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1. Buddhist Priest Genné Arrives in Nasuno-no-hara 9 P EE .
4 5
Bl 52 El > Fh A 3B Ml
Genno, a high priest, passes the field of Nasuno-no-hara on his return from % 75 7T( 3 C%CIE g < 11 4z S B E "
. = A > N A > &
the far eastern provinces to Kyoto. v Al D D - OE B i "
T 5 & g h o2 X 7K i 7B
Gennd  Be rapt by floating clouds and running stream, invited by clouds j: 9 % £ i < % % C:_ N A
and streams, I shall leave for the travel of this transient world. gB Iz ﬁfg E 7 ﬁ Elf & N D g
A EI: & £3 R D A L: —zé; 75‘?‘5 2
- . BN o 5 =, A T ) % =
I am Genng, a disciple of Buddhism (or who renounced the D D LB % x H Vit ~
world). I trained myself under monks of great virtue. While I was B B 7 H O ¢ 7~ A n %GB o
seeking the enlightenment, I acquired the grounded idea about my (i VR 3 (E B o 7 T\ a <
Buddhism sect and reached a dignified status which lays sermon < D Y ° e j( \{A & . N
in Osha inces, f T SRR S
to people. I had stayed in Oshd, the far eastern provinces, for a b % N B o & x 2
while, but decided to go to Kyoto and seclude myself for a winter = - —)Iq— %%_ I = - &
¥ N
of ascetic training of toango (a Buddhist training which a monk woT & T 2 h = i l:[:i
shuts himself up for ninety days from October 16 to January 15 in - A7)} /ET - % E ;‘% "
o == N, =
the lunar calendar). w7 n B 3K B Wy /8
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This unstable self like a flowing cloud or water, this floating self is ’;\{ = = 7"% 3 A 2 D
wandering and drifting in a journey in this world. Without seeing T 7 Jﬁ_‘é -5 F JE
the bottom of my drifting mind, I passed the barrier at Shirakawa 5 i _}?_ 5—) AP i\ %
in Mutsu Province and arrived in the field of Nasuno-no-hara in ) L § 2 ~ }6-
Shimotsuke Province, whose name reminds me of frost. I arrived ™ Kk 2 z H %ﬁ: 2
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and even birds and beasts when they touch the rock. You, man
of faith, are about to put yourself in danger of losing your life
without knowing why it’s such a horrible rock.
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Please move from there!
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2. The Servant Notices That Flying Birds Dropped z & ooz 13 3 % B Iz % it
z A (I L [l n B2 =
The servant of Genno noticed a large stone and found that birds flying over & % & 1% N > b & > Voo A
the stone fell to the ground. Wondering Genno tries to come closer to see the B E L HB Z % 3/': 7> = . b (1))
stone. %Z % 9 ZA % i £ U: -3 %’T j%( 3]
B : %%ﬁ n K %i% E > § %

3 ¥ 3 N n s fy
3. A Woman Appears and Talks to Him %; g; VS’: 7',:% L z Ho1x ’% 17 y= '73%
1) » I ) D DR 5 c]): Iz %
A woman talks to Gennd and advises him not to approach the stone because %) I A & el el %}L 4% 5 z H 5
it is Sesshoseki, a killing stone which curses and kills all living creatures. ES AN ;;J_?h 2 ¥ D %“: £ (R ¥ % F3
Asked why, she reveals that it kills creatures because this rock is possessed by ﬁ; ; o - cf‘ e l/k) & 2 g‘): D
obsessed Lady Tamamo. " D) n -5 ) ° N i<
% ~ % < o Z =
2 5o 24& 2 o 7

Woman Excuse me, (sir monk), please don’'t come near the stone. T ) - E

¥ 5y %

_ X F5 % i

Genno  Well. May I ask the reason why I should not come near the stone? ° h 2 W o

A &0 5

Woman It is Sesshoseki in Nasuno, which kills people, needless to say, =1 HH e %
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone)
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Genno

Woman

Genno

Woman

Genno

Woman

Genno

Alas, why does this rock kill living things?

Once upon a time, there was a woman called Lady Tamamo who
served as ue-warawa (young maiden serving in the royal court) to
Joko (retired emperor who still exerts power) Toba. Her obsessed

heart possessed the rock.

Such a mystery. I heard Lady Tamamo lived in the royal court in
Kyoto. What made her spirit stay in such a distant place?

It is because there is a reason for it. That is what an old tradition

says.

Guessing from your words and attitude, you must know the truth
of her story.

