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Kokaji (The Swordsmith) Story
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1. Imperial Messenger, Tachibana no Michinari,
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Delivers an Imperial Order to Sanjo no Kokaji Munechika
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Tachibana no Michinari, an imperial messenger, enters the stage. He explains %E gh] % lg ~ —g i B {l:l v
the nature of his errand for Emperor Ichijo, goes to Sanjo Kokaji Munechika’s N Z H B = n o % |57
house, and orders him to forge a sword. = 1 I]‘:TA bliy ¥ T X *
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I am Tachibana no Michinari, who serves Emperor Ichijo. Tonight, 7 X > n H {1 2%
His Imperial Majesty received a mysterious divine message in his ) S < ° D Z oz x ?E‘b
spiritual dream. Upon the oracle, His Majesty has just announced F E b > X AF 7 H .;-fi
that he wants to commission Sanjo no Kokaji Munechika to forge L E 3 %) H 5 5 % D i
a special sword. Therefore, I am going to deliver the imperial fi - D g m; )\I% ¥ ijg Ic
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Michinari Iam a messenger from Emperor Ichijo. His Imperial Majesty T &% > L s x e
received a mysterious oracle tonight and wants to have Munechika & 7 ° B oqz < 0
forge a special sword. Accept the task and hasten to make it. H i W B g by
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Kokaji (The Swordsmith) Story

The dialogues within

Munechika

Michinari

Munechika

Munechika

Munechika

Michinari

Munechika

Reciters

indicates that they might different by schools.

I am however afraid to say that unfortunately I could not possibly
forge it because I do not have a smithing partner.

It sounds dubious. I am unconvinced by your claim that there is
no smithing partner available for a renowned smith like yourself.

Yes, you are surely right, but...

I humbly tell you that such special swords will be forged suc-
cessfully only by having a smithing partner, whose skills are as
superb as mine. Because of this concern, I cannot answer with
confidence.

I just feel ashamed.

I understand what you mean, but as long as His Imperial Majesty
received a divine message, you should be free from concern and

rely on the divine benefits. Just accept his order right away.
Since it turns out to be such,

Munechika feels his back is to the wall and he is at a loss. His
heart becomes as unstable as the rough pattern of the blade of

a sword. However, a miracle might happen for him who lives in
the era of the present emperor, who governs this world correctly.
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Kokaji (The Swordsmith) Story

Munechika relies only on hope. He relies only on the hope that a
miracle will happen.

2. Munechika Visits Inari Shrine to Ask for Divine Support and
Meets a Mysterious Boy

Munechika visits a shrine to worship his family’s guardian deity, Inari
Myojin, in order to ask for divine support. At the shrine, a mysterious boy
calls to him. They carry on a dialogue.

Munechika Ah, I am given a tremendously difficult challenge. I have to single-
mindedly rely on the help of the deity in order to complete such a
difficult task. Since my guardian deity is the deity Inari, I should
immediately visit Inari Shrine to worship and ask the help of the
god.

Boy Well, well, the man walking there, are you Sanjo no Kokaji
Munechika?

Munechika How mysterious! An extraordinary-looking boy knows and calls
my name. May I ask who on earth you might be?

Boy You received an order from His Imperial Majesty to forge a special
sword, did you not?

Munechika Oh, you seem even more mysterious to me now. I was given the

imperial order only a moment ago. But you know it already.
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Kokaji (The Swordsmith) Story

How can one explain this? It is beyond all powers of the imagina-
tion!

Boy I truly understand your wonder. However, what you know is also
delivered to many others.

Munechika If heaven has its own voice,

Boy it will be immediately delivered to the earth.

Reciters  Similarly, in this world we say walls have ears and rocks have
mouths, in this world we say walls have ears and rocks have
mouths, secrets are instantly spread through the world. Especially,
this is about the sword that the Emperor ordered forged. It is
difficult for you to keep hiding the fact, just as difficult as it is
to hide a shining sword itself. If you single-mindedly rely on the
dignity and blessings of His Majesty, your sword will in no way
be less than satisfactory. That will guarantee that you can forge a
sword with which you will be satisfied.

3. The Boy Tells Historical and Spiritual Episodes Related to Swords,
Encourages Munechika and Disappears

The boy relates spiritual events related to swords in Chinese and Japanese
histories and develops the story about Yamato Takeru-no-mikoto. After
finishing his stories, he urges Munechika to quickly prepare for forging the
sword and disappears in Mount Inari.
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Reciters

Boy

Reciters

Boy

Reciters

Boy

Reciters

Boy

The virtue of the Three-foot Sword possessed by the first emperor
of the Han Dynasty could govern the enemies in all directions
without leaving the capital city. Also, the sword owned by Emperor
Yang of the Sui Dynasty deprived the dignity of the royal family of
the Northern Zhou Dynasty.

