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Mother of the Soga Brothers and her female servant, Kasuga no tsubone (or % 3 %’ | i % = 3 - <
a male servant) enter the stage prior to the brothers. The scene is set at the N ° | Eg E ;__-, e D % .
mother’s house in the village of Soga. B L % 5t %> ﬁo 5
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The brothers Soga no Juré Sukenari and Soga no Gord Tokimune, as well as L n = ) =
. - . . — o #® D
their servants Onio and Danzabur6 enter the stage. They talk of their revenge, VAN R w o 2
which is planned to be executed at the hunting event at the foot of Mount ) DRENES ) )
Fuji, hosted by the Shogun Minamoto no Yoritomo. E3
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Soga no Jird Sukenari, Goré Tokimune, and Their Servants ° =
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Let’s go hunting at the foot of Mount Fuji. There is a hideaway of
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male deer that hold their lives dear. There is a hideaway of male
deer that hold their lives dear.
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Sukenari Before you is Soga no Jur6 Sukenari. Since Shogun Minamoto
no Yoritomo hosts a makigari hunting at the foot of Mount Fuji,
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we Soga brothers follow and serve our Lord. Here is my brother,
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Tokimune. He was disowned by our mother, so we are thinking to
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go see her to ask her pardon and then leave for hunting.
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Kosode-soga Story

Sukenari, Tokimune, and Servants
This is the year of 1193. The rain in the middle of May makes the
snow capped on Mount Fuji dappled like the back of deer. At the
foot of the mountain, Lord Kamakura (Shogun Minamoto no
Yoritomo) hosts hunting. It must be an unparalleled event.

Sukenari Since all the warriors in the eight eastern provinces follow my
Lord,...

Sukenari, Tokimune, and Servants
...our enemy, Kudo Suketsune, must be one of them. Even though
we might fail to kill him, we shall wait for our opportunity, just as
we target deer in summer fields. We shall go out under the cloud of
other hunters.

Mountain guard at Mount Ouchi-yama is never known by others.

Hiding behind trees, without being noticed, a bow made of
Japanese Cherry Birch...

Tokimune and Servants
Without being noticed our intention, brace a bow made of
Japanese Cherry Birch...

Sukenari, Tokimune, and Servants
If he comes to close enough, shoot Suketsune rather than the deer.
We would like to echo our fame to the top of Mount Fuji. We set
our mind and wear kariginu-style kimono. Even if Lord Yoritomo
punishes us, we, such lowly ones, have nothing to be afraid. Lowly
birth actually has no fear.
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3. Soga Brothers Bid Farewell to Their Mother g g ! *E ;‘g é
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Soga Brothers visit their mother in the village of Soga in order to bid farewell 7 - ¥ )7];% 2 j;g‘ %, 7 g % N (R
to her before leaving to execute revenge. While the mother welcomes the ) T4 I % D = 5 7 ~ %’X ﬁL c
older brother, Sukenari, she still disowns and refuses reconciliation with the ES 3 Y 3 - <) 7f)§ ;;Eﬂ) 1;{" Y N
younger brother, Tokimune, rather than forgiving him. L Z %L L ES - e 2 5 5]
72 = 5 7 ES T % < ° lu'“: )
Sukenari [To Tokimune] Wait here for a second. I will go and ask someone EF' l: f{j; N }z: li 4 z Vil > ﬁEE
to help us. L & Wy & Yy 72 - > . 7 Hil
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Excuse me, is anyone around? F ‘77: =) E {)K Y 2 = % EH 3
Kasuga no tsubone (or the Mother’s Servant) j; 1;% I % 75: %; % D ®
May I ask who it is? Oh, it is you, Sir Sukenari. Z T )%)K X i % B W x
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Sukenari Could you tell my mother that Sukenari respectfully came to see C * o & & ? L

her? & Z Z 3 v 2 il X
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Kasuga no tsubone (or the Mother’s Servant) E3 < n 3 Z >

