Since I have never been to Kai Province, I decided to travel to the

country.
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I'm not certain when we will reach there. Departing from

Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story ?Jg % Eg & 1%] % - %‘% ?
1. The Monk and Accompanying Monk Leave for Kai Province %‘E %‘E L it ”
C : cowoow |f
= S
A monk living in Kiyosumi in Awa Province appears with a monk following %IL—H‘_‘(, J:(; i) i%‘ f( {é w % %_
him. They depart for Kai Province. The monks arrive in Isawa and stay D n n < K 7 D fm D
overnight at a shrine by a river. 1= B B VRN = ) (ERRR s
Traveling Monk b 7 7 ’ ‘a; % f o)
The man before you is a monk living in Kiyosumi in Awa Province b\ ﬁﬁ iﬁ? ° i
(present-day southern Chiba Prefecture, in Kamogawa City). i % % F
] %
~
i
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Kiyosumi in Awa where the white waves make bubbles (awa in
Japanese), I cross Mutsura and go over the hill of Kamakura.
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Traveling Monk and Accompanying Monk
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Worn out by traveling J: jFH
=
Accompanying Monk a ;d‘; gg
Our shabby look worn out by traveling 0 L fc il
B 2 D, Iz
Traveling Monk and Accompanying Monk 111} I D %
does not disturb those of us who have renounced the world. ,@ ]l_g 1o Lo
Temporarily sleeping on a grass mat, hearing the tolling of the % )If T {é
bell in our morning dreams, we leave the Tsuru region (near % : ?—
present-day Tsuru City in Yamanashi Prefecture) in the morning > =) %
when the cranes cry. We pass a mountain path around the time < ﬂﬁ B 1%
when the sun is at its highest. We arrive in Isawa (present Isawa 7)) ES A
town in Fuefuki City, Yamanashi Prefecture). Passing through the EI J} j; JI
mountain path, we arrive in Isawa. %j % A g
{ @ S &
A o Z U]
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story %Tg ‘/ZI:’_ /%; ?;g - E ;L g g
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[Dialogues with Ai-kyogen] X i (5 %% % Q = 9: E [ E A
Since the sun has set, the monks request lodging for a night from a villager. 5 Z g Z 7% HI 5 " oA 7 = W EE
The villager however declines their request as he cannot host any travelers. I & Wz 0&) lg o“‘\ 73 % 756) &b\ < I
Instead, the villager tells them that they can stay at a shrine built by a river ? % 3? % HE A /N b = S pa ‘uﬁ_l
although something luminous appears there. The monks therefore decide to ZC ) g ¥ ;'é IX?. E? E E w7 J%
stay at the shrine. > rh o) » % 2 [N O 2 S
g % sy oowm R 2 Tk %
o A 5 6 i »
2. The Monks Meet and Talk with an Old Cormorant Fisherman ;C) i 7;% o ib) < & g frj> ?
A 1 H = 1

s : T D if

The man who appears before the monks with a torch is an old cormorant G Og 14% DL {i; l:% D /';\
fisherman. Although the traveling monk admonishes him to quit fishing, b > D B o . H T ﬁ
which kills living creatures, the old man responds that he cannot. When the fﬁ 9 X H = =5 5% e
accompanying monk starts telling about a cormorant fisher whom he met % % 9 = A E i)i % =}
before, the old man responds that the fisherman has died and reveals a full = ?)\ i.i\ ? 3 5 I f_‘ %
account of the event. i T %% ?‘i S 1,{ il
o X V> (L V7 @
Old Cormorant Fisherman AL g R oo D & BT
Just as the darkness covers the river when the torch on the cormo- ’E g8 Iz fi’ z[;’% @ *ﬂ =
rant fishing boat burns out, how can I go in the deep darkness of 4 ¢ =2 E Z) 7"5 U %
the way to the nether world? 2 Ck) i ’—ff £ é ﬁi o
2 : oz a e -
When I think how aggravating this world is, I should have % 1z = 3 $ F A °
renounced the world. But I cannot embrace such thoughts. I enjoy /g ° & };\ (2) n Iz /”3
cormorant fishing on the river in summer. I fish and kill living 4 %z D ¥ 5 & =]
things. How miserable I am. % 3:) gg O%) ) %{ 'fg ?/
voS H &I R it
- E: 5o ¥
73 7 < foe A
L M fi il
7z ICIIRAN z Iz

