Toboku Story

1. Monk from an Eastern Province Visits Toboku-in Temple in Kyoto

In early spring, a monk living in an eastern province visits Kyoto with an
attendant monk . At Toboku-in Temple, they look at a plum tree in blossom,
which is named “Izumi-shikibu”

Monks from the East
A new year has begun. Spring has come again. A new year has
begun. Spring has come again. We shall rush to go to Kyoto, the
city of flowers.

Traveling Monk
The man before you is a monk who departed an eastern province.
Since I have never seen Kyoto in my life, I decided to visit there in

this spring. I am on my way to Kyoto now.

Monks  Spring has come. We passed the barrier of Kasumi in the morning
haze. We passed the barrier of Kasumi covered in haze this
morning. We arrived at the edge of the endless Musashino fields.
Travelling through the fields of Musashino day after day, we
left that place far behind. Mountain after mountain, walking in
between clouds, now. Look! The sky over Kyoto is almost there.

It comes closer. Although it is a hard journey, it is also calm and
relaxing. Although we are traveling, we are calm and relaxed.

(The monks lay eyes on the plum tree in full bloom at Toboku-in Temple in
Kyoto. When the monk talks to a man who lives near the gate of the temple
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and asks the name of the plum tree, the man tells him it is called “Izumi- ° % E‘ 1 X i
o o ox I3 b L 1¢] D
shikibu.”) B o L |27 A n T
AT SA vk gl s N B
Monk Well, he said this plum tree is called “Izumi-shikibu” We shall stay i % j:— 2 A z = Ey L < ¥ - *E
. - - o b}
here to enjoy the blossoms for a while. T Iz z g S g % D D i
oodm ok # 0 B o522 o R
R R A - S
2. Woman Appears and Talks about the Name and Story Associated with the Plum Tree 4/% |§'7f"n \7;:) C:: ;g & L %( i z ;2 i .
I T N T R S N
While the monk is gazing at the plum blossoms, a woman talks to him. The F wr > < v z 5 Z)O 2 (é\ = Eﬁ 2
woman tells him that rather than “Izumi-shikibu,” the plum tree should be ~ ” % I3 e % % {% é V) H 7%
called either “Kobunboku” or “Oshukubai’” She also mentions that the plum ﬁl.ﬂ E 5 7 5\ i n e = 5 L s
was planted by Lady Izumi-shikibu, and a cabin near this tree was once her Vi) : q%; J): p) _ % ) ﬁ‘ 11)\ '8 Vo %
bedroom. The monk continues his conversation with the woman. However, E—E P ;) ¥ Al * e 2 : 22 5 ]
she leaves a message that “I live in these flowers” and beneath the sunset glow, ) @3 _é E 75% A D 7 o Z % é
. . 1s o= - >
she disappears behind the plum tree, just as she is hiding. it 7% ¥ g g:;; —F: % 1@ 2 %
° s S
o oaE .4 w2y ¥
bk F B DT X
Woman Excuse me, dear Monk. Could you tell me what the man told you 5 }ic \ {j;% D r - 7k £ % $
about the name of the plum tree? ¥ 5 u £ %}'K 7 (X 5 o Z)O L
P . [ g
Monk Yes. When I asked the man, he told me that its name is “Izumi- o 7 7 ﬁ_‘ . ;L ‘< gJ/L{ j‘\ q‘: E; %
shikibu” I s T il 7 P {ﬁ bk
SEA Ly AR o
Woman  Oh, you should not call it so. The plum tree should be called - f{j; - 71’% # 3 M e 1@ <
“Kobunboku” or “Oshukubai’” You should not use words ignorant ? o ’%‘ 5 Z 55 < < %)' Vo
people use. When this temple was still used as the court of ;t + Tﬁ%’ ;L {E £ i §
Jotomon-in (Posthumous name of Consort Shoshi or Fujiwara r‘1o & \ ReR i@ﬁ 5 z 1% J<E ha 3
Shoshi), Lady Izumi-shikibu planted this plum tree and named it 23 /\{) s ) ﬂEZ 3 L :
Nokiba no Ume (the Plum Tree near the Eaves). A legend says that - ll%j:'i MG L < 9
she never wearied of looking at the tree. ;é 5—) i 2‘ S Li
DY
B N o D B
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Take your encounter with these exquisite plum flowers as an
opportfmit‘y to‘ reci.te sutras. Even th‘ough you have a brief op- N 7 W b7 R Wz ¥+ % - P =
portunity, it will bring you the benefits of Buddha. 2R H B H> ?{_) flmél\ o % 9 n n N
o % £ iz ES i (i} 3 T Z [ ES
This is the plum tree, Nokiba no Ume, which Lady Izumi-shikibu T #F te b _’é?_ - % P)\ >|( El Z 7 &