Yes, certainly. My Lady ordered me to let her know when Sir = 7= = %) =2

Sukenari comes. However, she told me it is unnecessary to tell her Hh D D - i)i E5

when Sir Tokimune is around. fzﬁ Z :; % Ei %
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Sukenari Would you please only tell her that I showed up? 5 b o N < »
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Excuse me. Sir Sukenari is here.
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Mother O, Sir Jaro, an unexpected visit. You must be on your way some- ﬁ Ig j‘\ %‘ Lz F[Z% 'b“) bo § ;T; ii) - ? g%
where else. You came all this way to see me, ...oh, maybe because... D - S S N 7 D Jast n O B i
= E X b FH ol D3 i R il & L 03
Sukenari Yes, since I haven't seen you for long time, I came to see you. Also, I Z’?i L T Uo D 5 Iz ES FFv S Y )\ U
I was ordered to join the hunting event at the foot of Mount Fuji. Lji 7 [%I TO/C % ;% % fl{: fEE %‘ § +- ?)
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Mother  Ithought so. You are on your way to go and serve Lord Yoritomo § r % %L;tcl] I% :? % g; J:\ E ~ o ‘Eﬂg e
for hunting, aren’t you? e H D M U &l N |5 HiF 9 E3) ° V)
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Sukenari Mother and son share tender moments together. Looking at this 7N L T o L 4 % n TE] 6 Z L
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scene curiously, and with envy..., < ° 1%3)1 4 \ = - #l e ~ 5
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Tokimune with envy, from behind an object, Tokimune, who incurred his ° iz 7 C H 1= VA e = b ¢
mother’s displeasure, H N : 1z D ) B y X D
% %) Bn EJE‘ 71:'.’. A 'f/\ D L Vo
Reciters just as the clouds over the peak of Mount Takama, he has no 5 D T ;g 4 &)\ ;L ;&‘ ;C_ gs ?
choice other than peeking at his mother and brother. He is also her ;; ;{? l’%) ¢ [E3 ) % 2 n T ;E
son. They have the same mother and the same nanny. The same j: 6 o H 0> 3 12 - 5 N 7
mother and the same nanny. Although they were raised equally, L iz — ¢ g X L D) ° B D
today Sukenari is cordially entertained and even receiving a cele- N gy 5 Vo D\ ? S %f‘ T
bratory cup of sake. On the other hand, Mother treats Tokimune 7 (\ S i} ° ?_ 75 H, L
coldly. He was only the next born. He is also her son. It is so sad H e I 03 [A] I O)\ e 3:
. : . 5] e K 7 72 s 9
that he is treated like a being separated by a reed fence. % H o3 iz U < e ) °
PN N N N ? N °© N
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Sukenari No one in Japan can be happier than her today. Go there and ask L X % 77; ;,)C S ?; \z
Mother to meet you, mediated by Kasuga no tsubone. < I WD ES ¥ 2’)
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Tokimune No, no, when it turns to be about myself, I am not certain if she
will be in a good mood. At any rate, I am not going to try to meet _ _
her z b w45 B B I Ic - Z T W z
D Dol SR E2 ERRE 5 - E ® Z
‘ ‘ ‘ f EHwewec A » Tl 5 @ R F
Sukenari Leave it to me, and you just hurry and go see her. 9 L B w Iy = £ ?: Iz - 9 D VAS
I w7 L 3 & IS ¢ 5F & z Lz X
Tokimune Excuse me, is Kasuga no tsubone here? Would you please tell her = %;f 00) 7z S }f ?f;L 7L % TL A 6& 2
. Vo Tz Z - £y 5 z Vo °
that Tokimune showed up? %
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Has even the nanny changed her mind about me while I am % < l;E @% lﬁ;i ° B < O ¥ < ° T
unaware? Does no one come to see me, just as the lookout come to ié w7 -t | T 0 ReR N i3
see the beacon in Kasugano field? = %’l > 1T FA ﬁjz 5 7372 % A = A
33 E 5w g iR ﬂzr h o2 W %
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Would you please tell her that Tokimune shows up? ~ hy - >
youp P ) *# o e 7 7z IRf @ ﬁ
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Mother It is interesting. Sukenari just came. Another son, Monk Kugami B2 g W E 7 Ly > D V) \z b
no zenji, lives at a temple. They are the only children I have. Who )2 @ Wt Vo P ° ° = i 9
on earth is Tokimune? Oh yes, now I remember. There was an %f\ & L lf: H fio & + § S
idiot, named Hakod who went to a temple in Hakone. Although 1:% ;;C '% N 4 5.} }‘/ éf o
3 Z
his mother told him to renounce the world, the idiot did not follow oo %“; HZ? 5 ) L Vo f}
her order and he was disowned. You have some nerve coming I % # jf 10) e S o b
back here. I disown you once again. Swearing to the deities of Izu, D 0F W L j(i e 7
Hakone, and Fuji Gongen, I keep disowning you! o v 3 N e Al N
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Kosode-soga Story

