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Hashitomi (Hajitomi) Story

2. Dialogues between Monk and Woman

When the monk talks to the woman, she mentions that she is a woman living
somewhere near Gojo and disappears in the flowers.

Monk Such a mystery. Among the other conventional flowers, the white
one alone seems to be distinctly smiling. What kind of outstanding
flower did you offer to the Buddha?

Woman What an unwise comment of you, sir. It is the evening twilight
time now. How can you not know it? Well, the name of flower is
something like knowing names of persons. Since this is the flower
blooming on the fence of a humble abode, you should not be
blamed for not knowing the name. This flower is the moonflower.

Monk I see. As you say, it is the moonflower. And, who are you, the

possessor of the flower?

Woman  You will eventually learn who I am. I came from somewhere
behind this flower.

Monk You mean, you who belong to somewhere other than this world
came to visit this place to participate in the ceremony for flowers?
Then even more, could you give your name?
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Monk

Yagao

Reciters

Yagao

Reciters

Reciters

Yagao

Following the story I heard, I came to the area of Gojo. I see, it
seems her residence remains as it was. The moonflowers are still
there. ”Yan Hui is poor. There has been no sake in his gourd. There
is no rice in his closet. His house is surrounded by tall grasses and
falling into ruin.” This is such a house, which reminds me of this
poem (in Wakan Roei-sha).

The bush of goosefoot grew high and blocked our door. In the
clear evening sky, the light of fireflies reflected in the window.

The subtle sound of a stream gushing out from a spring in the deep

mountain.

It just sounds like the raindrops wetting the door of Zisi’s house (a
top disciple of Confucius).

Even when there is no rain, tears wet the sleeves like a snowy dawn
at Lushan (a mountain in northern Jiangxi province in China). The
light of the hazy moon coming through the eastern window of this
moonflower house illuminates the harp. An autumn mountain is
looked over the fence. How lonesome the evening view is

The stormy wind loudly rustles the bamboo fence. Please show me
the way you used to be in dream. Let me sincerely pray for you.

“Without knowing the true heart of the mountain edge (Genji), the
moon attracted toward the mountain (Yagao) will disappear in the
sky” Just as I read in this poem, my life ended. I don’t know when I

can see my loved one next.

BERR—FILYA b thegg-corn

G THT I EORNES (ISR
o TRt THE .3 () TIARASITH

'/

TR oo

e
2

A
<
ES
7z
v
)

o

|\

2 OFESE

~
~

08 ATHRSH ., s E e

=

'S (FE) HOE] (CF o Do

~

oL oA dt

oI O HANFIMHARYEEDE VBN & e

AR M OH O FERERESHAT , ACTIHS B T e keh 77 0v (194

(O TSN

BOE (STOWN) Seir

N
e

LCEECov:

IS NI E SR T O R

< —
PR

SN P SIS
IFESHCFOT

b
v

FOM . kSTmECHFCHO

N
e

H

AZ
=
%

&F

FHIACOTRIDFSEH A~

<~
1%
& 0k o

OIS [EORBHMER EF T O

|\

>

o QMEFH SOV EHR O TSNS (WIS ST

=P OBE

EO XN I EA

IS &

[

IS
/DN

%

~E

o

OB E SR LN OHTE T CACUNRTT] O T TS0 S8

ot
JIH

i

AT FTSE, A S I REREE TRt

S
Z.

i

A S HF AT

e

<
1%

TS NEER i O DRI 2

0k

] CRAGTERT CHRCRECEE) Ol

RS

A8EGCTEC ,CoiiAcn

OIS

SEARTOFSRM LT

—
el

LA O HEH S T W EPOY S mE T Lt

http://vwvww.the-noh.com



Hashitomi (Hajitomi) Story

Reciters

Yiagao

Reciters

Yiagao

Reciters

Yagao

Reciters

“Even though the fence of the humble house falls into ruin (even

though you are tired of me), sometimes..” Didn’t you read this?

“visit me, please, for a child who is as lovely as the maiden pink” (I
also read this.)

If you show me your past figure as beautiful as the flower...
Could you pray for soothing my soul?

Yes, of course.

Once this had been decided, Yugao...

...pushed a hinged half wall grille upon which the moonflowers

twisted upward. Looking at her standing there, I feel pity for her
and cannot stop shedding tears.

