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1. Monk Jakushé Meets Woodcutter Boy at Stone Bridge F ] gz 1% X
=]
v 3 N &
Monk Jakusho traveling around the Buddhism sites in China arrives at the 3\%@. J‘% EL 32(- éﬂ% Té lﬁﬁ 9
stone bridge in Mount Shoryozen. A woodcutter boy passes by. = ¢ > % N N
L ° = < £ K ]
Monk Jakusho < 1. F ¥ JL E
I am Jakusho (pronaunce Jakujo), who was once called Oe no % ; 73} BTIQ <
Sadamoto before I renounced the world. I came to India from % — ;d;f: #
China and continued visiting and worshipping at Buddhism sites. g 7[% ’élf Z)\
In China I visited and prayed at many places, starting from Mount 2 % > ;E
I6zan (in present Zhejiang Province). I have just arrived at Mount 9 i a; &
Shoryozen (in the present Shanxi Province). This seems to be the ° é &
famous stone bridge. I shall wait for someone and ask them to tell 9 < 5
me the story associated with this bridge and then cross it. ;% E}:/

<
v

Woodcutter Boy
Breeze sweeping through pine trees brings flowers on top of the
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firewood I shoulder. It feels like carrying snow. How tasteful this
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mountain path is.

The sun sets while I walk on a mountain path. I hear the singing of
lumberjacks and the flute of a herder. All humans bear burdens of
various karma and go on through the world. We must be bothered
by events occurring and passing in front of our eyes and end our
days with our hearts taken by them.
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Shakkyd (Stone Bridge) Story

I have come far too deep in the mountain. The clouds cover up the
path I came.

I don’t know which direction I came from. I don’t know which
direction I came from. The white-water river in the gorge sounds
like rain. No wind blows through the pine trees. Lost in the
hermitage, years have passed here after spending a half day in
hermitage. I feel that the event in such legend actually occurred to
me. Now I understand the feeling.

2. Boy Stops Jakusho Who Tries to Cross the Bridge

Through the conversation with the boy, Monk Jakusho learns the land beyond

the stone bridge is the Pure Land of Manjusri Bodhisattva. He tries to cross

the bridge, but the boy admonishes Jakusho and explains that he needs to

severely practice asceticism in order to cross the bridge.

Jakusho

Boy

Jakusho

Boy

Excuse me, but mountain man over there. Could I ask you a
question?

Are you talking to me? Yes, how may I help you?
Is this bridge the renowned stone bridge?
Yes certainly. This is the famous stone bridge. The land beyond

this bridge is the Pure Land of Manjusri Bodhisattva, Mount
Shoryozen. Now, sincerely make a prayer.
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Jakusho  Oh, this is the bridge! Then, I would cast my fate to the heart of i F & F i i B
Buddha and cross this bridge. s 2 i B - B T 35 = L N
nooi 4 2 ®m g b bowi BY

Boy Hold yourself for a moment. In the past, highly-reputed monks e " L < n * Z T O 5 [
repeatedly devoted themselves to hard ascetic training, exposed H ) W (= 7% A o & 5 T K ¥ A
their lives at risk for training, spent years at this land, and finally [E ® L %g; v )‘ 5 k2 ¢ H )3‘:5 j—o Ui

were able to cross this bridge. I overheard that a lion carefully é 3— A ?<% - ;lﬁ I ?i % ‘%?C g flg 7%

builds momentum even when it catches a tiny insect. Because of A > % > 03 % E °oWE ¥} 3% ¢ \O,C)

your spiritual power, you thought you could easily cross the stone N e A 5 i > L Y X R
bridge, which you will actually have difficulty even to go forward. % ayA D P - F W F AT e
What dangerous thoughts you have! i} /%I B @\ D Z a7 J,: ° °
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Jakusho  Listening to your story, it sounds so precious. I now understand g =t ;%é ﬁﬁ) %’ 1;? ’f‘é J;P _gb 2’
that ordinary Buddhist training will not bring one the spiritual B Ve > 5 i S B _.: 5
power to cross this brid... E3 CC; n % \a VA N F
2, 25 I & BN z

Boy Look. This waterfall starts at the clouds and crashes down thou- f")) a s T Q ERRO 1 g D
sands of meters deep into the gorge. Deep mist covers the gorge 2‘? 2 7%; % 7':0 {;,? g ﬂ?.'. 5 /?;

over the waterfall basin. It is plunging horribly. < Iz ° HH ?L o7 5 75';
S — i 2 W o IiA

Jakusho  Cling to the rocks soaring to the sky, the small stone bridge... s+ D O ?é)\ D
Boy is covered by slippery moss. Unstable steps, D ;3( _g z E\ 752 7 'c E‘
_ | | i | % ERNE %
Jakusho  you feel giddy when you cross it. 02 [N h S = 17 R
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Shakkyd (Stone Bridge) Story

Boy You lose your presence of mind.

