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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story
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1. The Dancer and Her Retainers Left to Visit Zenko-ji Temple
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The dancer, who is nicknamed Hyakuma-yamamba and is popular in Kyoto,
decided to visit Zenko-ji Temple for prayer and departs with her retainer and

servants.

Retainer and Servants
I rely on the light of virtue, which leads us to the Pure Land. I rely
on the light of virtue which leads us to the Pure Land. We shall
visit the Zenko-ji Temple (the temple of the light of virtue), the
temple of Amitabha Buddha.
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Retainer [ am a man living in Kyoto. And, the lady here is Hyakuma-
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yamamba, a renowned dancer. Let me tell you the origin of her
name. She created a kusemai (storytelling with dance) and sang
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the song which portrays the scenes of a Yamamba (mountain
crone) who journeys around mountains. Because of this song,
young men in Kyoto call her Hyakuma-yamamba. Since she
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desires to visit Zenko-ji Temple for prayer, I follow her, and we
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hurry to Shinano Province.
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Retainer and Servants
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Departed from Kyoto, aboard the boat from the rippled Shiga Bay,
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we travel, embracing the heart with growing longing. Crossing the Vs #H
Mount Arachi after the boat trip, our sleeves wet are in spattered 06) Q
dew drops when we crossed Tamae Bridge. Thinking of the < © %"
continuing trip on the road in Ecchit and Echigo, our destination j_ 2
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is still far away.
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Pass”], and Agero Pass [“Top Pass”], and explains that Agero Pass is the most blessed and

Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story I\,__’E\l e ég i‘—{ ag %E %
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Passing Shiogoe where waves go over the top of trees, passing ’ & ié_( t: )3;
near Shiogoe where waves go over the top of trees, we continue ¥ N gé _" = Iz D < 7 R
our journey while enjoying the view of pines of Ataka which are L 7 A ® 5‘) ;E V) B oo Vi
veiled in an evening haze. We come to steep Mount Tonami, ;k i Zl[[ E 5 £ "< JII HE 5 {_}5‘5
the mountain that is as sharp as the sword of Amitabha Buddha 70 Iz * % jj: 3)\ I I iE 57
which slashes sins of an ever-lasting, doleful self. Hurried by N i 7D o B = i O &b\\ O
line cloud - ) H X X = % Vo g
swelling clouds, we travel on the Mikoshiji road, leading us to the =k il u’a} G D e A
provinces of Echizen, Eccht and Echigo. When we ask the name N 1T Iz ¥t =D Yz R
of a village at the edge of Eccha Province, here we are is called ) H gf k] D =) Z N
Sakaigawa. This name lets us know that Kyoto is already far away. ES) 1?1,? bgl 1‘% % % ”I % % 1‘%
Now we have arrived in Sakaigawa. We have arrived in Sakaigawa. J/sﬂ AN 7%) Z 0 g %: 7% v g-z
Retainer Since we traveled in a hurry, we have already arrived in Sakaigawa ¥ 8 B h - 13 >
which is located in the border between Ecchii and Echigo prov- T 5 L 1;?— < °n M|
inces. We stay here for a while and ask someone for the condition °on V I A HR
of the road towards Zenko-ji Temple from here. 7; ES é’;
fc L =
‘ . . . & & I
The retainer calls out a local person and asks him the way to Zenko-ji Temple. The villager ;_% .,>) n
tells him three options, Kami-michi Pass [“Upper Pass”], Shimo-michi Pass [“Lower > ° -
&
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illuminated way because Amitabha Buddha passed this road, but this is a very steep pass so el % M T

it has to be traveled on foot. The retainer conveys the information to the dancer. II%J i S ) Yo
b iz = B 4
D h 2 ~
Dancer (Hyakuma Yamamba) ?‘% i > . %E )
Truly, I am always told that the Western Pure Land of Amitabha < & % s X et

5
Buddha exists billions of miles away. Since we were advised that N iR & n 1z
this is the shortest way to be welcomed by Amitabha Buddha, we % j—; % " %) #H
Z )

shall climb that Mount Agero. 2 g A 5 7 E{
7 % s L%
R . i X D N
This journey is a pilgrimage. Whichever way we take, we shall Hz L ) Vo W D
leave our coach here and travel bare footed. Please guide us to the < X kS o) O

£ 3) (& o
temple. 5 i b iy %
H 17
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The retainer asks the villager to act as their guide, and the dancer and her attendants travel

the Agero Pass with the guide. While traveling, the villager says the sun has suddenly set.
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The villager passes on the message to the retainer that the woman offers them lodging. He

then recedes.