planted. ]L% 7= 7> Hﬁ % & b ~ 7> ﬂ] T %
it L 7% Y, i< 5 Lo N ENLC
L . . i H w2 om P D5 X 'S
Monk I see. This is the Nokiba no Ume which Lady Izumi-shikibu o 1f H 5 D X = R = E > L
planted. Is that cabin over there (a small building about 100 X UG 9 % X T i g Eﬁ D IR
square feet) Lady Izumi-shikibu’s bedroom? 9 D AR Jigg 7 =8 ) SR Tl}i i Via
ic Mk Lok B OBmE w g b
Woman  That’s right. The cabin was her bedroom and is still preserved as %_[ g_),‘ ?_‘ 4 g dg F_%j\ T 11[7 32 i
it was. You can enjoy the same view as she enjoyed. I K\ < Vee % n b Fl Z - < 2
Vo TR T S 5% S Loz
Monk How interesting. It is the memento of the old time, which is saved < W & L D I ‘E‘B f};v Vi 5: Z
with its old name. EQ iy b S T % Ab 7 D 7, &
S PRI S ) DM i %
) o oz #owm T 5
Woman Just as longing for its master, the plum blossoms increase their = A $4 < N ,L"% D = 5
elegance and fragrance every year. 'ﬁ D L A & AT i 8 .
fil 16 iz W ) ; 702; v 3
Monk It is creating a graceful aura. w0 7 £3) oo ES e
Az E % C g 3;
Woman It looks like recalling the nostalgic past even today. 3')3 g < g;\ H ° g;
[ T
. . 4 % b z + %
Reciters  The flower of the aged plum tree, Nokiba no Ume. The flower %Al ?)\ D > i
of the old plum tree, Nokiba no Ume. As it knows its master, its Ve ES - E
white blossoms are covering the sky and falling like snow. As the L < E3 » %
memento of the renowned Lady Izumi-shikibu, it embodies the VC\ N cl‘: 5 ;S;
tasteful mind of the blossoms. % 5
i) < %) 1
» T 7 i
> N 3
AR % >~ X
&1 B - =
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Truly, when I hear the ancient story, I notice that the spring is still 2
the spring that exists in my mind. However, am the only one to be Dtk i 5 B z 3 A ;}? U; % 0\)
3 )
tasteless and unromantic. [, l;g 5) I% % % CBE £ ; Z ,)2
N > L N —n~ > -
i i h ZN Z iz S L 3 ol O I /S
Woman  Even you do not know it, because there is no one whom you ca.n O] i & ). 2 - L oo 3
ask about the past. I do not belong to this ephemeral world which & 4 Y ~ - Y b ) i
is as fragile as a dew drop on grass on the road. But I live in this - = 5 L D ) 2 3 ;) - _a_;
flower... = =z 7z Jit TL": é ? s L
n o ) % I Z 72 < %
i N A8 [H
Reciters  Living in this flower... are you the flower falling from the top of the g‘ ¥ 7f)i E‘;j % fn § B
2N il N
tree? Or, a bird making the flowers fall? Z % = o T s %)\ : -
23 ¥ ’ I3 =,
Woman  Just about to go back on the same route home as a bird... { 4 n o Al U:
. < i S
5> ¥ i 5 & 5
Reciters  Or, has left already (anyhow), ° ﬂ\ Q‘E i 2 7[; &
S i
Woman Behind the plum blossoms... K z i DN :Ot)t
D 0> A ]
Reciters ..looked like she rests. But she now announces that she is the (S l(’ N % %
master of the plum tree. Under the flowers illuminated in rouge g E‘E:: g‘% 03 N g
in the sunset glow, she hides and disappears behind the plum tree. ;]: 7> 2 i r &
She hides and disappears behind the plum tree. < Iﬁi: % = ;%é jg
By A E
[Interlude] 3 N 752 W i s
A e B [
{ VoL £
B g 8 %
> 5 n b %
g s Iz
E ﬁkl N 11 ) ~
- D -
EQ 1 s % ?jz,
r 3 e ? g
S 2 =5 !
7 c o 8
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3. Monk Learns the Story from the Person who Lives near the Temple N S = 3 B
Yy P D 3; ;g n . = S@g M %
5 7 ) el Ja =
The monk asks the villager again about the story connecting Toboku-in gig i % ;'j:: g Ziz SHfe E 3 50 13 Jk it
Temple, Lady [zumi-shikibu, and the plum tree. Also, when the monk M 7 > f‘[,_‘) Ih T Z;o ? ; %ﬂ = bl B B2
describes his experience of meeting the woman, the man recognizes that she bz @ A gt B WL M D ol ™ g
is the ghost of Lady Izumi-shikibu. He encourages the monk to pray for the D Qé & %_ %% 5 g g ;é Al 5 gg 01}
B A € 5 I D )
woman. FiFf 2 e 5\ HiF Iz # D l w A A
’i( e D S L% B & X I p
ST POV Leali 7 >
b T B A 1 SIS S )
4. The Ghost of Lady Izumi-shikibu Appears in Front of the Monk at the Memorial Service > 7 %x: D f@ D uﬁ\(? . R ) % =
s N A =
- BT ENED) o ek g z A q
