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Retainer Since the beginning of the world, the Fujiwara clan are the
descendants of Amano Koyane no Mikoto, one of the deities who
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1. Minister Fusazaki and His Retinue Enter 7] é 7] Eé
= THUN
Minister Fusazaki visits Shido-no-ura Bay in Sanuki Province (present-day ,fi ‘!E ,é, %}% 4)7:? ?mi %Iz g)c
Kagawa Prefecture) with his retinue in order to hold a memorial service for l_\J_lL L %’ )% g; A % B /
his deceased mother. % 7S 9 YK 5 H & .
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Retainers The crescent moon. The crescent moon. She rises and she hides. & Bk < [if] D
Beyond the sky where her remnant lies, to the west, we shall < w7 bj’; l"j‘ % i€ :I:
depart Kyoto which we miss. % _§_ ?L ﬂé\ 7?) ﬁ
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eternally blesses us.

Minister Fusazaki

(9% &)

I am Minister Fusazaki of the Fujiwara clan. Now then, since I
have heard that my mother passed away at Fusazaki on Shido-no-
ura Bay in Sanuki Province, I would like to visit the place and hold
a memorial service for her.
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Retainers We are not used to traveling, but we passed the Nara-zaka Hill.

N
7

When we looked back to see Mount Mikasa, the rising spring mist
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just covered and hid the mountain. How regrettable.
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Looking back upon Mount Mikasa, from this shore where the

.
5

Northern House of the Fujiwara clan is about to flourish,
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Retainers At the shore where we are just flourishing, we shall rush to the I 5 — 2 5
I ot A g
southern sea. We soon pass Koya (present Itami city in Hyogo N - . 7 2 A
Prefecture) in Settsu Province and sail out toward Awaji Island, s Z D T 2 O [ Nz~ & ¥
which is said to be the first island of Japan created by the deities F 2 + %‘\ U: 2z 5 _F‘ tfjli‘ N X
during the formation of the country. Then, around the time our Iz M H 3 1z O W # 3 OmE Tz
N N, g iy
travel is almost complete, we pass the coast of Naruto. We hear a ﬁ » i Dt Iz 4, “FOIK = %5 M \% X
% - N S I o o >
small boat of a diver, who does not know where to stay. The sound %"L_} » & L H i g')é ;) - 0) lé?— A
of diver’s boat reaches us. % * L 7 ES D gEx'm % s ~ é
x T L n =3 _ % z
i = AN - & @ oo
*The following bracketed phrases are only used in Kongoh, Komparu and Kita 2 & L 2 0y H H N = n ViN 553
schools. < < b Z S : T D 3
?ﬁ o 2/) N < e = N QL\
wom L sos 2 U
— ! N b - N
Retainers Although this is not an easy journey, our Lord’s Z_Z,: = ES g 4 L % gi % )
feelings as he thinks of his mother hurries us there. ;:_.5 L X ff) EEZ m D I e D
Days pile up like snow, and just looking at the snowy ? ;‘k 'y _ﬁmﬁ D < 7z % ) % ié
sky of Tsumori at the corner of our eyes, we travel N «)o H 5)2 ] i) ° ? Iz~
days and nights. We finally arrive at Fusazaki Bay in na A oz H 5 H A
Sanuki Province. We arrived at Fusazaki Bay, whose H VA % E’ Z kI
name we have only heard before.) ;i — & ) i 3 L y 7z 7,
i} - i Ao W "o
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Retainer As you hurried, you have already arrived at Shido-no-ura Bay = = ﬁ i D ?L N F
. . . . . 1 < WV ooz
in Sanuki Province. Look, a person is coming from over there, B . Tz & i
though I am not sure if it is a man or a woman. We shall wait for 7%.;\. § V= D ;;af, ° D A
the person and ask the details of this land. H + 0% = é"‘ E[\ zEIE 8 iF(E
Z =1 3 oS
X ° ; JR i i i TR
o s 0) “'\ = j‘ @
| | N | 20 o 2 5 i O
2. Diver Enters, Dialogue between Retainer, Minister and the Diver D ¥ I w & ° %
L R i O
A woman diver (mae-shite), holding a sickle in her right hand and seaweed = 7?6 > 5_: ?:Cg‘ A ztl; E;Z[E
in her left, enters the stage. She converses with the retainer and ) Z 5 ST D
the minister. < b AR AR "
’ B | D &
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Ama (The Woman Diver) Story %E ;jli %E 5,3