Woman  This place is called Mount Agero, a remote place, far from any
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Retainer It is indeed strange. Although it is still the middle of the day, the & JLJ/: ;’) ; ? - )g;r
—
sun has suddenly set. What shall we do? B < o8 3 Ok 1z 4 I & X B
[ > = N -
B o 2L T D % <o R
The retainer asks the villager whether there is any lodging nearby, but the villager answers N *L 1% % N ‘{ﬁ 73 E 73} H b i Z:
4- > > A)
that there is not. (This conversation is sometimes inserted before the retainer’s previous Z D J: = Mﬁ A D i’l\ 2 E ‘&t ) H
comment.) g8 E % z D T oz 7= %= (/3; L %m\
‘SN TR T
1 — > . R 7 & >
L o T ) z Y < = DT
2. Woman Speaks to the Party D) % (A B iz o — < 1 T <
B 2 i g 2 LK
A woman in late middle age speaks to the party and offers accommodation & 3 & % i E_': B f =4
for the night. After leading them to her small house, the woman reveals that :C\ 7{): %E g S F}g Z) g) g
she is a real mountain crone and requests the dancer to recite her kusemai, = ¢ c t % 2 == o fi
which portrays the mountain crone herself. When the frightened dancer W o) EDY V) r ¥ g}{ 3
o £
begins the song, the woman holds her back and suggests she waits until the F X x 7 BH T LY oy
woman comes back in the middle of the night in her genuine form. Then, the g lif) 2 ]:i/ > g 7
woman vanishes. B L S )
=1 + = g S A =
N ° < % —_
: o J: ».
Woman Excuse me, but the travelers over there, I am willing to offer a CEI S iz %E EI:‘
place to stay for you. Please, come with me. i) =t ﬁ <
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villages. The sun has already set. Please make yourself comfort- N =
able for the night at my humble place. i l%
%l X
Retainer O, it is such a delightful offer. Because it turned dark suddenly, I 9 :
8 Y ¢ 2 4T
we were bewildered. Shall we go now? it
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone ffered you lodging tonight. Could . fa] 5 R ilgé gl% < % %2’}\ = fif jﬂﬁ F:Cﬂ fd T
I offere ? This is 5] YW H L 5
ial reason why in crone for me D P D B » B
I have a specia f the mountain for- 4 & E ) L % % ¢
Woman ite a part of the song o ill give me an un k& D . — B o B
you recite a p . d your performance w I want to i) < 1% = % j— j‘ E,ﬁ %) < H = Z
-held wish, and y ral life. Because 2 il fa A b w T H n
my long ory of my ru dging. By Sy g 5 A £ J L
. laceable mem d vou lo ging &: o o % ;\\ Zw II:EI A
gettable, 1}r1rep(:1cg I made the sun set and offered y FE'\ VAS % ren g Yox E Z ? ﬂ/) iz L ; ) é
i to the song, . vy B e % oy v 7
lllsltrer?eans please sing the song for me ZZ”% D % #oE 5 ljz ;}% 2 ;C) 7% é) L %%
a ’ do you o - [} % : % -
ion. Well, who - =z el 3 ° F
just heard an unexpected confessio her to recite a part of ;f‘-; & ﬁ, s ? é A > z 3 7 =
iner Ihave just he e you requesting mA D 72 T < ﬁy’\ 75’: - o L
Retaine hink this lady is and why are y e ° L BH O\ n & g ERR% ? &
nK \ H = z e
:hl: mountain crone song? here L W " D BH OZD) 0%) ﬁ E3 g E gi 70
, ide? The lady over ther, < > X 3 S k) .
1l. What are you trying to hide inning of the song D g ﬁ l[%l » %’: T g_ % J:o Iz g) ﬁ
an  Well, well, well. mamba. At the beginn d the PR T b -7 4 c #E
Wom is indeed that Hyakuma Ya rtrayed as circling roun 7 % 3 Y~ 7 Zz A4l
1S 1 . eis po d Wrong— N A X o o o N 7,_
(shidai), the mountain cfror: and dragged by goodness anba derived 3 75)§ % & Al Hojg % X H ;g g
tain dragging her fee , Hyakuma Yamam 5 A ) 9 & Iy %
moun interesting! Her nickname, yd u recognize who the > 2 n WV @ %})j E ‘(\ % ) U;
ness. How inter: So, how do yo he real = ¥ . AN
. formance. X an the = < IJI_] - - 6
from this kusemai pef: (: Do you think what kind of wom om) b V> % 2 g) ‘“; - S H &
true mountain crone is? 1 2 ¥ Lz ﬁE B 5) ¥+ & 3
tain crone is? .. T; ")\\ ER E L é.J/ 5 5 T % 2
moun s an evil woman living \’{_l: i)i ° % T h D > 6 T
; trays the mountain crone a i\gi\l\ = L CL_ % 7.:7 ﬁ L ‘a‘
Retainer  The kusemai portray F L1 &Xi D %z z D
e monniain 't it? Whether she is an B3 }% % 3)0 g; tl\ B}_ﬁ g‘: E' %
means a female ogre, doesn’ t1 ‘1 ? in the mountain, o = 3 - L % - i
man  The evil woman if it portrays a woman dwelling b s < £ = B ) Ci‘ 7
Wo e or a human, if it po L 7 VwoE L [J_] E; & "
ogreor ho I am. Iz 8 EQtl| i IR~
it describes who of the moun- g 5 TR T % A I (e
d have performed the song llest amount 7> vy kool VC) H D 5 i
Although you created an never pay even the smalle the v ~ e @ lf; ) T nh %
, you on >
tain crone for many years, for me less than a dew drop 7 2 2 &IJ%J 2 ]
ttention to me. You care } bout it. g jF.L\ %
of a I visit you today to complain a s D
grass. I visi
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story