v
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story

A traveler in the T’ang Dynasty in China, Sun Ben (admired

the moon and) swore an oath to the moon and made love. The
wedded couple became a pair of stars (Altair and Vega). The
aristocrats of the present day lament over moonless nights. In
contrast, I hate the night with the moon and am happy and fish in
the dark night.

However, the sheer darkness after the torch on the boat burns out
saddens me.

My work is unpleasant. My occupation is miserable. Though I do
regret my misdeeds in my previous life, the regret does not help
me. I paddle the cormorant fishing boat between waves. Although
I value my life so much, it will be eventually lost. I however hang
onto life and try to extend it. How wanton is my taking of life.
How hard my slaughterous job.

As usual I will go to the shrine and rest my cormorants.
(Some schools include this phrase.)

Ah, I didn’t know that travelers are here today.

Traveling Monk
Yes, I am a traveling monk. Although we tried to stay in the
village, we were told that they do not offer a night’s lodging
for travelers like us. We therefore decided to stay at this shrine
tonight.

Old Man Isee. To be sure, there is no one in the village who is willing to
offer a night’s lodging.
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offered a feast that night.

<
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Old Man So, you are the monk who came that time.

Accompanying Monk
Yes, I am that monk.
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story }E.E % @E % ?:E f &
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Traveling Monk
By the way, may I ask who on earth you are? . — -
13 fL 7125 b = J@I % % L Z L fL E% i )
N 8 S v I E D < i3 <
Old Man Iam a cormorant fisher. When the moon is in the sky, I always > <  r ¥ P X b o ' B T > B N
rest at this shrine, and when the moon goes down, I fish by using % ci\ L % D ¥ %k H 5 &ji XY fefi H
cormorants. D < % ;% < % Z N v %
. D D S 77 Z By =
Traveling Monk ’ ’ ‘ foh I T X T ¢ O O fii 5 X 3]
Then, I guess I don'’t need to be bothered with you. Seeing how you Q D D L iA 3 x < iz - b D >
look, I suppose you must be very elderly. It is dreadful for an old g B T B O) B F 7 VA RN T ¥ -
man like you to engage in such a slaughterous job. Please quit the J:O 8971 '9: > K Fr = S/ k)\ X < ‘3; g % )
fishing and forge your livelihood by something else. % - O % D A 5 T &
8 gey Y 8 N \ o g >
§ a>? oA # ? b R 9
S S 3
Old Man I understand what you want to say, but I have earned a living with 2 E % ; z llﬁiE) %) 2_3; ;]:) l%
this job since I was young. It is asking too much to get me to quit ° r D 5 %‘ 7.7; ft ) A
this occupation now. 9 5]?1\‘ L H 5 =24 H: T
X é 3 et T El
Accompanying Monk H & & D éE % >
panying 4y Wy i 2t °
Let me tell you a story. This old man reminds me of a certain ?) e ¥ £h "% %
event. Two or three years ago, I passed by a place named Iwaochi H . . &
7 Y K ) Bz
down this river. At that time, I met a cormorant fisherman like this 1z < o i YA D
old man. I told him that his business breaks one of the Buddhism S é Z T T 1%
precepts, the precept forbidding the taking of life. He might think n Z D =1 75\\ L
that my preaching made sense. He invited me to his house and }% % H% _}éz g
J £ N
h Wz T
Lo e
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209 ¥
SRS L
7 %% 7z
y e D
- <
— & >
2 z