Diver Although I am not talking about the ‘heart’ insect living on the
seaweed I have cut, my sleeves are wet by my tears as my heart

reane Bz o LA X owmE KT W
7K D b A IR VAR 32NN o Z A
2 i ) o 7 9t ANl & D% 5 D
This is Shido-no-ura Bay in Sanuki Province. The woman before N ) Z = Y [ P I Nl H 25 |
you is a diver, who lives in the village of Amano. Although we A T :; é ﬂi\ S AR ; 5 J: ’ O) 33 é
have a dignified temple, Shido Temple, nearby, I myself have little 7;5 j; E; l/gg i j% ?( 03 Cji 7%‘ 4;3 % ?jg
relationship with the heart of Buddhahood. > - % 1 Nk 4EL S Ny
5 » kK wioo whmEr o i
. . . . . 3 - o >
The renowned divers in Ise Province wait for the moon, rising 0) T Iz o [ 0? D E F I ) -
above the mountains of the Inner and the Outer Shines of Ise, at @ O) Fﬁj Z i Iz VS {% Db % L {@ H
the place washed in evening waves. They must know when the ic ik <\‘ ;V A ﬁ 4<44 Iz %i}? Y ES o n
autumn comes, informed by the voice of the winds blowing over 2 0%;?) bi (é t{; ?:L i‘ Ci‘ i{)’ % j; VT >
the reeds called “beach bushclover in Ise” Also, I overheard that 2 o H A z < e L YD S E
the divers in Suma add the branches of young cherry trees to 1)) ;i VA 0? D N WwoR FoE A i; o
bake the sea salt. They never forget the taste of spring. However, % = Z (58 = ] ° SO NI € h
on Shido-no-ura Bay, nothing comforts my heart. Although it is Al g El: g D 5 oo Q & 5 :F% <
named Amano-no-hara (the field of heaven), no flowery grass :C) 7% 5‘) ¥ J): 7%? % g.)) " 9;1] 02{ E 13
grows to delight my eyes. I shall cut seaweed now in this bay W N N D ‘2 < D D W oY » Ay
where nothing pleases my eyes. - < D D = N b} Hh o W 2 % 3
S S N N i i) b R
Even if I don’t cut seaweed with all my might, it carried by a river. ¥ =Y A 'El A Y| l‘: <\ ‘B\ iz 9 D &
Even if I do not cut seaweed, carried by a river, which pours into :{ ‘g ;‘; J%ﬁ lZ Jol)l 5‘) - = ﬂ{( % 02 75)
the ocean, floating reeds are coming into the ocean with the tide. D F 2 9 [H: - il f':’: % Ja jé_ A 5
Since a diver lives like the floating reed, how can you determine ° o ° ° % i < & =z 3 13 —
that she does not have a heart? I shall go back to the village of b (Lf 54 A B v fk & 1A %I
Amano, where such a diver lives. I shall now return to the village. % 4 n B D é 7 Z ) /(DB\
N I D o
Retainer Say, woman over there. Are you a diver living on this bay? H % 3l % % %i) F)\ 7%) Iz A
Diver Certainly, sir. I diver livi i '}; 70’3 I 2 E S ) ;% {}Z:é
y, sir. I am a diver living on this bay. o /C 7] A D w N 1z
20 5 35 9 r g N Y o
Retainer Since you are a diver whose job is to dive in the ocean, cut 70 %\ n B D Z)\ B

seaweed at the bottom of the sea for my master.
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Ama (The Woman Diver) Story

Diver

Retainer

Diver

Reciters

Retainer

Diver

How pitiful. He must be exhausted after traveling and suffering
from hunger now. Although this is my home, it is astounding to
meet a noble person in such a shabby rural village. Please accept
this seaweed. I do not need to trouble myself for diving and cutting
it. Please take these.