After these emperors, Zhong Kui, a guardian spirit, in the time of
Emperor Xuanzong of Tang

thanks to the dignity and virtue of the sword, his spirit respectfully
served and protected Emperor Xuanzong.

Therefore, evil spirits and demons,

which were afraid of the glaring blade of the spiritual sword, could

not spell disaster for Emperor Xuanzong.
Both in China and my country, the spiritual power of a great sword
is too welcome for words.

Also, around the time when this country just began, Emperor
Keiko, who was the twelfth descendant of Emperor Jinmu, had a
prince whose name was Yamato Takeru-no-mikoto. The prince
was directly ordered by the emperor to conquer barbarians in

the east. He therefore charged forward to Azuma in the eastern
provinces, beyond the barrier of Osaka. On his way to the eastern
provinces, he saw waves washing the shores of Ise and Owari
provinces and envied the waves, which could return after washing
the beach. He flapped his sleeves wet with tears and charged
forward wailing, while wondering whether he and his troops would

ever have an opportunity to return to the capital one day.

In wars, here and there,
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Kokaji (The Swordsmith) Story Hh /%’#\ Hh %ﬁ\ b

Reciters  both humans and horses had terrible fights at the cave of his

enemy. Blood flowed like a river, and he repeated horrible battles %
which were so fierce that their shields were swept by scarlet %‘(: < % %ﬁv b i £ B RG 7% by A
< £ "% Foxoox o N W oz b
waves. However, the barbarians finally disarmed and abandoned g N o Al il < % 1 x it
their weapons, and all surrendered to the prince.XSince his time, ) bJC_’_ * o B 7 e Q Py N 3
the tradition of the hunting ground started.The date was just after % 4% D 7= K 7.3 O H il A [
o - )
the twentieth of the tenth month (October in the lunar calendar). é % Lo }‘% g) f“- f'ﬁﬂ ZJ)
b

Here and there, scarlet leaves had already withered and dried in o 4 \P) g N - é,:( 2 ig g
winter. When Yamato Takeru-no-mikoto looked at the distant % . < » - 07)47 %Jf
mountains which were softly covered with the first snow of the = 72 7%’ W “)\ W gﬁl&

year, < 7z o
7N L S i
Boy the barbarians surrounded the prince, v )\ Z x !;él\ F%/ﬂ

b}

Z CC % o) N
Reciters  and set fire to dried grass on the plain. The grass burn swiftly, and RPN 5 il
the enemy drummed the signal to charge and attacked the prince. X N =g
When they set off the fire and attacked him, ... I;E = JI
IR o 0)
Boy the prince drew his sword. H JE
B8 0?'
-
Reciters  Yamato Takeru-no-mikoto drew his sword and instantly slashed i itk

FDN

and cut down the grass around him, as if he were slashing the

S

flames away from him. Then, the spirit of his sword made a

storm. The storm reversed the flames and the grass, the sky
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SR BN TEHIE AT CAANERIETIRGEIE | ACTEO T e
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3 %
grew bright and the earth was filled with fire. Since the ferocious :gbz <|E—' {0;2
fire burned the barbarians, instead of the prince, thousands of il & E 23
enemies were killed by the fire in a short moment. After this D % A &
event, the world was peacefully governed. People did not need 5&1 L\ e - \’f_;
to be afraid of bandits and enjoyed a peace so great that they JVMAN 5 + VL
forgot to lock their doors. Such peace is all due to the dignity of @ n vy L\ \EI Kl
he great Sword Kusanagi (The Grass Slasher). The sword, which % 9 i a7
the great Sword Kusanagi (The Grass Slasher). The sword, whic D r» oz D ) X ©
you were ordered by the Emperor to forge as the result of His L L L [} 3 < )
Majesty’s oracle, will have dignity and virtue as great as the Sword < VRS % % H i

Kusanagi. Munechika, the successor of the secrets of the art of the
swordsmith’s family, feel safe and return home.
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Munechika These Chinese and Japanese stories which laud the dignity embod- i ?F; T i_g
ied in swords are joyous and appropriate for this timing. They are + B A D < » k b % fh v
indeed precious. Now, may I ask who you are? % (R /EE T w9 @ fili 2 o
& A ) hoEE 3¢
th ICERA 7] G
Boy Whoever I am, you should just rely on me. First, you should g Ly D —_ < T 2 D D T < H
dignifiedly consecrate the platform to forge the special sword B & iEE x o F ? % éé ZE
ordered by His Majesty, and if you wait for me there, L féu H g 6%: E]g ;% z 3 )
. 2% H <
Eooo# g o B b <& bl
Reciters Iwill reveal who I am that possesses spiritual power, I will reveal A > Z - H o L T ’ VA7)
who [ am and promise to come to help you to forge the sword. %})LT 2] L\ N 2 bt T A O z E?E
b}
Please wait for the opportunity. As soon as his words end, the boy = &l A N Z Iz ﬂi\ &
g 2 e e 5 Loz
seems to go in the direction of Mount Inari, whose peak trails ) = D ) Z X ff 7;0 c 5 i
evening clouds, but he disappears somewhere. He disappears g B J& =5 D\ i bl 3{ i s Xi_\
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4. Munechika’s Servant (Deity of a Low-ranked Shrine) Narrates Stories of Swords %‘ - % H 72 A ci\ ?} ﬁz ci‘
The servant of Munechika (a deity of a low-ranked shrine) appears to re- H B i(L f:bu\\ L v =
introduce the stories honoring the dignity of swords. % % ?: F ? ° D
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5. Munechika Finally Prepares to Forge a Sword it ;’f/E W o D #h gt
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Kokaji (The Swordsmith)

