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1. The Monk from Kiso Departs for Kyoto

N

A Buddhist monk living in the Kiso region departs for Kyoto with his at-

-

tendants. On his way to Kyoto, his group arrives at Awazugahara, located by
Lake Biwa.
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Monk from Kiso and Attendants
Once you start to travel in deep mountains, you do not feel that
they are as deep as you worried. Deep mountains are shallower
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than you anticipated, once you are in the mountains. We shall
start traveling on the Kiso Road in deep mountains.
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Monk from Kiso

The man before you is a Buddhist monk who came from a moun-

AEAS ) WA e idm [ SEO RIESH

tain village in Kiso region. Since I have never seen Kyoto in my life,

one day I made up my mind to do so and departed for Kyoto.
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Monk and Attendants
Changing to traveling attire, we traveled a long distance, passing
through the Kiso region. Climbing the hill of Misaka in Kiso, we
have traveled a long distance, from the day we decided to see
Kyoto. With our transient bodies whose lives might end at any
moment, we passed through Mino and Owari provinces. We were

&
not certain where we could stay every evening and spent night e
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after night at inns. Since we traveled onward this way day after day z
we have already reached the Omi Road. Yes, this is the famous Sea 7>
of Nio (Lake Biwa)! Oh, this is the Sea of Nio.
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Tomoe Story

2. The Woman Appears and Exchanges Words with the Monk

While the monk’s entourage is taking a rest, a woman who is saying some-
thing appears. The monk who sees and wonders why the woman is shedding
tears in front of the shrine talks to her. She tells the monk that the deity
enshrined in the shrine in Awazugahara is Kiso Yoshinaka and asks the monk
to console Yoshinaka’s soul. Before vanishing into the grasses in the dusk, she
reveals that she herself is among the deceased.

Woman How wonderful! The waves of Lake Biwa are very calm now. If I
pray to the deity under the pine trees in Awazugahara, a reward is

certainly promised. How promising!

Since a festival of the deity in Awazugahara is performed today, I
am going to visit there for prayer.

How precious. It reminds me of the past.

Monk It is strange. This woman sheds tears while praying to a deity.
What is troubling her?

Woman Reverend priest, are you speaking of me?

Monk Yes, indeed. I am wondering why you shed tears while praying to
the deity.

Woman Do you wonder about my foolish behavior? I overheard that when
he visited Usa Hachiman Shrine, Monk Gyoky6 read a poem,
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Tomoe Story

Monk

Woman

Monk

Woman

Monk

“Although I am not certain who is enshrined here, the divinity and
dignity of the deity bring tears to my eyes.” (Generally, this poem
is credited to Saigyo.) When the deity heard this poem, he must
have had mercy on Monk Gyokyo. The deity projected his holy
image on the monk’s sleeve. Since then, the deity showed his vow
at Otoko-yama in Kyoto and has been protecting this country.
Even after hearing this story, do you still think I am foolish?

Oh, what a gentle woman you are. This village is not too far from
Kyoto. You must be like the people of Kyoto, who are famous for
their gentleness.

Well, well. May I ask from which province you come, honorable
priest?

I am from a mountain village in Kiso in Shinano Province.

If you are from a mountain village in Kiso, the name of the deity
enshrined in this Awazugahara... you must learn it. Warlord Kiso
Yoshinaka, who was also from the Kiso region where you live,

is enshrined here. You should bend the knee to him, sojourning
priest.

How interesting! Yoshinaka who became a deity is enshrined here.

It is very awesome and wonderful... saying so...
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Tomoe Story

Woman ... facing to the shrine of the deity...

Monk and Woman
... we pray to the deity.

Group Reciters
He is the ancient master whose name is still called. He is my old
master. Master Kiso Yoshinaka, whose name is still remembered,
appeared as a Buddha, became a deity, and vowed to protect this
world. How wonderful his vow is. Traveler, please think of this
opportunity as “lodging together under the same tree representing
our bond preordained in our previous lives.” Stay under this
pine tree tonight and recite a sutra through the night in order to
console the heart of the deity. It is such a precious occasion [that
you encounter the shrine of Kiso Yoshinaka who was from the
same region as you.] This is such a valuable bond.