No, no, you have misunderstood. His orders are to cut the bushy
seaweed at the bottom of the ocean because it hampers him from
seeing the reflection of the moon on the seabed.

I see. So, he orders it cut in order to enjoy seeing the moon. The
command reminds me of an old story. When a shining sacred
jewel was stolen by the Dragon King’s Palace off the shore of this
bay, the one who dived into the ocean and retrieved it was...

a diver of this bay. The full moon shines in the sky, and the tide
fully comes in. The full moon hangs in the sky. With the high tide,
I will dive and cut the seaweed.

Hold on a minute. Did you say that a person who dived and
returned the sacred jewel from the ocean was a diver from this
bay?

Yes, sir. The person was a diver from this bay. And, see, the village

over there is Amano, where the diver used to live. Also, the island

in front of you is named Shinju Island, which means the “island of
new jewel,” because it was where people could see the sacred jewel
when it was first taken from the ocean.
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Ama (The Woman Diver) Story

Retainer Then, what was the name of the jewel?

Diver The sacred jewel contains the holy figure of Gautama Buddha.
His holy face looks at you from any direction, so it is called “The
Menko-fuhai-no-tama Jewel, and the Chinese characters mean
that he “does not look aside even if you look at his holy face”

Retainer Why on earth would such a precious jewel be sent from T’ang
China to this land?

Diver A younger sister of the current Lord Tankai, Minister Fujiwara
no Fuhito, became the consort of the third emperor of the T’ang
Dynasty. Then, the empress gave three treasures to the Kofukuji
Temple because it is the family temple of the Fujiwara clan. The
three treasures were Kagen-kei (a percussion musical instrument
made of the stone from Kagen in Shaanxi Province, China), Shihin-
seki (a percussion musical instrument made of the stone from the
Si River in China), and the Menko-fuhai-no-tama jewel. Two of
them safely reached the capital of Nara; however, the jewel known
as Menko-fuhai-no-tama was stolen by the Dragon King’s Palace
offshore here. Therefore Minister Fuhito secretly secluded himself
in this shore, and married a diver girl. The couple had a baby, who
is the current minister, Lord Fusazaki.

Minister Fusazaki
I am the Minister Fusazaki. The story fills me with great nostalgia.
Diver lady, please tell me more and more.

Diver What a surprise! I have never thought until this moment that this
story would relate to anyone. But it is about you, my Lord. Ah, it
was inappropriate to tell the story...
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tume makes me feel a certain warmth. And saying so, he weeps.
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Diver Although I am a diver, who does not really understand the move-
ment of human emotion, my costume...
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Reciters the sleeve of my costume which wets in sea all the time should

b
v

Ama (The Woman Diver) Story it ;jié e }E—E
Minister Fusazaki ?E:
I was born the son of Minister Fuhito and am a member of the _ .
blessed Fujiwara clan. However, although I am alive here I am é l}/) 'cé-‘ g Voo % bL: i); E fg_ Té ES gz %\
concerned because I do not know who my mother is. Z i '75‘; 4 Z 7:; Zz 13 z i =
b JH L S z 5 9 % L A
One day, my close advisor evasively answered “your mother was Wy — = Ly E B OH 1 U D K
at Fusazaki in Shido-no-ura Bay in Sanuki Province, and was a 7 M ZAS 7% ' Z). D T i3 bi\ 55
diver... well, diving too much into this story is too dreadful” But L (‘: v 2 l‘ i @: % N . 2
with his all respect, he could not tell me anymore. Now I under- i ’7‘,73\ % % % ? 3;% f
stand. I am a son of an ignoble diver and was born of an ordinary Ju D A N < g L
woman. © N D & N X T
K % M o 4 g
Reciters  Even so, even so, I was in her womb even for a while. It is the same B D ¥ & 97 S
as the moonlight in the sky is under an obligation to the dew drop ié% . i§ ,%)'Cj ‘}&t Z% % j/]:
in bush on the earth and shines there for a while. I appreciate it so :é L A o 3 l:k T i
much that I have traveled all the way here. Ah, your diving cos- < < Z £’y VD
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wet now in my tears, you mean? Oh, Lord, I am so grateful for 7 L 1A 5 —
what you have said. It must be determined from your previous OE K 1/ yo 7% B
lives that such a noble person as you was placed in the womb of 7}% F‘% ? );% 73)) b:) %
an ordinary diver. It is like the lights of the sun and the moon in D i D <D L L
the sky become even stronger when it reflects in a puddle in the % < X D M T T
garden. Although I wish to say that we are also the descendant % [ X & T H
of that diver, it would be an ill-considered saying. I will close my {L § D Z)O Z)O