Xt
s
Xt
3

You acquired expertise in dancing and shot to fame. Thanks to

this song, you attained glory, luck and happiness in this world.

o

bad might happen to myself, I humbly pitch my voice to the ap-
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propriate tone for the moment and begin stepping. Then...
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Woman  Wait for a while. Since I have waited so long for this wonderful
occasion, we shall wait until the sun sets and the moon rises. If

IS P

you sing the song with the voice like a clear moon, I will show you

my true form. Look, the evening moon is going to be covered by
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Therefore, if you offer a prayer for me, play music and dance, and S g 71'?) ® é\ %) 5‘) :L_‘ Té 1'? x E Tf E( 1’%‘ E
conduct a Buddhist memorial service with that music, I must be % S n5 iz 7 'y v & l;—) 7%'—? /% -
able to bail out of the wheel of transmigrations, return to my true X 4 H < NS ° % ZS 5 = T E 5
nature, and go to Amitabha’s Land of Utmost Bliss. Z)_\ ﬁ DB ‘é‘_h E g:o: D f@ 3 5 L LI
B 23 X fF o a1 ik S i3 T %
The demonic spirit of the mountain crone in Mount Agero, where ﬁ ?ﬂi ;_) ::9 );b%'; 72) ;‘: f@ 75 % 2— z g :Ia
birds and beasts cry in the evening, visits you now to complain n N ;‘S g Y B t; - Z (0 ;g O =
; . FH - =
about it. 13 T % u Iz Wt o T 7z D 6:0 w o %
k3 Sk > KD T ¥ [ LY — 8
Retainer [ have just heard a strange confession. You say that the real moun- < 7 Z ¥ ffi ¥ th 7z V R o v
tain crone came here, don’t you? 3 J:o < \C —_— 2 < 3 D IZ
% o o gf% 3 e S
= D N
Woman I have traveled around mountains in provinces. I appear here today E_ "j‘f I;E)lﬁ ;% % EI > % zbj»
o -
in order to listen to the merit of my name. Please sing the song and & 7 D 2 s = % T
clear me of my delusion. 5 X oL 5 2 J; [
éz 2 1w L 3k g 75
Dancer I am frightened to decline her request. With a fear that something {J': 7 E%X EC 70% %)
b
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clouds. - i il =
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In the deep mountain it becomes dark immediately after the sun Z 7 7bi
sets. k &
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story B]% H uw % 7% ? i’ - = |¥| b
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Reciters In the deep mountain where it becomes dark immediately after :lg'% % é n $ qg‘! CE %)ﬁ ,:g ly}
. —
the sun sets, clouds cast the shadow. If you sing the song of the Uy A oo £ OE = Yool o=
mountain crone with sincerity all night, I will show myself and D s | D R F OE KW H 5 O
imitate your dance to dance with you. Saying so, the woman e I n mw IS RCE 7)) i 2w 0O RN
vanishes right away. The woman disappears into thin air. ¥ 2 3 D T K 2 &L WwoF
Z ol SR/ % ¥ H oo 7
[Interlude] L'y % L AR e
EA T D c Lt L T fii x
= i oS5 ER A
% ARG | o
3. The Villager Talks about the Mountain Crone Iz g EH 5 ° N 7o * w 1z
[ >y iy A v
m How B it & L b 3%
The villager appears before the group and says that although he thought the ) % ?_i OE) 75% n > ;-t El 12
N N > N
sun has already set, it is like the day breaks again, and the sun still sits high i % o = ‘%, ')\ R %)
in the sky. He thinks it is truly strange. When the retainer inquires about th T i 5 W
in the sky. He thinks it is truly strange. en the retainer inquires about the P H 7 [[ oL T 2z B '
mountain crone, the villager explains that the mountain crone is assembled @ 5 3 Iz B X 5 iF it
from various objects, including the metal instrument hung at the eaves of % oo D D 9 = W Iz
