Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story X S fé % %Z - ﬁ 73:)
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1. Monk and Village Woman Enter % Jii < f& R
A B : JIy
To a monk in his geango training (Buddhist ascetic training to seclude himself % Z,i Té % T%: lg 73’) Té ; E g H]I %
in one place for three months (ninety days) after the sixteen day of the fourth AR - D h L & Jie Zfﬁ % &
month of the lunar calendar), a woman visits every day to leave nuts and = 3} v (53 7z & i © W 5
firewood for him. 5 5 JE 5 Vo 5 % el _)?_
AR 17 N TR N
Monk Before you is a Buddhist monk, who has become a recluse in a Eéé[ gg D f‘E %f E {3\ H %l\
mountain village in Yase for the summer and who is devoting /bm)\ < i N Hiok VC\ 2
himself to ascetic training. Incidentally, recently a woman visits F N 6 L D ) h
me every day from somewhere and leaves nuts, fruits, and a 3 1z H 7= =) E A
bundle of firewood. If she comes today as well, I am going to ask o) 13 P ) L D h
her name. b tp L @ < & *
K % v»ob A 4T B
N D T AT S 0
Woman I am gathering twigs to make a fire. However, whenever I gather CE ° ) fi H i
twigs, it makes me sad that my sleeves do not have even the smell <) X = L H » B
of fragrant incense nowadays. £ ] B % bal
D % Weoow ok fﬁ
Woman The woman before you is the one living near Ichiharano. I I j; Z)\ g_ »Z %é
overheard that a respectable monk with strong Buddhist spiritual 7'% X 573 ° % };E g
power is secluding himself in a mountain village in Yase. I there- B < % # o 1
fore visit him every day to offer him nuts, fruits, and firewood. 1 2 )\ Tﬁi\ D A 3
am visiting him again today. < TR {’)' %2 15 ’% %
7D = )
2l - z E &
A8 H A X fi
sl < T 2
T A T X )
Vo d ER) ¢
EQV)) 2 £ ° %
EA 7] 7, < ‘
b 2 ez A
7 5 Hh 7 C\-\ D
H oo i H %
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story

2. Dialogues between the Woman and Monk

When the monk, who started a conversation with the woman, asks her name,

she implies that she is the ghost of Ono-no-Komachi and disappears.

Woman  Hello. I am here again.

Monk You must be the lady coming here every day. Could you kindly tell
me today about what kinds of nuts and fruits you bring for me?

*The following bracketed phrases are only used in Kongoh, Komparu, and Kita schools.

Woman  Although it is inappropriate to use His example, let
me respectfully mention it. Prince Siddhartha (the
name of Sakyamuni before his entering the priest-
hood) left the capital city governed by his father,
King Johan and climbed the steep path of Mount
Dandaloka. On the mountain, he devoted himself to
chores such as collecting mountain vegetables, draw-
ing water, gathering firewood, and serving an ascetic.
Hardly comparable with that, I, a lowly woman, am
used to gathering young herbs and vegetables. Of
such ignoble birth and of such worthless existence, I
do not even remember my own name. So, the weight
of firewood does not bother me.
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited)

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Woman

Reciters

Monk

What I picked up for you are...

What are the nuts you picked up?

Sweet acorns, which are similar to the ox carriage I was once
familiar with, for they, too, are easily buffeted by the wind.

The fruits born in the gardens of poets are

Persimmons near the fence are said to grow in the garden of the
residence of the poet Kakinomoto no Hitomaro, whose name

is associated with the persimmon. Also, small chestnuts from
Yamabe, which are said to grow near the tomb of the poet Yamabe
no Akahito.

Japanese plums by my window.

Peaches from the garden.

“Cherry hemp” is given the name of the cherry blossom. Offered
from the ‘Hemp Field’ Bay where the cherry hemp grows are
renowned pears, which sound like ‘impaired’ but are not. We have
Japanese yew, sweet acorns, Japanese stone oak, small and large
citruses and oranges, and kumquats. What particularly reminds
me of my love is a branch of citrus, the fragrance of citrus flowers

in bloom.

Thank you for telling me the names of these various nuts and
fruits. By the way, may I ask who you are? Would you mind giving
your name?