Reciters  shuts the sliding door. It is me who cannot do anything in a stupor.
Although it sounds pathetic, I would like to see her even at a
glance. But she is behind the blinds and screens. I cannot see her
at all. How pitiful I am!

Sukenari Sukenari, who does not know what went on, thinks it must be a
good sign that the time has passed. He looks inside the middle
gate and beckons Tokimune to come here now.

Reciters  Being beckoned, Tokimune comes with bent head, just like a
weeping mountain deer. It is said that parents beat you because
they love you. I cannot leave here as I miss her so much. I cannot
leave here because I miss her so much.

4. Sukenari Devotes Himself to Reconcile Mother and Tokimune

Motbher tells Sukenari that if he tries to reconcile her and Tokimune, she will
also disown Sukenari. Despite her warning, he unflinchingly comes forward
with Tokimune and tries to persuade her. Disappointed with their mother,
who still rejects Tokimune, the brothers start to leave the house in tears. At
this point in time, she cannot bear being cold towards Tokimune any longer.
She embraces her sons and forgives Tokimune. The three are moved to tears.

Sukenari Well, how did Mother feel?

Tokimune She is unspeakably angry. She told me that she disowns me once
again.

Mother Is anyone around?
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Kosode-soga Story

Kasuga no tsubone (or the Mother’s Servant)
At your command, my Lady.

Mother  Tell Sukenari that if he fusses about the issue of Tokimune, I will
disown Sukenari as well.

Kasuga no tsubone (or the Mother’s Servant)
Yes, Lady.

Excuse me, but my Lady said, “If you bring the issue of Tokimune to
the table, I will disown Sukenari as well”

Sukenari Please tell her first: “Yes, I understand.”

I would like to explain the details. We shall go to meet her together
this time.

Tokimune No, I am not coming.
Sukenari Please leave it to me. Hasten to go there.

Excuse me, but I would like to talk about our father’s enemy.
Although revenge is a well-accepted practice in the society, I am
too uncomfortable to accomplish it by myself. I would like you to
end your disownment of Tokimune and I want to bring him with
me for the hunting event to successfully complete our revenge.
Nonetheless, you told that even I will be disowned if I bring the
Tokimune issue with you. If I think seriously about this situation...
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Kosode-soga Story H# j‘g #h