No, I am not familiar with the details. Lady Tamamo...

..when she was called so, she resided within the wall of the capital

city.
But today, her soul has fallen down...

... stayed in a rural area, and the evilness...

Story
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Group Reciters
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It is said that she exacts her revenge. The stone standing in the
Nasuno-no-hara field, the stone standing in the Nasuno-no-hara
field, her soul is obsessed even after being decayed under the

RESFES (( ,H 8oy

mossy rock and returns to this world. Stormy autumn winds blow

Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone) Story it é % i i 28 % S
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Woman ..still remains. In this field... & b £24
W5 &
Gennd  ...to the people passing this field... E ';E; 2 ‘% _g{ 1;2‘ %I“
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Woman ...she exacts her revenge now. E‘ =] F W 3"
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through the field. Just as the poem “Owls line and cry on the

~

branches of pine and cinnamon trees. Foxes hide in the flowers of

=
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orchid and chrysanthemums” (in Hakushi Monjiz), at this moment,

LU

in this field, it is a horrendous autumn evening.
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4. The Woman Narrates the Story of Lady Tamamo

The woman starts to narrate the life of Lady Tamamo in the royal court.

OEHRO A NEFTHRNHES A FHOSTOEH . &X

REF T 0k H
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Then, she reveals that onmyadji Abe no Yasunori (a yin-yang diviner)
uncovered her true nature as a specter, thereby she was chased down to

NNTEACTFRN (NS AN ZHOFHT N e

SASHTEN ATEFIUDK  STEF T ERE
TE
<

Nasuno-no-hara field and killed. When Genno expresses his willingness to
pray for the Lady’s spirit, the woman reveals before disappearing that she is
the incarnation of Lady Tamamo.

Reciters  Right from the beginning, no one knows where this Lady Tamamo
was born and raised. She was therefore an unknown but accepted

in the royal court.
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone) Story

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

She gave keen attention to her appearance and she was beautifully
dressed.

Since she had a beautiful face, the Emperor loved her deeply.

One day, when he tested her intelligence, she answered flawlessly...

...about the sutra and doxy of Buddhism, about ancient literature
in Japan and China, and about music and poems. She brilliantly
answered any type of question.

Since the Emperor thought she was bright even to the bottom of
her heart,

she was given the name, Lady Tamamo.

One day, the Emperor went to Hall Seiryo-den and hosted a music
party and invited nobles who were skillful music players. It was the
end of autumn. In the early evening sky where the moon has not
yet come out, clouds flew crazy, and winds with drizzling rain blew
off the light in Hall Seiryo-den. When upset aristocrats hurried

to bring torches, Lady Tamamo’s body effulged and illuminated
the Hall. The light filled every corner of the royal palace. Even

the painted sliding doors and the Bushclover room shined like
brocades. The Hall looked like it was illuminated by the moonlight.

Since then, the Emperor...

BERR—FILYA b thegg-corn
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone) Story it 28 ;_l%; S % i
Reciters ..became ill. Therefore, onmyoji Abe no Yasunori divined and
reported the result that “This is all caused by the hand of Lady T m Y 5 ¥ < 4 - o 5 b
Tamamo. She transformed herself and appeared to weaken the Vo ;i B IC H - b & 5') JEi 3
=1 [ - N
reign of the Emperor. Conduct a ritual to subdue the evil will” ) D N L 2 3 k D B
When the onmydji wrote such report, the Emperor changed his < iz w0 H}\ 1z ° 5 3 & X
heart. Lady Tamamo then revealed her identity and she disap- ;‘3 Z% E 9 &) L:' “&’ aeA
peared as a dew in Nasuno-no-hara. This rock is her memento. fj ;’% T\é‘ 7{7; ? Ig Eéé 7? <]>:
f Yo A ")
R BT { T ot
Gennoé  How curious that you describe such details. May I ask who you <;‘ > gﬁ N C?_ ?—r B L 1t
are? X < ) & i ES Vr
woD i % I o ff <
Woman  Nothing is left to hide now. It was Lady Tamamo in the past, today 1;23 g 7% AN f% il
it is the Killing Stone in Nasuno. I am the soul of the rock. ;i HE| N v )\ % n
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Genné  Actually, extraordinary strong evilness reverses to the pure mercy 2 Z
and the respect to the Buddha’s way. Now, I will take you as my L > n
disciple. Show your true nature now, as it is a good chance. A ) Z i3
a N > ® O
W . A < o &
oman  Alas, what a shameful appearance I have. I shall not show this = 5 Vi 2 D g% 2
wretched look during day time. jI/L{ 7)) /E'\ Hii v % \z
< A - z N D % £
Reciters I will come back at night, I will come back at night, and come on H Q b)) VS L Z T P
the scene for a confession, she says. [She tells that] although an Z ;/) E‘: I %) S R w D
evening sky is dark, if the dark night is illuminated, please notice < B § % 2 ? b /E\‘./ % Eg =
that my shadow is present. Please wait for it without fear. Then, u,; n H & 52 § 7 :Ci H #»
she disappears inside the rock. She hides in the rock and vanishes. 7 I Zz v 2 K D A - ¥ 7
L e & B & LT T
1y S ‘E . & T
Iz < % i? E 752 7z %\ s}
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone) Story % ﬁ AN ;l?Xu é ;Z: '$
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[Interlude] ik P L 5 2