Story
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story fe ‘2) fg — i ES
Woman O, no. It is a shame to reveal who I am. iR {5
% b} = 71— N N
Reciters  Oh, no. It is shame. I cannot reveal to you my own name which E%l ?: yaN i lji /: E f; ;% %_D H_;'i\
is “Ono-no-Komachi” I am actually an old woman, living near LL‘; N % .7 L 7 & ~ Z B s
Ichiharano, the field of Japanese silver grass. Sir, would you please F 4 Lz; i ho N B ° fE L L
pray for my soul? No sooner do her words end than she vanishes "9’; D = \ Ly T v U
=l A ) A}
into thin air. She disappears as if melting in the air. it % = R
é 49 Z B %
Vo D
/I 2 WA B3
3. Monologue of Monk and Prayer i 13 %
7N Gt 75:\
The monk talks to himself as if to confirm to himself that he met the ghost of Y U
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Komachi. Then, he goes to Ichiharano and starts praying for her soul. 2 (3 | T
] PN Wz By
= A N
Monk How can such a mystery happen? The woman who was here did ;; 6\ ? VA el H{I‘
not say that her name was Ono-no-Komachi but simply said she L -k 4 g
was an old woman living near Ichiharano, where silver grasses J158 TLL A3 IS J:o =
grow, and then disappeared. Wait. That reminds me of something. B % b :C) B
When a person tries to go through Ichiharano, from behind a bush %‘ 1/ g L % g;
of silver grass, a poem is heard as such. “Alas, blowing autumn o 4 + ¥ 2: 7
=
wind hurts my eyes. I no longer reveal myself as Ono-no-Komachi i Z Iz ° ;% 2 0F »
because silver grasses are growing from the eyepits of my skull” JE5i n _‘g 2 % ? N 7':0 A T
This is the poem Ono-no-Komachi composed. So, I am certain LTS NN 7 3 5 k\ 3]
that that lady must be the phantom of Ono-no-Komachi. I shall go f: é}\ ;!F\ ;g Q 3:— 5
. . . 1T 3 Y
straight to Ichiharano and pray for consoling her soul. SN Elg % W5 %’f
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Komachi Visited) /% . HI B %
i i (Lady Kom v b
Kayoi-Komachi ( ) 1d is even i] % D
I left my hut to come to Ichiharano. The ﬁe.b 1d o N = - 77| Ei E[ G VC\ I}T\ f;,% Ea
Monk [ left my hut. ) s and wet with dew than des.crl ¢ A . gf; n i :?J 5 = % ¥ LTI
more overrun with grasse incense while offering a prayer. D7 R X 1 &) ['j 7o &K 1) I X %
1 o o =
poem. I shall place a mat andeL:;hahood liberate yourself from B ‘2 Z £ SE;I % ") ;‘; E‘i —?9: L
ttain Bu ’ » | N > N N »(
“The hantOm: please a . Buddha ") N > " -
this vforld full of earthly desires, and become a Lji % % L 2 ;% Z D ?% S
1 7 >
£ 7z D i i‘ o Y = =
Eao $% 2 1z % <% 5
< T T 2 E 7 = B
. eral Enter voB £ < I %Ei b
4 Komachi and Gen B ® 5 oo oL o Y
. cars, bending over and hiding H < 9 B 5 =T
ing Komachi, the evil phantom app i requests the monk to pray = D Y % > e 2 - 2
Following kimono garment. While Komachi requ . The vengeful z Y o 1 Moo L 2_ <
. m . . i - N N
pimself under iher soul, the vengeful spirit tries to prevent i % zg ° Y 7 M B il o )
for the peace o ' . IS £
° irit gives his name as General Fukakusa % &i :fé gz’ é{ EE’ I-@ I_'elfg }5
spirit giv Taking this R 37 g" 7:- io 72} % il i
