Chikubu-shima (Chikubu-shima Island) Story
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1. Emperor Daigo’s Retainer and His Retinue Hurry to Chikubu-shima for Prayer
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The retainer of Emperor Daigo, accompanied by his retinue appears and

s
He Gy ot

announces that they will travel to Chikubu-shima Island for prayer. They then B i}’: %
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Bush warblers are born in a bamboo grove. Bush warblers are said 5=
to be born in a bamboo grove. Shall we visit Chikubu-shima Island
which has a bond with bush warblers.
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Retainer Iam a retainer of Emperor Daigo. By the way, I heard that the H
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shrine of Benzaiten, located on Chikubu-shima Island in Ohmi
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Province, is highly efficacious. Today I was given holidays to visit °
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the island to offer prayers.
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Retainer and Followers
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We have already passed the shrine in Shi-no-miya on a shore, we
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get to the famous spring of Hashirii. People say that the water runs
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fast at the end of this stream. The moon reflecting in the spring is
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pure and clear, matching the pureness of the reign of his Imperial
Majesty. We respectfully pray to the deity at the barrier of Osaka
and cross the mountain to soon enter the village of Shiga. We now
arrive at Nio-no-ura (Lake Biwa). We have reached Lake Biwa.
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forget the bitterness of my work as a fisherman.
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Old Fisherman
I before you have lived in this lakeside village for many years. The
fish hauled in the morning and the evening,
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Old Fisherman and Young Woman
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this poor being catches many and finally manages to support
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2. Old Fisherman and Young Woman on Fishing Boat Enter Iz f: D
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An old fisherman in a fishing boat appears, accompanying a young woman. 5 H fp\ 5 < - & 0) il % 23 i<
After talking about his life as a fisherman, he navigates his boat to the shore, %)I X%L il E % i f{: ?: {%ﬂ: ,0;, NN f
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himself. Days of my routine life start and end while drifting
between waves without rest. I am ashamed of myself who barely
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survives in this world.
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Oh well, even though we use the same word, fishing, this lake is
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especially superior to the other places. Blessed by various scenic
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Young Woman
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Blessed by various scenic beauties,
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Old Fisherman and Young Woman %_ % :EF ES

if we look over from the shore to the mountain, we can see the Z & B C i = ES % H 25 Wl

city of Shiga, the flower garden (the garden created at the time of 5 12 0L D N » =5 & B o 2

Emperor Tenji), and the blossoms of mountain cherries celebrated j/}, Z P’ 5 $Z ‘ ETRIEAN o ; = 5

in the poem “as in olden times” Mano Cove is seen there. 3: D h & H o1l é J{—: D L Z & Il

Someone is hailing our boat from the cove. Shall we pull over T 7z ;’E # EE! ) & Ic Z)\ % N
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3. The Boat with the Retainer on Board Leaves for Chikubu-shima Island S Hh T Z 3 L Fit E % 4 S A_E *L
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When the Retainer asks to give him a ride to Chikubu-shima Island, the old Iz % ‘790 g( % I 7+ N N < g =
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fisherman once declines his request. However, learning the retainer’s plans Vi > o ] % =N & ) I o

to visit the island for prayer, the fisherman and woman willingly accept the ) 2 i L ’3_; B E’/\\ VN lﬂj"[_ z 6

request. The fishing boat with the group of the retainer leaves the shore for 0 % % < i J5E H?'; U & B

Chikubu-shima Island and smoothly travels in the splendid spring scenery of LB Jig };21_ & - 7 i A
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Retainer Hello. We would be obliged if could be given a ride on your boat. z SHG 2 D D 4 23 9§
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This is not a ferry like the ones available at the terminals of Ei = T }E) Jff Z i %o i3

Yamada and Yabase (the ferry terminals located on the east shore ~ El:E 7- ¥ < |7 EE X 'f__t
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Retainer I knew that you are a fishing boat, but I still want you to brin: % 3 T ° =D L 1
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us. I am a visitor to Chikubu-shima Island for the first time for L L \a E}:ﬂ ° = o Tt

prayer. Since I think you vowed to rescue all living creatures from ¥ 0%) < Z)O ? ';E: L