In time, the dusk approaches. The sun has already set behind the
mountains. A temple tolls a bell for evening. The sound resonates
in the village with the sound of the waves on Lake Biwa. When
the loneliness starts to embrace the surroundings, the woman
announces, “I too am a ghost. If you do not know my name, please
ask the nearby villagers.” With this parting, she walks through

the grass into the twilight. She goes back to the place under a
tombstone.

[Interlude]

3. A Villager Tells Tomoe’s Story to the Monk

A villager living nearby visits the shrine of Awazugahara to pray and meets
the monk. The villager answers the monk’s questions and tells about Lady
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Tomoe, a female warrior who accompanied Yoshinaka. He advises the monk = B ) : o % o = X;
to pray for Lady Tomoe, as the woman the monk has just met would seem to i % V5 = H % g 2 U = ? 2
be her ghost. He then leaves. EN B i ¢ 3 1= iE V)\ z < = J5 | i
#H 2 AN =2 g8 g 7D i) bz
wooTt o oo o MR 2 s 4
4. The Ghost of Tomoe Appears in Armor and Talks to the Monk b ) 7 T B BL = ‘?7{\ & & % ]
ze 5w % % fr 2 C e D i
Wi . Ui L & W o kE#A g T 5
ile the monk is praying for Lady Tomoe, her ghost appears. She reveals ) X X 7 - ~ oo oz 5 .
that she is possessed by her obsession and resentment that she was not e % H o i Hifr Iz B n IR &)
allowed to be at her master Yoshinaka’s side in his very last moments. L A ] 7z = = % = 20)) . %) L
Furthermore, she narrates the story of Kiso Yoshinaka from the moment when A \®) E D A A J’?;E CI e iz "3
he rose up in arms until his death. She then asks the monk and his attendants T < 3)0 ‘(\\ }f_g 21? 7o < %é E 5]3) i
to offer prayers to console Yoshinaka’s soul. % iﬁgz o '[gx_ ;If lg ;‘E £E b7 %
A8 : Hoz< cn 2 A H
Monk and Attendants N N D 9 L 3 e
For our pillow, put the grass moistened by dew drops. We lodge /7\ 7]( JE 1) e ° 24 g P
tentatively in our travel. B e :C_ Iz FF & C B
z [ = Z % S
A Z R n % F :f e
ttendants s o Iz ° B 2
For our pillow, put the grass moistened by dew drops. While we B “<“ N X S (O o
have a short sleep as we are traveling... Jivi N TH: 5 zZ
L B (i I L
Monk and Attendants < D e (&} g "<
The sun has completely set, and night has come. We shall start ik Kl ; ﬂi\ ?ﬂ%
to commemorate the man who sorrowfully left this world here at gj zg 75‘ /S ’i gﬁ;
Awazugahara. We shall commemorate the deceased. D 7% D Eéélu < II:EI
i ] # - 2
Ghost of Lady Tomoe ° ° %f\ il ## 2
A flower falls because it learned the vanity of this world. Flowing ﬁ* 7 X DI 7
water has no heart. It just becomes pure as it flows. With a % {‘;’j »H % lg bk)
perfectly pure heart... i) > EE: %\) N 35
71 : B 5 & %
Reciters What comes around goes around. I am suffering from my sinful 1T L . W % 1Z

