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Accompanying Priest
The primary training for the yamabushi, a mountain priest, is to

Y

venture out and devote himself to a pilgrimage to ask for alms.

Yukei It is expected that every yamabushi in holy Kumano should make
a pilgrimage as a tradition of those who belong to the Buddhist

NAETR ARG T O

priesthood.
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1. The Group of Ajari Yitkei Who Travels for Buddhist Training Tg ;E % %d
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A Tsukurimono of the hut with bush clovers (shibaya) covered by a piece ?;Ellé Z éé i E 5') é )gf;(‘ % !Ié: /
of cloth is placed at the central rear of the stage. Yitkei and his companions D A Z FA Z ~ e (1))
appear in front of the hut. N  Z b B g ¢ 7{'—]: i i
i ® o TS < - SR .
Yukei and Accompanying Priest ;‘EZ ;'é % {f EEIE ?é) s B g \ 7;:
Our traveling attire is what mountain priests wear for their ascetic - TTE: Vo D e 3:)7, i J% »
training. As we travel in this attire, our sleeves grow wet with T % N o # v .
dew and lose their crispness. (This shows the hardships of our A YA iR %;-E TR ﬁ 5
journey.) 2 Z Ei] N i ;
(b2
< s BB
Yikei The man before you is Yikei, a Buddhist monk of Tokobo in %l; 1 —
Nachi, of the ajari rank. Al i')%/ 17
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H
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So, this Yikei holds a certain hope in mind, and determined to
travel for ascetic practices in the provinces and departed the head

temple in Nachi.

Accompanying Priest
I left the head temple in Nachi.
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Yakei

Woman

Yuakei

Yakei and Accompanying Priest

We walked on rough roads and came far along the coast by the
Kisha Road. We have passed Cape Shiono-misaki and Nishiki-
no-hama Coast. Along this continuous hard journey, even our
clothing has worn out. After traveling for days, we finally arrived
at Adachigahara in the far northern provinces, of which we had
heard. We arrived at Adachigahara.

As we hurried, we have already arrived at Adachigahara in the far
northern provinces. But how terrible! The sun has already set. We
cannot find any village nearby. Oh, there is a light flickering over
there. Let us go and ask for lodging for the night.

2. Yukei’s Group Asks a Woman Living in the Hut for Lodging

A woman who seems to be in her middle years dwells in the hut. She recites
a lament for her empty and painful life. Yakei and his companions approach
the hut and ask for lodging. Although the woman first hesitates to accept
their request, she invites them in, responding to Ytkei’s earnest request.

There is nothing sadder than one who has a desolate life. I am so
weary of such a bitter life. I've had far too much of it. Autumn has
come. The autumn wind at dawn pierces me and never eases my
grief. Yesterday too ended in emptiness, and I feel the energy of
life only when I doze in the night. How ephemeral my life is!

Would you please allow us inside your house?
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Woman

May I ask who you are?

The following phrases are used by some schools.

Yuakei

Woman

Yukei

Woman

Yakei

Woman

We are a group of monks traveling around the provinces for
ascetic Buddhist training. Could you kindly grant us a place to

stay for one night?

This is too humble a house to offer someone to stay in. I cannot
provide you with a night’s lodging.

Mistress of this house, please listen. We have come to this
far northern province for the first time, but the sun has set
in Adachigahara and we have nowhere at all to stay and sleep

tonight. Please take mercy on us. Let us stay for one night.

This is a remote house in the wilderness. Winds violently rustle
the pine trees. The moon shines into the house from the cracks
in the roof. How can I invite you to such a house to stay for the
night?

(This is a remote hut in a wilderness. Winds rustling the pine
trees go through this hut made of brushwood. How can I ask you
to stay in such a place?)

Although we are travelers who rest our heads on the grass instead
of on a pillow, we hope to gain lodging where we may sleep for
just one night. Please, give us a place to stay tonight.

This is a place that even the house owner, who is used to the
surroundings, thinks horrible...
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Yukei

Woman

thread.

Yukei

Woman

Yukei

Could you please manage to let us stay... For those pleading
monbks, the brushwood door is once...

shut. However, upon reconsideration, it seems that you are in
difficult circumstances.

Group Reciters

In that case, please come in. She opens the door. They put out a
mat of weeds. They have put out a mat of weeds and are preparing
to sleep on that night. How pitiful. They forcibly secured their
accommodation, but their sleeves will grow completely wet with
dew. They sleep in close, shabby quarters. How hard the bed on a
journey is. How hard the bed on a journey is.