Munechika

Munechika

Reciters

Munechika

Following the order of His Imperial Majesty, I immediately step

on the platform and place a seven-fold sacred rope around it

to purify the place. I then respectfully place the drawing of the
deity of Inari for worship at the four corners of the platform. I

also offer a sacred hei stick. I am on my hands and knees asking
for your help. I, Munechika, have been bestowed the honor to

be swordsmith of the reign of the 66th emperor, Emperor Ichijo.
However, this could not have been accomplished with my ability. A
sword originated from the Ama-no-mihoko (the Pike of Heaven),
which was used when the deities Izanagi and Izanami crossed the
Ama-no-ukihashi (the Floating Bridge in Heaven) and found this
land of Japan, Toyoashihara-nakatsu-kuni. After these deities, the
art was practiced by a holy priest, Hashimida in Sokata province
on Nansenbusha Continent, and the skill has been delivered to the
descendants of the patriarch of swordsmiths, Amakuni and Fujito
(Hitsugi), in the age of the gods. The art of the swordsmith has
been handed down in this way to this very day.

Hopefully,

this is not for my own honor but an act by the order of His Imperial
Majesty, who governs this land. So, please, myriad deities existing
in the cosmos, please grant your mercy and help Munechika now.
Munechika looks up to heaven with the holy /ei stick, deeply bows
and worships sincerely. Please accept this request from the bottom

of my heart. Please make it come true.

I sincerely pray to the deities.

6. Deity Inari Appears in Front of Munechika as His Smithing Partner

The deity Inari enters the stage, in the shape of a young fox spirit. He holds a

hammer and works as the smithing partner of Munechika.

Story
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[ hayafue ]
The deity Inari dashingly appears with the fast and wild rhythm of a drum and
small and large hand drums as well as with the high tone of Japanese flute.

Reciters Now Munechika, the sword of the imperial command, well
Munechika, the void has already known that it is time to forge the
sword of the imperial command. Thoroughly pray to the deities
and just rely on them.

[ maibataraki |
The deity Inari briskly circles the stage with the music of the flute, small and
large hand drums, and drum.

Deity Inari The deity in the figure of a boy steps on the platform

Reciters  The deity in the figure of a boy steps on the platform and bends his
knees to bow three times to Munechika to show his respect. When
the deity asks where the iron for the blade of the imperial sword is,
Munechika takes a blade out while trembling with awe and delight.
When Munechika hammers the blade just as if leading his partner
to forge,

Deity Inari The deity follows Munechika and hammers the blade.
Reciters  Chin, chin, chin. The successive sounds of the blade being

hammered broadly echo throughout heaven and earth and sound
merrily.
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7. A Double-inscribed Sword “Kogitsune-maru” Is Created and the
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(Little Fox), to the imperial messenger. As soon as he has bid

H

farewell to Munechika, the deity jumps on the billowing cloud and
flies back to the peak of Mount Inari in the eastern mountains.
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Both Munechika and the deity Inari engrave their names on the blade of P H F B T N L j%\ i =
the sword. The world’s greatest sword, “Kogitsune-maru (Little Fox)” is now A . 5 I — A 077: U; rC H: CQE ¥
completed. The deity offers the sword to the imperial messenger and flies ;% H 31:: L\; 0)\ % _ ' gﬂ z 2 2
back to Mount Inari, riding on a billowing cloud. CK’ ° B‘, 7 _ = :,)‘ ¥ % D n g
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Munechika Just like this, we respectfully forged an imperial sword and I N Wl KD D T D %, i n
engraved my name, “Kokaji Munechika,” on the face of the blade. % *EF }_\ ﬁ% %Ej ﬁf} H% $ ;ﬁ: J] I
2 0k D Ee 2 D H 7 o i
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Deity Inari Since the deity is Munechika’s disciple at this moment, the name < %gu' ;b'E; ]; %)” § ?‘ % > %% #
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Reciters  engraved on the back. The imperial sword they forged has D H B Al E | ) /N fif ;
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cloud-like shades on its blade. The wild pattern of the blade of the W % "C\ - @\ @ ?E‘( /ui L
sword leads us to confuse it with the great sacred sword Ame-no- TE ?’% ;\\ i 7;)> % CX; J1=! i § N
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Deity Inari The best in the world, E L ° 9 o & %’O s B
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Reciters  If the Emperor rules this land surrounded by four oceans with this ; H: I n ? ;E L % = &
incomparable sword, which has been engraved with two names, v o j‘ o Eél = > gﬁ ’ui
the five grains will gain momentum and flourish in this land. I 2 3 zj’; j: L é\‘: ° AL Iz
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Kokaji (The Swordsmith)