5. Yugao Narrates, Dances, and Disappears in Monk’s Dream

Lady Yugao goes out from her house to narrate her love story with Hikaru

Genji and dances. Asking more prayers for her, she disappears behind the

hinged wall grille again, before the dawn when the monk’s dream ends.
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Reciters  Around that time, the gentleman called Hikaru Genji temporarily
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Reciters  “the moonflower, dimly seen” The moonflower, the moonflower.
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Yuagao (Since I received the poem,) I let you know my true residence.
Reciters  Pray for me continuously...

Yagao ...please. Asking so,

Reciters  while asking so, a cock announces the dawn.

Yagao The dawning bell tolls continually...
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Reciters  and echoes all around. In the morning the clouds in the eastern
sky start to brighten, everything would become too clear. So,
before that..., before being revealed... Leaving these words, the
woman disappears behind the hinged half wall grille of the moon-
flower house again. The ghost of Lady Yugao faded in the monk’s
dream.
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Synopsis

Near the end of the period of summer ascetic training, called Ango or Geango (cloistering
himself for seated meditation for ninety days), a Buddhist monk living in Unrin-in Temple in
Kitayama, Kyoto, prays to console the spirits of flowers offered to Buddha every day. At dusk a
woman appears and offers a white flower. When the monk asks the name of the exceptionally
beautiful flower, the woman answers that it is a moonflower. Pressing on, he asks the woman’s name,
she says that her identity will soon be revealed even she does not give her name. Further, the woman
says she came from the shadow of this flower and lives somewhere near Goj6 in Kyoto. Leaving these
words, she disappears in the moonflower.

After listening to the tale of the love affair between Hikaru Genji and Lady Yagao (Moonflower)
from a villager, the monk visits the Gojo area, following the woman’s story. When the monk visits
this place, there is a lonely-looking house just as in the past, with hinged half wall grilles entangled
with blooming moonflowers. When the monk tries to console Lady Yagao’s soul, the one who
appears by opening up the hinged half wall grille is the ghost of Lady Yiigao. She narrates the
memory of her love for Hikaru Genji and dances. Lady Ytagao repeatedly begs the monk to console
her soul and returns inside the hinged half wall grille before the break of day. It was all a dream the
monk had. Everything happens in the monk’s dream.

Highlight

Lady Yugao is one of the lovers of Hikaru Genji. Despite not knowing her status, he was
passionately attracted by and loved the pretty woman like the moonflower, who accidentally caught
his notice in Gojo. However, after the transient happiness, Lady Yagao was possessed and killed by a
specter at a house the couple visited. With her death, the short love affair ended.

This piece is based on the love story of Genji and Lady Yugao; however, it overlaps the beauty of
the moonflower with the image of Lady Yagao, who ended her fragile life, and recreates Lady Yagao
who is as beautiful as a nymph of a flower, rather than performing the original story itself. This is a
soft, exquisite drama, all of which takes place in the monk’s dream.
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Schools
Category
Author
Subject

Season
Scenes

Tsukurimono

Characters

Masks

Costumes

Number of scenes
Length

All five. The Hosho, Komparu, Kongoh, and Kita schools call this piece “Hashitomi” while Kanze school calls
it "Hajitomi.”

The third group noh, kazuramono

Naitdo Saemon (according to one tradition)

The Tale of Genji, the episode of “Yagao (Moonflower)”

Autumn (September)

maeba At the house of a monk (waki) in Unrin-in Temple in Murasakino, Kyoto. At dusk,
near the end of summer training called Geango.
nochiba Night of the same day, at the house of Lady Yagao in Gojo, Kyoto.

A house with a hinged half wall grille

Woman

Ghost of Lady Yagao

Monk of Unrin-in Temple

Man living nearby the Unrin-in Temple

Mae-shite (lead part for the first half of drama)
Nochi-shite (lead part for the second half of drama)
Waki (supporting cast)

Ai (interluding cast)

Shite Wakaonna, Fukai, Ko-omote, or Z6

Mae-shite  kazura, kazura-obi, karaori (outer robe) in “kinagashi”-style, kitsuke / surihaku, and a fan.

Nochi-shite  kazura, kazura-obi, chéken, kitsuke / surihaku, scarlet hakama in 6kuchi-style, koshi-obi (belt),
and afan.

Waki sumi-boshi (a hood for regular Buddhist monks), mizugoromo (a type of knee-length
kimono), kitsuke / muji-noshime (noshime style kimono with no pattern), koshiobi (belt),
a fan, and Buddhist prayer beads.

Two

About 1 hour and 25 minutes
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