3. Yukei Sets Eyes on an Unfamiliar Device

Yikei sets his eyes on a spinning wheel and asks the woman to show them
how to spin thread. The woman sits down in front of the wheel and spins

I truly appreciate your kindness in giving us lodging tonight. By
the way, there is something unfamiliar to me over there. May I ask
you what it is?

Yes, it is a spinning wheel, which is used by humble women like
myself.

I see. Very interesting. Would you show us how to use it tonight as
usual?
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Woman How embarrassing! It is a very bitter experience to shamefully E E g
N
show such a lowly task to guests from far away. = - .
o=} L ‘ z= D |73
Yukei The owner of the house where we stay tonight has deep mercy. Vol A Yp) s ;E Z? 3): e el E
4
Late at night, s & oy S kB ®» %R
735’ I % t o < o E T 5 7
Woman the moonlight comes in S %\ I £ - SR \P) < \L b W
sy < TR X5 # L
Yuakei the bedroom. In the bedroom, X Jik x ¥ Jbf 7;;: L\ o 2 g b,.)
— —
E > % i D DL
Reciters I spin a hemp thread again and again. I spin a hemp thread. While &% Z 7 5 ) v Li\ B>
spinning, I think about how wonderful it would be if I could spin :%) 1 i 2 l/: X 02 ¢
the time back to the glorious past. 3 j% + < 2 = N fr i
- ¢ gk Lh kooE g
3
Woman I who was lowly born spin hemp into thread and twist thread until 4 o L ? o ;\% 1% W %
the middle of the night. S A V) MG L 15 T
:§ Hi T il D) Low
o >
Reciters  The labor of living in this world is bitterly harsh. 2 & \J J& R 2 3
A o] T b < s &
/5\ L H % S w
T Iz S 'S o)
4. The Woman Laments Her Fleeting Life 2 SR PR i w D
s 2, h D Iz
The woman laments her circumstances. Yakei admonishes the woman. "t‘ = Py °
Spinning the wheel, the woman blames her wavering mind. While remember- X ﬁ\ g EL‘
ing her glamorous past, she sheds tears for the sorrow of life, which requires Iz 23) E%l 2—)
her to live long after she has lost her youthfulness. TR wE /%‘\ L
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Woman How shameful! Though I was born to a human, I am afflicted by }g
having such a bitter life in this vulnerable world. What a tearful
e % T L | b
ty! X 3 &) VAR N g
r % A RS (AR
Yiikei and Accompanying Priest H K V) HoW» ¥
You tell your story with such pathos. Your way will connect to the %) 0? L L
Buddha’s way when you gain control over your life. \1& 7L:O ‘afc) L 2
N
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moooH 3 oz hHy
1% [ T A B
D D Y L oK
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Reciters  Although you are pressed to continue your daily life in this harsh w 7 2% ) MR I L ) z
world, if your heart meets Buddha’s teachings, you will eventually 9 oA %) A S NI Z Vil ° L
attain the condition of becoming a buddha, even without praying % % 7 A Sk D It 72 % T
for it. D H ) i W R I 5 ¢ A Z
ooy w2 EAE 4 f Lo
Earth, water, fire, and wind — these four elements temporaril - B LS [A] N \0 = g Fa
’ ’ p y bk— y ﬁ T : 3 N é: J\E‘(_ éE L 6\.
combine in order to create a human. We are repeatedly reborn N Z | iz b Ly Hb I b b = [
and die in a cycle of life in the five worlds of beings — the worlds of xE g0 D bas P D Bk I A gl < N
the devas, of humans, of starving ghosts, of animals, and the hells L S 1 5 ¢ ¥ - x Vo 3] & %
¢ % % o o oy ™ T 2 < 7
— or the six worlds of beings which consist of the five worlds and i =] 2f; v 2 i 163 n 7 = L %
the world of malevolent-nature spirits. This is caused solely by the 5 Vs iy Lz j:. .A > g g 03 1o
illusions of the soul. We shall consider the helplessness of humans, 7- B Ve W o& 2 & 73 59 L =t 5 5
no one stays young forever; everyone eventually grows old. How i Vil D 5 Z 4 S /N < % ° ;
can one can be sure that he or she will not be tired of such a life, & 7 ci\ N D D A Ny 5 /:
which is as fragile as a dream? &i‘ - & <\ T h OE)’ D : = o
E\ g V> b iﬁ\ L ,75? 2 < S
Well, the person, who visited the house of moonflower at Gojo in L w2 %’o X 7 /% § % )
KYOtO, X :‘: 7117/ % 6 b 6 ﬁu ~ Yg
- N S
70 é ) > A\ %) b: m 'f A E‘Z ‘I‘_H:
Woman  was a renowned man who wears a headdress with fringe made of 70 - Z G %{ D N )
blue and white strings. pa }i ﬂ% Zh 72 j??( ;; H
\" @ X.
e e | | | Moo ) ic it 3
Reciters It is said that the ox carriage decorated beautifully for the festival %) IR L ° A ' z
to celebrate the birth of Kamo Deity ;{; fEH oz % 7 5 %
o b 7LC r@cé 2 % )
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Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