deeds and retribution which are caused by my bad karma. Now,
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I escape the karmic retribution and become a Buddha. The merit = = =
of the Law of Buddha leads everything on earth, even grass, trees, o F I 5 B 3 H * R F B O
and the soil, to become a Buddha. Because people have hearts and g B b h Fh H IL» < H < B i l% /N
emotions, they are even more rewarded by the Law served in a T 0 F N = D 3 — = vy oD 3 ]
memorial service which sends the deceased directly on the Path of B % Z 7% A5 2% o % A L ~ +
the Buddha. (The power of the Law of Buddha is marvelous). It is %é % % _Z'):_ ?3;)5 ;:5- :C) if.;. ,EEE"\ % fé\ 11’) )
very reliable. It truly fills me with hope. How precious it is. Vs ,ﬂC 7t %}'%“ i N X ;)) B ';? :,:' jﬁ\ P%)
CiE D 53 A E3 ) A Z 72 2 3
Monk Oh! When I am resting my head on the grass pillow in @ — 1T D L T < 3 35 L X o 3
Awazugahara, what a mystery! I can see the woman whom I met i # T < E3) WD oz B SY)
for a while ago wearing armor. It is truly mysterious. L% E/: = ; l(Z: ' < % i % % 7%3 ;j&z
Z Yo Z i
Tomoe It is not surprising that you wonder at me. My name is Tomoe, and {*} 2 ;h i)i g 7%: f<': % e /73 g?
I am a female warrior. Because I am a woman, I was not permitted z 3 Iz oL e i3 % X
to be at my lord’s side in his final moments. My resentment... 3 >~ L > ° P?[ =3 ") ﬁ%; 2
D # T < A k% N
Monk You are possessed by the obsession and still... & T il S % M L °
wos 2 zH 2 oz
. . . . o oh L Dor L T L
omoe  Iam still closely serving my Lord Yoshinaka... e B 2\ e z <
o B A9 T D £
Monk her resentment still... ¥ D I % Vo
Hoo 7S T2 & T 0
Tomoe  traps me. On this shore washed by rough waves... 2 73_: L: %o 5%\ 2’ A
S i
2 %
Reciters At the wave-washed beach in Awazu, I wanted to die in battle with ‘%‘ fi:g‘ @) % ?;J *f ‘l—%
him and to follow him forever. But because I am a woman, I was L > 2y L D
not allowed to stay with him until the moment of his death. I was H 02 5 ‘Iﬁ 73} 25
abandoned. Alas, I cannot help but feel resentment. Who does not é o) G\_\ CI:\ N 2w
know the order that our flesh should serve to repay kindness and 7;)) l}/) £’y S % 7,&;\ /IE:
life should serve for bonds and moral obligations? As a warrior ° IR 2 Fe é j:‘ B
who holds a bow made of a white spindle tree, who does not & v h 2 Iz 5 \ {é
bravely face the last moment of life and try to achieve a feat and B ° % it \z ViN ;CLE
leave a name with fame? = nZ N 2| = LN
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Lady Tomoe describes how she fought the last battle with Yoshinaka in detail.
Due to orders from Yoshinaka, she could not die with him. She narrates that

[
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after she bade farewell to the deceased Yoshinaka, who lost his life on the

