Kanawa (Iron Trivet) Story

1. Shinto Priest’s Narrative

A Shinto priest of Kibune Shrine enters and describes his spiritual dream.

Shinto Priest
I am a person serving Kibune Shrine. By the way, I had a mysteri-
ous dream tonight. It was a divine message, ordering me to deliver
a spiritual dream to a woman who will come alone from Kyoto
around 2 a.m. to worship. Since I dreamt the details of talking with
her, she must come for prayer tonight as well. I should wait for her
at the entrance of the shrine and deliver the oracle to her.

2. Woman Visits Kibune Shrine for Worship

A woman in traveling attire and wearing woman’s hat enters the stage. She
tells how she has accumulated vindictive feelings toward her husband who
divorced her and how she comes to Kibune Shrine every night for worship.
She recites the route from the city center of Kyoto to the Kibune Shrine.

Woman My love for my husband increased every day. My feeling strength-
ens more as time passes, just as a dress which sticks to my skin. I

shall visit Kibune Shrine to worship.
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quickly have I arrived at Kibune Shrine.
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Shinto Priest
Excuse me, but I would like to tell you something. Are you not
the lady who comes from Kyoto to worship around 2 a.m.? I have
something to tell you. Tonight, I received a divine message about
you in my dream. Your wish has been granted. Please stop visiting
the shrine after tonight. As you wish to become a demon, you will
be able to do so. Go home first, make and put on a red kimono,
spread red powder on your face, and put an iron trivet on your
head. If you put lights on the legs of the trivet and have rage in
your heart, you will immediately be able to become a demonic
spirit as you wish. Rush home now and follow the divine message.
Nonetheless, what a very mysterious message this is.

Woman  Your words are so unexpected. I don’t think it is me. You must be
talking to the wrong person.

Shinto Priest
No, no, it was an authentic oracle in a dream and must be about
you. As we speak, you have begun to look so eerie. Please go home

quickly.

[The priest leaves as if running away.]

Woman  What a mysterious divine message! I first need to go home and
then follow the divine oracle.

Reciters  Even before finishing her words, her appearance quickly changes.
Even before finishing her words, her face quickly changes. Her
atmosphere suddenly changed. Although she looked like a
beautiful woman until a moment ago, her beautiful shiny black
hair stands towards the heaven. Then, black clouds rise in the sky;
rain falls; strong winds sweep around; and finally thunder starts to
rumble. Our relationship, our deep love, which we believed even
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Seimei advises that the lives of the man and his new wife are hanging by a
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single hair due to the curse of his divorced wife. Because of the man’s earnest
request, Seimei decides to conduct a ritual.
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Man I am a man living in the Shimogyo area. I have been suffering from
nightmares recently. I am visiting you today to ask you the reason.
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Man It is truly my pleasure to come all this way and be able to see you.

Please, even only a prayer, if you do not mind. Please.
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Seimei I will do whatever I can. Your lives, which are supposed to end
tonight, will be transferred into dolls. Hurry and prepare an offer-
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6. The Divination by Seimei %)? g§

On the shelf with three decks are placed effigies of the couple (represented 7?) § z}: “ % ;)?
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Seimei  Now, let us transfer your fate to these effigies. I have made two

life-sized dolls of a man and woman, woven from grass and put K Iz
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Reciters  Seimei calls gods of large and small shrines, who are both on the
earth and the heaven, various Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, the
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Reciters if they sink themselves, they will turn into blue water demons. K Iz oW p» -
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Female Demon
Oh, how reproachful! When we got married, I thought we were
together forever, like a camellia tree growing eight thousand years
and a pine tree living thousands of years. But why did you cast me
aside? Oh, I feel so reproachful.

Cast aside by you,

Reciters  Cast aside by you, I suffer from sorrow and soak myself into tears
of love. I bear a grudge against your new woman.

Female Demon

I taunt you.
Reciters I sometimes miss you

Female Demon

While I sometimes blame you.

Reciters  Asleep or awake, I cannot escape from this suffering in my mind.
Now, I finally will take revenge on you. Your life will end like
thawing snow tonight. You poor thing!

8. Demon Who Thirsts for Vengeance Exits

The female demon grabs the effigy of the new wife (represented by the
kazura) and beats it with her stick. Then, she approaches the man’s doll
(represented by eboshi) to kill him. She however is interrupted by a guardian
deity invited by Seimei, and disappears while swearing to wait for another
occasion to take revenge.
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Reciters  “Even between a man and a woman who like each other, there is
something to lament” Like this poem, distress exists even with a
friendly relationship. Needless to say, if grudges from the suffering
and pensiveness just pile up for long years, no wonder my heart
leads me to turn into a demon of obsessed love.

Female Demon

Now, I will take your life!

Reciters  Take your life! She raises her stick, grabs and twists the new wife’s
(doll's) hair around her fist, and beats the wife over and over. In
such an unstable world where we don’t know whether it is the
reality or a dream, karma comes around and returns to you now.
You must have a severe tardy repentance now. Have you learned a

lesson? I will teach you!