FONONTI [, SSRYIFAELERES (FTESIme

AeoER JF

BesGR—4 LY A ~ thegg.com -4 - http://www.the-noh.com



& z
T K =2 K 3
1
A
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Ukai (Cormorant Fis ant fisherman passed away. L 3 7= 4B ; '5: ?E.I z B b < T 7%; ¢ %z
Man  Alas, you know, that cormor >N ?7 bz {f 5 E e % PR % g%
Old Man Als 5w 5 1 b i S 5 K
2&““%??‘%: oz o
Traveling Monkl ask why he was deceased? W< 71%) % ig - 'ﬁ; 11:) g ¥ ET% e 70% =S
May . tion. ° S oy U : >
of his occupa 2 z fF MW \ [
hame to say but he passed away because e % g &b g = Tlnl [f % fh ;C‘ <
It is shame D =1 N
Old Man g oo & w ; Z_S u oL ES A ’%&) 2, 7;)
1 s of his death? e Aok 2 7D F R 2
Traveling Monk 1d you tell me the details o T b H L » 9 X it 1 L
Wl con R r2lo ¢ ¥
;é‘: 77 T D S 7 e ¢ ° =h D |73}
Old Man  Yes, [ will tell you. hin the T L T F T ° X N AH + F
s ithin - b} A D
ing of life is strictly prohibited wi River. Many I F Z % ;’ ? + i < ) L
First of all, any taking o d downstream of this Isawa tioned S ¥ D Cu\ K Hﬁ ﬂﬂ ?’; —F < < 7z
; tream an ) ou just men - I — . © S
several miles ups ive in Iwaochi, the area y. in the g > o D D N— 7
hermen live in kily paddled in ! B & % H ¢
cormorant fis an who sneakily . s < 1 - A3 =
rant fisherm ight. The village Lo . Z - ) e
There was a Corcrln ;id cormorant fishing eve‘rY Izlgreveal who he ﬁb& BB fgﬂ 13 &o 7‘;3 % fid ‘ 2 -
banned area an d waited for him to er 3 = I “ ’ <
' he poacher an fisherman, who nev iA D z | °
bitterly hated t hing cormorant fis ked in F F O£ - > 5% L
i ht the poaC lng i1 f()r hlm; snea . 2] & z/L TQA i
was. One night, ) rs were waiting led n < W L fea jo3n)
hat the village ts. The concea D ¥ v H U
en dreamed t ith his cormoran “Kill 7o MWE I oW <
:l\:e banned area and fished wi.m caught him, and called I:l D x L % b\ ;;» > o R %
jumped on him, I the others. - e - - =
. denly jumpe 1d save al T B Z ! D ? A
villagers sud illing one they wou nd ) ¥) (ﬁi 7
’ believing that by killing is hands together a b L 25 = it 2 % %
him!” believing ressed his ha ibited & o A w0
nt fisherman p ing of life was prohibi 5 ) ES S
Then, the cormora that the taking o L A T A F 5 S HB N
. know do it again. 0) 7 711_ = L
hat he did not ful and never 8 %n = A VA 2
pleaded t 1d be more care . rs and l]ll 711’_’_ i) 7 6
. d he wou raged village h < B o
in this area an . er toward the en din A D VAN Z n
is hands in pray an was wrappe - ¥ o e A
He clasped his lped him. The fisherm < 7= — 5 D X <
d but no N S
lamented, but no one help tom of the river. He shoute 4 7bi ¢ z A i ° E W
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This is the story of a man who went down to Hell. It is a wonder to