i How grateful  am! A monk makes a prayer for r:et.s of Buddhism 5 &)L- ‘O’E ‘l{' i iﬂgl oS
Komachi How gt nity, would you please give me the pre,c P £ & 7= W Y, Z [
rtu ’ ? > —~ - 5 AR
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so < AN 5 5 Z
. 5 = Z S o
. cepts of Buddhism to that woman EE} ) 9 N IF % 1k it
1 Monk, if you administer the precep ¢ e ) P! i T o
ra , . z J
Gene I will curse you. Go home now. ‘{7[: - L 2 ? VF A 5
i to meet the Law of Buddha, Etl; O oD F 1% %: H A
: oodness. Despite this chance to 11? & S X ° ) i J5
Komachi  Ohmyg ill want to show me the sufferings of hell? Z % o - & Eowp
do you still wa D s . T 5t B
ing with you. If you go B o r ¢ ? % H %
) is truly painful even enduring L will A D ES 15 3 k3, K
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story it %—‘; e %:; it % %T\ it
Because of the heaviness, if I sink to the bottom of the river one
must cross to enter the Lower World and then fall into decay, Al . ’ 2 7 I o 5 al I
it becomes meaningless, even if this monk saves you with the 7N % .7 I
precepts. Now, moik away with you ' ;b’l), H{]‘ é‘; 3;1' Q ]:? ES & 3)\ j??i L jjg C;E
B ’ ' fx 1) S Iz T ha o
D 2
W 5 v £ 1 oD 5t H A
Reciters It seems even after leaving this world, you are blinded by earthly #h % 9 FA = 9 k3 2 D A A <
desires. Although you are still blinded by earthly desires, if you ) D b S 1] Iz T & ‘5 ZAS I T
follow the precepts of Buddhism, you certainly will be able to ~ 5 J%\E: - F T Lo ci\ B v )\ <
master Buddhism. Just receive the precepts with her. e L 1 i) v 5 5 ~ b y L
: ' A 2 g)( "g v v & W % 1@ ES
E N it L 2 70 3D H )
Komachi Ido not know about him, but the moon in my heart is never Ez i)z L D T N }:\ 5 3, IN=t SN
covered by the clouds of delusions. I would like to be consoled < 7% £ Wz g Box JZO 5
by the monk’s prayer. When I thrust the silver grasses away and N b\ 7:) 0%) i} % i ;j&z & l
; Cﬁ ) O e
appear, 5| S ity
i N SRS I N IR o
- - D > FA L o T W H3
General  Although I have been hiding, I too then shall reveal myself. Please ) n ° 5 3 57 s Z %
refrain from receiving the precepts and stay with me because I 2 < bt A b 7 o 5 3 VS
reveal myself and am beckoning just as the ear of silver grass is ° %)\ R Fé 4 T H A Z
waiving in the wind. n 9 B % ci‘ 73, 753 0;
ES 7z g Z % \ 72 B Fi5
Reciters  Her heart is like a deer in th ins. It will d c 3 N L z
eciters er heart is like a deer in the mountains. It will not respond to a T)) L \g ° z— W W =z 7
call. < b D () ¥
CE - TE Moy %
General If you say so, I shall become a dog following earthly desires. Even v 1k ENG I 7%, i3 H
if you beat me, I will remain fast and never leave your side. :C ES 2w % ,é, ik %
ik o5 g ;
¥ A n T A
Reciters  Oh, you look awful. VS 7[; n Tbg‘ P AN W
R A3 T R S T o
General  Fukakusa grabs Komachi’s sleeve and tries to hold her. %0 v 2 7 ° v 2, 3} %)
f? th N 9
. T j‘l‘ o
Reciters  Both my pulled sleeve
l e v < B D S
A 2 bl >
T < I &
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story
General and my sleeve with the hand pulling her sleeve