mouth and not speak of anything as if I were a relative of yours ¥ = \‘é C 1
and had some relations with the Fujiwara clan as flourish as g b (;? g - 7%’)
purple wisteria. And, I will not see anything. Like the name of the ES ‘ﬁ: B 7 ;E L
mandarin duck, which indicates a deaf-mute, I will remain silent L ?J H b?lfﬁ W 7 =

and not sully your august name.
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Ama (The Woman Diver) Story
3. Diver Acts the Scene of Taking Up the Jewel and Disappears

The diver convincingly enacts the scene in which the ancient diver took the
sacred jewel back from the ocean (“Tama-no-dan (the Scene of the Jewel)”).

Then, she hands a letter to Minister Fusazaki and disappears.

Retainer Now, would you portray some parts of the scene in which the
diver plunged into the ocean and regained the jewel, in front of
His Excellency?

Diver Yes, I will show you some.

(When Lord Tankai asked the diver to get the jewel back,) the diver told him,
“If I can take it back, please promise that our son becomes your successor” As
he said it was an easy to promise, she determined not to spare her own life if
it was for the glory of her son. She then held a long rope around her waist and
told, “If I can get the sacred jewel, I will pull this rope. Please then pull me up
with this rope with everyone working together” Saying this, she unsheathed a

sharp sword in her hand,

Reciters  She dived to the bottom of the sea where the ocean and the sky
seem to merge together. While swimming in the wave like clouds
or smoke, she dived into the vast ocean and checked the seabed
right beneath her. But she cannot see the bottom. In this endless
ocean, she started to be worried whether one ordinary human
without supernatural power could actually pick up the jewel.
However, she managed to reach the Dragon King’s Palace. When
she sneaked into the Palace, the sacred jewel was placed with
incense and flowers at a sacred tower 90 meters in height. Around
the tower, the Eight Great Dragon Kings lined up to protect the
sacred jewel and ferocious fish and sharks opened their mouth.
When she understood that she could not escape a death, she
suddenly missed her loved home in the shore, as she was a woman.
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Ama (The Woman Diver) Story

>

Beyond the wave, my lovely son and his father, Lord Tankai, would
be there. However, how sad that I had to be separated from them

m
50

Diver Although she could return to the surface of the ocean, her body

punis
[y

was torn into pieces by ferocious dragons and soaked in blood.

T

While Lord Tankai lamented that he lost both the sacred jewel and

N

P
(=,
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his wife, the diver told him to see the place under her breast, with PS8 /o v
struggling breath. When he looked, there was a deep cut made by g 3] ;;é