shrines, acorns, walnuts, toadstool, and kudzu vines. He introduces stories {}g éc iy i % WoTC I - 7 5
that a wooden door (or a female ogre) creaks in mountains and yam potatoes, L % &> il T R 7 & Vol
| " , ! T T o0 o
which are called Tokoro or ‘wild old man, cry. He then disappears after T 2 W Hk w5 T i n
advising that they will be able to see the true form of the mountain crone if %) 9 ) A -~ N L HoP 0>
they sing a phrase of her song. i) é 1h EE =R ¥ 2 N Z)S
< SR S D IC I S
5 JEE LY Do
4. The Mountain Crone Appears Iz B N w5 v o“-\ I %
[J_l < 72 Em Fﬁ Z *.L\ ViR
SR N Z b iy
In the middle of the night when the moon lights the sky. When the dancer % L L 5 Iz %
prepares to perform kusemai, following the request of the female ogre, the g 7 g‘\\ iz 7 zZ % <
3 ) ~ —~
mountain crone appears in her anomalous form. She describes the scenery of ﬂ;} 2 z D Hi N
deep, steep mountains. 05 i% Va8 % E[ i L\ Z
s i N 3
% %ﬁ 72 =3 i ?‘EE E\'
T k 0 <
I 72 7 ol )\ ? \%‘; L
X 7 e v X T o
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story l[%l 7 ;ZIJ;;ZI . g
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Dancer  Because I am so astounded at the mysterious event, I cannot fg i
believe wha7t I ha\‘/e just experienced at all. But I try t.o ‘follo“.r the o > — (] T A= 2 ¥ wobH
female ogre’s advice, and when I play a flute harmonizing with the D A { 3 ¥ D FH % % b wE o & r ¥
breeze traveling in pine trees, o 7 H A 7= ST D € S N 7 W & 9D
4 %1 LT S AR SR 1N R (o)
Retainer When she plays a flute with the sound of pine trees, the clear ES I Ly~ AT 5 T L )\ < K E{)_ \ ?;
sound of flute travels far away. In the clear water of a mountain b i)i E il < jé? PN e J:o 2 i i ';‘\
L . . iy 5 LR A X & W JEL G
stream, the moon reflects its image like the cup used in the party L A 1= A ARV D % X
of streaming water, which was described in a poem where I 7= D 2 I < 9 A VA r m s
interrupted the cup floating in the stream. This is a deep mountain D H < o) e 2y o { i 9 H: b A
where the moon and voice are clear and pure. We are in the deep 732 < é < ?\ ] < YA ck\ ZAS Cji Lk:-‘ 4
mountain where the moon and voice are clear and pure. = o I z f.é 1% _SL H oL
tr 7 e = < #i H B Z AR
. T 8 S > we o WK
Mountain Crone ’ﬁ ~ 7;‘5 5 1+ o % 2 zélz Lj; A4
Oh, how terrible, what a deep gorge. Oh, how overwhelming, % =) A o HWHOEE ° fh X o
what a deep gorge. The demonic spirit hitting his own bones at a Hl Zb: 2L E w H fi ’ th
graveyard weeps and holds a grudge against the wrongful deed he - 'E’% R é “% N ) i ey K
conducted in his previous life. An inhabitant of heaven who offers Z‘; 4 g cf:t !t% f‘% );_E)l ;;E ?
flowers to her own tomb at a graveyard is sincerely delighted at her S F ’b“; S5 ° A W% H
right act, which led her to the Pure Land. Well, nothing actually ° T S EE Ao Z
separates right from wrong. Whatever I blame, whatever I am K Vo % B X b % VAS
pleased at, it does not mean anything. All things are indicated in ES %O b ~ ° Z) i:f \a
front of myself. The rapid stream runs endlessly, and the rugged < I3 :;% [ﬁ\:l x ® 7 v
rocks are towering. 7J(o H 'EST LR ] *L
. A
Mountain, more mountain. lé) How % % r i
x n e o0 TP 8
< T >z c A D)
[iroe (‘movements’) |[tachimawari (‘walk around’)] - © % \%‘, \é_:, 3.): \/) E'p
: A % M PO 5
In some schools, yamamba slowly goes into the stage. s D X Iz T 4 2
o S v A A % i
Who is the skillful artisan who scraped this green mossy rock? 1 ° 3 5 5 AL Z
Water, more water. Whose workshop dyed the pool of water such D IO (O N0 7] ZAS