Group Reciters
It can make you absent-minded. The stone bridge floating in
the air, the stone bridge floating in the air, take a look of it first.
Coming closer to the bridge, its width is less than a foot. Beneath
your feet it looks as bottomless as Hell. You feel like you are
walking in air over a rough stream in a gorge. Perilous steps make
you dizzy and turn faint. It is out of question for a half-hearted
Buddhist disciple to cross the stone bridge.

A bridge has existed since the beginning of the world. Originally
the deities gave the shower of rain drops and dew drops to create a
bridge, and crossed the bridge to our land. This is called the Ame-
no-ukihashi (the Floating Bridge in Heaven).

Boy There are various other famous bridges in this land and other parts
of the world.

Reciters  Thanks to the merit of the bridges, people can avoid the disaster of
floods, flourish, and travel the world (Truly one is grateful for the
bridges).

However, this stone bridge is not made by humans. It naturally ap-
peared, elongated, and crossed. It is therefore named stone bridge.
This narrow bridge is even less than a foot in width, and the moss
growing on it is smooth and slippery. Its length is about ten me-
ters. The bridge crosses the gorge deeper than a thousand meters.
Above, a waterfall falls from the clouds. Beneath, it might be Hell.
The sound of rough waves echoes like storms. Mountains and
rivers are trembling and the earth and sky are shaking. Looking at
the scenery of the bridge, it soars and comes through the clouds.
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Shakkyd (Stone Bridge) Story 1;”5 '¥ it 1;%
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For example, it looks like the rainbow in the evening light, crossing ?E)‘ {ﬂ N F
the sky after rain. Or, it looks like a fully-braced bow. N = —
S Lo knE %oLE
Eoy N
. H = j: 3 3 O)
Boy Looking far, far down the bottom of the gorge, )IE% 1,% DI %? ﬁ b %
f RO Z £ 0
Reciters My legs shiver and do not respond. Fear causes my blood to freeze, % a A < 72‘ % %
and no one voluntarily crosses the bridge. Without the support R ] H + El 33% EA
of the deities and Buddhas, no one will be able to cross this stone 7 = g')g, < ;} O%)\ ﬁ §
bridge. The land across the bridge is the Pure Land of Manjusri 2 9\ ? e N X P
Bodhisattva. Flowers fall with exquisite music eternally. Sko (a :7% LT h oI 2L A [T
Japanese free-reed bamboo mouth organ), chaku (a flute), kin i=] E F'H'ﬁ b A '5:_5
(an oriental horizontal harp), and kugo (an ancient style of harp) %O Z 7% T v
resonate under the clouds shining in the evening glow. Spreading = A éz b =
. . . . . ES < H n W
before your eyes is an auspicious miracle. Please wait for a while. A N 13
Buddha and Bodhisattva will appear very soon. i iE} >
Hif

[Interlude]
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3. An Ascetic Appears and Talks about the Stone Bridge
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An ascetic appears and speaks half to himself about the stone bridge. [The

b
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Hosho school does not include this part.]
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Shakkyd (Stone Bridge) Story

4. Lion Appears and Celebrates with Lion Dance

As a messenger of Manjusri Bodhisattva, a lion appears. After performing
gorgeous lion dance, it plays with peony flowers and completes the celebra-
tory dance.

[Shishimai (lion dance)]

This gorgeous, dynamic dance is composed of unique movements such

as shaking the head and jumping on ichijo-dai platform. A Japanese flute,
small and large hand drums, and a drum accompany this dance. This dance
is recognized as the special and advanced technique to be acquired by Noh

trainees.