&

battlefield, she took his kimono and short sward to remember him by and

<
1%

o

escaped alone to the Kiso region. She requests the monk to pray for her who
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When Lord Yoshinaka departed for battle from Shinano Province, g ?g {% ﬁ
he led over 50,000 mounted warriors. He lined up his mounted X - 2k 1)) B OO L ¥ o X %
warriors and led them in attacking his enemy. He served with T g: W = B 2 D) 3 < HY
distinction on the battlefields at Mount Tonami, at Kurikara Pass, Z oo oM HA W o R L\ LW 5 #® %’
and in Shiho and acquired fame for himself. No one could compare D D\ ‘= i)\ ZE % g_g\ ll)) 5 o fif i2y
with him. He never behaved inferior to anyone. It is all because he Ji {?Ja o £ 72 “&, Z ? W % A
was eager for people of later ages to speak highly of him P < . D SR Bl 2 L DD 7")_) &
ger for peop ges to speak highly of him. & DD . = T I O =
itk (LRI = ¥ T % I g o b R <
Tomoe  However, when the moment came... MQ 5 B A D ¥ L 5l ES w < B B 553
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Reciters ...his fortune deserted him. There was no way for him to draw his af {\; M2 % 5 b ,,9): S T ﬁ’ﬁ fii Iz
zelkova bow. There was no place for him to retreat. He was killed 7 #, I n o~ b L“; B e
, n 7 D 72 b 5 4 1l H
at Awazuno whose shore was washed by waves and disappeared Iy ke ] o N ° 7 A >
as dew and frost on a field of grass. It is this very place. Honorable % <+ g Zz B R H g i)
priest, you are from the same region he was from. Please pray for B % 2 D 5 M = %
his soul. V? e iy é pilA @IL] Iz 7%
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is obsessed by the sense of guilty. She then leaves the place. D
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Reciters  Now, could you please tell us the last moments of Lord Yoshinaka D #
who was killed at the battle in Awazuno? Vo B % ‘Eg’
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Tomoe It was in January (according to the lunar calendar). Because of the
weather at that time... ilT_i Bz oz Bz 2 H Bz Y5 hH b = ]
oA k5 YR L%EC ELSLTH
Reciters  as the snow remained in patches, he misunderstood that it was a L % L w > L D » 7 F FE ° J): % 7 i 125
path. He rode his horse toward the beach and let the horse decide T H b T g ? 3 é Y E 7 z?‘ o7 H
the way to escape. However, he and his horse ran into a deep A /% ié) ® E 751 ) ’)\ & J%& T b L T % Iﬁ
N . Bt ok E R % B2 A S A e
muddy field which was covered with thin ice. His armor sunk in % A ) oM oz L < I ¢ D JE&
- )| — "
the mud on both sides and he could not reach firm ground. He I oEe > 5 ZF hi 4 ,15 O F ow F Y P oz 9
clutched the reins and whipped the horse, but it could not move. W b e i I Al 1 G o oD 3 bk H
He could do nothing. He had his back against the wall. Why did it < S =3 N E & % 2 ¥ b 15 SRV A °
happen? It was so surprising. % dl;) ﬁ%{ v ) % ;\é g‘i éF f\) &‘ g{\ T 1;3 ;)‘ ?j% < Z
< £ & B S Ko D
. 2 5 5 k A S R =2 > N9 3 iR
I rushed on horseback to my lord Fo see after him and found thfit he woE SE 9 T 2 2 L D0 % T b %E D AN
was severely wounded. I offered him another horse, followed him 2 1T ¢ S oo S ] NP /N H L & W % D
under this pine tree, and encouraged him to kill himself soon, as I K » o X X T O =)\ 7% F (\ H x
would also kill myself to follow him. Then, Lord Yoshinaka told me Q h &F & 2'9_[(: H, e BB - 9 N {5
that I must manage to bear the shame and find a way of surviving 37'% vp & Z L v ZLS (] 7z n ?5 i \0) w
: . . L X Hh T o T X & W OBk oIT 7o M o JE Z
as [ am a woman. Take this amulet and kimono to Kiso. He said if I L2 — 75 13 Bz B S e T3 =
disobeyed his order, he would terminate the bond of our relation- D A L > = OfE O it g F ¥ v K =
ship, which had been promised to last in our previous, this and the F o2 9 23 v [l D 1 B L N (I NS
next lives, and would not forgive me for eternity. Tomoe could do %ﬁ < é’_\ E v o2 Iz J:\ B T G 7w o ¢k é
nothing but become choked with tears. i X L 7:3? j( 7 ¢ ) <\\ T Z 9
PERCEE- AN 5 b By éﬁ@%%
Then, when I stood up in front of my lord and looked around, tE ZC) ;&J g }% = ;l(h S % ) L \’73
| | SEE R N U 47 B 30
many enemies surrounded us. Oh, Look! That is Tomoe, the female Y3 T 12 ¢ 5 & 5 7 o F %
warrior! Do not fail in this chance to kill her! Do not allow her HOE X O o w o AL < Z S: A X
to escape! Shouting so, they came after me. Lady Tomoe judged I x> 2 T < b ‘3\ Y, & L e AL
that she could not run away even if she retreated. Now, she was TK: g U 5 < . 0> - EE X.\ F i)i B T <
delighted to fight this battle. I am ready! Lady Tomoe calmly made )T & 60 3‘:0) < = b op i L5
"o P L B SR i PET /= S s
a decision, pulled her long-handled sword closer to her body, and WO L v | ST 2 b n E o\ E
pretended that she was little frightened so that her enemies would V& % /Iﬁj w ol H B’ = 7 8B ;C) L 3 ° 6\
come closer to her. Since the eager enemy tried to take the chance 5 ﬁ 3 A i Iz 1'_H: ~ i 7 73} Y
and to cut her down, Lady Tomoe extended her long-handled 5 K %5 BH 45 » W o b v 5 8 b ik
sword and destroyed the surrounding foe. She fought against them
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using the technique of slashing at enemies in all directions and of
swiftly using her sword. As she fought and downed enemies like