‘Woman

Reciters

Woman

was covered with colorful strings.

When drooping cherry trees are in full bloom...

it is the dusk of spring when many people go out.

In autumn, will the ear of the pampas glass

grow long waiting for the moon at night?

Just as the thread spun by an ignoble woman,

I think of the pain and bitterness of serving for a long time.
Thinking of such things all night, I cry through the night alone like

a plover on the Akashi Coast. I cry through the night alone like a
plover on the Akashi Coast.

5. Woman Who Goes Out to Get Firewood Strictly Cautions the Guests

The woman tells Yukei that she is going out into the mountain to gather
firewood to keep off the cold. She has her guests adamantly promise not to
look into her bedroom while she is out. After repeatedly cautioning them, she
leaves for the mountain while showing her reluctance.
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Woman

Yuakei

Woman

Yukei

Woman

Yukei

Woman

Well, excuse me, guest monks.

Yes, madam. How may I help you?

As it is a very cold night, I am going up on the hill behind my house
to gather firewood and would like to welcome you with a fire.
Would you mind waiting for a while?

Thank you for your kindness. We shall wait for you then. Please
come back soon. (I am grateful for your kindness; however, I can
hardly imagine that a woman goes out into the dark night.)

I travel a familiar path, so I will be fine.

I see. In that case, please come back soon.

Yes, I will come back in a hurry. Oh, I have to tell you one thing.
You must not look into my bedroom while I am out.
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Yuakei Certainly, madam. We promise not to look inside. Please rest % ]?I] ? 140%% g )
d. (No guest monk will peep into his host's bedroom. S -
assured. (No guest monk will peep into his host’s bedroom.) X 2 B o# 7) % F 5 ¢ &
5 o fit o % b E
Woman Iam glad to hear that. Do not look in my room. Nor should the < #n "9 = W ¥ r ;) L
mountain priests over there. ;) ji E 15\ D Z A D % ES
g = ge© L X - il L
. . B2 T j; b ¥ ° e
Accompanying Priest % iﬁ ﬂﬂ @b " & L s w oY%
- \
I understand. V) E X X % - o %_ i
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6. The Temple Servant Serving Yukei Looks into the Woman’s Bedroom T - E’;E - < > 13
5 e T S
Among Yiikei’s companions, one temple servant who does some menial E‘EE T D 1% L
work guesses from her unusual strictness that the woman must be hiding _';" % E)O e U S
something. He requests Ytkei to look into the woman’s bedroom; however, 2 ,2 O F ;j
Yukei does not allow him to do so, in order to keep his promise. The servant ° ’I% i N % l:
still cannot restrain his curiosity and finally after everyone falls fast asleep, he :;"g 1z Y E
peeps into her bedroom. In the room he finds a pile of corpses. He is petrified 7] Oz:) ° oA
with terror and reports it to Yukei in a panic. W f«:}; Z A
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Upon hearing the report of the servant, Yakei and his accompanying priests z < < 5 2 FE X El\ ‘f\ <
look inside the woman’s bedroom and are astounded by the scene. They N S S EN L ey F O ) e
realize that they are in the house of an ogre and run away in a great panic with T 7z < g 2 \EL l§E T 7 ? @ ¥
only the barest belongings. < o) b9 o E OO Z F ? H
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Yukei Oh my goodness! Oddly enough, when I look into the bedroom of N Jiae Jiie g e ' %ﬂi E & foa g
the house owner, numberless corpses are piled up to the eaves. The VS % % iz [6) T 5 0D Poix _
floor is covered with pus and blood, and the room is filled with <\ ) ) % L Eﬁ g8 B E % T
the stench of discomposing. The corpses are swollen, and the dead BN & D ) n ;C 2 kB
23 by {
skin and fat are putrefied. This place must be the house of the ogre S _% }% B E ;C) 2 «ig 7 =
rumored to be dwelling in the Black Mound in Adachigahara. . S S A i% 2 ° ;»; B oo
2 5 9 ez T
Accompanying Priest & 7L H P o 5
What a terrible thing we have seen! This is what the old poem says, e Z = %\ [m Ac]’. <
“Is it true that an ogre lives at the place named Kurozuka (Black 1:3@5 - 7?: EJ/E o
- > 7N )
Mound) in Adachigahara in the far northern provinces?” < D %% ﬂtl, {ﬁ: < o)
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8. Ogre Chases. Yikei and His Companions Pray

