 ZS l’: H o3 1 IL %
renowned Mount Hiei, the stream of Yokawa reflecting the moon- ;i T H 7%) < 5§§ é} K K T w D
light cleansed my heart a little. I travelled Mounts Kazuraki and S BRSNS o #FOZ H
Takama which normally I viewed only in the distance. Then, I went
to Mounts Sanjo-ga-take and Shaka-ga-take in Omine Mountains _
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Kagetsu Story

and reached right up to the peak of Mount Fuji. I sometimes slept

on the clouds. Just like this, I wandered about crazily. My mind was L z
disturbed. With this sasara (music instrument originated in ancient ) D
China; it was used to beat time in dengaku performances.), I made [ =
sounds, sara sara sara. I sang, danced, and kept beat to the music. D L
Mountain after mountain, peak after peak, village after village, after < g
travelling around I finally met this monk. Words are not enough s bk)
to express the joy in my heart. Now, I discard this sasara with no 7 >
regret. Now, I leave this transient world, together with this monk, 7=
for the Way of Buddhism, together with this monk for the Way of 5
Buddhism. Truly to embark on a Buddhist pilgrimage is the limits E

of joy, to embark on a Buddhist pilgrimage is the limits of joy.
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Kagetsu

Synopsis

In the province of Tsukushi in Kytshg, there is a
man who lives at the foot of Mount Hikosan. When his
seven-year-old son went missing, he renounced the world
and departed on a journey of Buddhist pilgrimage. After
travelling around the provinces, the man, now a monk,
arrives in Kyoto in spring and visits Kiyomizu Temple for
prayer.

There, the monk meets a man from the town which had
grown around Kiyomizu Temple and asks whether there isn’t
anything entertaining in the temple. The local man tells him
that a boy named Kagetsu performs an amusing kusemai
(storytelling with dance), calls Kagetsu out, and recites a
song together with the boy. After the song, Kagetsu is about
to shoot an arrow at a bush warbler to punish it for staying in
the cherry blossoms and making them fall, but remembering
that this would violate Buddhist precepts against killing, he
stops. Then, at the urging of the local man, Kagetsu performs
the kusemai which describes the origin of Kiyomizu Temple.

The monk who has been keenly watching Kagetsu,
determines that the boy is his missing son and identifies
himself as his father. Celebrating the delightful moment of
the reunion of father and son, Kagetsu beats a kakko drum
(a small, waist-mounted bifacial drum) and dances. After
performing a dance which describes his life since he was
abducted by a tengu (long-nosed goblin) at the age of seven,
the father-monk and the son set out together on a journey to
follow the Buddhist Way.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

Kagetsu, having been kidnapped by a tengu (long-nosed
goblin) at the age of seven and having followed a strange
destiny, is the main character. Although the theme of this
drama is the reunion of a father and son who have been
separated for many years, the highlights of this piece are
indeed the series of dances that Kagetsu performs. After
being kidnapped, he travelled around provinces, ended up
arriving at Kyoto, and became a popular juvenile entertainer
performing various dances and songs. He sings a popular
song, “Love is Trouble,” performs a kusemai (storytelling
with dance) which describes the origin of Kiyomizu Temple,
dances to the sound of a kakko drum which he plays, and
finally recites his experiences of travelling in the mountains
in the provinces.

There’s none of the heavy atmosphere one might expect
of the theme of separation of parent and child; rather, the
chants and dances are airy and jazzy. The audience can fully

enjoy the fascinating performance of Kagetsu, a cute boy star.

Also, you cannot overlook the strong presence of the
ai-kyogen, who performs the role of the “Man living in the
town around Kiyomizu Temple.” He finds whatever reasons
to tease Kagetsu and inspires the juvenile entertainer to
perform one dance after another. The ai-kyogen shows you
the true value of the role, and guides the progress of the
entire drama.

Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Characters

Mask

Costumes

All five

The fourth group Noh, geizukushi-mono
Unknown (Zeami, according to one tradition)
Unknown

Spring (February in the lunar calendar)
Kiyomizu Temple in Kyoto

Shite Kagetsu
Waki Monk from Tsukushi Province (Father of Kagetsu)
Ai Man Living in the Town around Kiyomizu Temple
Shite Kasshiki
Shite kasshiki-kazura (a type of wig used for Kasshiki or

goddess), maeori-eboshi (ushiroori-eboshi) (eboshi
style head dress), mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / atsuita (a type of
short-sleeved kimono mainly worn by male
characters) (nuihaku, surihaku), hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.

A kakko drum at his waist, and holding a bow in
his hand.

Waki sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved
kimono with no pattern, worn as the innermost
layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), koshi-obi, Buddhist prayer beads, and
afan.

Ai kyogen-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono
for kydogen-kata)

Number of scenes One

Length

About one hour
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