Motbher, you actually do not love me, Sukenari, either.
‘ - | DRSS - B R TSI #
Reciters  Even if Tokimune tries to bid farewell in order to renounce the B 7 3% 2 ¥ 0 L n = F Z
world, a merciful mother should scold him that how come even HE =2 X 78 B H z 7 n v zZ [ n
he can abandon his brother, who intends to accomplish revenge z = %I % 7’F": ° E "3} j}; A D C%C \’g% g\;}( i% 051::
without any follower. LR H SEOD E o:; & oz B
T L o Xk E K
Sukenari Yet you disowned him because he refused to become a Buddhist - 12 W )W L X \ N T; 64 M z
monk. w3 Kk S o pE % Z LoD 2]
/A Ioow o o A e
Reciters  Even if he follows your order and renounces the world, everyone — N 2 4 = & D T i =)0 th
' - “ ok 2 S i - S %
knows about our family. They would speak behind us, “Look at N e ’ ooy e
. . A O TS % [\t K S S b
him. The son of Kawazu renounced the world to run away from his 5 o L & i H % 13 L 5 Vo B PN
family’s enemy. It was not for mastering the Buddhist Law” If other ho7 il Jt\ e V- B VAS » g b))
monks in his temple disdain him like this, he cannot renounce the Yo s T —  F OEL & U & 2z % Iz
world from the bottom of his heart but rather trembles all over with P &)\ D inZE beS Z?: L & H o FH s
bitterness at the Hakone Temple. If he has to spend such a life, his 73 % % W 2 B 5 T w j— 2 L #
life living among the mundane existence is more tranquil than the H B R & Ok b I %‘\ - A5
o 5 L B F H 5 7% ot U < BT W
life in a temple. ° X T 7 z S ,;) J): A ;E]; 7 T Iz
WMy » 1z T w1 9 4 5 F % %
Tokimune memorizes and recites parts of the Lotus Sutra all the D = D v B =) 70 < 2
time, as proof that he lived in a temple in Hakone. He prays for oo 7:;@ El\ - B oo L D 2’ %) I ;g
Mother’s peaceful life in this world and for her to go to Paradise. fir < 2 . _i): Ic 2 T C o L th 5
He also i , . v 5 N @ won ok R
e also invocates the Buddha’s name 60,000 times a day to pray 7 Y oE 2 f% %-% 1% B n
for his deceased father, Sir Kawazu. Although he has such a pure D o o HL iz L VCD e VAS
heart, he has fallen under Mother’s displeasure for the last three boF 0o 0 O 7 A S 1] 2 K %)
years and could not see her. It made him miss her even more. Also, 2 72 3 @& b D e D Sk D
he aspires to bid farewell to her before leaving for the hunting AN AL J: ] {A X i)z ;) g‘
ground. Although the world is becoming almost peaceful, there are ~ ?ﬁ 2 ig i ZZ) ik < £ °
o : : < % [ WE OB Z 7% = Al &£ X
unintentional fights at hunting or fishing grounds. I o~ £~ 2 {H > v i B PN
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5 Mz 2L o % % & T >
o LS 5 D 9 W T %

BEER— LT A theggcom -8 - http://www.the-noh.com



Kosode-soga Story it

Sukenari Furthermore, we...
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Reciters  have an unfortunate tie with a hunting ground. Looking back upon g: ig

the past, our father passed away at the hunting ground in Mount
Akazawa-yama in the remote area of Izu. Today we are heading to
a hunting ground, but you do not even care about us. With their
reproachful look, they stand up and leave in tears.
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Mother  Mother then raises her voice, “Please, people, stop my sons”

Reciters  Oh Tokimune, I forgive your unfilial deeds. I forgive you, I do not

Niateiiv
CHRCIE VSt

disown you anymore. Saying so, she comes out in tears.
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Sukenari and Tokimune
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The brothers shed tears of joy and roll on the ground with delight.
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Reciters  People seeing this scene of reconciliation reflect upon it and weep