Synopsis

At the command of Emperor Ichijo (980-1011), who
received an oracle in a dream, Tachibana no Michinari
visits and orders Sanjo no Kokaji Munechika, a renowned
swordsmith, to forge a sword. Munechika insists that he
cannot forge the sword because he does not have a partner
swordsmith, who is as skilful as Munechika is. Michinari
however refuses to accept his request. Munechika, who is
caught between a rock and a hard place, visits Inari Shrine
where he prays and requests the assistance of the guardian

deity of his clan. At the shrine, a mysterious boy calls to him.

The boy encourages Munechika by talking about the dignity
of a sword in a Chinese legend and the story of Yamato
Takeru-no-mikoto. He promises to become Munechika’s
smithing partner and disappears in Mount Inari.

When Munechika goes home, dresses himself for
smithing and prays on his platform, there appears before
him the deity of Inari who transforms into the spirit of a
fox. The deity announces that he will work as the partner
of Munechika. The boy who appeared a moment earlier
was the transformed Inari deity himself. Munechika, who
gained the deity as the smithing partner, successfully forges
a sword. Finally, the noted sword ‘Kogitsune-maru’ which
is engraved with two names — “Kokaji Munechika” on the
face and “Kogitsune (Little Fox)” on the back of the blade
as a proof that the deity apprenticed himself to Munechika
— is completed. After offering the sword to the imperial
messenger, the deity rides on a cloud to return to the peak of
Mount Inari.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

“Kokaji” is a popular piece whose story develops quickly,
is quite variegated, and includes climaxes in both halves
of the drama. The scene where the mysterious boy, who
appears in the first half, talks about the spiritual power of
great swords, particularly the episode in which Yamato
Takeru-no-mikoto who is surrounded by fire slashes grass
with his sword Kusanagi to return flames around him and
stood down enemies, includes amusing changes of narration
and movements. In the latter half, the scenes where the deity
becomes the forging partner and Munechika and the deity

forge a sword to the climax produce the charms of the piece.

The sharp movements and invigorating chants
never allow the audience to become bored. You can
straightforwardly enjoy the performers’ smart skills and
the power of chorus. Probably due to its highly entertaining
nature, the story is transformed into dramas for kabuki and
bunraku (Japanese traditional puppet theater) and provides
pleasure to a wider variety of audiences.
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School
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Mask

Costumes

All five

the Fifth group noh, kirinoh-mono, hataraki-mono

Unknown

Unknown

Winter (November in the lunar calendar) [or unknown for some cases]

maeba
Kyoto
nochiba

Places including Sanjo no Kokaji Munechika’s house in

Sanjo no Kokaji Munechika’s house in Kyoto

ichijo-dai (a wooden frame 6 feet in length and 3 feet 4 inches in width

covered with gorgeous cloth) at the central front of the stage

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Waki-tsure
Ai

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Mae-Waki

Nochi-waki

Waki-tsure

Ai

Number of scenes Two

Length

Boy

Deity Inari

Sanjo no Kokaji Munechika

Imperial messenger, Tachibana no Michinari

Servant of Munechika (a deity of a low-ranked shrine)

Doji, Jido
Ko-tobide

a white headband, a long black wig, mizugoromo (a type
of tea-length kimono), kitsuke / nuihaku, white 6kuchi
(hakama in 6kuchi-style), koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.

a headband with color, long red wig, rinkan-kotai (a
crown with a figure of fox), awase-happi (lined happi-style
kimono), kitsuke / dan-atsuita, hangiri (a type of hakama),
and koshi-obi. Holding a hammer.

samurai-eboshi (eboshi headdress for warriors),
kake-hitatare (tops of kimono of hitatare), kitsuke / atsuita,
white okuchi, koshi-obi, a small sword, and a fan.
kazaori-eboshi (one of the styles of eboshi headdress),
choken (a type of kimono), kitsuke / atsuita, white 6kuchi,
koshi-obi, a small sword, and a fan.

hora-eboshi (one of the styles of eboshi headdress),
awase-kariginu (lined kariginu-style kimono), kitsuke /
atsuita, white 6kuchi, koshi-obi, and a fan.

tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata.

About 1 hour 20 minutes
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