The woman who is transformed into a female ogre furiously chases the group
as they have broken their promise. When Yiikei and his companions single-
mindedly pray, the ogre disappears with a night storm.

[hayafue]

This is music to indicate the entrance of a demonic deity. A Japanese flute
performs in a dramatic and high tone, with small and large hand drums and a
drum. It is sometimes dewa (one of the pieces of music for entrance) instead
of hayafue.

Female Ogre
Stop, you fleeing mountain priests! You looked inside my bedroom
although I sternly forbade you to do so. I will inflict revenge on
you for breaking your promise!

The flames of rage burning in my heart are as furious as the smoke
emitted from the palace in Xianyang which burned for months at
the time of the collapse of the Qin Dynasty. The flames furiously
blazed up into the sky.

Reciters  The gust comes through a field and down from the mountain.

Ogre Thunder and lightening fill the earth and the sky.
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Reciters  Clouds suddenly cover the sky, and a hard rain strikes the ground
at night.

Ogre The ogre tries to gulp down the mountain priests at one swallow.
Reciters  Her footfalls approach.

Ogre Her raised iron stick horribly...

Reciters moans in the air. It is so terrible.

[prayer]

In keeping with brisk music performed by the Japanese flute, small and large
hand drums, and drum, the female ogre raises her beating stick and attacks
Yukei. Yet the ogre is finally overwhelmed by the prayer of Yuakei’s group.

Yukei Trailokyavijaya (Gozanze-myd0) in the east,

Accompanying Priest
Kundali (Gundari-yasha) in the south,

Yuakei Yamantaka (Daiitoku-myo00) in the west,

Accompanying Priest
Vajrayaksa (Kongo-yasha) in the north,
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Kurozuka / Adachigahara (Black Mound / Adachigahara)

Yiukei Acala (Dainichi-Daisho-Fud6-myo66) in the center,

Yikei and Accompanying Priest
Onkorokoro sendarimatougi, onabiraunkensowaka, untaratakan-

man!

Reciters  One who sees my body will have a desire to pursue the way of the
Buddha. One who sees my body will have a desire to pursue the
way of the Buddha. One who listens to my name will break with
evil and behave properly. One who listens to my preaching will
acquire the wisdom of Buddha, and the one who understands my

heart will immediately be enlightened and become a buddha.

Ogre, be enlightened and become a buddha now with the holy
power of this spell! Holy Acala, please bind the female ogre with
the kongosaku in your hand and punish the ogre.Yakei and the
priest assail and beat the ogre with their prayers. We gave you a
lesson, ogre!

Ogre Until a moment before,

Reciters  the female ogre, who was raging until a moment before, is instantly
weakened. She cowers, is dazzled, and staggers. Although I have
been hiding in the Black Mound in Adachigahara, I was discovered.
How shameful! What a shameful look I have! Her shout is still

horrendous.

Leaving behind horrendous shouts, the female ogre disappears in
the moans of the night storm. She vanishes with the shouts into the
stormy night.
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Kurozuka / Adachigahara
(Black Mound / Adachigahara)

Synopsis

Ajari (a senior-ranking Buddhist monk) Ytkei, who practices
ascetic disciplines at Tokobo in Nachi, in the province of
Kii (present-day Wakayama Prefecture), travels through the
provinces for Buddhist training with mountain priests and his
followers. One day, the group reaches a far northern province.
When they arrive at Adachigahara (the foot of Mount Adatara
in current Fukushima Prefecture), the sun has set. They visit a
shabby house, which is the only one in the area. A woman, who
seems significantly aged, lives in the house. Although Yukei
asks her for one night’s lodging for himself and the others, she
declines his request, as it would be too embarrassing to have
them stay in such a shabby place. The group has nowhere else to
go, however, so he implores her for help until she finally accepts
the request.