Female Demon

The one who is more reproachful,

Reciters  Who is more reproachful is this two-timing man. I shall take his
life. When the demon approaches the pillow of the man’s doll, oh,
how horrible! Sanjiaban-shin (the deities who protect the Lotus
Sutra) appear on the holy wand and command the female demon to
leave and disappear as monsters and demons are disgusting. Such
resentment! Not only can I not curse my lovely husband to death
but also I now receive a divine punishment. The demon’s spiritual
power is decreasing. She feels weak and is staggering. However, I
will one day meet him again. I will leave for today. Leaving these
clear parting comments, she disappears, turning into an invisible

demon. She turned herself into an invisible demon.
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Synopsis

One night, a low-ranking Shinto priest serving Kibune Shrine (in present Kurama Kibune-cho,
Sakyd-ku, Kyoto) receives a divine revelation in his dreams. The oracle says that he should give a
divine message to a woman from Kyoto who visits the shrine for worship around two o’clock in the
morning [Ushi-no-toki(Ushi-no-koku) Mairi]. In the wee hours, the woman appears at the shrine.
She has walked a long distance to Kibune Shrine every night to curse her ex-husband because she
cannot forgive him for abandoning her and taking a new wife. The priest gives the woman a divine
oracle, which says that if she puts on a red kimono, spreads red powder on her face, puts an iron
trivet on her head, which burns with three flames, and holds rage in her mind, she will be able to
turn into a demon as she wishes. While communicating the divine message and exchanging words
with the woman, the priest begins to be frightened and runs away. As soon as the woman swears
to follow the oracle, her countenance changes, her hair stands on end, and thunder rumbles. The
woman leaves the words of curse to let her former husband pay for her bitterness and runs away in
the thunderstorm.

Meanwhile, the woman’s former husband, living in the Shimogyo area, has been suffering from
nightmares every night and thereby visits Abe no Seimei, a famous onmydji, or yin-yang diviner.
Seimei predicts that the husband and his new wife will end their lives tonight due to the curse by his
former wife. Responding to the request of the man, Seimei sets up an altar at the man’s house, places
human-size dolls which represent the couple to transfer the curse into the doll, and starts exorcising
the evil spirit. Then, his ex-wife appears, wearing a lit iron trivet on her head and transformed into
a demon. Just as the divine message says, she puts an iron trivet with lighted candles on her head
and puts thick red pigment on her face. The female demon laments her bitterness caused by being
abandoned, beats the hair of the doll representing the new wife, and attacks the husband’s doll.
Seimei however exorcises the demon with his spiritual power. The demon disappears while swearing
to seek another chance for revenge.

Highlight

This piece expresses the horror of the resentment and jealousy of women through the evil figure
of a demon. This is also a piece to express magic power, which beats off the curse imposed through
“Ushi-no-toki(Ushi-no-koku) Mairi” , which is the style of worship of visiting the shrine around 2
a.m. every night. However, even Abe no Seimei, the onmyoji with extraordinary magical power, is
overshadowed by the demon obsessed by jealousy. Although the female demon is fought off, it seems
that she lost her power only temporarily. She will wait for another opportunity and might appear
again some time in future. The grudge of an abandoned woman is strong enough to overwhelm the
existence of the powerful diviner. This Noh drama delivers this strong emotion by sharply changing
the speed of vocal and instrumental music as well as by vivid forms of movement.

Kibune Shrine is located on Mount Kurama, which sits in the northern outskirts of the city of
Kyoto. It is quite a distance to travel to the shrine for a woman who probably lived in the city center;
even walking such a distance is abnormal. The audience will grasp her deep resentment.
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Category
Author
Subject
Season

Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five

The fourth group noh, kijo-mono

Unknown

Tsurugi no maki (the Volume of the Sword) in the Tale of the Heike, etc.

Autumn (September)

maeba
nochiba

Kibune Shrine, around 2 a.m.
From daytime to night on the same day in the house of Abe no Seimei, then
moves to the house of the husband in the Shimogy6 area.

ichijo-dai and an altar (eboshi headdress for a warrior, kazura, and hei (a sacred wand for prayer

in Shinto).

Mae-shite (first half lead part) Woman who visits the shrine around 2 a.m.

Nochi-shite (second half lead part) Female demon

Waki (supporting cast) Abe no Seimei

Waki-tsure (the companion of Waki) Man living in the Shimogy®o area

Ai (interluding cast) A Shinto priest of Kibune Shrine

Mae-shite Deigan, Kanawa-onna, or Shakumi

Nochi-shite Either Hashihime or Namanari

Mae-shite kazura (wig), kazura-obi (belt for wig), karaori in tsuboori style, kitsuke / surihaku,
koshimaki, nuihaku, koshi-obi (belt), a fan, and a rain hat.

Nochi-shite kazura, kazura-obi, hira-motoyui, an iron trivet, kitsuke / surihaku, koshi-obi, and a
fan. Holds a stick for the demon.

Waki kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), yore-kariginu, kitsuke / atsuita,
okuchi-style hakama trousers (white), koshi-obi, and a fan. Holds a hei afterwards.

Waki-tsure tops and bottoms of su6 (unlined hemp kimono for warrior’s daily wear),
kitsuke / noshime without patterns, a small sword, and a fan.

Ai hora-eboshi or nashiuchi-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress), yore-mizugoromo

Number of scenes Two

Length

(a type of knee-length kimono), kukuri-bakama (a way of wearing hakama
trousers, tucking the bottoms up at the knee with a string), and a pair of gaiters.

About one hour
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