& b K ) % ik

5. The Servant Explains Details about Lady Tamamo o) " oA A D D
Iz Z Z < 7 =
Genno encourages the knowledgeable servant to express what he knows ZAS fii 1% M i =
about Lady Tamamo. The servant explains that Lady Tamamo was the - A D b i; ZL?C
incarnation of a fox which appeared even in China and the celestial world. He - ;C) 77?; 2h %
further describes the scenes in which she was driven out from the royal court 2> Vo A 1z

and finally became the Killing Stone.
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6. Genno Conducts a Memorial Service for the Stone ¥ ZZ

n Hij
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In order to console the soul of Killing Stone, Genno faces the stone and & EN >
conducts a memorial service to encourage the soul to become a Buddha. b N
7% B
Gennd  Although people say that trees and stones have no heart, a é
sutra mentions that “the grass, tree, soil, all are able to become o T
%

Buddha,” as they originally possess the nature to become a Buddha.

9

Furthermore, if she is taught the way of Buddha as my disciple, it is
no doubt that she can become a Buddha. Thinking of it, he offers
flowers and incense and makes a prayer for the memorial service

SOTEREFA O TTAED [ CHE . ITURTN

B O S ON TRERY N S TR, A CHE A8 o

while facing the Killing Stone.

o
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You, you were originally the Killing Stone. I now inquire the soul

of the stone. Where did you come from and why did you start to

<
v

kill creatures, like you did in your current life? Hasten to leave.
Leave. From now, I will make you a Buddha and the embodiment
of the mercy which shines with your thusness. Master it, and be

SRR TS B R e (8 T A B A
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enlightened. ’
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone) Story

7. Spirit of the Fox Appears and Talks about Itself

The rock splits and the spirit of the evil fox appears. The fox spirit reveals
that it also created social unrest among the dynasties of India and China, but
its identity was finally detected in Japan. It recalls how it was shot to death in
Nasuno and it was reincarnated as the Killing Stone. After the narration, it
firmly promises that it will never kill anything because it was given the pre-
cious law of Buddha. It then vanishes.

Spirit of Evil Fox
The stone possesses its own spirit.

The water possesses its own sound, and the wind travels across the

sky.

Reciters  Now is the time to show my genuine figure. The Killing Stone splits
in two, and its soul immediately springs out. Oh, how horrible!

Genno It is mysterious. The rock splits in two. Carefully observing
something inside of the light, the figure looks like an evil fox but
also personifies a strange human figure.

Fox Now, there is nothing to hide. In India, I appeared as the deity pos-
sessing the tomb of Kalmashapada. In China, I appeared as Baosi, a
concubine of King You of Zhou. In Japan, I transformed myself into
Lady Tamamo who served the Joko Toba in the royal palace.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-corn
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Sesshaseki (The Killing Stone) Story F F

I contemplated the fall of the Emperor’s reign and of Buddhism.
I therefore transformed myself into a gorgeous woman and

o ) ¢ g ] A T i = % [N NN <
approached the E.mperor, a.nd His Majesty became 1.11. When I h ok % 4, BB /02 g’) EoE D &)\ Lo
was pleased that it looked like I had already taken his life, Abe no 1z E, 1 1% % ﬁ % #% #% n » X Ve B % F