[e] Al =
At that night, the monk recites the Lotus Sutra under the plum tree, Nokiba L L €2 1;:‘ i ‘,ﬁ = i g =
no Ume, and begins his night-long memorial service. The ghost of Lady S Bk S i < e ya\ El Al i)
o o : ) A L o v oz 7 & <
Izumi-shikibu appears there. Listening to the Hiyu-hon in the Lotus Sutra f Iz » T h T i 3 LR
-
which the monk recites, she unveils an episode that she made a poem relevant o v 7 S B 3 h i %ﬁ
to Hiyu-hon when she lived in this world. Furthermore, she reveals that the o b H ﬁf D fﬁ L 3 ﬁﬁ ﬁE
merit of the Buddha’s Law led her to become a Buddha and the Bodhisattva Bg BE 36\ D ‘Lﬂ’mﬁ /%El JLEN , ) E:
of singing and dancing. She also mentions that she still resides in Toboku-in =] @ fiif jﬁg ;é 1?5 E; ,Tﬁi N i
Temple. ~ T N X
P B oL & D D RS R
oz 1 b & T g
Monk All night, I stay under the plum tree, Nokiba no Ume. I stay under L:é_ Js| o Loz 2oz w 1% %—
the plum tree, Nokiba no Ume. I follow the exquisite Law of E v DT D =z il >
Buddha at this place blessed by the exquisite flowers. My mind is V) th s f < LN R
- L fE g [T x b
clear. Under the pure and bright moonlight, I recite this precious Z ¥ T o f ?E o = %
sutra. I recite the sutra. IZ% L L P é 75 i Z i i
i % 2 h o5 z Y
The Ghost of Lady Izumi-shikibu % io 9 % it LS b Iz ;;‘ S
O, how wonderful the sutra is! O, how wonderful the sutra is! The 5 752 gt D b _?) ﬂ] 2 i
- = S alt,
sutra you just chanted was Hiyu-hon, wasn't it? It reminded me WMo W SIS O % ) N
of the time when I still belonged to this world. When this temple ) Q A E S_ ;I,E :@‘? E:lit |
. L . . . iz L7 5 Z bt 5k % |
was still the court of Jotomon-in, the chief advisor to the Emperor SN 3E > - iz A D =
(Fujiwara no Michinaga) passed in front of this temple and recited 7% F 3 T I C i
the Hiyu-hon in the Lotus Sutra loudly from inside his carriage. b\ VelRAS D A2 I MmN < j;
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I, Izumi-shikibu, heard him reciting the sutra inside the temple ,
’ . - Iz
and made the poem, “Outside the gate, the sound of a carriage gz 3 N H z > I J:O % % i 51 0%) %
passing by is heard, which will take people out of the burning 5 T I < 2 "C\ ?: x Z - g B0
house. Attracted by the sound I will be able to get out of this > e 7% cﬂ" JE < ¢ ¥ S S
burning house and become a Buddha. (burning house: a house on Oé; 05 i = T ° A % %{f\ D
fire is an analogy of the three realms of the world of transmigra- 7 I3 t X = gr) j)( s T
tion in Buddhism where earthly desires and sufferings exist.)” I ' K o i g? ?i\ % % 5_) %
R = N =
just remembered it with your Hiyu-hon. = T e < '37]5, N % D FH o
j [ ° P W m % s e
e i d that thi ) v 5 2 e R0
Monk Yes, indeed, even I who live in a rural area overheard that this 5 s D & B 5 @ A %
poem was made by Lady Izumi-shikibu. O, you must have already % -~ 7 L = D;:: )(bw < i
been enlightened and become a Buddha just as your poem * H i+ Ilﬁf[ 5 /{,E[ % F'g‘? qu
expresses. D 7{3;. zg’ ( O:)\ ?; % . _'%
< 3 5 LMoy
Izumi-shikibu . k S g g}k A ) P
. ‘burning house! Thanks to the - 2 A = 0 oy 7
Certainly, I have come out of the ‘burning hous 5 9 e T % = 7% IS
merit of making poems, I turned into a Bodhisattva of singing and P 1z 5:;_ L %( po " e
N 23 i N ik 2 VA =
dancing. HH ;}: E%‘ n '}} S 5 ,};;
is out from th s T k& RN
Monk And I live in this temple. Just as the clear moon is out from the e B R L % D .
horizon... b\ 7 i Vil 7”:6 &L Fé[% >
1A ) S 3 Loy &
i D T z F
bl : fili T < )
Izumi-shikibu W & n y D 13
I was out of the ‘burning house’ D Cj:. © B z szL \ ;C‘
biE] h S &5 &
Monk Now... % ~ & H bkl kY A
5 0 A 7 K
Izumi-shikibu ~ i3 < - H T il
D W B o % iy
already... 53 pee 5
5 = < oy oo
o T < 5
Reciters I have left the Three Realms of the world of transmigration with L Bffa ;)) ng F'ogl = ;cjjl:g
no repose. I travelled forward on the road of Buddha’s Law on % b ; non g ‘
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Toboku Story