sufferings with your boat, I would very much like to come aboard L t %) 7 é‘f 6 > % A
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Truly this Chikubu-shima Island is a sacred place. If I refuse the
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Chikubu-shima (Chikubu-shima Island) Story it ’;; it ES %
that it will be against the will of the deity. Therefore, I shall invite
you to come aboard my boat. s N N
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Retainer It is delightful that we can climb aboard the boat rescuing all living 3 fh Tt H o KR L v {F X WOz 4 1% H W
creatures from sufferings. It must all come out thanks to the power 7 /N Z N = % 13 4 M ° B Z Dz
of the law of Buddha. A N g < ¢ 3 § Elx oD RS & 72k
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Reciters  This is the lakeshore of Shiga whose name is always set with an ° ZC 7K T 7 H v F Yg}; H - VAS T
epithet of “ripple” in poems. However, we have not so much as a i = El [l é D T D N Gi\ = H —~
ripple today. Standing over there, sir, did you come from Kyoto? % ft Yf' 70 GEJ 1Y ‘:l: T z ZE; T’IC] 5;
I feel sorry for you. Come aboard and enjoy the view of the ﬁgﬁ} ;}% L c iR = g 70 O)B it N 7
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We are on the lake. We are on the lake in Ohmi Province. The v " N EEE2 N e ’ = > -
mountains near the coves in the lake seem to be in the first flush (m 2 '|j§ < %E I D 75—) E bH 7? ;‘%
of spring. The cherry blossoms covering the mountains appear like Q ° % - 73) %‘B f)i %‘ ?)“ n }%i ;))
piled snow. Did it fall? Will it remain? The view of the mountain E H L ’b‘:‘)‘ L o WM o = b )
capped with the gorgeous amount of snowy flower or flowery = f?) Ad ORERE Z2 IL 1z g VA 1z
snow makes us wonder when it will disappear. We would say that é @ < A+ Oz ° & Y 2 I
it is the Mount Fuji of Kyoto. In a spring day when brisk coldness 70 I == H; 174 é % G = n
still comes back, boats will paddle out to the lake one after another _l% id-; j—\ & ? D e D %
even through the gusts blow down from the Hira Mountains. ¢ ?;% = § 2‘ ﬁi %J % {ﬁ‘ 60;2
Thanks to the custom of journey, I am unexpectedly blessed with oA < 5 < £ v g N 7LC S
a chance to share the same boat with people of Kyoto, who usually i)) o é 3 # i i)i 13
live above the clouds. While becoming familiar with each other on N S S B ¢ ) %<4 N §)
the way offshore, Chikubu-shima Island comes into view. A J T D % D 1%
% v M B A
Old Fisherman — Cu_; % %ﬁ ;é gj I % £5) %
Trees reflect green shadows deeply in the lake. Oﬁé 7t ,0) HOS b g)) 1l ﬁ i
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Reciters  Fish swimming in the lake appear to be climbing up the trees.
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Old Fisherman
If you are going to the deity of Chikubu-shima Island, I will guide
you along the path.
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Retainer It sounds delightful. Let me follow you then.

Old Fisherman
Please come enter here. This is the Sarasvati of Chikubu-shima
Island. Now, sincerely make a prayer to her.
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4. The Group Arrives at the Island and Visits the Shrine of Benzaiten % v ¥ o~ 1% D ¥ = I3 ¥ A =
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The boat arrives at Chikubu-shima Island, and the old fisherman guides the gl U A l/: i fi L . /%%‘ =
group of the retainer to the shrine which enshrines Benzaiten (Sarasvati). z‘; £ ? E g&; é‘; L 8 N
When the retainer sees that the woman comes along with them, he asks < h 7 7 VS < < B #
whether the place prohibits women from visiting. The fisherman therefore L 4 g N 6 > w iz ;
explains that women are admitted to land on Chikubu-shima Island and clears X N V) Z VA [ize (B ~
the concern of the retainer. Then, after implying their identities, the woman ) S ° n =) Iz % D 1))
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Retainer This place is even more awesome than I had heard. By the way, I
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am wondering a little. Although I heard that no woman is admitted Téﬁ ﬁjcj
to land on this island, why does that woman come together with h=58 VAN I

us?
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Yes, I understand what you mean. However, I am pleased to tell

Reciters ~ Sarasvati takes the shape of a woman, even appearing as a celestial
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maiden with her spiritual grace. She of course does not discrimi-

=
C
e

N
3

nate against any women. Only those who do not know about her
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mercy can ask such a question.
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A long time has passed since she took such a holy vow of mercy to
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save all living creatures and achieved enlightenment. she has been
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Reciters ...exists. It is a diver’s boat to paddle to the shore, attracted by the
shadow of the pine growing on the rocky beach of this Chikubu-