the sword. Then, the brilliant jewel came out from the cut. This is

<~
1%

why you could be the successor of Lord Tankai as promised and

at the moment of my death. In tears, she stopped for a moment, L p :Ci n Ic[ll = )ﬁi 9 ﬁ%ﬁ” lﬁ!\ i 5) ;)Q 8 %
but had second thought and prayed to the Bodhisattva of Mercy %)) {% ﬁgﬁ = ? %L' 3:) 13 7 HEE % N g 7{,:;
of Shido-ji Temple to help her to achieve it. Believing in the DB o x5 i3 T % S Yo
Bodhisattva’s mercy, she pressed the sharp sword on her forehead T % 2w /o2 oz = < % O R B A
and jumped into the Dragon King’s Palace. Then, the evil dragons < I HY 9 1 T L 5;; % A @ s m\%
unintentionally stepped back for both sides. Seizing the moment, % 5 ) b A IS5 ? 2 " oA R K
she stole the sacred Jewel and tried to escape. Si RS H:l' D % 7z ) 2 {k HR @ T 529
pe. Since the Dragon S X < L P 2 0) L - HE W T o O
Kings chased her down, as she planned from the beginning, she » T n H I O o» T 7 < Yy o5 Wb
held her sword upside down and cut her body beneath her breasts. P 7 2 H 2 0} V) ° N E o A o H
She stuffed the Jewel into her opened wound, abandoned her Z E ° 7 ES) Hj 2 ,'%E :\L‘J_ 3) ( 3) AN Z
sword, and fell upon it. Since the dead are hated at the Dragon Bl % ° xr < 7%6 "% b » L T L %O
King’s Palace, no evil dragon wanted to come close to her. Then, D5 % eF 1 J): Z@J ko z o\ 3, §
she pulled the rope attached around her waist as planned, the Wi é l;)) E fhi 2_5: ﬁg Z &L ?;L » ?j)‘
people on a boat on the surface willingly pulled the rope up. N H #l A i?\; A g b ™ L D fiv
People did not know where the jewel was, but she went back to the D L 1+ D A » A ¥+ L T ¥ I
surface of the ocean. 4 - T A ES T = & S R SO NS
T D T o R S S A
TN oy b b wo oz kg
b T 5 o3 iz 0
E)o Voo % A Z I
% kg iy ¢ T X%
] Li L ~ EEI i
i 7> 5 S
> L D %
fa A % Z
named after this place, Fusazaki. There is nothing to hide now. I % ° K 7 L J34
am the ghost of your mother, the diver. [ Z 521 % D 9
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Ama (The Woman Diver) Story %E h L E‘ it
Reciters My dear son, please read this letter, do not doubt, and comfort my B i &
soul. Now, I would leave under the wave which is meaninglessly B A
washing the shore. As a ghost who can see you only in the dream at X D < A
night, I hate the dawn. Our family bond has been very weak, don’t E ;g b; {%
you think? Saying so, she sunk underneath the waves in the morn- & - D
ing tide. She sunk beneath the waves. F3 °
b=
=
[Interlude] 1523

it

4. Story told by Local Resident

Responding the retainer’s request, a local resident (Ai) called by the retainer
started to narrate the story associated with the diver who brought the jewel

back. The retainer reveals that they are the group of Minister Fusazaki and

SHHCINT T N O NG
AT SHSE U T T 0

BB

orders the villager to pass word around his village that the Minister will hold a