three carriages. See, it is so unusual and thankful that Lady Izumi-
shikibu has departed from the gate of the ‘burning house’ and
reached the stage of perfect enlightenment.

5. Izumi-shikibu Dances and Lauds Buddha’s Law

Lady Izumi-shikibu preaches that Japanese poems are the sermons of Buddha
and explains their virtues. Then, she talks about her memory at Toboku-in
Temple and dances after expressing the prosperity of the Buddha’s Law. She
enters a cabin which she used to use as her bedroom. When the monk thinks

that he sees her entering the cabin, the monk awakens from his dream.

Reciters  First of all, Japanese poems are the exquisite words of Buddha.
They are the sermons of Buddha appeared in the body of the
ultimate reality. Ki no Tsurayuki, a famous poet, wrote that merely
the friends of Japanese poems happened to be known by their

names among future generations.

Izumi-shikibu
Therefore, Japanese poems move heaven and earth. They even
touch the heart of evil gods.

Reciters ~ Without notice we can reach to the heart of gods. Especially in
the season in Kyoto, the city of flowers, the spring sky peacefully
spreads over the city. Engendered from the reposeful mind is the
poems meet the order of the universe.

This is a holy place located at the northeast of the Emperor’s city,
Kyoto. This temple protects the direction of the devil’s gate for
Kyoto and expels the demons. The stream running in this ward
originates from the Kamo River behind the mountains and flows
into Shirakawa River which runs to somewhere else. The sound
of waves in the wind travels graciously. It is said it provides you of

an opportunity to reach the stage of the eternal peace. The pond
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Toboku Story

in the garden which is full of water looks just like the scene in the

(3]
B

poem, “Birds rest in the tree in the pond. A monk knocks at the

Vi

door of a gate under the moonlight” (A part of the poem made by

7

Jia Dao, a poet in Tang Dynasty in China). Many people visit this

ME A X O

BXNITEror A JERETIXNTTE oAy
SRSt

temple. The glamorous view of colorful sleeves and the trailing

T Nk %

bottom of mo skirts of the visitors certainly reflects the beauty of
the flower city, Kyoto.
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~
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Izumi-shikibu % 13
People who look up the Buddha and listen to His sermon... ]
& <
i A
Reciters ~ Some people visit here for that purpose. Others came in as they are ’% %
simply passing by. The number of visitors increases day after day. 2 e
Day and night, morning and evening, people continuously come z
to this temple. Ninety days in the summer...After the heat in the t

middle of the summer, a breeze traveled from the pine in Okutani

D

%
oI b T T 0 98 S ARV S RETT 0 (¢

SAHDE T OB IR A VRISHE AW >0 S HEE | A NEER O

RIJFEN S SRVFE - ) b+ ) b e
§O (2| o=@ >#OW) EOAWMATRIE B HE<Th

i ERENORFENI WS HOBERAFTIOPE FONETERrAFARTR

makes me notice autumn’s arrival. The wind blowing up evokes the

atmosphere of the autumn and represents the ability of seeking the

SO CARFE N S TN (3 D NP ERTR

QR OFHSOADALESTE EOE CHONSTEE (AR

highest wisdom and receiving the teaching of Buddha and the rela-
tion between living things and Buddha. The moon reflecting in the

><
-y
=

pond shows us the figure of the Buddha who leads the living things
on Earth. Just as this name, Toboku-in (northeast hall) represents

<
o v

that positive East and negative North merge here. It is therefore not
surprising that the temple enjoys prosperity.