) o # 2 f = *
Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story & x 23 OE) & H J_;Ié
I myself am the ghost of that very cormorant fisherman. Please ‘E & % D
offer a prayer for him I o =
‘ o B m B & O | k2
noooo Kk 28 o b A |2 L o
‘ ' b 13 z s U i Lok < A D" N
(Some schools include the following phrases.) o D i): ‘f\ B Iz T % — e
Group Reciters < B " ]LE ) nr Z 2 0 % %’LE %‘
Since I was sinful in this world, since I sinfully acted in this W2 b ey ?}E % 2 D =) Z)O 72; S
world, my yang (positive) soul goes to another world while my % e H ?E s ¥ ﬁé 153 Y )\ _ fl? = Z
yin (negative) soul suffers in this world. This is not someone e E’ \% NN z @3 gé r ;‘L .~ gi %
else’s problem but actually happening to myself. Please offer a % . & Z R v {% 5 1% &3 ([ D
N % ? == -t.'- ') A 35
prayer for me. Please offer a prayer for me. D < ;C ?let: 1= % 75 o Atk Z ?@%
A N N c N 2
T M y D 7] /NG &
Z w8 5 - | & Ko v
Traveling Monk Z g ;% fifi e E‘ ﬁ EE' E g 101):
Oh my..., you are the ghost of the cormorant fisherman. Then, < 2 3 D A ¥ 7 < 7 % #
in order to confess for atonement, could you show us how to do E ° |3E\ ZLC fd: 4 7 4 < M T
cormorant fishing, which brought you to this sin? We will pray for 5 I Iz i F e VA :
you cordially. é.: = % 1@% 2‘ I z I A ow =)
e o) > Vo W oD 7z %)
~ N . % o 7} o E’ y) i
Z £y
£ ° z B I 7
3. After Showing the Way of Cormorant Fishing, the Old Man Disappears Fi‘ % X ‘% ;g Ff N ﬁ/‘% E,);
i 1z ) N I & )
Following the monk’s entreaty, the ghost of the old fisherman shows the 7% iy A & A{ EfE it (E\ i
monks the method of cormorant fishing [U/-no-dan (the scene of cormorant :‘:- 2 % % z WE’E ; f; %
fishing)]. The moment of entertainment goes. Before long the ghost fades in > :C % / 1z % 7 f%‘ Vo
the darkness. o ZJ e % = D i = <
7 L : Vg 2 7
Old Man The night has already matured. The time of cormorant fishing has |z |z E ES i3 12 <y
come. Now, let’s use the cormorant for fishing, the source of my b ZAS » L D &;- @ v 2
wrongful act. % 2 e }f d?;): 75)3 5‘)
; 3 ° i
i H i ; Iz i
Traveling Monk % % o N z T

witness the way that the deceased is captured within the karma of
suffering because of his misdeeds.
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story

Old Man Brandish the dampened torch,

Traveling Monk
with a band tucking up the sleeves of coarse kimono made of

wisteria vine,

Old Man open the basket for cormorants, bring the birds out,

Traveling Monk
the rough cormorants, which just came out from their cage, are

Old Man into the waves in the river

Traveling Monk (or Old Man)
at the same time

Old Man released.

Group Reciters
How interesting, how amusing. The cormorants chase the fish
stunned by the light of the torch, which brightly illuminates even
to the bottom of the river. Dive and catch. Dive and catch. The
birds constantly swallow the fish. At this moment of excitement,
I completely forget about the sin of killing, its bad karma, and my
next life. It is just amusing. If I am in the water of the Yodo-gawa
River, carps in a preserve will be caught. Although this is not the
Tamashima-gawa River which is famous for sweetfish, if we are
in a stream where baby sweetfish swiftly swim, no cormorant will
be lazy to miss any fish. Why, mysteriously, my shadow became
darker though the torch is still burning. I see, now the moon rises.
How sorrowful.
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story

The torch on the cormorant fishing boat is dead. I must return to
the path of darkness. I can do nothing about missing it. Hopeless, I
hate to leave.

[Interlude]

4. Villager Talks to Monks about the Fate of Old Man Who Broke the Prohibition against Fishing

A villager comes to check the monks and calls to them. For the traveling
monks who ask about the cormorant fisherman who broke the precept against
fishing, the villager narrates the story. After his story, he recommends the
monks to pray for the dead fisherman when he heard that the ghost of the
cormorant fisher appeared. As the monks propose to write the verse of the
sutra on stones as an offering, the villager offers to pick stones up for them and

exits.

5. Monks Transcribe the Lotus Sutra on Stones and Pray for Old Man

The traveling monks write a single character of the Lotus Sutra on each stone
and pray for the ghost of the cormorant fisherman.