an exquisite sapphire blue?
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story Ll g pu‘% g y”;iz i L g ;!IJ% g
Dancer  How horrible! From behind the mountains where thickly growing

trees interrupt the view of the moon, the woman shows her fﬁj A E; §E X EE B2 Tl $ % %

7 2 ey

extremely unusual facial expression. Are you the mountain crone Iz o D \z T X 13 Y9 4 ®+ H

who visited us earlier? % X " % B B il 3% 7% Iz % A

Z ¥ L 5 D 2 no 2 3 D

Mountain Crone J} 0 % n & ‘JE 1 = < 7D bi\ 5

N, Y, T 7z 7% 1% 9 F EE ® L

You must know who I am already because of what I implied earlier. 2 H " L Iz 52 3 2 N

Please do not be afraid of me. 7 T ) i T A IZ L D °

B 2w Cox L & A

Dancer  Iam frightened at meeting the mountain crone, but I am going %) X S D = 3 S

to follow what she says. Looking at the figure appearing out of L W L\ o £ < /%4

the darkness, although she looks like a human and speaks human v g n 72 ©ox

PR ’ g yooKk 5 ox

words, % 'S 75% E W

N by o

Mountain Crone = 5 oy

her grey hair is bushy, and... = b VR

i s %L 2

Dancer  her eyes shine like stars. 0?.'. %7) s {07)7[%

L H R

Mountain Crone X T il

Talking about the color of her face... 9 L (=

£k X

Dancer it looks like red lacquer... o 70 b\

H

no B 0)

Mountain Crone n ;% L

like a pug-ugly tile decorating the eaves. oD ';i =

Dancer  Her terrible face I see for the first time in my life tonight... X =3

n : ®

“ D

Mountain Crone % a) BA

what I can compare with it? % %: D)
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preaches the principle of Buddha’s Law, and dances. While showing the
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story
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Mountain Crone and Dancer % le % éz—
In ancient time, o liF N2
i bz b 3 # WO o® R
N N T - D
Reciters  in the rainy night when a demon ate the woman in one gulp, in the L ML N5 b Ly N B O
rainy night when a demon ate the woman in one gulp, the legend X 0:\ A ) -3 L & 2 o
says that the thunder rumbled loudly and horrified people. Tonight kR R Z 10% L WoHE L~
reminds me of that legendary night. Like that lady in the story »3 — ?{i)k D % B * J:o U [ EE
L i . — D 8% 72 E] g 2
of the rainy night, I might be eaten by a demon. I am ashamed if i s L 0 % n n 7
people rumor that I am eaten by a demon. I am ashamed if I am D 13 w3 g lb E U m
rumored so. X L ° td 9] S 2 T
) 3 H H :é * oo 4
= D i 3 ok %
5. The Mountain Crone Recites, Dances, and Preaches 2\ E% 53 51; 2 T\ & %
i > [
Nl pI] oo 2 >
The mountain crone encourages the dancer to sing the kusemai of the moun- H Ee e 7 5 7
tain crone right now. Then, she speaks of her journeys around the mountains, i ) I F CC; g
z
D
ES
>
1T
/i
Al
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SETMB O FET OMAHN TOTHIONTETDHH ST | SRO%H
B EESTR U U THRCEE RO 4B S BBESRETR