SN D+ =OM .

%

33

In a spring night... c]i\ ,?; {;i(

% ; [ v )
3 h D & 7
[jo-no-mai] X _F) E ig’
A quite slow, calm, and elegant dance with a restful mood. A taiko drum is not Eﬁ B \72 WV
used with this dance but the Japanese flute and small and large hand drums /1N D %’% e
are used. 5 2 < pie
G v L

p={
2

Izumi-shikibu

“The darkness of the spring night is not reasonable, because...
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Reciters ... it can hide the color of the plum blossoms but cannot hide their =4 \ - —
; : . filh £ % e 45 I RS % D {1 -
ragrance.” The fragrance of plum blossoms never hides. The n - = » = A Ik n % T - - 7
— — —
fragrance of plum blossoms never hides. - L < < % 1z b F H» Iz L Ig z %
Doz - Woch s ¢ bvE ok oA ¥
*Tzumi-shikibu % @ ﬁ,E A 4 5 Z & % U = 5 Z ~
AL N Z
Truly, the time when I was familiar with the fragrance of love... £ & < 1 th 2 T j%
Reciters It is meaningless to remember the time, but O, I can’t believe that I LE ?%)\ X > %?K ZfL’/L ch i e 2 1z ff E b
miss it. It is shameful to show everyone that I shed tears for love. I ° F ;l; - B ik Iz E O VS g 1 f
shall leave. < A VRN 5 oz U [ lf
L2 A T A X3

% 3 1ol L 7 9 s

Izumi-shikibu by AN N KT == % D
1 @ 50 ﬁ) k T /%'\ H H —~

The time has come. To the root, a flower shall... ¥ L S B Lok M 3 % ?E‘
) H oo ¥ % ki 2

Reciters  This is it for now. To its root a flower should go back. To its 3 Z 2 W 7 Z gs o
nest a bird should go back. Although people recognize that the A 7. 2 B D &_ é ]
candlelight in my cabin represents a “burning house,” this very r &z E ﬁ%{ < Z %

Z / )

place is the flowery platform in Amida’s Pure Land, where Lady Q z 1&% }g ,é.l'f g oI
Izumi-shikibu lives. Saying so, when she almost enters the cabin, % < ;7;?2 N oy VAS ;lfl;
the monk awakes from his dream. The monk’s dream is broken. Feild DD L N " 3‘ P
7 AR v R >

s D DL A <
. . 1,) oL = E » D
*A few schools have a different ending as follows: L i = b:; (5} 5 5 D
~ A Y ﬁ
, =51 A (s E

Reciters  Truly more than its hue, truly more than its hue, I think its H O 7 OH B e = ft
fragrance is more tasteful. Whose sleeve did the plum blossom i 7= = L L YR n %
touch...? % T HE o J:\ L é z

X Hoo & 3 Tk
B T £ K £ < g -
i v % 00 ; Z
24 o K 7 y{ L
il AR L .
Iz (=S & z
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Toboku Story

Izumi-shikibu
The sleeve of sacred dress dancers swirl, when it is touched. The
music of Shunnoden means the song of bush warbler in the spring.

Reciters  Oshukubai means...

Izumi-shikibu
the home of the bush warbler.

Reciters Kobunboku means...

Izumi-shikibu
the tree which relishes literature.

Reciters At the time of emperors in Tang Dynasty, literature flowered in that
country. The hue of flowers was even more vivid, and the country
was filled by its scent more than usual. The wind that travelled over
plum blossoms carried its fragrance to every corner of the country.