Reciters Dance and music of Shishi (Lion) and Toraden [both are names
of dances], dance and music of Shishi and Toraden, the fragrance
of peony fills the scene. The lion energetically shakes its head and
dances in the fragrance. Beat the drums more, resonate the flute
more! The peony greatly opens its flower to spread the fragrance
and shows its golden stamen and pistil. The lion plays with the
peony, ducking under the foliage, and dancing like rolling. When
it shows the momentum of the lion king, all flowers and trees
bend before it. Celebrating the peaceful world where flowers and
trees bend before the Buddhas, the lion dances Manzairaku and
Senshuiraku [both are names of dances] and returns to his position
(the seat of Manjusri Bodhisattva, carrying the Bodhisattva on its
back).
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Shakkyo (Stone Bridge)

Synopsis

Monk Jakusho (also known as Oe no Sadamoto before he renounced the world) is traveling
around China and India visiting the places associated with Buddha. One day he arrives at a stone
bridge in Mount Shoryozen in China (located in the present Shanxi Province). A woodcutter boy
appears. The boy exchanges words with Jakusho and tells him that the land beyond the bridge is the
Pure Land belonging to Monju Bosatsu (Manjusri Bodhisattva) and that crossing this long, narrow
bridge arching over a deep gorge is not easy for humans (indicating the difficulty of Buddhist ascetic
training). The boy predicts that the monk will see a miracle if he stays at the bridge, and then he
disappears.

From the other side of the bridge there comes to the waiting Jakusho, a lion (or lions), messenger
of Manjusri Bodhisattva. The lion plays with gorgeous, fragrant peony flowers. After dancing a lion
dance, the lion returns to his designated position, which is the carrier of Manjusri Bodhisattva.

Highlight

Shakkyé is a kirinoh, or the last piece performed in the entire Noh program. This piece describes
auspiciousness and includes a unique Shishimai, or lion dance. The lion dance is considered an
advanced skill which requires special forms, movements, and expressiveness. Therefore Shakky6 is
classified into one of the Kiraki-mono. Hiraki-mono is a kind of an initiation ceremony in the Noh
world, which demonstrates that the performer has reached a specific level of learning in his or her
Noh training. Parts of staging differ by schools; while the other schools position the boy as mae-
shite (the first half lead part) while the Hosho school positions him as zsure (the companion of shite).
Also, the Hosho school omits ai-kyogen (interlude). Under modern theatrical circumstances it often
happens that only the second half of this piece is performed (han-noh). Renjishi or the lion dance by
two lions is also a popular way of staging in many schools.

The highlight of this piece is the extraordinary gorgeousness of the dance. It will fill the
audience with brightness and briskness. Since even novices to the Noh art can straightforwardly
enjoy this piece, it was performed to entertain distinguished guests from overseas.

BERIN—F LT A b theg@-com

Schools All five
Category The Fifth group noh, kirinoh-mono
Author Unknown
Subject Unknown
Season Summer (April)
Scenes Mount Shorydzen in China (in present Shanxi Province)
Tsukurimono  Two or three ichijé-dai (a wooden frame 6 feet in length, 3 feet 4 inches in width, and 4 or 8
inches in height, covered with gorgeous cloth) decorated with red and white peony flowers.
Characters Mae-shite (the first half lead part) (or tsure: the companion of shite) Woodcutter boy
Nochi-shite (the second half lead part) (shite) Lion
Waki (supporting cast) Monk Jakusho
Ai (interluding part) An ascetic
Masks Mae-shite (tsure) Doji
Nochi-shite (shite) Shishiguchi
Ai Hanabiki
Costumes

Mae-shite (tsure)

Nochi-shite (shite)

Waki

Ai

Number of scenes Two
Length

About 1 hour and 30 minutes

a long black wig, mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono),
kitsuke / nuihaku, koshi-obi (belt), and a fan.

along red wig, happi-style kimono,

kitsuke / atsuita karaori (thick outer robes), hangire (a type of
hakama), and koshi-obi.

shamon-béshi (a hood for high-class monks) or

sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks),

kara (a piece of square cloth worn over other clothes by
Buddhism priests), mizugoromo, kitsuke / kogéshi-atsuita
(thickly woven kimono with small check patterns), hakama in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.
mizugoromo, kukuri-bakama (a style of wearing hakama
trousers, tucking the bottoms up at the knee with string), and a
pair of gaiters.
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this
is forbidden under copyright law.
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