USTT-N O TIHRARESEWS Sy

memorial service with music and is therefore looking for musical performers.
The local man was also ordered to tell people to prohibit killing any creatures.
The villager obeys his order and gives notices to his village.
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5. Memorial Service by Minister Fusazaki o 7
® M C &
Minister Fusazaki reads the letter from his mother. Following her desire > N T\ ) U
expressed in the letter, he holds his mother’s thirteenth-year memorial service. T \5: N 2
% SIE I3 7 %
, . : o A o
Retainer Excuse me, my lord. It was such a mysterious event. Why don’t you = T OH b
open and read the letter? By 33; % X 2 N )
VD D HL oOR
< e DB W
j o % T L %
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£es
5 %
Minister Fusazaki % H&E B
He opens the letter, thinking this is what his deceased mother _ . ; . . -
T her hand. The | follows, “Thirt X oo ®Es EmE 5, O b A
wrote in her hand. The letter says as follows: “Thirteen years have = OB F 5 HE » & T 1 X 95 = n
passed since my soul has departed for the underworld. My body 98 ;2 i%f; N B3 % L8 K B L < W oFOE oy
was buried under the white sands of the shore and meaninglessly =l 2 % H A‘g 0) & fa ik [ b o
accumulated the time. The path in the underworld is dark, and *ﬁ\ F zé ) =E % E 70 % i & 7% L E
no one has consoled my soul. If you have the heart to serve your = E’O :I:‘ s 3 7 (% L é v 2 75)
mother, please save my soul which is wandering in the darkness of Ea - %E - ;'%: > D :é: g - % g D
b — = -
the other world”” Surely, I am thirteen years old now. i D K ;:; 7?5 = ;',1;2: ' ° 7 B ?
L E : L~ % £ R
Reciters  There is no room for doubt. I should pray for my mother. With all il 124 EE)' : g; X Z i 73)
his heart Fusazaki prepares to offer flowers appropriate for Shido-ji ol 7w ok N A = VwoH E ¥ D
[N B Iz T 2 H 2 1z 47 IJ:_| D
Temple. He then recites the Lotus Sutra and holds various memo- % 3 ; » g Z% v B = g b e
rial services. He holds various memorial services for his mother. H S g 2 PN B 2 3 H D 5{ paR
2 oL Z W L o & A
s PN/
JE - A S
6. Dragon Lady Enters and Dances with Joy %ES 2 i L é % j\%é}_ j:‘ i H T E“i‘?
B iR & 4 LI
The ghost of Fusazaki’s mother, who now transformed to a Dragon Lady IR it = D 0) oy = D VC\
Z. ) ) . i A 3] et Vs D I A
attaining Buddhahood, appears with a Buddhist holy scroll in her hand. She o = ¥ 5 = A g % 5 4 n
/- b N 1 iy
dances expressing her delight in becoming a buddha. At the end, the origin of <$ 3o P g%( g [6) » % r “H 13
the service at Shido-ji Temple is introduced. t < J\ e i % A % = % N
Reciters  Jakumaku muninjo. (It is so lonely. I cannot hear anyone’s voice.) [A Vil 71?— D I =] X T o D
Lo Ewg - Z b Y
part of the verse, used to sing the praises of the Buddha, in the Lotus Sutra.] H r ° — “I:E
z g = i L 5 T = ;/) 3
. ~ == o P S
% S b N 5 ol B
Dragon Lady * \ 2 ] 2, N Z oo H
It is an extremely blessed sutra. Because of the merit of this sutra, 13 yil % E’O W j‘)_;{é f P
Devadatta, who committed the five deadly sins, was given an oracle JiE] il ’5 A5 9% ;)
that he would become Buddha. The eight-year-old Dragon Princess E I 5 \Oé ik NES
also can be reborn in the Pure Land of innocence in the south. i % % j% f? B%fj HE;": i
. 2 =]
Please, keep reading the sutra, please. = o B o 1t W} VA
oL % % T fh 2
Reciters  Jindatsu daifukusou. Hensou ojitsuhou. (Buddha recognizes the + 7 iR i ¢ & T
deep root of weal and woe of every living thing and evenly gives the
S _
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Dragon Lady
Mimyou jouhosshin. Gusou sanjuuni. (His holy body, the purest and
the most excellent, displays the thirty-two fortunate signs,)

Reciters  Thachijisshukou. (And also embodies eighty holy expressions.)

Dragon Lady
Yooshoogon hosshin. (Those signs and expressions adorn the
Buddha’s body.)

Reciters  Tennin shotaigou. Ryuujin genkugyou. (Both the heavenly bodies
and earthy bodies respectfully worship the Buddha, and dragon
deities also respectfully serve Buddha.) How wonderful and merci-
ful the Lotus Sutra is!

[Haya-mai]

This is a bright, elegant dance, which expresses the joy of attaining Buddhist
enlightenment. It is usually performed as Banshiki-hayamai accompanied by
the music of high notes. Although it is called haya-mai (fast dance), the pace
of this dance does not become too fast. The music for this dance is played by a
Japanese flute, small and large hand drums, and a drum.

Dragon Lady
Owing to the virtue of the Lotus Sutra,

Reciters  Thanks to the virtue of the Lotus Sutra, the celestial people, dragon
kings, and the Eight Guardians of the Law of Buddha — both
human and non-human creatures witness that the Dragon Lady
became a buddha. Originating with Fusazaki’s love for his mother,
a memorial service with eight lectures on the Lotus Sutra has been
conducted at Shido-ji Temple in Sanuki Province. The temple
became a sacred place which conducts two devotional exercises in
the morning and the evening and actively practices Buddhism.
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Synopsis

The minister Fujiwara no Fusazaki, a son of Fujiwara no Fuhito (or Lord Tankai), arrives at
Fusazaki in Shido-no-ura Bay in Sanuki Province (present Kagawa Prefecture) to hold a memorial
service for his deceased mother.