U NAASERTCETFHNISS ARV &
S

in sympathy.
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Bid Farewell to Mother After the Party and Leave for the Hu o N % ifL % ‘IEE ; % H:ll 5?1 % 7’;; 3
5. The Brothers Bi . * T 2 i ';{ = I 301:0) D [ "
. other, > =
i oved to tears, Sukenari pours sake for his brOthe;_;: brr:thers dance a i % % Vo D ﬁg o % 6\ o
Bemgtrz?rt to drink together to celebrate their dePf'ﬁ”ture' and bravely depart g ;; i fa] g i v % i " ,E
theY S for a farewell, bid farewell to their mother in tears, | aCCOmpliSh the % _Elé Z ;:IE % 0) < ;gf % z/l, ’sz a)
(0] 4 . . e
da:;e hunting ground while making up their mind to surely [ @ L\ L b =} Iz }é g ;é;f: D #®
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revenge. X %L G D O F %5 5
disown Tokimune. Come closer. 7 % R Z £ IR %
Moth Since Sukenari says so, I no longer diso he hunting ground B £ % Lo % i T i = <\:]
other to the hun : A pars = - By EI
. brate your departure 9 =; SRS = D i 3
Come in to celebrate y: 5 - ;‘E 5 I 5 % o K .
Il her your story of years past. H: X D Ao & M4 D O .
: kimune. Come closer and te ¥y VAN P ot ° 9 P &
Sukenari  Now, Tokim B B ° A - i z o L =
Anyways.. i 2 o TR L
. 5 tl today TOkimune and MOther O) % é'ﬁ_:} b AN O) j: 7‘2 N z“
' Rewarding Tokimune’s sincerity unti . is. With his z ES 7D 7 ) Z oA 5]
Reciters - Rew How precious mother’s mercy is. 4 ﬁo 75’ < A X ° 3 M 1=
eventually open up. ke for his brother an X h L e . %
trrepressible joy, Sukenarl stands to pour Sal bratory songs with #h £l % X o z ]<E J D ~
.. : ing celebrato R B ¢
mother, does auspicious things, and sing Ji% k Iz D ”6' & BS {E
Tokimune. Héé} ;)0 %E I;‘E,? % 5 Z %
£ A S5 X
i and Tokimune between the N Ji% v
Sukenat ari t's complete our revenge and echo our fame even 3 g g{ N 5 ?L Z)o
et’s . . R
clouds covering the peak of Mount Fuji % ﬁ@ 2 ;L ]b\ ¥ R
.. hands for danc- GC\ 1z Bl - 7 -]
irling snows (on Mount Fuji), I hold up han AR ‘ g ¥ S
Reciters  Just as swirling _ L B
ing. % N a: %) o N %
0? W S ¥ % D
[otoko-mai] ied with the rhythm of a Japanese flute H 5 2 B Sk
. mpanied wit . ~ . j‘
Gallant masculine dance, accomp . ; i (twin dance), which T Va < N A %
1l and large hand drums. This is the ai-mai ﬁ 2 A , %
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Kosode-soga Story it

Reciters ~ While holding up hands in dance. While holding up hands in
dance. The brothers make a sign with their eyes and enjoy the

/)

moments with their mother with endless tears, while embracing Zf % ;é %:’: L\ %
their thought in mind that this is the last exchange of wishes with X b o H %
their mother. However, they bid farewell to her so that they can n X ol E D
arrive to the deer hunting ground on time. At the hunting ground % 7 T o Bl
at the foot of Mount Fuji, we shall wait for the moment and attain 70 ?‘; R 3?
our long-cherished ambition to kill our old enemy. A gust of wind A {2?3 l;% %
from Mount Fuji will clear up the flame and smoke of rage in our L L %

|3
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hearts. Our hearts will be then refreshed, just as looking up at the 7 5
beautiful moon in the sky cleared by the wind from Mount Fuji. If Z
we earn our names in history, Soga Brothers would be the model & e v
of filial devotion to parents. It is so delightful. kc‘a ;
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Kosode-soga

Synopsis

In 1193, the Shogun Minamoto no Yoritomo, who established the Kamakura Shogunate the
previous year, hosted a makigari hunting (a style of hunting where warriors shoot arrows at a
prey after a large number of people chase the prey towards the warriors) at the foot of Mount Fuji.
Brothers Soga no Jurd Sukenari and Soga no Goro Tokimune decide to take part in the hunting
event and learn that the murderer of their father, Kudo Suketsune, will also participate in it. They
make up their mind to kill him for revenge.