= T -
a stormy wind causes flowers to fall one after another, her op- ?) ﬂ?( E % % {CL é ;é /C%j\: 2 ?j C,]>):
ponents were one-sidedly attacked and slashed, and they ran away. 7- g; D = "N K 2 e Tz
They ran so far away that she could no longer see them. They ran (VPR N /) B P v S =S Al ¢ n <k
so far away that she could no longer see them. fe %2 fh v &% 13 % B\ Z ES A
Tomoe  The time has come. %‘L b\ ‘(\ % I o r B J: bi\ I
Ly N

Reciters  The time has come. When she returned to the side of her lord % K i D gi ‘ 2 §‘ ?L oy 3 %
under the pine tree, sadly enough he had already killed himself B L1 N I o 7o b 7> g
and lay dead. Placed next to his head were his kimono and amulet. oo i 75: > E )& ° @ ﬁ 2
Lady Tomoe in tears picked them up, bade farewell to the body of b<) H ;OC: E;E EJRON !’:_.‘, t & CS 7z
her beloved lord, and attempted to leave. Her feet however would 7 Jk\ H X ;L% % % ;j)ﬂ E‘ % %
not move, because she was so struck by grief. She could not handle I R L B L % B oor K Z A
her feelings of missing Yoshinaka. However, she could not violate wor oI ?\ X S L o # A
his will. Soaked in grief, she stopped by the beach of Awazu, cut EQE S 7% £l A L J:\\ [ ﬂ < H
the belt on her armor, took the armor off, and put them on the '&; E fé £a E?é X g %JE[; @\ 7% %
ground serenely. She also left her nashiuchi-eboshi headdress Hoz T % ;g % L . -
somewhere. She now wore the kimono that was her memento of Ty e 7c )= T 5 2 B ° it
Yoshinaka. Hidden in her attire was his small sword, which he held oo /N I} 1z ‘;)‘ 5 5F b h
until his last moments. She wore a sedge rain hat made in the style S }\\ % g VA 2 & D L VA
of Shigaraki in this Omi Province. Allowing tears alone to follow ﬁ . % il 5 el El % < S
her, Lady Tomoe escaped to the village of Kiso. Please pray for this ¢ % & U % L 05) I7§; %)\ ;L
soul who is obsessed with this regret and sense of guilty. Please 7 ) \z ( N ?é) 2 n o <
pray that I may be released from my obsession. :CS 0 Igt\ é. fu g N T H 3k
N Z N p >
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Tomoe

Synopsis

When a Buddhist monk from Kiso passes through
Awazugahara by Lake Biwa on his way to Kyoto, he
encounters a woman who has come to pray at a shrine but
is shedding tears. Thinking this is strange, the monk asks
the reason why she cries. The woman cites an old poem to
explain that it is not unusual to shed tears in front of deities,
and as soon as she learns that the monk is from Kiso region,
she tells him that the deity enshrined in Awazugahara is
Kiso Yoshinaka (Minamoto no Yoshinaka, 1154-1184), who
was a warlord of the Minamoto clan from the Kiso region
and had distinguished achievements in the war. After she
recommends the monk to commemorate Yoshinaka’s soul,
she reveals that she is a ghost and disappears in the air.