Yasunori started a ritual to subdue my evil plot. He set up five- > % K S o 0 A B F ° ¥ o5
color Shinto hei sticks on the platform for the ritual. He made Lady I R % 5‘2' L i% Fh #h /\{ 2PN 9 I n
Tamamo hold a /ei stick and devoted all his energy for the prayer. S —g— H R £ J): o {i\ {Ef 7'1’5 i) i %5 A 7":0 N
Then = T L & ) H Zb: o EaRC k\ @ i
’ R A S < 0 D F %
By o °) T vt - 2 =i} G 3
Reciters [Lady Tamamo] instantaneously suffered from pain in her whole E < T < » 9 D T ’< 72 % A=
body. She, who suffered from pain throughout her body, grabbed =3 A ? N/ B iz~ A ST
the hei stick, flew up to the sky, ran between the clouds, passed ?L A /¢ Vo & ’FILE\\ — ﬂ‘é h. AVARE S A
over mountains and oceans, and secretly dwelled in this field of < < 73 3) iz w3 /ﬁ & {z’g < 1% JE
Nasuno-no-hara. : = b s & T 9)\ J:: % W
iz - E R R

e Z ¥ /2
Fox Whereafter, an imperial messenger was sent... 8 A ZHE " ° Lk A ) D oAk
(A 2B 0y N e )
v My H 2 & E 5 o 7z
Reciters ~ Whereafter, an imperial messenger was sent to deliver an E % % DD g)\ [ n /L. :é,:: 7=
Emperor’s order to Miura no suke (the deputy governor of Miura n % Hg Fﬁj %éj él) % < ﬁg —% g

. . < N . IR E]

reglo‘n) and Kazusa no suke Fthe lieutenant .g(‘>ve1inor of Kazusa <oz K22l D\ ¥ o R
Province) that they should kill the specter living in Nasuno- D Bl A Iz 4 ¢ B w ¢
no-hara. Receiving the order of His Majesty, the two warriors = o 10 A Wi X - 5 Iz
discussed that a fox was similar to a dog, so they should practice h To K o B g 1] F = é'.\ -
hunting with dogs. They shot arrows at dogs and trained them- 365 é /%\ H: + = z h. ;CE . <
i o U [EQ B g K % a
selves ardently for one hundred days. A tradition says that this is S e o N = ) —
he origin of th o of i A g R ow A % B f\-
the origin of the practice of inu-oumono®. 9& {é E E 19: X < %P )2 ﬁ ﬁ
T B z Bl ) 3 e
Fox They changed their outfits for hunting. g v o f& T ) Z }6 Z N w
W Ao R D -
Reciters  They changed their outfits for hunting. They surrounded the field ?{ g é 71::0 7?) é}\ ? b n g‘ % é
of Nasuno-no-hara with tens of thousands of mounted warriors, < n % 5 D é}‘ Z o %
pushed grasses aside and looked for the evil fox to hunt it down. HlI A n  CJE D &3 N k)\ N
g = By » R D J5& A Z N
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone) Story

The fox finally could not hide itself any longer. When it appeared
in the field of Nasuno-no-hara, it was chased down, tracked X . i o Iz
its footprints (or driven to run into a ditch), shot through ‘f?k ?ég WO T oy
by an arrow, and immediately passed away. Although its life 3\ % g,; H 5 O %
disappeared like a dew of Nasuno-no-hara, its obsessed mind 9%5 - E % % Jk
remained and transformed into the Killing Stone. The stone B g fi El J?E Lk,
took human lives for many years; today, however, it received the RN = é =
. . . . R T I bk
precious law of Buddha. In the future, I will never commit sinful NN} AP °
activities. Confirming with Priest Genng, it transforms into a ;‘% IE% 41T k) jjB
(&
stone embodying the solid promise, symbolizing the promise as %9'5 P i A NI |
firm as a stone, the demon disappears. e E O) v B
Eox %L D
e Ve
% R G
. N . o 2 gy W o
*Inu-oumono: One of the military arts which was popular after the ° Z)IE Z - Eﬁg
Kamakura era (1185-1333). They released dogs inside a large bamboo- z = < _\Z < &
fenced space while mounted warriors chased and shot the dogs. 7 g li; f{l‘% ES \{;ﬁ
This practice has been abolished today. D & 7z A
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Sesshoseki (The Killing Stone)

Synopsis

One day, when the high Buddhist priest Genno passes
through Nasuno-no-hara field in Shimotsuke Province
(present-day Nasu town, Nasu county in Tochigi Prefecture),
he witnesses birds flying above a particular stone falling
to the ground. A woman mysteriously appears before
wondering Gennd, who tells him that he should not get
closer to the stone because it is the Sesshoseki (the Killing
Stone), a stone which kills all living creatures that approach
it. She narrates the history of the Killing Stone, answering
the priest’s question.