Reciters  are deeply wet together with the dew of tears. Yes, it is I, General
Fukakusa, in tears.

5. Reenacting General’s One Hundred-Night Visit

Following the recommendation of the monk, in order to confess their

sins, Komachi and General reenact the scene in which the General visited
Komachi for one hundred consecutive nights. Then, their story reaches the
one-hundredth night.

Monk So, you two are really Ono-no-Komachi and General Fukakusa.
Then, would you please demonstrate the tale of how General
Fukakusa visited Komachi for one hundred nights and stayed on
the platform for tying an ox-drawn carriage?

Komachi Idid not even dream of being so trapped in earthly desires after
the death.

General  To prove your love, come to my place one hundred nights and
sleep on the platform to support the shaft of the ox-drawn carriage
each night. If you can accomplish this, I will accept you. I believed
her out-of-the-blue request was her earnest heart and visited her
to stay on the platform secretly every night.

Komachi Since I asked him to visit me surreptitiously, because it would be
troublesome if his visits were noticed by the public,

General I never took a litter nor an ox-drawn carriage to reach her
residence.
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story %T\ j/;( %\ i{«} %\ 1{7 g} f]é} it %T\
Komachi When would his love...
NN I=E4 ViTan V=¥
Reciters  cease? “Although I have my horse at the village of Kowata in N il = H 2 2 5 {/ b H iR
Fukakusa in Yamashiro Province @ 2 i jud 5 —c-: . L. % -
’ j£4 £ 53 % v £ & = 18 I
Iz % % 5 D & JEL AN
General “Iwalked all the way on bare feet as I missed you so much”. Just as 1= ¥T & A b D T D
this poem says, I visited her on foot. X 2) X ?ﬁ T 9: iT 7z
7 Jg R 2 5
. . U D < Z
K hi When h ted me, he... N ; N
omachi en he visited me, he I 7 ° D
< =S S\
General wore a sedge rain hat and a straw raincoat. 1% N b IO
75 oo

<
v

Komachi He used a bamboo cane, as if he laments his life in this unstable

f s
vy

world which is full of woe.

General Under the moonlight, traveling at night was not too dark.

Komachi But on snowy days,

AcaEEast] (NEASHIET) 7 )

General Ibrushed snow flakes off my sleeves.

Komachi On rainy nights,

S | 7038 A
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General I was frightened of invisible demons, which might attack and ?) %l
swallow me. . SIE] e
A = %%E 5 K 5 Elg S A % H
. . D T Hi =l =2 ] < Iz
K hi Somet , th turnal sk lear. q S
omachi Sometimes, the nocturnal sky was clear G i3 Zb’ 72 n n %% T W 7 13
I & ¥ & 1% 5 7% N I FS R
General However, the rain of tears was pouring on me. = vy o D @ \z 'y Ft 5 = Z
: T O = S G (5 " 5 @
[N SO S D0 :
[tachimawari / iroe] % ? 0; % 4}'?] ;ﬁ‘) Ebﬁj 1’% ?’A
, , . I O D 73 z It b —
The movement to describe Fukakusa’s trip on moonless nights. F D H ° Js | ° 2 ) I
Iz B 7 V> D 7z Iz
General Alas, how deep the darkness of night is. Lji § D 3 752 & lEs
S r El L 5
Komachi A person feels something at dusk. EIJ é g g jio
n %, h 2
General What did you say about dusk? 3 H ° BE
D % -
5 /
Reciters A person feels something special. 4 F <
< I <
General Oh, what you waited for was the moon. You have waited for the = E %
moon. Not me. You keep making things up. lg 7 T
R 2 3
Reciters ~ When the day broke, when the day broke, my heart was filled with 2, 7z I}k'h
emotions, torn by being apart from you. S é ’%‘
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General  But your heart is torn not for me. If it were because of me...,

Reciters I devoted myself to her with all my heart, and when I counted the

= ” farin N N —
Reciters  Cry, birds! Ring, bells in the temple! For aught, I care. Night shall % ? %i ‘_‘i‘ v éi v z
be over quickly. Dawn does not give pain to one who spends all . N = H 7 gl
night alone. Iz HFE =8 e ) ;Z.
f £ fr L % 5
. T ¥ w V) ° z
General I devoted myself to her with all my heart, N H N Z
< 3
N S
S
%

marks on the platform,,.why, it was my ninety-ninth night. Oh,

RERE T OSSR A T

only one more night. How delightful! Pleasure and excitement in
my heart, the one hundredth night has finally come. I shall rush to
where she lives. But what should I wear tonight?

A C AT A IR TS5 S (4

General  The sedge rain hat looks ungraceful.

Reciters  Wearing a kazaori-eboshi (eboshi-style headdress),

T ETFCOREFAN N Ak DA
CRSSS R | eSS T A YN AR

General taking the straw raincoat off,

Reciters I shall wear the exquisite attire dyed with flowers.

<
v

7

General Wear them in elegant color coordination.

MM IZAIE ACATAT AR T (o

ESN> | oy MHCAIFAAER SECE SFSENY
&

¥

xS IDMIHAY O 2B FY o
SN A P RS
LY

i

PJANY

BesGR—4 LY A ~ theg‘%com -10 - http://www.the-noh.com



Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited) Story

Reciters

General

Reciters

General

Reciters

Wear hakama trousers

in the color of purple wisteria inside.

She must be waiting for me this very night!

Oh, I am so restless. Ah, the sun has already set.