scenes of her mountain journeys again, she disappears. SEI L ES 9
X E 4> )
. 7z NeA 2 - W ch
Mountain Crone ¢ 'y 7- 5 ‘b‘—t‘ HH
- )
A moment in the spring night is more precious than money be- ° X A JiN 5~
cause the pure fragrance of flowers embraces the air and the dimly ° Iz g 5 [
hazy moon is the light in the sky. My wish has come true tonight. = JiR 7> X D
I regret to waste even a moment tonight since I requested the lady Y - L n w
. . ?é f: |73 c,—
whom I met by chance to sing the song. Please sing the song now. e - e ZDO -
7 it )
Dancer  Truly, I will not decline your request at this point. In the mountain D > H H =
with the unspeakable view, [E3 N 0; * |
< 2l 5 2 g
Mountain Crone i - Z A [§§]
. ES Z 5 %
a cuckoo has a sharp cry and flies away. L D n - D
X % ror B
-
IJ_I 0) 6 Flilij ~N
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story

Dancer  Use the sound of a waterfall to resemble that of hand drums,

Mountain Crone
swirling the elegant white sleeves,

Dancer  we shall dance like falling snowy white plum flowers.

Mountain Crone
Everything...

Dancer  indicates Buddha’s Law,

Mountain Crone
don’t you think so?

Reciters  For the mountain crone who is confused and occupied by the
thought of rightness and wrongness, for the mountain crone
who is confused and occupied by the thought of rightness and
wrongness, it is torturous to journey around the mountains.

By the way, mountains are formed from accumulated dust and
mud and grow for thousands of miles, becoming a peak covered
by clouds. Oceans are formed from the collection of dew drops
on moss and become a vast body of water embracing big waves.

Mountain Crone
The sound hollowly spreading in the gorge becomes an echo
traveling over the top of the trees.

Reciters It will bring you an opportunity to listen to the silent voice which
you can listen in your enlightened heart. An ancient wise woman
desired to stay in a gorge where her voice did not echo. Is this
the reason why she wanted it?
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story

Mountain Crone

Reciters

Particularly, my mountain house is located high in the mountain
and is close to the ocean. It looks at a deep gorge and hears the
sound of a distant mountain stream.

In front of my eyes, sea water is filling the ocean. The moon
casts the light of verities which guides me to the truth. Pines
in the peak tower behind my house. Winds break my dream of
everlasting peace.

Mountain Crone

Reciters

“Since the world is well-governed, a whip punishing criminals
decayed and transformed itself into fireflies and flew away.

A hand drum which was hit at the time of court appeals has not
been used for a long time and is now covered by moss. Its sound
does not surprise birds any longer.” It just looks like the scenery

portrayed in this poem.

In the mountain where I do not have a marker to know distance,
a cuckoo cries a lonesome tone. When its voice penetrates my
heart, the wood-cutting sound echoes and increases the serenity
in the mountain. The peak embodying the verity rises in order
to show us the heart of bodhisattvas who pursue the highest
wisdom. The deep valley representing the unfamiliarity with the
verity shows bodhisattvas’ mercy for saving all creatures. Their
mercy reaches to the very bottom of the earth. No one knows
where [ as a mountain crone was born, and I have no designated
place to stay. I simply follow the flow of clouds and water and

visits any deep bosom of a mountain.

Mountain Crone

It’s because I am not a human, ...
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story o yu%il o pl‘g o
Reciters  Although I secluded my cloudlike deluded self, I now transform

myself, changes my true nature temporarily. By concentrating, 1} s T B2 oo % i, e [T TN T 7 W O

now I appear as a female ogre in front of you. However, when we ] e 52 9 1 ¥ b D e ) o % T

think that rightness and wrongness possess the same nature, just H gl 22NN 2= & h o Z éE z R ;

as the verity of shikisoku-zeki (What exists in material form is % i3 }_) b & A b\ ﬁﬁ\ EF;EI‘ LD D L

devoid of substantiality), the laws in the world exist because of ‘?)‘ % é % 37% 7%: % ﬁ‘;) Qz 7.,:) % ?: % § 7%3 ,:)