“Once upon a time, under the reign of Joko (retired
emperor who still exerts power) Toba, there was a woman
serving in the royal court called Lady Tamamo. Beautiful
and intelligent, Lady Tamamo won the heart of Joko Toba.
However, an onmydji (a yin-yang diviner), Abe no Yasunori,
detected her true identity as the incarnation of an evil fox
spirit. Returned to her true self, Lady Tamamo managed
to run away to Nasuno-no-hara but she was killed there.
The spirit of the fox haunted the big stone and it turned out
to be the Killing Stone.” The woman completes the story
and reveals as she disappears that she is the ghost of Lady
Tamamo.

Genno conducts a memorial service for the spirit of the
stone so that it is led to the way of Buddha. Then, the Killing
Stone splits, and the spirit of the fox appears from inside
the stone. The spirit of the fox recollects its past: “I caused
trouble all over India, China, and Japan. Abe no Yasunori,
however, beat me by prayer, so I fled, and when I reached
Nasuno-no-hara field, the hunters directed by Miura no suke
and Kazusa no suke hunted me down. I was shot and died
as a dew drop on a grass in the Nasuno-no-hara field. Since
then, I transformed myself into Sesshoseki and spent years
killing people.” Today, however, I received the precious law
of Buddha. I will never again commit a harmful act. The
demon, the spirit of the evil fox, vanishes by transforming
itself into a rock embodying the solemn promise.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

You might have heard about the “the fox o’ nine tails.”
The legendary specter is recognized as the spirit of the fox
which is incarnated in Lady Tamamo. It was said that it
transformed itself into a woman of extraordinary beauty
in India and China, seduced the kings of the time, and
disturbed the peace of the world.

This dynamic piece of Noh drama was based on this
large-scale legend. In the first half, the woman and the high
priest continue their dialogue in an uncanny environment,
around the Killing Stone in the field of Nasuno-no-hara.
Although they hardly move, the scene is filled with an
eerie atmosphere. In the second half, the spirit of the fox
restages its own chased-down-hunted-down story, full of
up-beat movements. You can enjoy the quick and snappy
development of the story with this piece.

The outstanding presence of waki, the high priest
Genng, is also a must-see. He was renowned as a priest who

possessed excellent spiritual powers and left many anecdotes.

In the story of assuaging the Killing Stone, his exclamation,
Katz!, shattered the rock, and the debris splashed all over
Japan. A big iron hammer whose ends are flat is called genno
in Japanese. This is named after the anecdote of smashing
the Killing Stone.
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Schools

All five

Category The Fifth group Noh, kirinoh-mono, oni-mono

Author Hiyoshi Saami (according to one tradition)

Subject Kagaku-shd, Gaun-nikken-roku, etc.

Season Autumn (September in the lunar calendar)

Scenes Nasuno in Shimotsuke Province

Tsukurimono  ichijo-dai (a wooden frame covered with gorgeous cloth) and a rock
in front of the large and small hand drum players. (This Tsukuri-
mono may not be used.)

Characters Mae-shite Village Woman

Nochi-shite  Spirit of Evil Fox

Waki Buddhist Priest Genno

Ai Temple Servant Following Genno

Masks Mae-shite Manbi, Z6, Wakaonna, or Omionna
Nochi-shite  Ko-tobide
Costumes Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig),
karaori (outer robes) in “kinagashi” -style, kitsuke /
surihaku (short-sleeved kimono, worn as the
innermost layer of the costume of a female
character), and a fan.

Nochi-shite  long red wig, awase-happi (lined happi-style
kimono), kitsuke / atsuita (thickly-woven kimono),
hangire (a type of hakama), koshi-obi (belt), and
afan.

Waki shamon-béshi (a hood for high-class monks) or
sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),
kara (a piece of square cloth worn over other
clothes by Buddhist priests), mizugoromo (a type
of knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogdshi-atsuita
(thickly-woven kimono with small check pattern),
hakama in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, a fan,
Buddhist prayer beads, and shujo (a long stick with
hanging a piece of white cloth which looks like
afan).

Ai noriki-zukin (a hood for temple servant),
mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime (noshime-style
kimono with no pattern), kukuri-bakama (a way of
wearing hakama trousers, tucking the bottoms up
at the knee with a string), koshi-obi, and a pair of
gaiters.

Number of scenes Two
Length About 1 hour and 10 minutes
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