The time has come. To its root a flower should go back. To its
nest a bird should go back. Although people recognize that the
candlelight in my cabin represents a “burning house,” this very
place is the flowery platform in Amida’s Pure Land, where Lady
Izumi-shikibu lives. Saying so, when she almost enters the cabin,
the monk awakes from his dream. The monk’s dream is broken.
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Toboku

Synopsis

In early spring, a Buddhist monk attended by another
monk traveled to Kyoto from an eastern province. They
arrive at Toboku-in Temple, where a splendid plum tree
blooms. As they watch the tree in wonder, they learn from
a person who lives near the gate of the temple that the plum
tree is named “Izumi-shikibu.”. Then, a woman appears and
corrects them; the tree should be named “Kobunboku” or
“Oshukubai.” She narrates the story that Lady [zumi-shikibu
planted the plum tree. Although the monk and the woman
exchange more words, she eventually hides behind the
plum tree illuminated scarlet by the sunset glow. She then
disappears.

The monk talks to the person living in the temple town
again and hears about the history of the Toboku-in Temple
and the story of Lady Izumi-shikibu. He advises the monk
to cordially console the soul of the woman whom the monk
just met as she must be the ghost of Lady Izumi-shikibu.

While the monk recites the Lotus Sutra to pray for the
woman, the ghost of Izumi-shikibu appears. She reveals
that she has already become a Bodhisattva of singing
and dancing and talks about her memory associating
her tie made by Buddha. After preaching the virtues of
Japanese poetry and the preciousness and wonderfulness of
Buddha’s Law, she dances. Then, the ghost of Lady Izumi-
shikibu is embarrassed about reminiscing of past intimate
relationships she used to enjoy. She bids farewells and
enters a cabin. When the monk sees her enter the room, he
awakens from his dream. Lady Izumi-shikibu disappears
now.
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Highlight

This Noh drama, which was once called “Nokiba no
Ume (The Plum Tree near the Eaves)” in ancient times,
is filled with the grace and sophistication comparable to
that of the fragrance of the plum blossom in early spring.
Also, since it features Lady Izumi-shikibu, a talented poet
who occupied a significant position in the world of Heian
period tasteful court literature, this piece makes you feel the
elegance of a cultural salon in the royal court in the Heian
era.

Although the storyline is neither dramatic nor
remarkable, this piece describes a deep philosophy which
lauds the virtues of Japanese poetry and teaches the
preciousness and wonderfulness of the Buddha’s Law. This
piece leads you to fully enjoy the graceful atmosphere and
scent of beauty, as a third group Noh drama (kazura-mono).

Ancient East Asian philosophy and religions associate
directions with propitious omens. “Tohoku (northeast),”
which is also the title of this piece (but pronounced Toboku
), was recognized as the “gate for devils”; it was the direction
in which the evils, who conducted bad deeds and troubled
people, came. Therefore, ancient people built temples in
the northeast in order to prevent evils from coming to this
world from that direction. In Heian-era Kyoto, people built
Toboku-in Temple at the direction of the “devils’ gate.”

The scenes of this drama are developed at this Toboku-in
Temple, which still exists in Sakyd Ward in Kyoto. Since it
was destroyed by fire and relocated a few times, the temple
is now located at a different place as well as looking different
from the time when Lady Izumi-shikibu lived. However,

the old plum tree, Nokiba no Ume, which is associated with
Izumi-shikibu, grows in the ward today. If you visit Toboku-
in, the timeless atmosphere of the temple will bring you

to the moment when Izumi-shikibu lived. Visiting places
associated with Noh dramas is one of the ways to enjoy the
art of Noh more deeply. Please take the opportunity to visit
those places and indulge yourself into a journey beyond
time.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five

The third group Noh, kazura-mono
Zeami (according to one tradition)
Unknown

Spring (January in the lunar calendar)
Toboku-in Temple in Kyoto

Mae-shite Village Woman

Nochi-shite  The ghost of Lady Izumi-shikibu

Waki Traveling monk

Waki-tsure Monk Attending the Traveling monk

Ai Villager (Person who lives near the gate of
Toboku-in Temple)

Shite Z6, Wakaonna, Ko-omote, etc.

Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori

(a short-sleeved kimono outer robe worn by female

characters) which includes scarlet color patterns

and worn in “kinagashi” style, kitsuke / surihaku

(short-sleeved kimono, worn as the innermost layer

of the costume of a female character), and a fan.

kazura, kazura-obi, choken, kitsuke / surihaku,

hakama in 6kuchi-style (scarlet), koshi-obi (belt), and

afan.

Wak sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),

kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved kimono with

no pattern, worn as the innermost layer of the

costumes of male characters of lesser standing),

mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono),

koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

the same as Waki

Nochi-shite

Waki-tsure

Number of scenes Two

Length

About 1 hour and 40 minutes
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