When Fusazaki’s retinue arrives at Shido-no-ura Bay, they meet a certain woman diver.
After exchanging words, Fusazaki’s retainer asks her to dive in the ocean and cut seaweed. Being
reminded by the request, the diver tells them of an event that occurred in the bay. “The Jewel of
Menko-fuhai-no-tama” which was offered when a sister of Lord Tankai became the empress of the
T’ang Dynasty, was stolen by Ryuagua(the Dragon King’s Palace). Lord Tankai traveled incognito and
stayed in this bay to get the jewel back. A diver in this bay eventually had a baby with His Excellency.
In order to make her son the heir to Lord Tankai, she sacrificed her life to go to the Dragon King’s
Palace and brought the jewel back. Through the narrative, the diver imitates the scene in which the
jewel was brought back from the undersea palace. Then finally, she reveals that she is the mother of
Minister Fusazaki, passes a letter to him with tears, and disappears in the ocean.

Reading her letter, Fusazaki understands that in the underworld his mother desires salvation.
He performs her thirteenth-year memorial service at Shido-ji Temple and consoles his mother.
Then, while reciting the Lotus Sutra, his mother, who is transformed into a Dragon Lady, appears.
She dances gaily and expresses her delight at attaining Buddhahood.

Highlight

The highlight of this drama is definitely the scene where the diver brings back the jewel from
the Dragon King’s Palace. This scene is especially recognized as “Tama-no-dan (the Scene of the
Jewel),” known for its great chant and dance. The woman diver holding a sword in her hand jumps
into the Dragon King’s Palace, takes back the jewel, which is protected by the Eight Great Dragon
Kings, from the sacred jewel tower, and cuts under her breast to hide the jewel in her gash. Because
of the Dragon’s Palace’s taboo to avoid the deceased, not even evil dragons approach her. Then, the
woman diver pulls the safety rope... The zeal of the diver who is willing to cast her life aside for the
sake of her son and her mission is dramatically expressed through the chorus and dance. You might
have an impression that the whole piece was created for the sake of showing this “the scene of the
jewel.”

It is tragic that the son is bereaved of his mother. However, the somber atmosphere is changed
by the short, up-tempo development of the story in the second half of drama. Ultimately the piece
reaches a bright ending with the blessing of Buddha. This drama cherishes the climax and is artfully
woven.
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-12 -

Schools
Category
Author
Subject

Season

Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five schools. While the Kanze school uses Chinese characters of ‘Ama (3 )’ for this piece,
the other four schools use ‘Ama (&A)!

Fifth-group noh, kirinoh-mono

Unknown

i

Allegedly originated by Ingyo-ki in “Nihon Shoki," “Taishokkan Monogatari” and “Shido-ji Engi,

etc.

Spring (February)

The Naraera maeba Shido-no-ura Bay, in Sanuki Province
nochiba Shido-ji Temple

Mae-shite Woman Diver

Nochi-shite  Dragon Lady

Kokata Minister Fujiwara no Fusazaki

Waki Fusazaki'’s retainer

Waki-tsure Fusazaki's retainers

Ai A local resident of Shido-no-ura Bay

Mae-shite Fukai, Ohmi-onna, or Shakumi
Nochi-shite Deigan, Rytinyo, or Hashihime (Hosho School)

Mae-shite kazura, kazura-obi, mizugoromo, kitsuke / surihaku, koshimaki / nuihaku, koshi-obi,
and a fan. Holds a sickle and branches of Japanese cedar (seaweed).

Nochi-shite  kazura, kazura-obi, kuro-tare (a black wig whose hair extends slightly longer than
the shoulder), a dragon’s tiara, maiginu, kitsuke / surihaku, colored ékuchi,
koshi-obi, and a fan. Holds a sutra scroll.

Kokata golden kazaori-eboshi, choken, kitsuke / nuihaku, white 6kuchi, koshi-obi,
and a fan.
Waki tops and bottoms of sug, kitsuke / dan-noshime, a small sword, and a fan.

Waki-tsure Similar to waki.

Number of scenes Two

Length

About 1 hour and 30 minutes
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