Wearing a sophisticated crimson kariginu-style kimono, He is now
thinking, what shall I do for the cup of sake to make our vows? At
that moment, a thought briefly comes to his mind that even if it is
served in a beautiful cup like one made of moonlight, he should
observe the Buddha’s rule prohibiting drinking alcohol. Thanks

to this brief thought, General gains the opportunity that leads to
enlightenment. He is now able to atone for his various past wrong
deeds. Finally, Ono-no-Komachi and General Fukakusa become
Buddhas together. They become enlightened together.
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Kayoi-Komachi (Lady Komachi Visited)

Synopsis

To a Buddhist monk in his geango training (meditation training to seclude oneself in one place
for ninety days in summer ) in a mountain village in Yase, Kyoto, a woman visits every day to leave
nuts, fruits, and firewood. When the monk asks her name after some dialogue, she implies that she
is a ghost of Ono-no-Komachi, who once enjoyed a reputation for her beauty and talent. Then, she
disappears.

When the monk journeys to Ichiharano and holds a memorial service for her, the phantom of
Ono-no-Komachi appears and asks the monk to administer the precepts of Buddhism. However, a
shadow of a man approaches Komachi from behind. It is the vengeful spirit of Fukakusa-no-Shosho
(General Fukakusa), who fell in love with her. General Fukakusa trapped by his love for her tries to
prevent her from receiving the precepts.

The monk asks the two ghosts to show him the circumstances in which General Fukakusa
visited Komachi for one hundred consecutive nights. Komachi, who Fukakusa proposed to, set
for him the unreasonable demand of visiting her every night for one hundred nights and staying
through the night in a platform for tying up ox-drawn carriages. He dutifully came on foot to visit
her every night, regardless of whether it was a dark, moonless night or whether it was raining or
snowing. The ghost of General Fukakusa reenacts the scene.

Finally on the hundredth night, when they are about to exchange cups of sake as a pledge, he
realizes in a mere instant that drinking breaks a Buddhism precept. In the end, the two phantoms
receive the providence of Buddha and are saved.

Highlight

In “Sarugaku Dangi” which includes the stories of art by Zeami, “Shii-no-Shosho (General of
the Fourth Rank),” which became the base of “Kayoi-Komachi”, is introduced as a piece written
by Kannami. “General of the Fourth Rank” means General Fukakusa. The book also reports
that Kannami revised a piece which was composed by a Buddhist monk in Yamato Province and
performed by Komparu Gonnokami. This is one of the oldest existing Noh dramas.

This short piece describes attachment in the dialogue between Ono-no-Komachi and General
Fukakusa. Nochiba or the last half of the drama where the characters reenact the scene of the
one-hundred-night visitation is full of dynamic forms and movements and truly worth watching.
Although the original story of the one-hundred-night visitation describes the fate of a man who
cannot complete his mission on the very last night, this Noh piece changes the ending so that he
receives the providence of Buddha.

The piece describing a man’s obsessive love is truly gloomy. However, the leading character of
this drama, General Fukakusa, has an aristocratic well-bred character, a graceful sincerity. This
creates an aura beyond gloominess, and all the more reason to lead audience to the world of pity and
sensitivity.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject
Season

Scenes

Characters

Masks

Costumes

All five.

The fourth group Noh, shishin-mono
Revised by Kannami
“Utarongi’,"Goke-shidai’; “Kojidan”
Autumn (September)

maeba Hermitage of a monk in Yase in Kyoto.
nochiba Ichiharano

Shite (the lead part)
Waki (supporting cast)

Vengeful spirit of General Fukakusa
Monk during geango training
Tsure (the companion of shite)  Village woman, who is actually the ghost of Ono-no-Komachi

Shite Yase-otoko, Shinkaku, or others
Tsure a mask for tsure, such as Koomote
Shite a white headband, a long black wig, mizugoromo (a type of knee-length kimono),

kitsuke / atsuita or surihaku, white or colored 6kuchi hakama, koshi-obi (belt), and
a fan. Covers himself in kosode (a type of kimono) with noshime design (no pattern)
when he enters the stage. Holds a sedge rain hat later.

Waki sumi-béshi (a hood for ordinary Buddhist monks), mizugoromo, kitsuke / noshime
without pattern, koshi-obi, Buddhist prayer beads, and a fan.

Tsure kazura, kazura-obi, karaori in “kinagashi”-style, and kitsuke / surihaku. Enters the
stage holding a basket with leaves.

Number of Scenes Two

Length

About 1 hour
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The text in this article has been edited by the-noh.com editorial department, so there may be
differences from lines used in actual performance. Copyright of this text is the property of Caliber
Cast Ltd. and the-noh.com editorial department. Unauthorized reproduction of all or part of this is
forbidden under copyright law.
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