Traveling Monk and Accompanying Monk
Pick up stones on the river bank,

Accompanying Monk
Pick up stones on the river bank,
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story F,‘;‘E] 3 j_ % b /\ A
ok S u £

Traveling Monk and Accompanying Monk x El;ié R JSD — ’/L‘\‘ fg‘ jEQ E E
we will write single characters of .the exq.uls1te Lotus Su.tra on each 2 8 4 i B3 h W < A M * 5 v i
stone. If we submerge the stones in the river as an offering, why YO UL Ak 7z L %) 5 B * VNN B

can he not float up? Why can he not float up? (He must resurface o < ook B ¢ B w» al — L %
and become a Buddha.) = % o H W b WoFT D Z)O X = i < &
o - X h TH# & D o< n )
T® S5 T v R gﬁg)% 5\2351 ' SN |
N > IS ~ Y

6. King Yama Appears and Praises the Merit of the Lotus Sutra Saving Old Man %% E)C ;: ;{ %o % ¥ = N L 2 f %A. BN T
iy I N = gy e Z T

A S R zi [ % f“_’ L i

King Yama enters with great force. He announces that the ghost of the cor- L ¥ #Z Y IZ i 57 5 g e = oI
g g g ] EE] - e N 2o by E oy o
morant fisherman is now saved due partially to the merit of offering a feast to ié ; S5 B ¢ B 3 EE' - j( D > L\ < =
the accompanying monk when he was in this world. Furthermore, King Yama 1007 B B S = A w O b= 7 #
DMz b L AH I WA

lauds the Lotus Sutra and proudly declares that even a bad man will achieve F‘ E Z; D O 2 n 7 %o ; 5 7

salvation if he exercises the virtue of mercy and offerings to monks. _ £ L 9 B T < ) % ETI)) #H N
Boon o $OX e ® 2 A
[Hayafue (fast flute)] S ¢ FH v X ZDO A » = IjJ A -~
With the fast and aggressive rhythm of small and large hand drums and a ® % A ERCE L % 7bi pes ) ?
drum, and with the high note of the Japanese flute, King Yama vigorously runs % W e Gl e j'ﬁ“i 7C g % 7bi 3
along the gangway bridge and enters the stage. ’I‘g ‘}; E?E ;5;2 ﬁ éﬁ fgji ﬁj Eﬁ: i p %
o % Gk Hiel W % 5

King Yama S O SN % L7 [ &
Hell does not exist far away from you. It exists right in front of the ‘f; 7 E % b iR < D 5 % < e

human world, and evil demons are dwelling inside the human’s % < I S| Q %) JLQ % % F
heart. That cormorant fisherman had fished in the river since he z % t LC” ?J_J % e b iR T\
was young and accumulated the sin of killing. Therefore, the iron LY LL; 2 L i d% = ol 7 BN P
tablets inscribed with his misdeeds were too many to enumerate *25 < 13 F % ) 1z ~ L i i

while the golden paper to write down his good conducts was blank N T RS & A e D T .z
and nothing to write in it. He was supposed to descend into the 2T <\ Y )\ i 2 ik }jJ 72() W

Avici Hell. However, thanks to his merit of offering a dinner to ] f‘\ b —— Ui T‘\ Fo % %)

a monk, the demons in Hell ease their attitude toward him and Iz BE e = > z b 7 <
. o ) I U b G SN ] #E b o

say they will send the old man to Paradise right away. The devils Z qp ° D D & [ Vb
transform the fishing boat to the Ferry of the Vow of Salvation (a ;— < % i 9B D N 3 T = é
metaphor of the Buddha’s vow that He will save living creatures by S H N Z Iz + 35 ¥ A N

bringing them to the shore of the enlightenment).
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story

King Yama (Reciters)
Just as the fishing boat becoming a rescue boat for helping the
Lotus Sutra, which saves the living creatures,

Reciters (King Yama)
the torch floats up to the surface and glows.

King Yama (Reciters)
The numerous ambivalences of the human world, just as the

numerous floating clouds,

Reciters (King Yama)
are blown by the wild wind of the truth.

Reciters  The sky is now cleared as far as a thousand miles away. In the sky
the moon of the True Thusness rises.

How wonderful. The evil ones who sank to the bottom of Hell are
sent to Paradise. How miraculous the auspicious power of the
Lotus Sutra is!