Buddha’s Law. Enlightenment exists if evil passions exist. Earthy RO W Mg H %)E S T Sl o <

creatures exist when Buddha exists. Mountain crones exist when (N TR/ N 1 4 5 % X iz N T o=

all earthy living creatures exist. Paired concepts like ‘willows are o F I X n = A JB EASIN: SO /N

e e . L oz i % TEoxThiEkH B

green’ and ‘flowers are red’ are all ‘empty. Well, when I play in < i S 5 A

the world of human beings, I help a wood-cutter, who rests in b,) {EJ < ﬁ( g;, mﬁ Ei“ % fé}é ﬁ: b b B b ij]‘

flowers on a mountain pass. I help him carry his heavy loads and, Z % J:\ dg 7{; 1?)/% ) i 1;& L\ %o j}' ?L Z 2

when the moon rises, I leave the mountain and take him to his 7 T8 B D D <O WwoH X i i< %

village. Sometimes, I sneak in to a room from a window where X v 1z 1z 58 1= 72 A N D T w o R B

weaving maids set out their looms. I spin into a thread like a ° B R b w D J:o % AN b o H %

bush warbler spins into a thread using twigs. I stay at a spinners’ ;C b\ :r: E)ﬁ % Bl %EB i ;r_lﬁg % gﬁ g ?X_S

house. A mountain crone is the woman who helps people: S o H D g Db B Ok T

However, lowly women cannot see me, and people recognize me H o & o ) A N | I S

as an evil spirit. | S N = D/ | /< 2 = SR 7

o )W i 5 2 & f&% | L oI

Mountain Crone L 12 D ¥ /s 4 A H & T WM A

I lament this transient sorrowful world. My transient self is like - 1’2}; ja 713: 2 T E A L

the empty shell of a cicada, on my sleeve... f"; % 7%:: % . < % bi\ g: ?2, % %

N} E%% > : s S

Reciters the frost on my sleeve is not swept and it is buried in the silver g fg— < 2 L g ;‘% iuél_ g % | fg

moonlight of a cold night. Even while a woman is resting her 3 T f ° ; X 5 D 3 g ¥

tired arm hitting cloth with a wooden hammer, you hear the %) <‘ 0Nz D f&n ° TE & » EA '

sound of cloth being hit thousands of times and millions of w72 47 o H S IK% b: b j/]? /:

. . , w65 H 25 ) % iE R

times. It is all because of the help offered by the mountain R ) Iz %ok ok %

crone. Return to Kyoto and tell my story to the people. Alas, this A 53 [gyji D 5t & {h B A

wish must also be my delusion. Abandon everything. For the i ° 5 Iz c X & b o 2 HI ®

mountain crone who is confused and dragged by the thought of VU (U + E DN H 2 &

rightness and wrongness, it is torturous to journey around the h 95 % b SIS = S IO (R

mountains.
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story

Mountain Crone
Dragging my feet,

Reciters I travel around the mountains.

[kakeri (anguish dance)] [hataraki (movements accompanied by music)]
[tachimawari (‘walk around’)]
This is the dance to portray the supernatural presence of the mountain

crone.

Mountain Crone
Lodging under this tree, and scooping a cup of water from this
stream. These are all the relationships destined in my previous
lives. It is especially a deeply destined tie that you assume in
my name. Assume mountain crone’s name, travel around this
transient world, and sing a phrase of the kusemai which portrays
the mountain crone’s journey around the mountains. Although
this is just an entertainment art, it still means to laud Buddha.

Alas, I miss you so much.
Saying farewell, in the mountain I return...
Reciters Iyearn and wait for flowers blooming in trees in the spring.

Mountain Crone
I'journey around the mountain to visit flowers.

Reciters  In the fall, I miss the pure light of the shining moon,
Mountain Crone
so I travel in the mountain to the place where I can view the

moon.

Reciters  In the winter, with the clouds of sharp cold drizzling rain,
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone) Story

Mountain Crone

I invite the snow and travel around the mountain.

Reciters Round and round. I cannot bail out of the wheel of transmigra-
tions. The accumulated dust of delusions formed this mountain
crone. Would you want to see the figure of this female ogre? Do
you want to see it? Repeating so, the mountain crone swiftly
soars up to the peak and echoes sounds across the gorge.
Although she stays here for a moment, she again departs to
travel around mountains. Again and again. Going around the

mountains, she now disappears, her destination unknown.
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Yamamba (Mountain Crone)

Synopsis

A long long time ago, in Kyoto there was a dancer who
skillfully created and played a kusemai (storytelling with
dance) which portrayed a yamamba (a mountain crone)
who journeys around mountains. The song led her to be
nicknamed “Hyakuma-yamamba” and it made her popular.
One day, she decided to make a pilgrimage to Zenko-ji
Temple and she departed with her retainers to the province
of Shinano, where the temple is located. On her way to the
temple, she arrived at the village of Sakaigawa, located at
the border between the provinces of Eccht and Echigo. She
tried to cross Mount Agero on foot from there; however, all
of a sudden, the sun set. Before the dancer’s group who got
in trouble, a woman in her late middle-age appeared and
offered them a lodge for the night. The woman who invited
them to her small house revealed herself as a mountain crone
and asked the dancer to recite a phrase of her Yamamba
(Mountain Crone) song, which helped enhance the dancer’s
reputation by describing the mountain crone herself. The
woman further disclosed that she made the sun set faster
than usual and invited the group to her house in order to ask
the dancer to perform the play. When the frightened dancer
tried to recite a part of the play, the woman stopped the
dancer and told them that she would reveal her true identity
and dance if the dancer recited the play in the middle of
the night when the moon rose in the sky. Then, the woman
vanished into thin air.