The monk hears from a villager, who comes to pray,
the story concerning Yoshinaka and Lady Tomoe. His story
reinforces the belief that the woman the monk met was the
ghost of Lady Tomoe.

That night, as he is chanting a Buddhist sutra for the
deceased, the ghost of the woman appears in full armor. She
informs him that she is the ghost of Lady Tomoe and says
that she is obsessed by resentment because she could not
die with her master Yoshinaka. She vividly describes the last
moment of Yoshinaka and how she lived after his death. The
ghost of Lady Tomoe then leaves after requesting the monk
to pray to save her from the obsession.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

When you hear about a woman who races across
battlefields on horseback, you probably imagine a tough,
brave female warrior. However, this Noh drama portrays
Lady Tomoe as a woman who yearned for and loved her
master, Kiso Yoshinaka, with all her heart and expressed her
sincere love straightforwardly and earnestly. Although her
power and toughness on the field of battle are overwhelming
and even demonic, they rather emphasize her deep love for
Yoshinaka.

This drama begins quietly and expresses things
indirectly in the first half. The atmosphere however changes
dramatically in the second half when the chorus mixes
tsuyogin (‘strong song’ or powerful, louder chants) and
yowagin (‘weak song’ or complicated and more melody-
oriented chants) and alternates between fast and slow tempo
in wonderful, widely diverse chanting. The shite, or leading
actor, does not move ostentatiously in this drama. The shite
does not perform any remarkable dances, except performing
some special movements, but rather performs short,
sophisticated movements, which embody the nature of Noh
dramas. All of these movements passionately describe Lady
Tomoe’s sorrowful fate and heart, and her various emotions
vividly and poignantly touch the hearts of the audience.

It is interesting that in this piece, Tomoe always evokes
tears regardless of the level of skill of the performer.
Although the degree that the performance gets to your
heart changes from actor to actor, the performances of a
master, a youthful, developing performer, or an amateur
Noh performer struggling to chant in suutai and rengin will
all move the audience. Especially, if you learn how to chant
and are able to chant this piece, you cannot help but feel
the sorrow of Tomoe sharply within yourself. This is a truly
powerful piece. It is therefore extremely fortunate if you
encounter a performance of Tomoe performed by a skillful
Noh master.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject

Season
Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five

The second group Noh, shura-mono

Unknown

The Tale of the Heike, Genpei Josui-ki (The Story of the Rise and Fall
of Genji and Heike Clans), etc.

Spring (January in the lunar calendar)

Awazugahara in Omi Province

Mae-shite Village Woman

Nochi-shite  Lady Tomoe

Waki Traveling Monk

Waki-tsure Attendants (two)

Ai Villager

Mae-shite 26, Ko-omote, Wakaonna, Magojiré, or Fukai

Nochi-shite  Masukami, Z6, or Magojird

Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (band for a wig), karaori
(a short-sleeved kimono outer robe worn by female
characters), kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono,
worn as the innermost layer of the costume of a
female character), and a fan.

Nochi-shite nashiuchi-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress for

warriors), kazura, kazura-obi, kuro-tare (a black wig
with hair extending slightly longer than the
shoulder), a white headband, karaori worn in
Tsuboori style, kitsuke / surihaku, hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi (belt), a sword, a
long-handled sword. (Later, wears shiro-neri kosode
(a type of kimono made of white silk) or
mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono) and
holds a small sword and a sedge rain hat)

Waki sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime (short-sleeved
kimono with no pattern, worn as the innermost
layer of the costumes of male characters of lesser
standing), koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer

beads.
Waki-tsure Similar to waki
Ai Tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata

Number of scenes Two

Length

About 1 hour and 10 minutes

http://wWwww.the-noh.com
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