King Yama Since the merit of the Lotus Sutra is considerably deep, I have

come to save living creatures who have taken the path of evil.

Reciters It is such a precious oath! What is the meaning of the character
“myd” in the title of Myohorenge-kyo (the Lotus Sutra)? What does

=

the character “myo” mean?

King Yama It extols the virtue of the sutra. It means the exquisite law (the

precious teaching which is beyond the meaning of words).

Reciters  Why does it have the name “sutra”?
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) Story o %;; o %—g
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Ukai (Cormorant Fishing)

Synopsis

A monk living in Kiyosumi in Awa Province (present-day southern Chiba Prefecture, in
Kamogawa City) departs for Kai Province (in present-day Yamanashi Prefecture) with a companion
monk. They arrive at Isawa (in present-day Fuefuki City, Yamanashi Prefecture). Since the sun
has set, they decide to stay the night at a shrine standing along the Isawa River. An old cormorant
fisherman appears with a torch and exchanges words with the monks. The monk who observes the
aging cormorant fisherman tries to persuade him to change his job in order to quit killing living
things. The old man however responds that it is too late for him to do so. The companion monk,
who is listening to the conversation, remembers that he was treated to a meal by a cormorant
fisherman when he visited this area a few years earlier. He mentions the fact, and the old man
responds that the fisherman was killed since he broke the precept against taking life. The old man
gives the account of the event and reveals that he is the ghost of the killed cormorant fisherman.
After showing the way of fishing using cormorants, the ghost disappears in the darkness.

After hearing the tragic death of the cormorant fisherman from the villager, the monks write a
verse of the Lotus Sutra on stones on the riverbank and pray for the fisherman’s soul. King Yama, the
lord of the realm of the dead, appears to notice that the old man who was supposed to descend into
hell due to his sin of killing is now saved because of the merit he achieved from offering the feast
to the accompanying monk. Then, King Yama praises the precious benefits of the Lotus Sutra and
recommends having mercy for taking good care of monks.

Highlight

This piece includes the highlights, which graphically describes the past events just as if they
are restaged in front of your eyes. The highlights include the scene of “U-no-dan (the scene of
cormorant fishing)” which shows how a fisherman manipulates cormorants from a boat at night
under the light of torches, the scene which describes the severe punishment issued on breaking the
precept prohibiting fishing, and the scene of the offering of writing the verse of the Lotus Sutra on
stones. These scenes convey a subtle antiquity.

Further, the entire piece emphasizes the wonderfulness of Buddhism and the Lotus Sutra. We
can glimpse aspects of ancient beliefs.

It is also held that the traveling monk is Saint Nichiren himself, who was devoted to ascetic
training at Kiyosumi.

“Delight at the beginning but sadness is left when the cormorant fishing boats are gone.” This
famous haiku poem composed by Matsuo Basho feelingly describes the world of this story.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

-12 -

Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of scenes
Length

All five

The Fifth group noh, kirinoh-mono

Enami Saemon Goro (Revised by Zeami)

Unknown
Summer (May)

Isawa in Kai Province

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite
Waki
Waki-tsure
Ai

Mae-shite
Nochi-shite

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Waki

Waki-tsure
Ai

Two

Old man (Cormorant fisherman)
King Yama

Traveling monk

Accompanying monk

Villager

Asakuranojé, Waraijé, or Sankdjo, etc.
Kobeshimi

jo-kami (wig for old man'’s character), mizugoromo (a type of knee-length
kimono), kitsuke / muji-noshime (noshime style kimono with no pattern), koshi-obi
(belt), koshimino, a fan and a torch.

long red wig, té-kanmuri (a type of crown worn by gods or Chinese emperors),
happi-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita, hangire (a type of hakama), koshi-obi, and a
fan.

sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo,
kitsuke / muji-noshime, koshi-obi, a fan, and Buddhist prayer bead:s.

Same as the Waki

tops and bottoms of kimono for kyogen-kata, koshi-obi, and a fan.

About 1 hour and 20 minutes
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may
be differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property
of Caliber Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of
all or part of this is forbidden under copyright law.
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