—Eﬂ
NS A RIS >
XA OSEIHARG SR TF A ovSte-

Pl

shima Island. The one standing in front of you is not a human. °
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Saying so, the young woman then pushes the door at the top of
the steps of the shrine open and enters the sacred hall. The old
fisherman once seems to enter the water; however, splashing white
waves, he comes back and identifies himself as the master spirit

)

vy

of the lake. Leaving the word, he again disappears between the
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waves.
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[Interlude]
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Before the retainer appears a Shinto priest, who serves the shrine of H3 D D N no bAS 5 4 T £
Benzaiten on the Chikubu-shima Island. After briefly explaining the origin % Wk Z %ﬁ =g > Eiz) L K\ Tt ¥
of this island, he shows the retainer, who visits the shrine for the first time, 7\ D = 3 7 L 7?; n ® e E X
a treasure of the shrine. Furthermore, the priest tries to show the retainer a ] H,. 2 - & S /= (7% * % )
secret art called “steppingstones.” He however falls in the water and sneezes. 2 % 7%) %’i 0%) CQ h g 3 tfg j;:',t ﬁ
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6. Dance and Music of Sarasvati Appear from the Shrine fp = e 1T L VN % 1
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From within the shrine, brilliant Sarasvati appears and plays nocturnal dance % aﬁ‘i b %—5 E S 23 =) *%i »
and music under the spring moonlight. ° D Z‘\ 2 Iz H B fi A b
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Reciters  The hall of the shrine rumbles and shakes. Just as the sun and the : ° D i it e ‘o %) o
moon shine and rise from the edge of the mountains, Sarasvati ;;Z z & % <‘ %% % it n
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First of all, I am Sarasvati from the Womb Realm, living in z\é % ’7'?% % gfg ViR * EF D
Chikubu-shima Island, respecting deities, and protecting this land. < 2 Hf?‘_’; %\ 5 ;)) 7 ;%
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Reciters  Then, the music is heard from the sky. Music comes down from 9" O)\ ;_ iﬁn S L E S g‘
the sky. Flowers fall from the sky. Shining in the moonlight in the % fia] A §7=8 < X z 4
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[Dance of Celestial Maiden] L 5 » 7L'LF % < N
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Bright and airily dance by the celestial maiden (zsure). The dance is accompa- :é 3)5 Z L %)
nied by a Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum. % — o S
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Chikubu-shima (Chikubu-shima Island) Story

7. Dragon Deity Appears

The dragon deity appears around the time when the moon clearly shines over
the lake. The deity respectfully offers golden and silver balls to the retainer
and appears to bless him. After that, the dragon deity and the celestial maiden
represent the vow of rescuing all living creatures from sufferings and enter

the Dragon King’s Palace and the shrine, respectively.

Reciters ~ While enjoying the nocturnal dance and music, while celebrating
the nocturnal dance and music, the moon starts to briskly shine
above the lake. Waves and winds loudly sing, and a dragon deity

living on earth appears.

The dragon deity appears on the lake, he appears on the lake, and
seems to offer shining golden and silver balls to the retainer, who
is a rare visitor. It is such a precious and laudable deed.

[maibataraki]
Movement to represent the blessing of the dragon deity. A flute, small and
large hand drums, and a drum perform with this dance.

Dragon Deity
The vow to rescue all living creatures from sufferings...

Reciters  The vow to rescue all living creatures from sufferings varies.
Sometimes, it appears in the shape of a celestial nymph and
grants wishes to all living creatures. At other times, it appears in
the shape of dragon deity on earth and protects the land. After
presenting her vow, the celestial maiden enters the shrine. Then,
the dragon deity immediately flies onto the lake, mightily kicks
and splashes waves, almost reversing the water. He transforms into
an enormous serpent large enough to cover the earth and the sky.
The giant serpent flies and dives into the Dragon King’s Palace.
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Chikubu-shima (Chikubu-shima Island)

Synopsis

A retainer of Emperor Daigo (also called Engi no Mikado) goes to Lake Biwa in order to pray
at the shrine of Benzaiten (Sarasvati) on Chikubu-shima Island. The retainer takes passage in
the fishing boat of an old fisherman with a young woman whom he met on the shore, sailing for
the island in the lake. While enjoying the peaceful scenery of the lake in spring, the boat reaches
Chikubu-shima Island. The old fisherman leads the retainer to the shrine. Since the young woman
accompanies them, the retainer asks the fisherman whether the landing of women on the island is
barred. The two then respond that this island does not prohibit women since it enshrines Benzaiten,
who embodies femininity. They narrate the origin of the island for the retainer. After the story, the
woman reveals that she is not a human and enters the shrine. The old man also reveals that he is the
spirit of Lake Biwa, who rules over the lake. He then disappears between the waves.