Before departing for the hunting event, the brothers visit their mother, living in the village
of Soga. The purpose of their visit is to ask her pardon for their younger brother Tokimune, who
disobeyed his mother’s order of becoming a Buddhist priest and was repudiated. They also want
to bid farewell to their mother before leaving for the hunting event, where they will act in revenge.
Although the mother welcomes her older son Sukenari, she pronounces again that she disowns
Tokimune. She announces that if Sukenari tries to mediate on behalf of his brother, she will disown
both of the brothers.

Sukenari therefore steps out with Tokimune in front of the mother, explains the plan of revenge,
and begs her to forgive his younger brother. The mother, however, persists in saying she cannot
forgive Tokimune. Their mother’s stubbornness discourages the brothers in trying to persuade her,
and they almost leave the house in tears. Mother, who cannot hold her emotions any longer, stops
them and pardons Tokimune. The three shed tears of joy at the reconciliation. Centering around
Sukenari who is deeply moved, the brothers dance for lingering farewell after exchanging a cup
of sake for departure. Then, they bid their mother farewell in tears and bravely leave in order to
accomplish their revenge.

Highlight

This piece is one of the ‘Soga-mono’ (stories of the Soga), so-called for being a play whose story
is about the “Soga” brothers. Each story of the Soga-mono describes the revenge executed by the
Soga Brothers from different aspects. The Japanese people have been familiar with the episodes
of the brothers since they became the subject of not only Noh dramas, but also of other forms of
performance art.

Kosode-soga sheds light on the episode where the Soga Brothers, determined to execute revenge,
visit their mother to reverse her feelings of disownment towards her youngest son and bid her
farewell. This piece describes the movement of tender feelings between the mother, Sukenari, and
Tokimune through the events that the mother at first does not forgive Tokimune, to finally reversing
her vow of disownment, and to offering cups of sake as a farewell to her sons.

Although the object of the trip is a bloody revenge, the story focuses on human empathy, which
is unchanged through the ages. This drama therefore successfully keeps a gallant atmosphere and
remains popular through the ages. Unlike many other Noh dramas, which emphasize subtleness
and profoundness, the simple visual effect is one of the highlights of this piece, including the staging
that the brothers show their sadness in the same form and gallantly dance together.

Furthermore, there is no waki (supporting cast) in this piece. It also makes this piece unique.
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Schools All five
Category The fourth group noh, samurai-mono
Author Unknown [Miyamasu, according to one tradition]
Subject Soga Monogatari (the Tale of Soga Brothers)
Season Summer (May)
Scenes Soga in the Province of Sagami (present-day Kanagawa Prefecture)
Characters Shite (the lead part) Soga no Jurd Sukenari
Tsure (the companion of shite) Soga no Gord Tokimune
Tomo (bit players) Servants (two: Oni6 and Danzaburo)
Tsure Mother
A [tsure (the companion of shite) in the Hosho school)] - Kasuga no tsubone (in the case of tsure, a retainer of the mother)
Masks Tsure (mother) Fukai, Shakumi
Costumes Shite ori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), kake-hitatare (tops of hitatare-style kimono),

kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in o6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi (belt), a small sword,
afan, and a bow and arrows.
Tsure (Tokimune)  ori-eboshi, kake-hitatare, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama in 6kuchi-style (white),
koshi-obi, a small sword, a fan, and a bow and arrows.
Tomo (bit players) tops and bottoms of sué (unlined hemp kimono for warrior’s daily wear),
kitsuke / muji-noshime (noshime style kimono with no pattern), a small sword,
afan, and a sword.
Tsure (Mother)  kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), karaori wore in “kinagashi’- style (no
scarlet color), kitsuke / surihaku, and a fan.
Ai [Tsure (Servant of Mother in the Hosho school)]
binan-kazura (a white cloth to wrap around the head of a kyogen performer),
nuihaku / kosode (a type of kimono), and onna-obi. [tops and bottoms of suo,

kitsuke / muji-noshime, a small sword, a fan, and a sword.]

Number of scenes One

Length About one hour
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this
is forbidden under copyright law.
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