In the house Yikei finds something unfamiliar and he asks
the woman what it is. She answers that it is a spinning wheel for
spinning thread, which is a work for someone ignoble as her.
While showing how to use the wheel responding Yukei’s request,
the woman laments her misfortune that she cannot free herself
from her bitter karma in this uncertain world and feelingly
describes the evanescence of this world. The night has deepened.
The woman announces to Yikei that she must go out to gather
firewood to keep off the cold and makes the party promise that
they will not look into her bedroom while she is out.

While waiting for her, one of Ytkei’s followers however
cannot restrain himself, and despite of Yukei’s warning, he peeps
into her bedroom. There he finds a number of dead bodies piled
up high. She is an ogre, the one who has been rumored to reside
at Kurozuka in Adachigahara.

Enraged that her secret has been revealed, the woman
transforms herself into the form of an ogre and chases Yiikei’s
group, who stumble as they flee. Although she tries to catch and
eat them, when Yukei and the others pray with all their strength,
the ogre is completely weakened and vanishes within the night
storm.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Highlight

This Noh drama is one of the three female ogre stories,
together with “Dojo-ji (D6jo-ji Temple)” and “Aoi no Ue (Lady
Aoi).” Therefore, nochi-shite (the second-half lead part) wears
the mask of Hannya. This mask embodies the resentment
and fierce obsession of women; its horrible look gives us an
impression that it is not just a weird monster but that it deeply
expresses the sadness of human beings, which hannya still feels.

The woman’s narration in the first half of drama sounds
philosophical and persuades the audience to think that the
woman must have found the truth of life. It is deeply poetic and
even creates the solitary atmosphere of autumn. The woman
however becomes enraged and turns out to be an ogre because
someone broke the promise and looked into her bedroom, which
she never wishes to be seen. Her horrendous transformation
is perceived as even more fearful when it is linked with the
atmosphere at the foot of the mountain in the lonely far
northern province.

In this piece you can thoroughly enjoy “shade and shadow”
in various respects.

-14 -

Schools All five. It is called “Adachigahara” in the Kanze school while is
“Kurozuka” in the other schools.

Category a fifth group noh, kirinoh-mono ; inori-mono

Author Unknown (According to tradition, the author could be Konparu
Zenchiku or Zeami.)

Subject “Shaisha”

Season Autumn (August in the lunar calendar)

Scenes Adachigahara in Iwashiro Province

Tsukurimono a hut with bush clover (shibaya) in front of small and large hand
drums. A spinning wheel at the center front of the stage.

Characters Mae-shite awoman living in Adachigahara

Nochi-shite afemale ogre

Waki Ajari Yukei, affiliated with Tokobo in Nachi

Waki-tsure a mountain priest, accompanying Yikei

Ai a temple servant following the mountain priest

Masks Mae-shite Fukai, Omionna, or Shakumi
Nochi-shite Han'nya
Costumes Mae-shite kazura, kazura-obi (belt for a wig), karaori in
kinagashi-style, kitsuke / surihaku.

Nochi-shite a headband with color, a long red wig,
awase-happi (lined happi-style kimono),
kitsuke / atsuita, hangire (a type of hakama
trousers), koshi-obi (belt), a stick for beating,
and some firewood on the shoulder.

Waki tokin (headdress worn by mountain priests and
tengu goblins), suzukake (ball-shaped
decorations for the costume of mountain
priests), mizugoromo (a type of knee-length
kimono), kitsuke/atsuita with a large check
pattern, hakama in dkuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi, a small sword, a fan, and Buddhist
prayer beads.

Waki-tsure similar to waki, except kitsuke / muji-noshime
(noshime-style kimono with no pattern).

Ai noriki-zukin (a hood for a temple servant),

mizugoromo, kitsuke / muji-noshime,
kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama
trousers, tucking the bottoms up at the knee
with a string), koshi-obi, and a pair of gaiters.

Number of scenes Two

Length About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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