When the night grew old, the dancer and her retainers
waited for the mountain crone while playing music.
The mountain crone appeared in her anomalous figure.
She narrated her days living as a mountain crone in
deep mountains and gorges. She preached the profound
philosophy of the law of Buddha and performed a dance
which showed how a genuine mountain crone rounds
mountains. In the meanwhile, the figure of the mountain
crone disappeared. She had not been seen anymore.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

Tastefully set deep in the mountains and filled with
tense atmosphere, this is a masterpiece of Noh drama.
This memorable story weaves together the narrative of two
contrasting women, the protagonist in an anomalous shape
and the gorgeous dancer. This drama includes, among other
themes, a profound discussion on Buddhist philosophy. All of
these stylistic and philosophical elements are entwined with
each other in this masterpiece.

Although the entire piece gives you a solemn and
majestic impression, this is not a quiet and slow drama at all.
The scenes changes quickly and the changeful chorus also
swiftly shifts its tempo. This piece is visually and aurally
impressive; if you get into the story, the development of the
breathtaking drama will immediately capture you.

Examining this drama closely, you ask the question
to yourself: “What is a mountain crone?” In Japanese
fairy tales, a mountain crone is an evil female ogre living
somewhere in deep mountains. The mountain crone in
this drama, however, does not terrorize people but rather
possesses a mystique and nostalgic atmosphere. Her massive
presence gives the audience the impression that she is like an
incarnation of the universal wisdom of the humans, of the
nature, and of the universe. The word Yamamba (mountain
crone) is broadly known in Japan and used for describing
awoman in a bizarre atmosphere. But no one ever meets a
person who claims that they actually saw a real mountain
crone. Since the mountains have been developed for business
use in modern-day Japan, the dwelling of mountain crones
must have already disappeared into thin air. Today, the only
place where you can meet the genuine mountain crone, who
lives in the unknown, subtle and quiet hermitage, is probably
on the Noh stage.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five

The Fifth group Noh, kijo-mono, kirinoh-mono
Zeami (according to one tradition)

Unknown

Undecided

Sakaigawa (Mount Agero) in Echigo Province

Mae-shite Woman

Nochi-shite  Yamamba (Mountain Crone)
Tsure Dancer (Hyakuma-yamamba)
Waki Retainer

Waki-tsure Servants (two or three)

Ai Alocal person

Mae-shite Shakumi, Fukai, Omi-onna, or Ryéno-onna
Nochi-shite ~ Yamamba
Tsure Ko-omote
Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), ironashi
karaori (a short-sleeved kimono outer robe worn
by female characters, with no rouge in its patterns),
and kitsuke / surihaku (short-sleeved kimono worn as
the innermost layer of the costume of a female
character).
a long white wig, hira-motoyui, ironashi atsuita
dressed in tsuboori style (thickly woven kimono
without rouge in patterns, folded up at the knee
and tuck the hem at the waist), kitsuke / surihaku,
hangire (a type of hakama worn by strong
characters such as demons, gods and warriors),
koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and kase-zue (T-shaped stick).
Tsure kazura, kazura-obi, karaori, kitsuke / surihaku, and a
fan.
Waki tops and bottoms of su6 (A long-sleeved unlined
hemp kimono with matching top and bottom worn
by male characters), kitsuke / dan-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with very wide stripes, worn
as the innermost layer of the costumes of male
characters of lesser standing), a small sword, and a
fan.
tops and bottoms of suo, kitsuke / muji-noshime
(short-sleeved kimono with no pattern, worn as the
innermost layer of the costumes of male characters
of lesser standing), a small sword, and a fan.
Ai naga-kamishimo (tops and bottoms of kimono with
long hakama style trousers).

Nochi-shite

Waki-tsure

Number of scenes Two

Length

About 1 hour and 40 minutes
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