During the time the retainer spends at the shrine, he is allowed to see the treasure of the
shrine by a Shinto priest, when the hall of the shrine rumbles with the glowing vision of Benzaiten,
or Sarasvati. Sarasvati in the form of glorious celestial maiden plays nocturnal music for dance.
Eventually, around the time when the moon serenely and clearly shines over the lake, a dragon deity
appears from within the lake. The dragon deity offers precious gems to the retainer and forms the
figure of blessing. Then, they show the vow to rescue all living creatures from sufferings that she
sometimes turns into a maiden from the celestial world to oblige the living creatures by making
their wishes come true. On other occasions, he disguises as a dragon deity living on earth and
peacefully rules the land. After showing the vow, the celestial maiden enters the shrine, and the
dragon deity splashes himself in the waves of the lake and jumps into the Dragon King’s Palace.

Highlight

Chikubu-shima Island is a small island in the northern part of the largest lake in Japan, Lake
Biwa. The island blessed with lush greenery has been distinguished as a sanctuary since ancient
time. A shrine had already been established around the fifth century. Sarasvati, a divinity closely
related to water, became enshrined in this island and gathered people’s sincere belief. The scenic
beauty of the lake, including Chikubu-shima Island as one of its details, has been lauded and
enjoyed by the residents of Kyoto, which is located behind mountains from the lake. This Noh
drama develops an invigorative divine story in the mild, peaceful spring scenery of Lake Biwa and
Chikubu-shima Island.

Even from the first half, this piece proceeds airily in an up-tempo, and the second half includes
highlights such as the dance of the celestial maiden and the maibataraki of the dragon deity. With
the plain refreshing atmosphere, the audience of this piece will feel the atmosphere of beautiful
spring and become happier.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season
Scenes
Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five

The first-group noh, wakinoh-mono, kaminoh-mono

Komparu Zenchiku (according to a story)

Unknown
Spring (March)

Chikubu-shima Island in Ohmi Province

ichijo-dai (a wooden frame 6 feet in length, 3 feet 4 inches in width, and 8 inches in height,

covered with gorgeous cloth), miya which represents a shrine, and a boat.

Mae-shite Old fisherman
Nochi-shite  Dragon Deity
Mae-tsure Young Woman

Nochi-tsure

Benzaiten (Sarasvati)

Waki Retainer

Waki-tsure Followers of the Retainer (two)

Ai Shinto priest of the Chikubu-shima Shrine
Mae-shite Asakuranojé, Waraijoé, Kojo, etc.
Nochi-shite ~ Kurohige

Mae-tsure Ko-omote

Nochi-tsure ~ Ko-omote

Mae-shite

Nochi-shite

Mae-tsure (Young Woman)

Nochi-tsure (Sarasvati)

Waki

Waki-tsure

Ai

Number of scenes Two

Length

About 1 hour and 20 minutes

jo-kami (wig for old man’s character), mizugoromo (a type of
knee-length kimono), kitsuke / kogoshi-atsuita or kitsuke /
muji-noshime (noshime style kimono with no pattern),
koshi-obi (belt), fan, and a paddling pole.

long red wig, rydadai (crown exclusively for dragon deity),
happi-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita, hangiri (a type of hakama
trousers), koshi-obi, beating stick, and a jewel ball.

kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for a wig), karaori (outer robes),
kitsuke / surihaku, and a fishing pole.

tengan (crown for celestial bodies and female court ladies),
kuro-tare (a black wig with hair extending slightly longer than
the shoulder), choken, kitsuke / surihaku, hakama trousers in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

daijin-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress worn by ministers),
kariginu-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama trousers in
okuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.

daijin-eboshi, kariginu-style kimono, kitsuke / atsuita, hakama
trousers in 6kuchi-style (white), koshi-obi, and a fan.
nashiuchi-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), mizugoromo,
kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama trousers, tucking the
bottoms up at the knee with a string), and a pair of gaiters.
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